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The Betrayal In Rubber

E‘Eﬂiﬂy and the role of the government in labor

sputes. The failare to understand this is
what caught the rubber workers off guard and
made them casy victims of the run-around.

The rubber workers, including many of the
best local leaders who are heart and soul for
the union, saw the issue too simp]:,r: the work-
ers versus the rubber companies. But experi-
ence showed that it was much more complicat-
ed, The government run-around was also a
factor in the situation; at the eritical moment,
thanks to the mistaken faith of the rubber
workers, it turned out to be the decisive factor.
The rubber companics could never have put
over such an agreement directly. So the gov-
ernment, through Madame Perkins, did the job
for them. The fact that the workers didn’t
expect a dirty trick like this and were taken
by surprise prevented them from mobilizing
their forees to rejeet the sell-out agreement
and go through witl the strike. In the general

* demoralization the strike was hroken before it
started and the fight for union recognition lost
Aor the time being. The government had a big
hand in this result.

Lesson No. 1.—The new wnions must rely
on their own strength and expect nothing from
the government but the run-aronnd.

“It becomes increasingly clear ns the days
go by that the danger to the rubber workers
comes from an enemy witlin the ranks of labor
itgelf. That enemy is the bureaucracy at the
head of the A. ¥. of L. and of the rubber union
itself.” ‘T'hese words appeared in an editorial
in last week’s issuc of the New Militant, Simi-
lar warnings were sounded in previous articles
in the New Miditant and in the March issue of
the New International. These were the only
papers in the counbry to try to put the rubber
workers on guard against the betrayal which
finally overwhelmed them.  Yet, it is perfectly
clear now that Green, Claherty & Co. worked
from the first, and with especial effectiveness
at the last, in the complicated frame-up ma-
chine which ground out a humiliating defeat
for the workers.

The rubber workers didn't see this, at least
not with sufficient clarity, and this led to their
l:tl'lda‘.lilig. These farthless leaders have demon-
strated time and time again that their ideas
and ways of life are alien to those of the strug-
ghng and exploited workers. They dread the
thought of struggle. Above all they fear the
growth and development of real mass organiz-
ations of the most exploited workers which
would bring the fresh brecze of militaney and
class struggle into the labor movement., Their
field of action is the conference table and their
deliberate strategy is to trade away the rights
of the newly organized workers for political
erumbs amnd eoncessions, legislative favors, ap-

intments and even outright bribes for them-
selves,  They never lift a finger to help a
strike, but work like demons to prevent them
or to sabotage and disrupt them.

No, the linc-up in the struggle of capital and
labor i4 not simply, as too many of the rubber
workers ﬂmugh[‘, the untons versus the com-
panies. It 15 far more complicated and decep-

~ tive. The government, exploiting the illusion of

impartinlity and even of “friendship” for the
workers, in reality serves the bosses and de-
moralizes the trusting workers with flank at-
tacks; the treacherous officials of the A. F. of

L., masquerading as “labor leaders,” stab them

in the back. Madame Perkins put the govern-
ment scal on the company union “agreement™ ;

Green and Claherty put the union label on it.

It took all these deceptive machinations to

wreck the strike movement of the rubber work-
ers for the time being.  The struggle to regain
the lost gruuru_l has to Imgin with an under-
standing of this shell game and the cappers
and come-ons who participate in its operations.

A part of the technique of the labor traitors,
employed with execptional suceess in the rub-
her situation, consists in talking militantly at
moments when the workers elamor for action
and even in putting forward individual mem-

. bers of the machine to p]n_}‘ the radical, As
the rubber strike movement reached the boiling
point they even deelared a truee with the Com-
munizt Partvy, I velurn for this favor the
Conmmunist Party rvefrained from criticism of
Green and Claherty at the moment when their
treacherons machinations were obviously com-
ing to a head and when a timely warning
against them was most urgently needed. When

the claculated blow was finally delivered the
workers were taken unawares. In the general
eonfusion, disappointment and demoralization
the shameful “settlement™ was railroaded
through the loeal unions at Akron.

Lesson No. 2.—Expect nothing from the
officialdom of the A. F, of L. and its ﬂipﬂiﬂitﬂ-
agents but_ the most cynical betrayals every
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time. Those who fail to point this out to the
workers, and above all those who know it and
keep quiet about if, play the part of accom-
plices i this treachery,

When it comes down to a test of strength
the workers, thanks to their numbers and their
strategic position n  industry, are much
strooger than the bosses and can easily defeat
them on & local, national and world scale. The
defeat of the rubber workers iz not fundamen-
tal. They have not been vanquished in a test
of strength; they have been tricked, betrayed,
out-maneuvered. And, above all, they have
paid the price of their own lack of orgamza-
tion.

The bosses, plus the government, plus the

labor traitors, could not have put over the

sell-out agreement if the progressive forces in
the local umens had been prepared and organ-
iwed to meet it. The forces of the enemy
worked like a well-oiled machine, The bosses,
Madame Perkins, and the labor leaders all
knew their parts and played them at the right
moment—and then they all worked in unison to
railroad the settlement through. The local
progressives were not ready. They were not
well organized. And before they had time to
eateh their breath the job was done.

Had the Pl'ﬂgrfﬁ-ﬁ-il‘t and militant clements m
the local unions thought the thing out more
fundamentally ; had they seen through the com-
phcﬁ.l.arj game of the three-team combination—
bosses, Perkins and Green—and put the rank
and file on guard against the frame-up; had
they organized their own forees to take the
offensive and smash the betraval the moment
it was sprung—if they had done this while
there was yet time therc w{‘_m]{l he a different
picture in Akron today. The traitors would
have been swept aside by a human avalanche,
The rubber unions would be enforcing “recog-
nition™ on the picket lines and the whole na-
tional movement of insurgent labor would be
rallying around them. The Akron rubber strike
would moest likely be setting the pace for a
great national strike wave of far greater pro-
por wns wnid pnl{-nl.iu]it'rt':-: than that of 1934,

Let the bosses and  their larelings worry
about the possible consequences of sueh a
strugyle,
Livery experience proves over again that there
ix mo way to gain anything or to advance the
cause of lahor a single inch exeept hy deter-
mined struggle. This struggle didn’ begin in
Akron this merning, althougl the conditions
were ripe for it. In the last analysis only one
thing was lacking: a serious organization of
the progressive forees in the local unions,

Lesson No. 3.—The militant and progressive
forces in the rubber wnions mus! organize
around a program of mililant action to cleanse
the nnions of the influence of traitors and con-
vert them into fighting  instruments  of the
workers, That iz the way, and the only way,
to scrap the company wnion settlement and get
a real union seitlement,

| [ |
The “Lesser Evil” Again

HAT stands out in the ranks of the

Socialist movement of the world today
is the desire to draw the right lessons from the
terrific defeats suflered by the labor movement
in the past two years. The present leadership
of the American Socialist Party came into
power on the wave of working class dissatis-

faction with the old-line reformist policies

which brought the proletarint to such catas-
trophes. But whereas thousands of workers
have showed an intense desire to find the revo-
lutionary Marxian path, the mnew Thomas-
Hoan leadership has allowed recent events to

e workers Lave Imthi!'lr.{ b l::u'.l-:tE:.l

CAPITALIST
‘JUST'CE i

May First to Be
Banner Day

(Continued from page 1)

and groups, with which they wsed
fv think it disgraceful and  “un-
Amoerlean™ to associnie! DBroshiog
awny from their epes the webs spun
by the bosses’ propaganda, they are
sinklng May Day their own again!

Thass May Day emphaslzes onee
more the eorreciness and the oriti-
cal importance of the decisions of
ihe  foosding  convention of  the
Iarty on the mass  organizations
and mass work., We muost get into
the nwiong and ihe pnemployéd or-
pantgations.  We mast beeome in-
pimalely bound wp with thom and
with their struggles.  Never has
fhere been such an opportunity to
draw close to the misses, MASses
that are in motion, masses bent
upn struggle. To peglect this op-
porinnity is trepgon of the hlackest
!'“.l'l'I.

The Wrong Way

For revolutionists to drow near
L the mosaed does not mean, how-
ever, to come down to their level
of polltieal development, to cater
toe Rl preejudices, o thke a place
at. the tail-end of the procession.
Thie Communist Parly  having

pass over its head without making any decisive
impression.  Their “radicalism”™ goes only so
far as they find it necessary to keep the mem-
Liershiap satisticd with what is a fundamentally

. reformist eourse.

This view is reinoreed by one episode at the
Buifalo meeting of the socialist N.E.C. which
has not been given sufficient attention. From
the Bulletin issued on the Buffalo meeting by
the Revolutionary Policy Publishing Associa-
biom {RF‘{} wee learn that:

“On a motion by Hapgood te picket the
Spanish embassy in Washington, D.C., the N.
E.C., wnr!ilng under the adviee of Devere Allen
(who is regarded by the N.E.C. as the author-
ity on the Spanish question), voted down the
proposal because such action might endanger
the then present Lerroux government which,
it was maintained, acted as a buffer to the
coming of Fascism—the Gil Robles forces.

irreafed the workers like robots for

yars may noew treat them lBe ¢hil-
dren to e homored aod given a
stick of eandy. Neither attitude
grivws oul of trie respect for the
weorker, and  the seecond will no
| more win the American worker in
j4de el than did the frst, which
i baz had to be iguominiously aban-
dopesd, Pl C, T8 having for years
brmmded A, 17, of L. buresucrats as
soclal-fusciste may  now  embrace
them as “comreades in arms”  Nelb
ther wttifnde wos beasd on a real-
betie analysis and neither 8 a ser-
vire to the working class.

The eonfidence won by Faspomns.
il pevolutionizts  ecause  they
nght side by =ide with the masses
in thelr strugeles, becausy they lo-
bor barder than any others to huild
thie unioneg sd (he npemploved
leneues, that confidence sa hardliy
wirll I precloms. 10 mast net be
prostituted by giving any  coonben

Here, we have, aside from the question of the

necessity of the demonstration or not, the|

theory of the lesser evil all over again, and the
condemnation that was hurled against the old
auard for a defense of sueh action in the case
of Germany now becomes the accredited policy
of the N.E.C. When the N.E.C. ean under-
tuke to espouse such ideas, it is high time for
those comrades who really and sincercly want

ance to the Ulopinn notlons of a
lame, a oeghline an Upton Sin-

felale, o wihoever it may be. with

|

il b (hmt fhere 18 something
“American” abont this tactle, thar
having rhing “gone along” with 1he
worlers, with kg masses, we have
g Cmovement,” we are e longer
“fnlared from  fhe moessees”  and
presently we shall slip over a revo-

to make our party a revolutionary one io
begin  te  re-valuate the present National
leadership.  In regard to  the Right wing,
there have long ceased to exist any illusions
about their social demoeratic policies. Iut
in refoerence to the N.E.C. and their support-
ers, illusions shill continue to exist and some
of us have been proudly boasting about our
newly found revolutionary prineiples.”
What the Bulletin savs about illusions of
the “Militants” can casily be subseribed to.
It need only be added that the illusions of the
authors of the Bulletin concerning the “re-
volutionary” nature of the Communist party
and its apologists in the Lovestone camp, are

no less pernicious than the illusions which they '

themselves condemn.

lurionary  programe  on thiz “"move-
ment.”  Having a yvearning [of he-
bz loat in o growd 1s o very huaindan
I.’:l.ili.ng_. “n is the deslee to win &
following aguickly. Dul i s not
a distinguishing mark of a revalu-
tionist, Such “movements™ as we
howve mentioned do not overthrow
capltallsm.  If they do not tarn
Fasrcisgt, they end in a swamp or in
a blind alley. Even a very super-
Aeinl veading of Amorican history
makes that clear.,

Against False Shibboleths

The responsiblte Marsian party
will vse the eonfidence that il wins
from the masses fo expose  io-
atong, fallacies and falsehoosds. On
ithiz May Day in the Unlted States

Cwaorker under capbialiEm.

| Avenne.

|:an[ manifestation of mcial prejio-

dire ; aMinst cvery illzory Ides 53
in how the workers will win power
and hnild a pew world ; agaiost all
half-baked pannecas; against  ma-

tiomligm and for tmternationallsm.

The American workers have cere- |
i peaullar conditions te face and |

mialy nut omr pEcil do we igmore Lhvat
fack,  Ttat the Ameriesn worker s
mat now, any more than he was in
I higx Coolidge: Hoaver ora,  #ome
peenllar gpocies of animal, He iz a
His in-
terest is one with  ihat of the
workers of all Innds.  This May
Ty 1D Eives B an llllpt"l!'{!-EIﬂEtll.Pﬂ

nnd priceless apportunity to the In|

iz straggles with the worid-wide
strnggles of the working olaas, to
foach the Ieson of Revolutlonary
infernationnlism. I well that
ihe Waorkers DParly of the T & is
in existence o seixze thal opportun-
iy,

ix

For a Workers' World

Marching aide by side with owr
brod hers, sisters, comeades, in the
pniens and  the wnemployed or-
ganizations, we raise {he banner
of the Workers Party and {he
Fourth International. We sound
forth again the historic hattle-
ery of the international revolo-
tionary movensent,  Workers of
the world, wnite! You have noth-
ing 1o lose Yol your chains! You
frave a world to gain!  Given
such a program and sech p spirit
the workers ean be confldent
that—

“The earth shall rise on new

foumdations

We have been nanght, we shall

b all!™

May Day in N.Y.C.

(Continned from Page 1)
ifesto will be lssned. Bultons, jwos-
ters, lenflets in Iarge gquantitics are
lelnp reparsd.

At the Mopll in Central
speakers  from all  organizations
parlicipating will nddress the
crowd. In ndditlon it Is propoded
to birfng veterang of labor's hattles,
ox-clmas war prisoners, and others,
to take part in the demonstration,
Golilman™s bund will play appropri-
ate muske for the gatherlng erowd
and ales at intervals during  the
menss roaeet ing,

Faollowing ihe demonsiration a
ne=s meeting of the Waoarkers Party
and Bpartwens Yonth League will
s Beld ot 5 123 May First, In
Gierinanin Flall, 10k ¢ and Third
A good program of muaie,
#nglng, ebe, i boing arranged.
Zpepkers from the Workers Party
and 2.5, will addreess the mecting.

Park,

EANSAS CI'TY.—A united front
s heen formmed around e May
Iy demonstration  ineluding  in
addition to the Workera 'arty, the
following groupr: The Left Wing
Hoeinlists, the American Workers
Moion  (vnemployed organization),
rhe Communist Party, the Contin-
ental  Techneerats. Ko o onidoor
meeting hng as ¥t been planned,
a8 the reactionary eity afficinls con-
siztently refuse a permit for any
sort of open alr demenstration or
parade.

An Indoor mass mesting s plan-
ned with apeakers on “The 30-Hoar
Week,” "Social  Insorance,” and

it will agitate against every form “Fascism."

L

“But this same class struggle that results in our conviction will someday generate
an irresistable wave that will sweep every thing this court and this state
represent away forever.”

SACRAMENTO
FRAME - UP

Raw Deal Put
Over in Akron

(Continned] from Page 1)
proninenee dmoq firgl  page
Tiay by ay. g progréssives

looked to the ane-fime denonneers
aof the A, 1% of L. as o “company-
pnion® and its buresneratio officials
*fazelste” o point ont In une-
Demmpromising  words  the  openly
nwpparent moves toward the betray-
pl. the &, P, instend of uttering
any  warning or
fhe beteavers, imparbed an aire of
rndliealism fo these lenders In ro-
furs for the right to trafl in thelr
company and gnin “respectabillty™
in the eves of the workers.

Browder Swallows His Tongue

Earl Trowder, national secretary
of the C. ., spoke Friday nizhe to
pver pine hundred workers in Ak-
ik fiiidd ﬂl-lihﬂﬁli?]}‘ rifealned from
pven  mentloning  Green, Claherty
ol O, In last Eaturday’s Dally
[ Worker, at the wvery moment when
the entire scheme to brenk  the
sirike should have been clear (o
anyone with cven a pretensge  of
clissg-conscions judgment, Browder
jrewed a statement on the Akron
situgtion In which he w=warns the
workers against the government
- but not against their own treacher-
I ous lemders with whom he was in
alliangs These he addresars o (he

Imily Worker with “comradely

words" ! 8np capitulating to  the
bnreamerats  wns  Tirowder,  that

Wither Tate, an officlal A. F. of 1.
| organizer, who spoke from the same
platform, was reporied in the Akron
dpily presz ng being more milltant
fithan Frowder!

Akron press reporis oo the moro-
ing following the signimg of (he
agrecment  fully indleated the ex-
femd of the rubber hosses® bictory.
iificinls of the Blg Thres plantsa
amd heads of the company uniops
were leseribed fs “jubilant.” One
rubber officlal declared, “We don't
wee what all the fss was ahout.
We have alwaye given our cmploy-
eos precisely what the terms of
{ this agreement eall for.”

[ Trragging Through the Courls
The ferms of the agrecment place

company uniong on an equal statos

whith real uniong, containg no guar-
wintew of recognition to the gennine

pnnien, prevents the calling of a

strike while the Injonelion cases

nEninel the companies are tried in
the Apgels Courts and through fhe

1. = supreme Court, which may

drag on for endless months, and

Eorbids the holding even of an clee-

tien wntil the conel decisions are

banded  adowen.

The nnlons mmnst now prepene (o
gt an attempt to discharge and
plack-lls1 the outstanding militanta
amd progressive loeal beaders and
to withstand o reign of intimidation
and terror which moy e Inunched
agaipst anion men In the plants as
the companies continue their coun-
ter-iirives to gmash the nnion.

Eivien

whiary,

=

will ontinme to assigl in organlz-
ing the progressive unlonists o
ficht the reactionary A. F. of L.
officialdom, awd help renew  the
conrnge of the union men (o con-
ment when he spoke on hiz own he-
tinue to fAght for thelr unlon and
build it to greater steength by more
correcl and militant leadership and
pollcles.

dennpcintion of |

Workers Party members in Akton |

=
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By BILL SHERMAN
“WAR IS AUMAN"

"War is glmply human, and Marx
on this point, as ob plenty of others,
talked nonsense"—New York Dally
Mews editorial. “Plenty of wars"
saye the News—"have been fought
for the love of Christ” or “for puré
cusgedness.”  Some examples might
have been glven by the editorial,
gich s the Opinm War on China,
the Mexlcan War, the Spanlsh Am-
grican War, the Japanese War o
Manchurin, oF agaln we might
meonilon the human motives, far
removed from capitalist greed, that
brought each and every country In-
to the World War, J. P. Morgan's
“human” and “love of Chelst™ part
in America’s eotry into that gen-
eral slaughter as another touching
exnmple that proves how wrong

Marx wag,  Amerloan marines out
of “pure  cussmdness™ 1 supposa,
travelled aroond the world, and

finnlly got a chance to die for the
“love of Christ” and Rocheleller st
gocony M, China, in 1928. The
Duponts also shew o homan rouch
in providing playthings for those
wighing te cxerelse their "pure

cnssednesa”  in slanghtering men,
women and children.
[ E ] -
WHO ARE THE S0C1AL
FASCISTS?
cpaes e Trade Union  Unity

Laigne support proposuls for a
lnbor party?  No, it rejects social
fnacist proposals for launching &
Inbor party, which would be only
another capitalist  party.”— Labor
Umity, December 1833
L] - &

iAFY SAZIRANDH

Puderiiorn, Germany, April 11—
Elizabeth  FPreosderlicl, 31 years
olid, confessed throwing her Lwo
chitdven from o  speeding  tralm
slravertyt was Lhe renson given—
(News jtem).  And Hitler contin-
ues hig ampalgn Loy more children,
bl the bivth rate condinues to de-
el . s 4
PHESERVATION OF
CIVILIZATION

Toenlyooime  Sowth o aml North
Amerienn countrivs sipnsd @ treaty
lask week guarnpieelng the protec-
tion of works of art in time of war,
Presjidest  toosevelt  boailed  the
froaiy as “vital for the priegeryal ion
of  moelorn  civilbation.” “This
preary posscases o spivlioal  signi-
ficnnee.” sabd the big-Navy Presi-
dent.  When bayouets rip rip gots
whiells shatter bodiez to bitz, and
poizon gos rained from the air de-
glroy the men, women and children
of these Amorican countries, let us
rememben with affection the stapes-
men wha ook tise off from  pre-
prption for mags sliughter to sign
the Itoerich Pact for the preserva-
(hon of munsenms of arf, eie.

w L] L

AGAIN DIVINE AND FORD

An attack on the “spiritual rack-
eieer,”  Father TMviee, by Onkley
Johm=on in the Daily Worker has
meen  “decisively rejected by the
Communist Party of Harlem,” ac-
gording to an answer In the Dally
worker, written by James W. Ford.
Pord, nceording to O1gin, cditor of
Thir Freibeit, bas o division of la-
bor withh Father Divine. One hand-
leg the “spiritual” needs, the other
the political needs of Harlem's Ne-
gro population. In addition it now
appenra that they have also algned
ane of thoze defensive amnd non-ng-

gressbon poets, so  popular  with
Sialintsta. And by the way, huas
sgplf-determination”  reached  the

paint where we have a “Communist
P'arty of Harlem?”

Inside Story of
Rubber Unions

(Contivmed from Pages 1)

stomuchs.  Bat they didn't glve up
for a whilc.

Iowever, after nearly two hours
of dennneiation, and when the pro-
sresalves hnd exhausted thelr am-
mnnition, a Claherty-ite took the
foor. More promises, more “stick-
hyotbe-leaders™  and  the govern-
mend . . .- Slewly the game bechme
cloay, Warkers began o walk out,
their faces dead set, the paln of
potrayal was elenrly evideot.

When opposition began  to dle
dewn,  Claherty  appearsd — very
picely-timed entrance, of conrse. He
pleaded  cloquently  as  workers
furned their fiees in disgust, He
wineed when someste showted “He-
trayer.” bot  only momentarily.
“*he twa loeals used reason And
vy enn't go out alone,” he care-
fully bsegan,  2oon the demorallzi-
tiom crept in.  Hven progressives
fnoked discournged, lost in a dark
Lebwrinth,  The vote of approval
paassed by a0 small wajoridy,

The Specter of Black-Listing

Workers left quickly after the
mecting, =hamefoced, disappointed,
tears gleamed dimly in some ayos,
A few brave workers openly
charged, “dictatorship from  Ehe
top,” alikough cxpulsion was immi-
nent,  Progrestives went home as
one poes fo g funeral, The dark
specter of company blacklists, the
hlnek shodows of betrayal, the
Ianghs of company unfon men

haunted them.
The A. F. of L. burcaueracy had
negotinted an “agreement,




