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The Burning Ques'tion In

France

Towards Opportunism or Towards Marxism --- There Is No Other Road

CONYERSATION WITH A COM-
RADE FROM THE SAINT-DENIS
DISTRICT

After the events in Germany,
Doriot, foundation member of the
Communist party of Frunce and
& member ol its Central Commit-
tee, reguested a wide discusslon
In the party on the unlted front
question and a revision of its io-
saoe policy of “unlted front from
below™. ‘The Central Commities
dared not bring this question loto
the ¢pen and tried to "inHuoencees'
Dwpriot by u combination of cajol-
ary and threats. All the attempls
to gel o bearing in the party
press, (o have his polnt of view
preseoted to the party member-
ship having falled, and realizing
that the alm of the party appa-
ratus was to lsolate him complete-
ly from the membership, Doriot
made his vicws puoblic o the
piper, LEmancipalion. This
brought matters to a show-down.
Dorlot found himself eutside the
official party but carried the
whole district Baiol-Depis (aboul
400 members) with bim,

The party apparatus 15 crack-
ing under the preszare of the
rank and file, clamoring for real
uoity of action of the proletariat
in srroggle aguinet Cascism. Saint-
Imenis tore ftself away from the
official party. but whither iz it
golpg? In the brilllant article
reprioted below from our Freoch
vrgan, La Yerite, the author indi-
cates the road it should follow.
Tr. oobe—3.W.}

—If ona 18 w believe L"Humsan-
He, you are following us inig “‘the
camp of the counter-revolution”, o
that cose when are yoo scheduled
for expulslon from the Commuanist
FParty? And what do you think of
dolog?

—A8 to our expulsion, the Cen-
tral Committes will not be long in
prouncuncing 1t. For the 3Saiot-
Inends distriet decided by owver F30
vodes apgalnst just a bandfol o
break of relatlons from now on
with the party leadership. What
will we do? Give life to oor Vigi-
lanece Committes and help the work-
#ra to establish more of them
throoghout the whole country to
reafst fasclam.

For Unity There Must be a
Vanguard Farty

—To realize the unlty of action
of the workers, 18 wvery [ime; we
support yon oo this polnt for which
we hiave been fghtlng for & number
of years (you recall the German
events). To fAght, the working
clags peeds unity despite all s
political divisions: reformists and
revolutipnigts must close ranks,
But if you break with the Commu-
pist Party becaus¢ it tranmples the
teachings of Lenin on the United
Front, I do not belleve that you
wint to trample the teachings of
Lenin on the goestlon of the party.
If a party which calls itself Com-
munlst, if the Third Intermational
i no longer the organleation of the
Marxist vapguard of the proletar-
lat, It in pecessary to bulld a new
party and & Fourth Internatiopal.
Will your district haroess itself to
this task?

—We do not want to trample the
teachings of Lenin, but we refuse
to follow you In the bullding of o

party and of an Ioternatiopal.
These organizations cannot be set-
up arbitrarily.

—I1 agres with you that it is
harmiful to set up organlzstions ar-
bltrarily ; that s why we, the Com-
muolst Leagae, have combatted the
Amsterdam-Pleyel movement which
was an apparatus contrivance for
evading unity of action with soelal-
ist organizations by wutilizing the
cover of literary and artistic perc-
mopalities, of whose talents I cam-
pot judge, but who are absolutely
deyold of responsibllity before the
orgaolzation of the working class,

Tou have recogolzed In actlon
that Amstérdam-Pleyel did not per-
mit the safeguarding of real unity
of action of the workers. Others
{Auntonomouns Federatlion of Em-
ployees, Action Soclaliste, ete.)
have come (o the same conclusions.
It Is necessary to come o an un-
derstanding to do away with this
arbitrary combination which ecan
coly stage o few meetings where a
Thorez (member of the . C. of the
French party—itr,) can parade, bmt
which, @® & consequence, ¢an Cre-
ate obstacles to unlty of action in
avery community, In every quar-
ter, by opposlng Itself to all com-
mittees of real organizations which
may «xist.

If Mo Party Exists We Must Create
a New Omna

Let us do away with artificially
set-up organizations. Buat the work-
Ing class needs a party, a Commu-
nist International. If none exists
now, we must work to buolld it up,
we muost pose the problem clenrly:
thiz does not mean that we con
solve it In a couple of days.

—f course, It is not arbitrary
to say that the working class needs
&8 Communist Party, but to boild it
you mnesd definite conditions, It
wonldd be prematore today, the
masses wWould not follow if: they
will follow the Vigllance Commit-
tees, they are for unity of action.
To pose, ag you do, the question of
creating a pew party Is to appear
ag & splitter and to Isolate oneself
from the masses,

—I cannot entertain the argu-

munist amd conscquently yoo know
well that to gather the vangoard
to the preletarviat means not only
not to #plit it but to create the
basic eopdition for rallying it in
struggle. But I will take up your
ather arguments: It s too soon, we
are too lew,  Yop advaontes argo-
ments of opportuneness but not of
principles.  Is it too soon because
the misses aee not thereY For one,
I am cerfain that we are more
numerous than Lenin was at the
end of 1914 when he proclaimed
“Lamg live the Third Internmtion-
al™; he Enew the masses well, and
ab certaln momensts was not afrald
of belng almost, alone; secondly,
bow ¢can we lend the masses to am
idea, to n convceplion without ex-
plaining it to them clearly? It cam-
not e too sogn for laying down a
clear political basis and this is the
#urest  means of becoming more
OUmeromns,

Heaction and Fascism

—You forget the principal tosk
of the present howe: to bar the momd
to fascism and Tor that to develop
committees of vigilunce, to bind
them fo the masses. A new organ-
ization of the proletarian vanguard
cin erystallize itself in action and
not in stroggles over theses,

—I1 am far from forgetling reac-
tiom and fazcizm, and it is precisely
in order to combat them that I
o the guestiom of the parety,
without opposing it, but on the con-
trary, by tying It te the work of
the umited front. To bav (e road
tee Tasclsm, to bar it ouee and for
all; it does not suflice that workers
oppose I physically at demonstra-
tions, it decs not sutfice to denopooe
its iofomics in Germany and Italy,

mittee I not a fountain of youth
where the decrepit social democracy
can rejuvepate Itself. Nor from
the masses as o whole; the masses
uiiderge their own experiences
whicly permit them to cheose and
to progress along the revolutlonary
road buat on condition that they fnd
a vaoguard which, &t every stage
of the siruggle, sxplains the situa-
tiom to them, shows them the ob-
jeetives to be attaloed, the methods
to use npd the ultimate perapec-
tives, It i3 only by means of an
initial muclens, which acts in an
independent and disciplived manner
that the selection can proceed In-
side the Vigilance Commitive, Wiih-
vt that, even the most nomerous
nggregation of workers would have
o foture,

The Vigllance committes i3 not a
suilicient base to assure the life of
the Salot-Denis district. ‘1o lmit
oneself to that Is to comdemn one-
self to disintegration. MNooe of the
local nuclel which detached them-
selves from the Communist party
egcaped that: Muncipalism, Pupism
{Fartie Unitaire Populalre—Tr.},
sicinl demoeracy eat into them.

“Soviets Without Communists™

One more word. Your commilbees
of vigllunce without a Communist
party, thew femind me of the slo-
gan of . . . Menshewviks and coun-
cer-revolutivnaries; by this I do
not want te eall you a Menshevik
or & counter-revolutbonise. When
the October revolution found itself
at loggerheads with ks worst diffi-
cultles, "when civil war amd famine
raged, the enemies of proletarian
power advancsd the slogan: “Sovi-
¢is  without Commuonists't, The
counter-revelutlon uwnderstood  in-

coie Soviels and would opever take
[rrw e,
The Struggle Against Yar

Advl then one other guestion in-
trudes itself joto the guestion of the
struggle aguainst fascism and for
power ; thut is, the guestion of the
struggle against war. Who will
lead this strogele? Strictly speak-
ing the committees of vigilaoee
could organize actions against the
prepavations of war, against the

ginctively that even the Sovier form

wo-years serviee, atc. But who
will lend the antl-fascist work, who
will launch defeatism? o the
unitedd front you have sociclists,
bmbued with patriotism or pacifisis,
defenders of (e League of Nations.
soon you Will find thée latter even
within the official Communist party

Recovery “For the

Farmers”

No Solution for the Agricultural Crisis Is Possible on a Capitalist Basis

In arriving at an objective wh-
derstanding of American agricul-
iure, its positlon aend relmtion to
world agriculture, it is Decessary
to know that the historic role of
American pgrieulture has been that
of preparing the foundatlon for
the mighty structure of Amerlcan
Imperinlizin, The young but vigore-
Uz capitalism of the post-Civil War
days cvuld pot advance (o maturity
and power without the finaneial as-

sufme  perfod  the othee
countries  increased thele

more than 165,

Lhagm  thils,

put at about 104: over the pre-war
TG SEHT LN

“Top Many Farmers'

due to the Soviet Unlon's entry in-
to this association of brigands.
—1 warn you openly that we will
pever  approve of  your  afiacks
agalpst the LS8 H., we will never
Jobn you in thot,

—aAnd 1 will apswer you no less
openly: we bave never attacked the
U558 K, Consequently you do not
have o foin that which does not
exisl, What we bhave done is to
combat 4 policy which we consider
false, barmfol to the Cotober revo-
lution and te the world revolution.
You struggle against the policy of
the C. [ in France; do you belleve
that it is Independent of the general
pﬂ-“:l.',}' of the . L. pnd alsa of the
policy of the 1,5 8 K.Y When
Lenin and Trotsky led the Comin-
tern ad the Soviet Unfon they did
ol practize two contradictory pol-
icies, one a good, the other a bad
one: the poelicy of the O. I, and that
of the Buviet Unlon complemented
ciael other o serving the needs of
the International proletarian revo-
Inthon.  When the revolutionary
wave receded, when the workers
state ] fo make copcessions, its
lespders explained this openly to all
the workers,  While teday, what
ilo you read in L'Humanite? Pirst,
that the revolationary movement in
all countries does not stop growing,

dlstance of the European States.
This aszgistance was obtaloed by
ceaselussly pushing oote the Kuro-
pean  murket  every concolvable
oungg of agricultural produce be-
yond domestic need and bullding
itz own economy on European sav-
ings.

Just about 180 when this task
was luvgely accomplished an artl-
feially cepjored spectre of atarva-
tion @ la Malthus took possession
¢f the minds of the Amerlcan gov-
erning clugses and an  additional
splurge wos given o extepsion of
the agricultural domain  together
with the extension of its scicotifie
technigue, Budgetary allotmeénts to
the Deparlment of Agriculture be-
gan to run in Hgores of seven and
vight pDumerals. It was  duriog
these years that we witnessed the
lannching of the giant frrigetion
projects, land reclamation, govern-
mental experimental  stations  for
¢rop improvement and a  gencral
bdek-to-tive lund  erusade.

diseovered that there are L0 many
farmers just us there are too many
industrial workers, and tha messon
why there are toe msny s beciuse
they have produced top much. ‘The
penalty for this production of an
vyordbundanee 5 starvatlon and
misery for those whe in blood and
podl annd swest have prodoced A mer-
feas wealth.  Uhe burden of the
ruling class has always Dbecn Lhe
perollenm of geiting rid of surpluses
al w profit, Now (hey are [necd
with u surplus populktion amd s
disposul s glving them noe end of
n headuche.

“Iwcovery™ politiclavs and thele
brado trusters bave discovered the
fact that ds of the farmers in the
U. #. procduoce #099% of the total val-
wi ol wll crops.  Henes Be of the
farmers cowld be “withdraown®” Lrom
production with only o loss of 1W5G
of the products grown for sabe, U
this end we have the subdivision of
the farmers fote two classes; “mar-

Opening New Homesteads gioal™ (rich) and “sob-murginal”
Knowing that an iocreased fued |ilwor). It s proposed to “elimiv-
abe” the “sob-marginal” ag o com-

suppdy mgeant a great increpse i
the exploitation of the greater cul-
tivatable land areas, vast arceas of
frae homestend land wais opened up,
partieularly In the wi=t, But this

pactitive factor apd lemve the feld
free for the “fic”,  The solution is
ihelieve it or not) subsistence
bonsestead s,

Turning the Cloek Backward

Oueite recently and rather sudden-
Iy the Amecicnn roliog elass has

Today we defend ourselves against
Ehosf rise of remction, Lat.—aned you
huave stated it In your “open letter
to the C. 1."—to be efficacions this
registanee must  transform  itself
into & struggle for power. The
Vigilanee Commitbes — you  wrobte
correctly—must bhe a step towards
the Sevietz. But tell me from whom
can we expect the proper slogans
for the strugzle of the YVigilance
Commities, a program of actlon
around which the slow process of
gathering the massea should pro-
e ¥ Mot from the Seclalist parcty,
[ am sure; and & antl-faseist com-

is not immune against its influence
nand were there no Communists in
the EHoviets to introduee ints them
class intrapsigeance, counter-revoe-
lution could make ws=e of Soviets
agalnet the revolution. And If this
is true after the Soviets have con-

fquersd power, how much more troe
iz it with regard to Vigilance com-

mittecs which are not Soviets: one
may be sure that Committees of
Vigilanee  witheut  Communists
(that §s without & party, sinee there
I8 no communlst getion outside of
an organlzation) cownld never be-

| A Fahifiecf_Biugraphy

A book—a biography no less than
a novel oF a play—like a building

plan amd detinite roles. “The first
law of biography s to tell the truth
as you see b and understand it

That is not the basiz of Fox's blo-
gruphy of Lenin, nor ls the book
informed with the spirit of troth or
even a regpect for ncoaracy. Fox
iz no disciple of Diogenes. He lies
about Lenin, about Trotsky, yen,
abonpt Stalin. Io his blography all
three appear like the carlcatures in
the mirrors at Coney Island : Lenin
i3 seen 4% in o mist, suspiciouwsly
god-like; Trotsky is the Evil One;
Stalin is the Holshevik angel Gabri-
¢l of the Russinon Revolution.

The truth is—Ralph Fox s a
Stalinist, a leading member of the
British Communist Party, a product
and defemder of the system of les,
slapder, terror aud defeat which
has entercd into history under the
pame of Stalinism. His work s
wrltten from thal hias in support
of its political peeds
Iiut after all the thing has the

judgmd as one. Let us examine .'lm'|
plan, Arst with regacd to Lenin, If
you have ithe patience to wade
throngh its lies and distortions yon
will find the author's thesis explicit-
Iy and precisely stated on page 308,
Lenin “, . . had knowledge, intellec-
tnal power, vigion: the power of
awift declslon and declsive action
conrage beyond the pormal: . . M

False Picture of Lenin

It is troe; Lenin had courage,
intelleetunl power, Enowledge, Baot
the possession of [hese qualities did
oot by themselves distinguish bhim
feom  thoosands of men in the
wierld's history, nor yet from hun-
dreds of revolutionary leaders, Nor
does Fox allow for o peculiar combl-
nation of these guoalities of Lenin
which could conseivably explaln his
Ereqatneas.

shortcoming of hiz éxplanation for
he pttempts to add in the same Ben-
tonee gquoted above, preclsely that
gquality which, in bis opinion, dis-
tinguished Lenin from all men In
all the years of the world's recorded
history, and explains his greatoess:
¥ o« hut yet the most striking thing
in hizs whole character is that he
was & man lke other men™. Here
ig wizdom! TLeonin was great be-
capse he was not!

But it iz mot & laughing matter.
For thiz stupldity serves Fox as a
means of misrepresenting Lenln and
all that he stood for. It woonld take
a volume cqual o size to Fox's
lamentable work to set arlght the
errors and lles he encompasses in
318 pages.

Bufflce it to say that on thils
basis Fox has no peed to explain
Lenin in relation to the epoch im
which he lved, the conditlons inm
whichi be worked, and the lmpres-

ment. of “splitters™ ; yon are & Com-

must be constructed according to alentirely in

tlon of
form of o blography and must be should be!

of Lenin

glom he made on the world and the
movement, For the explanation les
Leénin  himself, Thas
Fox can ¢ntirely neglect the guoes-
tion of Internationalism so declsive
for Lenin, A seotence or [wo for
the Zimmerwald and Elenthal con-
ferences and not o word aboot the
first four Congresses of the Q. I.)
Ho It i with Lenin's fundamental
analysis of the post-war epoch of
capitalism as one of wars and revo-
lutlions, There iz very little disenas-
glon of it g0 that it is impossible
for Fox to illuminate Lenin's his-
torle stroggle against the Second
Interoationul which eolminated io
the founding of the Third.

Mo Word of Lenin's Tdens

Ag a result fhere i3 not a word—
Uterally mot & word—nabont Lenin'a
conceptlon of a revolullonary com-
munist party a8 & centralized,
sternly  disclplined  organization
based on a democratic, fnner life.
How could anyone with the know-
ledge of what a Stalinist party is
ke today discuss Lenin's concep-
what o vanguard party

What results is that Fox, looking

at Lenin through the colored glasy
of Sialin’s embalmment of Lenin-
ism, makes a mystle ont of & great,
human, revolutionary leader,
the prssages in which assassins are
turned from the execution of thelr

Read

toul designs by some mysterions
force In Lenln which transcends all
buman understanding and “explains
better than & thoosand politieal
theals what was happening in Rus.
zla”.

If Fox is forced to cxercise some
restraint in his treatment of Lonin,
the current needs of Stalinlsm glve
him earte blanche to heap abuse
and liez on one of the great dgures
of the revolutlonary movement of
the modern proletariat, In  his
treatment of Trotsky Fox reveals
himself ag a lterary assassin: Trot-

Fox bimself must have felt the|sky underestimated the peasantry;

he agitated for peace doring the
war; he patronized Lenin; he was
wrong in the revolotion of 1905: he
was a leader of the Liguidators: he
was responsible for the defent of
the Finnish revolutlon : he was only
o figure head in the armed insur-
rection of October; he bungled the
military direction of the civil war;
he was partly responsible for Len-
in's death; and a0 on and so forth.

And all this stroctore of les
rests on a thesls, If wyou please,
which the nuothor is mot ashamed
to advance as the solemn troth:
“Troteky's whola political 1ife and
outlook were eolored by the outlook
of those petty-bourgecis elemonts in
Russia whom history bad foreed on
to the revolutionary stage”. Let ps
put a cross over the slander and
PASE 0D,

Fox advances no explicit thesls
about Stalin. But there is ope. Lot
us put together what he says about

that it goes from success o sUCcess, |wus  not  determioed wholly and

Bubsistence homestonds ! Milllons

that at che same time the U.8.5.1,
marches at a rapid pace to social-
s, and fAnally, that the U821,
i# gbout te join the League of Na-
tlons. D you believe that this act
5 a manifestation of strength, of
power?

Compromises amd Compromises
—The U285, 13 enclrcled by a
hostile world ; it must know how Lo
utilize the differcoces in the copi-
talist class and how to make com-
promizes with eevinin of the states
e break np the Bloe of its enemies,
Obviously, no Commuanist could
repreaeh the Soviet government for
aking compromises, aithough
there are compromises amd ocom-
promizcs.  Bat what iz impermis-
Aible is to pre=zent them as victories
over the hourgeolsle, on the one
haeel, andl on the other, o base all
it activity on the quality of its
l,lij‘r!la-l]'m-l::;' instead of huil-llill[; the
defomee of the 1, 5. 5 K. on the
forces of the revolutlonary mowe-
ment.  Why did the forcipn polley
af the HSoviet Unfon suffer such a
sharp turn o the right I Dot be-
cause of the defeat of the Germon
preleteriat?  And de you  believe
that if reaction should trivmph in
Franee that the talents of Litvloov
would suffice to preserve the
achisvements of the five year plan
against the fascist tide? A pollcy
hosztile to unity of action and a pol-
icy which presents the cotry of the
LLEELR. into the Leagoe of Matlons
az a victory, Is one and the same
pollcy, that of the rullng bureag-
cracy of the U.5.8 K. whose horlzon
is lmited to the Soviet Union and
which weglects and even fears the
revolutionary struggles in  other
Cconntrices,

Thud to defend the USSR, not
anly by bhollow phrases, but In real-
ity, that is to develop o revolution-
ary struggle, in face of and against
an apparituz of good-for-nothings,
it 13 necessary to Jdo what we do,
what the Communist League does,
to work towards the rebuilding of
a revolutionney party of the prole-
tariat. This is the road which you,
the region of Saint-Denis, muast
follow to be true fo yourselves; this
iz “theé romd of Trotsky™ that the
L'Humanite wants to frighten you
with.

— We want to follow the road of
revolution.

—That is the same thing.

La Verite, June 8 1934

his master: Stalin really orgenized

is Implied that be saved the day fnr1
Lenin in April when “he threw the
great welght of his aothority be-
bhind the thescs (on bourgeols de-
mocracy ) presented by Lenin®;
Lenin turned Stalln “inte a kind of
apecinlist for =saving the sitoation
at desperate moments on  nlmost
every front, Indesd Stalin himself
wrote to Lenin that he was being
turned ‘into a spectalist for clean-
ing the stables of the war depart-
méent” ™!

Ensugh! Enough! The major
thesis of the book shounld now be
clear: Lenin was o demi-god; Stal-
in iz hiz fleah-and-hieod continuator.
Trotsky's record and activity chal-
lenge the whole, false conception.
Trofsky must he destroyed even if
it is necessaty to rewrlte history,
slander Trotsky, lie about Stalin,
deify Lenin.

History and truth, like murder,
cannot be long eoncealed, They
must make their way throogh all
obstacles into the thinking of the
masses. They are delng It now.
And az they do Stalinism and ita
prostitoted servitors are fast be-
coming an abomination in the labor

yeary.

pletely reversed sinee the world
WAar,

tural goods to Eaorope to pay the
intorest om debts owed.

gitlon as the creditor nation,
second
v,
cupitalists which could not be reln-
Iness has been invested elzewhore

and Aslatiec countries who in turn |in
can only balance their internation-

the Insurrection in October 191T; Il peavily, and (2) by the direct

solely by the Malthusion obsession.
The rapidly developing  Indestrial
Enst wus absorbing mere and more
of lis working population inte the
factories aod the development of
West amd Alldwest agricnlture was
A neeessary corrolary.  Land  val-
nes continned to mount and while
the poriedie crises of capitalism
hurt agriculture 1t continued pretty
mueh sy a going concern for many

of people are to Jearn agnin the
ancient arts of spinoiog and weay-
ing, ‘The cluock of history 13 (o be
turned backwarnd and millions are
to return to the slmple peimitive
peasant  economy of a  thousand
yours ago,  And this at o time when
the productive forces uecessary for
the creation of all the material re-
guircinents for all humanity has
been developed o an exceedingly

high degree, In the words of Marex

Later on  the reqoiremonts of

leading it is indeed time that the “produc-
ACTEAEE
Troos  GE1 (MR To 728 R0LHHE or
The ¢rop output
i the foreige ares was for grester
being recorded no bhe
neighberhood of 405 woile the in-
crensd in American crop outpub is

tive forces heve come lnto comfilet
with the existing property rela-
thons" Thereln lies the problem.

The cost of such subsistence
bomestends, which in the end ia to
bz borne by the worker, is estl-
mabed at Dot less than $2.500 per
family and the total cost, If the plan
were puat loto operation, would be
a grand total of  $10,000,000,000,
Thus while the liviog standards of
the masses are driven to newer low
levels, and while the government
continoees to regard eynleally and
lightmindedly the whole guestion
of federal rellef, the spending of
billlons e stlll  further Increase
the suffering of the poor famers
und tha workers, all Ior the sake
of adding more millions to the cof-
fers of the rich farmers, the food
spesculators and capitaliste ln gen-
vral, meets with no serlouws opposl-
tlon.

The Farmers' Way Out

Under capitallsm there 18 no so-
lution Lo the problem of the poor
farmers, ‘The erlals In agriculture
is o part of the gooeral crlsls of
decaying capitallsm. The withdraw-
al of millione of farmera to the
“self supporting”  {!)  subsistence
homesteads would result In a still
further contraction of the domestle
markel, purchasess of Industrially
produced commodities would fall
off to be followed by more uoem-
ployment, mora speed-up, more
wage culs, more misery for the
workers. Workers and farmers
most get together agninst the star-
vation program of the “recovery”
gehemes af the HRoosevelt MNew
Deemleral

The poor farmers can solve thelr
problems guly by placing themaelves
under the leaderablp of the indus-
trial proletarlat, the only oclass In
modern soclety which is historleally
fitted for the organization of a new
gociety which will be based on pro-
dupction for pee and not for proft,
& soclety where the elogan will be:
from «gch according to his ability,
to ench according to hls needa. For
the realization of this the old order
must perlsh, most be wiped ont, by
the revolutionary masses.

—G. ROBERTS.

American Imperialism  demanded
Larther inereasel acreage, The im-
perialist world war which ook
tens of millions oot of production
and set them to the task of destooy-
ing life and the means of life
brought with it a pressing demand added 1o the history of the Amerl-
for foods and fibers to “win the |C40 labor movement by the herolc
war for democracy”. In the seven |struggle of the Minneapoliz truck-
YEATS from 1915 1o l“—"ﬂ, g _Eﬂ men and m{' TﬂllH.il} Anto-lile work-
to 40 million meres was brought [°r5. The militant battle put up by
under the plow in the United States, [them  against overwhelming odds
Land values mounted sky high. Al-|#hows that the lighting spirit of the
most every conceivable inch of lapd [Americin  working class Iz not
wag brought under cultivation and [crusbhed.
this on the very eve of & constrict-{ Since the inception of the NRA
ing world market, Humpty Dumipy [Stelkes hove broken owt often and
wig indesd preparing for the great|froquently.  Hut for genuine mill-
fall, tunece and determination to  win
Present-day Capitalism in the U8, |nothing like these two have been
Modern capitallsm in the United [seen dn fhe los{ few years, It of
Siates today i3 characterized by jeonrse redounds to our eredit that
two things: memibtrs  of our organbzation
1. The United States is the ¢red- [played a leading role in one of these
itor nation of the world, and —AMinneapolis. But from both of
2. It is imperialist and forced |these strikes, one  lesson  among
to export capital to all parts of the |others most be learoed, if we are to
globe, take the lead in building a mnew
The tremendous effect this has on | revolutlonary party.
present and future agriculture o The Police and Strikes
America can be secn when we re-
member that our position to the To o Marxist fhe pole of the
European market has been  com- gtate is known in advanes, That
it will unleash its pollce agalnst

atriking workers at the first slgn
of militancy on thelr pact iz ele-
mentary. Shouwld ithis nol sofice,
the hiring of gangstérs, the deput-
izlng of “better elements™, and the
isguing of injunctlons ean always
be counted upon te angment the
regular  police force. The gea-
darmes of the law are bt too hap-
py to be utilized agninst the work-
crs, That thele iching palms are
nsually greased by a grateful boss
or asseclation, plays, of course, no
little role.

A policeman, however, ia by and
large only a glerified thug, sworn
te  protect private property
backed by the state and comsidered
by the average man a8 “the law,"
e becomes arrogant and bollylng.
Added to this §s the faet that the
avernga man iz brought up to re-
spect Ythe law™ and that he rarely
if ever demurs at a groff—"glt
along wow', The cop therefore as-
sumes g coblemptuoous attitude to-
wards him and hiz almost uabridled
authority over people glves him
qualities common to all bullies. He
feela It nmeeds but o wave of his
¢lub {0 roat any obe

Sirikes Transform the Worker

But John Smith, the peaceful
altizen, becomes changed into somée-
ihing cntirely different during a
gtrike in which he is partleipating.
as the Minneapolis and Toledo po-
lige and special deputles foond out
to thelr sorrow. There the strikers
were out to get the scabs and stop
production. And this they did, de-
apite pollesy special deputics and

A bright pagoe has already been

Before we shipped agricul-

Now we
must be prepared to recelve these
from Eurepe sloee it is Burope who
ls the debtor and we the greditor.
Ho muoch for the TUnited States po-

Now o bricf word concerning the
characteristic mentloned
The aucplus profits of the
vasted profitably in Amerlean buog-

(1)
Sputh Amerlea, Afriea,

by loanz to Cangda, Mezleo,
Aunstralin,

al payments by eclling on that snme
world market gn whicth American
agricolture has In the past loaned

Investment of American capital in
foreipn land holdings,
Why Agrarian Crisis is Insoluble
The foregeing are the most signi-
fieant reaszons why the corisls in
American agricalfure Is not mercly
passing bont permanent. Out of the
World War there emerged a com-
pleteiy changed orlentatlon among
the Enropean roling classes.  Italy
and Germany strive toward a na-
tional self-sufficlency, England tries
in every possible way to favor her
oWn  over-geas  possesslons, other
Egropean countries favor Polond
and Denmark for the sike of trade
advantages wherchy they may un-
lond some of thelr own surplus in-
duostrial products, while Japan, for
the sake of its Indiam market, is
quite willing to bny Indlan cotton.

Britain, while not satisfied with|the “better element®”, who were
this agreement, looks on for the ﬂ;l:rmmi with guns, tear gas and
cluls,

sike of profltable alllances later on
in the event of & war agalpst the
Soviet Unlon.

The blazing courage and brave
fight of these militants put to root

Perhaps the most signifleant |the hirelings of auothority and lald
facts of the changed interpational [down the challenge of labor to the
position in  agriculture can be [eotiee American boss class, What
gleaned from the following flpures, |worker bas not tingled from head
Between 1013 and 1032 the United|to foot as he saw the plcgorials,
Htates fmcreased its areas for the|photographs and newsreels of these
produetion of prineipal erops from |battles? ‘What scab has not felt
200,000,000 actes to 320.000,000 or|the fcy hand of fear clutch his

movement.
—STAMM.

i Llttle more tham 105, In thelthroat? It heralds the mew dawn

-E:ikes and th:: National Gua;d_

of Amerlean labor and labor will
logk, lsten and absorh the lessons.
Hale of the MNatlonal Goard

The capltalist class, when It seos
its minions of the low—the police
—powerless, resulta to other ape
cially armed bodies of men to en-
force s reign of terror. Chlef
among those nsed in industrial
strikes ia the National Guard. Up
to mow the Matlonal Guard has been
the ace in the hole of American
apitallem. It I8 at present 1t
chief form of suppression and oo-
ercion of strike movements, How-
ever, the Natlonal Guard 18 by no
means & force that cannot be nen-
tealized. Soectlone of It can even
be won over to the elde of the work-
ing cliss, Indeed its very compoci-
tlon makes it ideal for weaning It
away from the influcnce of Its com-
manding officera,

Basleally it s composed of young
men and boys from the clty, spring-
ing from proletarlan atock and
themaelves proletarinns, thelr aver-
age nge belng about 12 years. Moat
of them enlisted for & lark or be-
cause they are unemployed. ‘The
fact that they drill but once a
week and have only two  wesks
camping mobllization during the
summer, the discipline within 1t is
not as atrong as In the regular
army. But that doss not mean
that it §s loose or non-exlstent: am
many A striker can teatify,

It becomes then the stern revolo-
tlopary duty of the Spartacus
Youth Cluba In thelr task of help-
Ing to bulld a pew revolotlonary
orginization to concentrate on these
young workera dressed In soldlera
uniform.

Tasks of Our Youth

Hoth the Yipsela apd the Y.0.L.
have falled to do this. The former
bas bardly soy of its membership
enrolled in this Important force.
Their antl-war activity 1s confiped
to mectings and an occaslonal Jis-
tribution of leaflets, Nor has the
Yoong Commuonist League been
able to do much more. Perhaps a
few secaltered Y.O.L.era here and
there, Or at beat a noclel of two
ar three, Thelr activity 8 bleased
with the same resulta that eérown
all Stalinist efforts—nothing comes
of it

The Spartacus Yooth Clubs muat
asgign a certaln definite proportion
of its membership to carry on work
in the MNational Goard: that s, to
enlist within It and to work there
ms If they were a fraction In a shop
o factory. JIo thelr activlty the
youth comrades must be given every
poszible afd by the Commonist
League. Contacts must be made
and leaflets put out oo important
igguea. These to be distributed
within the armory whenever pod-
sible,

To help build a new revolutionary
party we muat rool oursélves in the
trade onlons, The events In Min-
peapolls have glven uns a grand
start. It iz clear that in the future
wie will again be faced by the Na-
tional Guard. Therefore it lg im-
portant that special work 1h this
field be Dot Deglected.

—AL DABCH.



