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Lessons of the Spanish Revolution

The mastacres of worlers continue,

After the massucres wnd the Vieuna days, the |
massacres and the Spanizh days, Thix 1s g new de-
feat ino the struggle of the workers against reaction
in Europe, but & deleat whose revolutlonary power
zirikes fear into the forces of the world counter-
revolation,

Yez. On elther slde of the Atlantic, from the
herole Asturlon miners to the thousands of fAghters
in Amsterdam and Amerlea the bourgesls counter-
revolution has to reckon with the armed und ten-
aclous resietauce of the awakened masses. The blot-
ting out of sociallsm which the bourgeoisle hopes
te bring about by savage repression I overywhere
shown to be a dream. “The revolutlonary workers'
movement, extending over the entice world may per-
haps be retarded here and there by bloody repressions
but it can never be wiped out, But to overcome the
defeats the revolutionary proletarian vanguard must
be keenly allve to the epoch we are now lving
through, and especlally to conditions in FEurope.

Under the pressure of intermal and internstional
difficulties, the bourgeoisle in every country fnds it-
gelf constralned to place itself on snbversive and re-
actlonary soll, that is to say, it is forced to abandon
the soll of so-called demoftacy and legality., 1t lsg
the bourgeciale, as a whole, which couscs civll war
by arming fascizm whose only isaue on the inberna-
tlonal arena fs & new slaughter of the people.

More than ever, the cannlballem of the rollng class
o the one hand and the bleody sacrifices of the
todlera on the other, shoeld convinee the pesple that
there 18 only one method to abridge, to simplify, to
reduce the deadly suffering caused by eapitalist
decay : revolutlonary stroggle. Struggle or death;
revolutlonary struggle or annihilation; in ihis man-
ner the bourgeelzle, which b determined to destroy
everything to save lis doomed rvegime, lrrevochbly
poses the guestion, ]

Tollers, the example of Spain after that of Vienna,
demonstrates again that the splendid herolam of the
combatanta does not sulfice to assuare vietory over
the enemy; undouldedly physical force can only be
defeated by physleal force, With all our heart we
are with our defeated brofhers whatever their ten-
dency., But preclaely in order to awvenge the victhms
and to liberate the prisonera it la necessary to pre-
pares the pew struggle, and this preparation, in tho
first place, should conalst of open implacable eriti-
clsm of the mistakes and the wenkoesses of the
workers' organlzntlons themsclves,  Afier so many
lteg the prolétarint needs the eure of trath,

The Spanlsh eventa ghould help the proletaviat of
other countries and partlealarly the Freonch prole-
tarlat to learn in the fire of thelr experience. The
processes which are hatching in France have long
ago taken a mature form i Spain.

The Heciallat party, carcied te power by the spon-
taneous revolutlon, made every effort to arrest it and
to save the bourgeols regime. New revolutloonary
attempde were ergghed. This polley of parliamentaey
goclaliem contributed In stabllizing and sreengthen-
ing anarchism and synidicallsm, two tendencics which
are fatal for the revolution., ‘The Stalini=t=, on their
part, with their polley of soclal-fascism did every-
thing to repel the workera Into anarchibm or to keep
them in the parllamentary pariy.

It le thiz fatal trloogle: secial demecraey, Hbelio-
ism, anarchism, which has roioed the masses by
dooming to defeat a series of hersle atbempt= and hy
giving the reactlon tlme to prepare and to ann ltself.

The Scciallsi party Anally aonderatood (e moctal
danger, It made serlons prepurations= for =troggle
—but in & few months i was uot able to cface thi
frufts of lts past polley. The anarcho-syndicalists
bhowever, remained hostile to the =ocinlist initletive
and could not And anythivng better o do than to
rmpty thelr rancer on the head of the revolutlon,
The reactlom bhad thus gonined the opportonity of
free movement on the chess board by wccupying one
position after another.

But it would be futlle to cxpect o wew Fevolulion
now ; it would be eqially false to elass Lorroux,
(Gl Roblea and the fascist groups In the =ame cate-
gory. It s a matter of different clagses and diferent
polltical temdencles. Mot the revolotion s on the
order of the day, but an internal vontlict in the oo
of those who have defeated the Spanish October, The
party of the proletariat should carefully follow the
internal relations In this camp, which i ten thoes
more heterogencus than Hitler's camp and does not
possess one ooe-Bundredth of the discipline of the
MNazlz, It ls superfluous to =ay that a sharp, cven an
armed confllet (which is hardly excluded), con again
change the sitnatlon in favor of the proletariat.

Migerable philistines declare thoat military tech-
niqize bas emerged victorlous from the revolutlon of
the masscs, They draw the conclusion that the armed
sitruggle of the proletarist is rondemned in advance.
Our conclnslon s the direct opposite.  Armed strog-
gle which la the inevitnble ontcome of the cliass
struggle of our epoeh can only be victoriomnz on the
basis of a revolutlonary policy which tests the cadres
and wins the masses by giving them m elear analysis
of the real altuatlon.

Thi army of the revolution lz noat improvised st
the minute that struggle l= forced on bt by the enemy.
The working class must be prepared systematically
for unremiiting struggle, it must create the workers'
militlas, That Iz the leasom that should be drawn
from the Spanish events.

Clwil war, litke all war, requoires methodienl pre-
paritlon, o firm aod eapable leadership. We know
that only & revolutionary proletarion parlty can 08-
sure this leadership. Buot we do not draw the false
conclusion from the fact that the existing partics of
the two Internatlionals, soclallst and communist,
have onee agaln demonstrated their bankruptey, wond
henee the mecesslty of mew proletarian parties, that
it 18 necessary fArst to build the new party in order
to stenggle agalnst fasclsm, The proletarian vanguard
has begon to belld this party in struggle; and it is
in this stroggle that it will grow in every country,

It the two internationals were capable of energetic
initlative they long age would have appealed to the
working masses for the boycott agalnst the butchers
of the Spanish tollers. The negotintions in Brussels
oa the contrary, have demonstrated the complete
bankrupteles of the two Interpationals, which atill
orvupy the posts of leadership lo the workers' move-
ment. While the workers In Spaln battle arms in
hand the delegates of the twe burcanceacles from
Mosecow and Zurleh hold  “froitless and  impatent
negotiations” In Brossels.

Workers, the road to victory stlll remains open to
yon. There Is no time to lose. Unity of action is a
atep forward In barring the road to fasclsm. But
In order that this unlty of actlon be effective and
efiencions [t must not be limited to npreements be-
tween the tops, on the parllamentary aphoete, [t musg
involve and organkze all the working people over the
entlre country; every barcler between fhe workers
must be broken down; every worker no matter whak
hiz political opinton, can And himself in fraternal
contact with his class brothers, The workers alll-
ance in Spain would have been able to oppose and
certainly would have been able to offer a much more

af the party, long agoe transforimed

ary Marxism,

dimenssion

Comrades Taylor and Terry,
slguatorles  to this  statement
were the ovganizers and leaders
of  the progressive opposition
group which conducted a fAght in
fhe big electrical workers local
mwinber 3 against the corrupt ad-
ministrutions of the local and of
the International Brotherhoml.
Thiz remuarkable fight, which at-
trneled patlonwide attentlon and
cliinex] the lfe of one of the
opposition membera, resulfed in
the rvealgnation of the Infersn-
thonal president, Broach, When
rencewied later, due o continoed
gungs=ter methods employed by
the local administeation fun shoot-
ing anil wononding several of the
oppaeltion members, ‘Taylor and
Terey went the main organizers
and lesders o s brond rank and
file movement of moany A. F. of
I. bullding trades unfons, The
gangster officials werc removied
and convicted, much of the trade
nnion roacketecring was  effec-
tively exposed and several of the
progriasive measures  sponsored
by the onposition were necepled
by the elecirienl workers local
uniomn.

Comrade Taylor s 5 member
of the CF. sioee 1926 aml com-
rike Terry sinee 1080, Both are
A= wetive s ever in thelr leading
capneitiea within the progressive
trmde paion nlevement.- -Ed,

L] L] L]
The present period demamls the
grvatest decisivencas and noity af
netien by the workiug elass, The
eistankes of the parfy both on the
ivnde nndon and pelitical feld hes
reiglted  wet enly in retanding
working cluss unlty against  capl-
tli=t renction bnt has also acerced
to strengthen the A. F. of L. bua-
reaucrats and the socinl reformists,

The renlization of the mivokes

NEW YORK TRADE UNIONISTS QUIT C. P.
JOIN MOVEMENT FOR NEW PARTY IN U. S.

ed. The strike comdneted by the
IMstrict Council and the “indepen-
dent stvike” movement led by local
4t erealid  hesitancy  in both
vmpe, This condition was further
and more serlously aggravated by
the compiete jsolation of left wing
Inflnewee and milltaney from  the
sirike movement condocted by the
IHstrict Couneil,

“Independant strike aetion™ wis
smashed wquarely on the head by
'hilip Zausner awd his  Districet
Conncil No. 9. Local 4 had ita
clinrter revoked and fts members
Instvncted  to enter  other loenls,
The Painters Protective Asdociution
{rank and Ale oppositiomy will not
g0 very guilckly recover from this
blow.

Arvady rumblings of dissarisfuc-
tiom with the purty leadership issoe
from below! Muany party members
in soft tones and among themselves
compdaln that Welnstock's articles
in the Daily Worker and ihe Rank

amil File Faleratioalst proclalming
vietarious achievements after cach
defeat do wot by any chanse torn
difent Into wictory but  lay the
grvundwork for  fufure deleais,
Weinstock believes in doing “big
things In a big way. . " He doesa
not sit down with rank and fle
workers and together  with  them
formulate policy aod toctics.  No,
Walnstock s a “lemder of the mass-
e —=pven thongh he leads  those
viery siine masses completely ont of
the paluters” grion and infto g srate
of  demori]l lzat o,
Local 2717 Carpénters

Fur yénirs the party boasted about
the “good work™ of the party frace-
tlon within lecal 2717 of the United
Brotherhood of Carpenters  and
Jolpers.  The party fraction com-
Metely demingbed Toeal 2717, The!
members of the leeal paraded in
the party's line of mareh on Moy

into tendeucies plien o revolution-
bas  tinally foreed

(T conviction that ‘my

me The

e @5 po longer In the ranks of

the oificial Communist party.  The
impwesibility of a free and frank
amd a possible eorpee-
tiom of mietakes hies strengthesed

that onviction, |

For the past eight years [ have
e engnged in teade anion work,
Plve major portbon of my activity
lms been confined o the A, F. of
l. Building Trades Opposition. [
will therefore ennfine my statement |
tee FThiis aspeet of party work.
“Independent Action™
The party some few years ngoe is-
sued the slogan of “Independent
sctinn over and above the heads of
the boreanerats.” The party frac-
tiong evervwhers were insteucied to
eoadwet independent  stelke  me
tlon"”, A=muming for a moment Chat
the singan of “lndependent action”
s correct, Bt iz thercfore logical to
conclude from the eontent of the
alogan 1iself, thet the opposition
foree= within the tede unlons aoe
properly organiezcd to condoect “fu-
dependent action over and above
the beads of the bureancrats’,
The wee of this slogan in the
conrsr of the gctunl stroggle, how-
ever, soon onvineed wa thar the
party fractions within the frade
unlona woere not only econdueling
“independent  struggles over and
above the A. F. of L. burenuerats”
but that those “sruggles” were
slza enrried on over and above the
heads of the rank and Ale workers
themsplves.
Indiffersnee to the arzanizalional
atrength of the Opposition in the
practical use of the slogan “Inde-

well wntll the party eonsidered the

pendent actlon” scoon  resulted  in
Hyunidatlon not only of weakly or-
gunized opposdtion groups and party
fractionz, but of entlee loeal unions
Loeal 499 Painters

A glaring example of the pesolts
of independent ““strlke actlon®™ will
e found In reviewlng the recent
activithes of the party fraction in
Loval 4% of the Palnters, Decora-
fors and Maper Hangers of Amerlen. |
In the recent palnters strike!
called by the officlals of Distriet
Connel]l o, B, Local 499, under the
influence of the party fraction, led
the  movement  for ImIE'pEndant|
“sirike metion” . | . organieed its
own picket lHnes, pulled johs and
conducted strike action “over and
above the heada of the burean-
crats" . . .

Maturally much confusion resolt-

it had organized the tolling popin-
lation §uto Aghting formatlons in
avery factory amd every workers'
disirict,

Unity of action! But that should
slgnify : preparation of the masses
for the inevitable strugegle. Form
the workers' militia. No more pro-
letavinn mAassactes, but the organ-
ization of a-victorlons struggle.

Mectings, resolutionz are usefol
for the Spanlsh proletariat In grips
with frenzled reactlon an the eon-
dition that thiz sympathy becomes
active and encrgetie—Petitlons and
mectings leave the Spanish bour-
gealsie az well as those of other
conntries Indiffercnt. In face of
the canniballsm of the counter-pey-
olutlon let ws organlee our unlbed
front of struggle: let us oreate our
workers” militin, TLong live the
armert  strmggle of the Spanlsh
workes! Long llve the proletar-
lan power! Long live the [Vih In-
ternatlonal, organlzing the proleta-
rian vanguard of all countries for
the wictory of world soclalism!

gtubborn and more affective reslstance to the attacks
of the troups of Gil Robles-Lerronz, If in advance

—The International Secrelariat,

International Commonist League

Ly, supported the party's coame-
peikgna Aaml sent delegates to  the
“MHunger Marchers™. ., All went

teggee of petivigntion too slow amid
insisted upon " Cindependent action”
for leenl 2517, From then on it
wis “Independent action™ for lecol
#7117 buth agalnst amd over  the
heads of the Dstriect Council  in
New York and the Exeewtive Cotn-
ail of the Frollusrlod,

I the conilict wlilh the IMsirict
Council- the party instrucbed it
Traction in leeal 2717 to previent the
locnl fromn paying per capita tax b
the Genera!l {lfce of the Lrother-
odeil.  Hut the Geneeal Oflice with
the help of the LMsirletr Couneil
simply liguicdated The lveal.

Locel 2717—as a single loeal—
oz ot of more than 25 loeals in
Naw York City amd wvielnity, wuas
forced Into “independent  actlon”.
[Had the party fractlon within Leeal
2717 coupled the fight with a pro-
gramm, on o inder-loecal basiz, deal-
fug with =uch demands as (1)
livwer dlues, (2) protection of the
union standing of the unemployved,
ik p free gpesech ol demoeracy, (4)
riduction of the salarles of officlals,
both the party fractlon and local
2T wounld today b om  firm'
ground ! Such a program i proparly
applicd on the ldaszis of mobilizing
nll Ioenls, should hove reauloed in
the erention of & Drowd rank and
file inter-local movement copable of
effectively deallng with the corrupt
officlals of the New York District
Councll and of teansforming the
local wnlone inte Aghting lnatroa-
maents of the workers,

What Ia the resolt of this kind of
“Iindependent actlon™? In both In-
stances those of the earpenters local
2717 gl palnters loval 490, the Lefi
wing had obtalned s strong basis,
Two local unions ander ity inAuenee
thus provided s gowl begloning
for a serlous fAght against the
reactionaries. It conld have been
extended by ecarcful  boilding of
lefl wing groups in fhe other locals,
oementing them all together and
fghting an the bazls of remalning
within the A, F. of 1. Buat the
party followed the poliey of cap-
ture and split with the result that

it captured nothing, stands discred-
ted as o splitier and ity fractions
are now almost completely divorced
fraom the rank and file. They are
a negliglble factor In the life of
the unlons.

The position of the corrupt A. B,
of [. officials has been strengthened
at the expease of fhe rank and file
into whose ranks temporary demor.
alization haz set in as a result of
the serles of defeats prepared by
the “advance goard" of the work-
ing class.

Eival Unions

The creation of rival unlons has
been the party poliey during the
last several years and it 2 4 sore
apot  which apreads k8 polson
throughout the A. F. of L. Building
Trades Oppositlon. By rival unfons
I mean the artificlal creation of
new ydnlons where the A, B of T.
alrendy has a ninss basls. ‘The In-
depondent Alteration Palnters Un-
lon (TN ILI.) was organized some
few years ago, with a wage scale
and working conditions below that
of the Hrotherhood (A, F. of I.)
The Independent Alterstlon Palnt-
erg Unfon grew rapldly in the fArst
Alnges of its exlstence.

In the course of time thers de-
veloped  viclous warfarg Letween
the Brotherhood and Independent
Unlon for the control of Alteration
peintshops.  In the course of these
struggles the membershlp of the

Independent unfon gave g good ne-

connt of themselves. The rank
and file proved thems=elves militant
fichters againat  Hauzner's  pald
ENDEsiers,

dausner nud his District Council
No, & lost no time In denouncing
the Comminista within the Broth-
erbosd locals as “dual nnionists”
whose intention If was to split the
Brotherhood. . . . Zausner attempied
to convipece the rank and file that
while thelr familles were denied
the necessities of e doe o goem-
ployment, the Communista had or-
gnnized n dual onlon with a wage
sefle and working conditlons below
that of the Hrotherhood, thus fur-
thier deapening their own misery.

In the attempis to “bMacken™ the
Communists with the material sup-
pliedt to him by the Party leader-
ahip, Zausuer was parily auccess-
ful. Thus the prostige of the party
members among the rank amd Ale
wis lovwered.

In the latter part of 1933 Zaus-
ner ereabel his famous organizing

campalgn. Many' hundreds of work-
org  joined the Hrotherhomd, Had
the original and correct policy of
the party “inte the A. F. of L." not
been renouneed and had the party
members in the Brotherhood locals
themselves developed o broad rank
wnd fle movement for the organiza-
tion of the uporganized, the entire
membership of the Independent on-
bom eonld have hol (he possibilicy
of joinlng the Brotherhosd lecals
and thus greatly strengthened the
Teft wing.

some four or five weeks ago, ot
a mesting of the leading bullding
trades fnction, of which at the time
they were members, comrndes Tay-
lar amd Terry guoted Willlam 2.

Foster's  pamphlet  “Organilze  the
Unorganizsd™, which wans printed
im 1530,

Theze comrades poloted oot fheir
merecment with the major portion
of the seetion in Poster's pamphlet
denling with the Jdanger of dunl
uniens, Inw anawer to the azser-
tigna of the comreades, the spere-
tary of the A. F. of 1. Buailding
Trades Opposition, stated  that
Foater's pumphlet wis written in
MEG and therefore cannot apy to-
dax! A real left winger would an-
gwer that this pesltion was correct
then and s correct now. Bal oom-
rudex Tarxlor and Terry were fe-
eused of hnvindg adopted Lovestone's
pasition on dual anlons which of
comree did mot clear age the matter
at all.

The ariificla]l creation. of rivol
untons ha= been a party polley for
year<. It bhas been the Comintern
palicy under the Stalin regime. Ite
disn=trons resolts have been dlvi-
slon and splits In the ranks of the
argnnized workera., isolating  the
militants from the mass movement,
diserediting them and strengthen-
ing the hands of the cectionary
A, F. oof L. offictalz, At this moment
when the masses are actually going
fev thee A, F. of L. unions the party
s np o blind alley with ita trade
unkon polley. It la proceeding o
liguidate ita TOLTT. unlons, ne
hy an orderly reteeat attempding to
agaln entrench the milltants in the
miEs pniondg, Lot by a ronte which
will make the left wing elements
Impotent for a long tlme ro come,
Thus the fullure to correct & false
polley in time leads to new zerious
mistakes,

Bureaueracy

Some fow weeks ago a member of
thie A, F. of L. Committes appenred
al the meeting of the electrieal
workers opposltion ostensibly to get
suppert for o dance arcanged by the
commitiee, He immediately in-
formesd the chalrman that his tople
for discussion was to be “AMlistion
of the Electrieal Workers Group to
the A. F. of L. Commilitee"

Thia raised 2t storm of protest
from the chairman snd other lead-
Ing mémbers of the opposition, The
question of the elecirical workers'
affiliatlion to the A, F. of L. Com-

| mittee was never bronght to the at-

tentlon of the electrical workers'
fractlon. Nor wns it first sobmit-
ted f0 the executive commities of
for consideratlon. The leaders of
the A. F, of L. Committes tried to
“patch the workers by surprise”, as
it ware.

Comrade =, & o member of the
N. Y. District Hureau of the ..
and & member of the painters’ frae-

THE INTEENATIONAL
WORKERS SCHOOL

anmnness a serles of 12 lectnre
clagaes by
MAX SHACHTMAN
on
The Helory of the Commmunist
League (Trotskylsts)

Every Wednesday, beglnoing Nov.
14, at § P.M. ot 144 Second Ave
The fee for entire course ia $1.540;
ar 20 cents for a slogle lecture,

L B ]

Although the following courses
af the achool are alretdy in sesalon,
It = =till poasible to reglster for

them:

1. ABC. of Marxism—Carl Cowl.

* Every Friday at 8 P.M.
2. Hrate & HRevoluiton—T, Weber,
Bvery Monday at § P.OL
4. American History—F. Morrow.
Every Wednesday at 8 "M,
® W @

The fee for these courses la $1.50
for the entire course or 20 conta
for any single session. Reglstra-
thons are taken dally at the office,
144 Second Avenue, Mew York Clty.

tlon. Through the initiative of the
comrades 8, and Welnstock a leaf-
II::I: waa distributed amongst palng-
era zsigned in the name of the Op-
position aund calling for the defense
of the Soviet Union,

Thizs amazed comrades Taylor

and Terry (and not them alone as
haz glnes been  leafoed ). These
comrades thersupon  questioned

comride 8, as follows:

€).3 Waer the leaflet enlling for
the defense of the Soviet Unlon dis-
cnsed and then authorized by the
Opposition ?

Ay Mo,

i) Then why was It issued in
the name of the Opposition?

Ay Bome times it s nooes=acy
tin el Ehings over the heads of the
rank and file and thuos foree a dis-
cussion of the isswe.

That k& how {he bureancrney
“delends” the Boviet Union.

These are only some small cox-
nmples of party bureancrney. The
real sifuatlon in the parcty 1= that
no democrney exists, no criticlsm of
the leadership or its pollcies Ia tol-
erated, thus resolting in o large
tarnover of membsrshipn,

Political Work

Althoungh absorbed  in the froade
polon work I did however closely
observe the work of the party and
the Cominterm on the political
fleld, The discerning commude Wi
able to see a ecobatant degeneration
in what the party and Comintorn
term “Leninkt theory ond  proces
tiee, . .

Zinoviev, reporting for the Exe-
cutive Committes af the C.I ot the
Fourth Comintern Congress, said

the following about the  “United
Front™:
“The Colted Front means:  the

lepding of the working masses In
the dally closs war, It means that
we are ready to march  agninst
capitalizm  slde by side with all
workers, be they Anarchists Syn-
dicalists, Christinn Soclallsts, 8o
lal Democrats, of whatever yom
plen=e to join forces with them In
the dally struggle. . . . We aceepl
the Taect that we shall often have
to ait at the table with the treach-
erous  leaders,  The foregolng s
what the United Front means and
nothing else” . | .

Lenin atiended the 4th Congress
of the Comiontern. If there was
unrthing allen o Leninkban in the
alsave explanntion of the meaning
of the United Front why did not
Lenin or anv ather member of fhe
B tell Zinoviev that he was
wrong: that there s only o
mnlted front and that js the “UColied
Front feomm below™ . .. .

Obvionaly  Zineviey  abwted  fae
Teninigt position on  ihe  anited
front.

b et 22, 1918 Lendn stated the
following ;

“ffapsldering  the power aml the
degree of organizntion of the Goer-
man proletariaf, we mny  believe
that the Germon revolution  will
wplve n hondeed Infernanfionnl proh-
lems, . . . We mid not forget thad
Germany forms the most imporfant
link in the revolatlonary chaln. Thea
auceess of the world revolution de-
pends to the greatest degree npon
GGermany. . ..

But the proces: of “HBullding So-
clullsm fn one countey™ cannet he
interrnpled, though what happens
o be ot stake 18 the Gerpan revo-
lution, upon which the “smecess of
world revolutbon depends™. . | .

Revision of the Lendonbst Tnolted

Front coupled wiih the teeachery
af the =acial Temoerabic leaders:
2ralins “Roeialism in one oonn-
fry” s the jnsane theory of “‘Hoeeind
Fuscizm'™, the retreat [rom revalu-
tionary  internationallam,  these
among others, are the reasons that
made It possible for Fasclsm fo ns-
=gme power In Germany.
How diid the Sealin dominnted T
ternational greef the ascension of
Hitler to power? In fhe useel man.
mer. Every defeat of the proletnriat
ia proclaimed a “weakening of in-
terngtlonal capltallam™. “The Foas-
clat reaction Iz not proof of baur-
geols strength, bt wenkness.  The
bourgesk=ic has chosen  Fasclam,
tereor amd war, because the work-
ing claxs has grown stronger, .
(Commuanist Yeuth Pravda, Mavch
4, 18345,

The downfall of the German pro-
ltarint proved to be the downfall
of the Comintern. IF iz now e
ergary to hulld o wew quicty amd o
Fonrth International. We bhopse o
help in the procesa of bullding both !
The Communist Leagne of Ameri-
ca and the Amevican Workers Party
are about to achieve organic unity
a8 a gtep towards the creation of
the New [arty.

We have earefolly studied these
effarts for the creation of fhe new
party, with which we are in agree-
ment. The proclamation of fhe MNew
Party will be a festival ocension
for the Amercan working class,

—JACK TAYILOR.
L L] '_
STATMENT OF COMRADE
ALFRED TERRY

Mot deslring to repeat what has
already ben sald  in the  abave
utntement of Comreade Tack Tavlor,
T take this spportunity of atating
that I withdraw from the ranks of
the offclal O, P.USA. for the rom-
gons stAated In the above docnment.
The above atatement colnclder wirth
my personal experlemces a8 party
member and in particular my ex-
periences nlong trade-union lines,

—ALFRED TERRY.

QUESTION BOX

A. 5, CHICAGD—

Question: What s the Marxion basis of the theory
of the jnevitabillty of the secia] revolution® Is thiz
Meary fatallatle amd, heing sure of withmete victory,
ilnes it pmicify the working eloss in s struggle
g bl enpitali=m®

Answer: There i< uo  inevitability, in Marzian
thepry, in the sen=e that the working cluss whether
they sirugele or wot MUST be victorlous. It s not
only net theovetically excluded. but even o probabil.
Ity for the prescnt hilstorleal epoch, that the falluce
of the proletarint to boild revelutionary partles and
selee power in thne may result in the victory of re-
aetlon on o wovid-whie seale | fasclsm,  destroetion
af bl Bovied Unbon, eofeor and o =npch s destroction
of the worlds produclive forees (imperlalist wars,
restreiction of praductlon to o minbooem inslde os-
thonnl bowncdories, eter that bumanity may be set
lek for many years, I ia of course diffealt to
imagine that fhi working clazs will not evientually
destroy  thee cupitolist system sloee all the laws of
it of presént lay soctety tend in thls direction,
only in this HISTORLCAL scuse can the social revo-
Bation Iss coneeividd as inevilable, There are no guar-
antie=, howaver, gz s when or wniler whot ‘Elr{'.um-
stamees 10 wlil take Haee.

As bo oauy bilea that Marxion theory “pocifies” the
workers. Marx <tated hid concept as follows:

“What | did wax to prove the following: (1) That
the exixtence of elis<e= = connected only with eer-

tain hi<torieal struggzicas which nre characteristic of
the {t[""l'l':ill'll'llb'lll of produetion. (2 That class war
intdlispensably leads to the dictalorship of the prole-
tarlar, . .7 (iedation by Lenln in “State and Rev-
el it o™

How con this perspective b consldered as fatalis-
rie®  What ia it that leacds to the Iprn;l-letaﬂ._n dlety-
tor=hip?  lnss War! 17 the proletarlans were fo sit
af e thes They would not be partleipatiog In the
clnsg stroggle sud the fallure 10 nchieve emancipa-
this w1 he assnred,

Evien thougl e docs pot make (8 ogt of the whole
cloth, man makes his own history. . . ™
Question: Twws Social Democriey aceent the the-
ary of iwevitnhility ¥
Amgwer: Thix i= a rather peenlinr guestlon slnee
the Hocial Democracy = not revolutionary but e
Formbsl,  Rinee it rejects the Dictatorship of the Pro-
Letaring, it eecininly comnet e secnsed of saying that
this s fnevitab'e, However, It tellz the workers that
it they mnke proper p<e of the ballot box and elect
b pavwer Boelnbiat camedidates, the Intter can and will
then leglslate o =oeial revolution te helng,  Onpe
cun with ju=rice, therefors, asy (hat the Social De-
mocrney elubm= 1 Hocialist Soclety to be Inevitable
provided that the workers don't forget to vore Soclal-
igf on election day,
W & =
B Y, HARVARI)—
Question: Shonldn’t (e gquestion of “Self-Deter-
mibmntiva of e Back Belt™ be Ioft to e scttled by
Ele Misgro workers thems=elves alter the Revolutlon®
Answer: IF he «logan of “He*f Determination” is
rojectisd. e, I one wecej= The position that the
Megro problem, tn the 118, 5 NOT that of a sup-
pressed] NATIONAL minority. wour questlon, of
corits, Lo e ningles,
[7 the rvoverse position iz adopied, however, the
logan would lvve to b advaneed now gsines (1) our
pregraan bk merely the formalation of the hilstoric
el ol =oedety in every =tage of its development ;
(2 peceptunes of the <lngan would Imply onr recog-
itk that e Negroes onve Natlonnl aspirntions of
n progressive patime: wodd (3 even though the pres.
it meactionary  positlon of capitallam  makes the
sgplution of the pafluished problems of the bourgecks-
democratle revelutbon the task of the proletarlan
rovolution, (eg, Notionnl Independence) it s pre-
cizely becanse of thiz fact that the stroggle for these
iintiinished fnsks hecomes o lever toward the winolng
of prolotarian powoer.
It st agnin e repeabed that a direct Enswer to
the aguestion degeanls apon the attlinde which one
bas b Floe =logun, and we do not wish to anticipate
s mnklonal conferenees which will very shortly take
1 dedinite positlon on b,
L] L3 L]

ADAH B, rHICAGD—
Quesfion: What part @il the elvil servants and
e Federation des Funefionsires play in the French
genernl =Eike of Felbruary?
Answer: We are Informed by o eomreade who was
in I'arks at the tinee that the civil servants were Dot
cialled our, aud, becav=e of the oatore of the atrike
(n oue dday demenstration), there was no way of
!r-rtillrlth-r'lr prtitwle to it in actlon, Sobseguent bo
that thwme, however, they hove been taking A very
metive role In demrnsfrations ele, sinee the govern.
ment's economy progeam is being carrled out chiefly
il Thele expense,  {Pardon the delay In answering,
A senkeh throngh the Alez of both the radleal and
the enplialist presa falled fo dlaeiose the informadlon )
[ [ [
5. H, BRONX—
Chnecetlon : What is meant by Bonapartbem?
Arkwer: Ry thix we u<nally mean a form of ecapl-
talist atafte power. without mass  support, which
hases Atuelfr wpon the militney, the pallee, and the
bureauersey and b= abie to do s becnuse the hostile
clngaes in socicty are balanesd against each other,
nelther eamp being able nor wliling e upset the
eqnilibrinm whiclh wonld result in & elvil war, un-
le=s. gz wiasx done o Germany by the leadership of
the =I1% amd P, the opposing camp capltulates
without a fight. It isx vsually a preconditlon, If a
Ronapartist reglme s to Inst for any length of time,
Phat the clizzes =hall have muoteally exhavsted ench
other in =troggle. It s apparent from this general
deseription of this liistorieal phennmencn that the
varicty of forms which it can take are many and
that [t represent= an austal'e form of power com-
parabde foog ball balancsd on the top of & pyramid,
(5, Havew't yon read Trotsky's pamphlets®)

L] L] L]
Acknowledgencent :—Yonr  editor  wishes to  an-
knowledge with thanks the receipt of o letter from
Comrende 11, Bore of Lowdon, England, in which he
snbmitz o ns [ another souree, (Comeunist
Interpationn!™ Mo, 1. p 18, pablished by PGB
the same guatation feom Lenln's “The Third Inter-
mitlonal awd It Pleace in Flstory™ that was sent in

by Comrade J. MacDonald snd  pohlished o the
“Ohearlon Box™ of Nov, 3o,
L] L] L]

Correction: An  anfortunnie  tyvpegraphleal error

appenred Dn the “Ouoestlon Tox™ of last wepk. A
shatement which was printed as “. . . ships of al
capltalist  eonmntries Il“-!n:llng ihe LSSR _ ., ™
shiouild have read . . including the ULSA, |, 7

November New International Qut

The Movember l=ame of the New Internatlonal is
Just off the press! et vonr copy darly. The October
Izane was completely asold out. | Among the conbents
in this fs=ue arve letters from Marx, Trofsky and
Rakovsky on Russin, a letber from Spalo, an acilele
on the Megro guestion, book reviews, archive ma-
terial® ete, ete, efc.  10¢ per copy; $1.50 a year:

%1 for seVen lsanes,



