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THE MILITANT

—“"GE 3

Socialist Party Adopts”’Militant”
Position at Detroit Convention

(Continued from page 1)

cratie methods¥ 1o owe
resort fo vielenee ™

The veterwu Ohle Right Winger,
Joseph Sharts, went his fellow at-
torpeys from MSew York one better
and Hutly stoted that if he bhad to
Choose  Belween the doag and “red
revelution” he wounld  follow  the
Hag. This brought soch a violent
demoenstration against him that the
cltairmun of  the duey, Yiadek,
thirentened to “clear the gallerles".
There was no suggestion te throw
Sharts vut of the mecting, although
somesnt  shoaled, “You have no
place m thie Hocializt Party."”

I'owers Hlapgosd, in spesking for
e rewlulliull, deelureil that It was
not fully satizsfoctory to him aod o
other lelt wing delegates. He sald
it should be mmended oot to the
right but to the left; that the work-
ers object to the B, P. pit because
it is oo radical bul because iU s
not radical enough, Dan [losn the,
tho Muver of Milwaukee, however,
agsnred the terrifled members of the
id Guand, who are comfortubly en-
Joying thedr “socialism”™ right now
in the fortn of substantinl incomes
and obler I."II‘.'IJJIIIIHI:'IZI.IZ!], that they
wire unduly alarmed, This resolu-
tien, he sald, doesn't go as far as
the 5t Looks resolotion.  And, be-
sides, he added slyly, we dido't
ankry oul the B5i. Louis resvlution.

Thit seetions in the “Declaration
of Privciples” which evoked such a
stormy debale read a8 follows:

“The Socialist Parly is opposed

to militarism, lmperialism and
war, Ii purposes [o eradicate the
perpetual  eeonomie warfare of
capitalizs the frult of which ks
bternational, eonflict. War ecan-
not he tolerated by Socialists, op
prepursiness for war, They will
unitedly seek to develop trust-
worthy instruments for the peace-
able seitlement of international
disputes and conflicts. They will
etel to eliminate military train-
ing from schools, ecolleges and
camps. They will oppose military
revigws, displiys and expendi-
tures, whether for direet war phe-
pareiness or for militaristic pro-
paganda, both In wartime mod
peacetime. They will loyally sup-
perdy in the tragie event of war,
uny of their comrades who for
anti-war activities or refusal to
perform war sérvice, come into
conftict with public opinion or the
law. Moreover, recognizing the
suiridal nature of modern combat
gid the Incalowlable strain of
war's consequences which rest
most heavily upon the working
clags, they will refuse collectively
to sanction or support any inber-
national war; they will, on the
contrary;, by agltation and opposi-
tion, do their best not to be brok-
en by the war; but to break up
the war., They will meet war and
the detailed plans for war already
mapped out by the war-making
arms  of the government, by
massed war resistance, organized

0 far as practicabls In a peneral
sirike of lubor wnions and profes-
sional groups In & united effort Lo
mike the waging of war a prae-
ticable impossibility and to com-
vert the capitalist war crisis inlo
i vietory for sockalism.

“In Its struggle for a new so-
city, the Socialist Party seelis to
attain its objectives by peaceful
and orderly means. Hecogniziig
the inereasing resort by a erumb-
Hng eapitalist order to Fuseism
to preserve itz integrity and
dominance, the Sockalist Party
Intends not to he deceived by
Fascist propeganda nor over-
whelmed by Faseist force. It will
do all in its power to Hght Fus-
clam of every kind all the time
and everywhere In the world,
until Fascism is dead. It will
rely, nevertheless, on the organiz-
atlon of a disciplined labor move-
ment.  Its methods may incode o
recourss to o peneral sirike which
will not merely serve as s defense
aganinst Faseist sonnter-revolution
bt will carry the revolutionary
struggle into- the eamp of the en-
Y,

“The Soclallst Party proclaims
anew its faith n economidc and
political demoerncy, but it unhesi-
tatingly applles itsell to the {ask
of replacing the bhogs democracy
of capifalist parliamentarism by
& geouine workers' democracy.
Capitalism is doomed. If it can
be superseded by majority vote,
the Socialist Party will rejoice.
If the erlsis comes throwgh the
denial of majority rights affer
the electorate has given us 4 man-
date we shall not hesitate to crush
by our labor solidarity the reck-
less forees of reaction and to
consolidate the Socialist State, IT
the capitalist system should col-
lapsa in & general chaos and con-
fuslon, which ecannot permit of
orderly procedure, the Sockalist
Party, wehther or not in suth a
case it Is n majority, will mot
sbrink from the respensibility of
orgunizing and maintaining & gov-
ernmant pnder the workers' rule.
Truoe democracy B a worthy
means to progress:; but trus demo-

witiel Lo

cracy must be crealed by the
workers of the world."”

If we take the three main points
ceall wilh in the declaration—war,
the stute and revolotion, and the
fight agalnst Fasclsm—it Iz easy to
s Lhat o straightforward revolu-
Lignury answer, peececdiog from
theury and experlence, bas pot been
given In u single case. To be sure,
the declovatlon marks a sharp de-
parture from the position and prac-

mocracy [rom 1914 to the collapse
in Germany aod Avstela, That s
why the Old Guard, which has
legraql aothing and forgotten noth-
ing, fonght it so bitterly.

Uentri=m has rearisen mnd ¢ome
to deminowee in (he interoationsl
Hociul Drmocracy precisely because
the old metheds of social reformism
huve bronght such jgpominious de-
feat amild save been so thoroughly
discredited. A change n front has
become an lwperative neccssity In
order to hold the orgamizations Lo-
gother and regain the conbdence of
the workers, This lax the 1ole of
Centrism, ‘The revolotlonary im-
mulses of ihe workers are met with
genernl formulutivns which sound
vitremnely radical Lot which do not
mean  apything  specifically. The
Ivdroit declaration abounds in thess
trencherons and deceptive formula-
tipns. It is a classle doecument of
enbrism,

Ll resolution promises & genecal
striki: sgaiust woar-—which s a
mythy, impodsible of reallzution o
the face of o war mobilisetion.
And even this is gualitied to read,
“insofar ws practicable™. Which s
a wuy ol znying, “We are only talk-
tng pbonl o geoaeral strike; we don't
risilly wemn it And in troth that
iz how many of the propooents of
thre regulutbon goderstuod this bom-
barst,  That wur ks inevitable under
[capitalizmn, that it caonot be pre-
vented or defested by refusal to
serve b the anmy or by auy other
furm of paszsive resistapce, that the
ouly unswer to war, in fuct, s rev-
vlintiou—civil war, or the prepara-
Lige for s—on ull these malo as-
pects of (he guestion of war the
rezolution eithee Femning silent, or
speaks falsely, or resorls to amblyg-
nous wlluslons gl biots which Doy
b lnterpreted vne way or apother.

The rmesolution promises to f@ght
Fuscim "ull the time amd every-
wlere ba the world” and even to
“carry  the revolutiooary stroggle
fote the cawp of the cuemy™, Brave
words!  Hut ull that, lnciudiog the
genvral strike to which the resolu-
ton says the &, P, "may” resort,
was proclalmed by tbe German aod
Austrian Seckal Democratle parties
with po less bluster. WL the 5.5,
form a united frout with all work-
ers’ ergnnlzations agulost Fascism?¥
Wil it feach the workers that the
Fascist bands must be beaten down
with thelr vwn methods before they
havie e chapee to get the upper
hand?  Will it explain to the work-
ers that the guswer o Fascist vio-
fence Is the Workers' Militha and
that it wst b formed, on the basls
of the uwited front befors the Fas-
chsls get state  power, bpot  after-
ward? No, On this crueial gues-
tlom, as on all others, the resolg-
tion of the Detroit conventlon says
nothing clearly, specilically and un-
ambiguously. That is why such a
conglomeration of difféerent tend-
encits could unlte to wvole for it
The resolutlon was desigoed as a
cateh-ull for wotes, not as a clear
gulde to the workers In the Hght
pgainst Fascizm,

Ui the guestion of the satate and
revolution the Doetralt convention
ndopied the formuola of the Ameri-
can Workers' Party which had béen
pul info circulation long age by the
late Morris Hillguit. The 3. P.
Benceforth 5 to apply it=elf to the
tusk “of replacing the bogus demo-
crucy of capitalist parlinoventarizm
by a genuine workers' democracy™.
Just what this workers' democracy
w to look llke i3 oot explaloed. Is
it thd dictatorship of the proletar-
int? Swme delegates thought 5o and
for thot reason accepied it Other
deleguies (hought the contrary and
voled for i with that uwoderstand-
Emg.  Like the resglution as a whole
the ecxpréssion “workers' democra-
o' Iz a vote-catcher, not a clear
guide for the edocation and action
of he workers,

The resplutlon omits any mentlon
of the revolutionary struggle to es-
tablish the so-called workers”™ de-
mogracy. Instead of that it refers
to the possibility that capitalism
“gan be superseded by a majority
vple', If the rights of the major-
ity are then denled the forces of
reactlon are to be crushed “by our
labor solldarity”. Wilth the ald of
such cmpty verblage as this, swch
treacherous double-megping formu-
lations which satiafy peopla of dl-
vergent views, the “Militants”, who
cxpiress o progressive tendeney in
the ranks of the party, the Hevolu-
tlonury Poliey Committes, which
had set itself up as the spokesman
of the revolutionary left wing, and
the Munlclpal Socialists of Milwau-
kee, who think it Is time to become
a bit more radical—they all got to-
gether on the basls of the new “De-

claratlion of Principles™ to present
a new face to the working cluss of
Amerlea, Hut it s not the face of
revelutlonary  soclalism,

By this statement 1 do not mean
to deny that profound changes ure
taking place in tbe roonks of Lhe
5. P, and that the convention at Le-
trodt  reflected this  process  of
change. A real movement to the
left is uwoder way., It has not yet
formulated its positlon clearly, nor

tice of the nternational soclal de-|{has it found its autheotic leaders.

The rapid transformation now tak-
Ing place in the Sociallst ranks is
murked by a great desl of confusion
and contradiction. The Centrists
whe domioated the Detroit conven-
tlon exploited this confosion w@od
rode to power with it,

Will they be able now, by & par-
tiul turn of the party to the left,
to  arrest  further developments?
The answer (o that guestion rests
first of all with the revolationary
milltants o the party, Theres are
qulte a few of them already. They
wihll inerease and multiply to the
extent that they wonderstand the
role of centrlsm as & barrler to
revolutiongry progress and wage an
uprelentiug war against it

I . bope to retarn (o this question
and to other aspects of the Detrolt
conventlon in foture articles.

—JAMES P. CANNON.

Mussolini Sets
An Example of
”Disarq'lament"

Whitt may e expectéd from the
“THsurmunment™ conferences g indi-
cabed in oo speech by Mussolind in
his Chamber of Deputies om  May
Bt Dtaly will sgeead 3000, OO, (Wb
Hre on battleslips and o similar
amonnt on lfs alr Hest. This, he
remarked  surdonically, was done
Becanse “gisurmament bod at Jast
comne”.  The  constroction of the
Bt leships ool acroplancs will be
cartl=l ont fn =pite of a defielt of
FAWOAHNHEY e do the budget.
WHIL the bpdget be “bulanced” by
taxing the bankers and industrial-
fmts? O ve!  As usual the work-
ers lve o enery the borden of
paying for the way preparatlons.
“We are probably meving toward
a period of hnmanity reposing on a
levver standard of life, We must
not be alarmed by this  prospect
(e I'reseob-day humanity s very
strong and s ecapable of asceticism
10 suels ws owe perbaps have no
conceptlon of,  Thixz 1 his consol-
Ing ailvice o the ltalian workers.
It wax alse mecessary, he stressed,
to bower the cost of production so
Ialy conld face the competition of
nntions in the Internatlionsl
miaEkel.  This process he warned,
wortld eall for o general lowering
of anlnrles aml woges,

ol husr

SUBSCRIBE TO TUE MILITANT.

A Criticism of the Draft Program of
The American Workers Party

In the May Dwmy lssue of Laber

Hidney Hook that:
most significant features

terms  in
thomn."

talu ldeas already accepled as cor-
rect.  And slnce it 8 a8 program
that iz wnder discusslon the gues-
tion of whether these correct ldeas
bare actpally malotalned becomes
ihe essential one.

In his answer to this goestion
comrada Hook says: “For the firel
time o the history of the Amerlean
revolutionary partles an  attempt
hus been mude to present in lntel-
ligible fashion the essentlal mean-
ing content of such terms as “dicta-
torshlp of the proletnrint’, ‘soviets',
ete.”"  Forther oo in the same AF-
ticle we are admonisbed that it is,
“high time to abandon the ngeiatic
fixations which obstruoct clear think-
img."

After that follows the explanation
of the term osed In the AW.P. pro-
gram in presenting what it assumes
to be the meaning and the content
of the dictatorship of the proletar-
fat. And here we arrive at the
crux of the problem. What is pre-
sented as & break with the fetlshism

Will the Soviet Union Join the League of Nations?

The paliey of socialism In one
country  Is reapiog a4 pew  poad
mighty success, The Hoviet Unfon
iz abkout to be nccepted Into the
Loague of Natloos, At the samue
time that Sarceut aml Doomergus
are deporting Trotsky from Framncoe,
the Frepch forelgn minister Bar-
thoy Is negotlating with Litvinoft
om the conditlon for the entry of the
Soviet Unfon into the League of
Nations,

The existence of the League of
Matkons wos iun reallty serlonsly en-
dangeoed. Japao and Germany bl
oumee  more convipelngly proved its
lmpotence, even Parpagoay and Bo-
livin flouted it. The differences be-
tween France and Englamd threat-
ened to tear It asander, ‘The Loague
afl Mations expledes—a harsh melo-
dy o the prelode o0 the witches'
Sabbath of the coming World War,
For the Immsliate present, however,
the open collapse would have mennt
the destructlon of all the oforts of
French diplomacy of the post-war
period, would bave destroyed the
very last vestlge of France's hege-
mony on the continent. As a resuolt
it iz for Frenchk forelgn diplomacy
a mutter of tremewdoss nportanes
Lo =ave fThe League of Matlons o
pour new life into §. The preser-
vation of the Leagee of Nations
metus for Fraves the preservation
of the system of Versailles, the
stabllization of the Frewch brig-
amds peges, This Freosch policy
now fnds & new support io the
Bovict Unlon, ‘The accepiance of
the Hoviet Unlon into the Leagoe
of Natlona lends this bankropt In-
stitutlon a new shimmer. At best
ouly the Swizs Cheeses and the
Dteh Cleansers  fear the Soviet
Unmion s a revolutlonary force
whereas the French bonrgeoisie has
already long ago realized the truih
of the atarement which a Iussian
“revolutionary” diplomat  sarcastl-
cally expressed to Panl Honcoor,
“You ought to be happy that a
Communist Marty exlsta in France,
otherwise the revolution would
long wgo bave hecn made”

Petty Bourgeols Paclhsts Wil
Greet This Move

Not for oothing does the fAght
agalnat real proletariam revolution-
arvies, against Trotsky and the
Fourth Intermationsl, fiod Stalin
wid Doumergue allled with each
othwer, The soclal traitors amd petty
bourgesls pacifisis of all couniries,
however, become positively ecsiatle
a8 4 result of the move of the Soviet
Union. The Hoviet Unfon prevents
the bnkruptey of the peity bour-
geals policy of paeiism from  be-
coming foo apparcnt. Henderson's
peasure trips o the name of dis-
armament will now be backed by
Litvinef's anthority. Moreover, tho
lefiward tromd in the English pro-
letarint  pushes the Labor Party
politiclans directly toward the for-
matlon of a npew Anglo-Hussian
Committer., All the easier for them
it the League of Nations now as-
smmnes this role,

And how can the official Com-
munist partles of all conntries con-
demn the reformists and their pelty
bourgeols pacifist qualitics which
objectively forthers imperializem
and milltarlam? 1f the imperiallat
powers, France and England have
become “goarantors of world peace”
in the cyes of the Boviet TUnion, and
the maintenance of peace ab any
price—even at the price of aban-
doning revolutionary polley—Iis held
up a3 the supréme alm of Soviet
foreign policy, how can the French
Communists still attack Freoch im-
perialisms and milltarlsm? French
militariam, plundecing and bloedlly
suppressing Tunls and Morocco,

Fuglish imperbalism, enslaving de-
fenselesy londlops aod fellahs bave
become in the terminelogy of Sovlet
diplomaey, gnarnulors of peee !
What Will the Comintern Do?
Witl thix we hove greives] ab the
it hmportant problem which s

connecisl with the entey of the
Auviel Uwnivn jnte the Leagoe of
Nitions, =— maniely, what nre the

colgciquetices of this step for the
Lonhntorn LUharaeteristie, by the
way, of the lncredible decay of the
Comintern ool e seorn with
which ztalin treats i, is the fact
thaet 1l Lkiily of the Dunish Stal-
inists, e Cogenhagen Arbejder-
hlielel veport: the interview of Bar-
thon with Litvieolf a day luter than
Lhe bonrgeoks press, adding to the
caption ~“THE [sO0VIET IN THE
LEAGUE OF NATIONS" a guestion
minrk.  This guestion mark reveals
fur more deapdy the pitifual political
vele whicl stalin's Cominern hire
lhgs play than ten theorgtienl ar.
tich= of ours conld do.  The Soviet
Unionn cotérs the Lesgoe of MNa-
Pions ! Shoabd thot pot be discussed
b Tor el pad Comdntern mnd
all s aections even down o the
loeweat umit?  Should not a world
cungrtss or ot least an enlarged
KOO L pleimin pass o reselotion
upon Lhis%  Or is it ne concern of
thi revelutionary workers of the
workil, whal serl of & foreign policy
thele fatherlamd is porswiong? In
phaee of this, wews of this Import
appeears o the Connbunist  press
with the intredoction “according to
Llee Dpurgeols press" ! And the rev-
ulutbomary  @litors are npot  oven
cousHclons of their miserable  role,

Andl what sort of a policy will the
Comintern pursne from pow op a8
reghavds  the  Leaguwe of Natlons?
Drid pot the Dotchman Wijnkoop—
ancther misernble capitulator of the
Cominteri-—under the pressure  of
the revolmliowary criticism of the
Leagne of Natlons by our comeade
Sneevliet in the Duteh Parlinment
wily & few mounths age deliver a
thundering attack against this in-
strmment of the French, English and
Lruteh imperiulists “dropping wlth
Blood amd diet™r What will the
poor Wijukeeps of all couptries do
upw ¥ They will have o learn by
heart the foreign policy speeches of
their eollengues of the “soclal-fas-
elat™ factfon, Muosi wot the result
of the cutry of (he Sovict Union
Into the Leagoe of Nations foree the
Freneh Communilsts  Inte & truce
with theic own bourgeoisie?

What the German Sialinisis Say

A just at (he syme moment—
i the Rundschau of May Sth—ap-
pears the “pevized program of seclal
and pational Hberation®™ of fhe Cen-
tral Committee of the . P 4.
Opee ore seven whole parngraphs
are d@licated to the "peace of in-
famy of Versailles” which Hitler
et gt rid of.  Theses formula-
thoms close with the words:

“The proletarlan revolution, the
revolutionary working class, under
our leqailership: that i3, the one and
anly foree which can smash the
brigand= trenly of VYersallles, do

e TR

peart 8 poss=sible war of Hitler's which
has this as lis goal., It means ob-
Jectively lendiung the serviceg of a
helper's helper to the Fasclat neo-
fmgeeriallsts,

Thus appear the results of ten
years' theory and practles of “@o-
cinlism o owe couptry™. A com-
plete destruction of proletarian io-
ternationallsm, the ldeclogleal pre-
paration of a traositlon of the
Communista to the camp of Ita own
bourgeaishe,

Need for Fourth Imbermaiional

For the boopest proletarian revo-
lutionaries, in the ranke of the
Third International, however, the
cotey of the Soviet Unlon into
Lesgue of Nuatlong will e an eye-
opener to the necessity of the new
revolutlonary Fourth Intermational
which wages an unyielding loterna-
tional battle against the imperial-
Ists of all countries. The workers
will pecognize more and more that
ailly a4 battle of this kind can rdally
save the HSoviet Union from dedtruc-
tion. The Doumergoes, Baldwing
and Mussolinis will in a serlous test
prove themselves far more unreli-
able “supporters” of the Soviet Un-
fom  than the Chiang-kal-sheks,
Wang-tin-wels, Furcells and Clirines
in the years 1925 to 1827, It will
be oue of the dutles of the new

manding posts of the firat proletir-
fan state from the opportunistic
gervants of International imperial-
ismu in order to Al them with de-

tionists, —W.H.

Action we are informed by comrade’

the the dovirine of

Inigrnational to take away the com-|social-reformists and from

of terms i3 a  substitution which
changes, or certaialy at least, com-

“One of th&;plau-lr obseures the corpect bdea.
of the

Diraft Program of the AOW.F. I8 that | proletarist a8 & characterlzation of
it breaks with the fetlshism of|the workers' state during the per-
the revoluticoary tradi-)jed of transitlon from capltalism (o
We take this o mean thal]gommonlsm the term “workers' de
birw terms are being used foF 0T | mocracy™ 1z used.

Instemd of the dictatorship of the

It 13 this aubstitatien that com-
rade Hook defends In bis article
entitled “Murxlsm and Democracy”
in which be vpses a Marxian term-
inology but distoris the cssentlal
"mﬂ.:n:lng-wruh*pt." of Marzism.

In its defense comrade Hook
says: "“loday for historieal reasons
it s necessary to slress more (han
¢ver before the facty that the work-
ers’ slate 1s n workers' demoeracy.”
And forther on he adds: “The
wurkers' democracy must e couwn-
terposed to the capitallst dictator-
ship im its representative liberal
form as well as its fasclst form.”
Of eourse, ander a fasclst reghme,
aod against faselsio, democratic de-
manis and demands for workers'
democracy assume oaousual bmpaoer-
taoce, Baot that Is primarily io the
senge of agitatlon aod tactleal agpe-
proach to the masses. That, on the
other boand, the dictatorship of the
proletarint as a traosition perbod
signlfies & broader demogracy [han
hitherte knowo ls absolutely oor-
rect. 1t algnifies o workera' demo-
cracy in contradistinction to bour-
geols democracy. This s on essen-
tlal part of that form of state.  But
that alone does not characterize the
content of the workers' state. It s
valy one of its aspecia, The work-
ers’ state, to malntaio tself o
power, musl suppress the exploiters
who held power before and take
away thelr private property in the
medans of prodection as wall as eli-
minate them from the government,
It represents A new clasa rule which
makes workers' democracy possible.
It s because of these facts that in
deseribing our conceptlon of the
workers' state we use the term “ihe
dictatorship of the proletariat.”

Is It pot eorrect Do suy that the
aplelt of Marx's teachiugs conslat of
the dictatorship of
It Is also assumed
that the A'W.P. aims to Decome o
Marxion party. But how does It
come, that It s precieely on this
vital point that its presentation in
“Intelligible fashlon" so closely ap-
proximates Norman Thomas when
hie argucd against the left wing In
the Socialist Party. He puat it this
way: “Even in a transitlonal period
the Ideal to bold up and to work
for Ia workers' demogracy rather
than a dictatorship of the proletar-
iat, which meuns the dictatorabip of
one party.”

The comrades of the A W.I' waut
to distingulsh themeelves from the
{helr
coneeptions, Comrade Hook wlll
argue that this conception has
nothing Iln common with what he
meant. He has also told us before

the proletarlat?

termined proletarian world revolp-; what be thinks Marx meant. He is

well acnuainted with Marz although

Militant
“Minneapolis Shows the Way™

Minoeapolis showed bhow revolu-
tionary Communisis, who bave the
general interesis of the workers at
beart, instead of their own sectar-
ian party Inferests, can lead a
sirlke to a successful finish and
come out of it with & unlon of
7000 members. All this was not
accomplished over-night by some
magical formula of a guick road to
"miasd work™ #as some of our im-
patient eritbes have been demand-
g of ns. It was accompllshed by
working slowly and fuondamentally,
preparving every step in advance.

According to  Indlcatlons, the
C.L.A. branch in Minneapolis will
double its membership soon. This
too I8 not merely the result of the
splepdid work our comrades dld
during the strike. It 18 doe in a
large memsare to the fact that the
Minneapolls comrides have béan
busy clreulating the Militant among
the workera for & long period. Ino
this fleld too, “Minneapolis Shows
the Way."

In the frst Club Flap sub drive,
The Minogapolis branch sent In 128
new  sabseriptions, In the second
drive they have already porchased
40 cards. In additlion to these 40
eards which they have not yet dis-
posed of they have 150 subscribers

away wilil “|_| []“-. pardens of t_rlbutu.'#n[l thl"_‘r’ reoeivie R’ 'Dll!:lﬂh.‘ ﬂf lm

(we wordder if some day the news
will get to Heckert's car, that Ger-
many has for a long time oot pald
one plennig—W. 1) ond open the
cates of the cmpire for the volun-
tary union of all tolling Germans
fonly for e Germans? Perhaps
wccording to the principle, ‘A Ger-
man i3 he who i3 an Aryan'*—W.
H.3"

T et up the liberation from the
Versallles Treaty as one of the
chlef alins of the proletarian revo-

copies weekly, paying for them In
full at the end of each -month.
During the strike, they recelved am
additional buodle of G0 coples
weakly for which they have already

pald.

MNow, after their hard and stob-
born Jimmy Higging work in con-
nectlon with getting the workera of
Minneapolis to read the Militant,
our comrades there are begloniog
to reap the reaolts of thelr devoted
labors, Undeubtedly, many of the
most milliant Aghters during the

lution in Germany in the present

gltuation means that one must sup-¢strike weré from the ronks of those

Builders

who had been reading our paper
previously, What Minneapolls did,
other cities can do too when the
clrepmstances present themselves.

Every time you get a new reader
of the Militast, you get a prospec-
tive Aghter In the class struggle and
a possible member of the Commgn-
iat League of Amerloen,

TARKE ADVANTAGE OF THE
SPECIAL CLUB PLAN DRIVE!

BUY YOUR CLUB PLAN BURB
CARDA NOW!

THE DRIVE END3 AUGUST 1st.
NO CARDS WILL BE B0LD AF-
TER TIHAT DATE.

THE COMFLETE RECORD OF
SECOND DRIVE

Boston Branch
1. Borsook
Berkeley (Kogan)
Ben L. & 1. Portar
Cleveland Branch
Chicagne Branch

Chicago Friends of

The Milltant Club
Constance M.
Davenport Branch
Los Angeles Branch
Lo Apgeles {Doughty )
Leeser
Minneapolla Branch
New Haven Branch
New Castle Branch
Newark Branch
New York Local

(City Office  28)

{Harlem Hr. 4]
Oakland Branch
Philadelpbla Branch
Bpringficld Braoch
Zan FPranclsee Branch
Ban Franclsco {[Qaborno)
Bt. Louls Branch
Torouto Hranch
Toronte Youth Club
Waukegan Braonch

Honnduaie amw EPRaeson

e e e e e 00 e OO e

TOTAL

his vlews are very far from belog
Marxlst views, Comrade Hook and
the other AW.P. comrades will
point to the sectlen io thelr draft
prugram which says: “The revolu-
tlpnary government must be pre-
pared to meet the violence of the
overthrown but =atill daogeroos
cupltalist dictatorship. Agalnet the
forees of reactlon, seeking to recall
thie ald order, the workers must
fight with every weapon to establish

their own democracy. Agalnst cap-
itallst legality . . . must be Bet rav-
olutionary legallty . . ", ete. And

Low iz this to be achlaved? Ae-
cordiong te the Draft Program of
the AW, "a time will come when
tha majoer sections of the population
will support the principles of a
workers' democrkcy. As & measure
of defense agalost the auleldal
course of capitalist  dictatorahip,
the workers will take power.”

This zounds slmple enough. But
what s Iacking here in strategy
flows {rom the coocepdlon the au-
thora huve of the workers” state.
However, the guestion of strategy
we leave mside for the moment.
What s spid here about the work-
erg’ state, we grent, reads better
than ¢omrade Hook's interpreta-
tion; pevertheless ité shortcomings
are demonstirated more clearly by
these Interpretations, IE I Just
such lotecpretations and such ambi-
gulties which make possible for
(hode 1o the AW I, who say openly
that they are opposed to all dicta-
torahips, to stand with those who
clelm to be revolutlonists on the
sime progrim. Thus what 18 pré-
sented as abandonlong “llngulstie
dxations which obstruct clear thiuk-
ing" iz in reality o lack of clear
thinking., or to be more preclye—a
leck of revolutlonary thinking. The
intention of the authors may bhave
been the best but “the road to hell
s paved with good Inteotlons’

In the program of the revolutlon-
ary party Idets and terms must be
defined with absolute exactoess. We
would say that this must partieo-
larty apply today to the questlon of
the proletariam dictatorship; and
there are good reascons for that. A
lpok at the world movement will
convinee us that thie bas become
the burplog Issue with soclallst
workers adopting a leftward course.
On the gquestlon of the proletarian
dictatorship, they begin to express
thelr break with the whole concept
apd herltage of soclinl reformism.
In all of the recent European ex-
perlences this i3 gone of the lasues
which stand oug the most clearly.
The leftward moving socialiat work-
ers begln to glve an evaluatlon of
the proletarlan  dictatorship aod
counterpose It in name and essense
to the goclal reformist concept of
defense of bourgeols democracy
which helped to sirangle the prole-
tarlan revolution. They witnessed
the perfidlops part played by social
reformizm In these Earopéin events
and they also potles the Stalinist
bureaveratic apparatus DEREQTEs
which distort the character of the
workers' state. In vlew of this, a
party proclalming ltself to be reve-
lutlonary, can least of =il permit
the rexl meaning of the proletarian
dictatorship to become obscured.

Marxlsm constliutes a penernliz-
atlon of all workingelass experience.
This means that for Marzists It le
necesRary (o absorb every new ex-
perlence galoed. If we fall to learn
from the most recent ones, from
thoge moat fresh In owur mind, we
shall not bée able to learn at all. The
AW.DP, cannol proceed as if there
were no such experlence before It
upperted on the scene, Most cer-
inlnly 1t camnot assume to be & rev-
ulntionary party when procesding in
ithat way.

Comrade Hook says that the
greal mass of Amerlean workera are
non-political and that they must
therefore ke shown the true demo-
cracy—workers' democrucy—agninst
the folse democracy under capital-
tam. That 1s well and good Iosofar
a8 agltatlon amongst the masses la
congerned. Im that It 1s oecessatry
to adapt one's methods to reguire-
ments of exlsting conditions. Buot
the revolutlonary program (s an en-
tlrely different matter, It I8 the
gulde to actlon and its primary
parpose s therafore the educatiom
of the party ltself. Accepting com-
rade Hook's Interpretations, the
shortcomings In the AW.P. Draft
Program become really a matter of
adaptation not in methods and ap-
proach but adaptation of position.
It becomes an adaptation of the
program to the prejudices of the
backward workers. The regult will
be nelther a revolutlonary program
nor & revolutlonary party. It will
repel the advanced workers, and
fail to educate the backward work-
erd for they can be educated only
through the advaoced workers,
through the revolutionary section.

The most important hlstorlcal in-
gtrument in the epoch of wars and
revolutions I the party of the prol-
etariat. Buat it can attain its ob-
jective only on the baslas of ite own
clarity of principle.

—ARNE SWABECK.




