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QUESTION BOX |

ABRAHAM Z., BROOHLYN—
Questhon: In view of the fact that Lenin recognlzed
that Industeial Unlonlsm as formnlated by the Am-

erlcan soclallst, Dandel 1x Leon, would supply the
hasle form of the Boclalist Republic and that alti-
mately the labor wnlons of Hussian wounld control all
production and in fact e the government, is not your
fallure to tepch soch princlples here in America
notl-Leninist?

Amawer: One can hardly avold a feeling of atnpe-

faction at the manner in which the advocates of “In-
dastrial Unionlam”, as expressed by the above ques-
toner, attempt to use the prestige of Lenin to jostify
thelr poslition.

What facts do they present to prove thelr conten-
tlon? In the pamphlet “Sociallst Constructlon of
Hoclety™ (A speech made by 1 Leon In 10053, pub-
lished by the lndusteial Union Party, four gquotatlons
are glven of people WHO HAY THAT LENIN SALD
what onr gueatloner attributes to him: namely Arno
Iosch- Bleurot in o Petrograd dispateh to the N. Y.
World, Jan. 31, 1918: Arthur Hansome In “Hussia in
19187 ; Hobert Minor in the N, ¥, Werld, Feb. 8, 1818;
and John lieed, May 4, 1818, This ls surely not an
impressive st of anthoeritles and authoritatlse pevo-
luiionary publications,

Do these “facta™ at all justify our good “Industrial
Unlonists"* Flrst of all ouve has the right to ask:
Wouldn't Lenln have devoted at least one full article
to a gquestion as Importaut as this?  Becoodly, even
i we give the “De Leounlsts™ every beoefit of doubt
and grant that the above four Individuals accurately
reported Lenin's statements, and that other stray
pentences of o slmilar oature could be adduced, the
queation still remalus: what could Lenin, considering
hiz posltion az & whole, have mennt by these re-
marks ¥

The Leninist position (and our position) for the
emancipation of soclety lnvolves the creation of a
vanguard party of the proletoriat to lead the latter
in smashing the eapitallst state machinery by FORCE
and to REPLACE It with its own, Le, POLITICAL,
ptate power, onder whose direction indostry will be
organized and the rempants of the exploiters sup-
pressed. Under S0CTALIBEM, when ¢lasses will have
been abolished and when the workers” state will have
withered away, the remalning “state”, having pacely
admintstrative fonctions may take the form of io-
dustrinl unlons, #very working member of soclety
being eligible to such unlons,

D} Leon, on the other hond, cowbines the reforms
fat with the syndicallst posltion; The workers will
form lodostrlal andons and after they have, threough
thelr politlenl party, peacefully captored the power
by the ballot box, thus forcing the capltalists to
“Hes™, the political party of the workers Is to “AD-
JOURN . .. 0N THE SPOT, 8INE DIE”, otherwise
this would be & “usurpation”, and the industrial
unfons will then form the basis of soclety. In addl.
tlon to bia reformist orlentation towabd the workers'
pelzure of power, D¢ Leon thus skips over the dicta-
torship of the proletariat, substltuting for this his-
torical stage n form of society which con be realized
ouly under Sociplsm.

What has this In common with Lenin? Particular-
Iy how can one clalm that he ecould have given sup-
port to De Leon's naive contention that the American
pocial revolution will be peaceful bacavse the capltal-
Ists, belng swindlers, are cowards, whereas in Eu-
rope, becanse of fendal remnants and tralning, the
rullng class I8 brave and whl fight? “. . . Though
gullty of all the crimes of the decalogue, there s one
wice that the feudal lord is snbstantially free fromm.
That vice s COWARDICE. . . . He will fight what-
ever the odds, . . . But bow s the lny of the land
here, In Amerlea? . . . Let the political- temperature
risé to the point of danger, then, . . . your capltalist
will gqueke in his stolen boots; he will fee. . . . AR
least 1, for one expect to see him flee. . . " (For De
Leon's complete position see “Boclallst Construction
of Soclety”, particularly pp. 38 to 47.)

A complete polemle agalnst the position of the
“Industria]l Unionlsts” would, of conrse, occupy more
time aod space than 13 at our disposal. The correct-
noes of thelr viewpolnt, however, I8 not decided mere-
Iy by whether it agrees with what Lenin might or
might not have sald, but, alnce It has no foundation
in the revolutlonary position of the latter, we would
recommend that §t attempt to stand on s own feet.
Chicken legs, after all, are something.

L] L 3 L]

A. L, DES MOINES—

“Foptamare™ 1 now avallable in nn English trans-
Iation and can be obtained at the Ploneer Book Shop.
102 E. 11th Street, Mew York, N. Y. The price is §2.60.

] L] L
H. M. D., BEOCKTON—

Question: Can you give me n quotation from either
Marx or Engels In which the “Marerialist Coneep-
tlon of History” s given?

Answer: The following ls from Hngel's “Soclaliam,
Utoplan and Sclentife”: “The materialist concep-
tion of blstory starts from the proposition that the
productlon of the means to support homan life and,
next to productlon, the exchange of things produced,
is the basls of all soclal structure ; that in every so-
clety that has appeared in history, the manner In
which wealth la dlstelbited and soclety divided into
classes or orders, s dependent upon what s pro-
duced, how it iz prodoced, and bow the products are
exchanged. From this polot of view the final causes
of all soclal changes and political revolutlons are to
be sought, not io men's braios, not in men's better
Inglght inte eternal truth and justice, but In changes
in. the modes of production and exchange. They are
to be sought, not In the PHILOSOPHY, but in the
ECONOMICS of each particular epoch.”

Editor's nole: Because some gquestions require
more Investigation tham others, they are not being
amswered here entirely In the order in which they
aré recelved. ‘The Indolgence of the questloners in
this matter Is requested,

L] L] L]

J. BHERMAN, N.J. (Continued)

Question: What Is the Communlat
*“Immediate demanda™?

Apswer: In general the Communist position is
that the fight for immediate demands s & DeCESBEATY
stepping stone toward the selzure of power, without
which it will oot be posalble to organize the workers.
The historical sense of this position was stated by
1&nin as follows during a debate on whether to aban-
don 8 minimum program: “Our entlre program
would be nothlng but a scrap of paper If 1t were not
to serve us In ml eventnallties and In all the phases
of the struggle by its appilcation and not by it8 non-
application. If our program is the formulation of
the historic development of soclety from capitalism
to . soclalism, It must naturally formulate all the
trapsition phases of this development, and must be
able to explain to the proletarlat at any time the
provess of the transition toward soclallsm.” (From
wpeach made In aotuten of 1917, guoted at the IVih

position  on

The fest phase of the develop-
meat of Bonapartism u France
began on Febroary @ under the
“truce government”. A new stage
Is now In preparation. The matar-
ing crisls of the summer months s
reaching the polnt of exploslon. A
solatlon is pear at baod.

et o review the sltuation in a
few words, ‘Che polley of detintlon
bus brought no lmprovement. The
veouomie ¢rilsis iy raging more lo-
tensely than ever with no prospect
of mmelforating the diffcolties of
industry as of agriculture, Hut, on
che contrary, the economle coodi-
tions of the workers of the coity
anu country have wordemed with
the prospect of prowing unemploy-
mient and large scale pauperization
losming blg. Large sectlovns of the
country arve discontented with the
fate which 13 belug forced upon
them. This has been attested by
the pariinl elections where in mauy
places the socialisis and commn-
nlets have recordéd galns.
Strengthening of Homapartism and

the Struggle Againost the
“Common Frong™

The Lig bourgeolsie iz alarmed.
It feals the foundations of ita role
over the country sbaken.

1ts forces of covrvclun, its appari-
tus of represslon, reveal a  very
udvanced state of decay. The blg
bourgeoisie alse feels the pesd of
re-arming ltselfl lwmediately. Lkou-
wergue developed in bls  speech
over thie rudio the progrom Chat bt
wantz (¢ carry ou in the new per-
fod. He demands, by means of @
reforin of the coustitution, reduc-
ing parlament w s sbell, making
(i stgie @sdminlstretion o vast
pirricks where the civil servant
will be po moré than s soldier
without auy rights, submitting to
the strlctest disciplioe (the tedel-
era have alrepdy received o diveet
olow ), with the power coucentrat-
ed in few hands, thorougbly obedl-
ecot 1o the orders of blg capital, He
demnnds & strengthening of Bona-
partism, of the power which im-
poses “luw and order” by basing
itsell primavily ou armed force.

In order Lo realize its progrom,
the blg bourgeoisie 1s effecting a
rapld moblllzation of s servanis
sod furmations, Doumergue has
fssued ow appeal, The various
bourgeols groups reply: present.
But Its acceptance by the tolling
mussés s atill o e had and the
difficulty faclng the bourgeoisle Is
great. Years of relatlve “prosper-
ity”®, the abeence of great social
struggles, together with the con-
tused polley of the C.P.—all this
has caused harm to the revolution-
ary corrent, but has desply sireng-
thened niary and democri-
tle illgslons. The victory of Fas-
clsm o Germany hos also rewcted
in the same way. The urbun and
rural masses of Fraoce, hardly
touched by reaction, are attached
to the democratie lberties acguired
over & period of years. Aud this
attachment s (ranslated today,
even for important sectlows of the
petty bourgeolsie, by an lnelination
towards the blog of the Boeciallst
and Communist partles which ap-
pears to them to be the best defen-
der of these fréedoms. The blg
bourgesisle well uoderstands the
danger latent in this state of af-
falrs. Im order o ward off the
blow from “the men with the dag-
ger between his teeth™ It denounces
the “common [ront which will send
the frane down to zere”. In addi-
tlon the fAghting formations of
capital have begun to attick work-
ers  organizations and militants
with revolvers, The Crolx de Feu
Is golng throungh moebilization ex-
erciees. It 1s attempting te utimi-
date the workers' organlzations, to
reduce them to pasaivity aud Inac-
tlon while the bourgeoisle carrles
out ta plans,

The (.P. and the S.F. on the Flane
of Bourgeols Legality

The leaderahips of the O, I'. and
the 8. P., Iostend of orienting the
workers towards struggle, are re-
treatiug before the pressure of the
bourgeoisle. The leadership of the
. P, 1a bound np with Soviet poll-
tles which needs the friendship of
France, IMacontent wlth the poliey
of inactlon I3 making itaelf felt In
the ranks, but thiz is drowned In
the idecloglcal confuslon created by
the recent turn, ‘The leadership of
the 8. P. dreams of the democratic
past. It ls-only begioning to ac-
custom itself to "unity of actlon™.
Profoundly fimbued with econcep-
tlong of gradual political develop-
ment, it is overwhelmed by evon
the eventuallty of & period of in-
stabllity. As to the rank and fle
although In ecertaln federation: as
the Selne, the flusions of a return
to democracy are dissipating, there
still obtalns far from @ cleay con-
ception of the conditlons of sirug-
gle.

To the mobllization of the bour-
geolsle, to its shock troops whose
purpose it I8 to deprive the masses
of thelr meager liberties, the blec
of the Soclallst and Communist
partlhes responds by lssulng am ap-
peal which s based strictly on the
grounds of bourgeols legallty. A
parllamentary Interpellation and
then, after the cantonal elections,
which absorb now the greatest part
of the activities of the C. P. and
the 8. P., they envisage meatings
and demonstrations. Parllamentary
eretinlam flows In blg waves,

On this path, the sams =8 thet
followed by the Awsirlan Soclal

congress of the C.1.)

Democraey, defeat will be Inevit.

THE MILITANT
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Editorial Note

The article printed herewlth s & trapslation from la Verits,
orgun of the Holshevik-Leninist Fraction of the S.F.1O.
The clarity of its apalysis of the political and economic situation in
France and the reallsm of its program for the French proletariat
mike it m goide for every militant in the United States towards ao
voderstanding of the turbulent conditions pow transpiring In that
country¥. Trade nnlon unity, workers militla, general strike against
the reactlonary Doumergue government, workers and peasapts gov-
ernment—these constitnte a revolutionary policy to arouse the
French masses out of the united fromt of inaction.
mggsures pectssary to stand off and fnally smash the fasclast move-
With this program we are in complete agreement.
however, one polot of this avticle which we are obliged to take
Two refevénces are maede to the need for a unlbed
purty which la Verlte says Is “on the order of the day”.
cepl here veferved fo b4 the moot l=sue of “organie anley™,
the Natlonal Committes of the .
ever, the problem cannot be exbausted In the space of this editorlal
We will return to the gquestlon of “organle unity™ in future
The New International August number
carries articles of Interest on this subject,

They are the
There 18,
The eon-

With this
L. A s in disngrecment. How-

able, Oecupying n constantly nare-
rowing arena, the working class
will auffer defeat after defeat, and
cenciion will lmpose s program of
multiplied misery, of redoubled pre-
parntions for war. It is absolutely
nece=uary to smash this offieial per.
apiective of resorting to the  ldbur-
geols Parlisment. It 18 wo longer

The highest polnt of a social rev-
olution so far reached on the Am
srican continent occnred fn Cubw,
startlng with the struggle that
overthrew the Macbudo regime.
The iormation of the elementary
sorins of (e Soviels o Some purts
of Coba was a reality wud o living
Jrent o tiwe role of American im-
Jurinlism, As the malu enemy ol
il extension of the Uctober revo-
thon,  the American  imperialists
were coufronted with a situstion i
the Cuban uprlsing that threwteaed
che plans op tlhe United States to
sorguaiize e world™.  Hoviels wte
ng longer “HRossian”  institatbons
they have bieen established lu every
reévolutlowery nphenyval fn Europse
and Asis, uwd with the Cabau rev-
olutlon have invaded America.

Although the working class of
Culay alidd vt obliain fle objective
of state power In thelr straggle
agalust the exploiters, neveribeiess,
the lessons of fhe stroggle are of
utmost Importauee, Ope of Lhe ont-
atanding sguéstion which proved to
be i stumbling block to the exten-
slon of the stvuggle was the (s
thon of the intervention of the Unit-
o States. A clear position on this
quedtion i+ esdemiinl for the Cubun
workers ws well as the American
workers.,

When gl Cobuaun revelutlon
repched its most favorable stage of
development, the decisive condi-
thows, wnder the given International
gsitpation were In favor of the work-
ing class, The Cubau ruling cluss
wasd In eonfogien. The Amerkcan
ulde pluodered aud was hated, Hit-
ter rescutment agoninst  Amerlcan
imperialism van high. The econo-
mle condition of the country, e
volving on the axis of sugar, hod
long ago renched the point of break-
down, ‘I'he sagor indostry  had
reached its worst stage. The mass-
&g were in motion., Large layers of
the middle clazs and peasants wera
followling the lead of the proletart-
[at. The army had revolted and
had removed its offlcers and in some
cases were ecither in support of the
workers' struggles, or were nentral
In given cases of the selzure of
sugar plantatlons. The eatablish-
ment of Soviets woas  galolng mo-
mentum and (heir establishment on
a natfonul senle was favorable. The
arming of workers wnel  peasmnts,
involvivg large loyers of the class
way taking place, 1n other parts
of Latin America anptl-American
and antl-imperlalist feelings ran
Bigh, aud threateniug oppusition to
the 1United =iates tosk shape in
wime countries.

The most important factors un-
favorable to the revolution were
the following: the Cuban revolu-
tlon came on the heels of the maost
dizastrons defeat of the working
clags, the Faselst vietory in Ger-
many. The Intervention of Amerl-
can imperinlism was n reality the
whole perlod of the struggle. It
ook on the form of bottling up
Cuba with Americnn warships and
the carryving on of secret work
within the country. The Third In-
ternational bad reached the polint
where §t atood beside the Hecond
International, and eonld ne longer
be need as an instraoment for revo-
Intlon. The Fourth International
wis only in the formative stage.
No unlied front actlon In America
was carried on to rolly the sap-
port of the workers, The wave
aof atrike struggles that were rapld-
ly maturing in the Inited States
had only reached the initlal stage
due to the position of the A, F. of
I. lendership on the one hand and
the Stalinlst forcea oo the other
band, therehy not making it pos-
gible to take full advantage and
give full cooperation to the Cuban
workera.

possible to keep sllent about this,
There can be po retorn o the for-
mer democracy. It s doomed. Nel-
ther the bourgeoisie nor the prole-
falat com use it for its class Inter-
ests,
Tha Ouly Perspective: Fight for a
Workers and Peasants Government!
The real perspective must  be

| The Qutﬁtmn f lnrventlnn b|
U.S. Imperialism in Cuba

At o most erltbeal stage of the
atriggle of the Coban workers,
when opposiflon (o American im-
pirrinlism was still on the ppgrade,
the Hiwlinlats took the positlon and
vl Instructions to the workers
mst o &elze American ﬂrﬂw:lj'.
Ilii= wos the divective of the C. 1.,
chrouglh lis Latin Amerlean Hecre=
gitinl o the Cuban section. 1o
arder to hold of (ptervention the
stulini=tz informed the workers to
dtup selebng Amerlcan property.

To instruct the woerkers not bo
wlzge the American property when
avier elghty percent of the cultivarg-
el bl wnd progeecty of Cuba be-
Gtgs to Amserican luterests fu to
wiell the workers to stop the revola-
vion, A social revolublon, n prole-
tarinn revolution in the colonlal
and  sewml-colonial countrles 1y fm-
pEsible without the seizure of the
projperty of the imperialists,

The guestion s can Intervention
ae prevented by this Stallnlst re-
ireal?  Intevventlon did exist in a
peculiny form.  But could thly Bial-
inist  position modify  Its  Torm?
Capltulation to Intervewtion by re
inslng o selze lmperiallst property
i% canpltaintivo to jmperinllsm in the
cevalntionary perled. The Ameri-
zinn imperializts changed the form
0 s intervention in Coba Decanse
it feared the effects of direct inter-

viention, reallzing the powerful
forces aml oppositlon sach action
would  release  throughout the

whiole of the Americas.

The swecess of e Caoban revolu-
thvn demands the selzore of Amerd-
chn LEsrty,  The rev.lutlonary
governpmert st be prepaned, o
order to medlty and postypoune inter-
ventlow, (o lake up negotiations
with  the  American owners the
guestlon of thelr former property.
It i whways pecessary o condoet a
paliey that will waesdify and delay
interventien, HBut to carry this
over To a system whereby a pollcy
b pursmsd within the bounds of ae
tlon that checks the further devel-
opment of the revolutlon to prevent
intervention Is sulebde.

THERE CAN BE NO S0CIAL
REVOLUTION WITHOUT INTER-
VENTION. The glven class rvela-
tlons on a nationsl and internation-
ol seale cnn be such as to modify
the effocta of Interventlon, or on
the other hand make Intervention
a direct threat (o specess. Hobt one
cannet moedify Interventlon by put-
ting the brakes on the factors
which cxtend and strengthen reve-
lutionary action. The modification
of interventlon depends upon the
extenslon and the deepening of the

revolutionary forees,

A seclal  revoluilon cannot  be
coifiied to one country.  Further
development and the deepening of
the Cuban revolution woold have
cansed {ts  extension inte  other
parts of Latin Amerlea and would
have effected the American workers
by accelernting the class antagon-
Isms and by giving lmpetus to the
developlng strike waves, The ex-
tenslon of the Cuban revolution be-
vond fts natlonal boundaries does
pot necessarily mean soeceas In
these countries. Bat its extension
would rouse the workers and other
layera of the populatlon of these
countries, who In one form or the
other would give batile to the ex-
polters and the Amerlean Imper-
ialists, thereby preventing the full
blows of Interventlon feom atriking.
Under such conditlons the revoluo.
tlom in Cuba could forther consoll-
date its power through the Boviets,

A zocinl revelotlon In an  ad-
vanesl country wlll confront Inter-
vention, although! the relation of
forcea are far more favorable In

{Continued on Page 4)

- nctlonary danger.
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WHAT NEXT FOR FRENCH LABOR

| Taeed.,

Elther the working class
und  the tolling masses organize,
strengthen thelr defepsive (that is

whit they are restricted to, today)
which will scon be transformed Into
an offensive, or they will suffer a
debacle, This perspectlve should
gulde all the astivity of the work-
Ing elass. There ¢an be ng eeturn
to the democracy of the pre-Febro-
ary tith days. The clock of history
cannot b furned back, The alter-
native is: deeper into Bonapariism,
lowards Fasclsm and war, or for-
ward to Soclalism. That s why
the working class muost ool SErec
o merely  asking  pacllamentary
iuestions af the bourgeoclsle which
holds them In scorn, but mnst rake
ity post as the champlon of the
widest democracy [mrsl,b:h;-, The
atruggle agalnst the Doumergue
program can be carvled on only for
the following aim: All power to
the tolllng mosses, to the workers
and ypeasants’ government,

Tre Methods of Struggle

ity which methods shall this will
of the working class to reslstance
and to its historle goal be organ-
ized In orider that it dors not dissl-
pate Iteelf In aporndic movements
of revolt provoeked aud erushed by
atate nmd fasclst reaction?  All the
fanfarea of leaders, without solld
organlzation, can but precipitate
consfantly  worsening  conditlons

2| and only play the enemy's game,

How =hall this struggle for the
workers and pessants  government
he coimdipcted ¥

The coup de Fores of February
1 ha= cemented the workers" ranks,
The threat of a new hlow should
bring about without any delny the
greatest solldity of the workers'
ranks.

The gquestlon of & united party 1=
on the order of the day. For ita
realizniion, onifed preparatory
meetings must be held now &t
which the problems of the party in
the present situation shonld be ex.
rmined.

The guestlon of trade union unliy

must e solved in dhe imevediate
future. XNot a single trade union
shonld agree to a delay of several
wieks and months when danger Is
80 Imminent. The most efficactons
method of struggle agalnst the re-
actlonary offensive i3 the general
atrike, carrigd on to victory, uotil
the bourgealsle capltnlabes. It s
preel=ely for the parpese of asyar-
Ing the preparation and organiza-
tlon of the general strike as the
method of struggle of the workera
under the most faverable conditlons
that trade unlon wnity Is necessary
at onee, without bureaucratie de-
Iays.

A wnlted party and o united
trade nnlon movement is not enough
for the solutlon of the problem of
unlting the workers against the re-
The great ma-
Jority of the workers are unorgan-
fzed. Al of the tolllng masses must
be drawn intoe the struggle against
reaction. How iz that to be done?
In every factory enterprise and
workshop workers comenittets shonld
be elected by the workers In fae-
tortes and enterprises. Organize
these committees locally. Central-
Ize all these local committees na
tlonally. In this manner, parallel
with the unifieation of the organ.
leed workers, the organization of
the entlre tolling mass will take
place and thns against the Bona-
partist pretensions of the bhourgeot-
sle and agaiost the rump parlla-
ment dquite ready to satlafy these
prefensions, there will develop the
only honest parliamentarian repre-
sentation of the workers of the
country, and in rhis struggle the

workers and peasants government
will be born.

Antl-Frscist Milila and the Arm.-
ing of the Proletarial to Beat Back
the Reactionary Bands

But the stroggle has begun to
shift to the plane of physleal force.
It can develop only on this plane,
for it Is by forcoe alone thet a soln-
tlom will be reached, that the crisis
will be bridged. The workers, be-
canse they can place no confidence
in bourgeoir legality, must take
practical measures to assure them-

jselves the defense of thelr rights.

Anil-Fasclst milltias muost bhe sed
o In every locality and every dis-
triet. The revolutionists who seek
to oppose this under soch pretexcts
ae that “the bourgecisie will use
this against oor organizations:
there must be no provocatlon™ are
it bottom camouflaged partleans of
restricting the struggle to the plane
of bourgeols legality. The forward
mareh of renction will not be avert-
#d “by eschewlng provocatlon”, If
necessary the bourgeolsle will in
vent plofs to Justity violent mens-
ures. ‘The only mwans of opposing
and of smashing reactlon Is by
meeting foree with force

The only guarantee the working
class has to preserve its libertles
at & time when the gangs of reac-
tlon are armed in order to gag it,

Is to arm Hself as well. “Self.de-
fense of the Masses™ s possible
only If every worker has in  his

posseaslon the means whereby to
reply to the guns and daggers of
the Fasclsts. OCertaln it I8 that
when the people are acmed, far
from “provoking” the reactlon, the
latter will show ltself far less pro-
vooative,

Heactlon Ia preparing & new blow,

The danger I8 imminent! To ac-
tion, without & moment's delay!

™

WORLD OF LABOR

TRADE UNION UNITY IN FRANCE

Outstanding In the stragghe agoainst veaction and
Faselam in Feance s the nesd fov trade anlon andty,
The geaern] strlke of February 12 brought the n-
dusteial power af the mnsses info bold voelief, The
French labor movement, however, s divided. For
yenrs It bas bean Aplit into (oo camje—ihe roformlat
C.G.T. (Confederation Gencrale dua Trovail) snd the
communist-Stalinlst C.GCT.U. (Confelerntlon Gener-
ale du ‘Treavall Uslralees,  Treade onion aopkty  has
been hindered—aud even sabolaged—hy the boresan-
crats of both centers out of fear. sl sectarian in-
terest:, ‘The yellow leader of the reformizt anlous,
Jourhaux, cynically pdvised the menbers of the ved
organization to tear wp thelr eards nnd jols the O,
T. The Htalinizts expelled the adveeates of & fosion
congrese forthwith,

The sentiment Of the asses which  forcs]  the
united front befween  the Hoclalist  and  Stalinlst
partics has Hkewise cansed the trode anfen leaders
to change thelr tupe. The Britlsh and Amerlcan Mew
Leaders print Interesting reports on the lntest devel.
opments towards unity in this feld. The British
periodical for Oet, 12 states that the COGET, U, ngrosdl
to amalgamatlion “withaent any question of minoritles
or of separate loyalty to other organlzatlons”, While
Communists never make this demand n fundamentol
conglderation in enterlug or working In seformi=t or
reactloneey trade unlons, it §s quite posaible that the
Himlinistx surrendered to this conditlon without much
resistance. According to the British New Leader
verglon thls compromise was made In returo for the
withdraowal of the suggestlon thoat the frade uwnion
“have the power to forbld thelr members belonging
to ouishile organizations”.

How - little, If anyihing, this compromise 2 worth
is sem by the foet that seldom or neved jn the his-
tory of the contemporary teade wnlon movenent of
France have ihe polifical saffiliations of any trade
unlon member heen brought Intg questlon. Three and
four years ago the Communizt Leagoe of France
advochterd a Congress of Fuslon to achieve unity. For
thia they were abnged, slandered awl even hounded
In the CJA.TY. Today the Hrallnist unlon. onee
more powerful than the C.G.T. bat now only a small
fraction of 1, is willllng to accept uulty on whatever
conditlons they can get. Thelr long record of fneom-
petence, milsmanagement wnd splltting hos glven the
raformists the nppér hand. The Stalinlsts are enilng
crow today in parment for thelr crimes of vesterday.

The American New Leader corcies o report in its
Intest fs=uoe which places an entirely different Hght
an the nntter. The lssue, according fo this paper, 18
wof Muslon or amalgnmotion bor e dissolotion of
ihe CA5T.1U, and the adberenee of all [ts members to
the CUCT. They imply that the Stallni=ts hove ac-
ceded to this condition bar balked at che demand that
they drop the Aght against the Amsterdom Interng-
thonnl ro which the C.GT. belongs.

The expeclense aof the Btallnlsts In the trmde anlons
in Frauce confalnz: an object lesson or the workers
of the rort of the world., The C.G.T.1". begnn as the
bigger organizatlon with the onns of eplitting the
trade unlons on the reformizts and soecial-patriots,
Immediately the new ieade ubion cénter was created
and it set up the boe and cry for unity, which the
reformers refected. But that was i Lenin's thme,
Blnce then, a long Interval of so¢lol-Fasclsm, Inde-
pendent leadership In strikea, nnited front from be-
low apd the rest of the robblsh oot of the Stulinist
incinerafor turoed fhe tide o favor of the C.G.T.
whirh bas been growing stendily ar the expense of
the C.G.T.1. Today, under pressure of the workers,
the Stallnlste must abandon thelr organlzatlon. They
can accept the plddling concessions offered them by
the other bureaneracy. If there are none t(hen tougue
in cheek, they can crawl o,

The worker teday who would place his life In the
hands of these people is dispiaying abont ns much
intelligence as a mother who would entrust the snfe-
ty of her child to a blind man on & cougested metro-
politan thoraughfare.

L ] L]

EXPULSION IN BRITAIN

Lest any comrades have donbts on the subject, the
penalty for heresy in the Stallofst ehureh, in Britain
ag in the United States, Frasee or Australin, 18 ex-
communieation. The recently arcvived Oetober lgiue
of the Red Flag, organ of the Communlst Lengue of
Great Brltndn, cerries the Information ihat two com
rades have been expelled from the High Street Cell
of the Houth Fast Distrlct of the Commuonist party
in London. Thelr erfme Is—Iif the explanation s
neceaspry—"Trotek¥lsm"”. Followlng thelr expuol-
glon, the cell broke wp and seven comrades signed a
statement, of which the following Iz an exeerpl:

“Hitler's coming to power, the Brighton T.U.C.
march apd the condnet of the antl-war and anti-
Fasclst campalgn have made vs uneasy as fo where
the party Is golng, In fractlon meetings we have
rafeed our objectlous only to be met with forlous
pereonal attacks, leaving our polnts unanswerdll, We
have made continual efforts to get zome cxplunmtion
of points In the O, P. polley which aeems to us to be
dangeroualy wrong. . . . Of course we were attacked
a8 “Trotskylats’. |, | "

L

SIR STAFFORD MUDDLES OUT

The Right wing of the British Labor Party which
hopes soon agaln to don the mantle of His Majesty's
Most Loyal Government administered o declslve de-
feat to the Pink-Tea, parlor bolshevik outfit, the
Socialist League, run by Rir Stafford Crips and eon-
sorte.  This gentleman, It appears, made pretenslons
at being the “Left Wing™ of the Labor party and
favoring more “revolutlonary” aerlon. The three
principal planks In his very radical program were
the abolition of the Fouse of Lords, radieal reform
of the Honse of Commons and the use of emergency
powers bY the Lahour Gowvernment “if the need
arose”, But at the Brighton congress of the Lahar
party this “revolutionary” llon became as tame as o
lamb. He appeared hefore the delegates, his clmws
clipped, fawning and bhowing before the die-hard
servants of the Hritlsh Empire. Revolutlonary
changes conld be brought about, according to this
new type of “revolutfondst”, by partiamentary meth-
ods provided they were “drastienlly modernized™
This, says Blr Stafford fariher, would obviate (he
need for violence. Ewven If we accepted these premis-
es—and they are fundamentally wrong—the queation
wonld still remaln ax to whether the British caplital.
Iat elass wonld allow snch parllamentary changes to
be made without challenging them very vehement'y
and wery vialently, Hut before the congress wos
over the Boclalist League back-watered, agreeing to
sppport the Execntlve’s recommendations which were
intentlonally vagne s that noboedy would be com-
mitted to anything. COripps and his follawers had
become so mitd and perceful that Herbert Morri=saon,
a labor-skate of the old =cheol, tonk to ch'ding them
for not having progresaed beyond the “inevitability
of graduallsm™ as espoused by the Inte Bidner Webb,
now Lord Passfleld.

The pretenders to being a revolutionary curreut,
now etripped of all pretenslons, there l3 room and
need for & genulne left wing In the Labor Party, to
raise the Issues sharply and to fight the Ia.rle:ru of

the Eing as only revolationists can.



