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Positions of Conﬂictiné é;ups

In the Socialist Party

It will be observed that the world
Congress of the Labor and Social-
Ist lwternatiooul, which came Into
belng, bol as a result of the desires
of the Bure, bul through pressure
of the defest iu Germaony, did oot
Herve o check Lhe agitation within
the ranks of the L.8.1. The Con-
gress aeoled as & spur Lo the luternal
ulscussivny  taking  place  every-
wihere, Huving Lrieily discussed
the Congress aud demonstrated the
growth of left wing groupings o
th: Inbernativnal, we most of mec-
edalty oecopy ourselves primarily
with the Awmerican Hoclulist Pacty.
No one can guestion the fact that
e Americaiy groups rellect world
ovents uud the decisions of the
Avugust Cougress,  But fu the Undt-
ed Htates, seme pecullur aml ioter-
estivg chunges took pluce. ‘The sit-
vathvn bere does oot mirror exactly
the situutlon i Eorepe from  the
point of wiew of purly polities,
Thers js uw greater confusion in
America as woe shall seon deiect,

Ab the Congress, thy reactiousary
‘Wing of e lotersationdal wis i
complele control, The Congress re-
affirmed the policy of reformism of
the L.#.1. lo conllict with this
position of the Coogress and the
wajurity of the delegations, stued
the Polish Bund whlch rallied to its
gldde 14 vobes out of SH or pore
The resolution oy was shown, de-
clared, for an end té the policy of
reformn and iu favor of the “pevo-
lutionary™ (¥) struggle fur power,
for the, destroctioon of capiialisin
and the iostitutivn of the “dictator-
ghip of the revolutionary party dur-
fug the perlod of Soclaliat construc-
Lien',

It demanded an end to the policy
of “coalition govermnmenls”, support
of disarmament conferences, ofbe,
Un each of thes: guestions, ihe
Bund demonstrated, confusivn amnd
showed that it had oot learnsl any-
taiog since it endesvored to ald in
the construction of the 23 Interoa-
tlonal. It does not distingwish be-
tween the Dictatorship of the Pro-
letaviat and the “idetatorship of
the Party”. Nowheére s there oaeh-
tion made of the Soviels and their
role in the struggle for power and
ufter its seizuve. It speaks of the
“development of the dictatorsbip by
the revolutlonary classes (!} into a
dictarorship of the workers and
peasants™, The resclution calls for
“mew copditions of stroggle”, aod
gays too, that the Socialist Parties
must prepare “without fail for the
negessities of direct action”.

The Fondamental Questions

All of this, however, does not ex-
plain bow, or what, is meunt. We
pald last week that now s not the
time to write new doctrioes, The
program of Bolshevism answers
every question ralsed by the left
winga lu the Hoclallst Internationanl
and it answers these gquestions with
chirlty and, completeness.. What the
Bund has done has been to reiterate
i sgtand It has bheld now [or more
than & decade and bring it up to
date. The early Congresses of the
Communist lotermational answensd
the questlons of the Struggle for
Power, the Dictatorship of the Pro-
letariat, the Btruggle ageinst War,
the Unlted Front, ete. ‘Lhey were
answered then In detall and with
thoroughness.  The balf answers
aod balf-truths contained in the
Bund position, can only lewd to con-
fuslon. In this respect the progrom
of the Revolotlomary Policy Com-
mittea In” Ameérioa is far clearer
than that of the Pollsh Bund, and
even thot is bot yet & compplete
Marxlst position,

But in spite of the confusing and
vague character of the Hond posl-
tlon 1t served as the starter Iln the
International discussion raging lo
the Partics of the Social Democra-
cy. For that it deserves merit. But
pome of (he groopings starfing
where the Bund began are now far
abhead of It. The Bund instead of
moving abead 13 standing selll.

In the first artlcle we spoke of
the following groups existing in the
American Soclalist Party: The Re-
volutionary Polley Committes, the
Miltants, the Forward Assoclation,
the Olf Guard (Oneal, Lee, ete.),
the Wisconsln Organization, the
followers of the Polish Bund, the
“Chicago Left Wing" of Benlor and
HKroeger. Polltically, there are not
B0 MAnY groups or grouplets, Such
a division serves the purpese of
differentiation, A political classid-
cation would find the IL.P.C. and the
followers of the Bund on the Left,
the ld Guard, the Forward Asso-
clation and the Wiscongin Organiz-
ation on the Right, with the leaders
af the American delegation, Erioe-
ger and Senlor, which supported the
Bund in Burope (!} and the Mili-
tants to whom they really belong
ready to fall in lne with any ma-
jority.

The B. P. C.

1. Tha Revolutionary Policy
Committes. The articles of comrade
Cannon bave alrendy discussed in
detnil the politleal position of this
group. It 18 necessary however to
examing thelr phyelognomy a hit
more. Withont o doubt, the soclal
compoaltion of the gronp is Qs
greatest weakness, The group s

3. The R.P.C. and Its
Program

wade up primarily of the petty-
bourgests and [ntellectual section of
o farty, o great many of these
pewmg gradustes of the League for
industvial Democracy. ‘Thus, while
Lhis grouwp vujovs a grewt interest
Pl even support for its views, lis
sk of roows lu the larty proper,
monpers ks ludoepes over the pro-
eturinn section of the organization,
ifhe sympaibies that it enjoys so
Iar have liltle realization o organ-
atipnal gulios, 'l.'_llﬁ- Frogram 18
slgned by over BU  actlve party
wembers, few however, baving any
declsive  lofluence ou the Party.
Must of these are new in the move-
ment,. While ity program s
aleemd of that of the Buod, its clos-
Bl approximdlion in this Gouniry,
e LLANG, hus be cobuectlon with
e Bund, Similarly with. respect
o the watter of oteroutional coun-
pecthuny,  Though s exl@tence s
o be expliined by interoational
evells avd g reflection of jnfer-
sational curreuts o the L3S0, the
group lends o completely “national”

cxistence. This s conlirmed by its
program  oun  “laternational Hela-
Lions™,

Phe WAC, represents s serlous
movement within the 8. . towards
Alargism. s program is oot yet
Marzism, bul bus woved o loog way
in Lthat direction. The great num-
et of omlssious frots ils program
plves b ul best g skeleton eharacter,
It is not sullicient, bowever, to of-
fer skeleton views Lo the socialist
workers. You must take each fon-
damental guestion aod palpstaking-
Iy unalyse it fromn the vantage polot
of Marxism, HEuch goestion bus to
pe thoronghly aud completely dis-
cugsed, every varinot conshlered.

K. . . Frogram

The entive program s slx pages
long. Within these slx pages are
contaloed the positlog of ithe H.P.C.
ont; The Road to Power, War, Labor
Policy, 1 Labor Party, the United
Frout, NIIA, Farmers, Negroes, the
Aliddle Class, Ehe Soviet Unlom, ln-
terpational Helations and Con
cluslons,  Quite obviously in such
boumdaries u program can not toach
properly on any of the guestions 1o
discusses. Bot this s pot the maio
criticlsm we have to make. Our
main eriticlsm of the H.P.O. 13 that
on the fumdmnentul guestions 1t is
cither ambiguous, Incomplete, or
wrong. ‘This in spite of the fact
that in genernl the program s of a
left- character, in the direction of
Communism,

The gquestion of the Ddctatorship
of the Proletaviat is o cose in polnt.
After declacing in faver of Ik the
program says nothing of the Boviets,
their position in the siroggle for
power and thelr relatlon to the es-
tablishment aod existence of the
proleiarian  dictatorship. On the
one hand it speaks of the workiog
cluss atate 48 “au entirely new type
of state”, without saying anywhere
that the aapitalist state most be
destroyed and replaced by the work-
ers’ state, Becuuse of thls lack of
clarity it ecan conclode this section
of the program by saying: “Once
|soclalista are In possesalon (1) of
the state machinery by the mandate
of the workers, their task is to se-
gure and Insure the governmental
povwer for the vletorious revolotlon
by armiog the workers for Its de-
fense agaiost all possibility of a
connter - revolutionary  reslatance,
aml to procesd o transform the eco=
nomie and soclal basis of soclety.”
Which state machinery 18 referred
te here? It I3 by no means clear,
Appurently the capltallst state
machinery ! By the mandate of the
workers! What kind of a mandate?
The seizure of power as a result of
the armed struggle of the proletar-
lat or a ballot victory? The R.P.C,
may protest and say: But we have
alrendy declared that we are for
the workers state, the new typa of
state based upon the Workers
Councila. Neverthelega, it s not
clear preclsely what 1s meant in the
TOETAMm.

Thd Question of the State

The gquoestlon of the state is the
most important question for the
mvmuti_nnnr.! movement. It Is upon
the evaluation of the state fhat the
workers' movement remalng divided ;
an this guestion the 2nd lnter'hlﬂnn—
al aplit. The organizatlon of the
Communist International was the
oubteome. And here too, the ayndi-
callats and anarchists are divided
from the rest of the workers' move-
ment. Quite serlously and earnest-
Iy, we suggest that the R.P.C. make
4 thorougn stody of thes decuiments
of the Communist International om
the question of the State and the
DMetakorship of the Proletariat,
preparad for the 2od Congress, Once
clarifled, the H. P, C. ¢can be-
come the Instrument of elarifylng
and educating the ranks of the B.F.,
drawing large sectlons of Its work=
org to the glde of the revolution.

On “Internatlonal Relations"” the
program i wholly inadequate and
15 In fact false. It says: “The So-

clalist Party of America must make

every effort 1o get the above prioc-
iples {of the RP.C—A.G.) udopled
by the Labor asd Soclalist lnterna-
tiopal o order that it may be the
effective instrument in promoting
the world revolution”. ‘Uhe program
councludes with the followling declar-
atlon Io bold type: “THERE 143 AB-
SOLUTELY Nuo HREASON (abso-
lutely pome —AMG.) WHY THE
SOCIALIST PARTY OF AMERLICA
CAN BUT MEET THE OFPPORTU-
NITY WHICH CONFRONTSE 1T
TUDAY IF 1T ALHPTS A CLEAR,
WELL - LEFINED PHUOGHRAM
BASEDl UPON THE ABOYE
PRINCIPLES AND TACTICES ANL
SETS UP ADEQUATE MACHIN-
ERY FOR EFFECTIVELY I'UT-
TING THESE PRINCIPLES 1LXTO
AUTION." Un ooe of the most de-
clalve guestions faciug the workers
movement foday the program actu-
ally says Mithg and what it does say
i wrong. It orlentates itself com-
petely upon the Zod International.

The guestion of Hialloism, the ex-|

Istence and role of Cenirlasm, aond
the movement for (he 4th loterna-
tlonml are eotirely left out of the
program. VWiihout even as muach as
u mention of these guestions it is
clénr why the KFY.0. bhas oo geow-
lwe interpoational orlentatlon.

“Reforming”™ the Ind International

These guestions are of fondamen-
tal charpcter. Aronod these the
R.P.C. con make or break itself.
While on many issges it 18 moving
toward o position of Marzism, It is
not thera yet, When Lovestone says
that “In substmnce, the program of
the R.P.C, ls Marzlan”, it only ax-
pressea hin patropizing attitode to-
ward the R.P.C. and bis desire to
tie this movement te the kitea of
Stalinism. Genwine revolutionaries
will endeavor to help the HEP.C. to
move completely 1o communism,
that §s, to revelutionary Marxiam,
From its position on “loternationsl
Relations" it s obvlous that the H.
P, orlentates ltself on the basls
of the policy of reforming the Ho-
ciallst Party and the Labor and
Sociallst Imterpational. ‘There s
not the slightest hinot that the fun-
damental character of social demo-
cracy maeke It impermissible to re-
main within its ranks. The posai-
bility of a break ls not even ooun-
tenanced In the program. And as
wlready poloted out, its relation to
the other Interpationkl movements
18 Ill}t-_ even as much as mentiomed.
The MH.1"0. must begin rapidly to
clarlfy ita position on all these gues-
tiong, and make clearer lts point of
view on those -polnts expressed in
the progeam. It should oot itself
deeply among the proletarian layers
of the party and seek sapport there.
We shall endeavor to help the B.PUC.
miake these stéps forward .and draw
the proper conclusions to thelr pres-
ent stroggle.

—ALBERT GLOTZIER.
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JOIN THE COMMUNIST LEAGUE

Theoretical Organ
Out _{I.!!_]F 1st

An excellent first number of the
NEW INTERNATIONAL magszine
will greet geaders when the long-
awnited monthly theoretical review
of the International Communists
comes off the press on Jupe 15t
The partial list of articles and spe-
cial features to appear in the fieat
numbser of the NEW INTERNA-
TIONAL will appeal fo all inter-
egted] in réading a Joornal of revo-
lutionary Marxism.

Among the features are:

1. Editorial: For the Fourth In-

ternutional !

2 A Revilew oo the NHA—by
Jack Weber,

3. The Amerlcan Workers Party:
Communizm or Centrism—by
AMax Shachiman.

4. The Marxism of Bidoey Hook

—Dby Maurice Speclur,

On the Communist Party—by

Arne Hwabeck

B leecline of the Progresalve
Minera of America—hby Joseph
Angelo.

7. The Urislz In the Socialist
LPavty—by J. I*. Canoon,

8. Sualin—by L. D. Trotsky.

1 Boom, Crisis sud Strike Wave
—by Wenver,

0. ls France Nexti—by Marsh,

11. The Yienwa “Compume —Dby
A, Max | pen neoe of u prom-
inent German Commonbst).

12, Archives of Holshevism {uon-

published manuscripts).

Ineluded in the Book Heview Bec-
tion are: Celine's “Joarney to the
tind of the Xight", revlewed by Earl
Birmey ¢ Hivera's “Lortrait of Am-
erien, reviewed by Pauls Mendes;
Eastmun's “Artists in Uniform”, re-
viewed by David Eroest; Bager
and Lkentsch on the Austriagn Olvil
War, reviewed by Moz Shachiman.

ither material, in additbon, will
appear, all of which will belp to lay
the foundutlen for the growth of a
legding theoretical organ of Bolshe.
vism.

The NEW INTEEMATIONAL iz
being published by the New luber-
national Publishers Association, and
there is the greatest confidence that
the kind of magazine so greatly
peedel ond desieed by thioking
Marxists will come into existence
with the publication of the NEW
INTERNATIONAL.

Consistent Anancial support Irom
ita resilers will & peccssary In or-
der to malntain the mogozine and
to Imcresse its size, from g begin-
ning #2 puges, ut the earvliest op-
portanity. The subscription price
iz £1.30 per year in the United
Siates and $1.75 per year in Canada
and other foreign couniries, Single
copies are 15 cents. [onations and
subacriptions are needed and asked
for NOW. Pluce your order today
for the NEW INTERNATIONAL
magazine: only a limited ndmibar
will e published as per onders
prive to publication.

Send donations and sobsceiptions
Ko

=r

THE KEW INTERNATIONAL,
ETATION D, P 0. BOX 118,

NEW YORK, N. ¥.

Under the Iron

Editor's Nete— The following
b the third of a series of articles
vontribated to the discossion of
the movement for & new party by
Felix Morrow,

L L] L L]

The preceding articles have dis-
cussed two of the main tepdencles
which stand between the A, W.F.
wnd the road to the new revolution-
ary party amd International.

1. The A. W. ¥. has fallef to
break eritleally with the reformist
past of s predecessor, the Confer-
cnge for Mrogeessive Labor Action;
there is daoger of reformist hang-
overs, especially since the conlempi-
wous or indifferent attitude towarnd
theory, expressed by leading A.W.P.
members, prevents examination of
fundamentils,

11. The most slgnificant example
of the AW.PSs losufficlent break
with reformism js thak its present
criticism of the Stalinist party s
little diferent from that earller
voloced by the reformist C.P.L.A. By
Pacing the plome on “sectarianism’,
the American scene”, and & lack of
vmphasis on the regeneration of the
fondamentals of Communlsm which
gave the Comiatern, incloding the
C.EUOHA, its powerfol vitality up
o 1824,
11}

When we examine the character
of the internatitnalism espuwsed by
the AW.I*, herc again we fod the
baleful infloence of the myth of
“sectarianlsm”. The A.W.I*. Pro-
ETAN Ba¥8:

"« « The workers in each coon-
try are foced with certain condi-
tione, they bave un ceridin back-
groand, tradition, psychology. A
revolutionary purty must “leel’
all this, feel how the workers in
the country feel and think. ‘Chis
cannot be commuondeated to e
from the outaide,

“These fupdamental principles
of revolutlonary strategy have
been disregarded by the Third In-
ternational.” (p. 28)

The elevatlon of national peewli-
arftiea Into "“fundamental prinei-
ples™ and the attribation of Hialin-
ist failure to theld disregard—both
are false,

The fondamental preiociples of
revolutionary strategy flow from
the nature of world capltalist so-
clety amd its present stage of de-
velopment. Needloss to suy—npeed-
less to anyonme whe has read the
docoments of the early Congresses
of the Comintern—special pecaliar-
itles In spechiic countries are to be
allowed for; and these the parties
In the given countries sbould deal
with,

But the problem of allowing for
auch specific conditions has never
been a cruclal one. Certainly this
probléem was not the cauke of Stal-
inlst fallure. What, for example,
has the theory of soclal fasclam and
the united front from below (which
are practiced of course on o World
geale) to do with “how the workars
in the eountry fecl” What thesa
|theories disregard is the nature of

Heel of Chiang Kai Shek

Shanghal, May 2, (By Mail)~
Cold Inertlas holde the Chinese labor
movement in its paralyzing grip.
May Day passed in Shanghai yes-
terday without causlog the Talntest

ripple, The North-China Dally
News reports laconleally: “Polles
anthorities  took precantionary

measures agalost possible disturb-
ances by reactlonary elements.
Nothing untoward happened during
the day.” Even the mild demon-
gtrations of former years, when a
few Communists gathered at crowd-
ed street corners, shouting slogans,
acattering handbllls, and dsappear-
ing a8 soon as & pollceman came
upin the scene, were abandoned this
year, In other Industrial cities It
was the same In Kuomintong
China, the reaction refgns supreme.
triumphant, unchallenged,

- Last yenr's wiave of workers' de-
fensive struggles oceasloned by the
growth of oppression and the more
and more devastating attacks on the
workers” livallhood, has weakened
almost to the polnt & petering out
completely, Withont Independent
unions and In some casea without
unlons at all; deprived of a mili-
tant, class-conscious  lenderabip;
poverty-stricken and without funds
to malntaln an effective strike or-
ganlzation—the strikes that took
place were doomed In advance., A
whale serles of defeats, with searce-
Iy & bright spot of partial victory to
relleve the gloomy pleture, lately
culminated in the Ioss of & strike
by the four thousand workers of
the Mayar Bllk Works, largest of
its kind in Shanghal. For several
weeks the workeras held out against
a 10 percent wage-cut and then re-
torned to work In disorderly re-
treat.

This strike 1z worthy of some
dotailed attention, since it is char-
acteriatle of the whaole recent atrike
movement in China. The Mayar
workers strock atone., Thelr lead-

erd held no prior consultation with
the workers ln other sllk factories
with a view to enllsting thedr sup-
port. ‘There is no union for the
entire industry., Indeed, most of the
sllk workers are eotirely uoorgan-
ized, although they are among the
most fenrfully expiolted of China's
irwlusirial proletariat. They work
i 12:-honr day for a plttance beside
which the fifteen-dallar weekly In-
come of a C.W.A. worker In Amer-
fea appears munificent, The Mayar
workers struck under other strong
disadvantages, Theirs was the last
of A serles of strlkes that have taken
plage in the Shanghal sllk industcy
during the st twoe to three years.
Other sectlons of the sllk workers
had gone down In defeat one after
the other. Thus, without prior
agreement, there existed no prospect
that the Mayar workers would goin
the support of thelr already defent-
ed fellow-workers by mEﬂ-l'l-ﬂ af sym-
rthetic strikes,

Defeat In  these elroumstances
wig inevitable. Boat the Mayar
atrike should and could have been
uge] ae the basls for a great cam-
palgn to organize the workers in
the entire silk industry with the
perapective of a foture stroggle on
an industry-wide scale. This was
not. done, The members of the Left
Oppozitlon, who had wvaluable «<on-
tacts with leading strikers, falled
te get the necessary slogang  put
forward. They only thought of
them when the strike was already
on the wane and plunging to defeat.
Aloreover, they falled to advance
the democraglc slogans of the Left
Oppeaitlon and Unk them up with
the strike stroggle, althoogh condl-
tions were moat propitious.  The
strike was proseribed by the author-
ities and the strikera forbigden to
hold meetings or demonstratlons.
Here wea a firat-class opportunity
to popularize democratle demands
among a large number of workers

and to link these with our central

slogan for the convocation of the
National Assembly.

Desplte. government prohibition
the sirlkers did demonstrate. Dut
Instead of Jdemonstrating before the
factories with a view to winning
the support of thelr fellow-workers

largely futile gatherings before the
Bureaun of Social Affalrs, a Eoomin-
tang organ whose fonctlon s to
break strikes by decelt, cajolery and
intimidation.

The Htalinlsts possess noe Infla-
enca among China's Industrial pro-
letarviat. Privately they will admit
that the optimistic material found
in the congress speeches of the
“genial leader”" amd his henchmen
—Plrtnitsky, Manuilsky, ¢t al—are
a0 much balderdash. In the strike
of the Mayar sllk workers they
plaFed no part, Thelr sglogans for
the workers are valn admonltions
to “Joln the Red Army" and “Sup-
port the Soviet Distrlcts,” which in
the circuomstances are a  stopid
mockery of the workers' struggle.

Thua May Day, 1934 passed opn-
notleed In KEuomintang China, ex-
cept for official Kuomintang gath-
erings and a Nazl flag-ralsing ocere-
mony which took place before the
German consulaie-general in Shang-
binl, whem fascist orators empha-
slzed the significance of May 1 as
definitely commemorating “the na-
tlonalization of labor as an integral
factor of German life today.” While
these ceremonles proceeded, prole-
tarlan China bowed [ts hack under
the lash of reactlon. In Shanghal.
life proceeded as nsual. In the pale
dawn the workers streamed in thelr
tens of thousands to the factories.
Along the water-front and In the
gtrects, with the son high io the
heavena, the coolies stralned at
thele inhpman loads, watering their
tracks with thelr sweat,

Mot a volee of protest nor & note
of rebellion anywhere!

—LUCIFER.

in the silk industry, they went into].

3. What is Its Position
On Internationalism?

world capitalist soclety, specifically
the mature of reformism and the
proletarlat. These  errors  have
pothing to do with national psyeho-
logy, condilions, ete,

From such o false starling poeint,
the A W.F. moves, oot i the diree-
tlon of o revolutiondry internatien-
al, but of & logae league of natlonsl
purtle-ﬁ like the Hecound Internation-
ul. Umnce the “feel” of the countiry
is identified with “lundoamental
principles of revolutionary strate
g¥”, and it I8 asserted that ~This
cannot be communicated to iE (the
party) from the ocutside™ (ootside
—what a word to describe the woerld
profetorial!) we cunpol but expeal
that the whole guestion of the in-
ternational will be pul in Derms
allen fo the Communist tradition.
Here "are the crpcial sentepces of
the AW. P, Program:

“Unguestionnbly, internotional
machivery f& deeded through
which the labor and revolution-
ary movements muy excbange

views and organize joint activities

to wdvunce the wltimate object of
u workers’ world, Under eertain
circomstances, the moegt direct
and practical kind of cooperation
between the lnber and revolotion-
ary movements of two or more
countries 1s possible, and may
profoundly  nfluence  wordd  de-

vielupments, a2 ¢y o geoeral
gtrike against war in several
countries.  Joint  revolotionary

movements may concelvably be
carried through simultaneously in
several conntries in some interna-
tional ¢risls, and an International
revolutionary general staff is re-
quired in such a situation.” (pp.
2T-28). (my emphasis)

This pussage 15 full of fundares-
tal errors, We shall consider them
ungder two pointa; 1, The discipline
of & revolutlomary international,
2, The role of an international rev-
elutionary general staff.

1. Just what 013 meant by the
twa references to “labor iz not
clear. lLet us hope that it cannot
mean labor parties;, for no revelu-
tlonary international can  include
reformist orguniztions, Now, Do
party cwn belong to & revolutionary
international without adhering te
itd primciples and decislonz.  Decl-
s.pns are to be preceded by thor-
ough discussion throughout the
parties — but  the “exchange of
views™ is to be followed by conelu-
slons by vote of the majority; and
the conclusions musi be binding on
all partics in the International.
For what revolotionary parties
geek i3 mnot the mere unity of the
workingelass o and of iiself—
which i correct, and valoable, on
the trade gnion level—but o fighting
unity for revolutlowary overthrow ;
and for thiz, the highest type of
uniform dizcipline iz necessary. To
say, a3 the AW.F. Progrim says,
that parties “may excbange views”
—and to say nothing about coming
to gonclusions, and the bindivg na-
ture of the concluslons—this 1z to
b amblguous about the asgence of
a revolutionary Internatlonal.

2, The AANW.P. Program borrows
the term “internatwonal revolution-
ary general staff” from the commu-
nlst tradition. But what does it de
with the term? In Ccommunist
tradition the term Is o syoonym for
. « the International itself. The
work of the International is a con-
tinnous work. Iis task Is the grand
strategy of the world revolution.
What is the relatlon between the
general staff and the party leader-
ship of a given country? The party
lepdership s itsell part of the
general  staff  and participates in
Inying down the grand strategy.

Hut this commuanlst conception of
the genceral staff has mnothing In
oommon with that of the AW.P.,

which makes the general staff into
& unlted front committee, “Under
certain  clroumstances”,  “joint”,

“glmultaneously”, “staff is reguired
in such & shtovation"—these are
phrases which deseribe temporary
united fronts. They do not describe
the role of the revolutlonary gen-
eral staff,

Whether we fan agree with the
AW P eventually or not, let nus at
least hegin with clarity, Where
terms are used without specific
meaning being glven to them, they
have their historical meaning. The
general stal iz a term of the com-
muniat tradition meaning a perma-
nent, condinsously functioning, or-
gan of the world party. If all that
the A 'W.P. proposes as internation-
al machinery I3 the united front,
temporary, and ogcasional, let it
sy Bg; but let It not give to this
Instrument—a useful, but limited
and transitienal one — the tltle
which I8 Thistorlcally associated
with the highest organ of the world
proletariat.

Were the foregoing quotatlons all
that the A W.F. has to say on the
question of the international, there
wionld be nothing more to say, for

sach vlews are not thoss of a traly
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revoluticuary party. But on the
very same poges with the foregolng
quotations appears the explanation
of them. Tha whole gection of the
Program dealing with the Interna-
tionul is, in fact, pervaded with =
fear of contradietions arising be-
tween the development of the Amer-
lean party and the work of the In-
ternatipnal. Here, agaln, it 18 clear
thot the AW.P. has pot thought out
thorouzhly the differences between
the perversions of Internatlonallsm
procticed by the Sinlinist burefun-
crucy, amd the necessary principles
of o j__:i.'nu:lnu]s Communist Interna-
tivnal, ‘This is what is behind such
formulations as this in the Pro-
gram: “The problem of developlng
an effective International is an ex-
cavdingly complex ons, The Am-
crican Workers Party will be con-
cerned fo do all that is in its power
toward Its solutlon, and remain in
sympathetic contact and engage In
discussions, , . . Emphatically, how-
ever, we assert that our absorblng
comaern . . . k=, . . On OoUr owo
doorstep, . . . “Emphatically, how-
ovar' is the cropelal phrage, This
counterposing of the two tasks—the
International and the party—la then
regolved by declaring that “we shall
best szerve [he tollers of all lands™
by making the American revolution.
This would indesd be o great ser-
vice—but has it oecurred to the
AW.P, that the internatlonalism de-
mangded of them is not a guestion
of social serviee on thelr part to
help the workers of other lands—
such, indeed, is the favor of this
section of the AW.P. Program—
but thot the pooperation of the
workers in olher landa may play a
decizive role in the Amerlcan revo-
lution?

it could enally be shown that the
indiferenee toward the role othar
peoples will play In the American
revolution arises from a still un.
clear theory of the state oo the
part of the A.W.P. The Program
stotes : “State power iz national, not
internationnl, It has to be taken
in Berlin, London, Parls, Washing-
tom. . . " Hemember, the power of
the American class extends across
the two Amerlcan continents, Into
China (now becoming as important
te America a3 it is to England),
and ¢reeping across Europe. Who
shall say, at this moment, that the
oppartunity for the American work-
ingelass to overthrow the state, will
not ¢ome because the Chiness revo-
Intton will brenk out just when the
Ameriean bonrgebisie Is most de-
pendent on Ching. {Of equal welght
with ita role for Ching, had It been
swccensful, was the role of the
Chinesas Revolutlon of 1923-1927 in
facllitating the Engllsh revolution),
And i the Houth Amerlean, Carrl-
bean and Asiatle workers are part
of the domaln of ihe Amerlein
bourgeolsie, shouald they not ba
united with the Amerlcan workers,
not in  temporary agresments or
minal expressions of good will, bot
by # generak gtaff? Onee this is
agreed to, the relation hetwesn two
imperiallstic reglmes loglcally leads
to the inclusion of all workers undar
the one general staff.

Wrong as the international per-
gpective of the AW P, Is, however,
and dangerous as the consegquences
of the position might be If held on
bo, Bt would beteay o lack of ioslght
if one were not to see the healthy
instinct behind such a remark as
Muste's at the recent AW.P con-
ferences : “The 1917 Revolution was
made wlth no international aid."™
Of course Musie I8 wrong; of
course he ignores the extraordinary
international experience of the Bol-
shevik leaders; he igoores the In-
ternatwnal aid of . . . Marx and
Engels. But the healthy -instinet
ls thersa, nevertheless, What Muoste
ig snying s that the Amerlean Rev-
olution ¢an be made with no more
wid than the Russian, if necessacy.
But this healthy instinet has
nothing to do with an  attitode
which may seem to be slmilar but
s poles apart, Muste 18 wrong;
bt by his own principles he can be
ahown, I think, that they logically
requlre a penninely revolutlonary
Internatlonal, a permanent geoeral
staff of the world revolotion.
When, hpwever, at the same con-
ferences, J.B.5, Hardman spoke, be
sald: “Huosslan interference with
other countries was iovariably bad
—preclsely because of the things
which made the Russlan Revolutlion
succesaful; Tenin's knowledge of
Russla was only sorpassed by his
lack of knowledge of other people.”
Thiz iz not only td rewrite falsely
the hilstory of the Husalan Revolu-
tion, making it depand on the “fesl"
of the country. This I alsc—for
Hardman s talking here of the
Comintern from fits Arst days—to
renounce the possibility of Interna-
tlonalism. For to designate the
herdgic internationalizm of 1919-1824
as “Nussian  interference”—this la
bt o step away from chaovinlam.

It ia to be sincerely hoped that
the AW.P. turns its stepsa away

from this false¢ road, and movea in-
atead in the direction of the new

‘revolutionnry party and Internation-

al. —FELIX MOREOW.



