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FROM THE FIRING LINE

Clothing Workers
Fight Suspension

Eight members of Local 4, Amal-
gamated Coothibg Workers, bave
been given n suspended senténce on
charges of belonglog to an opposi-
tien group in tbe local. Expulsicn
g threateped if they take further
part in the activities of this group.
Some members of the group de-
clared themselves to be members of
ihe Hank and File Committes which
is pot confined to Local 4 but is &
genernl  left  wing organization
working for a left wing progressive
provam througbout the cotire Ame-
algamaied Union, Only in this one
loval, Cutters Local Noo 4 of New
TYork has the right of members Lo
belong to any group been  chal-
tenged.  The A, O, W), which was
founded in a struggle agalost o
pureancratic machine bas prided
ftself on fts demcerstic and pro-
geessive  policies  and  proceduore.
Neveriheless, this Local adminds-
trativn iakes gpon ileell to disci-
plineg members  for exercising a
cight. long recognoized aod  prac-
tleed §n all progressive of demo-
cralie unionz, that is (he right
of mianberg to  organizé  Eroups
arcund sech poiices as they oon-
glder ftved for iheir union.

We wish (o publicly protest
against the follvwing vielation of
elementary  demoeratie rights of
noion membera within their own
wrgonization. (1) The suspended
goniences and threats of cxpuolsion
for belonging to the Hank sud Flle
Committee and the barring of miem-
bers from belopging o organized
groups within the volon, who loy-
ally support the union and whose
a'm s to make it a more efective
instrument for their strugeles. (2)
The vieation of the eovstitutional
rights of the elght memlers who
were npoever given copies of the
charges against them and who were
g

refused  the constitutional | loed, Fred Schmidt sl Walter
rights of being represented by any | Kepasky, pit commibiee,
— e

member desigoatled by them at the
trinl.

Ab a time like this when organ-
fzed labor, both in this and other
conntrics, is battling for the right
to wrganize into upions of their
own cholee, ete, It shoold be the
bounden  doty of all organized
workers to sce to IE that the widest
demecracy prevalls in their own
and other unions.

We hope that this protest of o
group of members of a trade uoioms,
which has alwaye paraded o8 o
progressive and demecratic anlon,
will draw the attestion of all hon-
cst and truly progressive workers
and sécure their sympathy and
gupport in owr struggle against
the wiolotion of elementary demo-
cratle rights and against the io-
ilmidation of a suspended senbeocs
and the threat of expulsion that
hangs over the heads of our eight
mirrnbers,

MEMBERS OF L{WCAL 4,
(Bigned)

-

Allard Elected

El‘lﬂh’lib']l-ll.lil, I]I., Iwse, 10—
Gorry Allarid, membor of 1he Work-
ers  [tarty, wias  overwhelmingly
clectod to the plt committes of his
local union in recent eleetions held
in the *rogressive Mioners of Am-
erica.  Fred Schmidt and Walter
Repasky, young militang conl dig-
goerg, were eletled as co-members
of the commities, The loonl wnlon
has 437 memboers. It is 0 working
locnl with job control wnder the
Jurisdlction of the npew 1llioois
milners union.

(Hlicers elected for the ncoming
yuar are: Jamea Peyton, presideoat ;
Cap  Hollensack, yieopresident :
Fred Farrand, recording secnelary
John Beamer, finapcial secrelary :
Chas.  Meyton, treasurver;  Loois
Cooke, door keeper: Mike Maoyer-
hoffer, Jim Burgess apd Fd Don-
aldson, slck commitiee: Gerry Al-

—

Relief Head Aids
Cops,LeagueFinds

ALLENTOWN, Pa. Dec. 51.—The
grievanee commities of the Lehigh
County  Unemployed League -
genily disclosed that relief offieials
were working hand in hand with
the Allentown Police Department.
The facis are as follows:

M. Hatisko, father of a 18 year
old boy wanled as the alleged mup-
derer of o n!ght watehmen, was ¢ot
from hiz job om & reliel projgct
shorily after the shooting oceurred
on Nov, 15 The son has suecess-
fully cluded the pollee sinee.

Although [larisko has a family
depeondont apon him, all eelief was
stopped and he received nelther
foml, clothing nor coal.
to extreme destitution and mizery
ho applied time and again in vain
to varfous relief officials. After a
month of suffering, Harisko was
approached by the police with the
Imfamony proposition  that i he
waould turn the son over to them he
waoild be given Immedintely the re-
el due him.

Appeals to League

Angercd, Ilarisko  brought the
gase 1o the attention of the Unem-
ploved leagoe, "When il was pre-
acited o Mrs  Mnoml Sheems,
leenl supervisor of :ﬂ'lii.‘f, ghe vehe-
mently denied collaboration  with
ithe police., However, when  she
opencd the folder cominining ibhe
reconds of the Harisko case, whot
ghould appeasr bot sumerouns elip-
pingz ond o police photograph of
the Doy,

Tl committee demanded o know
the meaning of this  aml  Mrs.
Bhecma blushingly replisd: “As
social workers we arc intercsted in
the welfare of the boy., We want
i see that no harm befalls bimp™

Due to the efforty of the League
the: Tumily is agnin receiving rellef.
The police department aond relief
officinlas are in an embarrassing pre-

dicament.

Contract for Paterson - What a Contract!

Silk Workers Must Tear It Up and Fling |t at the Bosses

By FELIX GIDEDANO

After some six weeks of negotia-
tions, beiween the Paterson Dis-
irict of the Ameriean Federation of
silk Workers apd the Sk Mann-
facturcrs Associalion of Paterson,

the terms of the proposed. contract
for the plain goods department
have finally been made publle,

Since the ond of the national
toxtile sirike lest Septembeor the
gilk workers of Paterson have been
working umder conditions  which
were becoming dafly more intoler-
able. The Lostes declared the old
eontract no longer in coffect and
proceded without any action on the
part of the union to chisel and
glash wages, diseriminate agalnst
militants, and 21l that goes with
the dear old racket.

Thi unlon afficioldom, meanwhila
wag busy . . . wabtching and waiting.
This policy has now brought its
ripe frult: A CONTRACT, And
what o contract !

“No More Striles”

The Palerson News sommarized
ita essence in a front page cartoon
which portrayved the silk  worker
ghaking hands with the.boss noder
the title of “NO MORE STRIKES
FOR TWO YEARS". On this point
fhe conirict s speclie.

Wages are leit for arbitration
“Girievanees” are left to an “im-
partial™ Grievance Board. Ampls
provimicn is made for any and all
decisions, and recommendations,
and rulings by any and all gov-
eroment boards, “official or agen-
ey on the sabject of MACHINE
OR WORK-LDAD PEE WOKK-
EE fopether with CHANGES 1N
RATES OF FAY when the ma-
chine load is changed, wheiher
the said decision, roling or rée-
ommendation is mods to apply
generadly to the indusiry at large
or to individual cases™, Bot not
fhe question of sirikes.  Sirikes
are outl

Are the workers Lo have any say
an the subject of work-load, or
“changes” in pay? Not on Four
life:? Not while this contract cam
keep them down! The hosses have
appointed the MNatlonal Textila IRe-
tationz Board, the Work Assign-
ments Board and se forth amd so
ol for this very purpose.  All that
ia left for the workers 18 to accept
the contract that hinds them hand
and foot to accept all declzions of
all bosses' boards for the next two

TEATE.
Perpetoabes 40-Hoar Week

The Paterzon vellpw press  and
the bosses can very well rub their
handa and chuekle, for the workers
will be bound for two years to the
apmme and worge conditions in their
industry., The confract perpetoates
thie 40-hour wesk ; It binds them to
accept as conclusive any decision
ot wages and work load that the
boszes' bonrds may hand them.

There are ™ articles in the con-
trmet, epch article a link in the
chialn that binds the workers and
the union to the wheels of the gov-
amment  arbitration machinery.
The only article without a joker in

reqd®: **Thizs agreement is intended
to comply in all respectas with See-
tion Tu of the National Recovery
Act omd with the interprebotlons
and construction thereof.”

You bet! Here is colleclive bar-
galning im all its glory. Ii'a the
bosses" bargaim, with  the osses
collecting the profits and the work-
ora colleetively gettiug it in the
neek.

But, if they have any griev-
ances, they can bring them (o the
Grievance Commities, The oon-
tract provides for  everything.
Even the bosses relatives, who
“shall e entiiled to be employed
at all times, whether they were
préviously  employed or mDol”.
There are plemdy of scab agen-
cies to provide the bosses with
all the second cousins, uncles and
ather relatives the bosses may
need to add to their family tree.
“In other respects, members of
the union will be given prefer-
ence in refaining their jobs," (1)

“Trial Perlod™ Joker

To moke pasuranece doubly sura,
Art. 20 scts o trial prelod, averng-
ing 4 weeks, in which time the
worker ls no regonlar employec and
iz mol “governed by thia agree-
ment.”  In other words for a fuli
month the bosses have ample ofp-
prriunity to dizcover whether or
not he cnn oul godercover, chisel
and bambeozle to his heart’s desire.
And If e can't get his way as in,
Tl pasl he cnn dive, or bire 2 new
bateh, or enll upon the family tree.

#uch i3 ithe cootract which the
afficinl organ of the =1k and ﬂJ[‘:l
workers haila ar “THR EXD OF
ATRIFE".

The December 21 iseoe of the
2ilk & Dye Waorker, official organ
of the AF.SW. has the gall to
state thal this contract iz based
upon e contract recently won by
the dyers, in which the dyers
gitined nol only a substantlal wage
inerease but also the 20-hour wepk.
The only comparizon hetwesn the
two contracis g that the worst
fentures are jn both, but pone of
1he ghing won by militant sruggle
are contained in the controet ar-
vived at throngh “pesceful negoti-
ntions and collalbomtion™. Worse
yeb, the leading article of this offi-
cinl organ boasts that “the union
maintains jta right to strike™

“The Right Strike™

This right to sirike Is very well
taken care of with a few big 1F's
Here they ara:

IF the workers have a griev-
ance or a dispute, they must sub-
mit i to the Grievance Commit-
tee. The Commities has five days
in which to rule. IF the Com-
mittos rules that this grievance
or dispute is a violation of the
agresment, amd IF it passes & de-
cision which the bosses or the
workers do not «omply with,
THEN ihe Relations Board has
twa days In which to rule that
“the decision has not or Is not He-
ing complied with”. IF and

{ing in his ensy-chair,

the LOCKOUT or sirike may be
rezoried to for purposes of dis-
cipling in the mill in guestion®”,

There iz this beasted “right to
atrike”, soch as it actunlly is in
the contract.

To e sure, this agrcement cam
e modiked If notice in wriling ia
gerved In 30 days, ot one ihing
camnnl be madified, and it s exact-
Iy the “right to sirike™, “Para-
grapl 17 of this agreement may not
e ¢« b modified or allersd in any
respect,”

There are no twe ways open for | that.our united action must not be
#ilk workers of Iaterson, ns | direeted apainst the P.R.O. as such
proposed  conteact '!hut mgt be 4 demand for the sd-
tear it up and N'og & in the foces | mission of wnemployved leagne com-

Lhe
regarids  the
of the bosses. The militand teadi-
tions of Pateeson, the long years
of struggle of the sllk workers, the
aplendid record of the recent dyers’
girike have been  floaied
very proposal of such a coutract.
The shamefnl confraoct must be re-
Jected.

|

Ttedneed !

by thi

By E. H. MeHINNEXY ]
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Ponnty Emergency Helielf Hoard

PITTSBURGH. —0nce again the
Communist Party and ils Unome
ployed Couneils haye demonsirat-
el ihemselves to be inefTectosl
instrunwotis for promoting the
united front with ofher pnem-
ployed organizations. For differ-
ent reasons (he samoe eriticlsm
can be directed against the So-
vialist Party and the Unemployed
Citizens League in Plitshurgh.
The story lmgins about two
monthse ago when the Allegheny

dectded to set up a central com-
plaint bureau to be called the
“ublic Relations Ofce™ {(P.R.OL).
The ACERE. roled that rela-
tions of the unemployed organiza-
fiona should be with the POR.O.
oy and thet in the fufure no un-
vimployed committees would be ad-
mitted 1o the relief stations

Before the Public Relatiens Of-
flee had been publicly anoogpoegd,
the Reliel Hoard <alled for &
mesting of the anemployed organ-
izations. The Mennsylvamnin Unee-
proyed Leagone (PUL) im Pites-
burgh, hod information that th's
meeting waa called for the purposs
of telling the wnemployed leagoes
uf the board’s lotention to establish
the I8RO, The PLUL. immediately
senl A letter to the Unemployed
Citizens League (U.C.L.) which is
led hy the Socialist Party, suggest-
ing that the D.0.L. and the P.ULL.
get  together before the mecting
with the board and lazy plans for
meeting with the P.RAO. The TG
le did mot reply to this letter and
cach pnemployed orguiization went
indivlduplly into the meeting with
the ACERB. At a sobseguent
meeting  the PUL. presented a
counter-plan to the PO, and was
the anly orgaokzation te make defi-
pite amd conerete counter-proposala,

About owe week afver the frst
meeting with  the board Robert
Licterman, B, P. leader of the UG
Te, sent omt o letter to all ynem-
poyed organizatlons sugpesting a
meeting ot ULC.L beadguarters to
ergonize o united front agrinat the
m1RAy, When Licberman was asked
why he bad ool replicd to the T
L. letfer his reply was to  ask,
“How did you koow what was go-
ing to be dizcussed at the DBoard
mecting ¥

On ihe Line

The UL, deeided to go inte the
united front called by Licherman
amd the TL.C.L., nlong with the Un-
employed Couneils, and the Rank
and Flle Veterans. We insisted

mitteas Lo (he relief onits.

The PALL. began to pieket reliet |
glotions in support of this demand. |
At the East Liberty rellef statlom,
the pickets were arreeted. The po-|
lice contended that there conld e,
no sirike of the gnemployed and
ihat therefore they had no right

Richberg Smokes Peace Pipe
As He Exonorates the Poor

WASHINGTON. — Donald
Itichberg was furious when
learned thot Genceral
John=sor, reliresd, had writtenm @
series of articles in which he, Rich-
herg himaelf, was “exposed”, Loll-
his  bald
forehend glistening, his hrodgd pose
twitching, hi= heavy underlip be-
tween his teeih, lawyer Hichberg

wrobe a leiler thréeatening  “legal
action™
Bald the Genernl, “The ants of

conzelenee are ctawling in Rich.
terg's pants!™

Thanks to friends, the day has
been savedd. Chrizstmas found fhe
NEA mopuls, pest and present,
amoking the -pipe of peee, aod
there will be no “exposures”. Good
ald Sania Claus,

Richberg has undergone a strange
liberal sen-change sinee coming to
Washingion.

When President Roosevelt eleval-
el bim from a bl Chicagse labor
lawrer to Pozition Number 1 in the
Washington regime, libernls hailed
him as a Goedaend, a wonderful
'‘man, in fact a liberal. Dut when
the Chamber of Commeree people
clapped hamds and took him in tow
the liberals slunk away, looking
sheepish,

=

Tugh E |

Todny the chairmwn of the Pres-
ident's Emergency Counncll lolls in
his desk-chair and gxplrll.l'l.k o in-
terviewers whoe want fhe story of,
what has bappened to him, *“Thev
munst have thought | way more md-
jeal than I am. Fact s, I'm not o
partizan—Ji don't take sides.” (Bol-
G

Iloesn’t Blame Foor Men

About the workers, he sayva:

“1 have bad a good deal of ex-
perienee with poor men, apd | ean
honestly say that 1 haven't foond
them fs a olass either nnarchistz
or recklegs cxperimenters. For the
most part they have struck me as
extraordionrily  1imid. 1 den't
deny," he coolinoes serlonsly, "that
they want a change, but who can
Blume them for that¥"

Indesd, Hichbherg has a large
heart and a bank aceount from all
reports that wonld choke & cow.

He mies “exposures™

INDIANATOLIE. — The 40-hour
maXimim work wetk in fulure cob-
tracts hag been voted bF the ITn-
ternational Typographicel Union,
A apecial assessment of 39 on
wages for unemplogment relief woa
alsn approved wherever locnls deetn
it necessary.

Bingle copies e

WHEN the Relations Board does

e contrmct v article 24 which

s0 rule, THEN “and thereafter
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United Fronting In
Pittsburgh

PENNSYLVANIA LEAGUES TRY AGAIN

But Councils and S. P. Group Forget to Tell
The Rank and File What It's All About

y Collins,

to picket. Furthermore, the police

took the position that the pleket

line of about dfteen was o “parade”

for which o permit was necessary.
Mot & Parpde

Deapite the arrests the picketing
was kept up. At the time the hear-
ing for those arrested wae ln pro-
gress the pleket line was still on
duwty, At the hearlng, desplte org-
ing from the pollee, the maglstrate
decided that a picket ling was not
n “parade” aml that the wnem-
ployed eould not be stopped from
iesing this form of protest and
demobtsiration, Thus the PI1LI.
vatablished the tight of its members
to be on the sidewalk in froot of o
relief station,

While the PPUL. was leading
this mililant setion the Ubnens
ployved Councils in the united front |
commitice were advocating  coun-
ty-whle demonstration o be ¢con-
dueted both inside aod outside t'lfllﬁ'1
relief stations,  Bome of the un-
empoyed were to demonstrate ouwl- |
s#ide while others were to lay ull;'!.'l:
to the inside. Out of its experience
the Pl knew that such methods
would prove futile and defeatisi on
a county-wide gonle. We had trled
them and knew thut other tneoties
were more efective. The 1. G,
the U0, and the Haok and File
Veterans voted to lgnore this ex-
perienees.  The 18000, decided not
to participaie in the demonstration.

Anmd It Failed

The demonsiration was enlled
nod was o faflore. At only two
stations wos there any action worth
while, There are 10 stations inside
ibhe city. Al the Sounth Side station
about 200 workers turned out bat
oo lemder or gpeaker cither {rom
the 1.0C. or the UL, showed ap.

At the time these SBouth Side
workers—most of whom  belonged
to the Unemployed Cooancjls—were
losuling around the melief station
wilting for the “speakers™ to come,
the two Unemployed Counell lead-
era who had advecated laying slege
to the relied statloms, were busy
resting in the headguarters of the
eI, over one mile away.

Forgot Rank and File

[ Larca] 202 in Mew York for ihe right

. ofimsenl Wober have

At a meeting of the Unemployed
Coondeil the next day, one leader
made the statement that the dem-|
oostrofion was o fallure Docanse
the P.ULL, had refused to partict.
pite.

After a five week's effort the U,
I. discoverocd that the rank and
file of the U.C.l. amd the T.C. had
never been  ioformed what the
unfied frong was all about.

What Councils Yanted

There was plenty of evidence for
the econclislon that tha 1. O, was
nr}l;.- interested to put Lieberman
“on the spot™ and to push thelr
cverlasting schemes for forcing
merger on the other orpandzations.

The P.U.L. decided to discontinue
paciielpation in soch tom foolery
pnd sent a commibittes to &0 notify
the pext onited fromt mecting, In
this mecting the PUL. delcgates
wore surprised o discover that
rank and Ale members of the U001,
and U.C. alzoe had come to the con-
elusion that it was net o gennine
united front, Bpeaker after spoeaker
from the TU. . charged that the
rank and file did oot know what
was golog on, that their leaders
had given ne informoation or diree-
tiona to the membership aod that
they were Anding it very difficult
to ged the members o demonatrate.
the best mi*litant inm the
U1, chargped that the U.C lead-
era only showed up on Bunday at
the commitier meeling.

After these speeches e IR, Me-
Kinney delivered the decision of
the IY"U.L. When he had Anished
a UG, member owide a molion that
a leaflet b distribated exposiog
him before the workers.

1L . Hatchet Men

Then one of the U1, O, hatehet-
men (ook the Aeor and made a pro-
vorative speeh in which MoeKinney
wias called a “seab™ and likened to
a “strike-breaker”. This apeaker
contended that the INT.L. was com-
poaed of “honest workers™ and that
they must be taken away from the
P1LL. leaders.

After this speech the Unemploy-
o Conncil speakers who had sev-
erely criticized their leaders and
malled ihe unlied front a “iade”
decided that nol only were their
loaders DK but that the Tailure
of the united front eoold be Infd
solely at the door of the P.U.L.
Mot the “honest workers” In the
PUls of cooarse;, bot their
leauchers,

The PUL. I8 going ahead with
the work of organiziog and fighting
for rellef, They are catehing up
on gErounnd loat while the uwnited
front was belng attempted. Three
concentmition points in the city
have been established In which
large and strong locale are belng
builk.

FOLLOYW THE NEWE IN THE
NEW MILITANT.

EUBSCRIBE TO NEW MILITANT

Loeal 502 AJFM.

One of the most coneouraging
features of the growih of trade
un'onlsm in the last year and @
half has been the development of
organbeation spirit among the while
collar and professional groups, The
exigting unlons in the feld—the
tenchers, office workers, ele~—bhave
made galng while in variogs eities
thronghout the country librarians,
artiats, anto salesmen, drug clerks
and Innomerable other similar
grouges have become part of the
labor movement,

There are those who Jook to this
development to cuore many of the
evils of racketesring and gangster-
jsm that ¢xist Inm the wnfons at
prescot, The ladies and gentlemen
of Lhe white ¢ollar class, so the
argumont rens, won't put up with
the things that the overall siiff s
too dumb fo kick against. They
may be an inflleence io that diree-
tlon. HBut glanee for a moment at
a few pages from the bistory of
the American Federation of Musi-
clana which tell of the fight of

of self government,
L ] L] L]

13 Years Hard Luck

The A. F. ul' M, apd its president
alwnys been
potoriens in the labor  moevement
for the hard boiled bOuresuenney
which they exercised over (he
membership. I was one of the
firat unlons to go lo for volon e
celvership In o big way., Locals
wore summarlly suapended amd all
their functions placed in the hands
of a Weber appalntise.  In 1921 the
righta aof the 15000 members of T_hm_-]
Mew York local were thus takoen
wwny, One fare of revoll alter the
other has taken place in those thir-
teen years of dictator rale bat i€
is only recently fhat the membér-
ship has bogun te win back its
rights. Early in 1834 the member-
ship teok up the fight aguin.  The
lecul was beiog milked of S250,000
a year in does and fines withoot
cven i hint az to its nae. Financial
reports were never made. Thuge
wore nsed  agninst them.  Seven
Weler appolntees sat on the loeal
government board of 13 while the
membership was graclously permit-
ted to elect the remalning minerity,
Bdward Canavan, president of S02
wig pald F100KE a year for roling
a membership who had him eram-
med down thele throats,  Weber
bimeelf ag the big chief, rokes in
n salary of 225000 per sonum plus
L3000 for prazonal expenses, $5
lor every Jay be spends out of New
York and additioon] “general ex-
mnmn-.

L] L L]

3,728 to 123

A membership vote taken in the
local last March approved by 3528
to 127 the demand for sell gmfern-‘
ment and the establishment of such
rights as ofher locals of the Musi-
clang Tnion enjoy nnder (he conati-
tutlon., The practically unanimous
apposition of his N. Y. membership
had s effeet even on the rhino-
cerps Lide of Brother Weber, At
the union conventton held a few
manthe Inter, 8 decision handed
down by the XNatloonl Ezecotive
HBonrd graoted self government in
all particulars with one exception
—Canaven  was o remain  loeal
prosident for the next two years
at hig rogular fen thonsand a year
Balafy.

But the fight wazs not over. Wif-
teen of the active oppositionists
were tried by the governing board
of the local, found guilly and fined
§300 each. On their refusal to pay
they were expelled from the organ-
izalion.

IN THE UNIONS

By KARL LOHE .

Labar In Coort

It fs bad for labor progressives
to fight their union officlaldom in
the eonrts, The cards are general-
Iy stacked agninst (bem by the al-
linnees that o often exist belwesn
the distriet attorney amd (he nnisn
lepdership. More lmportent, how-
ever, s the need to seftle the prol-
jems of Ilabor within the move-
ment and withoot recourse to the
courtg of capitalism. But there are
times when it cannot be avoided.
This was one of them and by legal
injugetion the ousted members were
reinstated in the union ranks.

L B I ]

Administration Out

In the eclections held in  lecal
B2 a few wecks age the admin's-
tration got 8 licking A clean sweep
climinated every old officinl with
the czecption of Canavan who has
his two years to go by special dig-
pensation

While New York thus makes pro-
gress, the gituation of the patlonal
organlzution la not a hbappy one.
itz total membership is 100115
musiclans, a loss of 45,214 within
flve yoara A resclution introduoced
at the June eonvention calling for
the reduction of inltfation feea (250
at present) o order to make it
possihle to carry on organlzatlon
work wag turned Jdown ocobid.

To get back to my original point:
the fight for democracy i just as
sharp ond sovere within the nnions
of the white collar groups as in the
organizations of ecoal miners and
longshoremen.  ‘They are oot im-
nmpieee from the evila which plague
the movement genernlly,
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Building Trades

Home weska agoe in thig column 1
dizeussed the serap in The bullding
trades and the dilemma of the ex-
ecutive board of the American Fed-
cration of Labor in handling the
serlous split that bas developed in
the Huilding Trades Department.
Latest news indicabes that the qif-
forenees are growing worse with
no sattlement in sight. The effort
io gei the books of ithe department
away from the officials of the “ont-
Inw" gronp hag not sweceeded Lot
the insurgents have been evipted
from their offfices In the A, F. of I.
Building in Washington and have
seb up shop across the atreet,  And
the combattantz on both sides, we
regret to nofe, are not  behaving
with anything like the Jignlty and
the restraint we have a right to
expect from the responsible leaders
of the very roespecioble Amerlenn
Federntion of Labor,

Nevertheless, I Iz atill  very
doubtful whether o fAnal showdown
will see either group withdrawing
from the Pederation fold. The con-
sequences in the way of juriadic-
tional fights would be too horrible
te even copshder, It is significant
that {he fAght has oot yet been
browght imto the local and stale
huilding trades connclle buat iz re-
stricted for the present to the high-
ecat body., A complete breakdown
af  all negotiations betwoeen the
wirring groups would mean  the
dismemberment of every sobordl-
nate conncll in the country,

AGED MAN JAILED FOR
SNARING RABBITS

ALLEXTOWHN, Pa. Dec, 31.—Fal-
lowing a four day {day and night)
vigll by game wardens, John
Hontz, age 70, restdent of an im-
provised shack of pasteboard and
gerap tin, was arrested when he
came to remove @ rabbil from a
gnare. Hontz, whe Iz not on rellef
but makes o living 1he best he can
doing odd jobs, wos committed to
the Lehigh Couniy Jail on  the

charge of “illegal trapplog™.
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