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What the Inner Regime of the Communist Party Looks Like

The Commuonist party of the TS,
A, I8 beyond doubt the worst ex-
wmple, In any capiialist country, of
the devastating effects of Stalinism
in the worklng class movement.
One guestion has persistently per-
plexed the average militant: How
is it possible for the leadership to
go from one blunder to another, to
chalk up defeat after defeat for the
Communist parly and the working
class, to commit the greatest enor-
mities and crimes, without generat-
ing n rank and file rebellion that
woitld Aing the leadership on to the
serap-beanp?  An  intimate  koow-
ledge of the inner workings of the
Stalinist machine, a5 excmplified by
its American scction, will supply
the answer to this gquestion. The
documenta and facts which we have
at hand will shed a revealing lght.

In considering a pormal working
clogs organization, it is customary
to start at the bottom and follow
the superstructure which i bailt up
on 1t. That's exactly what would
b o fatally wroong and misleading
appreach te the Communist party.
The renson? 1t ia not a normal
working class organization, but one
of the most unigue in modern thmes,
Every lost vestige of workers de-
mocraey has been destroyed @no i,
root and heanch. It can be ano-
Iyzed mnd nnderstood only by stark-
ing from the top and moving down-
wrd, just as you would do if you
had to aet aboot dipging o difeh.
It i with the intensely bureancra-
tized lendership that the beginning
minst e madle,

Inverding Minlature Stalins

The Hialinist theory and proctice
of leadership and organization has
prevalbed in the Third Internation-
al for quite some tlme. 1t has now
piziched it highest point, or rather,
ft= lowest depth, The first prinel-
ple of the contral Stalinist machine,
in whose hands arve all the control-
ling thrends, & to find, manufae-
ture, groom or invent a thoroughly
rellable “national lemder®. He be-
comes 4 minlature Stalin, on 1 na-
tlonrl =eale.  Just s Sialin has
established the signlficant practice
of never having ithe porty leader-
ship referred to any wiy eXcept as
“the Central Committes with ocom-
rade Stalin at lta head™, he like-
wise prranges. matters for thoss
wham he appoeints in each country
o serve him with what the Ger-
g call  “Kadavergehorsamkelit®™
—ihe obedience of a corpse,. Thus
the Germon Stalinist must repeat
every day, like a plous Mohamme-
idnn, “the Bolshevik Central Com-
mitbet with eomrade Thaclmann at
fta hesd”. ‘The Frenehman must
miake his ritunlistic obeisanee o
*rthe Bolshevik Central Committes
with comrade Thores at i3 hend™.
In the United States, the “head” i
Farl DBrowder, Genernl - Sccrefary

Browder (god forbld!)

more =imply and Blantly, they wene
for cxzample, !

exlieil. Blittelman,
wns sent to eool his beels in the

desolate parts of Rusaln, and to this |
duy he has not been reinstalled to |

an imporiant  position. At the
Cleveland party
thiz year, Browder merely
down the lnw, and Bitielman—once
a terror Iln the party but now o
hroken reed—was not even elected
to the Contral Committes, Johne-
stone, another Leftist suspect who
waa for “cleaning out™ all the Love-
sroncites, was sent packing to Indla.
fuck was spirtted away to the
warm climes of Latln  America.
Krmbein was sent to England and
Bell to Irefamd. Afier a period of
testlng ang re-testing, Stalin final-
I¥ hit upon the least talented, and
copsequently the most degirable, of
the former Fosterltes, Browder.
Hedacht, o post-152%  convention
period member of the seeretariat,
wis peensioned off inte the W0,
Minor, anolher se¢refarint member,
was brutally driven out of any po-
litheal work of directorinl lmpoe-
tamee and sent to make speeches.
The »eeretarint became n thing of
the past, The (ime was ripe for a
General-Secretary, and the proper
candidate wna at hand. Browder
got the job,

The Rubber Stamp Pol-Buresu

Brawider I8 responsible to  abse-
lutely nobody but Stalin, who, like
the Tard himself, glveth and taketh
away ol miust be pralsed—eon-
stantly. The Politleal Burean of
ihe party, once an important, re-
spotiglble and representative body,
i= todloy a hand-picked institotion
whirh has no actoal control over
the General-Secreinry, Tis  only
pogzible funetion iz o potential one.
‘Tloat is, shonld the time come when
geta  tdo
presumptuous, or if he must be
minde the grapegoat for some catas-
trophe which cannot easily be ex-
Mained away, the Political Bureau,
upon order from the Etalin machine,
will antomatically remove him into
abliviem. The fate of his predeces-
=0ra proves that no simpler problem
exi=ts in the world than to “ellmi-
nate over night the artifclally man-
nfpetured “leaders”™ of the Stalinist
partiesa.

Just as Browder s personally
pleked by Staling so he in torn per-
=onally pleks the Polltical Bureau,
Whose compositlon and  activitles
are unknown to nine-tenths of the
party membership! Here too iz to
be found a unbque aspect of the
Stalin internal regime. The Politi-
cal Boreou mast not be made up of
the leading, most experienced and
moat qualified party members, That
might be necesanty if there were
any policies to discuss, or political
problems and dispotes to thrash ot

collectively. Bot under Stalinism,

anid almighty poobah of the party.|the “line™ i3 simply handed down

After the expulsion of the Love-
gtone clique in 1920, a scoretoriat)
wns  established in which  those |
Loveatoneites who jumped over the
fenee in tlme had the majority. No
genernl-secretary was appointed in
Mosenw for the simple reason that
Stalin was taking no chamees with
unknown quantities; he wanted to
be sure of s moen first. Little by
little, the weedlng-ont process was
gone (hrough, Recaleltrant Foater-
ftes, partlculavly the not enatirely
house-broken “Leftists”, were re-
lentlessly eliminated, or to put It

from the Moscow secretariat to Its
ngent in New York, He is directly
reapensible,. He =sits in the center
of the Politleal Bureau and, like
i Delphie oracle, interprets the
transmitted *line”. There 18 no
illacnssion, and above all, oo dis-
pute, How can there be? To devi-
ute to the Right or Left of a decl-
slon I8 just aboul the most danger-
ong thing a party boreauerat can
do, ar 20 many have learned. The
surezl way of being right, ood
Anying where yon are, ls to nod
your hegd solemnly and  wisely,

e

REVIEWING
THE NEWS

S0 You Can't Take It, Mr. Young!

Crwen 10, Young, chalrman of the

boatd of the General Electrle Come
pany, comnselled the stodents of an
Avkonzax college against the fast
teiupo of moedern times.  “Hecent
pvenis,” he artfculated with a -
nlgn ahem, “have gone =0 fnsl a8 o
get out of hand, Today we do not
gep preat mosses of people orderly
wid  intelligently  moving apward
ibless me Hannoh, but what does
the dear old gent mesn?), ot mil-
liona of people in every land hang-
ing on in panie to thizs treadmill of
tercific speed, which ne one seems
able to gontrol.”

Oke by us Mr. Young. Why not
gtart thiz slowness campalgn right
now, Aud what o marvellons op-
portunity for yom to revive that
good old custom of cxample setting.
Why not slow down the tempo of
the General Electrie worka? (Glve
vour men shorter hours, incréass
their wages and thus insare foT
them more lelsare. What? Tou
gay you didn"t mean that at all?
Well, well, waoll.

]

Is There Any Possible Conmection
Department?

On Tuesday of last week ‘the pa-
pors carried headlines to the effect
fhat the war between Bolivia and
Paraguay had taken on a new fer-
oeity. On Wednesday of the same
week, turked awpy fn a corner of
one of the most respectable of the
morning papers appeared the fol-
lowing ftem: “The anmouncenent
of the Internatlonal tin commitbes
in London of an Increase of 40,000
tons In Bn]‘_;'r!a'a guota meAns mMOTE
than 315000000 in Bollvlan peve-
nue, Before the increase Bollvik
wag exporting 14,000 tons, the rev-

roue permitting her to fnkoes the
Chaes war withont any extra tax-

| ation” ... . Get the connection.

® & m
Friend or Foee—We Want to Know

The Htalinista have sgoeezed a
new carl in thelr periphoral perd
wig. Thia time it lg an organizga-
tion konawn a2 “"The Friecnds of the
U'nited Front”, Now this eolumn is
n stlekler for accuracy. We want
to know, are they friends of any
kind of a united front? Arc they
‘the friemds of the united front
from below™ or are they “the
feiemids of the wnited front from
above¥ There shonld bhe no peoret
nmwng CTriends",

[ ] L L]
For a Nickel an the Drom You Get
& Strikebreaking Bom

{Just o parenthetle remark  to
the readers — Forglve the poetle
bhendlings,. . . . 1t's the Spring that'a
in the air these days). Now to
the story.

In this week's A, F. of L. Bulletin
wir fAnd Are. Willlam Green ex-
chamging felicitatlons with the
Sulvation Army. Had Mr., Green
taken a few minuies of from feli-
cliatlon exchanging and spoken to
n rank and file member of the A. F.
of L. he might have found out that
the Ball i one of the most distin-
guished  reeralling agencieas for
atrike-breakers in  this coontry.
Needless to say Mr. Green did no
such thing. 5o we find the notori-
ong Bapiist wrlting to Evangeline
Booth, Commander of the Salvation
Army: “The well wishes, sympathy
and support of the A. F, of L. are
extended to wou. . . . We will fol-
Iow vomr work with umrusual inter-
et Aand [ assore you that we will
endeavor to glve the Salvation
Arm¥ oor contiooed cooperation
and sapport.”’

Teaving Mr. Green for a moment
fn the act of “eooperating” with
the B.A. we tum to the notorloos
and eelf-advertised strike-breaker
par excellence, Mr. P. L. Bergofl.
Turning to strlke-breaker Bergoff

we find that In his arcticles for the

conventlon early |
laid |

TmemPar{y— The Answer toStalinist C orruption

Following i the second of the
serles on what 1= golog on behind
the scene: of the Communist
Party of the United States. The
startling facts revealsd in the
article are sufficlently explained
and  consequently  requoire no
introductory  cothment. Every
argnment made fa substantd-
ated by  suthentle facts, re-
Hable information and official
derumenta. No  revolutionary
worker can mead this amazing
revidlation and wot be revolted at
the eombination system, Inclad
ing the worst featnrea of the Ho-
man Catholle Church and the
uglieat sides of Tammany Hall,
which prevails in a party that
calls ifiself “Commuonist'.

Withowt fear of econtradietion
wie chin say that least of all are
the membera of the Communist
party familinr with the Inzlde {n-
formation we ace herewlth dis-
closing, Without ever discover-
Ing the itroth about the Inner
reglme  thousands of workers
Joln §t only sobsequently o get
out ms fast as they cap, many

e

belng forever lost to the revolu.
tlonaty movement.

Thiz regime has blinded the
eyes of hundreds of otherwise
gterling militant: to the real
erimes of Btalinism. Plunged in-
to heetic but very fotile activity,
made the scapegoats for the falae
policiea of the leadership, blamed
for fallures which were the na-
tural result of the political line,
the membership has been  led
from defeat to defeat like driven
cattle, The reviglon of the fumn-
damental teachings of Marx and
Tenin, the disastrous policies
leaving & trafl of catastrophes
over ten vears and throughoot
the world—the party membership
wuaa obllvlons to all this, The
Stalinlst system of “aducnstion™
hagz two resulis: elther the work-
ers leave the party or they are
inculcated with o blind falth and
pnquestloning  discipline, more
warthy of chorch diseiples than
of revolutionaries.

If the inner reglme of the CP.
ologed the cves amd the ears of
the workers In it to onr theore-

tienl eplticiams this revelation of
the real situation in the ranks of
American Stalinlsm ought to be
an eye-opener. The disgracefal
picture of what 18 golog on o
their own back yvard should have
a ronsing effect on even the most
rabld member of the C, I, It
Alould clearly poeint to him that
a party of this kind, forrupt to
the very marerow, caunot lead the
Amerivan revalution, It ean ooly
put the brakes on it amd then
lepd the working class to defeat.

Instead of walking ont of the
party and then the movement the
militant shonld turn his feet in
the direction of the aew revolu-
tlonnry party, Hntainted elther
with the crimes of Stalinlsm or
it Jesultleal syetem, the new
jpuirty will lead not to defeat but
tn victory, Every policy wiil be
welghed and discwssed by every
member, every leader will be
democratically chosen amd con-
trolled by the ranks. With aoch
an internal reglme based on the
foundations of Marx and Lenin
vietory s nssared,.—Ead.

and keep your mouth shut. That
iz why the present Browderian Fo-
lHtieal Dureau s the strangest one
the party has had sinee its Incep-
tion. It Il composed of Browder,
Stachel, Ford, Hudson and Foater.
The latter belng i1 and unable to
attend meetings withoot seriously
aggravating hie malady, hls place
1z taken hy Haywood. Astoooding-
Iy enongh, peither Hathaway,
Welnstone, Minor, nor RBedacht,
Bittelman, Zack, Amter nor Krum-
bein, are Political Bureau members.
None of them i3 peeded, however
much they all would ke to occupy
the coveted place,

Politlcal Bureau meetings are
positively weird affairs. The four
peaphytes are called into the Royal
Presence, and smmmoned to glve
thelr reporta. They do. Browder
takez notes. Then he takes the
fioor and hands down the declslons,
The mecting adjourns. And that js
all. No¢ questioning, no discussing,
above all ne disputing. That has
ben tried before, openly and eow-
ertly, and every venturessme souol
came to a bad end.

Rife with Intrigues

For example: Hiachel knows
that, for this reason and that, he
can pever hope to take Browder's
Mace g The Leader. Bot he has
# cordinl dislike of Browder's in=
featines and would glve a pretty
penny to see him thrown to the
lioms. ©On at least two occasiona
he hes intrigued with Hathaway
and Welnstone, especlally with the
aptber, to pot the boots to Browder.
But the aystem remalned intact,
and with It, ita secretarial lncar-
natlon. In effect, the ambltlons
Hathaway wia kicked down the
Eleps and glven a post which is of
no political Importance at all in the
party nowadays, the Dally Workee
editorship. As ponlshment, he is
not even & member of the Political
Burean, Welnstone, whose first
attempt to realize his ambition
earnéd him an enforced and pro-
longed stay in Moscow, was slmply
kicked out of New York, the conter,

when he tried it a second time; he
was sent off as district organizer
in Detralt. Browder gol the neses-
sary pretext for this exile by uknse
when Welnstone allowed himself to
state that the Washington bonae
demonetration was an “adventurc"
and that the veterans wete nothing
but “marching bums”. Stalinism's
interoal reginee, which inevitably
produeces such Intrigues, soppresscs
them with a mailed fist 50 as not
i undermine ite auvtocratle system
of leadership and the theory of
papal infallibility which is insepar-
able from it.

Btacked with Fle-Cand Artists

Contrel of the Political Burean
and the Sceretarlat automatically
guarantees control of the various
disteiete and all the important con-
vientions which are, in passing, held
rarely epough. Browder has snur-
ropnded himself with & sturdy and
highly subservient central staff—
the core of the boreaucracy. Its
overhead Is a bit breathtaking, The
confidentinl financlal report of the
Central Committes to the Cleveland
conventlon showed, aecording to
“Exhiblt B™ that in 1832, the C.C.
alone pald oot in wages exactly
£25 58445 or over one-slxth of ita
nnnual expenditures, whereas In
1!]33, it pald out In wages the sum
of $2437415, or almost exactly
one-fonrth of ite annuoal expendi-
tures, with more than an additional
30,000 golng In the form of sob-
gldles to the distriet organizations
and other bodies.

To this Central Committee bur-
cauneracy lsg attached o falthifal
group of lesser functlonaries who
owe thelr political cxlatence to ap-
pointment from above. In spite of
the fact that time and again, for
the past fow years, officlal resolu-
tlons have wowed that the next
task of the party Is the redoction of
the number of full time paid fune-
tionaries, the number continnes to
riee, This, the well-known “Open
Letter” 1o the middle of 1933 called
for a cut In the apparatns. Elght
months later, things were worse

| tut

than before, Thus, “Chart D" on
the "Organizatlonal Statux of the
Farty" handed out for the Cleve-
land conventlon shows that “HBOL™ !
{Before the Oper Letter) there
wire B2 full time district function-
arles, and B8 “now"” (e, February
1834). “BOL™ there were G6 full
tlme zectlon organlzers, and “now"
a87. “BOL" there were 12 “other
time seetion functionaries”,
whercas “now™ reports 36! Io ad-
dition, the chart shows 231 “mass
full time fonctionarles™.

With this as a compact machine
(and these figures are only & pari
of the whole apparatus), the Inper
reglme I8 guaranteed the perfect
unanimily, monollthizm and homa-
gencity of the graveyard,

We have seen how the General
Bperetary and the Politleal Barean
are hamdplcked. Lot og trace the
aystem further.

The Politieal Bureau (read: the
“Gen=8ec™) appoints all the dis-
trict organizers.  If Browder iz a
paper-backed pamphlet editlon of
Btalin, the distrlet organizers are
lenflet edtions of Browder. They
select thelr Distelet Hureaus, In
torn, these actoally eppolnt  each
pection organizer, who plcks him-
sell o section buresu subject to the
critical eye of the higher body.
Thus [t runs down to the last rong
in the ladder.

Hand-Pieking Convention Delegates

Bt the party conventions—haan't
the membecship a ehance then?
IDoes it not elect the delegates? It
doss, and It doesn't: essendlally, It
docan’t. In the first place, conven-
tions are incrensingly rare. Where-
i im the Bld days—the period of
the Lenin Interoatlonal — conven-
tiona were beld every year and
aometimes more often, oven when
the American Communist party was
underground and illegal, the Inter-
vals are far greater now. ‘The
Third International has held only
one congreds o the last ten years,
wherens In the three firat vears of
itz existence {the Loenin periodd it
held four of them. So in the Am-

Wew York Post he tells how on
being stuck for scabs on one ooca-
slon he trotted down to the Salve-
tion Army and there after a few
words with the captain In charge
AMr. Bergoff was gilven the run of
the shelter. Ho splendld was the
“cooperation”™ of the 2A. that he
whs able to enllst over 300 scabs in
oo time at all. Looks lke the good
old double croes or I It double

play? . . . From Bergoff to Booth
to Green,

.
Meet the Gang!

Waould yon like to meet the lead-

subacriptions now.

ETRATEGY OF THE WORLD REVOLUTION—Trotaky 25e¢.
THE ONLY ROAD FOR GERMANY—by Trotsky..... 2.
COMMUNISM AND SYNDICALISM—by Trotaky..... 35
GERMANY —WHAT NEXT!—by Trotak¥............. e,
IMPERIALIBM—by Tanin .......cociiccnnnrnnnncnnas Bk,
HETATE AND REVOLUTION=—by Lenin ....c.vvcennan.. S0€,
Blx months subseription to the MILITANT and one of the
following pamphleta .............. AR PR B 5§ .50

TEN YEARS of the Left Opposition—by Max Shachtman
THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO—by Marx

WAGE LABOR AND CAPITAL—by Marx

THE TEACHINGS OF KARIL MARX —hy Lenin

WAR AND THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

BOVIET ECONOMY IN DANGEHR—bhy Trotsky

And for those who would like to get a proletarian novel, we offer:
THE ROAD—by Marlen, £1.50. With one year sub. ....$L75
FONTAMARA—by Bllone (& story about Italian village

life under Fasclam) $£2.50. Whh ons year sob.......
MAN'E FATE—by Malraux (a novel absut the Chlnese
Revolution) $260. With one year sub........
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SI% MORE WEFK S TO ¢O!

The apecial offer ends December 3lst.

Now you can secure & book or pamphlet for yourself or a friend
and & subscription to the MILITANT at a substantial saving. Even
though many new subs have come In gince this drive was started,
we cannol yet saay that our campalgn s & hugh suecess. Only the
response of our readers can make this a troe sucosss. Send in Four

One Year Sobscription to the MILITANT and ooe of the
following paper cover editlong ....occevvisccccances Bl
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& months subseription (28 coples) G0e, and pamphlst.......... e
1 year subecription (52 coples) §....,

re—
ete of the Minneapolls truck drivers
sirike? Would yon lke to meet (he
delegates 1o the Leagoe conventlon
poming from all parts of this conn-
try and Canada and probably Mex-
fca? Would you like to dance with
nus and eat with us and drink with
us at this festive occasion? Of
course you would, Well—don't tell
nobody but your best friend and
your best friend's friend that we
are throwing a 1ttle shindlg at our
headguarters this Saturday night.

Come a3 guests of the column,
—LLEE.
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erican party: four years went by
bafore a ootlonal convention was
held. Ino the second place, party
democracy has been so0 thoroughly
aradicated, that the conventlons are
Azl and seitled well in advance by
the bureancracy, and every little
detall I so carefully arranged be-
forehand that every single aspect
of the subtcome can ersily be fore-
told by Browder, Here is how the
conventions are manufactured :

The section or local conference
eleets a “nominating  commigtec”
which hes been prepared for it in
advance. After looking over the
field, this committes recommends a
glnte for appraoval by the conven-
tien, which, ninety-pine times oot
of a hundred, antomatically “elects™
the alate. It almost looks dermo-
erntic. The delegates, for the most
part, are not aware of the fact that
bothh the “nominating committes™
and the slate for the Distrlet Com-
mittee have been arranged in fpe
detail by the officinldom. 1t is true,
of course, that additional noming-
tlions are allowed by that ponosual
phenomenon, the “lndependent” or
the uninitinted delegate, But such
nominatlons very, very mmrely albter
Pl slabe, which iz pushed throagh
with all the presaure of the united
bureaucratie apparatus. What hap-
pens at the district conventlions is
repeated faithfully at the national
convéntlons,  Before the Cleveland
convention met, ned before even thi-
district eonvention met which elec-
the delegates to the national
gnthering, Browder wns in a posi-
tion to koow the name of every
delegate whe would attend—practl-
cally to a man. He Enew with
even greater exactitude and oo
tninty just who would e “elected”
to the incoming Central Commitbee.
The “nominating ecommittes™ and
the slate were arranged in advane:,
And just ag Is the casec with a
Democratic party condidoate in Mis-
sigsippi or Alabama—nomination ks
aqnivalent te election, In the deep-
et and truest senae of the word, the
central party boreancracy appoints
the delegates to the extremely rare
party conventions !

But why do the members tolerafe
suchh u dezpotic regime? The an.
gwer kg that most of them do not
Lorlerale Bt

Barachs Diseipling

Warkere nre attrpcted to  the
parly because of its militaney and
ils wetivity, although itz ectivity i=
ubout a3 eflective as churnlng up &
lot of tepld water In g bowl, The
firat, and prually the oonly prineiple
they are taught in the party is obe-
dience, disguise] under the name
of “disctipline”. Lenin's axlom that
revolutlonary disclpline ks based
upen  understanding, upon  freely
and democratically organized dis-
cussion, is cofsidered o petiy bour-
geols profudice In the party todoy,
In his unit, the new party member

iz loaded with o number of tasks,

the remsons for which are not
cleardly explaloed, to him, If at all.
Problems and polictes are not dem-
ocratically discossed in the undts
under  any  clreaomstances.  The

“ling” has already been settled up!

above. Just ng it was transmitted
to the “up above™ by a still higher
officialdom, ao it i tronsmitted
further down, where a1 barreacks
dizeipline and not a revolutiongry

proletarian discipline s enforced,

The initiative, the resourcefulness,

MARCH OF
EVENTS

—
Upturn Haogs Fire

The oft-heralded uptoen in Am-
erican bosiness continues o hang
fire with the depression and stag-
natlon taking on a prolonged char-
acter. It was the concensus of
opinlon of ecomomists that the
summer slump which drogged the
business Indices down 4o record
lows would contloune on into the
fall. Now there are agaln predie-
tions that the upturn will have to
wait till next spring desplte the
holfdny seasom at the year's end.
The heavy Industries, the durable
goods Indostries, have failed to
ghow lmprovement. All the afforts
to get hooslng constroction golng
in order to create heavy demands
on the baslc forces of production
have not as yet proved efective,
Throngh the boilding trades the
bourgeoisle I8 preparing a new of-
fensive against the standarda of
living of the working class—under
the pretext that bigh labor costs
are the obstacle in the way of a
real conatroction boom.

Under these eclrenmetances the
American  bourgeolsie, far from
confldent of the future, have
reached a atage where they begln
to make up thelr minds that In
order to save the capltallst system
it will be necessary to resort to ex-
treme measareas. With atter dismay
they read in o recent bulletin of the
Lsague of Natlone that slnee last
May the United States 1s eleventh
an the Hst of countries In rate of
rétovery as measored by indlces of
industrial activity., Oaly four na-
tlong - Cpechoslovakia, Belginm,
Austrin and Poland—made 8 pooraer
showing.. Mot the least factor in
pushing the fApance capitallsts fo-
ward the road of violeot resction ia

"kl

the growing evidence of working

class milltancy. The second of the
two sirlke waves that have awep

the enlire eountry recently, showed |

far greater readiness to battle on
the part of the proletariat than did
the frst, although the sirikes wore
for the most part failures ao far as
achieving actual gaine for the
workers was concerned.  Already
there are evidences of a third strlke
wave ahead, possibly to be herald-
ed in by the building trades work-

era.
" ® ®

Danger of Fasebm

What Is golng on in the minds of
the moneyed Interesta is strikingly
revewled by General Smedley But-
ler. There can be oot the slightest
reason  for doubting  his  story,
whatever hizs motives for making
public the truth. PBuatler was ap-
prodched with offers of tremendons
financial sapport by Wall Btreel
finaneiers in order to have him
uwp 8 natlonal fnsciet fores
for the purpese of establishing a
fasclat dictatorship, MacGuire acted
a8 the go-between for his employer
Colonel Murphy, and for Clark, in-
herltor of the Singer Sewing Ma-
chine millions. Murphy, who served
with Butler in the army, is an ideal
figure to bring together the nctual
drill-pergeants of the forces of
bloody reaction and the finmncial
backers, belonglng himself to both
campe.  Tle s conmected with an
imposing list of corporations, among
them the Forelgn Credit Corporn.
thon, United States IMstriboting
Co., Guarantes Trust Co., Avintion
Corporation,  Liberty National
Bank, Goodyear Tire and HRubber
Co., Interborough Rapld Transit
Co., New York Transportation Co.,
Bethlehem Steal Co.  Youngstown
Bbeet and Tubé Co., Coba Cane
Hugar Co., elc. Names to be cof-
Jured with in the flelds of banking
and business, companies reeking of
reaction and imperialism. It is not
difficult to discern, ns s barely
hinted in the press, the omimous
fgure of Morgan just back of Col-
onel Murphy. Butler reveals that

the Intellectnal nnd political devel-
apment  of the ranks are thuos
choked off from the very ootset,
“Theirs not to reason why; thelrs
but to sell Daily Workers or go to
demonstrations  or shont “secial-
Fascist® today and the appozite to-
morrow.”

Thiz iz the horritble situation
which the official plenum and con-
veption resolutions of the CF. refer
te when they spesak of the “‘poor
inner Hie" of the party. You can't
ek wup o regolulion without finiling
that plirase in it, All sorts of rem-
edies are proposed, bat not one of
them touches the heart of the prob.
lem, the basle eanse, Nor ean the
Hinlinist bureaocroecy  Dropose o
fundamental remedy, for the simple
risason that bureavcratism, the abo-
litlon of party democracy, {8 the
direet and immediate cause of the
o« o pear inner Iife™.

Leaps In—Bounds Qut
“Chart B in the statistical ma-

terial givem fhe Cleveland party
conventlon delegates  desls  with
"Parly Growlh=—Fluctmetlon®™. It

givex the membership of the party,
manth by moenth, from Janvuary
1531 to Febroary 1034, along with
the Agures of what the membership
wonld have been if reeroits wonld
hove remained in Party”. Thus, at
the beginning of 1931, the C. P. had
010 members. In Febroary 1534,
it records 22344 members. Tho
chart Tarther fecords the fact that
il recruits would have romalned
i Party™, the membership in that
month | Feb. 1964 ) would have been
MG, In other words, (rom the
beginning of 1931 to the beginning
of 19%4, the C. I took in 48,078
new metmbers, o slemdy average of
more  than 1,300 new  membars
every month for three years, Of
these 458076, there remaloed In the
party only 13,8250; the rest, 34,251,
fuit the party. Which means that
out. of every four workersa who
jolped the 0, P, in the last thres
years, threee left the party and only
o stayed in it In 1938, Lenin
gald about the peasants who were
guitting the trenches and refusing
to fizht any longer, that they were
voting against o continuation of the
war wilh their feet. For the most
part, it can be repeated today, the
workers whe quit the party in such
@ hurry are yoting against the buo-
restnericy and its reglme with thelr
feet.  Those who stream into the
C. I". are living lestimony that the
American workers can be won to
Communism by the thousands The
mass exodus from the party of
those workers who get a  gmall
same of the regime and fts poli-
cles, is tragie witness to the rav-
ages canused by (he pestilenes called
Stalini=m.

The it of bureancratism has
doomed g vietim to irremcdiable
digintegration. The putreseent ob.
stacle of the C.P, must make way
~lor the lusty new movement which
will grow all the more hexlthily
and strongly because of the lesssons
it learns from the decay of bureag-
cratic Btalinism,
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The next article in this sories
will denl with the phencmenon of
corruption in the Stalinist party,
aguin on the bagis of documents,
contrete facts and examples, and
reveal how thizs festering sore Is
Inseparably connected with the sup-
i presslon of party democracy under
| Htalinism,
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the same intercsts were to approach
Geperal MacArthor, head of the
United States Army, and MacNlder,
furmer head of the American Le-
glon. Undonbtedly the fascists will
stk eloze conncciion with the staff
of the army, through whom they
will be able fo secure arms and
drill masters all the more readily
(witnesz Italy and Germany). It

need not be thonght that these pub-
lig disclosures will deter the bank-
era and big ecapitallsts from thelr
chosen ask, The negotiations with
the possible timber for the “man on
horseback™ will now become all the
more secrel mud hidden from view
—that 1s all,
- 8 &

Our Task

Mo worker can fail to reallze the
signifcance of the few facts that
have thus become known, more or
lesz by chance. The slteation o
America 18 ripe for the attempt on
the part of the capitalists to wipe
out all working class organizations,
politieal parties and trade oolons,
The vast army of unemployed, con-
tinnally on the verge of starvation,
can no longer be fed illusfons im
place of bread, The impoverlshed
middle clazs cannot be satisfled any
longer with promises. We may
lonk forward to the repatition of
the damagogy of European fasclsm
In the attempt of finance capltal to
ensnare the strata of desparate
workers and petty bourgeoisle in
the net of reaction. Hence it be-
comes the duty of the vanguard of
the proletariat to mest the chal-
lenge of faselsm, to Intensify its
effort to catablish a working class
United Front of Action agalinst
famcksm, It becomes the duty of
every olass eonsclous worker tor
help buwild a new revolutiongry
party, the only force that can de-
feat fascism. The new Workers
Party shortly to be lagnched will
dedicate itself to this tesk and de.
served the support of all workers,

—JACE WEBER.
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