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REVIEWING

THE NEWS

Birthday Greetings

W. 7. Foster's birthday greetings
ta Bob Minor convinces one that
Foater must be wery sick indeed.
Almost as sick as the party that
stages those disgusting birthduy
celgbrations onw after another.
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Prosperity

glpan of General Motors reporis
a golden age of prosperity right
around the corper. Alr conditlon-
ing of all  buildings, fabricated
bousts aud aevrdypamic railroad
equipment constitule Lbe teinily
that iz to save capltalism from -
lapse and lead all ol us o a luxur-
tous life the like of which we have
pever dreamed. As the cockney
mald: “Gawd! Weot "opes.”
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Drought and Snow

The faith of even the mest holy

Pledge Fund

T0 ALL PLEDGEERS:

Now that the Organization-Fréss
Campaign s coming to a close, the
main support of the Militant bas
to be transferred to our pledgera.
Mo revolutionary paper cap ever be
gpelf-sustainiog. The income from
gubascriptions and bundle orders
capuot possibly cover the foll cost
of production. We therefore bhave
to depend on a sabsidy of one kind
or apother,

Up to March of this year the in-
come was all directed through the
natignal officd of the League. All
deflcits of the Millfani were there-
fore covered by the special dooa-
tipus which were =ent (0 the or-
ganization.

This method was found to be a
handicap t¢ the organization, as it
kept the vational office in a con-
stant Bnaocial crigls and therefore
hampered greatly the organization
work. No funds left for field or-
ganizers; no funds for bulletins,
el L.

In March the National Committes

must b sorely tried o eur drought
giricken area.  First months of
scorching lbeat burning up every
growing plant and driving starving
and thirsty cattle mud. Then after
months of prayer by the Taithfual,
gnow and [rost arroved. Many &
preacher must feel lke saylog with
the Negro parsen: “Uh God! Dow’t
make yoursell rldienlous.”
w & =

Another “Splinter”

From Detroit comes the veport:
Filve members of the Lovestone
group bave resigued and made ap-
plication to the Communist Legae

Just another “spliuter”, as Love-
gtome would sS4
P
Duranty and Stalin, “Times"
Correspondents
Ope of the favorile Stallnist

yowls when argument [ails them
gs it always dovs is ~P'rot=ly writes
for the capltalist press”” However,
I have never heard of Trotsky belp-
ing a capitalist press wriler get out
his copy. Duraoty writcs Lo the
s, Y, umes from Moscow. “wtalln
... once struck out from a dispatch
of mine the phrase that he wis the
sinheritor of Lenin's mantle” and
replaced it with the words, "Lenin’s
disciple and the carrice-on of his
work'" If we could conceive of
Lenin correcting sod collaborating
in the dispatches of a bourgeois
correspondent  he  would have
changed it o resd “a dizloyal, ar-
rogant, abuser of power, who 18 uo-
pt for leadership who suppressed
my last message to the party.” The
modest Stalin writes in his own
picture of bimsell Lo be sent out 10
the capitalist world as the view ol
the “impartial” Tinews corTEspon-
ent Dwuranty. And a Stalinist Jdis-
ciple in America says: “Even the
capitalist press is foreed 1o admit
that Stalin is carrying ol Lenin's

work."
" w

Blah! Blah!

An hooest and truthiul picture of
the situation facing the German
proletariat and o truthful picture
of the great dificulties confronting
the workera of the Soviet Union
would serve the interests of the
Amertcan working class and e
workers of the world. Instead of
that a vast stream of blah, biah is
preached by Stalinist lars about
the¢ Boviet Union, In regard to
Germany (he same COUDEE 1z fol-
jowed. Those who preached that
the Hitler danger was past and the
proletarian revolutlon on the ordar
of the day every day since 1929
gre now again oot with the same
old record. What kind of Commu-
plgts are those who reguire ‘ahots
in the arm’' to keep up their cour-
age? Liles to the capitalists nre
gometimes necessary, Lo the work-
ers the truth and nothing bat the
truth serves revolutionary nime.
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HBaseball, Wages and the Eising
Cost of Living

Detroit Auto Workers are expect-
ed to be 8o excited with the saccess
of Mickey Cochrane's Tigers and
the pitching of “Schoolboy” Rowe
that the bosses will be able to go
through thelr pockets while they
are¢ cheering the vlctory of the
tesam.
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Living Costs and Profits Rise

Richberg reports — “Corporate
profits rose from a defclt dgure of
£.0 in the first quarter of 1933 to a
profit figure of 132 In the second
quarter of 10347 and “living ocosts
have gone up slightly faster than
the individunl workers pay.” To
imsure that “hoappy” pletufe Some
other consumption figures could be
given, something like this: “Labor
faker schemes for selling out
gtrikes have incressed from 8.8 to
98.4 during the past year” and T2
gee of tear gns and vomit gas has
ghown an incrense of several thou-
sand percent. The number of killed
and wounded strikers have also
ghown & huge increase” All the
demagogy of the most demagogic
president in years, all the threats
of and persnasive power of a corps
of politiclans and misleaders of 1a-
bor, all the powera of the press
plns tear gas, vomit gas, maching
guns, rifies and bayonets fo say
pothing of police clabs and the
blackjacks of bhired thugs were
needed to send corporate profits
soaring and keep wages behind the
cogt of living. The workers are
learning, the power of demagogy i
subsiding, the decks are belng
cleared for great class battles. The
NHA Las shown Its hand.

—BILL.

decided to separate the income in
an effort {o put each depariment on
a sell-sustalning basis, and bave the
income used for the speclal purpos-
¢ specified by donators.
The Pledge Fund was started as
a help w the Militant.
We got a good response at first
But the response did not keep cOm-
ing so as to enlarge this fund suf-
feiently to take care of the nonavoid-
able weekly deficit of the paper.
We appeal now to all our pledg-
ors to keep their paymenls up rego-
larly.

1f you are behind in your pay-
meuts on the Pledge Fund, send in
ws much as you possibly can ab
opee. The Militant finds itsclf in
a precarious condition at this mo-
ment. We must not wait uotll we
are faced with a crisls and have
to skip ao isspe. The lncome from
the organlzation-press
only bhelped to pay off back debis.

If you cannot pledge & dedinite
gum weekly, send & contribution for
pise Millfant whenever you cab.
Phe followlng are still on our
Pledge Fund list. We need more
Now York Local
Dovwntewn Branch

P King $1.00 monthly
E. Konikow 1.00 monthly
F. Vigtor L0 monthly
Al Splthos 1040 monthly
J. (3. Wrlght .00 monthly
#, Gordon 200 monthly
. Becker 100 monthly
Al Kling ) monthly
# Blocker 50 monthly
[, Glade 1,080 monthly
L., Lewis 1.00 weekly
1y, Morrvis 100 weekly
i Melzon 100 weekly
(2, Tomas 1.00 monthly
J. Weber ) meonthly
Juhn Becker 1.0 monthlp
Newark Branch
Lambert 100 moothly
Huollay 50 monthly
Kotz 100 monthly
Nagy J0 monthly
A Clerk S0 monthly
A Bympathizer i monthly
A Soviul Worker 1.0 monthly
Harlem Branch
1, Smith 200 monthly
Jerry Marsh 1.0 monthly
E. Heescher G50 monthly
Cochrang S monthly
Colay B0 monthly
Bronx Branch
M. Lipshitz 1.00 monthly
8. Eckstudt 1.00 monthly
Bore Park Braoch
A. MeAbs 1.0 monthly
A, Toven 1.00 monthly
Biston Branch
E. Wiener S0 monthly
. Bhechet 50 monthly
W. Hendlerson 50 monthly
J. Chiplowliz 50 monthly

A Friend, Youngstown 200 mouthly
A Miner, W. Va.

. Miller, N. X. C.

City Subway Worker, N.Y.C.

A. Wolfe, New Haven 1.00 menthly
A Tepcher, Bronx

E. 8her, Bronx

CORRECTION

We have becn asked from Eng-
jand to make a correction. In our
issue of July 21, under the Ques-
tion Box heading we listed the pob-
leationy of the International Com-
munist Leagune and smongst them
the Red Flag published in Great
Brilain. While the Red Flag s 15
sued by a group of comrades who
support the principles of the Inter-
national Communists, it 18 not an
official organ. There s mot, at the
present moment, an ofliclal national
gectlon in England of the Interna-
tiona! Communist Leagus, but there
do exlat two groups of revelutlon-
ists functioning in that country,
both of which adhere as sympathiz-
ing organlzations to the Interna-
tional Secrctariat of the LC.L. One
of them lesues the Red Flag.
__ﬂ'
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IN THE TRADE UNIONS

Onion Workers Appeal
Against Terror

(Ed. Note—The following let-
ter by the Agriculturdl Workers
Unlon of Obio, now leading the
geveral month's oldl onion strike
in that distriet, speaks for itself.
1t 15 & living protest ageinst the
conditions of peonage which pre-
vall In that section of the coun-
try., For the first time in years
these ugoderpald agricultural
glaves have risen in thelr might
and by thelr militancy shown
that the lash of bunger produces
the best rebels. Sioce the begio-
ning of the strike, July 20ch,
more than 50 strikers have been
rallroaded to jail on the usoal
trumped up charge of “inclting to
rlot”. Pitched buttles have taken
place between strikers and thuogs.
‘The union leader has been kid-
nnpped and slugged by vighlanies.
But the spirit of the workers is
unbroken, Newspaper reporis
tell of the armed defense of
Odell, president of the union, by
women., ‘The splrit of rebellion
that lies latent in the most down-
trodden wage slaves in this coun-
iry has found a magnificent de-
gnstration in the batile of the
oplon workers of MceGuifey, Oblo.
More power wabd all support o
themm. )
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AN OPEN LETTER TO THE
CITIZENS OF HARDIN COUNTY
Dear Nulgbbor:

On June 20th, in MeGuley, @
group of men, women anid children,
living under the most servile and
fobuman copditions cxisting any-
where in the U, 5., banded together
to increase theln lving standards.
On this date, they were forced to
ps¢ thelr constitutional right of
withholding thelr lubor in order to
wchisve their purpose. They struck
their jobs, the right of all free
men, and began o courageous fght
to ellminate the disgraceful blot of
glave conditlons on tbhe good name
of Hardin County.

What s the fuodamental cause
of the barbaric conditlons that ex-
st here? In the onlon felds the
average worker receives approxi-
mutely $36 for a season’s labor
{based wpon the aversge pay of 10c
per howr, o 10 hour day, 36 day
gegson). Uranted that several
members in the family worked, the
total income could never supply
even the minimuwm buman needs be-
couse oo worker received more
than an avernge wage of 3 per
week during the 3 menths working
segson. A minimum decency level
of existence ks an obvious hnpossi-
bility for these workers, henpee, the
lack of life's esscutials bave caused
a permanent condition of starva-
tion, malneurishment, wnderowr-
ishment, improper bousing, lack of
ganitation, insufficient edocation,
disease, mental derangements, et
—all the sordid socinl evils bred by
pauperism. Hardin County hus one
of the higbest rates of tuberculosis
in the state, unsanitary conditions
are now indicating a possible Ly-
phoid epidemic — these are mere
giraws in the wind of our fertile
bed for dizease. Dlsease ls Do reé-
gpecter of individuals, it attacks
rich and poor alike.

What has been the apswer of the
onion growers, the blg land com-
panies, who are directly responsible
for these Inhuman conditions?
Blindly Ignering the soclal effects
of thelr greed they are doing just
gs the feudal masters of old, using
oppressive and brutal force to Eeep
tholr slaves in serfdom and dark
destitution, They are illegally at-
tempting to use our county machin-
ery—JP's, deputles, gherlff, cours
and other gounty officials in their
{pterests ; actually having the braz-
en affrontery of making the citlzens
of Hardin Co. bear the expense of
forcing the workers back to their
jobs—and lving death. Not satls-
fied with teking hundreds of thous-
ands of dollars profit yearly, these
masters are now seeking 1o use ourt
ecounty funds and officlals to pro-
teet these profits. Over $6,000 to
date has been spent by Hardin
County for special deputles (this
does not include the thousands éx-
pended on court trials, ete.), more
than enough to pay the small wage
inereane demanded by the strikers
for many seasons. Think of the
{rony of paying deputies 1 a day
and expenses to physically foree
the strikers to work for §3 & week!
Think of the disgusting trickery of
compelllog  starving, demoralized
anemployed workers to run the risk
of scabbing, go that these land eom-
panles can continue to pay SLarva-
tion wages. The only answer of
the land owning companies to this
vital problem which affects every
resident of Hardin Co. has been il-
legal methods and brutal foree,
Melther of these angwers will solve
the problem but both will fnevitably
bring on more trouble, dissenslon
and greater hardships for everyone.

How long will this shameful con-
ditlon last? Just so long as it takes
the people of Hardin Co. (If neces-
sary, the state and natlon) to bring
sufclent pressure from all sides
and compel the land owning com-
panies and large onlon growers to
pay wages which will insure decent
living conditions to their workers.
These companles do not benefit our
local community except to the ex-
tent of thelr payroll—the porchas-
ing power of the resident employees.
All excess profits realized by these

companles and growers are depoalt-

e In the large city banks whera
they have thelir central offices. In-
creaged wages will bring increased
purchasing power In our county—
thus benefiting all types of local
buslnesses, increasing lviog stand-
ards, producing bealthier UNviog
eonditions, the only method of rals-
ing the soclal level of our county.
Only through sour belp and im-
mediate action can the fleodlights
of a national scandal be averted.
Insist that all work in the felds
cease and the companles negotiate
with the strikers at opee, Inslst
that the sheriff apd churts are oot
Lo be wsed as agents of the employ-
ers. Demand that the speclal dée
puties be removed., Insist that the
jalled strikers be released. Glve
the atrikers your support and finan-
einl assistance. A victory for the
gtrikers will be = victory for all
Hardin County residents, (ur com-
munity welfare s at stake. Do
your part.
—&ub Committee For Adequate
Living Standards, Agricuitural
Workers Union, MeGulfey, O.

Court Qutlaws Closed
Shop in N.J.

A lower New Jersey court
lgunched another offensive in the
state-wide crusade agalnst trade un-
fonism, Viee chancellor Berry's de-
c¢lgion ontlawing closed shop con-
fracts Is the most reactlonary in a
chain of vielous antl-labor decrees
designed to strip the workers of
their elementary rights and stem
the gtrike tide in the bud, Berry's
action was preceded by a recent
court rollng declaring illegal plck-
eting during a New Jersey furnl-
ture workers' sirlke.

In & suit by unlon leaders against
the Essex Reed und Fibre Co. of
Mewark for violation of a unlon
agreement, the court ruoled closed
shop contracts “against public pol-
fep™.

After a prolonged fight last year,
the bosses submitied to an Agree-
meut which included among others
a minlmum wage scale and a closed
shop elause. The NRA code had
not yet gone into effect. Later, the
code for thiz industry allowed low-
pr wiges than those specified in
the contract. Accordingly, the
hosses cut wages down to the NRA
level but kept a closed shop. The
workers demanded the minimum
wage stipulated in the contract.

In couct, neither uniop lcaders
nor the beascs ralsed the goestlon
of unipn control.

Union leaders are preparing to
appeal the case to & bigher court.
Should the court of Appeals and
Errors uphold Berey's roling, the
closed shop In this state will be
o tlnwied.

The workers' most elementary
rlghts are at stake. Only concerted
mass action will repulse this gov-
ernment assault, The trade noions
must wage a uplied stroggle to
gmazh thess decress.

Painters Strike Ends;
Zausner Collects

Althopgh the Mew York palinters'
strike is mow over, and the settle-
ment is balled ag a great victory
for the painters, it s obvlous, that
the only ones who benefited by this
gtrike—who came out of the airug-
gle with any materlal gains are the
boss-painters, Zuusner and bls Hea-
tenants,

It was evident long before the
gtrike was formally declared that
the gorrupt unlon leaders and the
bosses had the whole thing in the
bag: it had all the spootanelty of
prearrangement. To the District
Counell, under Zausper’s mislead-
ership, the yearly pre-seasonal
girlke has becomé a habit and &
nectssity. The 50 cents o day
work-tax has proved to be a sab-
atantial income for the ZausDer
machine. The politlclan, the gang-
gter and the lackey, who had ter-
rorized, iotimidated and aslugged
the protesting paloteérs, expects to
collect, now that the prearranged
atrlke and the settlement is over and
the tax money starts to roll ioto
the union treasury In earnest, Last
year more than $160,000 was col-
iected and spent Inside of four
months in this way.

Boss-Painters Also Wanted Sirlke

The bosg-paintera In their part
glao were crying for a strike for
months, and they also came out of
it with material gains, They knew
from past experlence with Zausner,
that they do not have to live op to
any paper agreement with the Dis-
trict Copncil. ‘The Master Painters
Association admitted many tlmes
during the strike that they had al-
ways pald the workers below the
geale and worked them longer
hours: violations that were winked
at by the unfon officlals. But while
the price of paloting material
ghowed & slight increase¢ im the
past summer, the contractors, in
order to be justified in giving higher
eatimates for work, had to prévent
the rich landlords and theg reat
real-estate concerns with & per-
formance—with a palnters strike.
That 1s why the plchet lines were
concentrated oo milllonalre's row—
gn Park and Fifth Avenues; to im-
preas the parasites there with boss-
es' impecuniosity and the painters'
Inslstent demands for more pay.

The pettlement, which iz hailed

g8 & great victory by both, Ben
(iolden, executive secretary of the
Heglonal Labor Board, aod Philip
Eanzoer, will send the men back (o
work under the same conditions as
befors the strike: the seven-hour
day and the mnine dollars wage
acale, nelther of which conditlons
were enforced before, and will not
bt enforeed now by the corrapt uno-
lon officlaldom, It will be ap to the
palntars themselves to enforee hese
conditlons.

Here the left wing, the class con-
gelous element of the rank and fle
must tuke the Initiative, o oot eoly
enforcing Job conditions, but alse
in leading the fght ioslde the union
agalost the illegal work-tax for the
ewployed painters and the obnox-
foms twics-a-day reistration for Che
unemployed, which Zausner ex-
pecis to continue throughout ihe
year. But bere we come to this
lamentable situation where the left
wing, thuuks Lo the Btalinist split-
ters, Is i=olated and expelled from
the unlon, und the whole ihing
ot be builc op from (he bottom
QOCE  Imong,

Stalinists Wreek Lefft Wing

When the strike was called fve
weeks ago, the Stalinlsls impetu-
ongly declared, that they did not
pecopnize the 1dstrict Council ; that
all dealings and communlcations
must immediately end and a new
girike center created which was to
be Local 499—the goe loval out of
ihirteen In Stalinist control., But
it §a o everlasting pity thul such
hergle gegtures result in nothing-
neas, ‘This policy was already the-
orefleally o split. But let us sed
who galped sod who lost by such
getfon, the strikers or their mis-
leaders

Mot only d4id the separation of
the militants from the masses make
It difficult for the membership es a
whole to force desired action and
demands upon the officlals and the
bosees, but the balapes of oolon
power lay so entirely with the offi-
cors that seotiment and protest,
plus weak and small orgaulzation
had little chance of winnlng these
esnds. Al cards were heavily
gtacked mgainst the Stalinlsts. A
week later the charter of Loval 449
wis revoked, and their open sup-
poriers io other locals driven oul.
The few individomls who dared to
protest were silenced by Zaosner.
The old lemders were not only cor-
rupt but had caused corruption also
in the membership. Zausner gained
ground. The strike mectings were
gradually driven compactly togeth-
gr and anyone who refused to fol-
low the united strike action under
the leadership of the District Coon-
cil, was trampled under determined,
angry feet.

Is Zausner's Charge True?

The Stalinists were charged by
wansner of forming &8 separale;, a
new unlop—an accusation on which
nobody is guite clear. But it g
most sincerely to be boped that
Louls Welnstock, the eouragecus
leador who has fallen into the Stal-
inlst swomp, would not do such an
gesinine thing as lead his followers
into a dual uolon.

The place to fight the bosses ef-
fectively 1s in a mass organization.
But we must fAght intelligently.
Counrage  wWithout COnationsness
leads to defemts. There is nothing
but gabbulous futility—ihe fotility
that surpasses understanding—in
splitting knowingly with a mass
trade-anion.

The Jefn wing mo<l be réargan-
lzed du  the painters unlon, We
must agvn become Ll ploneers in
blazing the pathway of class strng-
gle In the mass unions, i esr e
ligh wur crgapizationt  strecluarne
upon the feundation rock of Teain-
fsm, aa'nst which Ihe waves -f
falge policies, paweiom aml reaclion
may dash and the wiade of dema-
gogues may blow, qut the hoeus=e
founded on this rock, will not fal
mEnin.

—MEMBER OF BROTHERHOOD

100 Brush Workers
Strike in N.Y.

Last Wedneaday (Aug. 22) about
100 brushmakers in the Hertzberg
gnd Son brush factory went out on
gtrike for unlom recognition and
bigher wages. ‘The wige acale as
eatablished by the NRA was $13.
The sirlke was provoked by the fir-
ing of cne of the active trade union
members. The workers then decid-
&0 to hurl back the challenge of the
tosa and struck solidly.

For a week now the picket lines
have been militant and the fighting

spirit of the young people involved

the working class. Every day now
there has heen mass pleketing
around the shop which ls located
at Tniversity Ploce and 11th Street.
The strikers reallze that what I8 at
stake is the recognition of thelr
unlon which alope can defend any
of thelr economle galns, This sen-
timent 18 clearly expressed at thelr
gtrike meetings, on the picket line
and wherever they gather to dis-
cuss thelr strike.
Plug-Uglies to Break Strike

The employers are using the na-
nal means to attempt to break the
spirlt of the workera and to get
them back to work. They have
hired seabs to fill the places of the
union boye and girls as well as the
cnstomary lineup of tongh-looking
and 111 meaning gangaters who hire
themselves out A8 profesaional

gtrike breakers. The scabs are glw-

is a troe tribute to the abilities of!

en all the protection by private de-
tectives who drive them to and
from the shop in private cars,

#o far the polles bave not ac-
tively intervened, except in arrest-
lng ond of the strikers, Sam Fox,
when he ¢lashed with some of the
scubs, The striker has been re-
leased on o 3200 bond and faces
teinl on the charge of assault,

Every attempt on the part of the
bosses to get the workers back to
work by bribes has been met with
the gencral response: “Call up the
yulon, Deal with us through our
pedon  The Brushmakers Unlon,
Local 16303 of the A, F. of L., de-
clded at its last membership meet-
ing to support the strike fully by
physical and financlal ald.

The workers can g0 back to Uheir
jobs victorlous only if they stick
together and gain the recognition
of thelp union, This they realize
fully and their militant spirit s
pestimony thuat they understand the
meaning of the old axiem: 1o unlon
there 1 sirength,

—BRUSH WORHER.

-

Shovel Workers Rebel
In West Virginia

..Parkershurg, W. Va.—On July
o), Federal Labor Unlon 18,658
siruck the Ames-Baldwin Wyoming
ghovel plant here, ‘The maln pur-
posie of the strike was to force the
compuny (o deal with unlon repre-
gentatives as prescribed by sectlon
Tn of the NRA, as well a8 Lo gnar-
antee senlority rights to its employ-
s,

"Law and Order” Terror

Until the state police arrived, the
plekeis  were keeping the plant
closml without any disorder. Nev-
ertheless, Guvernor Kump, through
hisz subordinates, called out the
gtate pollee to restors “law and or-
der’, and to “protect the publics
welfarg”. Such prelenses are ofm-
mon to all our public offelais (from
the President oo down), The
ghootlng and beating of workers,
and the terrorizing of the inhabl-
tants of the South Side, did not
servie very well to malntain peace,
put these tactics were good for
sirike-breaking, anyway. Such al-
roclties soon proved to the workers
for what purpose the West Vieginia
state Police had been organised—
namely, for sirlke-breaking and no
oiher. ‘These legal assassios would,
without provoeation from anyooe,
bl tear gas bombs into the plekef
ling, and iote nearby restaurants
wheres workeras were eongregnbed.
AMaking sorties into the picket line,
the police would ferociously swing
thefr rlot sticks, and kEnock down
bystanders as well 08 pickets. These
armed thugs shot a bystander, Mr.
WM. W. McMullen, and deliberately,
without any cause, ¢lubbed and beat
to the ground, A. K. Bummers, the
nnlon’s preaident. Such brotal and
helnoue methods were adopled for
the sole purpose of breaking the
flghting spirit and smothering the
militaney of the plckets,

Bosses Investigate Themselves

Kump's representative from the
Iepartment of Poblie SBafety, sent
to investigate the shooting of Me-
Mullen, forgot to interview the
wounded man, or any of the wit-
nesaes Lo the shooting, or the man
who conveyed Mr, MeMuollen to the
hospital. The state Investigator
claimed that the state police were
innecent on the basis that the
wound wus too small to be done by
a callbre of gun used by the stabe
police.  However, this Investiga-
tor for the bosses had never seen
the wound, mor had he consulted
the doctor as to the sxtent or dim-
enslon of the injury. In every way,
in fact, the Governor and the atate
representatives  clearly  revealed
that they were on the bosses' side,
and that they were out to break
the strike even if they had to kill
the unlon's president and a couple
of pleketa to do It

Like the Government, the local
newspapers pitched their tenis in
the beases’ camp. As & resuolt, the
Parkersburg locals are editing a
paper all thelr own, called the
Wood County Labor News.

A Ruse Is Spiked

President Hatte of Ames-Bald-
win Wyomling Co. tried to use the
Nationnl Labor Relations Board to
trick the workers into calling off
the strike, Harte wrote o letter
to the MN.I.R.EB., stating his position
on the strike. He hoped that the
workers would think this letber was
an offer to the union for & =settle-
mietit, The union memberz, how-
cver, wisely wvoted against termin-
ating the strike on the basis of
Harte's letter, statinmg “it 1 only
a letter”, and “not s speclfic con-
tract”. The letter, by the way, did
not even mention the union, nor
did it offer unlon recognition or
seniority rights.

Fedoral Labor Unlon No, 18858
presented mountalng of evidence to
the Federal Labor Relatlons Board
{enforcement sectlon of the NHAY,
proving that the Ames-Baldwin
Wyoming agenots had coerced the
employess to vote for a company
union. However, the unlon can ex-
peect little help from thess people,
nrnless the unlon, first, by the foree
of the strike weapon hbrings the
bosses to thelr knees, In that case,
the NRA 13 soperfluous. The Fed-
eral governments reated the NRA
to turn labor discontent into peace-
fol chanoels, and elther to prevent
strikes or to keep strikes within
limits harmless to the bosses, The
workers, by relying on the commit-
tees and Investlgators of the NHA,
can never attaln better working
conditions,

Roosevelt organieed the NRA to

MARCH OF
EVENTS

The United Front and the Delense
of Trolsky

The burnplng guestion in  those
counteles of Europe not yet upder
the iron heel of fasclsm, is the unit-
ed frout of the proletariat against
fescismn and Imperialist war. The
establishment of that uweited front
of mll working clags pactiea and or-
gunizations willing to fght in this
gtrugele, without discrimination,
although not soficlent, is neverthe-
less u preliminary and absolutely
esgential condition for the defeat
of reaction, The fate of Fraoce lo
this connegtion, the ability of the
French workers to strike unitedly
and declsively at the fascist forces,
will declde immedintely the fate of
Belglum, Holland, Spain and Eng-
land. Fescism (rivmphant io France
would mean that Huropean clviliza-
tion will ke thrown back into the
Durk Ages with all ifs barbarlsm.
It iz the realization of this that
causes the masses to exert an lrre-
zlatible pressure on the bureaucra-
cles of the parties of the HSecopd
and Third Internationals for unity
in the struggle. The workers are
compelliog action.

The first task posed for sach a
united frout is the defense of all
the victims of fascism and the re-
petionnry bourgeolsie, the defense of
the working class fghters against
fascizin, Mecessarily then the goes-
tlon of defending Trotsky poses it-
self for inclusion in such & Pprogram.
The Htalinisls canoot evads this
izssue, they are belog pushed to the
wall and foresd to declare whether
Trotsky g the vietlm of the attack
of the Freoch reactionury boorgeol-
gle or not.

. @

The United Froot in Belgiom

In every couniry the best fghters
ecoe from the youth movement.
Thos in Helgium the youth com-
rades show themselves the most ad-
vanced, the most seripus aopd will-
ing to learn, DReceotly the Soclal-
it Young Guard (the Y.P.8.L.) of
Ltensgels iovited the Stalinist youth
and the Holshevik-Leninlst youth to
gend representatives to debate the
question of a united front for the
defence of Prolsky. Naturally we
presented the positlon that io case
of the sweeeplance of a united front
for the defense of the vietims of
fascist repression, the Scclallst
Young Guard sbould by no means
vopecde anything to the speclal in-
terests of Stalinlsm, but sbould
demand the incleslon of Trotaky in
the liat of those to be defended. VWa
added bowever, that naterally o
cape of u struggle against fasclam
which poses other questions too,
such ns the fight agalost decree
laws and arblirary government
power, we do not lay down any ul-
timatum that we refuse to join the
united front unless the defense of
Trotsky is included. The Stalinist
apeaker evaded the entire lssue by
presenting  the Stallnlst program
and sttacking Trotaky, The reac-
tlom of the Young Guard showed
that the Stalinists had failed uiter-
Iy to carry coovictlon. This was
demongtrated later in the accept-
ance in principle by the M. . of the
aocialist youth of the offer for the
united front by the Stalinist youtn.
The sociallsts, after accepting the
task of defending Theelmano,
wrote: “We belleve also that the
defense of a militant like Trotsky
s equally necessary and that we
ghould place ourselves in the camp
opposed to that of the French bour-
geolsie. We think we shomld de-
fend all the militant yletims of in-
ternational reaetion, without dis-
tipction as to tendency.” ‘The Btal-
inists tried to minimize the entlre
Izgue of Trotsky but the soclallst
youth have thus far stuck to their
guns and oot permitted themeelves
to be put off,

The Moveoveni Begine Hers

All too slowly a campalgo s
getting under way for the defense
of Trotsky bere, Without comment
we print the followlog letter aent
to us by John Brooks Wheel-
wright. He writes: "A man far
groater than Julius Caesar is o
danger of being murdered. A man
whose accomplishments are eqoiva-
lent to those of Calvin, Cromwell
and Clarendon, or of a Housseau,
who directed the course of Hevolu-
tion wrote its bistory and worked
to unde the work of Bonaparie and
the Dynasts,=—Leon Trotsky s im
danger! Althe I doubt the wisdom
of forming a <4th International, I
beg you to bring the infuence of
your paper to bear npon Lhe neces-
slty of forming a United Front to
defend the life and liberty of Leon
Trotsky, whose security Involves
the future well-being of millions,
and who worthily cccuples the post
of champion of elvillzation against
bharbarlem. An ageé ao rlich in event
and poor in character as ours could
ill aford his loss” Comrade
Wheelwrlght 1s right. The defense
of comrade Trotsky is the task of
evory revolufionary worker and in-
tellectunl. —JACK WEBER.

Induce the workers to resort to the
governmental boards for help, so
that these sume workers would less
afflclently use the power of thelr
own unlong, and less willingly use
their strike weapon agalost the
bosses, And only by the might of
thelr own labor organizations will
the workers bring thelr employers

to terma, — N,



