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QUESTION BOX

GERALD DAVIS, Philadelphin.—-I hope that as a
result of this sxperlence it becowes fized in your
miod that when o contradiction exists belwesn what
Lenin sald nod what a Hialinist says, you can be
sure that there s something wrong with the state
ment of the latter. If, as your friend states, Lenin
sakd . something to the French comeades about bulild-
ing “Hed” unlons, you cun be sure that he spoke to
them in the spirit of his “Left-Wing Communlsm'
und not & o Stalin.

Io the first place it {8 correct that the Hed Inter-
pativoal of Labor Unlons was formed during Lenin's
thme: or to be more exact, in July, 1820, (Im 1921
the Constitution of the RIL.U. was published fo
English by the American Labor Union Educationasl
Hoclety.) What your Stalinist friend lmplles, how-
ever, Ia that the H.IL.U. was intended as the inter-
pational center of the variows national “T.0.U.L.8".
Nothing conld be fgriheér from the troth. The R.I
Lall, was Iotended as the intermational center of
revolutlonary unbons, It s troe, but unions made
revolutionary by the communists expunding and cap-
turlng the existing organfzation, and oot by creating
“paper” opes, To prove this stotement we wlll call
upon vomne other than Lozovsky hlmaelf,

Reporting uwpon the internatlonal couneil of trade
aond Industrial nolons of June, 1920, which lobd the
basls for the H.II.UL, he states: “The gqoestlon that
raised most discussion woas that of the tactics of the
Communist revolutlonary elements within the trade
unlon moevement In connectlon wlth the old mass
unlens. The question was: Showid the old unions be
split or captured? . . . To leave the unions and o
st up small Independent uniona fa an evidence of
weakness, It 1s m polley of despair, and, more than
that, it shows lack of faith lo the working cluss,
(abhem) One must choose betwesn two positlons, el-
ther the soienl revolution s lnevitable, that the work-
log class lu pressing loward the overthrow of capltal-
fmmg, ol the trade unlons, however resctionary they
muy be at present, will change thelr character under
the lnHoence of the revolutionary masi—or the soclal
revilution ks & matter of the distant future—In that
case no unions, bowever revolutionary their pro-
grammes muy be, will be of much use . . . That the
conference ook up the correct point of view i3 proved
by the Second Congress of the Third International
which sharply opposed the tactles of leaving the un-
fgos, The motio put forward by the Communist
International, and which s our motto ls: NOT THE
DESTRUCTION BUT TILE CONQUEST OF THE
TRADE UNIONE, (Emphuasls o original.)

"It may have been possible on other guestions to
compromise in order to secore agresment, BUT ON
THIS CARDINAL QUESTION NO COMPROMISE
WAB POSSIBLE . . . nelther the Communist Inter-
natlonal nor the TRADE UNION ORGANIZATIONS
(emphasis ours) afillated to 0 conld pot forward
gny other motto, Because for the revolutionary ele-
ments to leave the oaolons would mean playiog loto
Leglen's and Gomper's band., . . " [(A. Lozovaky,
“The International Councll of Trade aod Indostelal
Unlonz", pp. 37 to 39). You will find this forther
substantiated In aoother pamphiet by Lozoveky,
“What §s the Red International of Labor Unfons?”
published by the H.LL.1J. in 1927,

Now as to the conténtion that the present “red”
unlona were formed primarily to organize the unor-
ganized. This argoment cannct stand wp elther In
the face of an analysls of such a position or in the
fuce of the facts as stated in the official Party docu-
ments or as the matter actually developed o 1ECe,

Point 1. The theoretical baszls for the new unlons
(Tth MNaotional Convention of the CP.US.A., 1830)
was that the A. F. of L. is “ountright fascist™ and
since g fascist organizatlon iz only 6t to be desteoyed,
“poly po the bhasis of the Trade Unlon Unity League
will the Party be able to assome the leadership of

o « eeonemie atroggles.”

Polut 2. If the new unlons were formed primarily
to organize the unerganized, it would be reasonable
to expect that the new uniovs would be formed only
where none with a mass base existed. The Stalinista,
bowever, split the Workmen's Circle and founded the
LW.0, : aplit the Amalgoimated Fowd Workers' Unlon
and formed the Fowd Workers' Indostrial Unlon;
the Natlonnl Miners Unlonm was maintaiped inm the
face of the mass LAV, of A.; and the Needle
Trades Workers' Industrial Unlon exista alongside
the mass IL.GW.U. Those cases which are not
mentioned would only farther destroy the Htallnlsts
conteéntlon,

Polnt 3, which concerpa the €, I.'s positlon prlor
to the Inception of the T.U LU L. requires falrly leng-
thy gquotatlons which will be given in order that the
matter can be cleared up once apd for all, and so
that no accosations can be levelled against us thoat
wi make use of hastily soatched gootationms. Slnce
other guestlonera are pressing for apswers, lack of
space requires that this be—CONTINUELD NEXT
WEEK.,

L] L] L]

COMBADE H. M. K., Philadeiphla—TUnfortonately,
#loee they are out of print, or thelr publishers out
of busipness, there is no record of all the versions, ln
Engligh, of Lenlp's “Left-Wing Communlsm’™ A
check-up at the N. Y. Public Library shows that the
only copy on fle a8 a French translation.

However, there j@ handy, In addition to the ooe
recently poblisbed by the Internativonl Publlshers
an editlon entitled “Left Wing Communlsim, An In-
fantlle IMsorder”, published by the Marxilan Educa-
tlonal Hoclety, 1921; and an edition entitled “The
Infantlle Blckness of ‘Leftlsm’ in Communiam', pab-
lshed by the Contemporary Publishing Assoclation
in 1820, The latter trapslation appeared simultao-
eously with the first Hussian, French aod (German
editions.

A comparison of the 1820 “Infaotile Sickness"
copy with the latest International Publishers pualbli-
cation Indleates that, as far as can be judged by the
varlons subject beadiogs, the (ext covered by both
Is the same, Both cditions have o thelr appendiz
Lenin's correspopdence with the Duteh Communlst
Party, an article about Turattl in ltaly, ete.  Except
for some typographleal errora It will probably be
difficglt to show why the 1920 editlon i3 “inade-
quate”,

However, the Stalinlsts will bear watching. They
are making a turn io thelr frade wnlon policy and a
slight distortlon of a sentence or the addition of a
word, partloalarly In that part of Lenin's work which
deals with work in the reactlonary unions, might
belp them In thelr olly mancuvres, especially sinee
it is this chapter which stonds as 4 coudemopation
of their whole policy.

LEFT 8. P. fte, N. ¥.—Because of lack of space, our
answer to the Boston Yipsel of August 4 did not go
completely Into the question ralsed which may ac-
count for the Impression you got. It was never io-
tended to convey the ldea that the guestlon of pro-
letarlan power might be settled by the ballot box
even under cértain clreomstances. No! The ques-
tlon of power will e declded by the dynamics of the
class struggle of which election® are, at beat, but a
erude baromaeter,

You will find an answer to Kautsky's “Terrorlsm
va. Demotracy” In Trotsky's pamphlet “Dictatorship
v, Democracy"”™ which was written as a reply
Eautaky.
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POLITICAL CHANGES IN MEXICO

There is & rumor in Mexico that
the governing Natiopnal Revolutlon-
ary Party is In the midst of serfous
internal trouble, that may lead to
B split,

On the one side, according to
this rumor are the supporters of
the pewly-formed fasclet organlza-
tlons : the brown shirted "Mexican
BRevolutionary Assoclation and ibhe
green-shirted “Pro-race Commii-
{51 i Supposedly directing this
group s the present president lo
office, A. Hodrigues.

On the other side are those ele-
ments of the rullpg class who sea
in these groupa a peril, and who
think thar the democratlc ways of
ruling the masses are still  good

enough.
Rumars of Split

Mexleo s a land of rumore, ‘Che
large illiterate population, the thmid
pewspapers (even from a bourgeois
point of view), the general wpset-
gl pinie of affalrs causes this
conditlon. Even the lowest peon
bas a [riend, or & friend of a friend,
in the large governmential buresaa-
crmey who will tell him “confiden-
tlally™ all sorts of fantastic storles.
This rumor, bowever, bas gronods
for bellef.

The warious [asclst organizations
buve been experlencing  some
Erowih lately. U'be waual collectlon
of social #ith, the refuse of life,
bos een focking ioto these organ-
lzatlons: Ex-governmental officlals,
nuemployed genersls, colonels, cap-
fnins and leutenunis (and Mexlco
with its 23 wvears of revolution swd
counter-revolution ls more popalat.
el with men wearing, or eotitled
te wenr, epaulets than [t la with
doctors) 3 petty-bourgeols alarmed
at Jewlsh aod Chinese competltion ;
ex-londovwners whoe dream of the
glorlons days of peonage under
Portivle IMaz; ambitious students;
lackeys of the lmperlalist groups
whao are getting the worst of the
serumble wlth Amerlcan Anapes-
capital; and the ugsual lot of de
generated proletarians recruoited at
the nearest cantling aopd nstrocted
ut the given sigoal to shout “Vive
Mexleo”, “Mueren Los Comunistas’
and “Abaje log Judies y Chinos"—
for the priee of & brown cotten
shirt aod a half litro of Tequila,

Above all, Catholles are eotering
these fasclst organlzations in large
nymbers and becoming the ehlef
apd most militant elementa o all
the demonstrations.

Composed of such elements, these
groups are o deapger to the Calles
faction which Is In power and
wWhich represents American Imper-
falism In alllapce with the large
natlve capitallsi=. The latter,
which gained ita standing in the
struggle with the feadal and cleri-
cal elements, as well as the former,
have everytblog to fear from theae
fusclst organlzations, made wup of

reactionary, elerleal, feudal ele-
meénts and those [mperiallsts
who=e loterests clush with Wall
Street's.

For fsts, for mass sapport, the
Calles group depends upon the peas-
anta who were given a few heg-
tures of lapd, amd very liberel
promizes—for the fulore of course,
and on the proletariat, whose sap-
port was galoed because of fear of
loss of the soclal reforms won dor-
ing the revolution (Article 23 of
the Constitution aod the Labor
Lawa).

These fascist organlzations, be-
ing liberaly sopplied with funds
from German, French, Spanish,
Catholie, and o all probabliity
British =sources, elements high up
in the government bave enrolled in
them,

This trivial fact may lostrate
thiz. The Depariment of War, ro-
mor has It advised all [oot-loose
officera to joln these moveméents. It
also gave ita band to the fascists
to e used At an entertaloment of
the brown shirts at the Bull Ring,
A fow days ago Calles came o the
capital, it ls sald to personally
lguidate these organlzations. Upon
bis arrival the army bamd was
withdrawn,

The main step that lends cred-
ence to these reports 18 the mothon
passed July 28 by the Central Com-
mittee of the Natlonal Hevolutlon-
ary Party, expelling anybody from
ita ranks who jolos any organizs-
tion of o politiesl type—a move
directed against the sbhirted ones,

Analogy with HKerensky

The Calles Party In Mexico s
buflt upon many elements and
clapsen similar to the Soclal Havo-
lutionary Party of Husals in
1817 or the Kuo Min Tang of China
was In 1927. These elements (sup-
porting one of the Imperialist fac-
tions, of course) attempt to “unlte™
the natlon, and to suppress the
claza struggle in the ilntarests of
A& “national” task., In HRussia it
was to earry the war to & soeoess-
ful conpclusion, In China It was to
“drive the imperialists out”. In
Mexleo It Is  to  liguidate the
clergy and the foudal elements.

There i3 another analogy. All
these pariles appear In the perlod
between the downfall of the politl-
cal government of the ualtra-reac-
tlpn (the overturn of the dynisty ln
China, the March HRevolotion in
Russla and the overthrow of the
Czar, and revolution against Por-
firlo Dimz In 1910 In Mexico) and
the victory of the proletarian rev-
olutlon, supported by the poor pea-
gantry.

In this period Eerensky appeared
in Russla and Callea in  Mexieo.
The dutation of this pericd depends

to|on the speclfie conditlons In each

country mod the relatlonship of

[The Significance of the Impending
Crisis in the Government Party

clags forces. Iu Hussla this stage
lasted but several months, o Alex-
leo years,  HBasing ltself generslly
upon the petty-bourgecisic they
represent the vacillation of this
clags which hopes to complete the
Dpurgeois revolulion without hav-
ing recourse te the proletariat,. A
tagk of suech magnitude ls bevood
the possibility of ooy ciass in wod-
ern  society but the proletarciat,
dpeaking concretely of Mexico the
«oily class that caw  abolish  the
clergy, give land o the peagants on
elther an fudividual or collective
basis, and free the land of §mpser-
lglizm is the proletariat orgoaized
i ity vwn class ferm, the dictator-
ahlp of the proleturiat.

The petiy bourgeoisle and  the
upper reaches of the peasancry bope
to aveld this by threwing tleir
suprart  Behiod Colles, He  will
prove @ broken reed to them,

Stalinlsm aml Leninizm

There is yet apsther sunlugy that

beiween Hiulinism and Leninizm is
of greatl importance,  In the folloew-
Ing we uvaterally exclude Huzsis.
In bath Chinag and Mexbeo the
working clazs sl [ts parly was
harnessed to the chuariot of the
beurgeelsie by the Stullolsts.  Just
ax Chlung Kal Shek wias bhallsd as
ilberator of the Chinese {rom im-
perialism so was Calles, The mass-
ed wire instrocted to boild an o
will of defense avound Calles by
the Stalinlsts, These ave the re-
guits of the thevry of “the deme-
cratle dictatorship of the proletor-
lut and peasantey.

But “partles” buollt vpen so0 many
clagses, antagonistle ¢lazdes more-
over, arée bol partles. They =plit
apart into warrimg parties, each
party with Its own olass, In tiomae
of erlsks.  Im 1817 the Soclal Reve-
Intlonarles aplit inte a pro-Koeren-
gky pro-war wing, and fnto o left

o| pro-Soviet wing, Hroadly speakiog

this separation divided the peas
antry from the big bourgecisie, The
Kuo Min Tang ln 1827 aplit loto
two groupa: & left and right Kuo
Min Tang, The same will toke
place in Mexico, The seemingly
powerful MNatlonal Revolutionary
Party will collapse In moments of

from the viewpolut of the struggle |

dy left gide., The Communist move-
iment e Mexico most push  Chis
forward.

The uulty of these above men-
tiomed parties s ooly “secare” be-
cuuse of o loll ju the struggle of
Lhus gclas=es.  Where the class sirug-
Bl is given free play aod even eo-
conraged, as was the case o Rus-
slg, these parties last only a few
days. In Chinn where the class!
strvuggle Betwesn the workers mpd
pulive capitulists was  suppressed
by all the strepgth that Stwlin hd,
the Rue Min Teang malotalosd an
appesgrance of unity from 1924 to
1925, Apuin the turn in the events
ul 1885, L =Lunning defeal given
toe proletarint bus kept the Chingse
Lbads Inovemepl [rom  feapped ring.
The major difieulties Lor Chinpg

[been  dormsupt  sibee

great stress, from the right as well ' pressure of the I::"HIJI siruggle, the

bl Sbek awd the bourgeolshe sup-
purling him pow is from the right.

The working cluss of Mexico has
1927, The
mber of strikes, swd thelr mili- JI
tapcy huve been decreasing. The
pprufion movenent svtthes below
il swrfuwee, appearivg  ooly o
vightly expeditions of ithe white
guards of the laml owoers who at-
Lebibphl Lo oo Che sBlee lo pedsiil
leaders—uor hus degeserated s far
ws plewding ou thee part of peasants
Biefure the agravinn conpmitbess of
the Natlooal Hevolutlenaey Party,

Uinder soch conditions of com-
parative pesce in (he class strogele
thee MNutiowal Revolullowary Party
s et wble te maintain unity ore
whal appears te e unlty.

Labor on New Upswing

Speaklug ot least from the point
of view of the workiog class, there
are sigos thuat (his peaceful perlod
ks drawing te o clese, ‘The nomber
of stvikes and their militaney is lo-
crensing, due to the same economic-
preliticul conditlons that work for
the  jpercase of the number of
strikes Ig the 1. 8 The leadership
af the aolon movement has beoun
forced by pressore from the work-
ers to at least tulk radically.

And the peisants are not satis-
fisil, Tl [nereasing activity of the
urbun workers will withoot doeubt
wwrken the closs struggle In the
vl g,

With the greater and greater

& MNatlonal Revolutlonary Party wilil
collapse Ioto distinet groups: the
knlak peasants, the large laodown-
ers, Che pative iodustrialists, the
commercinl grand and small capi-
talists, the artiguns, the imperlal-
HE B

The poor peasants and the prole-
tariat will be thrown into space to
evulve toward the Internationslist-
Communisis at = rate of speed
which partly will déepend upon the
eiciency of the work of the Mexi-
cuu Leagoe.

New Siage Approaching

We may wltoess one act of the
drama very sbortly. Elements who
alfick the Nationunl Revolutionary
FPurty from the slde of the right
may find themselves uncomfortable,
Members and groups may be ax-
pelled.  Calles may defend demo-
cracy. They can permit themselvis
thil= luxury becausé of the ioactive
ailitude of Lhe muass.

But with ncressed movement of
the workers and peasants, many
of the sections and individuals oow
supporting Calles may fiod them-
selves tukiog up the arms they are
forcing the fasclats to drvop now.
Calles may make friends with his
present epemies, But reoewed oey-
ulutlonary activity on the part of
the masses does oot mean that the
upper classés will solidify them-
siélves but will probably result in
furtber dizintegration of the bloc
that Calles has poder control now
into w left socinl democratic sec-
thon and & right fasclst ove. Em-
bryes of this division are (o be
sewi al present.

All thisx pluces a very delicafe
task upon the vaoguard of the pro-
letariut, the L.C.1. of Mexlco—to
fight against our epemy awd the
covuy ; Lo Hght agaiost the fasclsts
while tralning the workera to have
fuith only In themselves; o thelr
own arims, their owo governument ;
the dictatorship of the proletaciat;
thisir own party aond thelr owo lo-
termational ; aml to teach the muss-
5 that Calles aml the <¢less he
represents  can  nelther  lguldate
the reaction, nor abolish fanaticlem,
wor give land Lo the peasants, nor
bring sociallsm. The masses, led
by the proletariat, are the ooly
opes (hal can do this,

The solution of this problem In
i proletarian manmer depends upon
the rapidity with which a real Comn-
munist Party can be bollt in Mex-
Ileo apd that miserable carleature
that now bears that name ¥ eradl-
cated politically, —i. [,
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The Crisis in the Socialist Party

{This s the second of 0 series
of articles on the problems fac-
Ing the members of the Socialist
party.—Ed.)

IL.

Even among the more advanced
miiltant workers In the sHoclalist
party the Detrolt declaration of
principles la halled as a revoelulion-
ary document, ‘Thelr enthusinsm
I8 helghtened on the one hand by
the atiacks on the right wing, on
the other, by the absence of 4 genu-
inely revolutionary eriticism of the
document  within  the Soclallst
party.

Burely, we are told, a document
whichk opposes the “bogus democra-
¢y of capbtalist parliamentarinn-
1sm" and calls for Qts replacement
by "workers' democracy™ i3 a mev-
clutionsary one, The Old Guard
Eives ald to this interpretatbon by
howling : communism,

What does “bogus democracy™
mean? Kantoruvilch agoaln comes
to our asslgtanee: . . real demo-
criey I8 incompatible with capiial-
lem. Real democracy will only be
made possible by the abolltien of
clags divisions in socwsv.” (“The
Hoclalist  Party &t the Cross
Roade"). What Hoclalist wounld
not glve lip-service to such a state-
ment? One con fod the same view
expressed  In Hillguit's  “From
Marz to Lenin™; bot did this owake
Hillguit 2 vevolatlon.st?

Kantorovitch goes no  forther
than generi! remarks oa the ques-
tlon of sociallam and demotracy.
And for good weason! For only
yesterday when the old “Militants™
group showed the changed charae-
ter of democracy since the World
War and stuted that the partles of
the Labor and Salalist Internation-
al “have made a fetlsh of democra-
ey”  EKantorovitch replled: “But
Comrade SBhaplro and the Milltants
never seem to have thought that
thelr anti-demecratic propaganda
must ke very weleome to capltallsm,
It iz a strange case of class colla-
boration.”  (American  Soclalist
Quarterly, Aprcll, 1832, page <0).
No less!

Mow the Old Guard repeats the
argument of Kantoroviteh — by
guoting bis past statementa! The
phrase “bogus democracy” plays
into the hands of the reactioparies,
they shout. However, if Kantoro-
vitch'a recent Interpretation of the
phrase were put ioto the declars-
tion of principles, Oneal and Les
would find lttle to disagree with.
In & word, the phrase is vused ao
as Lo appear near-Communist and
wat Hoclalist ; to satlafy the Thom-
asites and the militant workers. On
the fundamental questlon of demo-
cracy and soclallam the declaration
iz not in irreconcilible confict with
the posaition of the 0ld Guard,
Does the declaration of principles

fare any better with ita statement

“Bogus” Democracy

of “workers” democracy''?

This bas been discussed at some
length in previous issues of the
Milltant. Hut let us cxamine Kan-
torovitch’s wtterances on the ques-
thon. “A workers' democracy 08 the
term g used io the declaration of
principles mesns a démocricy
where [ranchize 18 based on wselfal
serviee o soclety, and mothing
else,” 1t Includes both the transi-
tion period and the final goal (so-
cialism ), according to Hantoroe-
viteh, "but In the declaration of
privciples it applies (o the Anal
goul.” (p. 16)

What an explanation? In the
first place, it is obvious that the
declaration formulae is intendional-
ly vagoe, 4o as to anite the largest,
even Wl conficting, forces behind it
aid permit the left wing Soclalist
te think that the 3, P, s for the
dictutorahip of the proletariat!
Does not the “Milltant Program"
of Kantoroviteh state thet both
term=  are syponemous? Op the
other hand, has not Thomas repeat-
edly seated that workers® democra-
ey Iz mot the dictatorship of the
proletmrint ¥

But Kantoroviteh goes forther:
in the declarstion the term “work-
ers’ democraey” refers only (o the
final goal. "Which means that it
takes no positiocn—that 18 no posl-
tive posttion—on the all Ilmportant
problem of the transitlon period bee-
tween capitallst role aod sociallsm !
ingtend of the declaration reading:
“workers' demogracy, that is so-
clalism™ so as to make the fall
menning olear, the latter phrase ls
omitted, thereby giving the impres-

slon of supporting something revo-
lutionary !  Con one jmagine any
greater decaption than this appar-
ently imnocent phrase!

The So-Called Minority Revolutien

Many Hoclalistzs may be ready to
grant that the declaration of prloc-
iples a8 o whole §s vague. But
they are convinged that it i un-
wquivoenlly revelutionary where (b
proclalms that if the capltalist ays-
tem eollapses in a general chaos
apd confonsicn, the Soclallst party.
“whether or not in such cases it is
a mijorlty will not shrink from the
responslbility of organizing and
maintaining a government under
the workers' role®,

According to Kantoroviteh: "No
communist, however, would suab-
geribe o the above paragraphs™;
and so6 as to make it clear that he
im anti-communist he states that
"“The declaratlon of peinciples doss
oot call for Insurrectbion and wlo-
tence.” Then how Is  this “non-
majority™ revolution to be at-
tained?¥ What does it look ke In
real Hife?

To this Kantorovitch responds
triumphantly : Look at Germany

Democratic voting was impossible
because of the capdtalist collapse;
s0 the Social Demotracy assumed
power., Space dees not permit o de-
tafled examination of this prattle,
i fow words are however In place.

1. Kantorovitch's conception of
“majority” is a parliamentary, bal-
lot box, view, Revolutlons have o
far more realistle view of “major-
ity”. In a period of economic and
political chaos the oplofons of the
majority are reflected In the work-
ers’ orgunizations aod their lead-
ership.

2. Io Germany and Austria the
Hopclal Democracy came inlo power
on the tide of the revolutionary
wave, In Germany, the develop-
ment of strikes, the revolt of (he
Kiel soldlera for which the reve-
Intionary Soclallsta are partly re-
spousible, lead to the organiztion
of Soviets, The Majority (right
wing) Sovial Democracy bad con-
trol over the workers n the trade
pnions and soviets., After they
were forced to proclaim the Repub-
lic they did oot destroy the old
army leadership, its repctionary
generals and officers, bul rFather
used them against the revolutionary
workersa., Violence agalnst the most
reactionary supporters of capltal-
ism was avolded by the Hoclal De-
mecrney only to bave these forces
used wagainst the revolutlopary
workers. Io o word, a truly So-
clalist working class revolution
was frustrated and cooverted Into
# eapltalist connter-revolution, Ino
Aunzirle the same soclal process was
less violent.

But what hes the Declaration of
Principles, or Kantorovitch o his
analysis of it, to =ay about the
leasons of these evemts?  Is vlo-
lence against the aetive counter-
revolutlon to be avoided? I8 the
capitalist state apparatus o e de
stroyed? What Is golng to be the
basis of “workers' rule™ if the par-
liamentary system collapses? A
new syatem or sovieta? The declar-
ation of principles or Kantorovitch
in his learned explanations of i,
not only does not answer these
fundamental problems, hut doea not
even recognize thelr cxlstence!

b) But what relevance has the
post-World War collapse of capital-
lsm, except as a theoretical possl-
bility, to do with powerful imper-
iallst America? Here the forces of
reactlon are strong; the petty boor-
geolsie numerically large, Partlen-
farly In a deep-going soclal crisis
one or another form of open dicta-
torship I8 to be expected. The
threat of Fasclam will appear as an
immediate menace. Can a revolo-
tinnary workers® party at soch a
time take power without vlolence,
without insurrection? To base a
pracifcal program of actlon om such
an eventuality I8 to sabatitute the
platonie wish for the sordid reality.
More, it blinds the working clasa
g0 pa to make it unable to see the
real dangers and prepare for them.
It {8 such a program of “theoreti-
ecally possible” roads to sociallsm
which I8 at the bottom of the cen-
trist theory of a united party—
that 1z unity with the reformists,

pod Aunsiria In the perled immedi-
ately following the World War!

whose opportunist class collabora-
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INTEERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY AND THE
STALINISTS

The following Dyeident should serve to illustrate
to what abysmul depths the Htalipist conception of
internutional solidarity has supk. In cases where
the hand of reaction reaches oot and selzes a fAghter
for the proletariat one wonld expect that every see-
thow of the labor movement, irrespective of other
political differences, would unlie to wrest the victlm
fromy the enemy. Not so with the Stallnists.  Unless
they have a private copcern in the cose they waal
their hauds of 18 becouse they have “ioterests separ-
ate and apart from those of the working clasa™.

Thia la illustrated in thelr criminal peglect of
Torgler, who was reported to bove had differences
with them, up eill the time rumors of his death were
heard, ‘Then the Soelinlsts sald: “Now that Torgler
Is dend let us redouble the dght for Thaelmano,'

The instunee at band is ao interview betwesn Gode-
froy. the secretory of the Belgian Young Boclallsts
which numbers sone 35000 membera had with Kos-
anrey, the secretary of the Young Communlst Inter-
matlomal. Rossarov was asked why the Young Com-
munksts of Belgiom (53 memberg) had refused &
united fromt proposal made by it for the porpose of
defending the 4 German yvouths arrested by the Duoteh
pollee durlug the Internafional Yoeuth Conference
aod deported bock to Hitler Gecmany, Kosddpey e
plied thot they “hod no tUme fo woste defending
Trotskyisis who are in the vanguard of the coonter-
revolution,”  We bave no doubt thoat this declaration
of solldarity will e extremely pleasing to Hitler and

his catthroats.
L] ] L]

REACTIONARY DECREES IN HOLLAND

Henction js gavieg the way for Fasclam in Holland,
Following the erushing of the spontaneous uprising
of the nnemployed, reparted in this colimn two weeka
agn, the government hos wndedaken represalve mess-
ures agalngt the revolutionary section of the labor
movement aud possed laws almed directly at the Rev-
olntlenary Sociuli=t Parly (Duteh Sectlon of the
LOL), the Independent  Soclalist Party and the
Staling=t party. First ls the Seditlen BIL. Second,
the passage of amcther bill making It impossible for
any party to be ropresented 1o parllament unless at
len=t three members are elected. Third, a depoalt
of 2000 gudlds mnsr be paid before candidates can ba
nominated.  This deposit §s forfeited unless at least
three members are elected, Fourth, another law has
letenn approved making it illegal for any pald officlal
of o teade unlon te =it oo any publie body. This
winild strike directly at comrade Sopeevilet, chalrman
of the K21, whe iz Hkewlse one of the oflelals of
au  independent trade unlon movement as well os
being o member of parllament.

One further word on Holland, We are pot at all
surpriged to see u reprint in the Mew Leader, for
Auwvgust 11th, fn the solomn “The Workers Abroad®,
of the account of Perer Schmidt of the revolt of the
unemployed in Holland whivh iz practically & ver-
butbhm reproduction with the exception of the part
that deals with the treachery of soclal-demoeratic
trade union leaders who called the pollee when work-
ers came to them for help. Very convenlent, bat ob-
viona faets cannot be concealed that way,

VANDERYELDE ON THE UNITED FRONT

Emile YVapdervelde, presdent of the Second Inter-
nativoal, and lender of His Majesty King Leopold's
Most Loyal Opposition, indientes how enormons was
the muss prossure for oolted action In France when
he sabd In an arcticly pablished In the Polit Provea-
cal: “I am fully in accord with Leon Blum, with
Faul Fuure and with Lebas that [t was morally lm-
possible for them to decline” He refers to the upity
offer of the Comnunist Parly of Fraoce, It was
"morally impossible” because the Frewch proletariat
was clamoring tes lowdly for the united front aod
any horeanerat, Stalinlst or reformist, that ateod In
its way, would be Immedintely dlseredited and
brushed aslde. To accept the united front was to
save the face of rveformlsm temporarlly, And Vao-
dervelde, belng no moviee at political sguirming, was
well mware of this,

For this ex-Minister of the King, who wept bitter
tearas b the funeral of Albert, the united front offer
wis pof aecepded so as to bring power to the struggle
agninst Fasclsm but rather hecavse it was “morally
impossible™ to declloe the offer. That Vandervelde
mind his colleagoes in France have found a conven-
ient ally in the Btalinlsts in hamstringlng the united
front, confining It to meetings, speeches, ete, bot oot
to atrngele iz manifest in the sume artlele. Hers
Vanidervelde attributes the turn of the Freoch C.P.
to the new position oceupied by the 088 R. Ioter-
nationally, This position has led the Soviet Unlow
te follow a policy of attempting to malotain peace
al nll costE, even at the expensze of reveolutions and
uphenvala In Eueopean countrier,  Vapdervelde and
Co. certalnly do not want any drastic change In the
capltalist countries where fhey hold down fat joba.
The Htaliulst parties most follow blindly and obedl-
ently the foreign policy of the U8.8.R. Politlcs make
strangse hedfellows!

—
tien in peace thme leads to soclal patriotlsm In war
time, The alternative (8 a revolutlonary Marxist
parly, to the exclosion of reformists and centrists.

A Omeal and Waldman bave oo bones to plek
with the assamptlon to power of thd German and
Austrian Seclal Democracy in 1818, They are op-
posed o presenting the problem in the same maoner
us the declaration; they are against saying anything
at all about it in the declaration, On the polities
there = na disngreesment.

The Hevolutionaey Policy Committes therefors has
matde n serfons mizfoke in advising the Boclallst
party members to vote for the Detrolt declaration of
principles. XNo explanatory statement of such an we-
tlow van wipe away ks support of a centrist program.

Undonbtedly muny militant Soclalists think that &
suppart of the Detrolt declaration is a blow at the
Right wing, The “Militant"” groop accuses those
left wingers who oppose the declaration a3 &sup-
porters of the Right. But {3 not this the unlveraal
ery of the Ceotriste? By their very positlon be-
tween the extreme right and the genoloe left wilng
they threaten the latter with the growth of
the former and the former with the growling power
af the lntter. At this stage with a amall and hesitant
left wing in the H. P. tha Centrists warn them of
thele “sapport” of the Right. Tomorrow when the
left wing grows stronger the Right wing will be
wirned of this new danger by the centrists.

What s needed §=s o clear cut revolutionary pro-
gram and grouplng inm the Socialist party. This
means an unimblgunous struggle agalnst the rights,
Thomasites and the aelf-atyled “Milltants”. It
means o fundamental understanding of the revolu-
tlonary road to power, of the task of the workera'
party In the stroggle against war and Fasclsm and
the need for o new revolutionary workers® party.
Auch a party cannot he a member of the reformist
Labor and Socialist International. The revolutionary
workera in the Hoclallst party—If they are to break
from reformism and centrism—muost demand a break
with this Internatlional #nd preclaim the need for &
new, a Fourth Infternational.

Only along this path can the left wing Soclalist
forces contelbute in a progressive and revolutlonary
manner to the solutlon of the problems of the Amerl-

can working class, —I0SEFH CARTEE.




