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REVEIWING
THE NEWS

Gigolos and Hings

The falling off in the custom of
Amerlcan and British dowagers hit
the French gigolos hard. One of
the best at the trade whose service
fee had been $32.50 per hour was
driven to sulelde. Competition from
royalty and other titled gentry was
too much for him. Let po one think,
however, that the slump in the gig-
olo business means the end of this
trade. Quite the contrary. The
sodeess of the season's firsl court
reception held by King George in
Buckingham Falace shows that the
drop in the Parls gigolo market
wis & shiftlog of the consumer de-
mand to the higher priced lines.
This reception, according to press
reports, was a scene of uoequalled
splendor. Diamond diadems, banks
of fowers, concealed orchesira mu-
ple, glittering uniforms, trailing
gowne with 12-foot trains, were
pome of the features. Bejewelled
American Jdaughbters of “rugged In-
dividualism™ were ready to ex-
change some of papa’s millions for
titled gigolos. And the titles were
on display like bananas in the First
Avenue market.

In some resorts in Parls gigolos
are given as prizes in lotterles.
The wealthy harlots, usvally, Eng-
Hsh apd American dowagers whose
husbands are too busy skinning the
workers, buy as many as ffty to
one bhundred tickets, Onée won as
& prize, the gigolo must spend the
next twenty-four hours with the
pillar of socicly who won bhim, Io
conrt receplions, not rafles, but
aunctions, are held, blddlog being
earrled om secretly. Omnce bought
the titled male remains with the
purghaser until diverced. Hae ia
then agaln io the market just like
& used car. In King George's mark-
et, which s somewhat exclusive,
wuch “second band models” are not
allowed on display. !

The New York Tinws reports
that, following the King's reception,
His Royal Highness the Prines of
Walea laft to visit the uoemployed.
How long will the British workers
put up with soch insults?

I
May 1st and May 17th

The Daily Worker report of May
1st told of anything from 150,000
to Mike Gold's 400000 as taking
part in a “nnlted front against fas-
clem under the leadership of the
(. P." The Daily Worker report of
the antl-Nazl demonstration agginst
the Hitlerite rally in Madison
Square Garden, May 1Tth, stated
that w demonstration of 1,000
FCL'%ers and Y.PSHL'ers took
place. A fow guestions are in order.
1. Where were the paper 400,0H0-
160,000, or even the actunl 25,000
who took part in the May Ist Stal-
iniet parade? 2. If the . P de-
dided to do nothlng on May 1Tth,
then how come the reported Y.C.L.
patticipation? 3.  As the actual
fact §s that the Anti-Nazi demon-
stration was organized by the Com-
mublst Leagoe (connter-revolutlon-
ary Trotskyiter) and the Y. P.8.1.
{8ocial-Fascists) how come that
the Dally Worker, instend of de-
nouncing this “Unholy Alllance”
gave ergdlt to the Y.OL. for it?
And last, why those who 50 effee-
tively broke up the Anti-Fascist
Madison Square Garden meeting of
the 3, P. and the trade anions didn't
do a damn thing against the XNazi
rally? Or do they consider o mis-
erable meeting in Cooper Unlom to
listen to Rabbd Goldsteln the way-to
defeat Fascism in Americea?

" & @ W
The Crisis and the Socialist Party

Speaking on votes lost to the
Communist Party in Germany in
1831, Tarnau, a leader of the Ger-
man Soclal Democerats sald at the
Leipzig Congress, “If the spectre of
pnemployment had not hovered over
the hallot box, this day wonld have
béen writtén differently in the pages
of German history.”

The Soclalist New Leader of May
12, 1084, writes: “Since the Danish
Boclallat Labor Party took over the
government in 1920 and sinee the
five past years were vears of de-
pression  and uanemployment,  one
kad the right to expect that the
Soclallst Party wonld lose s=ssme
support among the workers."

What manner of “revelutlonary™
party is there that cxpects to lose
support as capltallsm breaks dovwn.
“If the atrophy of capitallem pro-
duees the atrophy of Lhe Boclal De-
moeracy, then the approaching death
of capitallam cannot but denote the
early death of rsocial democrocy,
The party that leans npon the work-
ors bot server the bourgeoisle, in
the perfod of the greatest sharpen-
ing of the class struggle, cannot but
sense the smells wafted from the
walting grave"—(Le#on Trotsky—
Wt Next?').

- » W L]
0lgin on Browder's Masterly Report

“There was a spell over the ao-
dience ss one chapter of the report
after another was unfolded by Com-
rade Browder”—writes Olgln, Dally
Worker, May 21st.

Does Olgin mean that the andl-
auce had gone to sleep? Or s it &
typographical error and “eEpell”
sbonld read “smell"? ~—BILL.

The Foreign Policy of Japan

FProbably the most interesting
gtatement of forelgn pollcy was is-
gund By the represontative of
Japanese  imperialism, Yosuke
Matzooka., Abandoning the custom-
ary caballstic language of diploma-
ey he stated entegorically that Jap-
an “regards with disfavor any wc-
tivithes of Western nations in
China, . . "

e cynically portrays the role
white imperinlism has played in the
exploitation of backward China,
and makes a strong plen for the
right of yellow imperinlism to &
“legitimate” share of the loof. In
thizs connection, e ralses the race
question and attempis te conjure
up o white peril with which to
[righten botls the Chinese and the
Ja i p s,

He wonld bave oz believe that
the white capltalist robbers have
been unfalr in the disteibation of
the sarplus value sweated from the
backs of the Chinese workers amd
pensnnls, not heconse of the greater
strength of white Imperialism it-
plf, but solaly becanse the Japancse
are of the yellow race.  This de=
ception is sl the bottom of bis ery
for a united fromt from below of
the Chinese and Japanes: peoples
undar the leadership of the caplital-
ist cluss of Jopan against “a return
of the white peril to the East™.

Japan’s Cluim to Hegomony

Matuoks invokes the Lansing-
Ishii Agreement® as an example of
the diplomatic means Jopanese im-
perlalism  would prefer to use in
“obtaining the recognition of our
pre-emioent rights and interests™ in
Chings. Hut noder noe conditions, he
continnes, not even short of war,
would Japan abandon bher imperinl-
ist begemony over prosivale China,

e gees on o explain that China
needs help to save it from chaos
and Bolkhevizm, But thizs help, he
axplaing, connot be supplied by the
imperialist  powers  through the
League of Nations, becanse the
League utilizes methods ioapplic-
able to & weakly capitalist nation.

“The uttempd at making China a
ropublic has been disastrous. Cor-
rupl. and incompetent as the old
Manchu dynagty was, it wns undor-
gtood by the Chinese; the republic
is mot".

This protest against the attempt
to erente o repablican=a boutgeois-
democratic—politlcal form expoess-
e the nim of Japanese imperialism
to thwart the formation of a united
capitalist Chinn, For il sees In a
bourgeais-demoeratic China a rival
for the Iinternal market of Ching
itself and a military menase to her
imperialist ambitions in the East in
general.

From ths angle the protest of
the Jupanese Forelgn Office to the
white Imperialist powers agalost
political loans, that is, lpans for
militury purposes, wil not fall on
dient ears. For the white imperial-
istz themselves stand to lose nearly
as mnech ns Japan from s strong
bourgenis-demgcratic  China,  Aa
long as the Open Door is rgspected
Japan need fear little oppesition to
her Imperlalizm in the East, Eng-
lamd alveady iz Inslsting that her
economic difficolties with Japan
can and will be amicobly settled,
Alza her tneit agrecoent to Japan's
seizare of Manchoria shows which
way the wind ls blowing. It I8 in-
concelvable that England wounld so
restrain herself reganding Joapan,
who has made such drastie inroads
on her forclgn trade, if some more
important necd of Britlsh lmperial-
{sm was not involved in the metter
at i=sne,

British Policy

British imperialism  recognizes
Bolsheviem a&s ti¢ the central
danger to its colonial rule. The
menace to ita  far-flang  emplre
lpoms so large that compromisc
with Japanese imperialism proves
abzolutely essentiol. On no other
basizs could Japamese capitallsm
venture to beard American caplial-
f=m amd the Soviet Unton. For the
mirtuiral resonrces of Japan are com-
pletely inadeguate for the proseco-
tion of a large-geale war. Her re-
cent activities indicate a secret
agreement with England for a
sirnggle againat the Boviet Union
a3 n way out of the erlsls in which
Jupanese capitalizm finds 1taelf. In
the meantime, Japan takes advan-
tage of her strategle politieal posi-
rlon by asserting her rights in China
to the disadvantage of capitalist
America.

The manouvreing of the imperial-
st powers in Ching cannot be un-
derstogd  §f taken as a separate
problem. [t eannot be abstracted
from the world sitoation as o whole,
It must be viewed In connection
with the Drang nach Osten policy
of Hitler. (This policy was first en-
nnclated by Bismarck, and later
was presented by Hugenberg as a
solution of the chief contradictions
of European capltallsmmn. )

Anti-Boviet Poliey

That there is such an anti-Boviet
poliey s proved by the recent re-
fusal of Hitler to zlgn & treaty
guirantteing the soverelgnty of the
Baltie Btates, RHocalllng that at the
same time Hitler has hssured Eng-
land that be secks neither colonies
nor naval power, it wonld seemn that
the Drang nach Ostén policy is real

enough. The destruction of all p.-

litlenl opopsition within Germany,
and the ‘“co-ordination™ of the
trade-aonions on o Nazl basis, signi-
fles preparation within for warfare
withont.

England's friendship for Japan
anil Germany spells defeat for any
attempt ot reconciling the differenc-
¢4 between Japan and Soviet Hus-
gin and Germany and Soviet Hus-
gia. It ean safely be predieted that
=epcret  agrecments  exlst  between
England, Germany and Japan, for
the solotion of their imperialist
contradictions at the expense of the
U.5.8R. This view iz relnforced
by the fact that the defeat of the
Boviet Power would restore one-
gixth of the world to the capltalist
market and at the same time solve
world-contradictions in & compara-
thvely inexpensive form.

Strike of Los Angeles

Longshoremen

Los Angeles — After being held
back ovwer a perlod of several
months longshoremen over the en-
tire Daclfic coast and guolf states
finally walked ount nnder the lemd-
ership of the Internationnl Tong-
shoremen's Association.

In Han DPedro, the walkout was
penrly 1005, and succeeded in al-
most  paralyzing shipping o the
area,  In all there are about 2500
involvid in the local sirike; but tha
Merchants® amnd Manuofacturers” As-
sociatlon of Los Angeles is deler-
mined that the strike shall be brok-
en, Al machinery of the ety and
county have been drafted for thaf
cnd. Workers who are necelving
county all are belng =ent Jdown to
zeab, The Universitics of Southern
Callornia and of California are sup-
plying seabz.  Football men of T
% C., amongst them the “great”
Homer Grifith and Gliford Probat,
who have hitherto only learned bow
to play foothall are recelving an-
other lesson, and thai s how fo
briak o strike,

To eomhbat this nae of students as
goabs, the N.5.I1.'s of the Los Ang-
cles Junfor College, TLR.C. and the
University of Califernia at L. A.,
sent a delegation to the strikers to
ald on the pleket lines; and bhas also
promised its sapposed in attempting
to aronse campas opinion against
the scabbing students through the
distribution of handbills.
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SECOND CLUE FLAN DRIVE

ENDS AUGUST 1st
Not Oue Club Will Be Sold After

That Date. Get Youwr Cords NMow

The Club Plan sub drive for 1,000
new subz met with specess. bring-
ing a total of 1014 new readers for
The Milltant. Upon the reguest of
mm'erql branches and individuals
participating in thatl drive, & second
drive was starbed. Toa date we have
received 175 new subs,

The Clob Man iden was origin-
ated in order to enable workers who
cannot afford the foll rates to got
The Militant at
e for slx months, Four sub cards
for %1 pald in advance, constitute
a Club. 'This plan cannot be con-
tinned indefinitely as the cost of
production does not permit of guch
o low Tate

The Second Clob Plan drive will
terminate Aogust 1st.

NOCARDE WILL BE 30LD AR
TER THAT DATH,

GET YOUR CLUBS NOW!

NEW SUBS

New  York QCity Committes 4
Cleveland Branch 14; Newark Br.
4; Los Angeles Br. 4; Philadelphin
Br. 5. Total 34.

COMPLETE RECORD

Boston Branch
Cleveland Br.
Chicagoe Br.
Minncapolis Br.
New Castle Br.
HSan Francisco Rr,
At. Louls Br,
Toronto Yowth Clab
Toronto Hr.
lLocal New York
City Office ]
Harlem Br., 4
Newark Br,
Loz Angeles Hr.
Laog Angeles { Dooghty )
Philpdelphia Br.
Davenpo®™ Br,
Oakland Hr.
Berkeley (Kogan)
1. Borsook
P, Ledser
J. Oaborn

RecoewedbE28ax

el

BN e b e W W D0 00 B M

Total to Date 175

JOIN THE COMMUNIST LEAGUE.

thee low price of |

Oupix of fhie Bmovations of the
HSialinists §g the creation of the only
undergronm] trade union orgoniza-
tlon fn the country, the Edoeation
Workers Leagoe. It was designed
carly in 1G1 by the architeetls of
the third-peciod trude onion strat-
egy to organlze the workers in the
licld of edocatlon—principally the
public school teachers=—into revolu-
tionary unions. It goes without
saying that it drew ocganizationnd
and ideologieal inspiration from the
T.U.U.L. o which it is afilizted.
And pot alone the TALUL. The
EW.L. s the American section of
the Edueation Workers Internatien-
al, which is affiliated to the Red
Interpntional of Labor Tnions,

In the three years of s exist-
enee, The conditions of (he tenchers
in the U. & have been worsencd.
I'ay ¢uts have been pnlverzal, HEy-
ery one is familinr with the plight
af The Chicago Leachers who at one
cime were nol puid for nearly a
year gl whose pay s still many
months in arrears.  Currleola have
been onk.  HBchool terms and  the
sehonl diay  have bedn shortened.
I many states hundreds of schools
have been cloged. It §83 estimated
that 2000003 children haove been
throvwn out of school in this way;
and that ths econoemy cost 208K
teachers  their jobs. This entlre
ceonomy program s golng forward
urler the whip of the 17. 8. Cham-
ber of Commeree.

No Influence on Teachers” Movenent

The teachers have offered very
liitle rvezistanee. ‘There have besn
seattered protesta, small and incffec-
tual strikes, and other spontancons
manifestations of discontent.  Most
signiflcant of all these stroggles
were  the Chiengo demonsirations
which won a =mall measureg of Lerm-
porary rellel. Botb the K. W. L. bas
not played any role in these isolated
atruggies,. In 30 far ar a national
trmde nwion center id concerned it
15 as non-cxistent as the otlwer papsse
organigations ercated by the Stal-
Inlsts.

Only in one place has the BEW.L.
any existence, It made its debui
in New York City where the condi-
lions were guaraniced to  demon-
stegte the wiler absurdity of the
attempt to balld o “revolutionary”
trado union of teachers. The Si-
Ml Xew York City tenchers In 1031
were setute in their positions and
were a3 yel unaflected by wage cals
and Lhe other means by which cap-
itulist economy was lowerlng the

An “Underground Union”

stamilard of lvang of (he teachers
thronghonl the nation, On the con-
teary, 1he fenchers’ wages, filxzed hy
law, were appreciating with the
fall of the priee level,

Morveover the teachers were sub-
Jeetedd te the notorious=ly renction=
wry regime of the Board of Hduea-
Lion, Activily in fhe revolutionary
or Laoft wing labor inovement con-
=tifubes grounds for dismissal from
ihe s=cheol system.  Teachers are
peesecalbel  for peeodeziing  against
nusiuitary conditions io the schools
ur for criticizing their superfors or
e mdministention of ihe system.

“Unmion™ Gors  Undergrownd

Even the Stalinlsts realized that
fo el npen e feachiors openly to
Jain a “revolutionary nnion®™ would
cosl some of those who respondad
their jobs, perseention for others and
w general relgn of lerror and red-
baiting ngaingt all progressive ele-
ments. The Stalinlsts boldly seloed
both horns of the dilemma and
solved the problem by going under-
ground,

From ihe depibs of itz onder-
gronnd the BW.L, built legal cov-
cra for its “rovelutionary" activity.
IL has naot bmilt a wnlon=—although
it =il endertning fowd  visions of
doing so—but is snececded in pdd-
ing =cveral organkzailons Lo the
more than seventy that cluttered up
i loenl movement,

Fights Teachers' Union

In all of these orgnnizations its
central alm has been to disersdit
thee Tespelieors Union and develop the
uthers s bases for ifs new unlon.
In o ward the EW.L, aped the pol-
fey of ibe TOLILI. If it hag not
built a union it can point with pride
to n great achifevement: s policy
bz been Iostrwmmental in diverting
humidreds of employed and unem-
ployed feachera awnkening to the
necessity of resistonce inte organ-
bewtlonnl channels separale from the
union and hostile to it. 1t ecan in-
serilbe on ibs banner at lemst half
the responsibility for the perpetno-
tlom of the division belween  the
argunized  cmployed and  anem-
ployed, and alse for the division
among the ndvanced teachers in the
arganized cmploysl movement.

The experlence of fhree years
demonstrates that thers i neither
n necd nor a basis for this carfen-
fure of o vpion,  Oh the contrary,
it i= an obsteele to (e growil aml
unkiy of the teachers movement, 1
ix o reaclionary inflicnes,

T, STAMM.

Railroad Wage Settlement

The rocent compromise wage-cut
sottlement between the rallroads
and the leadershlp of the 21 unions
which include all the orghnized
calleoad workers offers the latter a
new opportunity to see the stul of
which their leaders are made. A
review of the role which thls treach-
crogs bureauneracy played In the
18932 negotiations, when the 10 per-
cent wage-cut was first proposed,
will help round out the pleture.

Im tha opinion of the union of-
ficinls at that time (M. ¥. Times,
Feb, 1, 1832) : The 10 percent wage-
cut proposed by the railroads was
mit p “matter of pure right and
juatice”, “nor are wage reductions
to be regarded ordinocily as the ap-
propriate means (o promote pros-
perity”, nor could they ‘“believe
that the puablic welfare I8 advanced
by reducing the purchasiog power
of labor.

Was the pay-cut therefore re-
fused? No! It was acceplted “in
the hope that our action may o
prove the health of our industry
-+ - may stimulate a revival of bus-
iness, and may advaoce the general
welfare™.

Labor Leaders and Capiialists in

Muolual Appreciation
This soonds almost like a buarl-

eagqui, Howewer, it wos  left to
Daniel Willard, president of the
Italtimore amd Oble HRallroad,

gpeaking on behalf of the rallroad
managements, to add the grand fi-
nale to the nogotiations comedy. I
his speech Willard reminded the
union officialdom of ooe of the
methods they might have uvsed to
lpok after the interests of the men
they represented: “Yon might have
delayed this agreement for mooths
(during which time, of course,
no pay-cut—W.) and forced us to
take & long and tedioos course
which would have left bitterness
where now (ahem) there s friend-
ship and harmony. Even 80 Fou
would bave been following the law
et down by Congress . . " At the
concluglon of this speech during
which he pralsed the labor skates
for their “cooperation, patiemce,
tactfulness, and patriotism®™, he
added, I am going to ask them
(his colleagues) to rise in token of
their esteem for yon, and together
we say to you we thank you".
Wherenpon, sccordng to the M. Y.
Times correspondent, “The other
pregidents arose and bowed as the

audicpee of union executives and
the upnion ¢hiefs broke inte ap
P]l'ﬂ-'BE"r

Wages are cut and pnlon leaders
applaud., One must need search far
to find & more brazen betrayal by

workers' representatives,

On March I¥ of this year, the
game unign  heads, after baving
permitted the wape-cul agresment,
which wns to have lasted one year,
to eiretel into its third, suddenly
demamled that it be ended.

Workers' Pressure Forces a Change

Why the supdden change in beart
on the part of these gentlemen? The
answér lies in the pressure which
Lhe workers are beginning to ex-
ert, either througl wholesale desar-
Uon from the unions or through the
formation of opposition groupings;
expressions of dissatisfaction which
begin to endanger the large salar-
les of the union bureaucracy and
thelr privilege of sitling down at
the same dinner tuble with the rail-
road presldents. The smoldering
fires of discontent are fanood by
Ehe fact that the reads are begin-
wing to earn more mopey. {Car-
loadings for this year are about 20
percent higher than for corrcspond-
Ing periods of last year and the
et earnings of @ class 1 roads for
February of this year Iz $28,700,000
compared to §9.804,000 for Febru-
ary of lnst year.)

There can harvdly be any wonder
is to the reasons for the discontent
an the part of the rallroad workers,
A. F. Whitney, president of the
Brotherhodsd of Rallway Tralnmen,
gives pg an inkliog as to how the
“mencral welfare” of the workers
was advanced by the pay-cut: (N.
Y. Times, March 1B, 1864): * .
rallway employees of long service
have been tourned out to accept
charity or starve; huondreeds of
thousands have goone on part time
« + « track and roadway secticn men
recelved as lttle as 25c an hour and
worked only three days a week In
February., From thiz weekly wage
of six dollars the management de-
ducted Gic under the 109 arrange
ment. . . . On the Atlantic coastline
men are pald $1.50 & day. On the
New York Central, section mon re-
ceive a basic wage of 43¢ an hour
and are workng ns little as ten days
a month., This gives them $8.60 a
week, from which 109 is deducted
leaving $7:-74 a week in g terrliory
where the WA minlmom ia £15.
« « « The Florida East Coast pays
a basic wage of e an hour to sec-
tlon men . . . The Ilinols Central
pays sectlon men as little as 25¢ an
hour, works them as little as 2 days
a week enabling them to make $4 a
week. . . . For the year 1932 thers
werd 140,000 rallway employess
whise carnings were approximate-
Iy $60 a month or less. This nom-
ber embraces about 139 of all rail-

way employess, Approximately

af the tolal, sarned 375 a month or
lems™.

Mow did the rallroad eonpon-
clippers [ure doring this perlod?
The pressure upon the unlon bu-
reaneracy wos a0 grest that they
were foreed (o revenl why the eap-
italists thanked them in 1932 for
their “cooperation, patience, tact-
fulness, and patriotism". According
lo Whitney the railroad bondhold-
crs were pald as  follows: 1023,
510,000,000, 1930,  S500,000.000,
1031, S0H18,0000060 ; 10382, $525 (MM, -
O ; and in 103, E533,000,008. Dnr-
ing 1942 mud 1%, however, (he
rofils reported deficits in order to
atrengihen their arguments for con-
tinuing the pay-cut. Whitney ex-
plains that this is accomplished by
charging intercst on bonds to “fixed
charges” so that whpt is actoslly
a profif appears as an cxpense,

The recent negotintions, doring
which the above-gnoted Information
leaked out, found the union heads
franiically hunting for a formula
which would not injure their stand-
ing with the capitalists (heaven
l'ﬂ]‘hll]:l and with which 'I'll:_j‘ cowld
faee thelr men. o the request for
an and to the oot the roads coun-
tertd with a demand for a furiher
cut. The union chiefa countered
with o demand for a tem porcent
rise above the basie wnge from
which the original ecut was made,
PPresident Roozsevelt, consistent with
his policy to “raise™ wages, pro-

Sposed that the existing cut stay in

effect untit Jan, 1, 1935; the same
I'pr-u[l-uﬂﬂl ns originally advanced by
the railroad presidents. This the
(union heads refosed.  After much
Chickering and even talk of a sirike
:Illllint. i “eompromize” was reached,
iIJ.itEraiLr gpeaking, in whisperz. The
workers are bto get back 239 om
July 1, 1834, 247 on Jan. 1, 19306
amd §9% on April 1, 1935 the roads
ngreeing not to ask for another
change (read cut) ontll May 19335,
that is, one month later. The un-
organlsed workers are of course mot
benefited in any way,

Anothed Sell-Out Aecomplished

This juggling of percentages gave
the union chiefs the needed formu-
la. Actually they accepted Rooses
velt's propesal or as stated by the
New Yoriw Times: “Restoration of
the wage reduction in ‘three bites'
instead of one worked out in dol-
lars and cents exactly as if the em-
ployees had agreed to the employ-
ers’ original proposal™. Tt i3 obvl-
ond that the needs of the rallroad
workers are not golog to be helped
much by this sell-ant,
These opegotiations are merely
symptomatic of g pew chapter which

268,000 railway employess, over 259%

Ia belng opened in the rallway in-

T

diusiry from whose every pore 00zes
the pus of the decaying capitalist
eystem, ‘The hosic capital bas been
abeorbed by the capitalisis in pro-
fits of somwe form. The roads are
londed with “fixed chorges” in the
form of bonded indebiedness or as
loang, Their natlonal and rolling
slowk has deteriorated necesaltating
large scale capital expenditures, An
Increase in bosiness soicient to
salve these contradictions is out of
the goestion under preseul day con-
ditions.  ‘The capltalizts will cer-
tainly not make the moch-nesded
pnew eapital expendituores unless the
basia for a prodl exists.

One way ont, which they will
seek  belore anything else, if eir-
cumstances permit, is to climb ot
of the contradictions on the basls
of & further lowering of the wages
and living standards of the work-
ers. "I circumetances permit™ means
if the workers permit. From this
it follows that the not distant fig-
ture will find the railroads the
seene of plgantie class battles.

Whe Will Lead the Workers?

Coan or will the present union
leavslership lead the workerz in such
strmgglest  Obwilously net.  If no
olher evidence were gvailable their
treacherons condoct In the woage ent
question above described reveals
that they are too closely tled up
with the capitalizsis and thelr view-
poiwt  to be concerned with the
workers unless the latter endanger

ffesir sinecnres. The gnion burean-
cracy recks with corruption, For
crample, Alvanley Johnszton, the
Grand Chief HEogloeer of the Broth-
erhood of Locomotive Englneers,
and one of the signers of the orlg-
inal wage-cut agrecment in 1032,
wis recontly sent to jail for fraud-
ulent dealings In a bank, in which
he and afler union offictals had an
active interest, and through which
many union members bad thelr sav-
ings lifted. Aceording io Jamea
Steele (New Republie, March 14,
1%44) the bank president, n friend
of Johnzion “hnd declared 1o a let-
Ler to the Chase Katienal Bank that
Johnston was actively working for
o reduction  in rabllroad  workers'
wiges before the rallroads asked for
such a reducton.”

Mothing camn be expocted from
sncl people except corraption, What
s required j5 a strong left wing.
The pessimizm of the workers and
their exodus from the unions must
b stopped; they must be given
new heart and morale; the corropt
nnd reactionary leadership most be
driven out and all the craft unions
consolidated  into  one Industrial
undon eapable of and willing to Aght
for the workers® Interests. Under
present day clreomstances a atrog-
gle on the rallroads means a politl-
cal struggle of very high order, All
the more reason for a left wing.
—WEAVER.

MARCH OF
EVENTS

British Imperialism in Retreatl

The great inronds into the export
irade of Great Britain incurred in
the Japanese drive for world
marketx are a seurce of profound
ilsguiet to English diplomats. The
flerce impact of Japanese competl-
tivi exposes to full view the weak-
nezs of Briflsh capitalism o decay
while revenling simultaneously the
intenzlty of explojtation of Jonpanegs
labor. BEnglond’s eforts at retalin-
tion are this far puny and impo-
tent, The establizshing of quotas in
the Crown ¢olonles can affect &t
best zome five percent of Jupan's
fextile  exports. Thisa  economie
wiakness In meeting the present
giluntlon makes it alk the easier
for Japanese imperinlism to wring
pelilienl coneessions from the Eng-
lishh povernment,

In the game of imperialist poli-
ties it is Jnpan'd aim elther to wod
Amerlea aowny  from an  alliance
with the Sgviet Unlon, or falling
this—and simultanconsly—to chéck-
mate America by balancing the 1.8,
wiih England, Given o faie prlee
the Kngligh statesmen will not be
averse Lo a trade. The flrat con-
cossion made to Japan is eontalned
in Bimon's siatement that Great
Britnin is nol pledged to  preserve
il integrity of China. This estab-
lishes the first open serlous rift be-
tween America amd FEngland., For
Amerien for its own posdd purposes
views the Nine Power Trealy as
precizely such & pledge.  British
diglomaey tells Japan that it may
zafely procesd to selee and aubdoe
iy force of arms more of the Chin-
e mainland without English op-
position,
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Threat of Japanese Ronapartism

Capitalism is everywhere a ays-
tean held topethor 'I.q,l'I n mmortar of
frauml and corraption, Japaoess
capitalism s if anything mora pér-
meated with thievery than its Wes-
torn models, The standasl jost on-
covered in the Treasury Ministry in
connection with the Bank of Talwan
and the Imperial Rayon Co. 18 but
ome of a long series, Coming how=-
ever at @& (ime of great internal
stress, gvhien (he  Intereelationships
of classes are shifting perceptibly,
due to the swifter flow of the onder-
currents  of  social  upheaval, the
Japanese bank scandal is having an
affect similar to that 8f the Stavisky
aflfair in France,

The renctionary militarists in
control of the army are scfting
1heir forces In motion to stifle the
rebellion of the oppressed masses

of workers and pensants.
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The Soviet Union Slowly Enclrelad

Hince the Ilnst war and its out-
come in the creation of the Boviet
Union,—the greatest step forward
i the history of humanity and the
prenlest menace to world capitaliam
—the capitalist governments are
gomewhnt fearful of precipitating a
puew wir, Their fear is oot s¢ moch
of defeat by the enemy abroad as
il i5 of the revoluotiooary working
vligs at home. Thus (o prepare for
the inevitable next war the ruliog
cluss is ampelled to safeguard Ita
rear, o protect the base at home,

Capitalism in decay thus resorts,
for this as for other rensons, (o
tuscism, a system of governing by
armed foree and brutal sappression
direeted openly against the working
clogsg, o aystem of tervorizing tha
masses and destroying thelr inde-
pendent organizations, o system de-
signed to assare “civil peace™ in the
refar.

The process of fascization of one
country after the other iz slowly
bringing aboub the encirclement of
the Soeviet Unionm by fascist stiates,
With the help of Germany Latvia
has established ite form of violent
nnti-working  class  dictatorship.
Mow DHulgaria, probably with the
enconragement of France, hess ox-
perlensed & palace  revelution, a
Bomspartist coup d'etat by the mon-
archy  supported by the Juonker
closs, the aim bere Loo belng to rid
ihe eaplinlist =state of all revolo-
tlomary opposition. IDespite the
[nct that the fascist states assome
Iheir own inner alignments in im-
permmlist rivalry, on all sldes events
sweep steadily, frrevocably, to the
ontbreak of the next terrible im-
peérinlist war with its central aim
the destruction of the Soviet Union.

Litvinoy and the League of Nations

It is this desperate plight of the
Soviet Unlon, no longer able throngh
the Comintern and mass Commun-
istl I'artles in the capitalist coun-
irics to mobilize the working class
of Europe in defense of the Bovlet
Unfon, that Litvinov attempts to
aubstitnte for smch a mAass move-

ment by playing off one Imperiallat
group against another. The lesa
Litvinoy can rely on the interna-
tional revolutionary forces of the
workers, the more closely he feels
bound to the League of Nations
under French demination. We can-

‘not walt for events to prove the

emptiness of this defense, we muost

build the Fourth International to

defend the workers' fatherland.
—JACE WEBER.
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