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NEW MILITANT

FROM

We Ride _'fhe

Rods To The

Merger Convention

From Kansas City To New York

We were off the evening of Nov.
20, amid falling snow aund sieel, on
a Wabash ofl car. 1 had 34 in my
pocket—all the available eash of
our Kansas City branch of the
Communist League of America.
My companichs were three OLA
comrades who had travelled from
Calitornia and who, like me, were
bound tor New York and the Da-
tHonal C.L.A, convention and merger
eonventlon.

There was no place to sit, 50 we
bad to hold onto the iron rod that
ran around the car. Oh boy, what
a hold-om! My feet ached until
they lost all feeling; I knew I hud
to hold on for T2 miles, B0 1 did.

At Carrollton, 111, we spent the
night in the railroad atation, NYbhen
wir asked the station agent to let
pa etay, he said curtly, “That col-
ored feller, does he get cold¥ 1
replicd emphatically, “Most assur-
edly: very much so" He let us
remain, but logked at me suspl-
chously until 1 obeyed his dictate in
the middle of the night and brought
jm 3 bucket of coal.

MNext morniog we decided to
travel Io pairs, =0 that in case of
arrest at least one pair would reach
New York. Hay and Abe took the
highway: Al anpd I took another
ailer. Bat the next D0 miles con-
vineed us that to ride on ollers was
unprofitable.  Open box cars, flat
cars, on top and in ecal cars, but
no more oilers,

From then on it was g nightmare
of cold ecars and long walks from
one railroad yard to another nnd
efforts to get food and a place to
sleep. In Moberly, Mo, we tried 1o
paphandle for food and oofloe, s
cause we knew my £1 wouldn't last
the who's 1,600 miles of our trip.
All the restaurants lived up to the
true Amerlcan tradition of SCEre-
gation. Finally we went inte ona
to buy two cups of coffee The
corpulent blond at the counter in-
formed me she waus “s0 s0rry” bul
1 would have to go in the Kitchen;
but she became apologetic when Al
went with me.

In Springfield we searched for
hours and walked miles to find Joe
Angelo, one of our League oom-

almost barcfeoted and on the verge

| of starvation, He had been thrown
put of hiz unlon and hia relief re-
dueed becausze of his radical activ-
ithes,

Once we went too far, riding past
Fort Wayne and on to Montpelier,
0., where we had to walt all day
to get out of town, This mistake
was dite to our ability to be som-
molent in the midst of hitter cold.

In Detroit, we had to walk 12
miles to get from one freight yard
to another, and in Toledo, 20 miles
and then remain for the night in &
dilapidated vacant house. In Cle-
veland, we got a traln out right
away, after walking 16 miles to the
west yards,

In Elmira, ®. Y., we spent the
night in the county il ledging
house on iron beds. The transient

Allard's Account Repri

By GERRY ALLARD

Ralph Shaw, southern Illinols
organizer of the Commumst Party,
writes another story of the Illinols
copl miners in the Nov, 24 izspe of
the Daily Worker. Shaw writes of
the steuggle to ploce mililant can-
didatos on the ballet for the elee-
ilons  fn the DProgreszlve Miners
uniom, Dhee. 4.

He charges that the Left ‘Wing
miners, an amalgam of A W.P.ers,
Socinllats, Syndicallsts, and inde-
pendent radicals, refused to join
with the Communist Party in Aght-
ing for a radical slate in the P.AML
af A. elections. If Shaw nieans that
wie turned him down in n united
front proposal he doesn’t know
what he Iz talking about as no such
offer was made on this specific si-

turned Shaw down on a number of
pecasions when he approached us
on united front proposals om the
“hagls of supporting” the Unem-
Moved Counnclls, the International

rades, When we found him, be was

Labor Defense, etc.

MenWhoGet$3,000aDay
Doubledby Nira, Roosevelt

Incomes Under $25,000 Shrink, Tax Returns Show

President Moosevelt  onee  Te-
marked, echoing Adolf Hitler, that
hiz New Deal would rediztribute
wealth., There is hoardly a PEFEON
left outside of Germany who atill
pelleves that Hitler is redistribut-
ing welith; but & good many Amer-
jeans who took Roosevell seriously
were unpleasantly surprised by the
report, on Monday, of the U -
come TiE Borean.

In the calendar year 1933 therc
was o rise of 26 In the nomber of
people reporting o million dollge &
year income, Mind, a mHlion dol-
lar income, not a million dollar cap-

ital, but a million dollar profit in
one year, or about $3.000 per day.
Theee were Lwenly million-deliar
boys in 1082; in 1833, even though
the first two months of that year
gaw the very lowest depression ciela

1932, In 1933 under the New

| 1enl, wages and salaries decressed

te 7.1 billions.

The ineome from dividends on
atgeks—the stocks which are gener-
ally held by eapltalist ecomomists
te bo the means of distriboting
wealth among the petty hourgeoisic
—the income from stocks decreased
from 1.9 billion in 1932 to 1.67 bil-
Hon under the New Deal in 1083,

While wages, salaries and divi-
dends decreased, however, the di-
rect profit on business {either from
ownership, partnership or bonos)
inerepsed from 1.7 to 1.9 billion.

(Continwed on Page 3)
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THE FIRING LINE

Defeating the Militants in
Illinois - The Real Story

tnation. The Left Wing group has

camp had gone on a holiday and
the Salvation Army refused to feed
ug, although the table was elegant-
Iy set for the officials, on the pre-
tense that we were too late.

At Busquebanna, FPa.,, we wers
pulled off the train and threatened
with 30 days in jail. Afler some
explanation the raliroad bull dircet-
pd ws bo the transient camp and ad-
vised us to take a day's rest and
dry our elothes, We took his ad-
vies, I was foreed to aleep on the
flaor becouse the transient autbhoris
tice have oot discovered that Ne-
groes sleep in beds

We left our last tronsient camp,
in Port Jervis, with a group of
hobo genluses. From Jersey City
we caught a bus to New York, took
a subway to the office of the Mili-
tant, went home with o comrade (o
wash the dost from our faceg and
attended the celebration meeting of
the joint convention that mnight.
The conventions of the League and
the merger were over. The song
was over, but the melody of enthu-
pinsm lingers on,

—SIMON WILLIAMBON.

nted from Labor Action

The Left Wing faction of the I
M. of A. has time after time made
nnity with Communist miners, over
the heads of Ralph Shaw and B. E.
Gebert. 'We have no reason to alter
pur poliey in thia connection. We
are dealing with n coal miners'
gituation ; therefors, when we speak
of united fronts im the Progressive
Miners union we deal with members
of that organization, amd not with
people who have opposed and
geabbed on the Progressive Mioers
of America.

The stioggle In the P. M. of A.
to nomingte & Left Wing slate was
conducted withont ballyhoo a Ia
Commuonist Party. The line of the
Léft Wing factlon was one of con-
gentrating on local union elections.
ghaw states that the refusal of
the Left Wing to unite with the
Communist Party enabled Willlam
Eeck, reactionary incumbent sec-
rotary-treasurer, bo secure the no-
mination for president withoot op-
poaition. In another paragraph he
hpstens to assure the renders of thcl
Dally Worker that the Communist
Party will support Joe Burreall,
Leit Wing candidate for scerefary-
treasurce. Shaw does not explain
just how the refusal of the Left
Wing to join in a united front with
the (L P, resulted In electing Keck
presldent of the union by acclami-
tion.

The Heal Story

Here is the real story: Doring
the nominations for union offices in
Amalgamated local union Number 1,
at Gillespie, I, with a meémber-
ship of some 2,400 members, Claude
| §, Pearcy, Incumbent president,
was nominated by his faction for
the position of secretary-treéasurer.
Joe Burrell, Left Wing candldate, |
was nomineted by our faction. As
predicted, the vote proved to be
very close. In order to make it
pagler for the reactioparies to win
the mnomination the Communist
Party miners, not of their own free
will, but because of fraction dlsci-
pline, nominated Laverns Pruett,
who everyone agreed had very
little ehanee to receive the nomina-
tionr. The regult of the vote on the
pominess resulted in Pearcy re-
celving 118 votes; Burrell 115; and
Pruett 4. Burrell was soubbed out
Ly n nose, thanks to the treachery

erry Christma
F. D.'s Little Gift

To the Jobless

ii—

Gu-m

FERA 30 cent Minimum Wage is Abandoned

Just a year ago President Roose-
velt handed the upemployed &
Chelstmes gift in the form of OWA,
Men who had been ont of work for
pevern]l vears gratefully accepted
wages of 212 a week—and some-
times more—Tfor “real work”. The
President was going to abolish the
dole—and Christmas was 04 jovouns
time for those who had been put
on CWA, and a time of happy antl-
cipation for those who werc still
getting relief put hoped for CWA
joba sndn.

Anotler Chrlstmas will be here
o o few days, Presldent Hoozevelt
has a new gift for the unemployed.
FERA, which succceded CWA last
apring, has abandoned ts 30-cent-
an-hour minimum wage rate. In-
stead, rates are to be set by local
relief boards (which means by em-
plovera of labor) In accordance
with local wage standards,

A Merry Christmas

It's & merry Chrisimns for the
bosses, who have been begging for
this ever since CWA was started.
Reporis from the south tell of new
mipimum retes of § cents an hoor
and mazimum of 15 cents in some
districts.

Removing the restrictions on
PERA wages has had the result the

emplovers hoped for; it has affected
wages for employed men. The

moved, again reports [ATMETs pay-
ing laborers as little as O centa a
day: and, since employers, farm
and industrial, wsually run the re-
lief boards, threate of withdrawal
af rellef can be used io force the
workera to nccepd.

Felief Administrator Harry Iop-
kins, whose good but futile inten-
tigns promise to pave bell for the
pnemployed, fought long against
lowering the minimom wage stand-
ard. But President Roossevell, under
presgure from employers, forced ae-
ceplance.

Uremployed Are Fearful

The unemployed are fearfal that
the relief administration’s accep-
tanee of the bosses’ wishes in this
instance presages further trouble
for them, Pressure ls being brought
to redues the already  inadequate
reliof standards. While the Ecripps-
Howard pewspapers publish o sur-
vey in 24 areas In the country,
ghowing 18,000,000 men, women and
children are receiving public relief

{ who contributed more geEnerously
gouth, where luck of organization through a greater sense of respon-
by labor alwaye gives employers |
the jump when restrictions are re-| must have been others who want

and poeinting out that “the present
outlay Is inadequate”, buzkness men
ars asking for investigatlons amd
insisting that relief be reduced.

Red Sees the

Coming From the Press

Finds the Shop Coffee Good - And Black

By RED

Firat thing you see 18 a big coffee
pot. In fact there are two coffee
pots and a dozen cups. Taolf the
cups are clean and balf the cops
gre not clean. The biggest big cof-
fee pol sits on top of o litthe heater
which iz sometimes hot and some-
times mot s¢ hot.

You go through o dark hallway on
the first floor, and at the back A
door opens into the print shop of
the Piooeer Puoblishera of ithe

Yoioe of Wall Sirest

Bpeaking in San Franciscs, Win-
throp W. Aldrich, chairman of the
Chase National Bank of New York,
plegded for a return fo direet home
pelief and abandonment of work re-
lief projectz. Concerned about the
ineroased tax burden—and evident-
ly not at all about the effect on the
upemployed — Mr. Allrich talked
about business and taxes and bud-
gets  (government  budgets, of
conrse, not more adequate budgets
for the uncmployed ). He wants the
cost of rellef borme by local coms
munities: ot did not suggest bow
loceal communities which are now
defaulting their boods conld meet
these costs,

Jlearly, whot the bosses want 1s
a return of relief to local commu-
pnitiez over which they have more
eontrol, so that they can reduce
atandards and, by making voluntary
contribuilons, or scliing taxes
throngh loenl politiclans, can  me-
duee at the same time their re-
sponsibilities,

In this connection, it g Interest-
ing to mote that Community Chest
campalgns—{for private agencies—
(his vear have Deen more sUCOEss-
ful than for several yeara past, and
in many citics exceaded their
guotas. For every bunsiness man

gibility—or sense of guolltf—there
to see rellef back in thelr own
hands.
Using Sales Taxes

The growing custom of using
gnles tazes for relief in anihber
svmptom of the treod for industry
to play the tune in rellef, MNew
York City has just put n tux of 1
and 2 per cent on all articles cost-
ing more than 12 cents, exempling
foods, Mayor LaGuardin, who mode
gpecches in Congress againsg g Lo
taxes n couple of Years ago, sug-
pested an income tax, but the bank-
erg have o wiy of persuading the
liberal mayor what 1z best for the
cify—and the bankera.

And So—Merry Xmas!

Oetober, balmy month  that it
wag, added 370600 families to the
rollef rolls, according te prelimi-
pary figures by the Relief Adminis-
tration in Washington. This brought
the {otal to 4,082,000, as compared
with 3,010 518 in October of 1933.

Another report from Washington
ghowed that while Incomes under
25,000 during 1933 had decreased,
those above this fAgure had in-
oreased.

Merry Christmas?

New Militan

“We're Hept Busy”

“Yoou," snid . Marcns, who takes
eare of the financial end of the
shop, whichever end that happens
to be, “we're kept busy. We're
getting out 8,000 copies of this is-
gue.  Tha type 18 set for the fArst
pamphlet of the Workers Party—
the Declaration of Principles. The
firat printing will be 10,000, A mew
pamphlet will be Issued each month.
We're printing thousands of ihe
membershlp cards. And In  addi-

—_———
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Huilding Trades War

“When thieves fall out, hones!
men get their due”, says the ol
proverb. And while it may no
apply entirely in the case of th
officlals of the Buildiog Trades e
partment of the Amegican Federa
tlon of Labor, this rift in the ranks
of the old guard labor leadership
merlts the most carelul attention
by those who are cut to revive the
fighting spirit of the trade union
movemeant,

There has always been trouble
between the hig unions of the Build-
ing Trades—electriclans, carpenters,
bricklayers and their supporters—
and the smaller unions of the de-
partment. For many years the Blg
Three were unafiliated with the
Bulldlng Trades Department of the
Pederation. Last apring. bowever,
they jolned again amd the unity of
the bullding trades was halled with
much jubiles anpd shouting.

. = @
It Didn't Last

A short alx months and the war
wus on again, At the 3an Francis-
o convention of the A. F. of L. the
ranks were dgain divided when the
smaller uwnlons in control of the
Imvpartment refused to seat thelr
opponenis at the B T.D. conference.
It wus o serfous split and theé Fed-
eration convention was unable to
settle it. All efforts since bave becn
fruitless, A conveotion of the De-
partment called by Willinm Green
was attended only by the Big Three
and thelr supporters. The Depack-
ment was reorganized and in con-
gequence wa now bave teo depart-
mentd, each claiming to represent
the building trades unlons of the
A, F. of L.

L] L]
Jurisdiction Claines

Eebind the whole fight is the bit-
ter jurisdictional squabble which
has always cursed the unlons of
this industry. Whe, for example,
hangs metal deors?  Bheet  metal
workers, iron workers and earpsen-
ters have claimed the work, What
union takes care of moving metal

Mail Orders
Specialty of
Pioneer Shop

The Pioneer Hookshop — Jack
Wasserman, minager-—at 102 Enat
11th Btreet, jost of Fourth Avenue,
is the New York beok shop of the
new parly.

The shop speclalizes In  fllling
mall orders to ont of town custom-
ers and in carrying the literature
of all political tendencles inm the
working class movelment.

“We can gecure any ook nof in
atock within 12 hours,"” saye a sign.

The walls are lined with books.
The tables are stacked with pam-
phlets,  In the rmcks are current
periodicals and pDewspapers  from
many countries,

“One of the tasks before the
Workers DParty,” Wasserman ex-
plalned, “ls to get out a popular
gerles of books and pamphlets."

Wasserman Is alsp manager of
the Ploncer Publishers whe will
isgue &l oew Workers Party pam-
phlets durlng the next giz months.
A pamphlet gach month.

Subscriptions to the pamphieis,
which will be printed to sell for
ten ecents, are being taken by the
bookshop ot 50 cents for the six,

Within the next six months the
Ploneer BHoeokshop hopes to have a
mailing list covering the 48 states,
Wassorman sald.
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IN THE UNIONS

furniture? The lsi s endless and
the jurisdictional Aghis and strikes
that they have caused bas ripped
labor solidarity in the building
irades to pleces. With the coming
af the NEHA and the Inauguration
of the tremendous government
buflding program, the issue hos be-
come even sharper.

The eontral of the Bulldiog
Trades Department has become an
important weapon in the Jurisdic-
thonal war, sinee Department offi-
clals are the ones who confer with
government ageneles in charge "of
building projects. They have &
groat deal of infloence In determin-
ing what kind of jobs should be
done and what arrangements made
to carry them out. Building Trades
burcaucrats are afrald of the thou-
aands of unemployed in their mem-
pership. If the per capits is to con-
tinue rolling fn and thelr power to
continne onchallenged, work must
b found for ms many as possible,
The control of the Building Trades
Depariment s a matter of vital
cofcern to the union moguls. OnD
it may depend, in large measure,
thelr very existonce,

B % &
Does It Mean Split?

Thi gmaller unlons know that the
Big Three ntended to take the
reins into thelr own bhands. They
are determined to keep control
themeel vis,

As yet, no solotion has been
fonnd. The A. F. of L. itself must
aupport the Big Three. Butb it must
alzs find zome solution soon if one
group or the other Is not to pull
out of the Foederntion ranks entire-
lv. The situation 18 already giving
plenty of headaches to the execu-
tlve counell of ihe Federation. They
koow that unless some compromise
can be patelsd up and patched up
aoom, a jurlsdictional war Is likely
to engue which will make all those
which have gone before look like
gham battles, Soehh a confilet, In
frct, may go so far and be so vie-
ious that unlonism may be practi-
cally wiped ont in the industry.
The bullding trades organizations,
furthermore, have always been the
financial and political backbone of
the Fedeeatlon old guard. Un-
shakeably conservative in their pol-
icles, they have constltuted a Rock
of Gibralter spainoet progressive
ldeas,

For their own self preservation,
some aort of scttlement will have
to be worked ont. Indicotlons are
that some sort of compromize will
e concluded in time to prevent all
nround throat-cutting from  killing
organizations in the Industey.

Basically, however, the conflict
will continue unttl the reign of
bureaucracy, gangsterism and cor-
ruption Is wiped out, and until steps

toward Industrial  unlonlsm. are
taken., That is the job of the pro-
gressives.

@ @
epariment Stores

There ate few coses on record of
gtrikes of depariment stoTe om-
plovess. The labor tarnover I8
great, the percentage of skilled
workers small. Employess generally
eonglder thelr jobs Az temporaty
and are unwilling to organize on
thiat basis. Inm Milwaukes, how-
ever, 1,000 employees of the Boston
gtore have gone out in oa  strike
which presents a nomber of inter-
exting anglea. The workers are or-
ganized into a number of crafl un-
jons of which three-—elerks, jani-
tors and truck drivers—bhave strock.
Four other groups—the electricians,
painters, carpenters and linolenm
layere——have remained on the job
because of contracts and are Work-
ing side by side with seabs,
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