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Comments

OnLife, Liberty
and Pursuit of

Wisdom in Washington . . .

The New Deal ls “delicate social
furgery,” & “third ecohomy BOmE-
where between Individpallsm and

Boclallem,” declaves Profeasor Tog-
weall to a New York gronp of teach-
ers. . . . As A result of acgoiring
thousands of farms through mort-
guge foreclosures, the Metropolitan
Insurance Company s the farmer
who benefits most from AAA cToD
restrictlon. On March 1 It recalved
By checks for corn, hogs cofton
and wreat destroved or mot ralsed.

+ + » The S8a0 Paule (Braell) eotton
crop was 450,000 bales last year. A
crop of BH000 bales iz eatlmated
for this year due to the “plowlng
noder” polley of the United Btates.
Milllons of Jdollars of Américan
capital have been [nveated Inm the
Brazillan cotton-glondng  indostry.
.« « The House of Representatives
approved §400,000,000 for the Navy
which willl make It the strongesi
in the world, “This i3 purely a
defense measore,” declarea Repre-
pentative Cary of the Navy Appro-
priations Oommittee. . . . A apecial
appropriation that would keep
3,500,000 children In school was
tarned down, , . . The first victims
of BHOLD foreclosores were Mra,
Grace Baker and Mra. Mary Whit-
lock, widows of Eansas Qity. . . .
B60,000 of PWA funds were used in
the construction of a “mechanlical
brain™ at the University of Pennsyl-
vanla. . . . B00,000 citizens of Swit-
zerland petitionesd for & New Dweal
for that natlon,

America the Beauliful . . .

Bayonets glistened, bands blared
patriotic airs and six army planes
whirred over the City of Brotherly
Love as 10,0600 goldlers marched in
observanee of Amerlecanleation Day.
The 10&rd Field Artillery, the Cilty
Police and State Troopers wers in
the line. , . . (6,281 people were ar-
regled  for  panhandling on the
gireets of New York lagt year.) . .
The Btate Commander of the Am-
erican Legion and Ass't Sec, of War
Woodrin - will be the principal
speakers ol a May Day Amerlean-
lzation eelebration I Unlontown,
Pa. . . . (1,700, rellef reciplents
in Pennsylvania live In conatani
donger of being cat off while the
legislature plays football with re
lief funds) . . . America’s Good
Wil Union iz Iaooebed to fight
anti-Americnn agitators. Says lead-
er Joseph 1*. Day: “Americans will
dio the talking on the subject of
America; not only in public halls
but in the strects from seap hoTes
and from any vehicle around which
a crowd may assemble. . . . {600,000
Chlecago relief reciplents are cut off
from emergeney rations swhile pal-
itlclame play foothall with rellef
funds,

The State of the Nation . . .

The motion plcinre “Black Fury"”
was barred from Chicago bwcause
the strike acenes might “give people
Wleas . . . Ten Jt. Louls PWA
workers were serlounsly burmed
when gas lgnited in & sewer im
which they were worklog. . . . Or
chid eales for 1335 are greater than
for the corresponding perlod in
1828, . . . Thongh Jacob Fulansky,
projfect worker of Allentown, Pa,
wias siricken two months agn while
on the job, rellef officlals foroed
him te returm to work with threats
of deportation. On the second day
he died, . . . $20,000 in honobes
were distribuoted o five officeras of
the McEessport Tin Plate Co. Many
workerz in the mill recelve 80c an
hour, . . . More than $7.0080,0 was
epent by 13500 diveres seckicrs in
Reno during the past four years,

.« o Condemned dipbtherln  anti-
toxlm was psed for charlty cases In
Pennaylvania. . . . An alrplane was
need to rosh fresh merim to the
alek cowa of 8 wealthy ennaylvan-
ia dailryman. . . . F. H. Irince,
Bogton Industriallst, condemns Hn-
ey Long'a “"Share the Wealth™ plan.
“Great fortunes are & trust and
reaponaibility. [ don't know that
there fa a man in the United States
who has done more in hollding
America then Mr Mellon. He had
the conrage to take risks. Iiia only
mistake was to go to Wiashingbon.™
.« - All Huoey TLong meetings are
now opeted with the new  song.
“Ewvery Man a King."

I

State of the World . . .

Zir Herbert Tawrenes, chalrman
of Viekera, Lid., munition-makers,
gtatog: “Opders on hand are zatls.
factory,” AR he annoanced @ i
crease of 239 In the number of
waorkers employed. . . . Ted by pre:
lates In red and pueple, 500000 pil.
grims= praved for peace for three
dive and nightz In the famons
Tourles Groetn. . . . Four amd &
half milllon starving Chinese are
reported living on roots aod bark.
. o o American miszionaries are per-
plexed what to do with $5,000,000
left by Ella Wendel to s Chinese
school of 68 stndents. . . .

St. Louis Gas
Workers Stand
Firm in Strike

Second Month of Fight
Finds Picket Line Solid

AT, LOTIS —It & now mote than
8 month soee the Gas Hoose works
erd went on strike. Demanding as
oneé of thelr major demands the
closed shop they are determined to
atay out untll that and all other
demands are granted,

“"Among the things that have con-
tributed to the successful carrying
on of the strike” we gquote from
ong of the lsanes of the Dally Strike
Bulletin, “are: 1. The solidarity of
the astrikers themselves and the
gpdrit of the rank and file. Nol &
singla pmion man has pooe back to
work sinee the begioning of the
girike. 2. The splendld actlom of
the St. Louis Central Trades Counn-
eil in not permitting the union pipe
trades to be uiilized by the com-
pany and theroby prosenting to the
public the spectacle of one set of
unisn men scabbing on another, 3.
The support of the gus cosueiog

publlg™ I
The distribution of gas is being
gerfousnly hampered. Water has

seeped into the gas maing to the
extent that the pas sapply is cut
off in many parts of the city, The
company ls becoming desperate.

Ome of the most heartening fea-
turea of the strike to dote was the
reanlution of the 5t Lounis Ceniral
Trades voting fAnancial support Lo
the Gue Honse workers, The local
unions have agrsed on o voeluntary
gasessment of 1 cenl w day (rom
cach pynlon member in the city. A
dilegate from the Carpenters unlon
offered an amendment to the effect
iat all snion men have thelr gas
=hut off ootfl the strike iz sedtled.
The amendment was carried.

“The Gas Company is fighting a
lesing battle” zays the Gos House
Worker, the Imily Strike Bulletin,
in ome of 1ts Lmmues.  “1E bas fried
to carry on lts bosiness by employ-
fmp =eabs, It haz employed thugs
o lerrorize the strikers. It has
iricd Lo frame up our unlon on a
arode “bembing® gag.  And linally
it haz pesoried (o mass arrests of
|HCEEES, Bt all rhiz  will avall
them nothing, . . .the ground s
lwsing cut away from gpmler thelr
foct,  The Hght is oob vel over.
Victory still depends on our future
struggle. . . The Union will Aght
on HIl the company iz brought to
ita knees—iill our battle is won and
our demands wre granded,  The
ITuion stands frm."

——

Capitol News Letter

The Meaning of the Wagner
Bill — A Noose for Labor

NEW

By JACHE ELDEE

WASHINGTON, D. C~Ths Ben-
ate Committee on Bducation and
Labor hag just concluded its pro-
longed eseriea of hearinge on 8.
1858: Wagner bill to “outlaw®
company onions, No doobt the Com-
mittes will report the measuore oot
favorably; but that should hardly
bé & cause for refolclng among the
rink and file of the labor move-
ment.
L N

First, the bill as wrltten ls an
invitatlon to the A. F. of L. to en-
tangle itself mope thoroughly than
ever before fn the complex arbl-
trational machinery for which Sec-
tion Ta Is responsibla. The A F.
of I. has plunged into the present
petwork of boards head-over-hegls.
To the accompaniment of one “mor-
al wlctory" after ancther, Greed
and Co. have soccesded 1o suppross-
ing all strike movements to date:
steel workers, automobile worlers,
fluminum workers, soft coal work-
ers, and so forth.

Second, although the bill as wrlt-
ten is prima facle innocoouns, it 1s
likely to be deadly polson to the
right to strike before the Senate
Committes gets through rewrliing
it, Ido not forget what happened
to & 2920 in 1934, The original
draft of the Labor DMsputes bl ex-
nressly sgfeguarded the rclght to
strike. ‘The rewrltten version—the
Mational Industrial Adjustment Bill
—ealled for compulsory arbitration.

" & @

Third, (he Labor Relatfons Bill
(in [ta present form) is oot an Ad-
ministration measure. Despite the
wighful thinking of A. F_ of L
gsympathizers, President Roosavelt
iz wot In faver of outlawing com-
pany unfons. It may sult the Pres-
Ident's convenience for the time be-
ing to let it be supposed that he
looks on the measure with a kindly
eye. But if the President does this,
he does so becapse It 1s amother
neat device for bamboozling the
sipmocenis” of the A, F. of L. lead-
ership.

suppose, however, that the Sen-
ate Commitiee reports the bill out
without rewriting It substantlally.
Buppose the further miracle that
the Bl iz enacted o the face of
thie Presldent's taclt opposition.
What of [t? What the bill does Is
to create the eguivalent, for “un-
falr labor practices”, of the Federal
Trade Commizsion for
trade”  practices. The

Trade Commission throughout its
history has been a notorious paraly-
e, incapable of geftlng ite orders
enforoed by the coorts. There is

no repson to suppose that the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board wonld
e anything more then a lke para-
Iytle, except where hamstringing of
labor 18 concerned.

. & @

Those who got enthusinstic abont
the Labor Relations BlUl forget
that, In the last analysls, all the
orders of the Board would be “en-
forceable and reviewable"™ by the
federal courts. The courts, not the
board, would finally decide whether
or not an employer wis foreing
ecompany unlons on his hired bands.
And there are oo more thoroughly
convinced enemies of the labor
movement, no more repdy puoppets
of the unlon-bosting, open-shop
masters, than the federal judiclary
jn the United States, What the
judges did to Sectlon Ta o the
Welrton and the Belcher caces, they
will also do to 3. 1008<if, as and

whien enached.

The official Administratlon attl-
tude on collectlve bargalning s re-
vealed by (he present draft of the
measure to ceoew the Natlonal Io-
dustelnl Recovery Act for two Fears
maore, ‘This draft contains Sectlon
7a verbatim, nothing less, nothing
more. It leaves the fleld clear for
company unlons, works councils,
proportional representation, and all
the other devices which- Richberg,
Johnson, Perkina, Wolman and
Hoosevelt wore able to contrive
with the help of anti-labor employ-

BErs.
w

ECONOMIC SECURITY . . .

Meanwhile, the whole ambitious
program for guaranieeing “econo-
mic securlty” (for which the work-
ers of course ape expected to Pay)
hag come to & standstill, The en-
tire melange of unemployment in-
surnnece, old age pensione and the
rest 18 headed for the scrap-heap.
After nll the Works Ielief bill has
gope through, empowering the
Preaident to batter down wage-rates
wherever convenlent to do so.  The
bill defines 550 a month per family
s a living wage. That Ig “econo-

L L]

mic security” enough for any wage-
earner who ean eat the fancy =0-

"u.utair|rl¢i-:5lu:al principles of the New
Federal Dwedl.

MILITANT

Miners Honor
Slain FighterIn

Mass Funeral

Swarm into Epﬁngfiﬂld
to Protest Mabie Murder

SPRINGFIELD, Ill.—Five thou-
gand pickets, members of the Pro-
vé Miners union, retreated
from this clity after they had falled
to stop. the Woodside mine of the
Peabody Coal Oo. from operating.
The sodden swarm of pickets was
precipitated by the murder of Edris
Mable, 8 Progresalve miner. Mabie
and several other miners were hot
down by Ray Bdmundson, T.M. WA,
gtate president, and two other com-
pany gunmen, who broke up an
Easter day affair at the miners'
hall.

Hundreds of miners came from
a5 far south as Baling and Franklin
county to join the pickel army, For
daya they swarmed around Spring-
fleld, sleeplng on floors, eating
plece-menl here and there, until
finally misleadership on the part of
the right wing caused them to leave
in disgnat.

The miners had a splendid oppor-
tunity to see the bankroptey of the
Keck leadership. From the ootset
of the march Keek's second Heuten-
ants were telllng everyone mot to
mention the officers of the unlon in
connectlon with the pleketing as it
might result In thelr arrest. The
miners were flabbergasted at soch
tactica and they wanbed to know
what oflicers In a2 onion were for
tealdes drawing handsome salaries,
Exdrla Mable's funeral was truly

an impressive affair, Fully ten
thoosnd miners and the Women's
Auxilinry members marched snol-
enly for three miles as an escort to
the eortege. A sizty-five plece band
from Gillesple, Whsonville and
Benld played at the rites. It took
over an hoar for the hoge funeral
procession to pasa one glven polnt
Mable was employed inm one of
the Progressive mines. He was the
father of five children, Although
an avowed right winger he had
great eourage and most all the hot
gtrugeles found bhim io the heat of
the flght. The Left wing miners
rame from many parts of Illinols
by the hundreds to pay tribote to
thiz worker, the 18th Progressive
miner to die in the long mine war.

MONTGOMERY, Ala. {(FP).—
Tei hours a day in the colton-chop-
Mng season, Instesd of 14 and 106,
are demanded by the Bhare Orop-

pera Tnion of Alabama, Georgla

jund  Missisaippl,

NotinWashi

{Continued from Page 1)
meeting of the strikers here and
with his nsual class-collaboration
ling spoke in glowing terms of the
vice-pregident of G.A.O, Willlam 8.
Knudsen, declared that Francls
Perking aond President Roosevelt
were “behind labor,'” that the mem-
bers of the Anto Labor Board had
merely  “tricked and betrayed
Roosevelt,” and termed the strike
an “actlon,” "protest” and “mlsun-
depstanding on both aldea”™

Enudsen returoed Dillon's oom-
pliment by a blast In the next morn-
ing's paper calling the strike an
“wrhbitrary and lawless act,” charg-
ing that the strike committes was
woting againet the wishes of the
workers, amd asserting flatly that
the G.M.C. would slgn oo contract
with the pnion nor even mest with
u unfon committes “until the men
refurned to work,"

Dieapite Dillon's attempt to Inflo-
enee the strlkers by his misleading
stntements to rest their case with
the government, the strike commit-
b @nd the sirikers are inslsting oo
nothing short of genuine unlon rec
ognitioh, & slgned contract and
direct negotiations with the eom.
pamy. Tt is  generally admitted
here thai the Auto Labor Hoard
has the approval of Roosevelt and
thut it was he who personally wrobe
inte the Automoblle Code the no-
tortoug “merdt” and “proportionad
representation™ clauses. Sirikers
theolselves point out that It was
Toosevelt who foreed the renewal
of the Anto Code agabnst the uni-
vorsal protest of organized labor
ard who could, if he wonld, remove
the pe-palled “traitors™ from  the
Anro Board.

Tries to Divide Workers

T. M. Taylor, Green puppet and
machine-man, has been here for the
past week trying to usarp the lead-
erghip of the stelke and localize it
He had been in Toledo previously
for five months attempting to divide
the solid and powerfol union here
into many different locals in each
plant, the divisive and rulnous craft
policy of the old-line A. F. of L.
boases, The lecal unkon would have
nothing to do with bls policies be-
fore. Hia efforts here nDow are
dangerons o view of the lack of
cxperlence of the Chevrolet work-
£TH,

The local press, always anzious

FOLLOW THE NEWE IN THE
NEW MILITANT

to  aslect labor leaders for the
workere whom the employers can

‘Settlethe Strike on Picket Line

on,’Say Strikers

trust, have played op Taylor and
Fred Schwake, buosiness agent of
the unlon, as the “ackoowledgzed
leaders” of the strike. This is mot
true.  Although these individuals
have a certain influence and are
doing all in thelr power to galn
control, the definite authority liea
in the hands of the strike commit-
tee which is increasingly strength-
ening its Influence by Ita correct
angd militant tactics.

Sirikers Demand Sirike Paper

“Qtrike Truath,” the officlal bul-
letin of the Chevrolet strike com-
mitter, wns temporarily suspended
after the first edition dupe to the
pressure exeried by DMlon, Taylor,
Qehwake and Co. on certaln inex-
perfenced members of the atrike
commiites by spreading romors
that it was “communistic,” ste. By
npAnimons vote in mass meeting
thlz oveming, the strikerz demand-
rd that “Strike Truth" be published
from now one  Alrendy  demands
are coming from all parts of the
vountry and from workers in other
plants in Toledo for bundlé orders
of "8trike Troth. There l& talk
of publishing “Btrike Truth™ as a
nntional aute atrike paper.

Douslng applause At the mass
mesting tonlght greeted the tele-
gram from the Workers Party In
New York that lts members were
pleketing the G.AMLC, offtlee bullding
in Mew Tork. Telegrams from the
Ohlo  and  National  Unemployed
Leagues pledging support also met
a hearty response, With the spread
of the strike, the strikers are repaus-
dlating all efforts on the part of
Tarlor to deny useln]l and semgi-
ihetle support from other unlons
and  workers' organizations.  For
apvieral days Taylor and Sehwake
iricd to start a “red seare™ in nn
effort to undermine the progressive
tepdera of the atrike. The over-
whelming devotlon and loyalty of
the strikers to thelr electod lenders,
whao proved thelr abllity and integ-
rlt®, forced Taylor in the mesting
tondght to make an elaborate speech
of endorsement of the steike com-
mittee as he §s teying desperately
to atund In the good graces of the
sirikers.

A farther call is expected to be
sent throughout the country te all
other G.M.C. locals for & nation-
wide conference of reproacntatives
of all strike committees and groups
planning strike to be held as gnick-
Iy as posalble in Tolado,

The Workers Party in Toledo and
Detrolt held mass meetings Sundoy
und Monday nights respectively,
nddressed by A. J. Muste. A clear
presentation was given by Comrade
Muste of the issues in the strike,
its national significance and the
course to be pursued in order to
achieve victory. His warning oo
the dapgerous influenee of the &, F.
of L. bureancracy has had & power-
ful and responelive appeal.

Dresplte the efforts of the capltal-
ist press in Detrolt aod other guto
couters to keep news of the Toledo
strike from 1ts pages, word is
spreading rapldly. Toledo strikers
managed to evade Michlgan state
police and Detroit police for & soffi-
clent length of time last Friday to
place a brief pleket line before the
General Motora office bullding in
Detrolt and spread coples of “Strike
Truth™ in varions GM.O. planta
Purther action ln Detroit was balt-
ed by the arrest of 10 pleketers,
who were hiter releaged. Word has
been recelved from J. X, Griffin,
Detrolt distriet organizer of the
Moechanics  Educational — Soclety,
that the M E.S.A. has nassed & res-
olution to refuse to handle any ma-
terkals sent from struck plants and
companies. This followed the ac-
flon of the Toleds local of the M.E.
.4, in adopting a resolution to man
the ploket-lines If they are called.

S0 militant are the Toledo strik
ers that oot even the management
{# permitted to enter the plant. The
plant manager, A. J. Gulliver, was
forced to appeal to the strike com-
mittes to get permission to enter
the plant. Nine company pollee,
wha had remaloed inside the plant
at the time of the walk-out, were
starved out by the refusal of the
atrikers to permit food to be sent
inty the plant. They had to submit
o bieing searched before leaving the
plant and spesding back to safe
tercitory in Detrolt. PFor the fr-
time in labor hiastory, sirikers were
paid while marching on a plcket
line when on the insistence of fhie
steile committes pay hooths wore
wot om one gide of the company
fenee and as the strikers marched
hy their pay-checks woere hunded to
them through the fence by a speclal
group of office workers selected by
the strik commitlee. In this way
the strikers avelded retoroing on
cOmpEny property.

A May Day TUnited Labor INem.
chatrotion will be held hers tomor-
row called - by the Jolot Action
Committes, composed of the Toledo
Bulldipg Trades Councll, nem-
ployed Leagre andd Workers Alli-
anee.  The Toleds Central Labor

pated in & May Day celebration, A,
J. Muste has recelved a special in-
vitation from the Jolnt Action Com-
mittee to addeesgs the demonsto-
tion. Art Prels apd Bill Elit, Un-
employed League and W. P. mem-
bers will also apeak,

%o far, the predictions of the
Wew Militant are coming true, 1t
appears that Toledo and the Chev-
folet atrike will indesd be the spark
for the 1035 natlonal strike wave.
If the prepent militancy and cor-
rect tactics are carrled though, If
the present avowed polley of the
strikers to scttle “this thing on the
pleket lines and net in Washing-
ton” 18 maintnined. there s the
atrongest poasibility that the strike
will finally engulf the eotire auto
industry, spread ioto other major
indusirles and lay the basls for a
drive of national militant labor ac-
tion whish no power of the hoases
and thelr government will be able
to halt.

LANG—HEARSTIAN SOCIALIST

The latest exhibifion of one of
ihe Porward gang, 4 leader among
the Old Cuard of the Sociallst
ity is enough to make aoy work-
o In or ontaide of the Socialist
mnks turn aick with disgust.

We refer to the serica of articles

or shonld we rather say flth—
running in the M. Y. Evening Jour-
nnl. Not even & lnrld minded editor
of a Hesrst Sunday magazine sap-
plement oould have conjored wp 80
mneh horror and indecency to sat-
ufy the depraved tastes of bis
thrill-zeeking  ellentele.

A mense of respect for the tastes
of our renders forbids ns to quote
af length from these atroclty stor-
e, Just a seanning of the heads
nud sb-hende should give one an
inkling #s to the tripe Mr. Lang
s dizpensing with the good whkahes
of hia editors, Abraham Cahan and
Willy Randelph Hearst, 6,000,000
Piead in Tkraine,” “Eat Children,”
“fipnves Opensd,” “Red Army Sol-
divrs Turn Randlis,” ate., ele

Thia leveterienl yapping at  the
first workers' state, the Soviet Un-
fon, will undoubtedly defeat ifs own
ends. But it marks again the nec-
veslty for vigilanee and revolutlon-
ury mobllization for the defense of
the Soviet Union, Only an aronsed
International working class can
il that defenset

The natlopal committes of the
Soclalist Party has lssued a stabe-
ment criticislng Lang and dlsclaim-
ing responsibility for the artlcles.
The “Militants™ have called for
Lan's expolsion from the party. As
a “preventive” step James Oneal

TTnfon has endorsed the demonstra-

tlon, the Arst tlme in many years
that organized labor has particl-

has preferred charges against his

colleague—so that they could pass ||

a lUght sectonoe.

SATURDAY, ]'Mﬁ

IN THE

The fight at the Colts Patent
Firearms Company of Hartford,
Conn, is one of the most slgnificant
labor battles that have come ap the
plke in some tlme. Its greed lmm-
portance is widely recognized in the
trade uolon movement of New Eng-
land. The strategy board of the
Hartford Central Labor Unlon has
threatened a general strike and ag-
thorization to go abead has already
been secored from the state Feder-
ation of Labor. No sirike in some
time has recelved the fAoancial sop-
port from unions in Connecticut and

this struggle bhas called forth.

The lesme 18 the basie one of nm-
fon recognition. Months of negotia-
tlons left the anlon just as much In
the soup a8 ever. The coOmpaAny
wonld not recognize the right of its
employeas to organlee into unlons of
thelr own choging. A powerfnl and
ruthless Manufacturers’ Assocliation
ie very much on the job and has
dooe more than jts share in stlrring
op sentiment for a city-wide walk-
ont.

A particularly Interesting angle
to the Colt strike is the revealing
pleture It palnta of the NREA swin-
die. Most of Colt's bosiness is with
the government and i Uncle Sam
were to withdraw ita orders, the
company would be In a bad way.
Thi #irlkers demanded that the
firm's Blue NHA Eagle be laken
away for violation of Scction Ta.
The Natlopal Labor Board ruled to
that efect aod, according to the
rules, government bayiog of Colt
products ghonld mve automatically
ceased, But Donald Richberg rushed
inte the breach to act as the mano-
factarer's fair haired boy onoce
more. He has pefused to notify
povernment departments of the
facts and U.B.A. parchase of Colt
goods progeeds merrily,

L

Weakness . . .

The strike 18 & milltant one and
the labor movement seems remark-
ably well uolted behind it. Bot
thers i=2 a serlons weasknpss in the
sitoalion which, though not appar-
ent as yet, may do great barm be-
fore the Iast chapter is written

There are four unions in the Colt
plant  which are conduecting the
gtrike jointly. Two of them are
Federal Labor Unions which take
in the mass of the workers. The
othera are coaft locals aflimted to
American Federpilon of Labor in-
fernationals. In order to coordin-
ate the asctivitics of these foor, a
plant counecil was set up. Repre-
pentation on this Conncll, however,
1a not on the basls of propertional
representation, The craft locals
which represent a mere handful of
the Colt workera, mevertheless hawve
a vote equal to that of the two Fed-
eral Unions which embrace the on-
gkilled. and prodoctlon workers
There seems, at present, to be no
conflict among the wunions. HBat
this punk imitation of industrind
unlonism must be shown op for
what it really ta. Inevitably it will
produce division and weaknesa in
the ranks. The lssoe must bé
aquarely faced and fought by the
progresslve and militant elements

in the unions everywhere.
. = ®

Shoe Workers . . .
One unfon of the shoe workers

It hes been the goal of all intel-
ligent uodonlists in the induostry for

EMPLOYMENT GAINS LESS

WASHINGTON (FP).— Employ-
ment galne this spring have been
less than those of last year and
are “so slight as to be of 1ittle
consequence in patting the onem-
ployed to work,” says Pres. Wm.
Green of the American Federation
of Labor, reporting the Federatlon's
lntest fob statistics May 1.

“Only 128,000 persons went back
to their jobs from February o
March while the number still out
of work approached 11.600,000," be
reports. "In April trade unlon re-
ports for the first part of the month
show a decrease in upemloyment
affecting only five-tenthe of ond
percent of the membership.” Last
yvear employment increased by G680,
000 in March, and April galoa were
greater than those of this April.

"WORKERS

| Pretoct Yourselves Aguinst the
Hazards of Life. Join the

WOREEMEN'S SICK & DEATH |

BENEFIT FUND OF THE I.I.E.

1884.1935

Organlesd, managed by and for ||
workers with ooly one purpose: |
to render protectlom to membens |

j and their families. and to sop-
| port all endeavors and struggles
| for the Improvement of tollers

About 50000 members organ- |
Iz in 350 branches. RrHrm
$3,400,000. |

Ieath benefit graded accond- |

| ing to age at entry. Bick Benefit
paymesta from E380 to §HH—Iio
men and women, according to
clampea,

Monthly asssssments from 45c §
to $2.20. :

For forther lnformation apply i
to saln Office: .
714 Seneca Ave., Brooklyn, N.X. |

By KAEL LORE

Massachusetts in partlcular, that

UNIONS

years. A long step toward the
aehievement of the goal was the or-
ganization of the United Bhee and
Leather Workers, brought into be-
Hag by amalgamation of & independ-
ent unilpos 1o the Industry. But
gsome organizations stayed outalde.
And the AF. of L. Boot and Bhoe
Workers wonld have no part io
the unoity movement.

Early in the year a conference
held in Washington of every lm-
portant labor group in the indus-
try and incloding the Boot and Bhoe

on the necesalty of unifies-
tion. The United Shoe and Leather
Workers posed three polnts as &
minimum basis for amalgamation,
They called for a progressive
pnlon Jemocratically controlled by
lts membership; the right of refer-
endum and recall with officials el-
ected by referendnm and regular
conventions.

But the Boot and Shoe couldn't
take it A later meeting of thelr
Executive Board called off the pe-
gotlations for the uolty and, in ef-
fect, Invited the memberahip of the
other groupe to joln them as a sub-

gtitute for amalgamation.
. m w

No Fights . . .

An attempt was made to at least
come to an understanding which
would end the bitter fAgbits be-
tween the varlons organizations
gt an ioformal meeting held on
March 15 at which several officials
of the B. & 3. and the heads of the
Independent Unions were present,”
reporta the United Shoe and Leath-
er Worker, "a sort of gentleman's
agrecment was suggested wherehy
each organization wonld undertake
not Lo interfere with the organiza-
tion activitles of the other.” Mr.
Mara (chief of the Boot and Bhoe)
even sent a letter to all his locals
in which he declared that where
there was evidence of an organis-
ing eampalgn by an independent
group, no special efforts be made

to discourage or dl.u:.lpt them.
L ] L]

No Gentleman . . .

But Mr. Mara turns out to be no
E‘q}utlm‘nnn, The Unlted now charges
ihat the A, . of L. nolon, with the
appronch of the slack season, is
husily engaged in trying to persuade
mannfacturers to break thelr agree-
ments with the independent and
glgn up with the Boot and Shoe.
1 Haverhill, Muss, they have lo-
duced the Emerson Shoe Company
to get out from under its agreement
by recrganizing and discarging the
United members. C(iher bosses are
bein conxed to move from thelr
present locations for the same pur-
pose, The Hoot and Shoe offers
lower wages and more docile 1abor.
It has always relied chlefly on the
union label to get contracts with
manofacturers. Instend of genuines
organization work, they have amed
the prestige and the buying power
of the organized labor movement to
set up a neat little racket all of
thelr own. The movement for unl-
fleation ls proceeding, however. The
various jndependent groups are OO0-
tinning negotlations. It is probable
that a real united organization will
ba too strong for the bureapcrats of
ihe Federation union to withstand.
The amalgamaton movement setms
to have taken real hold in this cne
industry ut least. May ita tribe io-
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