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THE MILITANT

Party to Act
On I?ifcnse

The founding conventlon of the
Waorkera Party nnanimously adopt-
ed three resolutlons oo defense
questions, including one endorsing
the Ides of setting up o broad, mil-
itant labor defense  organiza-
tion, It ls Inlerestlng to note a
legding comrade of the W. P,
James [P, Cannon, was secretary of
ine International Labor Defense
from the time of it founding untll
the Stalinist regime transformed it
from g class instrament into a pup-
pet of the Communist Party. Other
W, P. leaders have been active In
defense work.

The resolutions adopted &t the
eonvention are the following:

RESOLUTION ON MOONEY

In the history of the American

clnss siruggle there huas been Bo
mere striking ilustration of capl-
fulist oppression and class justice
than the case of Tom Mooney now
completing the elghteenth year of
his martyrdom Iin San Quentin
Prison In the State of California,
Imprisoued there at the behest of
the capitallst class of California,
after his life hed  been saved
theough the intercession of the or-
gaplzed revolutlonary workers of
Russin who demanded his freedom,
he has steadfastly refosed to con-
cede to the proposal that he obtaln
lberiy at the cost of whitewashing
the criminal copspicators of the
judlclary whe placed him in jall.

Tom Mooney's freedom will be
renliped solely through the organ-
izad expression of that profonnd
indignation felt by all workers that
one who shonld be at liberty and
leading in the struggles of the day,
is kept in conflnement year after
vear, The organleation of a great
campaign for the liberation of our
glass brother ls a solemn duty and
i vital need of the whole clasa.
The Workers Party of the U, 8,
gt its founding convention, pledges
ita unremitting efforts in a struggle
tor the Uberation of Tom MooDey.

To Tom Mooney himself this con-
veption gends its warmest comrade-
Iy greeting and a solemn pledge of
aolidarity.

RESOLUTION ON HOLSTEIN

The founding conventlon of the
Workers Party of the ‘U. 5. has
been Informed of the plot instigated
by the capltallst class of Minnea-
polls acting through the labor-hat-
ing OCitlzens Alllance and FPolice
Chief Hloody Mike Johannes, o
raliroad milltant trade goionists to
thelr death in order to deal a blow
to the trade unlon movemnet of
Minneapolis and especially to Gen-
eral Drivers Local 574,

To Emanuel Holateln, falsely
charged with murder, and whose
only crime has been that shoulder-
to-ghoulder with thonsands of his
trade unlon brothers he has go0lE
forward on the pleket line to defend
the rights of labor and to gain for
himself, hiz family and his clnss
brothers a standard of living above
the starvatlon level, we sénd greet-
ings and a pledge of solldarlty.

To the Trade Union Defense
Lengue of Minneapolis, orgenlzed
to defend Happy Holstein, wé
pledge our uutlugging st

This Convention gives to the N.
. of the Workers Party of the U.
%, the mandate to commuulcate im-
mediately with the Trade Unlon
Defense League and with Happy
Holsteln and to arrange measures
whereby we ean asslst in his -
tense,
RESOLUTION ON LABOR

DEFERNSE

The founding convention of the
Workers Party of the U, 8. takes
pote of the fact that the rising tide
of labor struggles is logleally ac-
gompanied by a wave of persecu-
Jon of laber militants and revelu-
tionaries throughout this couniry.
Hundreds of workers are today in
prison or jail, or =80 threatened,
solely because of thelr political or
seonomie views or activities In the
laper or revolutionary movements
It Is only a few weeks since a close
friend of our movement, Antonlo
Belloasi, was deported from this
gountry by the “liberal” Roosevell
vogime because he is A conflrmed
fighter against Itallan Fasclsm and
ita offehoots in this country. Today
members of our party active in
tride nnlon stroggles in Minneapo-
s are In danger of arrest oo &
frome-up charge of murder Inspired
by the labor-hating Cltizens AlH-
gnce of that clity. Not long ago
comrades A, J. Muste, James Cross
and H. Mayer were indicted in Bell-
ville, Ill. and Comrade Louls Bu-
denz and others In Toledo, Ohlo,
for the crime of asalsting workers
In & strike struggle. Comrades
rannon and Shachiman were jailed
in Minneapolls. Delegates to this
ponvention have falled to reach
thelr destlnation because the police
of various citles have arrested and
detatoned them.

While the heaviest blows of the
capitalist oppressors naturally Iall
apo. the most revolutlonary ale-
Meuts of the class and particularly
mermbers of the revolutlonary party,
these blows are also directed
against all militant and clags-con-
gelous workers and in times of
great ¢risls against all slements of
the population who dare to express
apindons or engage in nctions ini-
mical to the intérests and plans of
the capitallst exploiters and thelr
exseutive committes, the govern-
ment of the U. 8. and its subdivi-
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Workers Party of the U.S.

The American Workers Party and the Communist
Lengue of Ameries have united on the basis of the
following Declaration of Prineiples to form the
Workers Party of the T7.8.A.

THE DECLINE OF CAPITALISM

Capitallem in the stage of decline and decay as &
world system, subjects the masssd everywhere to In-
security, misery, Fascist terrorlam and war. The
present world erlsis marks much more than a depres-
glon ur dip in the busloess cyele. Under the capital.
Ist aystem of soclal and political relations the pro-
ductive machine cam no longer functlon effectively.
lts operations are directed not to fulfillment of
human needs but to the makiog of profite for private
inlividuals and corporations. It canoot expand the
productive forees forther—it cootracts them. It
cannot fepd the mnsses—In the very midst of pleaty
it starves them.

IMPERIALISM AND WAR

gSecking new outlets for oninvested capital and Dew
possibilities for capital accumulation, as well as
cheap raw materinls and profitable markets for the
goods which thelr own population could pot purchibe,
the capitalist nations entered the imperiallst stage
of their developmént. Having divided the world
among themselves the struggle for new caplitalist
outleta, for rivw materials and markets now becomes
daily more intense. Driven by the lash of the crisis
thie capitalisq mations are plunged into economic,
tutlff wnil exchange struggles and armament competi-
tion among themselves, The capitallsts strive to shift
the burdens of the crisls and the decline to other
csses, especinlly the working class and the colonlal
peoples. The period of the declie of capitalism is
necordingly marked by a series of the mightlest strug-
glea in history, imperialist wars, wars of liberation
of the colonlal peoples, and the revolutionary struggle
of the working class for ita own emancipation.

FARCISM

In its early progressive period capitalism fought
agalnat fendal and clerleal reactlon, and relled for
its vietory upon the support of the workers and
farmers. In the perfod of capitallst decline the
pwning eclass cannot maintain a measure of profita
and ite positlon of privilege aave by constantly re-
dncing the standards of the dispossessed majority
and presenily plunglug them into war. When the
snclal erlsls thus generated approaches a climax, and
ihe working class, as the result of the lack of a
strung revolutionary party, falls to act declsively for
a revolutionnry solutlon, it suffers intérnal demoval-
izatlon and loses the gonfidence of the middle class
magses rulned by the crigls. Under the domination
of fAnance capital, fasclam then succeeds In mobiliz-
ing the desperate middle class elements and even
certaln demoralized sectlons of the working clasa on
n reactionary basis. “Stabilization” ls thus tempor-
arily achieved by the destruction of the workers'
organlzations, the wholesale murder of working clasa
militants and the sappression of all forms of inde-
pendent ¢lass expresslon.

Under Fnsclsm demoeratic rights are suppressed,
alt the forms of demoeracy are abandoned. The
trade unlons and gll other independent organizations
nf workers and farmers are smashed or compelled to
become n passive part of the stale machinery. The
right to strike 1a abrogated. The standard of living
of the masses Is steadily drlven downward. Open
{error i exerclsed pot ooly egainst avowed revolu-
tlonlsts but agalpst any workers engaged in a mill-
innt siruggle for their owp defense. Fasclsm sows
division among the people by appeals to the basest
racinl prejudices and natlonaltstle passion. Thuos
capitulism nilies itself In its period of decllne with
everything that I8 archale and reactlonary and
hrentens to deive whole nations back Into barbarism
amd savagery.

AMERICA'S FLACE IN THE WORLD

With the war, the Unlted Btates rose to the posi-
tion of the leading imperialist power in the world.
It mssnmed this leading role at a time when capltal-
ism everywhere was in decline and conflicts between
ihe greal Powers were threfore Intensified. American
imperlalism cannot expand further, or even maintaio
18 existing world position, without cutting deeply
into the share of world power now 1o the hands of
;he other Imperialist nations, as well as inoto the
iving standards of the milllons in the U. B., Latin
Americn, Furope and Asia whom it exploits directly
s¢ from whom it exacts tribute. In extending Ita
power throughout the world, U. 8. capitalism thereby
niroduces the instabifity of the capitalist world
s¥stem Into its own foundations. The economy and
politlcs of the United States depend more and more
upon crises, wars and revolutions in all paris of the
world., These clreumstances profoundly shake all
the classes in the country, change the relations be-
fwern them, sharpen aod accelerate political differ-
catintions, and open the way for & stormy revolo-
fionnry development of the working class. In the

very nature of the power of U. B. lmperialimm, lia

those Irfepreseible confitcts that herald its collapse.

THE ROOSEVELT PROGRAM

The Roosevelt program 18 essentially that of mono-
poly capitallsm, concentrating power and wealth in
flve hands of 8 decressing few fAnanclérs and indos-
trialiata. It fosters an opet alllancs between Indua-
fry and fAnance and the government. It strengthens
monopollstie tendencies In the form of codes and
enltivates the view of the state as umplre in con-
fkets beiween capltal and labor. It seeks to tie the
frade union movement to the capltalist state machin.
ery, breaks sirikes under the pretext of impartial
composition of differences by government boards, and
attacks militant workers and thelr organisationa. Ita
vast military program ls designed both as an instro-
nent against dissatisfied sections of the populations
nt home nnd ag an agency of American imperialist
interests agaiost those of other nations fn the wars
ahlch are inevitable s0 long as capitallsm enduares,

THE ONLY WAY 00T

There iz only one alternative to capltallsm—=to
crises of enmuolative intensity, growing upemployment
and Impoverlshment, Fasclem, war and chaos, ending
not only in final collapse of the capltalist system but
in a relap=e into barbarism. That alterpative is to
wipe out the central contradiction of capitallsm, to
rake the ownpership and control of the natural re-
gources, the productive plant and the agencles of
distribution and communleation, out of the hands of
private Individuals and corporations, to uss and
operate them for the fulfiliment of human needs and
not for private profit, to buolld a soclalist soclety.
Thus and only thus ¢an the massés In the modern
world achieve plenty, securlty, peace and fresdom.

THE WORKING CLASS AND ITS ALLIES

The central position among the social forces which
must be depended upon to destroy the capltalist eco-
nomle system and the capitalist state and effect the
tranaitlon to a sclentific soclalist economy, belonge
to the working class, It will, however, nesd tha
support of other sections of society who are also ex-

ploited or oppressed. Bectlons of the middle clasa,
the debt-ridden farmers, the Negross as a parsecuted

race, the colonial and semi-colonial peoples of the
American Empire—these are the allles of the Amerl-
ean workers fighting & common foe, It 8 only in the
goclal revolutlon that all groups of workers and pro-
ducers, all the oppressed sections of the population,
cao fnd deliverance from insecurity, want aod ty¥-

TEnay.
THE CAPITALIST STATE AND DEMOCRACY

Tnls dellverance can come only as the resull of
vietory In & revolutlonary atruggle. The bellef that
we live in a free, democratic soclety In which im-
portant economic changes can be effected by persui-
glon, by education, by legal and parliamentary meth-
ods, ie an iflluslon. Such A bellef must be an illu-
glon in every capitallst sociely, and, in fact, in any
soclety which s divided Into soclo-economlc classes.
Freedom can be realized only in a society based upon
ihe economie and soclal equality of all Individuals
compoz=ing it, and no soclal and economle equnlity
can obtaln so long as the means of production nnd
dlstribution, by which members of society live, are
ontalde the control of soclety ms a whole. Capitalist
goclety, in which a small minority owns and controls
the means of production, means and must mean capi-
ralist dictatorship. The political forma of capitalist
pociety (monarchy, demoeracy, military dictatorship,
fascl=sm) are oply the means by Wwhich the actual
dictatorship of the controlling minorlly expresses
itselfl. The state or government g thus the political
instrument throogh which the owning clags exerclses
and maintaing Ite power and suppresses the working
class. A= the npecessary political phase, therefore,
of the change of ownership and control of industry,
the workers in the citles and on the land must take
control of state power by revolutlopary means.

CONQUEST OF POWER—THE WORHERS' STATE

The opportonity for the workers to take power will
pome in the course of the disintegration of material
life and of culture under capitallst dlctatorship.
The masses will find themselves faced with growing
hunger, lmpoverlshment, enrtailment of soclal ser-
vices, and the threat or actuality of fasclem and war.
Taking advantage of the growing discontent gemer-
ated by the erisis of capitaliem, led by the reviolne-
tionary party and supported by ever Iarger and more
slgnificant sections of the population, the workers
will take power and pat an end to the destructive
eourse of caplitallst dictatorship.

The faopdamental mass instrument of this struggle
for power, forged in the course of united actlons of
the workers, will be the Workers' Counclls (Soviets).,
The Workers' Councils, representing the interests of
the majority of the soclally productive elements of
the population, are the organs which mobilize the
workers for the revolutionary assault as well ag the
organization form of state power after the victory.
It is through them, not through the existing govern.
meéntal apparatug, which represents the intérests only
of the capitalist minority, that the workera will over-
throw the capitalist class and take power. The
workers will abolish the whole machinery of the
capitallst state in order to render it Incapable of
eounter-revolutlonary activity and because It cannot
perve a2 ihe instrumentallty for establishing 8 new
soclal order. It place will be taken by the workers'
gtate, based on the Workera" Councils. The workers'
gtate, while sssuring and continually extending far
more genulne and substantinl demockatic rights to
the masses than ever accorded to them under capl-
tallam, will function as a dictatorship of the working
eloss against Itz epemies.

ROLE OF THE REVOLUTIONARY FARTY

For the victory of the workers a revolutionary poli-
tical party I8 all-lmportant and indispensable. The
class war iz fought by clase armiss. The worklng
class as & wholé—to say mothing of Its necesanry
allléa 1a other eectlonz of the populatlon—is Dot
characterized by firm homogeneity, It Is divided by
conflicting philosophies, by separatlst Intereats of
caste, religion, natlonality, race, sex, age. Without
the revolutionary perty its most vallant struggles
fall to achieve lasting results. The working class
as o class, as A whole, cannot directly plan and guide
{ts battles, For that a staff, a vanguard Is neces-
sary—not imposed from above, without the possibility
of contred and verification from the ranks, buot rising
from the ranks by tested abllity and common ap-
proval. This 18 the revolutionary political party. It
embraces the most advanced, the most militant, the
most devoted workers, unites them firmly on the
bagis of tested principles, and welds them together
in rigorous disciplioe.

Tha revolutionary struggle of the workers can be
victorlous only on the conditlon that the Marxist
party has gained the confidence and support of the
majority of the working clasa and leads it im the
attack. The united front of different parties and
prganizations of the workers, welded together in the
Workers' Councils, can mobillze the workers anod
ponduct partial actions even when the revolutionary
party is yet supported only by the minority., Its
leadership in the Councils, however, are a prérequl-
slte for the revolutionary overthrow of the caplitalist
regime and the consolidation of the workers' rule.

The revolutionary party lkewise of necesalty leada
the working class in the copsolldation of ita power
after the victory, In the orgaolzation of socialist
economy, In the suppresalon of Internal counier-rev-
olutionars enemies, and In wars of the workers'
atates against caplitalist states, The role of the party
g8 the leader of the class continues untll all forms
of class organization, including the state and the
party, are finally dissolved in the classless soclety.

THE WORKERS PARTY OF THE U. 8.

The Workers Party of the U. B. 1s founded on the
great principles of revolotionary theory and practice
stated by Marzr and Lenin and tested by the experi-
ence of the class struggle on an International scale,
above all io the Russian Revolotion of 1817 (the
“Oetoer Revolution'), The Workers Party <on-
goives as ita duty the realistle application of thesa
principles to the present bistorlcal altuation. Slonce
its primary task is the defeat of the enemy at home
~—the overthrow of the capltalist government of the
United States—the Workers Party will seek, fArst
and foremost, to demonstrate to the working class of
the U. B. and its allles that the-application of the
principles of revolutlonary Marxism is the sole means
for the fulfillment of their historieal needs and in-
tarests. Proceeding from these principles, the Work-
ers Party of the U. B. will use the revolutionary
potentialities of Amerfcan tradition and history, and
adapt its tacties to the concrete sitnation and the
relation of class forces in the United Htates.

The Workers Party Is a voluntary organization of
the class consclons vangoard whose members are
onited by a system of ideas set forth in this Declar-
ation. Its organization principles are: democracy,
centralization and discipline, Freedom of discussion
of party problems and fresdom of eriticlam, Including
the criticlam of the leadérship and Ita policy, is the
inalienable right of every party member. The lead-
ership, from the lowest unit up to the Natfonal Com-
mittee, is freely elected by the membership and
subject to Its control and removal

The party Qonventlon 15 the highest aothority of
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- Declaration of Principles

the party; its declslons are binding on all members.
Every member is obligated to observe discipline in
action. The adminfstration of the party §s central-
jzed. Lower units are subordloate to the higher
pnlts, The Natlonal Committee as the representative
of the entire organization, elected at the Coovention,
nas full authorfiy to act for the party and to enforce
digcipline of sobordipate units. Party members
working in non-party organlzations are subject to
the confrol and direction of the respective party
bodles.

AL all times and under all conditions the Workers
Party malotaina its organizational and political im-
dependence. In relations with other political organ-
jzations, In united front actlons or other forms of
cooperation, the party, Wwhile obligating itsell 1o
digcipline in common actlon, reserves its right of
critictsmm and rejects in principle all “pacts of non-
aggrazsien’.

FOUNDATIONS OF A SOCIALIST SOCIETY

The mest Important of the economic measures to be
taken by the revolutionary government in its initial
perlod iz the appropriation and socialization, without
compensation, of all monopolles in Industry and
and; all mioes, factorles and shipping; all publle
atilitias, railronds snd other organized means of
compmunication; all banks, credit agencies, gold
stores; amd all other supplies and serviees that the
revolutionary government finds it necessary (o take
aver in onder to lay the foundations of a socialist
gociety, This soclallzation of the means of produc.
tion and exchange injures gnly the small handfol of
finaugiers, landlords and industrialists whose private
control of the resources of the country Is the source
of hunger, unemployment and Insecurity for the great
bulk of the people. The polley of soclalization pur-
pued by the Workers' State will make possible the
pnarantes to every willing worker of a well-paid
job, securlty agalnst anemployment, and insuraoce
agninst industrial risks, old age, and sickness, There
will be mo nesd for the Workers' State to impose
nrbitrary and oppresgive messures upon small indl-
vidual proprietors and farmers. The example of the
pocial and personal mdvantages of the soclallst or-
ganization of production, and assistance from the
workers’ government, can be trusted to lead them to
voluntary collectivization, Sociallem  will release
the productive forces to gerve the needs of men, and
will enable production to be planned rationally in
terms of actual soclal reqolrements. It will allow
the utilizatlon of every technlcal improvement. The
lelsure and educational opportunities which wiil ac-
company these material advantages, together with
removal of the dead-welght of the perverted capltal-
ist culture, will offer every individual possibilities
for the fullest creative development.

THE GOAL OF A CLABSLESS SBOCIETY

The aelimination of all soclally uoeeleza and para-
glile clazsea and groups will proceed aimulinneously
with these matéeria]l and cultoral changes. The én-
fire population will be transformed infto & com-
munity of free produders owning the total pro-
duetive wenlth and resources of soclety. The
newd of coerclon and repression of socially allen
claazes will disappear with the disappearance of
ihese clamseg, With It will vanish the nesd for o
ptufe machlnary—even t(he workera' state. The
nobleat objective of the human race, the classléss
commiinlat soclety which inmugurates a new era for
all mankind, will be realized,

The working class can bulld a complete soclallst
soclety only on the basls of world divislon of labor
and world cooperation. The Workers Party alme not
merely to lead the workiog cless of the U, 8. ip
revolotion but to unite with the workers of all other
countrles in the international revolution and the
etaablishment of world-socialiem, Modern forces of
production have compelled capitalism itself to trans-
cend uatlonal boundarles. Imperialism, itself a
nredntnry foree, cannot, hvl.'.l"!'l'.*\"-!'r, achleve a harmoni-
onn goclety. ‘World-soclallam fs the only solutlon
for the conflleta and disorderas In the modern world,
a8 wall as for the major contiradictlioms within a
gingle natlom. A soclallst soclety will wtilize ration-
mlily the natural resources and prodoctive machinery
af the earth in the Ihterests of the people of the
earth, snd solve the conflict between the efficient
development of productive forces and the artificlal
redtrictions of national boundarles. It will grant
the rights of free oulteral self-determination and
galf-development to all natlone and all individaals
World.sociallem will remove the cavses of Interna-
tlona wars that under capltalisza now  serlously
threnten to send mankiod into barbaclem or complete
destructlon.

CRITICISM OF EXISTING PARTIES

The founding of the New Party on the basls of the
present Declaration s the obe possible step toward
revolutlonary unlty. A mere attempt to fuse the
programs and tactles of existing partles would lead
nowhera since carefnl analyels reveals thelr falsity
and Inadegqnacy.

A. Boclalist Party

The Sccialist Poarty Is not & party of revolution
but of reform and paclfism. The fuondamental error
aof all wings of the party is (heir falee conception of
the natore of the state and of the colonlal question.
From this flow lta parliamentary illusions, its notion
that the workers can achleve power within the
framework of existing state forms, Its fetlshism of
cipltallst demoeracy, lis pollcles of class collabora-
tion, and betrayel of colonlal revolts and revolutlons,
It iz abliated and gives alleglance to the bankrupt
Becond International, which bears the responsibility
for supporting the last imperialist war, and whose
leading section, the German Boclal-Democracy, openly
ailded the capitalista to soppress revolutionary up-
risings of the workers and made possible the triumph
of Fasclam In Germany. The Soclalist Party con-
ducts no struggle against the reactlonaries in the
trade unlon movement and Important gectlons of the
Farty are directly mssoclated with these elemenbs.
Though now &s at other perlods in its history the
Perty contalns many milltant and leftward moving
workers, the powerful rlght wing elements in the
Party openly spurn and combat all revolotlonary
tendencles. The radical phreses of the centrlst wing
rapregented by the “Militant” leaders serve as a
cover for an essentlally weformist attltude and @
polley of capitulation to the right wing. The Party
and the Second Internatlonal with which It is amil-
ated therefore serve the purpose of hindering the
consistent development of the workers to a revolu-
tlonary position. The genulvely revolutlonary work-
erg In the Boclallst Party can carry out the implica-
tiona of their position only when they break with
the reformists and soclal patriots and unite with
the Workers Party and the New International,

b. The Commumist Perty

The adoption of a pationalist, and therefors non-
revolutlonary theory and practlee, assoclated with
the abandonment of the princlple of workers' demo-
eracy In the Third International and its sectlons,
constitutes the root canse of thelr decline and degen-

ary principle, the 2tallnlst bureancracy of the C.P.
AU, which mechanieally dominates the Third Inoter-
miational apd s sectlons, has everywhere followed
u eentrist zigzag policy, which in the U. 8, for
cxnmple, has ranged Trom opportunistic eforts to
copperate In the formatlon of the LaFollette "Thicd
Party” of middle-claszs radicalism to partlean ex-
clugivenes and wlbrn-leftlam.

Mo gemblance of party democracy obtains ln the
Interunfional or iis sectlons, They have sponsored
divigive tactics In the trade wonlons and otheér masa
organdzations, the policy &f ballding dunl sectarinn
wulons, the theory of soclnl fseclsm and the tactic
ane day of the puited front from below, and the next
day of purely formal anited fronts “only from above'™
n which “non-nggresslon pacts™ with reformist par-
ties are concluded. They have resorted to low, viclous
tactics in the labor movement, time and again order-
Ing thelr members to break up meetings called by
other labor ovgunizgntions, and to beat up spokesmen
of other viewposints. In their own ranks, dissident
oploion is stifled and burenveratiam relgne supreme,

The . I. and its sections are completely and me-
chandeally dominated by the bureaucracy of the CO.P.
.17 As the revolutionary tide temporarily sobslded
in other countrics, the Hussian workers wera obvi-
onsly confronted with the need of concentrating upon
the tremendons jask of laying the foundations of a
socinlist economy fo the Soviet Union, In expectation
of decizive nid from the workers in other lands when
the next revelutionary wave raised them to power.
At this juncture the leaders of the C.P.B.U., how-
ever, instend of purseing the work of laying the
fonndations of A soeinlist economy in the 8. U. as
one significant part of the movement for warld revo-
intion, adopted the position that a soclallst soclety
could be built in e Soviet Unlon alone (the theory
of “spcialism In ome country™) even though revolu-
tions did not take place In other counnteles and that
ihe bullding and defense of “socialism in the Soviet
Union™ is the frst and well-nfgh exclusive task of
the entire world revolotlonary movement. In the
process of mechanically imposing thls position upon
the Communist parties of other countrles all sem-
blance of party democracy was wiped out. Thesa
partles, instead of concentrating their attentlon and
inergies primarily upon advancing the revelutionary
movement and seeking the overthrow of the capital-
st state in these countries, became Httle more than
agltational groups dedicated to so-called “defense of
the 8. 1.", pacltist agitatlon “against war and Fas-
clam”, ete,

This degeneration of the Communist partles every-
where and thelr diversion from the task of achieving
the revolution in the capitalist countries, weakened
the real defense of the Soviet Union and contributed
to the defeat of the workers in other lands, as was
b tragleally demonstrated by the collapsa of the
. I In Germany wWhen Hitler ¢came t* power, The
effective defense of the Soviet Union today and the
support of those revolutionists o the 8, U, who fght
for the reform of the Soviet State and the revival of
thie Dolshevlk Party of Lenin's tine based on the
priveiples of revolutionary internationalism and
workers' democracy depend therefore upon the build-
ing of new revolutionary partles In the capltalist
countries and a new revolutlonary international. To
aecomplish all these objectives we devote ourselves
with all our ewergles to the bullding of the new
revalutionary party in the United Stapes,

¢ Centrist Political Grouplngs

The Workers Party of the U. 5. firmly opposes
centrist organizations and tendeéncies on the natlonsl
amd lwternntional felds, which try to reconclle or to
fimd g middle-of-the-road positlon between revolu-
tlonary Marxism and reformism.  While ready to
cooperate with organizations and groups evolving
from reformism or centrism to revolutionary Marzism
the Workers Party will not tolerate any conclliation
with reformist or centrist policies.

d. Lahor ms Farmer-Labor Parties

At present the Farmer-Labor party movement In
this country 1s weak and Inconsequential. It is,
however, possible that there will rise into belng &
talrly “radical” farmer-labor movement, or some
combination of farmer, labor and mlddle class move-
ments, which will seek to reform capitalism,

The workera® revolutionary movement faces a com-
plicated problem in dealing with such developments.
It is the task of the revelutionista to bulld thelr own
party, not to engage In bulldiog up any parcty of
reform. In the period of capltalist Jdecline, so-called
reformist parties cannot pretend to the progressive
role they bave played decades ago. Politleal and
cconomic concesslong can now be wrested from the
capdtalist clasa only by means of the most resolate
ind militant class stroggle. Besides, any party
which purporis (o represent two or more clagses on
o egqual footlng, or te direct Its appeal “to all
classes,” |5 essentlally a middle class party doomed
to frresolution and surrender to the big capltalists
In every declelve test. We do mot believe that the
American  working class  must inevitably pass
throngh & protracted experfence with reformist par-
ties. It i entirely possible that it will elther skip
this stage, or else concentrate It within & briel
perlod.  Another dangerons aspect of middle clags
réform movements, In the present period, s the fact
that they easlly fall prey to those demagegle appeals,
chanvinistie slogans and reactionary ideas of cleas
harmony which are the hallmack of the fasclsi
movement, However, the membership of these groups
represent real hlocs of soclal unrest and of potential
autagonizsm to the existing order. The Workers
Party will work out its tactles toward thess groups
and movements In the light of it basie principles.
The masses in the movements must be won to Bup-
port the revolutlonary movement. The revolutionary
party will show them by theory and historical ex.
ample, and ‘above all by itsa own activitles that the
actunl consequences of the policles of reform move-
ments, bere ag In all other countries, are directly
opposed to thelr avowed aims, that they act to pre-
sarve capitalism, and hence are Inimical to the inter-
@t of the workers. In order that it may effectively
perform this task the revolutionary party must at
all times malntain its own political and organization-
il Integrity and independence,

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL

The workers” revolution by Its very nature is in-
ternational in character. Beglaming In one or more
countries it must be extended progressively to others
until it embraces the entire world and establishes
soclallsm as A world system. The revolotionary
party must therefore be an international party with
sections In every country. We are thersfore com-
mitted to the formatlon of new revolutionary parties
throughout the world and thelr union In a New In-
ternational. The needs of the working class move-
mént In earller perlods of capltalist development led
to the fermatlon of the First and later the Second
International, and demanded the establighment of the
Third Interoatlonal when the Second betrayed the
working class in the war and post-war erisis. Today
the existing Becond and Third Internatlonals wra

eration. Having left the Srm ground of revolutton-bankrupt. The problem of International organization
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