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EDITORIAL

A ‘Farmer-Labor’ Strikebreaker

HE mask is off.

Citizens Alliance, a blow ot the cmbattled drivers.

Workers, opening their eyes to the perfidions deeds of Olson, will
Intentione Step by step he
ploughed [nto the solid ranks of the girikers, sowing - confusion and
winning thelr confidence at the snme time. The job coulid net have been

marvel af his =kill in Liding his real

better executed had if all been premmeditated,

Elected om the platform of the Farmer-Laboer party, which has even
been so radical ad to eall for the ~abolitlon of the profit system", Olson
In the May strike
be acted as o go-between In the arbitration of issues after D74 had ale
He called ont the Xational Guards, but kept them
At the eonclusgion of the conflict he 18 repated to have

did everyihing to solicit the backing of the drivers.

ready won the battle.
in the barracks.
made a personal donation of 500 fo the truckers’ nnon.

Then ecame the second strike., Here the issne was jolned.

Minpeapolls 8 union rown,
teke & stand—for or against the workers.

o hedzing now !
And We did?

that the man ip the ®f, Panl capitol wos their fricod.

Oleon made his grand gesture.
thie streets and proclaimed martial law “to protect the strikers™!

Under the pretext of protecting the strikers Oleon's troops have
protected scahs and seab rocks Where cops, [hiags, preachers and red
gcares failed 1o move trucks in Mivneapolis, Olson brought the troops
iivalling only his red-Dalfing colleague in
California, the 8t. Paul demagogne called out his army to keep the ¢y
In essentinlz, but in reality moviaog commercial vehleles of every de-
When the strikers =aw tracks moving they saw through
Olaon at the same time, They would battle and bent the troop: even ag
they had the polies, Before the drivers conld make thelr threat effective
the troops ralded the sirike hesdyguaricers, drove the workers ont and
arrested the union leaders, William Brown, Vincent amd Miles Dunne.
000 drivers were thrown info militry barrocks and then the Central
Labor Unlon, set up a8 a sccond hesdquarters, was invdded by eoldiers.

In to do the dirty work.

geriptlion.

The “friend of the worker”, the Farmer-Labor

Governor of Minnesota has revealed himself to be the bitterest foe
of organized labor, the shrewdest supporter of the Dosses Olson has
payed out his bag of tricks. And every trick has been & boon to the

The
nofon-buating Citizens Alliance was determined to smash the drivers.
674 mecepted the challenge and prepared to fight to the last diteh to make
Governor Clzon had to
But not before
he had dellvered himself of more honeyed words to convinee the strikers
The occasion
was the fusillade at unarmed pickets by Bloody Jobaunes' murderers,
Olgon denouneed Johannes not 0 much for the murder bt for breaking
hig promise in violating the truce. that no tracks would move Then
He summonsd the Natlenal Guards oo

Avrrest of Cannon and Shachtman

(Continued from Page 1)
workers, they did not miss an op-
portunity ito explain to the mmem-
bership that the Hed Scare was a
barrage belng lokd down by the em-
ployers behind which the union was
to be orupghed and the men driven
back to the outrageous conditlons
of work and wages ngainst which
they were rebelling. Instead of
falling into the cunningly laid trap
of the Cltizens Alliance and starti-
Ing nn anti-Communizt bunt ip
fhelr own ranks, the union leaders
atood ke rocks and insisted thot
every worker—be he Communlst or
Democrat, Ikepublican or Farmer-
Lahor, whatever might be his poli-
tienl, ceonomie, religious opinions
or affilintlone—was a =oldier in
the union with full rights and
dutles, and that ne diserimina-
piom  would be  practiced ngainst
anyone. It §s this attitude which
made It possible to beld the union
together Instead of letting it fall
prey to artificially injected dissen-
alon inspived by the employers.

Having no other arguments, how-
ever, (hi= desperate bosses  were
compellsd  to harp on fhe same
string throughout the whoele strug-
ple. Teing nnable to defend o posi-
thom which suys that 421 cents an
hour for a family man [z too much,
they simply did oot bother to de-
Ffend it st all., and econeentrated in-
gtegd upon balting of Communlsts,
They nesdsd B seusation, and on
Wedneaday evening, the papers fin-
ally burst out with 1.

At abont 10 pum, of that evening,
a trio of Minneapolls detectives,
Aanked by a cop in uniform, placed
James P. Cannon and Max Bhachi-

attorney declared thint he bad Do
objections 1o (he release of the men
om the writ, 1 lmmediately became
clear why wo prosecution was Lo
take place. Huoavieg found it im-
posgible to bold the men any long-
er evien on i  tomnped-up charge,
Johaunes had arranged with the of-
ficers of the Natlonal Guard, who
had taken over the city under mar-
timl law the day Gefore, to  pat
Capnon and Shachiman under wili-
LTy arrest.

Juet ns the relegse o clvil counrt
was offecied, & =zergeant of the
Gunrd entersd the courirosm—the
firat time soch o procedure has ever
been witnessed in the history of
Minnesota—and demanded the ens
tody of the prisopers. "The seosu-
tlon wans belghtened by  the fact
that T was armed with a sub-mu-
chine gnn and that a desen Guards-
men, automatbes strapped to their
ghiles and rifles in their hands, sbood
ppiside the conrireoin as an escorl
for the davgerous Heds, Complete-
Iy surrounded, Cavnoun and Shachi-
mian were marched down the corri-
dors, out of the municipal bmilding
to the street, where apother score
of Guardsmen awalted them with
apother score of autcmatics and
riflew, They were bundled inlo an
opeén military trock, still as henvily
and mervonsly goarded as If they
were efther some invalnable freas-
gre oF an  aotomatic thone bomb
which might explode ol any  1wo-
meni.

Flanked front and réar Ly other
ears, the truck drove the prisoneri
to the Armory-—ihe frst military
prisoners to be taken after (he de-
claration of martial law—although

rapeated.  They then declured thet
they would refuse o leave the city
of Minneapolis of thelr own wvoli
tion, that they would depart only
i forced to do so by a squad of
Guardsmen. They had violated no
law, they bhad pet violated, n»or
could they have, any of the military
regalntions which were pal Into ef-
fect during thelr stay in eity jail,
ad ey would Insklst wpon their
righte to carry on as correspound-
puts for thelr peciodieals to exactly
the same degree o= (he representa-
tives of out-of-town capitalist psu-
pers who had, of course, ool Decn
malesied.

Colonel McDevitt mode no at-
tempt fo Feply to the arguments
gnil demonds of the two men and
contentisd himself with a repetition
of his  order. Immediately apon
guitting the Armory, Capnon and
shachiman dispatclusd a  belegram
ta the commander-fu-chisd of (e
Minnesoln RNational Guard, Uover-
nor Mzon, which we guokte hore in
il :

Telegram fo (Mson-

“pinder pyrannical military or-
der delivered to us at the Natlon-
nl Conrd Avmory by Colonal Me-
Drevitg, wfter belng held itlegally
unier military  arrest for  s8ix
hours, we are being compelbsd by
foree (o lenve Mioneapolls, Wa
have béen here as correspondents
for the papers which we represent
and at wo tlme violated any low,
civil or marfial, nor have we
even been chorged with any auch
violation. We were released from
city prlson after thirty-six hours
illegal detention on writ of ha-
beas corpus. We  were then ille-

Stalinist Zig-Zags

I the onited frout with the So-

clullst parties {(bitherto the “so-
cigl-fuscists™), for long so vigor-
ously denounced by the Stulinist
lesders, here and elsewhere, ngain
ter oo pecepted as o poiley of Lhe of-
felul Commuanist purtiss?Y  Sup Tl
clally that appears to be the case,
But In reality it is Dot

The HStalinlst, party leadership,
pver the signature of its general
speretary, DBrowder, sobmitted a
proposition to the Soclalist party
convention for o united front siTug-
gle for certain specific aims. Later
that proposition wuas repeated 1o
(hie #. 1. national committee with
aevernl requests alveady made for
an upswer. As yel the Soclalist
party leadership has made no an-
swer and the guestion might well
be posed: Why Is it silent?

There i3 one basle answer to this
question and it s well documented
oy fucts from recent history, The
Socinlist party leadership, like that
uf Internationsl secial democracy,
of which it s a part, prefers cap-
jtallam to a workers republle—=to a
Aoviet Republic, For that we have
the best proof o the Germon So-
vinl Democratle party's participa-
tow fu the Hindenburg “iron front”
right up to the fateful hour of Hit-
ier's selure of power. We have the
additionsl proof of its  Austrian
brother parly clingiug to the coal
tall of Dolifuss right ap to the day
when he tralned his howitzers on
the homes of the Austrlan socinlist
wWorkers,

From (hig hasie proposition Qows

_:Ihz United Front

nist  League—"Drive the social
fu=cizig out of the Mctories. ont of
the moemployment buresus, ont of
the prade sehools.”  WIIL he disavow
the old slogan of the German Young
Ploncers—"Beat the smallest Zoer-
glebelz ont of the sehiools and play-
Eronnds."

Your own statements cowdenin
vou a8 linrs.  You canno expect,
gentlemen, that workers shall take
your united front proposals serlouns-
Iy unless you are rendy to declare
that all this was false.

Formally the united front pro-
posal has now been made fo the
goclallst party and to its natlonal
commilttee, What s it meaning?
[hrea  this  vepresent o political
change from the course pursued in
the past?  We reenll from very re-
cent date, from the eighth conven-
tion of the offfcial Communlst
party, held in April this year, the
thesls decliration: "The Commu-
alst party must widen s strogele
for the united front with the soecial
lemocratie workers, over the heads
of thele treacherons leaders,”-—Over
he heads of the lenders—what hol-
‘ow vapld phrases,  They will not
wlp In the least to tear the work-
v away from  social  reformism,
ind ihat, after all, is the wiiimate
difective of the revelutlonary party.
Today snch hollow phrases repré-
ent only the moat stupid disregard
f the organlzation of the  social
lemeerpile workers,  Unfortunate-
Iy these social democratic workers
i1l belong o thelr porty and sup-
wirt thelr lenders becanse they are

Under the pretense of belping the strike, Olson has dong his level
best to crush i, An avowed parlisan of civil lbertles and-democratie
rights for workers, Olson hos gone further in destroving them than ¢ven
reactionary Governor Merriam., Where they deployed troops hesitantly
in the Frisco gencral strike, Olson deeared martial law in a atruggle
with only T.000 involved., "nking a leaf from Iither's book this “woll

gntly arrested In the coutireom
by o large squad of beavily armed*
Mationnl Guardsmen and conflned
fn the Armory without explooa-
thon or charges, nor have any yet
been made agalnsg ws, It was

the attitude of the Boeclalist party
jailers, of relying on bourgeels de
morracy and its rules of the game,
puther than on the milltant strog-
gle of a united worklng class, of

they eould mot concelvably have

violated any martial law regulation
“Shoot to Kill®

ion the National Guoard Armoery

thuy were sealed on a bench prior

meinli=t  workers.  IMaregard  of
his fact serves only to provide an
wense for the . P leaders fo e
jeet the unitel front offer. It bes
omes only & bureaweratic manDen-

man under arreat. Doith of them
had apparently been pnder survell-
Imnee for days

Finger Prints Taken

—_
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in gheep's clothing” committed the most despotic action American labor
hes seen In years when he crashed inte strike headquarters and Jailed
strike leaders. His cunning words of sapport were only slightly more
guceeasful than the raw propagandn of the Cltizens Alllance and Dan
Tobln. This agent of capitalism, like nll the rest, needed the malled

Bt to get vesolts for the employees,

11 Oleon thinks hi= troops will defear the strike muod drive the
The drivers in
Feportg in the eapitalist press tell us
that in face of wardime artillery more than fAfty trucks were over-

workers back In submisslon then he I8 sadly mistaken.
Minneapolls are Aghting mad.

tarned by plekets and seabs glven 1he drubbing of their lives.

Every strategem of the bosses hoas collapsed,
wig turned Into g victory for e apion,
Inte the testh of its orlginators,

aet their jaws for renewed battle. Olson will fure no hetter.

Yictory or defeat, the corse of the entire labor movement i= on
Olgon. Ho ls forever discredited in the eyes of every worker and honest
progressive. The carecr of Olson ax a fiberal 1 over, The curining that
agré rung over Olson are rung over the whole gamuf of liberalism and

Farmer-Laborlsmm.
Awap with it!

genin!

Thelr rump revait
The red-zeare was flung back
Tobin wag told to keep his fAlthy
hande off the strike. The shooting solidified the ranks and the drivers

Clear the ropd for a revolntionary party of the
working class and the overthrow of the rolten system that (Meon repre-

Strike at Martial Law!

Az we go to press. the latest news from Minneapolls is that
Governor Olgon 1= showing bis trne colors so that even the Farmer-
Labor workers on strike there van see them clearly. His militia
bas marched into their headguarters, arrested the gtrikd leaders,
then marched on the Central Labor Union headquarters and ralded
that too!

In sueh a situation, of course. our main concern is the safety of
onf comrades in Minneapalis whiy have worked devetedly in the
jutercst of the striking truel wwn, and the rights of the Minneapolis
workers to unlon organization and a leadership of thelr own rhoos-
| Ing.

At the same time we must romember that withent a volee which
speake out in vngualified words sl reaches the strikers, our doty
to the Minneapolls workers I= nof fulfilled. 1o thisg sitnation we
muet remember the Militant more than ever.

We must make it possible for our comrades in Minneapolls who
are ot connected with the strike to gep bondles of our Militant
for general distribution,

The Milkant 1= the only working elass paper which devotes its
zolumne mainly to the Minneapolis situation,

For that reason It §s important that the Militant reach every
sirilar.

Bat the Militand cannet do thils effectively without funds In
our eagerness o help the Minneapolls workers we mnst hear this
fact In mind all the time, and continne onr support oft nur agliatoer,
ik MIlIEand,

Onr fnancial sitoatlon 1s very eritical just at present. The
Drganization-Press Campalgn has not brought safficlent returns to
make §t possible to print extra thousands of the paper weekly, In
Minneapolls and in every other ¢ity In the country.

We must help to aronze the workers everywhere to a full reai-
fzation of the grave dangers confronting the Minneapolls workers,
We must spread the MHitant cverywhere. We must semd large
quantities to every city where we have connections.

The capitaliet presa gives only meager information about what is
happening to the workers of Minneapolis. Only the Militant tells
the full atory.

With & proper nation-wide distributlon of our paper we oan
work up sofficient sentiment for (he Minneapolls workers to get a
nation-wide protest againgt the fascist tnctics used by Governor
Olgon,

Our duty is clear: PRINT 10,000 coples of the Millant cnch
week and have them distrlbuted thronghont the coantey.

HELP U8 ACCOMPLISIT TIIIS!

SEND U# 21 TO-DAY!

The Minneapolis strikers are fAghting courngeonsly in apite of
the presence of the militia. They are giving their all. Two of them
have already pald with their lives. A oumber «f others are HeTjons-
Iy sick &t the hospltal,

OF TOU WE ASE ONLY $1.00 TO-DAY,

Help us spread the true facte of the Minneapolis herole battle
to every part of the couniry.

DON'T FAIL THE WORKERS IN MINNEAPOLIS!

HELI" US PRINT 10,0006 copics weekly as long as the battle
FRgEE.

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL

An Organ of Revolutionary Marxism

Max Shachtman, Edltor Martln Abern, Bus. Mgr.
Station T - Toat Offlce Box 118
Mew York, M. T,
One Year, $1.50; Seven Issues, $1.00; Siogle Copy, 15 Cents;
Capada and Forelgn Countries—One Year, 1.75.
SRR TH T . _
I enclose herewith £............, for which please snter
subseription for the NEW INTERNATIONAL:
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Transported to the police bead-
quarters, they were lmmediately
raken to the jail, thelr finger priois
taken, and despite unanswered de-
mands that they be told why they

had been arrested, of what the
charges against them were, or that
they e permitted to commpoleate
with thelr  attormey they were
lodged in a clfy cell.

AMeanwhile, 8 squad of detectives
broke into the hotel rooms of the
two prisopers, apd withoul even
ibe formality of & search warrant,
proceeded to rapsack the personal
pffeeis and papers which they found
there, Coples of the Militant, of
the daily strike paper, the Organ-
fzer, personal letters, abpd Hhacht-
man's whole sultcase, were brought
down to police headgoarters with
thia hope that evidence might be
found to show that the two Com-
mpnists had been on the verge of
blowing op the city, at the very
lemst, =0 that they might e beld
long encugh by the police o in-
capacitate them for the duration of
the atrike, in any case.

What the pollee and their mast-
ers, the Cltlzens Alliance, were af-
ter, wns proof that Bhachiman and
Cannon were directing the truck
drivers strike. And although they
pored over every single serap of
paper they found and examined the
notebooks of the prisongrs with
microscopic eare, all they were able
to fimd was @ number of rounbing
letters and telegrames recelved DY
Capnon and Bhachiman from New
York, addressed to them In care of
Vineent R. Duune, one of the in-
Auentinl =irlke leaders of Local
G674. The whole thing was a fop,
and dide't even have the ground-
work material for a good-alzed
frame-up.

Questioning by the captain of
detectives, Ohmawn, falled to eliclt
any more Information from the
prisoners than wasz available to the
man lu the strest. Iers again, the
two men demanded the right to
have thelr attorney, Albert Gold-
man of Chicago, present during the
cross=pxamination. Ohman, assist-
ed in hiz guoestloning by Pollee
Chief Johanpes, who has earned
himzelf the opprobrious nlekidnmoe
of Bloody Mike, told Cannon amd
Shachtman that thelr demand for a
lawyer wne not being denled (0)
but &t the same time the lawyer
was not forthcoming, nor were they
permitted to felephone him abouwt
thelr chse.

A Real “Scoop™

The next mornlng, the local cap-
italist press boomed with the news,
Coplea of purloined letters and tel
egrams, skillfally provided with
terrifying beadlines that had lHEtle
or nothing to do with the contents
which hopeful  editors  expected
thelr readers not to bother reading,
had been generously supplled to the
Alliance press and were spread all
uver the columnbs,

But If they counted upon & reac-
tlop in the ranks of the workers,
and ahowve all In the ranks of 574,
they were miserably dlsappointed.
Instenad, the unlon and ite oewspa-
per took up the issue and demanded
the release of the prisoners, not only
when they were beld by the pollee,
bt alse later, when they wers
placed under military arrest by the
Nnllonal Goard. Eo far as the e¢m-
player4d ware concedatd tae arceet
proved a dnd.

Under Military Arrest
Friday morning, thirty-six hours
after thelr arrest, and with a vug-

rancy charge actaally booked
agalnat them, the prisoners were
hrooght Inte ecowrt, Attorneys

fieldman and Mendow of “Minnea-
polie were on hand with & wolt of
hebeas corpus. But before the vag-
rancy charge could be beand. the
men  ware transferred to Judge
Guildford's court. Thers the city

to belng brought to the guardhouse,
with explicit orders glven the
armed sentloels o “Hhoot to kil 5
they muke a movaé to escape”! lu
the guardbouse, with we explana-
tton glven of the reason for (he ar-
rest, the two were held for another
gix hours.

AL the expiration of this peried
of time, Provost Muorshal Colonel
Elmer MeDevitt entersd she deten-
thon roow and joformed the pris-
oners that they were 1o v released
and ordered to leave the city im-
medistely, Canopon and Bhachiman
Jdumanded (o know what chorges
had been made agalns; them, what
law they were supposcd Lo have
violated. XNo reply was made, and
the deportation order was merely

Drivers Force the

Release ofLeaders

{Continued from Fage 1)
der pretense that there they wounld
be berter cared for. Meanwhile, the
painstaking arrangements of ibe
strikers to take care of thelr own
were destroyed In the elepn-up.

The pretext under which the rald
was undertaken was that the strik-
crs had held o mass mecting oo a
public playgroand fin violation of
military orders. Later, when Brown
and the Dunoe brothers were re-
leased, it was admitted that they
had obialned the necessary permit,

By that (ime the damage bhad
been dome, the strikers had been
driven out of thelr headquarters,
and their leaders locked up in the
military stockade, on the hopa that
this drastic action would bring the
strikers to their knees, The dnsWer
of the strikers was renewed pleket

petivities, awift and resourceful,
againat which the milllary wero
powerless,

In desperatlon, the military next
ralded the offfces of the Ceniral
Labor Union body, selzing files and
dociments.

Slnee the National Guard arrived,
the order Issaing permits to “es-
gentlal” trocks has been more and

more  generously Interpreted —for
the boszes.
Until mow the Guardsmen are

Haying an open scab role, guard-
ing—ns well as they can—scab
trucks of all kinds and descriptions.
Afidavits from workers report that
ple-trucks, trucks bearlng electric
algns, toys, and other non-essential
materials passed the MNatlonal
Gunrdsmen uwnchallenged, while the
pickets were prohibited by steel
bayonets from Interference,

It was the hope of Governor (-
son obvipusly that hiz order should
gradually be extended wuntil all
truck scrvice was restored o nor-
mil under scab operatioun, while
the workers stood by paralyzed and
helpless,

Governor  (Mson's  order read:
“Trucks will move only on military
parmita and pleketing by aotomo-
bilea or otherwise will be complete-
Iy stopped.”

The permita were lsaued at first
under fake slgns and pretenses of
Interstale Commerce, meat and
bread, ete, Untll even this pretense
hag been abandoned,

Bat pleketing by automobiles or
atherwlse, has not been stopped !

It is the greatest tribute to the
militaney of the workers that they
were able to defy Arst the pollee
hullets and now the bayonets of the
MNatlonal Guard,

LThe “Red Issoe" conld not stop
the strike.

The police thugs, the brutal kill-
ing of Ness and Belor, who died
yesterday from his wounpds, could
not stop the sbrike,

Martlal law could not stop the

wtrike,

obviously impossible for us to
violate auny provisions of martial
Inw slnee we were conflned to
eity prison from the time of its
promulgation until the moment of
our military arrest, We know of
oo such outrogeous violation of
constitutional rights in any clty
i Fecent tlmes, Even in Califor-
min, under the role of (he most
reactionary Governor, whoe s an
open mgeat of employers, soch
dastardly deporiations had to be
exeeuted by pald thugs disgulsed
my Vigilantes and In no coss bore
the stamp of civil or military
anthority. It remained for the
city of Minpeapolis and the state
of Minnesoin, under o Farmer-
Labor Governor, to witness such
o procedure which strikes at the
very heart of civil libertles for
which the labor movement and
the progressive farmers, opon
whose support you base yourself,
huve always Tought. We wish to
jpform you that under protest
and agalost our will we are leav-
fng Minpeapolis under the force
and duresg of the Nutlonal Guard
which you command. We demand
of you the immediate revocation
of this despeiic order which s
obvionsly aimed ot the under-
glgned alone, as corvespondents
of the few papers which have
wholeheartedly  supported  the
strika of Local 574 and which s
in o way dezlgned to hamper or
restrict the netivitles of corves-
pondents for papers represcnting
the interests of the employers, (o
say nothing of the Cltlzens AlLi-
ance whom you have publicly
branded as a sinister cligue con-
spiring against the people’s Inter-
eats and responsible for the red-
handed murider of unarmed men.
We Intend to make our appeal
known to labor and libera! forces
of the enfire country and will
make your direct and personal
responsibility known particalarly
to those who have hitherto re-
garded yvour as a progressive and
liberad Governor. We awalt an
immedinte reply In care of our
attorney, Mr, Albert Goldman,
Hampashire Arms Hotel, Minnea-
poliz,
“James P, Cannon, editor,
The Milltmnt
“Max Bhachiman, editor,
The New Internatlomal.”

No reply was ever sent to this|,

message by Goyvernor Olson.  Buat
the bluff td¢ get Bhachiman and
Cannon o leave the city withont
protest, did oot work. Instesd, a
reactlon set In agalnst the outrag-
eopa procedure, OMclals of 674 en-
tered thelr protest with the.Gover-
nor, And the pext morning. the
presg carrled a statement by Olson
declaring that the correspondents
of the “Tory Tribune” as well as
those of the “radical Milltant™
ghould enjor equal rights in  the
clty,

And such as they are, we still
enjoy them, =M. 8.

T

MOONLICHT _EXCURSION

Saturday, August 18th, 1934

5. 5. SEAGATE
Leaving Pler 11, East River, foot Wall St,, st § PM.
' Ticket $1.00

Ausplees: International Workers School, 144 Seecond Aveave, N. X. C.

fnding more comfortable company
gl more agreement with the rese-
tionary trade union officlals than
with the strugeles of the left wing
workers. Inevitably, avd in time,
thiz will tear the workers Lloode
from e Socialist leaders, But that
is not yet the case.

There & however, also anotber
<ile to this gquestion. The Hialin-
izt party lenders have not at all
ponvineed the Socinlist  workers
that they mean their united front
poliey serlously, that they propose
a gennine gnited fromt, Om  the
contrary. They bave done every-
thing in thelr power to divide the
working class und prevent its unity
of action,

While it now uppears that there

i a4 chonge In  orfentatisn  and
methods of the Stalinist leadership
of the party and of the Third 1n-
tarnational, I 18 not o real politi-
cal change. To affect a real change
fu this regpect it would be necessary
to throw overboard the idecloglcal
paggage of the rédent past and to
repudiate moany of iis conceps and
methods,  Firat of all it would be
necesgary to repudiate the spurious
theary of “socinl-fascism™,

1t would be necessary (o repudi-
ate Stalin's axlom that, “social de-
mocracy s oljectively the moderate
wing of fasgelam. They do not ne-
gate one another. They are not
antipodes, but twins"—or s this
giill to be consldered ecorrect? 10
g0 there could mot and there should
not be & united front. No, It is nee-
essary to repudiate it because 1t
hag nothing In common with the
Leninist conceplion of the working
class and its forces.

But it was in following these ri-

bdiculously false ldeas that Manuil-

ghy reported to the Eleventh Oom-
futern plevum that these “in our
gwn ranks who erronesusly el
along the Moe of a belief in the ex-
fstence of n baslc contradiction be-
iween bourgeols demogracy and
fasclam, between the soclal demo-
ceate and Hitles’s party, are harm-
ful and fatal to the Communist
movement.” And the American
party at ite plenum in 1932 defines
as "American soclal-fasclsm (Am-
erican Federatlon of Labor, Soéial-
tgt Purty, parileularly the Muoste
wing with the Lovestone-Cannon
rencgndes).” s that still to be

conpsidered corcect, or was it puee @

and anadulterated fakery?

And let vs ask Wl Muenzcn-
berg, who 1s pow the celebrated
vislior here, was he correct when
he anld In Feb, 1531, “A bloc, or

even an alllance, or even a tempar-
ary joint operation in individoal
actlons  hetween  the Communst

party and the Boclalist party in
Germany agalnst nationnl soclal-
fpm, would forever discredit the
Communist party among the broad
mazses of the workera, tolling peas-
ants and the middle strata, and
draw 1t into decline.'

Is he ready to réepodinte fhat
now? Wi he disavow the old slo-
gan of the German Yonng Commuii-
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Jdat workers facing an  ever

ver at the expense of the working
dgm unity of actlon, Nothlng
wguildl snit the =oclal reformist
eders hetler than thiz, They can
sontinge with impanity theler trea-
herous role of support of hourgeols
Ademoeracy.

It would be illusory to  expect
‘nal these formal united front pro-
posls represent o politieal change
of poliey of the Comintern and its
variong parties, Esszentlally it re-
fects the pressure of the Commun-
more
menacing enemy to which the Stal-
imiat lenders are attempting to ad-
just themselves In n tactical way
instead of glving actunl leadership.
[t represents the pressare due to
the decling of the official Commun=
nlat parties and an efort of the
Senlinfst bureaucrats by means of
wnother petiodienl zig zag to eatab-
lish an alibi for the poast failures
when the genuine united front had
in reality become n life and death
quéstion.  Meanwhile the burean-
crats of the Cominern have become
ao eatronged from an actaal united
front policy that what they propaes
now i= In replity fthe socinl demo-
eratle “non-aggression pact”™ which
spapends eriticlsm, That, of course,
is falze to the core. One of the
Arst eesentiales of & genunine anbted
front iz the freedom of mutaal cri-
Helsm of all participants.

Im the formal united front pro-
poeal made by the CUP.1LE.A., there
g Hated a= one of the aims, “taild-
ing a revelutionary trade unlon
leadership.” Is that possible of
achlevement jointly with the social
democrats?  Obvionsly not.  And
we might alse ask, what role will
the T.U.U.L. rival anlons play in
thig? Hut thers are many moTe
gquestions that the Stalinist lenders
are obliged to answer before they

can begin to convinee a single
worker with the serlousness of
their united front proposal and

even hefore it can become clélr to
their own members and supporters
what they mean.

Are they ready to repudiate their
theory of social-fascism and thelr
declarations of the impermissibllity
of 8 blog with the Socialist parties?
Are they ready to repudiate thelr
spurlons united front from  below
policy?  Are they ready to repundi-
ate thelr actlons: at the Aadizon
Bguare Garden meéeling? Are they
ready to Uguidate their T.U.U.L.
policy of rival unions, which splits
the labor movement, and adopt a
poliey of the militants working
within the mass unions?

These are minlmum requirements
to prove the sincerlty of the nnited
front polley, to prove that the for-
mal offer made means @ genoine
united front. However, mere de-
clarations and mere formal propo-
gils are not sulfclent. It I& Dec-
eneary to adopt a poliey which in
all the practical dally activities of
the Htalinist party proves by deeda
that its interests are ldentical with
those of the working class, that it
has no separate factional motives
and that it means the professed
united frout proposal scriously.

For us thias questlon does not
present  dificulties. We stand
gquiTely for the Leninist united
front polley. We are ready at all
timea to contribute all in onr pow-
er towards a genuine anited front
of Communist and Socialist and
flas trade union organizatlons
againat the attacks vpon the work-
ora by the hosses and thelr govern-
ment, and against the rise of [a8-
cism. In that there must ba pre-
gerred the right of mutual eritlelam

and independence of organlzatlons.

Do not bind vour own hands! There
must be no common platform, buot
agreement on practlcal alma to be
respected and to be honored. To
keep separate banners, but to strike
unitedly must be the ohjective.
—ARNE SWABECK.




