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Need for Unity Is Leading I

ssue at Coming Steel

W orkers Convention

TrendofSteelUnionDepends
On Action of Progressives

On April 23 the sixtieth Annual
convention of the Amalgamated As-
poclation of Igon, Bieel and Tin
Workers Is scheduled to convene at
Canton, Ohle. It will have before
it issues of wonosoal importance.
among them is the gquestlon
or not to make & ser-

to organlge the in-
eourse, this geestion
fate of the unlom It-
now split wide open by
on actions of the union
any approzch to
organization would
ponpected dlrectly
of
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necessity be
the lmune of restoration
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as well a8 in a number
questiona that are pending
befores the convention the progres-
give forces are natupally partico-
larly intérested. Much depends on
how well they are prepared.

Wi need pot exrpect that the of-
fleinl wunion leadership of Mike
Tighe and his cronies will be deep-
Iy concerned about the organiza-
tlon of the industry. All past ex-
perlences have refuted any such
expectations. Nor can It be ex-
pected that they should show any
Interest in restoring the unity of
the union. For them the present
gination means the climinatlon of
n militant opposition. many of the
regalarly constituted lodges now
operate noder a suspended charter
as 4 vemalt of the high handed aec-
tlon taken by the Tighe adminiztra-
tiom followlng the Feb. 3 progres-
alve conference,

A total of T8 local lndges were
repregented at  thizs  conference,
called Jolotly by several district
organizations of the Amalgamated
Assoclation. All were sinee de-
clared lable to expualsion, A much
amaller number have been actually
expelled ; but they were the ones
operating in the most important
gteel mills. Most of the leading
progressives have been read out of
the organlzation.

All indieations so far point to
the strenuons exorts being muade by
the union officlale to unseat all
delegatios coming from thess lodg-
ez, If suceessful that would re-
move from the agenda any serions
conslderation of the organization of
the industry,

Ho far Tighe has saeceeded in
dealing the union a heavy blow,
From itz promi=ing revival and
growth last wear If hos been re-
duoced to the old negligible fin mill
divlsion, However, the [saune i
not et finally setiled, Afoeh sti10
depends on what the progressive
forces are ready and able to do.

ANl Promises—MNo Action

Thase wiho leoked to the A. F. of
T for any sapport o the organ-
jzntion of the steapl workers' nuion
have been disappoinied, Nothing
has come of It much heralded San-
Franclzea  eobvenlion declsion fo
organfze fhe stoel industey. It =
reported that plans for organlzation
were laid befores the Febronry Bx-
contive Council meeling: but the
ernft union officlals inasisted that
not one penny of the A, F. of T.
funds be spent on any campaign
which dld mot assure separabe an-
fons for the machinists, pattern
makera, electrical workers and the
other crafts. The plans  were
shelved,
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ihe organization of the

Plentywood Leads Drive

Plendywood has led the way In

dave, By March 31 the drive will reach

brunches should have at least a 509: score by that time,
Cincinnatl, Minmeapolis, Davenport, Louisville and

ghould bave ne difficnlty In surpassing this 509 mark during the next

wialk,

Greater effort L8 needed In the other branches and districts
York has not glven the drive sufficient support.
phla are etill behind. These Branch es must get golldly in line with the

campalgn and push it to & BUCCRSS-
ful comglusion, Only if every one
does his part can this be done,

Bundle orders have Increpsed
alse, but not enough. New bundles
are golng to Californla, Oregon,
Arigona, Jllinole and Camada, but
here agaln the New York branches
have fellen down. Thelr buondles
have decreased. Fortunately this
decrease has been more than com-
pensated by the gain in the rest of
the conntry. However, it Iz about
time for Mew York to get busy
again and show the way.

What ks vour answer? What are
you golng to do about it during The
pext tero montha?

The anewer must be a vote of
support expressed in Incrensed
gubg and bundle clreulation. Your
goores here will Indicate your will-
ingness to lay a solld basls for the

moviement.
k& W

Dopatlons, Contribptions
From . New York....$5.00
From H., New Jerscy .. 200

This does not begln to be enough.
We peed real belp and agein ask
for regular pledges of weekly or
mbnthly amounts. Send them now
to the Business Manager:

NEW MILITANT
& Weat 16th Htrest
mew YTork, N, Y.

gteel industry remains s key ques-

tion for the trade union movement.

Upon the solation of the problem

it presents depends the Airm estab-

lishment of unioas ln other baslo

and mass production industries.
Unlty Chief Issue

But the organlzation forces Aare
divided owing to this open breach
between the Tighe officlaldom and
the A. F. of L. Executive Council
pn the one hand and the progres-
gives on the other. Without the
progresgives nothing will be done
about organization, end there 18
little inducement for the steal
workers to join the wunfon. The
progressives therefore have as thelr
malin duty the fAght to restore the
unity of the unlon. Unity in this
ecaps means to fight for relnstate-
ment.

In our opinlon there can be no
evasion of this wvital issue. Any
attempt to obscure the fight for re-
inmtatement can only lntroduce oew
confusion. This appears to be the
case in the anpouncement coming
from the sixth district, calllng
upon the steel workres to Join the
rank and file Amalgamated Asgocd-
atton. It falle emtirely to make
clear to the etee]l workers that the
first job 18 to Aght for unity of the
nalen forcps. 1t attempls to puot
before the steel workers something
that is woreal, when it s pecessary
to name things by thelr right name,
When speaking to the steel workers
today im the name of the locals
that have been declared expelled,
or calling upon the stewl workera
to support them, It 15 necessary
that the support be conditioned on
carrying on the fight for reinstate-
ment, that ls, carrying on the Aght
to restore the unlty of the wobow.

Stalinlst Parades

The other policy will become only
a duplication of the sorry role
played by the Btalinists in the ex-
tent to which they influenced recent
events In the ateel workers® wmion.
Tiey were chiefly Interested in
parade maneuvers to further their
pwn momentary alms with noe con-
cern for the nctual organization of
the atesl workers. In thiz they
becamme a purely dlaruptive f{orce
preventing the progressive move-
ment  from  attaining a  genelne
mass basls,

Only o movement hoving a gen-
nine mass basls can appenl effec-
tively to the steel hworkers, A
anion to be sueeeasfal o the fndns.
try must show that it can mobillzs

the power of solidarity and of
widted action of the worker=.  The
Amnlgnmated Association leader-

ship hng not shown this at all. Ent[
the progressives have 1hie opparinm- |
ity still. Thelr fight has jnst begun. |
It shoulid have reasonable prospects
once they solidify their own ranks
and establish a genunine mass basis
which 15 eazily possible, The first
step toward an aceomplishment of
thig ohjective i3 to take up an ef-
fective fight for mestorntion of un-
ity of the nnion, that is, to fight
tor reinstatement while keeping the
expelled locals Intact as the fovee
1o back ap the Aght.

The fight for unity will have fo
be fnstituted inslde the Amalges
mated Association, through the still
axisting lodges and the organized
districta ns well as  through the
contacts avallable in the A, F. of
I.. cliy centra! bodies «nd nll the
way np to the Excentive Council

reql achievement on the cirenlation
fhe half way mark. All

Tonngelown

New
Chicago and Philadel-

WHAT TO ATTEND

Philadslphia, Pa.

March 21, Sunday evening—A .J.
Muste, Natlonal Secretary of W.F
will speak on “Coming Btruggles In
Rubber, Aute and Steel Industries™,
Grand Fraterolty Buollding, 1628
Arch Bireet.

New York City

March 31, Sunday afternoon, 2:30
P.M . —General Membership Meeting.
M. ¥. headguarters, £ West 161h Bt
Report on Plttsborgh Conference,

April 6, Seturday evening—Trl-
Branch Dance. Headguarters, 2 W,
15th Ht., Srvd floor. The date has
been postponed foom March 30,

Aprll 13, Bat. evening—S8partacus
Youth Leagne Dance,

April 20, Sat. evening— Chess
Contest and Spring Frolic by New
York District membership. Head-
quarters, 2 West 15th 8t. Al paid
Red Caharet tlekets glven oot Fab.
16th will be honored at this affalr.
The date has been postponed from
the 13th berause of the 8.Y. L. dance

A dance class has been eatab-
lished and 1s now meeting regulariy
on Tuesday and Friday evenings.
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The interesting story printed
below s written by a participant

where 1n thls lesue.
acters are written about living
atrikers,
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The tiny line moves slowly
rround a&nd ‘round. From tired
throats comes & weary wasp of
song. It s very early. Only etrik-
¢rs with eager hearts wounld ven-
ture forth this cold OCalifornia
morning to watch and see that no
geabs go through.

A volee iz ralsed. Blg Tony
ghouts and the line straightens;
weary volces are refreshed anew as
they sing thelr song of strength
and onlty . . -

.. . Bolidarity For-e-e-ver!
Touy

Big Tony gave the shout. Blg
Tony 18 & blocker. He takes the
felt and straw, and steams eand
shapes them and brings forth the
lines In the hats that later on
snlegwomen will gushingly call—
lIP‘nm1F' 11m1e,1-n:br FIRh“m'h,all‘
Tony is a good blocker. In the old
days he made his eight to ten dol-
jlars & day. But Tony sighs. He
works much barder now and faster.
Hiz once proud shoulders are bent
and lifeless. His boss has cut his
wages down ‘till Tony does not
know how he can ever foed the
many mouths at home. So he is
gt on strike. At home his poor
bambinos ery some more—but Tony
tn on atrike!

“Little Annie”

The line is Alling. Big Tony
ralges a1 hand in welcome, Annle,
the little floor girl is here. Little
is right! When the boss first saW
her he was glad because he thought
that he could brow-beat her. And

darity Forever

s By FLORENCE WYLE

g0 he could—and d4id. But Annle's
brother is on the bum now that he
s black-balled after the seamen's
gtrike and Annie's father can still
bamualupuntuullt.hastwrn{
the Rallroad atrike— 80 Annle
knows the ways of bosses and when
they called the strike Annle stopped
her endless scurrylng between tha
varions benches and went out with
the others. Her boss yelled and
raved and then was dumbfounded
because she didn't lsten, Annle is
on strikal
The 014-Timer

The line is full now, even to old
Morris. Morrls can tell you all
about hats— (if Yyou undersband
viddish becanse Morrls speaks no
other tongue). For you see, Mor-
ris has been bending over the ma-
chine for thirty years. Ho now his
ghonlders are humped and misshfp-
¢n and his chin has made & wall-
worn niche In his chest. Many
times has Morrls bfen on atrike
and few were victories. But Morrls
wonldn't scab and is the first to
leave hip shop. Each defeat finds
him more misshapen, more hump-
backed, more weary than the last—
bt Morris 18 ob striloel

Surging Hopes

‘Hound aod ‘round the endless
line goes and no longer WeaTy.
There is Evelyn whose mother has
T.B.: and there Manny whe Is quite
gure that mow he'll have to walt
another year before he's got enough
for college; and there 15 Joe and
Jake and Mike and Everyone—all
with thelr little woes but each big
enongh to see the common struggle.
Their hopes are sorging now and
they are singing. And the ears and
cyos and minds of the craven scabs
and hosses are full with the steady

heat of the strlkers” ery . . .

.y golidarity For-e-e-ver!

Allard Calls on th
For United Struggle in Com

The following !z the substance
of a speech dellversd by com-
rade Gerry Allard at the seale
convention of the Progreasive
Miners of America which met at
Gillesple, I, Peb. 1217, Com-
rade Allard made the spesch ex-
temporaneoualy in the conrse of
dlscussion on the question of the
gtrike sitnation In the IMinoia
coal flelds which involves about
8,000 miners vietimized becanse
of thelr opposltlon to John L.
Lewls and hecause of their alleg-
japce to the Progressive Miners
Talot.

Allard’s Remarks

This question is, indeed, the most
cruclal question to come before the
genle conventlon of our unfon. A8
I view it, the questlon whether our
union Is to sorvive depends upsn
the policy which we set forth on
the strike situation. Thousands of
onr members bave been on strike
for pearly thres years, What they
have gone through is almost inde-
goribable, it would take an artiat
of nnusual gift to portray the woes,
gufferings and tribulations which
our people have undergone in the
past many mooths. The remarks of
delegate Centers, of Kincaid, 1L,
moved me very much. He is from
the striking territory. He spoke
with unusual eloquence as to the
conditions in the strike field, and
I dare say he expressed the fervent
wishes of the rank and file there.

1 do not choose at this time to
denl with the emotional aspect of
the situation In the strike fAeld—
although that is Important. That
part of the guestlon bas already
been eovered,

What T whnt to do Is to attempt
fn the Mttle time alloted me to
analyze the sltuation to date and

Poverty and Diserimination

BEHIND THE HARLEM EVENTS

The vecent wint §n Harlem i%
closelv linked to the Hone Relief
Burenu ond its maladministration
of relicf. The population of Harlem
e, ronghly, 250,000, Calenlated on
n basks of 05,000 adults capable of
holding jobs, S0 perecut are wnem-
ployed and almost all welio wra Ineky
emough to have work earn miser-
able wages. Yet only 15 percent of
the populaiion is on relief.

I 1z almost unbeliovable but a
simpte calenlntion reveals that 65
pereent of the ZH0.000 are williont

any moeane of support either from
wiolkl or riliel,

In Hurlem where the real-cebnte
is  almast  excinsively owned by

white lnndlords (e bankers) reuts
are 40 percent higher in relation to
the rost of the citles.

Death Stalks the Streets

Priee-levels pre, aven o0 eSECIT-
tial eommodities, like bread, 7 to
40 percent above the city level,

Is it any wonder, then, that
jour or five Negro families are
crowided Into a one-family apart-
ment with no heat, no bathing
facilities, no air—no room lo
Tive?

The death-rate for tuberenlosis
through the city Is 60 per 1000
dead. In Harlem it is 250 per
1,000, and in the “lung-section”
between Madison and 5th Aven-
ues, 116th Street to 125th Street
it is 274,

In 1934, the Harlem Hospilal
in examining clients found that
G000 had syphillis and had to
turn away 5,000 of thess because
it had no adeqoate facilities to
treat them.

Home Rollel Diseriminates

What have the Home Relleb Bu-
repus done? In the fiest place it
iz of interest to point out that two
preelnet supervisors, & Mr Conrt-
ney and a Me Swars, have hsen
tranaferred to different sectlons of
the eity after thelr open diserim-
ination agaimet the Negroes on the
ataff of the Home Relief Hureau
had brought a strong protest from
ihe Employees Association,

The Bureau has dellberately re-
tected thousands of Negroes on the
tasls of no residence proof. Under
the Wicks Law an applicant {3r re-
linf must establish two years resi-
dence ln the state the last year of
which must be spent in New York
City. The Negroes, because they
Hve jammed together, becanse they
are evicted wholesale and have no
place to preserve letters, cards, ete,
hecanse thouzands never llve in one
place long enough to reglster and
to vote, because the rude hand of
poverty compels them to live in
chaos, find it difficult to prove resl-
demee, -

Special Roles for Harlem

In every part of the elty nolar-
ized letters saying that Mr. 5o and
%0 knowa that the applicant has
lived at such and such addresses
for such a period of time are fg-
cepted af residemce proof. Every-
whers except in Harlem. Only
through pressure and workers'
demonatrations have notarized
gtatements beem accepted. ‘The
tleban League, and organization

Tates are nominal.

gndrd br the nomericol very few

Negro petty-bonegeoisie  and  sip-
posedly interested in woellare waork,
A= =tood colmly by,

in face of the high rents  in
iarken. the Purean gives the Ne-
proee the minimnm rent. To illus-
feate: Every precinet supervisor is
allowed o tudget in velatlon to the
socinl pressure which gronps, with-
i that precinet’s tereifory, con ex-

orl, A sbrong  wnemployed oV
ment means  more hlnkels  and
vlothes, ofe. The rents vary within

a smnll margin: the shmplest ex-
ample i o single moan or couple;
they can be allowed 214 to 16 o
montl (1 or 2 people gef the same
wmonniy  deepuding apon the dis-
cretion of the ndividual sapervisor.
The Tron Starvation Rule

In Harlem the fron rule handed
down to the investigators s pay
%14, 0Of convse higher rents oan
be poid for “casework e somna,
And it ls always an eagy sk 0
illgeover a “casc-work” penson foF
o peity-bonrgecis who hoppons L3

know the loesl ward healer, bk
tit for f Negro worker,

Further. the XNegroes on  home-
rolied  are  discrimniated againet

when it is o guestlon of fAlling a
work-rellef projeci. Thia particn-
ar dizceimination i=, fo o degree,
ponfed in the A F. of Lo bnrean-
cracy’s  stand  agninst  admitting
Negroes on an cqual basis into the
trade nnfons, One of the main tnsks
of progressive unionlsts must be to
hammer down this bar.
MNew Color In Speetrum

Naturally, the some discriming-
tons are used against the Portn
Ricans, As & matter of fact, the

Dan Tobin Rats
On Fargo Union

{Continned from Page 1)

attacking the union, Miles Dunne,
and the local leadership.

This treacherous blow to the
Farge workers came in the tenth
wesk of o herole straggle agninst
the reactionary Assoelated Indus-
trles of Fargo-Moorhead, The un-
fon has held firm in the face of
vigilante teriurism, of a rald on
strike headquarters, of the arrest
of practically the entire section of
Local 371 out on strike, of the most
vicious attacks from the Fargo
Forum and from local pulplts, of o
recent injunction prohibiting the
pnion and all its friends from doing
anything but sit still and breathe.
It was precisely at this point that
the boreaucratic Mr. Tobin chose
to perform his signal service for
the employers by revoking the
charter and bitterly attacking the
sirikers.

Tobin's attack on Local 173, by
far the strongest and most militant
unlon In North Deakota, was fol-
lowed by exactly the opposite re-
actlen from that hoped for by
Tobin, Green, Woll and Co. For
hours after the revocation of the
charber, workingmen and Wwomeén
walked around stunned and grim
with rage, A provizsional commit-
tee began- recrulting on SBaturday,

digeriminatory artists of the Depl
of Public Welfare have invented n
pew color, On the basiz of eolor,
applicants are classified s white,
black, and Porfo Iican!

The question  which Marxists
must ask la: How does the Home
Kelief Bureauw get away with fta
mnlpractices? OF course, the gen-
eral answer §9 that it boag behind
it ail the repressive machinery of
eapitalism.  Briefly, however, the
enormons Influenee of the handfol
of Megro misleaders, agents af Tam-
pwny or Fuslon, can not be over
looked. * They  spread  confusion,
ntapian and guack fleps, Secondly,
the impotence of the  Stalinist
party which, aithough it has con-
cendrated In Harlem for vears, he-
cnuse of itg theory In regarvd to the
Negroes hos accomplished nothing.
sor Is the Unemployed Tnion free
from eriticlsm, [tz tactic of iso-
lated ensework, conferring with the
Home Kelief Burean like one char-
ity organization.with another, has
wodiceably sapped the militaney of
the workers within itz ranks, Ouar
comrades fn the W.ILIL lmve got
to propagandize and agitate for
maes action, It 8 the only way
the diserimination can be smashed,

The Negroes all over the Unlted
States are a cruclal problem for
the Amerlcan revolutlonists, We
have Hitle Buropean experience 1o
go by, The Workers Party mnst
pndertake thiz task by intensifying
it work among those who are the
most oppressed and  downtrodden,
ihe scorned, the insulted, the in-
jured—the Negro workers and fen-
ant-fATrmers.

March 23, at 4 PA. Three hoars
later the new union had recrulted
pour hundred members, and a
quens of men and women wis atill
waltng down the steps from the
headquarters and out on the street,
Today the Fargo-Moorhead Local
173 comfidently faces the bosses
across the picket line, with every
assurance that the Local can quick-
Iy foree a favorable settlement (rom
the Associated Industries.

NPLD. Attormey At Work

Through the efforts of the Nown-
Partizan Labor Defense, the Fargo
atelkers have had for the past two
weeks the services of one of the
erack labor lawyers of the country,
Francls Heisler of Chicago, a form-
¢or LL.D, man. Sioce Helsler has
been in Fargo, he has abruptly
checked the high-handed tacties of
Tudge Paulson and States Attorney
Bergeson. A B0-day extenglon has
been granted the 18 defendanis now
under sentence from 2 to 6 months
hard labor for' ‘lnclting to riot".
All strikers are out of jail for the
firat time since Janwary., Helsler
has not only functisned In  the

courtroom but has also alded strik-,

ers to get reltef, and participated
in the organizational work. In
short, he Is everything that & labor
attorney should be. His name i85
the slgnal for a atanding cheer
evarywhere In Fargo,

To ralse mopney to finance the
appeal to the State Bupreme Court,
and to further the struggle, an ac-
tive Fargo Defense Committee s

e P. M. A. Convention
ing Coal Strike

on that basis present proposals for
the successful termipation of the
gtrike. An issme which will deter-
mine whether our organlzatiol—
the Progressive Miners of America,
is to perpetunte itsell B8 & medinm
for the defense of the interests of
the Amerlean coal miners.
Twoe Roads

There are two roads open to US
at thig tlme on the strike pitnation.
Pirstly, to militanize the girike and
carry it forward backed by the full
regources of the P M. of A, OT,
dgegondly, to plmn to call off the
strike and strategleally retreat In
an organized and honorable fash-
jon. ‘Thers 8 no third road nor
middle road. We must frankly face
the sitpation and set forth a pro-
gram jost ns courageounsly as the
rank and file have fonght durlng
the many months of bltter ptruggle.

the rank and file of the United
Mine Workers of Amerlca, and go
forward once again with the same
determination that huilt this on-
ion. This s the road of struggle,
not the road of least reslstamce.
This is the only correct road, and
a program contrary to the one
that has been pursued in the last
twenty months,
Unholy Alliance at Work
Today's newspapers report that
Lewis 8 to begin negotiations with
his cronles In Washington—the coal
operntors and the NRA agents.
significantly timed with this and
the meeting of our convention here
thiz week iz the fact that pewspa-
pers report that federal aunthorities
from ihe department of justice are
to begln wholesale arresfs of min-

ers in connectlon with a mysberioos
=£1,000,000 bombing ring” which
Las for months terrorized the coun-
terelde of the 1linois coal country.
And along with this, we have the
intensified efforts of Ray Edmund-
won, Lewis spear-head in Illinois, to
win our membership back to the
Upited Mine Workers., These de-
velopments are no accidents.  They
are woll orgonized and planned to
wreek the Progressive Miners of
Ameriea, The alllance of local and
federal agents along with Lewis and
ihe conl operators is a conspiracy
to prevent the miners from improv-
ing their conditions through the
Progressive Miners of America. We
eannot meet thizs situation by sil-
e, Wi must, If we are to live
as 4 unlon, eounter-net this conspir-
acy by wholesale mobilization and
preparation for strlke i nocessary.

A union Iz a mediom by which
wope eariers fght to advaoce oF
protect their economic Inferests, It
iz mot something to be =t on A
pedeetal aud worshipped blindly. A
melon Is a fghting instrament, day
bv day, to protect onr condltions
and advanes the conse of our class
when the situation s favorahle.

On (his point 1 might state that
thers iz a great possibility for us
to Enin the six-hour day and 56
hasic wope scale,  And more thamn
that, we have the chance to Inerease
the prestige of our unfon and prob-
ably in the conrse of the fight for
chorter heurs and more pay, pull
our striking forces out of the rot
to complete vietory.

Rank-amd-File Holds Hey

The key to the situatlon Is the
rank and file of the INinols miners
irreapective of what union they be-
long to. We might differ a8 1o
what unilon we want to bélong to,
Tt I kmow thal there cam be no
disagreement as 1o the pesd or the
shorter work day and the 6 basie
scale, We coal miners know that
we cannot continue te live even
meagerly In the face of the steady
inflatiomary measures of the feder-
ai government and subsequent sharp
rises In the cost of living all dewn
the line. This is a problem for the
ranlk and flle of both the United
Mine Workers and the Progressive
Aliners. On the basls of this need
it is possible for as to arrange some
gort of unlty on the demand for
shorier houra and mors pay.

——————— e ——

functioning in the Twin Clties and
throughout the state of Minnceaots.
The Workmen's Clreles In this ter-
ritory are appealing to thelr mem-
bership for fimancial ald for the
Fargo atrikers. Tag days, dances
and card parties are being glven in
Minneapolis to popularize the fight
and to ralse funds. Sockallsts,
Farmer-Laborites, comrades in the
Workers Party, trade unions, fra-
ternal groups, etc, have been drawn
fnto the defense movement.

In short, it can be truthfully sald
that the conduct of the Fargo
gtrike bas contribated to ralsing
the entire trade unlon movement in
the Northwest to & new high level.
The example, and the direct ald, of
Local 674 has been the declslve
factor In the Fargo résurgence.

*INVLIITIH FHL OL 3gT30sas

Presldent Keck has ralsed the
question: “How are we to help the
gtrlking miners by &triking the
miners that are working under our
jurladiction?’ In answer to thia
question let me state that the P.M.
of A. I8 attempting for the drst
time, and rather late at that, to
meet the atrike problem. A comnven-
jon of this kind to discuss the strike
gituation should have been called
twenty months ago. There Was &
greater chance for us to rejuvenate
our forcea then thers I8 DoW. It
would Bave been easler o ADSWET
Keck's gquestlon twenty months
ago. Now the forcea of reaction
have had thelr breathing spell.
They have galned new courage and
are knocking at our doors with un-
usnal boldoess,

Strikes Looming Everywhere

Let me polnt out farther, in an-
gwer to Keck's question, that there
are other forces and developments
to look Rt then our owWD situation.
Look at the eteel, Tubber, textile
and aunto situation! Btrikea are
again on the order of the day. No
greater opportunity have the IIH-
aols miners had than the present
one, Strikes will ogain boom up
from one end of the country fto
the other. There I8 tremeandous
pressure being brought cn the gov-
groment for social securlty leglsla-
tion and the Z0-hour week that 1a
unequaled. The working people of
this country are beginning to feel
the thrill of thelr power fs Dever
before, The Progressive Miners of
America can lead the way for the
shorter work week. It's golng to
take strikes, and plenty of them,
to complete the pressure for enact-
ment of the siz-hour day.

And if we take advantage of this
gitnation we will steal the thunder
from John L. Lewis, We can start
the ball rolllng that will not only
gave our own eltuatlon but immeas-
urably increase our standing with
the workers throughout the United
gtates, A epark now on the shorler
work day will have profound reper-
epssions in the Ameriean labor
movement. ‘The possibillties of
spreading the sirike to other ol
sectiong of the conntry and other
heavy Industries, such as rubber
and automoblles, are great.

There 1z nlways time to retreat.
Now we must examine the posai-
bility of advance, The proposition
to refreat at the least opposition
af the coal operators with whom
we have contracts must be repudi-
ated, We must inftinte the move
ment for ess hours and more pay
with unflinching determination.

Plan of Action Proposed

My time to speak has elapaed.
Lot sne say thle, however, in con-
clnglon. 1 hmve harriedly scribblied
goveral pointe which bricty em-
bodies what I think onght fo be
done to win our demands and the
strike of S000 of our members
They are as [ollows:

1, Sirike every mine in INinoia
and elsewhere for the six-hour day
and five day week and $0 basic
wWED.

o Offer to the members of the
United Mine Workers of America
a proposal for joint actiom om the
basiz of these and other demands.

A referendum vote of all Il-
linni# miners to determine what
piion the Dlinoeds miners want ©o
belong 1o

4. Lifetime compensation for
the dependants of nll vietims slain
in the ming war

5. Release all prisoners
gorving prizon sentences.

6. Unity in Action of enr forces
with the Illinels Workers Alliance
which iz now organlzed 150,000
atrong.

7. Call an extraordinary convearn-
fion of the rank and fle of all T1-
linols miners to fAnally consummate
the aforemoentioned program.

This iz the program that will
win for us. Thiz is the progTam
that will zave the sitvation for oUr
alrendy strlking brothers. This is
the program that will get ws oor
demands. There ks no other course.
If there 1a T wounld like to hear it
before this conventlon adjpourns,
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WORKERS

Proteet Yourselves Against the
Hazards of Life, Join the
WORKMEN'S SICKE AND DEATH
BENEFIT FUND OF THE US.
1884-19356
Organized, managed by and for
workers with only one purpose: o
render protectlon to members apd
thelr families, and te support aM
endeavors and struggles for the

improvement of toilers.

About §0,000 members organized in
850 branches. Reservea §3,400,000.
Death benefit graded according te
age at entry. Bick Benefit pay-
ments from 5380 to 3900—to meD
and women, according to classes.
Monthly mssessments from 46c to
$2.20.

For further information apply te
Maln Office:

714 Beneea Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y.

hlid




