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“The United Front
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Stifling

In Franee the united front has
been established between the Com-
munist party amd the Hociallst
party.  Botl of them were Toreed
inte this action by the menace of
advancing fascism-—either the unit-
vl front or destruction at the hands
of thiz merciless enemy. This Is-
sue 13 poised on a razor's edge.

Thiz actien is n victory for the
working  class,  aceomplished by
pressure from below, This s not
the unfted front from below, but
presspce agninst the bureauacracy
of bLoth partivs which despite all
their hypoeritleal lip service, con-
gatently aml continpously, durlng
e last few critical years, resisted
pleis unbiy of action, We bhave no
flustone of @ genuine revelution
nry polley in the agreement for this
miited  fromt,  MNevertheless  we
grest thiz firsl =lep as a [OETER-
pive mave for the French proletar-
fat and a vindlention of the stand
we took long ago.

A Step Forward

While thiz first step does not
pepresenl, u8 we shall see laler, a
change in essence of the attitnde
af the leadership of the twoe par
fies, I dees vepresent o change of
form which can open afr Dew and
great possibilities. It lnerenses the
strength of the French proletariat
iteelf. 1t broadens the ficld of
working class stroggle and opens
up new  perspectives, not only  io
the possibility of beating back fas-
elam, but algo for the emergence of
new rvegroupments, leading i o rev-
alntionary direction.

The demand for the unlied front
could ne longer b ignored and the
tenders of both of (he French par-
tics pocepted i, The Communist
partiis in other countries have ac-
cepdod it and made formal propos-
als for m united front to the Social-
ist parties, which have so far been
rejected by them, To this dabe the
American Hoclalist party hing Iniled
fo guswer.  Of conrse, the pressare
of the massex for unity of nctlon
has mol reached the same degree ov-
ervwhere, slthongh the lssaes that
make It necessary exist. They ox-
fst in the United States

Bureancrais Fear Unlied Front

Obvlonsly  the Soclalist  party
lepdors fenr the united action of
Commundst aml Soclalist workers,
Mot only do the reactlonaries of the
old goard fear the broadening and
deepening of ihe struggle against
fhe capltalist nttacks, bat they are
bitterly opposed to any  sirnggle
that will bring forward the mili-
taney and revolutlonary potential-
ity of the working class. Among
them are  ouiright  traltors  and
chouvinists, Bui ihi=z fear obvi-
ougly exists also amongst the “mil-
ftmns". Apeaking for them, Nor-
man Thomos declares that: =W
ninders the undted front s the in-
tention of the Communlsts, dealared
openly in word and deed, to use The
united fromt less against the com-
mon enemy (han against g in the
Bociallst party.”  Questions of ino-
tontion, of good or Lad faith, are,
of ecourge important, bat they can-
merl e Pk above the needs of the
eclas<. In dolng so, Norman Tho.
max betrays his own lack of har-
momy  with the working class in-
reresia,

Far more decisive than the io-
tentions of anyvone are the forces
that are set info wotion by the
historleal  processes. A uanited
workling elnss, or at least onited
in netion despdte what differences
mny separate itz various sections,
pegomes  a  distinctly  progressive
foree,  And those whose views are
o Phe progressive side have noth-
ing fo fear, Huat that s not the
case with  the  “Militants™. By
thely  reformist  centrist  pogition
ey Gind  themsclves prosecapied
whth the functlon of blurring their
dimerences wlth the old goard, of
md justing thelr viewsa to the stand-
paint of the old goavd, ineloding
the fraltore and chanvinisis, at the
expiense  of the struggle of the
I ESEE,

A truly lefi wing, on the other
hand, woenld weleome the opportan-
ity of working clags vnity of action
ag Itz own best reenforcoment in
the fight against the perfdious re-
formist lmreancrats. That is what
shou'd e expeeted from the Hevo-
Infionary  Policy Commlites.  Bot
it has zo far folled as mizerably
as ity brothers ooder the skin, the
sosealled Militmots,

A Practieal Test

Here = a practical test, The is-
sue 1g the working' cluss inferests,
Thost who are maneaviering  and
playing for time are loging time for
the working class. The common ¢n-
emy does not cense his attacks.

In the Unlied Stntes, it 18 troe,
the Communnist and the Soclallzt
warkers constitute so far bTﬂF |
small seelion of the working class
ns o whole, However, some very
ferociony a=zeanlts have ofien been
aeit afoot naginsat this consclons mi-
narfty. Most  pecently  wie  have
witnessed the anti-Communist
campalgn with fts  wigilanle and
pslice terrar on the Pacifie Cosst,
This method of concentrating heav-
ity agninst a small minority woald
incicate that the unity of actlon of
the congeious section of Commundst
and Hoclalist organizationz  sropld
have o significance far bevond ita
numerieal reope and would have
an efect that would reslly extend
to wide working masses. Neow in-
gpdration and a new determination
to fAght and to win woald be the
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resnlE.
The Task of the Socialist Worker
There are thus very good reasons
for ithe Socinlist workers paying
e glesest atiention to this practi-
el teat of thelr party and its lead-
arship, Hut it iz pecessarcy 1o do
more Lhon thiz. It is necessarcy for
the Sociolist workers to demand ca-
tegorically from theie leaders that
they make geod their  pretended
clujms of favoring working class
apity, They should demapd rom
thelr lenders o genuine united front
which will include wll workers soes
piomg and gronps willing to colla-
borate carnestly fn (e pealization
today of definitely stated mindmoam
aims.

In Franee the aoited fromt ls con-
il to the officinl Stalindst party
il the Boclulist party, The revo-
ationary sectlon, the International
Communi=ts, = exeluded, apparent-
Iy Dby eommon condent of the bu-
enueriaey of both partles. o reali-
iy, o we have subd before, it §s n

social  democrnfie  pon-nggression
pact, That s the resson thal
there shonbl e wo illnsions of o

pevolulionary  policy in thizs pact,
L essense i represents an agree-
ment between two contrist paptles
per the exclusion of the revolution-
ary wing in the movement. More-
gver, the chiange of the Sialinlsts
to thizs kind of a united froni iz
primuarily dictated by the needs of
the forelgn policy of the Soviel
Umion os pursued uwpder the Hral-
kst regime shaped by the theory
of #ocinlist In One Single Conntry.
Stalinist Foreign Policy

This Torelgn policy, devoid of
revoluliounry contéent, bas become
based exclusively on the Llea of
maintaining the status gquo within
pnd pmongst (he capitalist patlons
ns 4 means of preserving peace un-
der eapliolism. It means to endei-
vor o forestall not only reactionary
changes within the capitalist coun-
srbes, b also revolutionary chisig-
@, In Fropee especially, this maen-
upggresslon pact endeavors Lo create
a left™ bloc to blanee 1he ciglt
blise  (fomclsm ), witlh  the  presest
capitulist guvernment remalning in
[T,

There §5 to be no criticism with-
in the Mmils of the objects of the
pact although that s exuctly where
celticl=m iz imperative. Criticism
in action amid of actlons would #ot
in the loast hinder o real united

front. In cssense this pact ls wvery
liegle difersnt from  the derman
gutinl democratle support of  the

wo-cnbled lron front with Hinden-
burg as its comdidale against ITit-
ler, or the Austrion social demaos
cratic support of the Dollfuss re-
gl agualnst fascism, It is  the
Anglo-Itusstan  committecs owor
aguin in a =omewhat different Torm.
This sel-up, loo, wos crested os-
tensibly to prevent interventlon in
the TEE ., ot served ns u shield
for the betrayers of the gencral
strike amld as an instrument to dis-
urm the Tritish revoluoilonista. In
view of this, the revelation that the
centrigt  bureancrsey  in hoth  of
these French parties  semi-openly
fdirt with the idew of creating one
pnited party should oot shoek e
pevolullonists,  The formal change
of policy exceuted by ihe Stalinists
i not o real politienl change buat a
wiy whereby They begin to adjnst
themselves to the attitude of soclnl
reformism.
Stimulons of United Front

Diesplte this  perversion of the
renl united front and its outright
reformist  implication, even  this
first step will have far reaching
vilne for the French proletariaf,
Al its loteny energles are coming
to the fore and will serve as & sti-
mulons, not consclousy divected, bt
aof # spontaneous charaeler, 0 a

renl  stroggle  against  advanclong
Fascizm I Frolee. By itself, this
will pose revelutionary problemes,

the very pozing of which will have
gerions reperenssions in the orole-
tavian ranks, In this zensc it will
have additional significeece for the
world proletarviat,  Becauss of this
the possibilities, even in this kind
of o united front must fAnd atten-
tiom and wholehearted suppoct fromm
all revolutionistz. In Franee the
actions of wnited stroggle are al-
rendy erenting mew left wing cur-
rents within bolh parties which are
coming inte revoll against the par-
Hamentary ilusions and the diplo-
matlzing from the top Ccurrents
(hat demand that fhe  revolution
ary problems be posed for a solo-
iion.

The demand for a uwnited front
cannot be ignored for long in other
countrles, because it grows direelly
out of the needz of the working
elnss,  Revalutionists and all those
who desire a genuineg anited front
of masz struggle ngainst fasclsm,
against war and against the capl-
talist attneks on the workers muost
i wigilant., 1t is necessary to pon-
eirnte the united front in the mak-
ing with the idea that a solution
to the problems of today can be
fonnd mltimately only In the aver-
throw of capitnlism.

—ARNE SWABECH.

HNOTICE!

All letters, subscriptions, bun-
die orders, donations and any
Inguiries concdrning or intended
for the XEW INTERNATIONAL
magazine, are to ha addregsed to:
THE NEW INTERNATIONAL

STATION D, P.O. BOX 118

NEW YORK, N. Y.

The Coming U.T.W.Convention

Originally scheduled for Hepl. 140,
the Convention of the United Tex-
tile Workers will e held on Mon-
duy, Auvpust 13th. The resson for
this sudden wdvancement of the
date s the tremendous oporest and
ferment now golng on in all sec-
tlons of the textile industey, Fac-
ing the convention s ihe most im-
portant guestion of the general
strike. Already, In Alubama alone
20,00 textile workers are siviking;
throughout other textile sections,
numeronus  smaller strikes are in
progréss.

Seven months agoe, Medahon, the
president of the UT.W,, was abie
to postpome the general sirike on
the basls of some phony peomises
from the NIRA. Today the unign is
fwced with elther putting up w Aghil
or losing the support of the mass of
silk workers.

It is indubitable chet the UL,
hus made great sicides  forward.
T W, lecals dot the textile areas
in the Sonth and in Peansylvanis.
Even In New Englandl wohere the
glench from the pest MedMabon sell-
onatg has not vet sobsided the 10T,
W, ig alzo making headway,

MchMahon Spikes Autonemy

The silk workers, are organized
inle an anlonomon: =ection of e
U.T.W., the Amerlean Federalion of
2k Workersz, The idea of wolo-
nomy for silk originatsd in Pater-
siny, the meein organkecd silk center,
It owas intemded o glve the =ilk
workers (he same =tatux ax the
Hosiery workers in the solid Am-
erican Federation of Full-Fashion-
el  Haoslery Workers.  Hot fhe
workera In Paterson reckoned with-
gut their hos=t, Mchalop.

Thie A LS W, oxists as o mutional
erganlzation only on paper. Having
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Internal Fight
Splits Painters

{Continued from Page 1)
nothing bal walt—walt while =lrik-
ing!

Their decility before  theiv -
resteral e loaders In 2ome lweal nne
jonx ig almost  nnbelievable, espe
cially when coalilered in the Vighi
of other stelkis n the country. The
fghting, class splelt which  this
very momnent peevades the ranks of
the Ainneapolis trock drivers =
completely absent.  Instead of mil-
itant pleketing the Zanamer leader-
#hip hua =neceeded n directing the
sipike aetivity Imfe the  harmless
BldT of peacefnl parcading  aroonol
the neighborheod of the headyguar-
ters, in ocard playving aml general
gosaipipe aronngd the meeting halls.
Hundreds of palofers stand aheep-
i=hly fn Hoe fur hones o order to
Iave their =irike card:  punched
twice o doy wfter which they usoal-
Iy go home,

A Leal from Hibkr's Book

Anyone who eriticises this intol-
erable provedure is marked, singled
out and beaten up. Slogeings are
daily oceurrences.  Meetings, where
the sentiment s overwhelmingly
aguinst Eausner's cligoe, are broken
up. Une brother died on Angust 7
from Injuries received in the eonrse
of the meeting of Loeal 5056 held
a week ago. Aml another s near
death from a fractured skoll re-
cefved feom o blow delivered by
MeMamara, President of the E, ©,
an Monday night n Local B Bov-
eral have been taken to haespitals,
digens have reccived miner injur
ie=.  Inatoad of malntaining the in
tegrity of thele unien by organlz-

ing themselves Into a strong  lefl
wing force which wounld siand
zhonlder-to-shoulder against  the

gangasters, the painters are allow-
ing themselves to be bulldoeesd nnd
terrorbzed oo submizsion aond pas-
givity.

Flaying into Zapsner's Homnds

i af the Madamental conzes of
this chaotic condition in the Broth-
erhomi Is the criminal unlon-wreck-
ing policies of the Bialinists whe,
with dramalic gestures, noisc and
phrase-mongering, have been able to
lsolate the militant section of the
membership from the general strog-
gle.  For more than a year they
have oncentrated on  Loeal 4940,
Having gained leadership there,
they walled for the strike to start
and then promptly defied the bead-
ership of 1Mstrlet Councll No.o 9
with s twelve loeals, In unmisz-
takenbile “statementz" they declared
ithat they would not recognize the
IH=trict Connell, nor pay a cent per
capita tax te 1. The Natlonal Fx-
eenlive Board sent o representalive,
Mr. K. Ackerly. to Local 400 on the
morning of Augnst § with an nlel-
matinmy that they muast  cooperate
with the 1¥ . The answer was
thnt they did not recognize that of-
flee, whersupon thele charter was
promptly revoked. Now six hun-
deed members, the most milltant of
ihe membership have their own
strike  committes, eondinet thelr
vwn picket lines and unfortunately
‘Ight. not the bosses nnd Fansner,
et thelr own hrother pickeis =ent
ant hy the other twelve loeals, The
exprctation that other loeals will
follow their example is childish bt
the prohability 18 that expalsions
af thelr followers In the other la-
cals will take place.

Having izolated the militanis
from the strike and aplit the union
the Staliniasts have helped Zansner
to knlfe the struggle of the paint-
orR,  The conrageouz rank-and-file
are being made fools and tools of
a group of arrogant Stallnlsts who
are taking advantage of thelr gnliil-
billty. The Btalinist actions are not
the actlons of intelllgent leaders,

but those of the jungle. Infuriated

a noliena] seervotury, Fronk Schwel-
teer, the unlon consists only of the |
large branch in Faterson and «
few =mall loenls in Pennsylvania,
By paying Schweitzer's wages, Me-
Mahon alms not only to restrict the
growth of the A F.2W, bat to slow-
Iy ehoke it to death. The few A F.
2.W,. organizers that wre send owl

to  organize, organize 1he =ik
workers into pure ol simple 10,
T.W. locals.

RBilk Workers Distrust U,

The danger inhevent Lo MeMa-
hon's gang in oa renl nMfonOMORR
silk federntlon i obvicuz Lo all, ax
are the reasong for MeMabon's ae-
tloma.  The silk workers, becanse of
their unstable working conditions
and their long experience of strog.
gles, are the mosl militant section
of the textiles. Their previons bir-
per experlence with the elass colla-

boration pollcles of e 10T, W,
hawve made them very distrastfol of
the purent organlzaiion  aopd  dis

corrupt  leadership,

The Lovestoneites, in necordance
with their trnde union polley, have
offersl  no resisinnees 1o MachMa-
hon's =tifling of The aonfowsmy of
e =ik workers, And thiz ceptain-
Iy plays directly into the hands of
MacMahan, Eli Keller, the general

Minneapolis
Drivers Firm

{Continued from Fage 1)

was rejecied by the apdon.  In the
worils of Vimeeot Dunna o oan ine
terview to the Organizer: “~There
are seversl  ridiculovs  clouses  in
tha Bogzes' proposul. Whether they
wre meant gerlonzly or pat in mere-
Iy for trading purposes—it makes
nae differvmees,  Local 574 05 pever
golng to agree o a ‘prefeventinl
ligi" which puts the rights of seabs
mhead of the rights of urlon men.
The same holds good for Uk pro-
posal  to discriminate against
strikers whom they accuse of com-
mitting ‘unlawful acts’. By that
they evidently mean our  pickets,
Dpesn't it take o collosasl gall for
people who sent out wguads of mor-
derets o alioet onr plekets in the
mack 1o talk about uolmwfol acta®
The Citizens Allianee la agaln
preparving for rough st in the
event that martial law §x lifted.
Pliwg nglies bave been imported into
town, The noetorious Bergef sgen-
oy, with hemdguarters in New Yook
which  supplice  mnviderers  and
strikebreakers o the bosses
thronghont the conoiry, ls reported
to be the ageney handling this ol
After Harry Ness, the second vie-
thm of the promeditated attack was
John HMelor who died of wonnds in
a hospital herve a week age. Thos
1s to be seen in the two lobor mar-
tyra In Minueapoliz the  dedathless
unity of the employed god the vu-
pmpdoyed. MNess was g member of
074 amd Belor of the MOCO0W,
Even the feeedom of the presa is
mulesied in the “liberdal™ state of
Minnesola with the “progressive”
Olson at its bend, Balesgirls of the
Organizer have beth  constantly
persecnted by the militin and now

comeiides who sell the Militant are
to be arrested.

mannger of (he Associnted Silk
Workers, the largest single oranch
of the ALF.H.W,., has made oo pro-
test against ihe sending of oFgan-
frper= ints *he feld and orgauizitg
LT, =ilk loeals, On the coeoe
teary, e, Keller, sxpelled militant
members  of the ASW. because
they consistently fought for the
consolidation and extension of the
Americnu Federatlon of Sk Work-
ers,  Moreover ng offort was made
to wnite @il the exleting craft U.T.
W, silk loeals iu Paterson, tegelher
with the A, 8.W, into one induostrial
brameh of the Amerbenn Federation
of =ik Workers, altbopgh these
huve logsely asmalgemated into a
springeloss federntion. Instead the
sprogrissive” Keller s expending
most of Bis energles in organizing
the small bosses and “family shops™
fnte o loenld of fhe LUTOW.
aterson Isolated

As a result, DMaterson has e
mained practically  isolated from
the rest of the silk industry wpon
which itz wage standards are de-
pendent.  ‘The low scale of wages in
the Pennsylvanla and New England
silk nreas permits  the Paterson
bosses (o beat down wlmoest all the
gains of the last strike. ‘This tre-
mendous weakiness of the Associat-
el forces it 1o backwater before
every offensive of the silk bosses,
Maturally, the workers have been
gettlng more and more disgusted
with the present nnion officialdom
and itz polleies. And In this mood
lies the greatest dapger to the an-
ion itsell, unless properly organized
poider u genuine lefi wing,

(aly w dirm and militant pelicy
can gef the silk workers oml the
rest of the textile workers out of
the rut they are in. Al the evils
from which the textile workers are
suffering, particalarly the spread
of unemployment, con be eountered
in only one way—Iihe estublishment
of the G-hour day. S-day week ol
higher wage sceales.  ‘Thiz cannet
b mrined withowt a =erlous Aght.

General Strike In Textiles

This qquest ion of the general sirike
tn textiles and the organizaiion of
the silk workers natlonally intoe (he
AFAEW, are intimately lnked to-

gether. A solidly organized AP,
B0, backed Iy the bremendons
presilge of  the =ik workers

thrsiighont the textile industry is
the renl speavhead of the offensive
agalnst the textile opeators. A
solbilly erganized A FSW.  wonld
e the greatesi obstacle o the way
of sell ot Moveover, o solld ans
tonomems  silk ovganization  wonld
podnt the way fo e organization
of woolen and worsted workers who
are ot present nuorganizsed.

The A.F.8.W. delegates must fake
the Jead in committing the conven-
tion nof 1o talk but to wetion,

Thay musl reassert In nae wepeer:
tuin terms the antonomy of the A,
FawW., amd lead in real con=olida-
tlom of the texiile workera for the
atrngele abopd, especinlly In organ-
zing for the general strike.

It iz up to the =2k Workers
Ther ean whn the Ahhour week.
with snbstantinl wage increases,
climinating the many  disgraceful
conditlons now prevailing in  the
milla—if they befr in mind thelr
steabegle position o textiles and
mel necordingly.

—HILKE WORKER.

Robins-Gras Refused Release
On Bail; Ap;pfﬁ[ Pending

Haroll Robins and Andre Gras.
strikels aveested in the pecent gen-
eril strike of lhotel workers, were
today refused a certilicate of rea-
sotble doabt, In o declalon homded
down by Justice Valenti,

Himultoneonsly,  hoewever, thae
fight for the appeal of the originod
convictlon was hrosdened, with the
annonncement by Al Feinstone.
Seeretary of the Tnlted Hebrew
Trades, that hiz organization has
endorsed the HRobins-Graz Defenase
Commiifees, The appeal will be ar-
gued in the Appellate Division of
the Bupreme: Conrt oon Oetober 4,

Harold HKobins, organfzer of the
Amalgamated Food Weorkers, and
Andre Gras, a striker, were arrest-
ed daring the strike on a4 charge of
second degree pssault. Robing had
previonsly been arrested o nomber
of times on various charges trampe
el up o hamper bis sirike work,
The only cvewbiness o the aasnult

Drplite thiz foct, and the wemk-
ness and contradictions {n the tess
timony of the proseeution, Boblng
and Gras were convieted In o the
court of Jndge Corrigan, long no-
torlons In labor circles for hir son-
tendes against  workers,  Itoblins
was sentenced to from two to four
years, GGras from one to two years,
to Bing Ring prizon,

Justice Valentis decisiown today
was a refusnl to permit the work-
ers Lo be released om ball pending
tha appenl.  The Roblnz-Gras Do
fense Committes issped the follow-
ing ainbement :

Statement of Defense Committes

“"Certificates of reasonable doubt,
enabling relense of prisoners on
ball pending appeal have in most
ceiminal cases become the merest
formality. The exigtence of suffi-
cient grounds for appenl have been
tnken te be sufficlent grounds for

at their Inability fo intelligently
cope with a soperlor power, they
reaort to open splitting and thereby
sign thelr own death warrant, They
gnerifice the intéercsts of the work-
ara to thele political sima.

—MEMBER 0OF BROTHERHOOD

the certlficate. However, this gen-
eral rale I8 often vielated v coses
involving the rights of labor. While
connvielsd  racketesrs roam  the
strects frecly, rosponalble and well-
known workers are  dellberately
kept juiled, thercby hamperiog e
defense work., which wonld bBe im-
mansurably atded 1If the viclimized
strikers were free fo appear on the
iszue before mass meetings and wn-
ion mectings, Jodge Corrigan’s or-
iginul charge fo the jury, as the
record clearly showed, amonnbed to
A second sommiation for the prose-
cution. And now, Judge Valentl's
decizion s ont and ont classz “jus-

F

tice,

The Hoblns-Gras Defense Com-
mittee, set up at the regoest of the
two victlmized workers, I8 a broad
pnited froni of organizatlons, In-
cluding ;. Amalgamated Food Work-
ers Dindon,  Centrel  Ezecotive
Bonrd, Amerienn Workers Poarty,
Communisl  League of  Amerlea,
Communist Party Opposition, IW,
WL General Thefense Committes, 11
Martello Group, Organization Com-
mitter for a Revolutlonary Work-
ers Party. Left "oale Xlon {Jewlsh
Workers Party), League for Indor-
trial Ddemocracy, Soclallst Party,
Local  New  York, Communist
Lengue  of Struggle  Provisionsal
Committes for Non-Fartlsan Labor
Trefenze,

In addition te the endorsément
of the United Hebrew Trades, san-
nouneed toeday, the Committes has
mlae  been endorsed by Wallers
Union Loeal 1, and Loeal 22 of the
LL.GW.TL  All unions ame belng
vislted to enlist thelr material and
moral support of this Important
CaAe,

The Soclallst Lawyers Associa-
ton iz In charge,of the legal work
and s preparing the appeal.

The date of a mase mesting on
the gase will soon be annonoesd,

All workers and workers orgrn-
lzations are asked to aild this Aght.
The office of the Robins-Gras Dwe-
fense Committes 13 Room 7351, 22
East 1Tth Sirest, N. Y.

A Demagogue at Work

Olson’s Role in the Strike

The last chapter of (Mson's role
in the Minneapolis truck drivers
strike of Locval 374 of the A, F. of
Lo conunot yei be wrltten. This is
the 19th Jday of the strlke, and the
limes wre holding as firm &8 ever,
in apdtie of thee fact that Goevernor
Ulson’s militla bhave deall  seme
heavy blows lo the sirikers. In
fuct, indications are that o seitle
ment favornble to the workers may
e wion.

Lp to the time of the declaration
of martial luw by Uovernor (lsen
shie strike stood solld. “The markel
was  closed 1005, Trocking
thronghout the eify wos restricted
by the rules of fhe union. Only
certain necessitles,  hosplial  sup-
plies, and a farmers market, es-
tublished by the strikers, were al-
lowed (¢ be banled. ‘Uhe Dboshes
were on the run. The Cltizen's Al-
lnpee was whipping ap a red scate
but Lo mo avail, The cops wene
noewhere o be seen when the sirik-
erd congregated,  Peace peigned un-
der (e domination of Lol 574
Fven ihe labor fakers of Minnea-
preelis woere silent. Thiy were walt-
ang for o o cpEoTEureE  eomeeul
fo servo (he moster ¢lass,

FPermits for Scabs

Then (Maon declired martial lhw
und things began to happen.  Flrst
nr is=abend a statement whiclh wos o
werbal Wast against the bosses, andg
then he stucted to set against (e
workers by estublishing o milltues
permit  systen,  Bach day more
commodities cone under (hee fend
ing of uecessitivas and within thres
doays triucks with scab drivers, un-
der the protection of Governor O
son's militin  were moving  aboul
wwi in droves as ihough pothing
hud hoppened.

The nolon protested sl lnformed
the Governor that bis netion wis
breaking the strike and demanded
that he withdveaw all permits, “Tle
Governor again answered with a
verbal blast against the bosscs aond
the baged Cilbzen's  Alllance  and
procesded to sl sgalust the sivik
erg.  Pleketing wis Gecoming tod
promioest, =e the militia  probibit-
el pleketing, prohibited mestings ol
the union In front of their ankon
hull, and proceeded (o issue  hoo-
dreds aml pundreds of pew milltary
permils to the bosses =0 they could
run sonb trocks.

In the meanilme ithe bBosses were
howling agninst the parking ban
in the Loop district informing the
Giovernor that it was hurting their
buslne=s. AMany =irikers ihought
{hat the day time parking bano s
he Loop was a Wow ot (he bosses,
bui the truth of the matter was
thuet the miliiis desired o have
the dowulown streel cleared of all
parked aates, In order to have L
gtrects cleared for sctlon in ense o
miss concentration of strikbers was
attempted in the beart of the city.
A struggle with seab trocks under
these elrenmstances wonld give the
militin all of the advantages, This
did not materlalize becanse opera-
tions agalngt =cab trocks abe oot
cenbered fn the Lopp After o woeek
the parking ban by the militin was
lifted.

Dvenaneds of the Undon

These wordd agalnst the bosses
and blows aguninst the strikers were
ot taken lightly by the union ook
of the city and their aympathizers.
The strike commitice of 100 drew
up demands and presented them to
the Governor, They demanded the
withdrawal of the troops, @ with-
deawal of all permits, the right to
mest, and the right te picket, This
(b Governor refused amd the union
under the leadership of ihe three
Dune hrothers, Dobbs and Hrown
were forecd to organkee theiv forees
to Aght for the elementary right of
assemblage and pleketing, or  clse
lose the strike. Govermor Olson's
acilon was breoking the strike.

Thie drive of the union was met
by military cccupation of the strike
hendquarters and the arrest of he
girike lneders by Governor (lson's
militin, The miliiln was unable to
aeize Grant Imnoe and Dobbs wad
others. Under thelr leadership the
forces of the unlon wers renssem-
bled at Central Labor Unlon head-
quarters.  In lexs than two howrs
the Central Labor Union offices
were ralded, taken over by the mil-
fiin and the sirikers driven out.

A wave of protest rose from the
lnboring maszses of the city, Parm-
er Labor groups sent  profests o
CGovernor Olzon, declaring that his
actions were hreaking the strike
which they were saopporting. 574
called for a General Protest Btrike
for one day. It met with rapkd ap-
proval throughout the rank and file
of the labor movement. The eon-
servative labor leaders, agents of
Olzom, were on the run. At the
same time pleketing increased. Al-
thowghh the militin occopled the
hendguarters scabs were beaten up
all over Lown, trocks were Over-
turned, amd the militia wos kept
busy from early in the morning nn-
til late at night. The bosges wen
afraid to mowve trucks. A decline
in the number of shipments could
be noted.

Olson Retreatls

Thiz united actlom of the work-
erg and the threat of a general
glrike bronght results.  Governoer
iMson retreated. He was losing
politieal ground and everywhere it
bocame apparent that Olson's me-
tlon was breaking the strike and
helping the bosses, Irrespective of
hiz intentions. He released the
leaders and returned the headquar-

ters to the strikers. Picketing econ-
tinued, but the mikitin was was ar-
resting more pickets each day and
throwlng them In the army stoek-
ale,

Even this reireat was not soffi-
cleat for Olson o vegain his former
position as the “friend of labor™
and the radical Foarmer-Lalwor {Soy-
ernor.  Hv was foreesd to relpeal
gtill further o order (o hobd off (e
general atrike aod to clear himaelf
inm the eves of the workers. [Ie is-
sl a0 statement  informing  the
bosses und the strikers that if no
gettlement was reached by Frhlay
midnight e would revoke all per-
mbis, Instend e bhad his miliia
raid the headguarters of the Citl-
gon's Allimnes ond extend the peer-
mits until Movday moruing. All fn-
et lons were that it was o ippsed
off rakd  becanse  rellable  reporis
which were even carcied in the
bosges press =abd that moest of the
Ales were removed befors *he milli-
fin arrived. The raiding wof  the
Citizen's Allinnce hendgoariers s
af noe value to the sirikers. but, it
wans of first rate political inpor.
tanee for (Hgon. The faet that per-
mits were pol roveked, butb exiemls
od to Aowidny, amd the fact that
more  plckets were being  arrested
hourty, wos declsive, 1T the per-
mit= e revoked Monday (he hogses
are well stocked for several daya.
If permits are re-lssued, the anlon
demnda that the Governor only [s-
qne fleen fo those dems who will
abiide by the Hoas proposals, fee-
agnize the union, pay unlon wages
ad hire uwien help.

“Mentralliy” in the Class War

I more than one siatement the
Governor has stated that he does
ot inke sides with either  the
osses or the strikers, that he s
tor law and order, nmild il take
whul anctlon necessary for the good
of the people to see that the noee-
eauitios of 1ife are moved. It 18 m
well known fuct that before Olson &
militla  come to Minneapolis the
atrikers hod the fown “sewed wp®,
amd peace relgned.  After his troops
arrived scab trucks inereased i
number from day o day. It s nlao
a well imown fact that the people
are made np of two maln classes
and the workera are the maforliy.
Any oane who rays he s for the
peaple il nelther for the bosdes
naor the workers is elther o lar or
n damn fool. It iz also a wetl
known fmet that if the Governmor,
who s o “friend of labor”, will oot
tolerate any strike that  interferes
with the nocesslifes of life for the
“people”™  than the Governor is
ngainst the majority of the work-
ofs.  The majority of the workers
are Involved in the production and
distribution of the necesaltles of
life. 1t is equally well known that
any one who holds a strategical
positlon such as n Governor, and
gays he iv not taking sides with
ciiber the exploiters or the steik-
ors, o matter how sineere he s, he
cun do nothing elss than help the
Bosses,  Neotrallty In a class so-
clety always helps  the strongest
force,  And sinee the bosses are o
power meutrality plays into  thelr
hands The words and deeds of
Governor Olson  in this  astrike
proves this point conclusively,

Good Intentions”™ and Resulis

Governor Mron I8 a petty-bour-
geols radical. Even U he ls  the
most honest and alneere man; and
desires to help the working class, a
radical type of reformer can in re-
ality do nothing but help the bosses.
The structore and framework of
the capitalist system 18 ao yrganized
that If rannot be wsed for the bene-
fit of the working class. It i an
instrument for the copitalisis, by
the capitalists, and of (he capifal-
1sts.

Olsons political life on & national
scale s at stake. And the strike
I not wet over, Olson thrived om
the Bialinksts" exposures. He graw
fat and gained politically, It took
a dally strike bulletin of a strik-
ing A. F, of 1. local under milltant
left wing leaderahip to exposs O
won.  In spite of Olwon's  strike-
breaking role the wonilon §a atill
gtrong and all indications are that
n partial victory can be bhad.

The odds are against 574, but
they will fight on until victery. 1f
victory is had i will not be due to
(lson. 10 will mot be due to Toblin,
Green or the local C. L. T, ¢o0nsery.
ative labor lenders. Vietory will he
had in spite of them, Vietory will
e had becapse the milltant  left
wing leadership of 574 knew how Lo
expose them, how o counteract
their treacherous role in the strug-
gle botween the exploiters and the
workers, and thus gain the loyal
support of the workers of Minnea-
perlis, —HUGDH DEHLER.

L] L] W L
Russlan Opposition Bullelin

Omr friends amd  srmpathizers,
our readers of the Russlan Opposl-
tion Bulletin, know that Comrade
Trotsky is itz regular contributor
and editer.  International reaction
hounds Trotsky. The French po-
Hee want to atifle the volee of Leon
Trotsky—They will not suceeed.
Despite police persecution, desplie
the fact that the editorial office is
forred to move agaln, despite tree-
mendous finateinl  diffeulties  and
delavs, the Kussian Opposition Bul-
letin will appear.

The next lssue i3 ready lor (he
press now. You can help to speed
up its poblication by & contriba-
tlon, you can help by gettlng read-
erg and sobscribers to the Hussian
Bulletin,




