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Stalinist

Ihe White Ferrer

Treachery

in China

Shanghai May 30.—The Telt O
position in China  hoz  repentedly
suffered heavy blows from Phe Kue-
mintang rewetion.  Working ander
conditions of [llegality, muny of lts
members have heen arcested, jailed
and tortured.  Home have dicd i
jail.  irthers are dylng.

Ton Jualy, 1831, within o week of
the conference which resulted in
the fuslon of the four then-existing
Laft Oppositlon groaps, the entlee
execnlive commitbes, with the ex-
coption of comrwde Chen Da-hsin
amd two obtbwer members, was  ar-
resfis] In the Internationnl Seitle-
et b Shanghoni,

The next heavy blow wax steack
in Beptember, 132 whoen Chen [w-
h=in and ten members of Lhe sleang-
bl distriet commiites woerne arrest-
el Other members of the Left Op-
positlon have slece beco  arresied
amd a large number are new -
itishing in the jails of the Koumin-
tang in various parts of China.

' Chinese HStalinlsts have been
b puot fo it to explain bow it
conld happen that “comnler-revoln-
thomary ‘Trotshyists"—aml =0 many
of [hem—lhave fgllen vielim fo the
Kuomintang coanber - revodotionary
white terror. Being anable to ex-
1lalin, Illﬂj‘ have slnmdered, AL the
timir of Comrade Chenr Do-hsiun's ar-
rest they cirenlated the infamon=ly-
Iying report that eomeade Chen had
been summoned 1o Hankow for a
“ponferance” with Chiong Kei-shelk,
thereby  bImplying that  comrade
Chess Dmd toened tradtor and capi-
tnlaved to the Kuomintanig.

Tha Trinl of Chen

Thizs bascless  shoopder was e
venled in bt troe dimensions when
comeade Chen Due-lsin wais broowght
refore o Nanking court and sen-
tenced] to thirteen years" imprison-
ment for his revolutionary activity
wit Dol af tlee LaefL l_]|lj_r|:n';dit|.-ull.
‘Througheut his trinl, comrade Chen
deportidd himself azx o  commanist
shopld. His attioede was one of
splendid  revolutiowary  letransig-
canee in defense of his communist
principles. Far from bowlng te and
copliuluting before his captors, he
hirled  Fevoliatlonary  delancee o
thefr tecth.

Comrade Clen's splendid aod in-
spiving attitude In the face of an
almost certaln prospect of Lorture
and death stands out in amazingly
murked contrast to the gtiitude of
st of the leuling Siallolsts who
have fullen into the clutehes of the
Kuomintang dorlng the past two
VOOrH, Ay af whom wene anmong
thes  poiziest in denouncing the
“vonnter-revolutionary Trotskyists",
Thelr record Is oo long list of cape
itulations amd betrayals, which In
the past yenr develops] §nbo o ver-
itable avalanehe.

When men and women are sub-
mitted fo the vilest physleal tor-
tures the human mind can conceive,
when their bodies have [EET]
wracked beyond  the  endurance
point, submission and capltulation
to thelr tormentors and even the
betrayal of vomrades i3 understand-
able, Hut terture i one of the aa-
prome  tests of & revelutionory,
Unly those of the finest revolution
ary fiber are able to endure ik—Iif
nevessary to the death—and stand
Hrmly on thelr principles,

Persecution of Communists

Chis fact gives us & measore by
which te gouge the caliber of the
present-day  Communist Parcty  of
China, Ever since the frigmph of
the bourgesis counter-révolutiod io
1827, the party and f(ta members
have been subjected o o vicious
persecution, Unnumbered and
pomeless thonsands have filled the
Joulls of the Kuomiotang, Some
have been shot or beheaded or buor-
fed wlive., Others bave died under
torfure or from dizeaze, Yoo othoers
Hager on in Jall, elinging to x 1ife
that s worse than death.

In the early years of the Kuo-
mintang white terror, almoest in-
stant execution was the fate of ar-
reated communizts. Batb  latterly
the Kuomintang has seen the vnloe
of supplementing its campalgn for
the physieal extermination of the
communixis by an deologieal chm-
patign agninst Commupism.

And who should be more fitted to
conduet such an ideolegival cam-
prign than the communists tlhem-
zelves? Thus for the old method
of instant execntion fhe Kuomin-
lang substiluted & system of wheed-
lng aod bribking arrested Commu-
nists te capitwlate publicly (o the
reling reglme, Lo renounce  their
revelutionary pest, to engage in
counter - revolutionary propagnnds
agalnst communigm, and to betray
former comrades.

Rialinist Capltulators

Sod to relate, the Kuomintung
has made many congoesis  along
this Hoe. One of the first and in
some ways most nolable exampe
was that of Huang Plog, a leading
meembier of the central committes of
the Chinese Communist Party who
was arrested in 1932 Under tor-
ture he eapitulated to the Kuomin-.
tang and permitied . publication of
m statement in which he repudiated
hiz entire revolutlonary past.

A food of fresh ‘capitulations
gpon followad. In Peiping, batches
of ex-Communist Party members
appeared ot public meetings in the
parks and on city squares and un-
der Kuomintang ansplees denouneed
communlsm hefore large crowds of
people.  Some of [hess reoegades,
very obviously, had been awalting

an appectunily o capltulate, to be-
tray, to =cll ok, They did not wait
for avrest, but voluntarily sorren-
ilersl sined offered thelr services to
the Koomintang.

some of them  were rewarded
with comfortable government jobs,
A petable example s that of @
yonth wamed Feng Ta of the stu-
dent-intellectunl type, whe within
this  writer's persopul  koowledge
cililea]l fur m considerable time the
Chilnesis Workers'  Correspond emnee,
u mlineographed bulletin which the
Clhipese  Communi=t  Party  Issued
aml continues to i=soe malnly for
distribwtion  abroad, (1t is  this
publication which supplies the ex-
aggeraled pecounts of 0. 1% “spe-
it o wihiclh  serilbexs of the
Comibutern  ba Moscow  pnd  elsas
whare baise Uheir Falsely optimistic
acconnls gl vstimates of the Chin-
e sitostion ow! which helps e
cure the continmenee of Che Comin-
perm snbsbdy to the COPAS)

A Despieable Betrayal

Fong "o mew olds o government
Jueli i NamKking, a2 reward of one of
Lhe anost dastaridly amd despicable
Irefrayil= on record,  He betraved
Ting Ling, China's most outstand-
i mivl writer amd a ploneer in the
developanent of Chivese proletarion
litereture, b0 the white terror
agenls ol the Kuemintang., Ting
Ling's losbaond, Hu Yeb-plegg, alsoe
w perodninent revolutionary  writer,
was burbed alive with four other
wrilers und poets al Lunghua pris-
ual, Hhonghai, on Febroary 7, 1881,
From that time the cemmunist Feog
had been her intimate freiend. Ee
swnitngly  remained a fefemd aoeil
Aay b =t yenr. Un that date
B alirectal Koomintang agents to
bier hani=e I Shanghak  (she had
liveal secredly sioee the killing of
bzr st ),

Fuor over o year Uing Ling's fate
letnz Bewnn slivonded fn mysteey, Hhe
wit: kidmapgusl from her house in
thus Boternutiomel  =Setthement and
dismpgeeared, leaving not a  trace.
Althongh  there are repofis
currenl-=obyimesly Komniotang-in-
sired—that she bas been released,
no word lmE been recelved from
her. “Uhasre ave good megsons  for
buelicving fhat she woas killed by her
captors.  Bot  her  betrayer, the
Stalivist  Feog Two, meanwhile en-!
Jurs the [roits of bis treachery.

Nemesis of a Traitor

It is of interest to mention that
thes pudlice fuspector who with Feng
Ta's guwlelanee carried out the kid-
et ppaiing of ‘Clog Ling, & mon napmed
Al Clio-wa, was himsell ool long
st an goood Stalinist member of the
Chine=e Commuonist  Party. Mo
turmed traltor and was rewarded
by fhee Rommintang with the job of
bt of thee Special Division of the
Bureauw of Fuablic Safety (polics).
Tl work of this Special Divislon 1s
the huuting down of Communists
gl pther opponents of the Kaomin-
tang povarnment. An appropriste
miziie fasr s appropelate task! Ma's
caveer as o policeman did not last
very  long, however,  Ooe  month
after Tiog Ling's disappearsnce he
wire vlddled with bullets just as he
wax about to enier g brothel in the
Infernntional Scitlement,

Cupltulations to the Koomintang
aml betrayalz of former comrades
are ek, De b metel, eommon in the
lower ranks of the party (insofar as
there are any longer uny lower
ranks). ‘The copitulators are party
et ionaries, often holding leading
positlons.  Within  the st five
wiek= geven sneh capitulations have
e recorded, as follows :

T=unng Kingteh—secrotary of the
China zection of the Interoe-
thonal Hed Ald.

Chen Yang-chao — head  of the
Cliinese Copnmnnist Party.

Channg, Chi-yung—director of the
irgunbentlonal Department of
e Kinngsu Provincial Com-
mitter of the Chimess Comm.
ni=g ey,

Lin Wen-hslang—a party member
nidl  sicrelary  and execative

peemdeer of, the  party-controlled
Ahanghal Laboer Unlon.

Yai Woel—a woman member af
the party  engaged In work
NN Wonen.,

Fang Yuen-ming—editor of the
pariy's trade unlon orgam,

Lin Chi-hsla—leseribed as an im-
porinnt member of the party.

Voluntary Surrenders

T all but the case of Fang Yuen-
ming. the Individnals named sur-
vondered voluntarily to the Koo-
mintang mutherities and wrote or
signed statements ropudiating their
past. Hpeaking of the entire period
in which eapitulations to the Kuoo-
mintane have been common, B is
waorth while recording that in a
lwrge number of Instances the cap-
itwlators have been pergons  who
recelved thele communist sducation
amd training in Staliniat  instito-
thoms in Moscow, and whoe have ¢x-
celled in the nsusl stereotyped ab-
nze of the “connter-revolutitonary
Trofakyists",

The fact: eited above are In
themselves sulliciently revealing of
the degenerney of Ehe leading cadrea
of the Stalinlst party in China, of
thee fact that the apparatus ls in
the hands of unprineipled careerlst
functlonnries,

ot much more is revenled by the
present avalanehe of capitulations,
Thera =tand=z out a3 clear g day-
light o current of bitter disiilusion-
ment at the bankroptey of the Stal-

|

themselves speak:
“Testimony™ of Traitors

Firat we will glve the Hoor to
Lin Wen-hsiong, one of the capitu-
lators llated above, whose declara-
tlon apqeared In the Hhanghal Sl
Wen Pao On April 256, It reads, in
part, as fullows:

“I was formerly a printer work-
ing In the printing works of the
Peiplng Onance ministry for more
thun ten years, Only at the begin-
ning of this year did I come to
shanghai, Because 1 have long felt
the Bitleroes=s in the llves of the
workers I struggled for thelr inter-
eats. Hlonee 1 was born in the North
[ wos especially bitter sgainst the
Japanese, After joining the Com-
mundst urty [ often held lmportant
positions, ot there were often times
when 1 wias wieerlaln and hewild-
wred, o,

*o o o 1 sincerely belleve that the
change In my lleas and the surren-
der of many Important members of
the Commenlst Party are net acci-
diental, This I8 duoe to the bank-
ruptey of the Communist Party. It
represents tuening from  bewilder-
ment (o the right path. .

. o« In Bhanghal the labor wnlon
under my leadership §s supposesd Lo
b= Lhe Irl.g wirnpaen in the Aght for
thee prodetariat, There is not a sing-
le henlthy smoll  organlzation  or
branch. It s impossible to organ-
ize strikes and stroggles every tlme,
But the communists still boast of
thcir own strength. The bankrupt-
cy of the ommunists does oot be-
gln now, It dates from the time
they  proclaimed the policy of -
surrection. S50 doring the past fow
yeurs the politieal Hoe wis eliber
right or left and pevir on the right
tranck. But all these mistakes are
not aceidental. . . "

Another Capitulator Speaks

MNow let us hear Fung Yuen-ming,
whose  statement  of  copitulstion
wius  publlshed  in the Shoanghal
Morning Post of May 17:

" .. during my long politienl 1ife
I have fell mysell wandering to-
ward extinetlon. Rapecially my fivi
years in the Commuoni=t vty led
me to belleve that € §s wrecking
the Chinese revolution . amd  the
Chiness race, The central ldea of
the communists i3 the claas sirug-
gle.  Clazs warfare above roeial
welfare, . . .

. . . AL a time when the country
is going te be anlfied, the commun-
izts are shouting loanlly for “vietory
In one or o few provinces” They
are proctisiog the feadal dea of
trylng to get hold of a few provine-
es. Hecause of such political mis-
takes in the purty and the many
intriguwes, right after the Jopaness
invasion of Manchurin the commu-
nist orgonizations declined along
with the confidence of the masses
in them, . . .

=L o il territovies of (his JRedd
aedits  fxoeenlle] Sovier  dizlelcis

Ly are grodually becoming small-
e and smaller. .

“Lat wx take o leok uat Shangbai
whiely fhe communi=ts think of as
tha: “capital of The mon-progsec {a=id
class” wnid also where commonists
have put in thele full encergles in
thelr work. Ilow abouwt the com-
mnisl orgunizations in this part of
Chinu HMHow muny branch orgun-
jfzations are really working  and
holding mecting=?  In the Green
Laibor Union 1) of the commin-
ists, except for a few non-workers
ronining  beve and there, there ia
practically ol o =siogle healthy
brapch orgnnization, As o the rest
af  the communist  erggnizations,
ke the Auotwal Ald Soclety (ed
Al L. p,  fhe  fAuti-lmperlnli=zt
Lapgwe, Laft Writers” League, ote,
thsse are only names for memories.
There are no 2uch organizations, | .

“Hefore 1 wias areesbed I oalready
Daal wn idea of sorrendering,  Alber
varoful deliberatton I know that 1
was travelling the wrong road, . . ,"*

Depenecracy of Stalinism

it hax for §ong been clear thot
from o party whode moembers havi
flrst to enpltulate to the counter-
revolurion before [hey con gecuroe
un opporinnily fo eriticize the party
Hime, there b nothldng to s expectol
bt Fresh erime=s aod blonders. In
thee degenerney of Stalinizm, in the
wholeanle surresiler of its lendors
to tle poseetion, we are wilnessing
thas retting of a politienl corpese, the
gorrnpdien of which stinks to high
{ETEYEITR

Tl Chinese Laoft Opposition will
wiasie o bears over it Liesbedad,
witlh acdded encrgy and determing-

then, B will procese] fo the yrgent

task of ilding the Chinese seetion

of the Fourth Internoticnl,
—LUCIFER.

Business Slows Down

Htundord  Hiatisties Comgany of
Mew York cuveently comimenl= as
follows @

“Evidences of a =lowhng down in
the rate of bnsine<s oelivity  hoave
pentinned to mconmulate with the
pending  ewrtallment of produection
seliedules at cotton mills and other
fexiile phiants g bslzecding inn ghis
respect.,  Moreover, steel operalions
have receded from the recent high
level, In eellietion of the relatively
Beivy storks on loaed gl smaller
ordorsf rom tho antomobile indps.
try. Bullding contrmet awnrds also
himwe declines) forblner,”

Heusonul curtallment is beeoming
more apperent fo 2tecl, metor and
greislnaet o,

Thes ilmily  average  voluome  of
Federnl Heserve bank eredit  oof-
stamling durlng ifhe  week  ended
May =b, as reported by the Federal
Hueserve bunks, wos 204 T0,000HEE
i decreanse of TG0 conpurid
with thad precedine  weck,

Bauk clearings o twenly-two
leading cifies for the week ended
May =23 mmountol Do S48 005 (K8
spminat  F4AH4 G0LARH)  Bast oweelk,
again reflecting mpldly  decreasing

Dusiness acliviny,

The HMan on the fl;lnu 'I'l"ﬂw_l_!

ppray———t ey

The Record of Bill Dunne

“He floors through the alr

“With tlee grestest of ease—

“I'hat darlng young man

“Om the fiving trapese,

“His motiens are grocefol . . .
—A Cnrrent Ballad.

No man shonkl b repropched for
oot being qualifed in every domalino,
for mo man can bhe. But o man who
i= thoroughly at home on & (PADeEe
bar should not alwavs venture julo
the Held of politics, especially when
workers are Involved In an impor-
tant struggle. We are far from
#uying that a trupeze bar has no
MHace anywhere, I has aod it
enght to stay there. We doe  sdy,
however, that o man may b= gkiiled
in swinging it yet hi may not nee-
esmirily be m worth-while eritlc of
trade union policy, Notb alwaeys, at
nmy rafe. Aod Willlam F. Dunne
in the Daily Workier i a case in
podnt.

When Dunne lanoched his blood-
curling attack upon the Trotskyists
amd the Ainneapolls teamsters
strike o couple of weeks ago in the
Dally Weorker, no reader but had to
ask bimsell: “Who §s the man that
gpeaks with such furious majesty
of convictlon and authority? He
must b a person net ooly entitied
tov such snvage criticism, but cap-
able of pursulng such a course in
the trade unlons and thelr strug-
glis us would make it worth while
for me to listen to his strictures,
hwwever funtastic they may secm
tq be at frst Dlush”  Those whao
kwew [hie oritic hetier, shook thelr
hemls pltyingly. “Just apnother ong
af Ihmne's serfals, Into which he
throws himself with all the great-
vr abonodon and violenece the greater
were the errers he made ln the last
e, But oven worse thon osoal
li % trylng to rehabilltate himself

in  Browider's eves by degrading
himself in  the cheap struggle
againat  “Trotskyism’., ‘Tomorrow

he'll fmprove matters by another
serlal after having completely for-
gotien the precodlng one

Dnne's muain  attock i8  bosed
wpon the fact that the Minneapolis
strike did oot lend to an uprlsing,
or at the very least the overthrow
of Governor Olson of Minneasofa,
A very radical man, you will say,
BHut he wis oot always so radieal,
not alwars, “I0 seems o me”" he
onee weobte in oo gentler frame of
mind, “that there has been enongh
cxperimenting with Ideal forms of
wionism in the metal mining in-
dustry to satisfy the most asside-
ous secker of new types of organ-
imabbpn, The som total of (hess
eforta is the conditions I have de-
seribedd, the inevitable result of
action based on the mistaken belief
that a union of wage-workers can
comluet ffself in oo revolotionary
rutinaer at all times, still retain job
contrel oud refraln from any Codi-

The Wisconsin State Socialist Party Couvention

The: Hoolalizt Parviy of Wiseoasin
odopted & state platform, June 17,
at the state convention, which re-
veuls a completely reformist posi-
thon. Hinee the Wisconsin delega-
iten was the largest gronp supporl-
ing the  “leftlst™  Doecluration of
Prineiples adopted at the recent na-
tlomal convention, and the state
conventlon reaffirmed its  delega-
tlon's suppoert of (he Declaration,
the new platform  shows  exactly
how the Wisconsin Socinlisiz inler-
pret the cmbiguons centrist phrages
af the Dvvlarmtior,

The paragraph bn the Matform on
ihie unltimate aima of the Socialist
Party Jiffers not in the slightost
from the well-worn “democratic so-
clalism™ of the Old Guard, “The
Sopclallst Party proposes to abolish
the profit saystem and establish in
itg plaee.a real co-operative com-
monwenlth, based upon serviee o
End instead of prodt™, e ete
The posalbilitiez of war, [ascism,
or “collapse of eapltalism”, which
the Declaration of Priociples sug-
gosts as gliuations in which the H5o-
clallat Party would change 8 pe-
formist tactics, are possibilities not

gven hinted at in the Wisconsin
Platform,
Hevolutionisi and Heformist
Posltions

The ambiguous phrases in  the
Dieclaration, which might lead some
people to think that the Socialist
Party is breaking with the reform-
fut doctrine of “growing inte social-
fam™ vla bourgeols democracy, re-
ceive an unambiguous definition so
far as the Wiseconsin Socinlists are
congerned.  The dividing line be-
tween the revolutioniat and the re-
formist s in their differing coneep-
tinms of the nature of the transitlon
frem eapltallzm to soclallsm.  The
revolutlondst declares that, after
mbtlizing bourgeols democracy to its
utmost, 1t §s nevertheless no insiro-
ment for doing away wilth capital-
lam. ‘This requlres the revolution-
ary dictatorship of the proletariat,
which is the teansition from capl-
talism to socializam. Among the
ways we ntillze bourgeols democra-
cy 1a to fight for the immediate de-
mands of the workers, n fight which
not only wina provision for imme-
diate meeds of the workers, bat,
much more important, teaches them
to fight, and boilds thelr strength,
thus bringing nearer the transition-
nl  digtatorship. In eontrast to
this revolutlonary posltlon, the owt-

Inist Party. Let the capitulators

right reformist says that bourgeois

denoeraey i3 the instrumment for gl
preacelul transitien from capitalism
1 secinlizna.

Wisconsin Reformism

fhls  fomedamental  guestion,
"lniform  takes an
ununbigueusly  refermistp  esithon.
Heferring to (he mmediate  de-
manids to be somght for wmder enge-
italizm, it says “There are many
wiays inowhich the ot of the work-
er amd farmer coun e noede easier
during the transition from eapital-
i to seckalism.™ 10 anyone slonld
siill think that Wikconsin's vobe [or
the  Dedlaration  of  Priociples
menns that Wisconsin has  ccasel
i believe ihat the ballot box will
wheer in socielism, let him read the
convintion’s resolution ou the Pro-
gressive I'arty, which =aws; “Join
tle SBocialist Party, vole the Soelal-
ist ticket, mml sweep the forces of
reaction inte oblivion amd substituie
for them representatives of  your
own class.”

The whole Matform reeks of nor-
row acctionallsm, az 1f Wisconsin
Socialist: were ont ta bofld social-
iz ko one #lale, Elxeepk for o
phrase that the “Hocinlist Favty- of
Wisconsin is proud to be part of
the National Soeislist Party®, and
verlkil recognitlon of the fact that
L _E'IT-IIhIHII:I: ig ntiongl—and not
evan vorbal recognition of the fact
that the problem s Internationol—
the Platform haz ne planks in 0
ather than those dealing with Wis-
comsin,  The chief planks reveal,
just ms= clearly ns the Plotform™s
general principles, that the Soclal-
f2ta do not aln at bullding  the
poowed of the workingelass in pre-
parition for revolutionnry  over-
theow, but are primarcily  interested
in reforming capdituelizm,

Flanks of Platform

Thus the-fArst three planks are:
1. “A constitutional amendment bo
enable the atate government to cn-
gage in oany industry or buslness
necessacy  te the  welfare of the
people 2 State-owned  elecirie
powWor,

LI
Ll Wiscunsin

3. A state-ownped bank.

In conteast to such reformist de-
mands, a workingelazs party gen-
winely  interested  in revolutlon
would concentrate on two kinds of
immediate lasues: 1. Immediate de-
mand=, ncluding especially nnem-
ployment insurance at the sxpense
of the government and the bosses—
fegues around which to bolld work-
ors” struggles, from which wbould
grow  workers' orgonfzations, and

of workerds such as free speech,
free press, free assemblage, right
to organize, picket, etc. These di-
mands also are the basea or the
orgenlantion of mazs straggles Lo
build workers' orgunizutions,
The Wiseonsin Platform contajns
no planks dealing with Issocs of
demaecratie vights, Nor does it give
a eentral place to the question of
pnemployment Insuranee ot the ex-
pense of the bosses and govern-
ment, but lumps unemployment in-
surance together with other issues
In ooe vagee formuln which plays
into the hands of every fake “pro-
gram of secial insurance”,  All it
has to say is: “An extensibn of
atate insprance to include all the
rlsks to which the worker and
fnrmer Is subjected.”
In lime with thelr usual oppor-
tnnisme, and degpite sirong protests
from n large section of the dele-
pates, the conventlon chose as the
gandidate for governor, George Nel-
son, a4 prominent farmer who had
prly left the La Follette Progres-
sives after thelr convention a few
weeks ago.  Like any  bourgeois
party looking f[or sectional voles,
i Wisconsin Soclalists  picked
candidates to represent all sectlons
of the =i, and even boasted about
this fatwouns concession to seetionul
{15 LI [
A Taoueh of Fares

A tonch of real farce was sup
plied to the proceedings and the
Platform by an amendment from
the floor by Max Haskin, Mayor
Hoan's Milwankee city sttorney.
This amendment tacked on to the
thoronghly reformist platform  the
following chosing paragraph :
“In the event the pespls of the
State of Wisconsin by majority
vate endorse this  platform. and
therenfter the vested interests by
foree pefuse to yield to the mandate
af the people, we pledge our lives,
our fortunes amd our =acred honor
fo its aceomplishment.™

Thiz, certainly, 18 & lovely bit of

“revolutionary™ bombast to finish
off zuch an absurdly timid Plat-
form.

The final kit of comedy was fur-
nished by Andrew J, Blemiller, sec-
retary of the convention and one of
the leaders of the “Militants™ ot
Detroit.  Said Biomiller in his col-
wmn in the Milwaonkee Leader:

“Nover has there been g more im-
partant aod significant convention.”

Never? Well, hardly ever,

shape of agreemdents, ebe o, 0 04
miss organization of the workers
in the metal mining indastry con be
built only by systematic planning,
the enlisting of the sopport of every
gection of the Inber movement cons
nected with the industry coupled
with o widespread publicity coam-
paign. 1t cunmot b done by giving
the mine workers the problem  of
the overthrow of fhe capitalist sys-
tem o consider while attempting
o organize them arcund thelr job
interests.  For the minority of the
clasg-consclous workers thizs iz all
right but it hag mo et whatzo-
ever upan the great mess of the
miners (who at present ave fofer-
astid only in seme relief from the
oppresgive conditions onder which
thoy work) excepl o frighten
them."

This was written sither in the
First or the Second Perlod, bu
certainly not In the Thied, for it
appears] in the Labor Herpald of
Febroary 1824 (p. 15) where it can
gtill be found ss o remindoer of
what Htalinism can do with a enee
perfectly level-headed traade unlon-
fat. At that tlme Doone lsd not
it entered s Herinl Peried, He
merely wrote his articles regularly
about those sobjects on which he
had something to =say, It was only
later that he was gripped by the
relentless Spirlt which apparenily
compelled him to wrlte serials,
runging in length anywhere from
glx to twelve conzecutive articles,
increp=ingly adormed with erndiie
quetutions from the thind volune
of “Idas Kapital”, on every coencely-
able gquestion of the day. Bubbling
over in  guantity, hiz peodoct
thinmed down in guality aotil e
Intter completely disappesred, leav-
ing only shapeless mass.

With lmpetuoslty as his  qlistio-
gulshing mark, he jumped in every-
where without bothering to reflect
wb his theme.  Year by year the sad
vl beame increasingly evident,
untll today bls  ebservations, aod
above all his eritlelams o feade
union policy, have repehed the polnt
whare they aren’t worth o pinch of
anoff., A few cxamples 1ifted out
of the bewildering muliitude of lLils
uncollected works will suthce to (-
lustrate,

Thi: Trotskyists, e il remember-
ed again, were not Hed enough for

Dunne, but he was not always 804 hgppnusing

pacticular, In 1025, o whole see-
tion of the British labor borexu-
cracy declded to boy itzelf off from
a Leftward movement n the ranks
of the traide unpions by making a
pilgeimage to Mozcow and writing
{or having written for them) a re
port which =poke favorably nbodt
the SBovicts, however mpuch  they
emphasized that L might b wlrighil
for backward Husziuns but 1t would
b bnconcelvible for wpright Hreit-
ans.  Just as lmpetuously as  he
polls over on to the ‘Trotakyists
today, so did Imaooe: bubble over
norestrainedly over Moesirs. Purecl]
and Co, I 125

“Conservative, schoolid o the
lovesd Intricacics of Hritish  demo-
cracy which keeps u king for the
sake of contrast [¥], ourtured in
the bellef that the world outslde is
furll of howling savages, brought up
b reverenes The rlgid moral code
of nop-conformism, & has yei pe-
mained for the British trade uniomn-
igt= to bring the Bussinn revolulion
3000 miles eloser to the masses of
organized workers of the Anglo-
Baxon nations than has been done
heretafere. . . . Ib (the report) s
wonderful In Its dignified Britizsh
fashiom, uohurried, c¢aroefal, e
strained [unlike Duans!], decu-
mented and beautifully dispaz=zion-
ate, 10 might be o report on hoeus-
ing conditions read before the local
group of trade union secretaries at
their monthly mecting, . . . They
apparently thought there wies oo one
but outright imperlalista like Lord
Curzon who would object to the
truth about Hoviet Russin. Having
found otherwise they are now strik-
ing back at their traducers with
right good-will. In defending them-
gelves they have had to defeod
Bovier Hussin, the Hed Internation-
al of Labor Unioms, Warld Trode
Union Umity and to some extent
even the Communist International.
I may be bheside the point bmt it
appears that these staid British
trade unfon officials have somewhat
enjoyed deing this” [(Willlam F.
Dunne, Revolution in Trade Union
Terms. Workers Monthly, May
1025, pp. 205-2M)

What s not beside the polnt l=
that 1f Poreell ever remd Dunpe's
appreciation of him, he muost sarely
have enjoyed it. Looplng his way
through the atmosphere of words
te hle mext trapeze, still pursaing
the Hight Honorable and Mozt
Revolutionery Defender of the Com-
munizt Internationnl, A. A. urecll,
wi next find Dunne in o more sol-
cmn mopd as befits a solemn ocon-
siom ;

“At the Atlantie City conventlon
there ccenrred an event of historie
importance to the American work-
ing class,*™

Historie importapce! We swal-
low breathlessly as he shoots to a
new bar: “Just as the publication
of the Britlsh Trade Union Report
on Rusala marked the sweep of the
tremendons Infleence of the Russian
revolutlon inta the British Iabor
movement, so did the visic of o
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cell, an fraternal delegate from the

promise with the employers i the |

British ‘Trade Union Congress to
the A, . of . convention, mark
the begloning of a new perled i
American labor history.” (Willlam
F. Dunne, The A, F., of L. and
Waorld ‘Urncle Union Unity, Workers
Monthly, December 1925, p. 85.)

The working class never poticed
Lthis "wew peried in Amerlean labor
history™, and if it did, it got ovear
it right gquickly, But not so Donne.
His faith In the revolutionary vic-
s of Purcell remained undimin-
iglial amnd pndimmed for months to
conws.  And such is the power of
fuith, thai it blinded Duone to the
dilfercnee between victory and de-
feat, between loyalty te labor and
treachery. For on the day when
Parcell, IMieks, Citrine and thelr
ik stabbed the Britlsh general
strike in the back, the Daily Work-
or, under Dunne’s edltorlal diree-
Lion, ecarried the following head-
limes: “RBRITISIE STRIKE FORC-
B GUOVERNMENT RETREAT
aml “ROVERNMENT CONCEDES
MATON POINTSY, and in his own
fromt page oditorial ecalled "“The
British Government Backs Down™,
aur frmide wnkon -epecialist  wrote
Irinmpluently :

“The British labor movement has
won g partial victory. . . .

“KEven the correspondents of the
American capitalist press are foreed
to concede that the withdmwal of
(e lowhout notices by the mine-
i liers, thele agreement to continne
e ald wage semle And resume De-
gotintions awd  the government's
promise (o continue the subszsldy to
e coenl fmlustry, all occurring be-
fore the general strike was called
off, 1= a retreat for the Baldwin re-
glme (Dally Worker, May 13,
192k, )

No condemnation of Porcell for
lving called off the strike without
orerthrowing  Baldwin,  Pureell,
you s, was not A Trobskyist io
Minneapelis, bot a defender of the
Communist  Internatlonal, which
matle It lmpossible for Dunne to bell
the difference befween g peirtial
vietory abd o betrayal. It Is troe
e mode gp for it within twenty-
feniy hours, but mot withont the ald
af G, Zinoviev, whose Moscow
spesch denonneing the calllng off of
ihe sirike as o betrayal, was cabled
lo Mew York to appear In the Dally
Worker on May 14, and to produce
pre of the most awkward and em-
loop-the-loop  Alp-Bops
ever performed on the  editorial
trapeze.  Proise for Porcell gave
wity to imprecations, for the oo
type operator will set op for your
paper anything vou write, as dem-
onstrated again by Donne's Minne-
apolis  articles, Only this thoe,
insgtead of enlling a  betrayel @
martial victory, azs he did io 1824,
e calls a partial victory a betrayal.
We call henven and earth o wit-
ness; here §s an ominently qualified
mn !

We skip generopsly by the year

19205, during which Donne proposed
in the party’s Politleal Bureau that
no known Communist should speak
during the Passale textile atrike
ledt it e compromised in Bl
Gireen's eves, and come te the sarly
part of 1827, when by a brilllant
tour de fores, he Jumped through &
pueper hoop and accompliahed noth.
fng less than a wide-open aplit in
thiz  lemdershlp of the Amerlean
Federation of Labor, something
which no other artist had dooe for
vears baefore, nor sinee,
It was durlng the antl-Red herasy
hunt of the A, F. of L. officlaldom
in the Leflt wing-controlled furriers’
nnion of New York that Doooe peT-
orm] hiz breath-taking feat of
driving a wedge between Willlam
Green and Matthew Waoll and pro-
posiug te the former to lead a cru-
=nde of righteouspess agaloat the
Intter with the aupport of all men
honest god troe, Dunne's eforts,
it Is true, went unapprecinted, both
Ly Girean and the Communiat party
membership which took weaks to
get over the convulsions of laughter
which assaailed lt. The gem de-
serves to be dusted out of the ar-
chives, If only to se¢ that when
[hnne speaks on a trade unlon
problem, It ig jn order to stop,
ligten—aml lavgh :

“We are of the opinlon that the
apeeches of Green and Waoll indicats
i diferenee on polley. Green s
nol wholeheartedly in favor of the
campaign aml the way it I8 belng
condoeted. In addition to this Woell
13 walng the drive agalpnst the. Left
to corry fnvor with the capitalist
elements i the Clvie Federation
and 1o appeat as the most milltast
champion of 100 parcent American
trade unlonlzm. 'Woll s carrying
out the poliey of the Roman Cath-
olic hierarchy and the Militla of
Christ in the labor movement. He
hoepes to rally to his support & salid
hlpe of reaction that will pot him
in the posaition Greep now holds,

“If Green were not a weakling
and compromlsed by a nomber of
shaiy ap=seciations he could easily
rally every honest element i the
labor movement to bls support on &
program of frecdom for political ex-
presaion and trade nolonlsm  free
from religions and capltallst party
contral. Falllng thia, with the con-
tinual rise of energetle reactlon in
officfal elecles, Green ls doomed to
defeat.” (Willlam F. Dunoe, Dally
Worker, March 24, 1927.)

—8.

{Continued in next lsauoe)




