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QUESTION BOX |

8. P, “MILITANT", N. ¥—

Question: If foreign interventlon §s excloded, how
can the possibility of a counter-revolutlonnry overs
throw Io the Hoviet Unlon be spoken of, since there
I8 no class upon which the reaction could base such
an overthrow ¥

AmSwer: If your premise were correct, there would
be some basls for your conclusion. The peasantry,
however, remains as the elass upon which the coun-
ter-revelution can draw.

The moujic is ne 1deallzst, He thioks In terms of
the bard, material things of 1ife: grain, shoes, cotton
cluth, pots and paos, efe. Just so long as the Soviet
reglme provides him, In retorn for his grain, with
as many, or more city-made products as bhe could
cbtain fn the open market, he will continue to sup-
port the Workers' DMetatorsbhip. If, however, the
open market promises bim more for his grain than
does the Workers' Htafte, he endesvors to throw off
those fetters which stand lu the way of bls materlal
sdvantage. It s only one siep (rom this demond
for the open pations]l marketl to (he demand for the
open lnternational market—tbhe wiolition of the non-
opoly of forelgn trade,

‘Without, therefore, wishing 1o re-establish eapi-
telizm, the peasantry under (hese circnmstances
willy-nilly becomes the ally of reaction.

It Is incorrect, particularly ot this point, to ab-
stract from forelgn Intervention. Usually this is
thought of fn the pure military sense, and it §s for-
Botten that in the economic Aeld it goss on continu-
ally, Because the Industrial development of the im-
perialist countries Is superior to that of the Soviet
Unfon, which is tled econumically to the world
market, a constant intervention Is takilng place,
which weaken he possibility of the Workers® State
in overcoming the gap befween what is faken from
the pessant and what is glveu to liim.

Uniess the proletariar of the ndvanced capltalist
conntries are able to give tlmely afd to the Soviet
Union, this process may prove to be fatal, particu-
larly since armed Intervention stands ready to back
up it more powerfully economie ally,

T
C. W. K, New Haveo—

Horry, but there la no short ent fo economles any
more than to geometry, and your editor knows of
oo booke where youn can find such a8 simplifled ex-
planation of the mechanics of infation as yon re-
quest. The following, however, may help you if you
are faced with the necesaity of explaining this phe-
momenon o workera with limited economic know-
ledge.

Because of the limited development of commerce
aod fAnaoce practically all of the business in the
middle ages was transacted through the mediom of
guld or sllver coln, Since the carrying of the coin
was both expensive and deusgercus, many merchonts
found It expedient to form instifutions in which the
metal coln could be deposited, and upon which you
could lssue certificates, to use for making payments,
The recelver of such a certlfcate, knowlng that he
could get the metal on demand, fully accepted it at
ita face walue. If, however, he wished to make a
purchase or payment, he would merely pass it on to
the next merchant, and in this way certificates squal
in value to that regoired for the normal transaction
of buelness would remaln in clreulation,

Asaume that 100,004 pounds (by welght) of gold
had been deposited In such a central warehouse by
varlous merchants and that 100,000 pound-notes had
been issued to them as receipts, which were then put
into clreulation, If each note sbould change hands
on the average of four thmes o day, the daily busi-
pess transacted would bave o valne egqual to S00,000
pounds of gold.

Under these clreumstances no Inflation could have
occurred, regardicss of what happened to boelness
conditions. At the worst all the gold In the vaults
wounld have found ita way back Into private hoards.
However, as long as the rate of furnover of moneay
renpined s above, no more thoo 400,000 pounds of
business could have been trensocted daily, the same
ns If the gold ltself had been unsed Instead of notes,

If the daily avernge of business Increased to S00,
000 pounds of goeld In valuwe, the deposit Instliutions
counld eafely go into the lending business and issae
an additional 100,000 pound-noies, confident that the
200,000 pound notes wonld coutlone to circulate even
though there was ooly 100,000 ponnds of gold In the
vaults.

If, because of a crisis, the average daily value of
business fell back to 400,008 pounds of gold, 100000
pound ootes wounld turo up at the institutions de-
manding gold. If all the gold were permitted to be
withdrawn, there wonld be none left as a basls for
the rest of the potes in circulation, and these, upon
discovery of this fact, would soon become practically
worthless, except for other nssets which the institu-
tlons might possess. This would be tanthmount Lo
a complete Inflatlon.

(The result would have been the game If for gome
reason or other, the Instltntion had izsued 200,000
pound mnotes while the tetal valoe of business e
mained at 400,000 pounds of gold, reguiring only 100,
000 pound certificates for clreulation.)

The institutlon might. however, keep the inflation
partlal, # accalled “deflation”. Upon becoming
aware of the situatlon It might havie announced that
bhenceforih each poond noete was (o be redeemable
only in & halt pound of gold. The 200,000 pound
potes would then have a value of 100,000 pounds of
gold and would remain in clreulation since this much
would be required for dally bnsinesa.  (This, easen-
tlally, la what HRoosevelt dd Ly means of the G0
cents dollar.)

In moat cases, teday, such golid notes, or enrrency
are isaned by elther a banking inetitntion backed by
the state power, or by the Intter directly, and the
process le more complicated by the banking aystem
through which many of the payments made are bal-
anced agalnst each other, oliminating even the need
of paper currency. Otherwlse there s no essential
differance hetween an inflation azx we understand it
today and the lustratlon clted abowve.
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Humanity stands at the croas.
roads. Faselsm polots to the most
barbarous exploitation of man by
mamn, perpetnates the clenvage of
sociely into classes, and prepares
another Imperialistie blomd-bath.
Commupizm lberates the forces of
production, ennobles the standard
of life, and realizes the internation-
wl solidarity of the race.. Which
ulternutive ls to prevail, the class

struggle will decide,

World Crisls of Capitalist Decay

Driven by geofit-lost and Ioexor-
uble luws of the market, the capl-
tullst system of private ownership
of the means of produection and ex-
pleitation of wage-labor, was onee
12 the van of socinl progress. Su-
perlor ecoucnile efficlency ahattered
fhe bowds of fewdaliam, organlsed
ihe national stnte, ond ereated the
lalernativoal divizion of labor, Un-
der the banner of the Hights of mun
and populor =overeigniy, and o a
serles of wars and Insurrectivns,
the bourgeolsie socesssfully  freed
the Imagination of the mae=ses,
mobilizlug them to end the privi-
leges of the former reglme of priest,
lamdlord and nohble,

Dut Capitallsm bes rewched oo
unenduralde stute of decay.  Prl-
vale property  and the nationol
Trouther= can no longer confine the
iromendons prodiuctive powers of o
wurll economy. The “free commpe-
aition™ of small capitals have given
wiy to The international competi-
don of gignntic monopolies desper-
ately battling for a shrioking world
miarket. The struggle for colonies
A apheres of inlluence to which
b export aurplus commodities and
capital resulted in twenty million
killed and maimed In the imperial-
st war, leaving a deadly Iegncy of
Aburper  antegonlsms ausd  more
monstrous militarlzm, The world
war and the treatleg, the necessary
conscquences of capltalist develop-
ment, marked a turning polnt, the
breaking up of the fouodations,

The world esonomic crelsiz of the
past Nve yenrs was no looger the
normal busivess cyecle of pre-war
boom and depresslon bot the symp-
tom of the crisls of capiiallem -
self. By the close of 1933 more
than a third of the world's trade
bl disappeared : the gold stand-
ard, once the barometer of capital-
lst stabliity, had been replaced by
wild zig-zngs of paper currency and
infation. The Iincreusing misery
of the masses was attested by col
ossal armies of unemployed, The
concesslons, in the shape of wages,
honrs and condltions, which capl-
iallsm In its prime bad ylelded to
the mass pressure, and which

formed the goclal basls of reform-

ism, were wilthdeawn. The bltter
aooth-nnd-fang struggle for mark-
vke drives capitalism to launch an
offensive for the reduetion of the
lving standards of the workers to
the barest mialmum of subalstence.

The Menace of Fascism

Under these clrcuomatances, Fi-
nanece-Capital finds the “normal”
miethods of parllamentorism no
longer saffice to keep the mountisg
clags antagonismx and the deepen-
g soclal erisls in control.  The
Stafe hos always been the organ of
the possessing clusses to hold the
cxploiied classes in suljection; a
ganeral democrncy in the gense of
wezinl equoality, for both explolter
and exploited, i3 Impossible, The
mazk of bourgeois demoerpey Ccon-
cenled the essence of capltalist
rale.  Bul parllameniary democra-
oy, Fraudulent thoagh It be, Bad
developed In the sirogele againat
feadaliam ; ita limited demoeratic
¢ivil lbertles afford the most fav-
orable ground for the rlse of work-
g elass organdzation. Alming at
the unhnmpered exploitation of the
working class, Fipapce-Capltal un-
‘epahea fasclam, the mosl SAvege
despotie method of capitallst die-
tnforship o smash all the Insfito-
tions of proletavian  demoerncy,
trade unfons, parties and  presa,
Fasclam is the riéglme of the sabre,
the bludgeon and concentration
CHE.

Aa ite pawn to crush both bone-
geols democracy and the working
class, Alonopoly-Capltal uses the
petty-bonrgecisle (middle classes)
which the monopalles have them-
selvis rained by mass prodoction
and distribution, by Inflation and
deflation. The social cerlsis, under-
mining their former accial saperk-
orlty over the worker, has thrown
the small bualness man, profession-
]l man, and farmer off their bal-
anee.  Where there 18 no sufficlent-
Iy powerful revolutionary party to
place lteelf at the head of the na-
tlon the middle clapses are deawn
Inte the net-work of antl-semdtie,
natlonallast and antl-forelgn-borm
demagogy, and are fed with the 1i-
Inzion of an “authoritarian® state
which will subject the great capl-
talists to the intersats of the amall
property-owners., But once the sub-
sidied Fagcist movement has trl-
nmphed, Finance Capltal turna on
its petty bourgeols allles, diepelling
their illuslons onder the fron heel
of buresucratle police and milltary
dictatorahip

The natural ally and leader of
the middle classes §a lta partner In
gocla]l misery, the proletariat. The
middle classes muost be brought to
nndergtand that the wiy onf of the
crigls does not e in the refurn to

more primitive sconotmic forms, in

fused steck ownershiilp wnlder eondi-

ilons of  cuapltalist  coneentration
and control. The small [armer
ground down by Mortgnge capital,
loaded with debt aod threstened
with foreclosure must realize that
all the Pools, Moarketing Acts, and
“freer  credit™  are woovailing
agxinst the techuleal revolutbon fn
wgriculture apd the dominntion of
finance capital which bring about
the chornle agrarving corisis,

The solution of the basic prob-
lems of the middle cluss 18 the same
aa the solution of the crisis for the
working cliss., the sociallzation of
tund, industey, and eredlt. The
only way to abolish overpreduction,
“wnder-consumptlon”, and o ppss
on the gaing of technleal eficieney
in the form of ever risiug stamd-
arda of lving aml culture 8 to re
Mace the anarchy of the capitalist

uEiFael by purpeive scecbal  plan-
Cuatng sited ednirol,
The Conguest of Political Power
The means of this fundamental
change o the property relations
are revolutionory muss action and
the dictatorship of the proletaviat.
The workera can and must wtilize
the= ballot and paurllamentarizm for
propagandna, agitation and mobili-
zation of the masses. Botl no fea-
ture of the social-democratic pro-
grim has proved more completely
bankrupt thun the ldea of the pais-
less transition from capitalizm to
snclallem by means of ploce-meal
Jinelinmentary aoclal reforms, The
Workers' I"arty does not reject re-
forms; they can be used Lo consol-
idate the pesitions of the workers
for further struggle. But reforms
mus=t come ns the by-prodoct  of

chirs-strugele and oot a5 nlleged,

Economic Conditions Behind
Textile Strike

S ——

Hprawling  aml
Malne to South Curolina—as far |
West ag Mississippl, the textlle in-

senfters]  from

dustry ranks with stewl,
rafllronds and awtos, one of the
Auper-indnstrica of the country,
Unlike some of its glant brothers,
It has been In o stabe of crisls, not
for o few years, bul fov more than
o decade.  Along with the great
mille in, Englosd it has sinee the
war been nl the center of the in-
ternatiohal crisis in textiles. This
erlsls s had the same fundamen-
tal emrmuarksd of the penerpl crisis
of capitaliat Industry : over-expan-
gion of prodoctive capacity, and
overproduction {noderconsumption)
L

Imiring the war the Industry ex-
panded o meet  government de-
mands, seventy-ive percent of pro-
ductlom going for military purpos-
e2  After the vwners had partiel-
pated in entting the melon of war
profis, they found on thelr honds
gxcesilve  plant eapacity., Thoen
cume the depression of 21 to which
this condition importantly conteib-
uted, [easplte all of these zigns of
gerlous  lllwess, the industey
plunged into ancther orgy of ox-
pansion, The competition was-—
the “besi muan’ would win, they
spld,  Covsequently, throughout the |
2008 an avernge of two  million
spindles o the cotton sectlon mlome
were conbtinuously idle.

Crisis Intensifled

Mpeed.up, streteh-out, amnd -
provement of machinery have ae-
celerated this couditlon. The strug-
gEle of cotton and wool ngainst silk
aud  raven, capricious fashions,
waszte and anarchic meibods of dis-
tribmtion have added color to this
pretiy  ploture,  The struggle of
this drunken mouster with the tex-
j tile lords of Lancashire and Tokyo,
for the forsign markets, s one of
the forces behind Roosevelt's naval
building cuompalgn.  The  whole
world iz overpredoced. The mork-
vig wou't go around. Profts dwin-
die, unemployment increases, the
b market shrinks, ‘The fextile
employer alternntes  Detween  oni-
ting wages and consulting his wor
department,

For several years o merger move-
ment has been growing o moves
ment aptly sapplemented by carpel-
Beation in line with the provislons
aof the ¥IA,. The bosses are organ-
lzed,

Altogether there are more tham
a mlllien workers o the textile In-
dustey. They comprize one-clghth
af the manufacturing workers in
the cogntry, n greater nomber
ihan i any other single industey.
And the wages of thess workers
are the lowest In oy moanufaetur-
Ing imdustry except tobaecs. In
197 for example, a relatlvely good
year, wagea Iln cotfon mills wera

mining,

facturing industries In the country.
In wonl they were 105 lower., Un-
dir thee codes they remalned the
lowest, with differentinls bhringing
even lower seales In ihe South,
Squeezing the Workers

The textile cnplovers, ns o fesill
of the declining market, (nke np
the slack of redoced profits by ev-
ery maneuver known fo enpiialist
| industry. Machinery iy perfected;
workera are unéeremoniously flred ;
the stretch-out sgqueezcs  the  Inst
onnce of the workers' energy. Along
with the lowest wages the textlle
workers suffer the worst working
conditiona in the country. The re-
ault has been a lomg and bltter
airuggle for the rlght to anionlze,
for shorteér hours and higher wages,
and for better working conditions,
capeelally  with  regard to the
atratchout,

Methods and devices for increns-
ing apeed In order to secure great-
ef prodoction for the worker nre
now common in every industry. In
textiles the speed-up has gone 5o
far that the nervous straln npon
the workers has gone beyond the
limits of physieal toleration.

While (he number of aplndles hoa
bisen  inereaslng, the numher of
workers has been deereasing, The
aim of the mill owners has been o
lower costs and ralse profite,  If
vou want to make flve thonsand o
vear, onee advised the Amerlean
Waol and Cotton Reporter, nddress-
Ing new overscers, prove that Yoo
are worth It. “Prove it by eniting
down costs, hy doabling up the

P s |0 jects of monetary reform or dif-| ing wages."

“Labor Specialization™
Pl mewvement  to reduce  labwor

e aind  depiendence  upon the
skilliml  workers, hos  progressed
with Inercasing =cverlty for many

Yeurs, Empdevers’  orpanizatbons
meet regnlavly to furmulate prac-
thenl metheds of speeding up pro-
duction. “Labor speclallzation™ hasy

expperis being hired to do nothing
bl trnveel from mill ro mill show-
ing employers how o “extend” la-
har,

There i3 probally no other [n-
duztry wheve thiz problém  is af-
tieked more energetically and de-
liberutely. Today the bosses are
gettlng back whatever gaing weore
e by the lowest; pald workers
under the codes, Patents for new
textile muchines bear evidence of
the  eontinnous replocement  of
workers by machinery and the pro-
duction of more pounds of  gowls
per operative.  Work becomes ln-
crengingly specinlized and stand-
ardized.  Old workers find it hard
o foilow the pace, Young workers
ire browght o and burned up.

The werkeors In o mill which has
hired the woerviees of these “indos-

trinl eungineering” corporations sud-
denldy find themselves being watcbed
| by slrange men with atop-watehes
in their handg, “These men  will
tulls to o one Bor will they an-
awer any nquestions. They merely
watch every motion of the work-
ers, making voles  on  everything
that happens.
The “Stretch Ouod"”

Thess moen caleulate ¢very mHove-
wient of the workers, If the work-
er takes o drink of water, visits
the lavatory, has fo walt for ma-
terlul, speaks to a fellow worker
for o few miauies, it &8 timed and
noted by the stop-wateh man. The

the nymber of secounds that the
worker hos used i stopping  to
breath, in going for o drink of wa-
ter or to the rest poom,  More work
is then given him oo the boses of
Pl finee atndy @ The time is divided
intee thee: maln  divisions: {1}
Amount used In skilled work. {2)
Amount in semi-skilled. (3) Amount
in pon-skilled. The workera nre
then divided infto these gronps, o
varyiug wage is pald, and cach
groip I= then driven to greater and
greater speed.  This 1s the stretch
out. ‘The looms per worker in-
creage: the wages for most of the
workers go down; productlon in-
ereases s total payrolls decrease.
Roesigtanes to the streteh-out, to
low woges amd long  hours, has
mapdde the textile indusiry, néxt (o
mbwing, the most active battle
ground In the class struggle in
Amerfea,  The battles of  these
workers with compiny gunmen, pd-

more than 379 below the average:
carninge for workera In all mann-

 domerienn

Lize and troops has made the earli-
est, the most pontinnous and some
of the most glorious of militant
labor traditions,

History of Unions

Cotton workers flrst organized In
1854 fiute the Natlonal Cotton Mule
splniners Assoclation. Locals ond
federntions of other crafis In the
industry followed, The first strikes
hrako ont in Fall River amd MNew
Bedford, time honored
textile history. Cotton workers
wiere in the Iuternational Tabor
Unlon (18783 and later condocted
several big strikes under the ban-
ner of the Enights of Labor. In
1581 the Matlonnl Unfon of Textile
Waorkers wae organlesd in Lawell,
It continued—Ilater under the nome
af International Union of the Tex-
file Workers—iill 1901, when df
merged with gome of Its own seces-
slonists, to form the United Tex-
tile Workers of Amerlca.

Many atplkes were held by the
MNationul Union nnd by the Tinited,
though not many of the great ones
were sanctioned by the top lead-
ers, Like most lnbor skates the
bureaucracy of the United cared
more abont & Iarge teeaspry than
the low wages of the workers.

The wery place-names of these
pirtkes bring the memors of herole
struggles : Lawrence (19120 Man-

chester (1918): Lowell (1013);
Paszaale {1915) ; Lawrence (1010} ;
Utlea (1819) : Charlotte (1821);

New FEngland (1922) 5 Willimantic
(1925) ; Passaie (1828) ; New Bed-
ford (1828):; Marlon {19200 1 Gas-
tonda (104905 ;. Damville (1980 :
Ellzabethtown {1y ;

tsom (1083).

beenme a profession, such efcicney

lattier then rvetives and cealealates®

dstallments of socinlism. The La-
Lo Cabinels of Greal UBritain aod
the Sociel Democratic Governments
of Germany, both reformist and
constitutionalist, by their treach-
erons collaboration with the capd-
tulist state mechine shamefully be-
trayed the workers, and poved the
wiy for fescism, The workers
canmol use this copitalist machin-
ery  with its clvil serviece, pollce,
military anid courts to establish the
so¢lalist order. ‘The workers must
first break the old wnd then set up
the new, the Soviet State, to pro-
tect soecialiam from sabolnge and
counter-revolution. The HSoviet
dtate Is o dictatorship agoinst all
thoze sveking (o restore the old or-
der: for the masses It s the widest
pes=ible bosis of real democracy.
As the process of acclallzutlon de-
stroy the ecomemic reots of closs
divisions In scclety, the State Q-
gelf, the product of class aotagon.
fsms, will vanish, leaving a soclety
orlered not by compulsion but by
adminlstration based on voluntary
Inbor and self discipline,

Diefenes of the Soviet Union

As the firat conntey of the prole-
tarlan dictatership the Sovier Upe
lon I 8 source of Inspivation to the
working class of the world ; s
collupse ur destroction would un-
lensl B terride wave of world re-
aekion.  The Qetuber Hevolutlon of
1917, under Bolslevik leadershilp,
wias the prodoct wet only of the in-
fernal antagoulsms within the conn-.
try but of the break-down of capé-
falist Imperfali=m at its weakest
link; it wuas the prelode te che in-
terpativnal revolution, The victory
of spocinll=m  in o predominantly
agrariun conutey wuas based on the
nilon of the workers and the peas.
antry bl conld be Oonally assored
unly by the support of the secial
revalulion in some of he wdvanced
couniries, Hetweern the directly
antngonistic systems of  socinllsn
wnd capitalism there could be no
vnduring collnboration er peéace.

But Leninlsm, the strutegy ol
world revolution as the basle poll-
ey of the TE5H, hus been re-
Maced by Staliniam, the pollcy of
“socializm in one country®™, of no-
flonnl self-sufliclency. Under the
presfure of  petty-hourgeols  ele-
mients, the defents of the revolo-
tionary movement abrond, and the
capitalist encirclement, the prole
turlan dictatership bas been nnder-
mined by the canker of buresucri-
tlem. The centrlst apparatus,
erowned by the personal regime of
sfalin, usurgsd the positions of
power, stifling all workers' demo-
cracy in the Soviets, the trode une
fons and the party., The Bolshevik-
Leniniat Opposzition, loyal o the
program of wotld or permanent
revolution, was exiled or driven
piderground as “Trotskyism”, Eoo-
nomic pollcy =zlg-engged wildly be-
tween a course of pro-kulak oppor-
tuni=zm amd  the sdventurism of
“llagueidating clusses in Ave yeara”
The Comintern las become o poei-
fAat frontler puard. Securlty of
the 17,5804 is sonoght not im @
pawverful  revolufionary  movement
but In non-ngRression pacts, allgn-
ment with an imperialist bloc and
projecied adberence o the Lengue
ol Malions,

The problems of the U881, af-
fect the deatiny of che internot lonal
profetariat of every furn.  The at-
tlimde of the Workers® Darly bhas
nething I common with the senti-
mental o platonie  “sympathies”
of the liberals or pacifists. The
Workers' Party stands for the uan-
conditione]l defence of the Soviet
Unlon by the actlve stroaggle for
the overthrow of capitalism In all
countrics, which meang the building
of revolutlonary mnss parties and
n Fourth Internntionnl, independ
ot of the stranglehold of Stalin-
ism. The Soviet Union is theent-
encd by milltary lptervention; amn
equally grave menace Is the degen-
eratlon of the proletarian dietwtor-
ghip wnder the SBtalinist  regime,
The ldea that bdonstrialization snd
valectivization  lead aotomateslly
to soclallam is false, Without the
communist party which is the will
gl vl conscionsness of the works
ing elgss and which has been
strangled Ly the bureaneracy, the
Bavier Power could anccnmb at the
first shock of a orisis, The Work-
ers’ Party will ald the Bolshevik-

: the TLE.8.R. ln thelr
apots fni leninistas of &

struggle to cleanse the dictatorship
of the elementz of degeneration
For the unconditional defenee of
the Soviet Union! Agalpst Sinlin
i=me

{Continued in Mext Dssue}

F’II-GNEER NOTES

The Pioaeer Book Shap, 102 Fasl
1ith Street, New York City has
been appointed sole agent for hooks
published by the Ploneer Puoblish.
RTH.

The DPloneer Puohblishers will
henceforth be devoted exclusively
ta the publication of new books.

All fnture orders Tor books shouald
he sent fo the Ploncer Book Shop.
The Branches muost seitle thelr old
acconnts with the Ploneer Poblish-
ers Immediately., Al informotion
regarding outatanding  ncconnts
ghanld b mddressed to the Ploneer

Publishers, §4 BEast 10th Streef.
] [ ] L]
BOUND YOLUMES OF THE
MELITANT

RBound volomes of the I!rlillt-lﬂl
for the year 198% con be obtalned

alarlon | from Ploneer Bookshop, 102 E. 11th
machinery per operative and sav-| (1831): Patterson (1931); Pﬂttﬂr-1ﬂt-. New York City at the phenom-

,enally low priee of $1.00 per copy.
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FUER'S . ki AN COMMUNISTS KEBEL
AGAINST STALINISM

From o bonrgeols press oot we learn that at &
guneral meeting held in Sen Joan, Poerte Rico, the
Communist perty memberabip woled overwhelmingly
for a bresk with t(he Third International apd the
egtublishment of the Independent Communlst Party
of Penrto Mlee, 18 was categorleally affirmed that
wlee "werte Rlean Communists will take o orders
henceforth from Stalin's International but will at-
tempt to build a party und work out o program in
secordance wiih the diciutes of thelr own Judgment.
Alter heated discassion and airihg of opinlons, but
four party members withdrew from the organization
in protest ggaisst the Jdesislons areived at by the
maforkty.

We know nmothing more of this cose than the slm-
e facts us given wbove, The very fact, howeéver,
that u small, pewly formed party, has at the present
tme broken with Htalinism, is In lzelf very sigoifi-
aant. . It is Indicative of a general trend developing
in several Latin Amercin  conntries, wherg more
breaks of a slhinllar nature ore certalnly pot out of
the auestlon. The break with the Third Interoa-
tional at this thme may be considered o progressive
atep on the parl of these comrades. We may even
venture To goess (he reasons for this step onp thelr
part. Hinee the wloption of the Litvinef! pledge, the
stalintern has sperifles] the Coban revolution to
the conse of Hoviet internationnl relations, by giving
the order “Honids of lmperlolist propecty™ to the
Cuban €. I Our surmisal is that some similar order
miry have beéen given to the Puerte Klean party,
which was entirely ton big For the comrades to ewal-
low,

If, as appears likely, this break with Stalinism
embraces the entire party of “our Insular possesslon™
and not only the San Junn section, If It 18 the result
tlon fight at the top, we can then feel certaln that
of the pressure of the membership and not of & fac-
tion fAght nt the top, we con then feel certain that
Jdie Puerto Iican comradea will find thelr way to-
wirds the Fowrth [nteenatbonnl and will net fall late
a “national-communlst™ morass,

L L] L]
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST SENTENCED

Newkirchen Echo, soclal democratic paper in the
3aar, publishes the news on Augh 27 that Wilhelm
UDoerter, M-wear-old leader of the International
Communists In Frankfort am Main, Germany, has
been sentenced o (Wa years® Imprisonment. Hitler's
conrt martial, enphemistically colled the Plest San-
ate of the Peoples Court, clapped this stlff sentence
on the militant for “having prepoaved high treason®
ind “leading in the orgnulzaotion of an illegal parcy™,
The [regttency of these hinprisonmenta snd the in-
irpuency  of wews conterning  them  ghould warn
every class splrlted worker fhat the terror in Ger-
many e far from subsided. Internatlonsal solidarity
with the victims of Fasclam—today as much as ever
—Hs one of the paramonnt duties of the revolutionary
amil labor movenet.

L] L] L]
SAAR WORHKERS BEGIN ACTIVE RESISTANCE
TO FASCISM

Diaspite the polverlzing featwres placed on  the
unitedy front by Hialinlst and reformist officlals, the
Arat asignpoata of Hghtlng oppoesition to the Pasclat
hands are appearing in the Saar. In Saarbroéken
an armed fasclst band gothered In front of & work-
ere’ printshop with desttuctive intent. The workers
in the lotulity were notifled and hundreds fmmedi-
ately appeared an) pout the murderouns vandals (o
fllight. Bimilarly in Zinnertal, the workers routed
a Fasclst gang,

Once the unlted front breaks oot of the halter of
meetings. parndes and ovatory and tnkes the toad of
aetlon—the organt:atlon of an armed workers” mill-
tia—the Fascist refuse will crumble like paper be-
fore the impact of its mighiy power.

L] L] L]
COSTA RICAN BANANA WORHKERS STEIKE

Incomplete and vague news reports inform us of
thie reanmption of the general strike of workera on
iz Atlamtic const of Costn Rles., Following thelr
return to work wnder o favornble settlement with
the government, under which the most important de-
mandas of the wnicn were granted, the United Frolt
Comnpany immediaiely commenced o serles of viola-
thona of the angrecment, Any  recognltion of the
Frulg company weuld be a deolal of the latber's
rights of the workers by the slave driving Unfted
whole post, and wonld serve as an incentlve (o or-
gnnlzaiion for all of the plantation workers of the
Carribean aren. The Imperialists well know thet a
nvorable settlement of the Costa Rican strike will
Iny thie Basie for o wiave of organfzatlon and strug-
agtes In the frplt, =ugnr, tobageo and coffes planta-
Hong of all Central America, Colombla and the West
Indles, This Iz why, In apite of being forced to make
soneessions in (he st strlke, no tlme 18 belng loat
i oan aifempd to wipe out the going of the workera.
The government mud the Fniled Frolt company are
attempting to smn=h the sirike by every mesns, and
the situation on the plastations approaches one of
clvil war, while the whole indusiry eontinues (o be
tled up,

L] L L

THE ADVANCE OF FASCISM IN SPAIN

Un #Heprember B Gil Robles, chief of the Catholle
Tmaeist party, “Populnr Agrorian Actlon®, dellvered
Wimaelf of a1 load of demagoegy at o national fasciat
rally held ot Covadonga, seene of the final defeat
il expulsion of the Arabs from Spaln, About 3000
fascists participated in the demonstration, which
waoitld undoabtedly have been mach lucger had it not
boen for the militant action of the workers, who
were able through general strikes in many citiea,
and nets of sabotage on the railroads and highwara,
ro prevent the arrival of many more.

231 Hobles has s#ince declared that ecertaln of hils
gtatements in the specch at Covadonga were misin-
orpreted and exapgerated. He now clalms that by
“demanding power” for his party, he only referred
to fasclst participation In the pew government that
will be formed within a few days., Afier an interim
if particlpation In a coalition government with other
vightist partles, the fascists will be prepared to play
ihelr highest cards. in a direet bld for power.

Meanwhile the general movement for the Workers
Allianee continues althongh with varying degress of
aneerss,  In Badafos provinee the official Communist
Party parcticipaies with the Communist Left, Soclal-
it party and varions frode vnlon organizntions in n
provioeinl Workers Alllance. On a natlonal scale,
howeyer. the Stnlinists continne In thelr ultimatistic
demand for a “uniled front”™ with the Soclallst Party
fir fhe exeluglon of the minority growps and the on-
jons,  The Socialists, pressed by their own left wing
insi=f om0 broad enited front within the Workera
Allance, Although they are sabotaging the creatlon
of thiz orgnnixation on a natiounl seale, a favorable
fecision by the annrcho-syndienlist controlled C.N.T.
wonld foree them to take Immediate steps for & na-
tiomal Waorkers Alllnnee,

The existing Workers Alliances in Asturias, Leon
and Madrid are functloning very poorly, Only in
twtalonin, Valencia nnd Badajoz, is the organization
af  working  cless  unlty  functloning  efMectively.
Throughont fpain it is the minority gronps, the Com-
mumnist Teft and the Syndicalist Libertarians who
are in the vanguard of the struggle for the Workers

Alllance.



