—

WORKERS
OF THE
WORLD.

UNITE

THE

MILITANT

Weekly Organ of the Communist League of America

2

VOLUME VIL NO. 21 [WHOLE NO. 225]

—— s —

NEW YORK, SATURDAY, MAY 26, 1934

T T —

PRICE 2 CENTS

- —
e e -

MINNEAPOLIS SHOWS THE WA

Learn From Minneapolis!

ODAY the whole country looks to Minneapolle

Great things arve happening there which reflect the
influence of o strapge new force In the labor move-
ment, ap infuence wideping and extendiog like a
spieal wave, Out of the strike of the transport
workers of Minneapolis & pew volce speaks and a
new method proclalms s challenge.

It was seen first in the atrike of the Coal Yard
bivivars wolich clectriied the labor movement of the
city u tew mounths ago and frmly established the
wnlon afier a Lrief, stormy battle of unpeecedented
milltavcy aud efficiency. Now we sce the same unlon
woving vot of this parrow groove ond embracing
truck drivers b ofther lues,

Lelind this, ad was the case with the Coal Drivers,
eefe e ponths of havd, patient and systematle
Poutine work of orgunization. Ewverything le pre-
pared. Then ap wlimatvm to the bosses. A swift,
sid@den Blow, A wass pickel loe thol sweeps averys
thing before it The building trades come outb in
gympathy.  The combived forces, rlding with a
wilighty wave of woral sapport from (he whole labor-
log populution of the eity, take the ofenslve and
drive all the boss=es" thugs and birellugs to cover Io
o memorable bDuklile wt the Clty Muarvket,

The whoels country listens to the echoes of the
girnggle. The exploiters bear them with fear and
trapidation. Weaving the pet around the automoebile
wurkers with the aid of tredcherons labor lenders
they wsk them=elves o alavm: “IE this splely spreads
whut will var sclems avall us¥”

Add Ll workers in buazke Industty, vaguely sensing
the power of thelr pumbers and strategle position,
can Burdly bhelp asking themselves: “If wo should go
the Miopuewpolis way could anything or anyboedy stop
ust’.  The siriking transport workers are a mighty
power fo Minveapolls toduy. But that is only o soull
fructlon of the power of their exumple [or the
chented and betrayed workers In the big Industries
of the country.

THE MESSAGE (OF MINMEAPOLIS

The weszage of Minpespolis 18 of brst rulg lmpor-
tavee Do Chie Americun working cluss, A eavelul ex-
wimlnation of the methed from all sides ouglbt to Lbe
put as polut oue ou the sgeunda of the labor move-
ment, especially of Its most sdvaveed section. A
etindy of this epic struggle, In itz various aspects,
cit be b aid to their appllestion o other Helds, aod,
by that, & rupid chuvge of the position of {he Ameri-
cin workers,

There is nothing wew, of course, o a Hght between
sirikers aud police wnd gunmen, BEvery strike of
any conseguence [glls the old familiar story of the
bounding, beating amd killing of strikers by the hired
thugs of Lthe exploiters, in and out of uuiform, What
iz out of the ordiswry ln Miopeapolis, what s most
Important in this respect, Is that while the Miunea-
pelis sirike began with violent assuults ou the
strikers it dide't end thera,

In pitehed pattles last Saturday aod agnin on
Monduy the steikers Lought back and bheld thelr own.
And on Tuesday they took the offensive, with devas-
tating results. “Business men” volunleering to put
the workers Iln their place and college Loys out for
a lark—us speclal deputies—to say notbiug of the
unlformed cops—handed over their badges and ted
In terror before the mass fury of the aroused workers,
And many of them carried away unwelcome souvenirs
of the engagement. Here was a demoustration that
the American workers are willlng and able to fght
in their own Interests, Nothing is moere Important
than this, for, in the last apalysis, everything depends
on [t

Here was a stern warplog to the bosses aod thelr
hirelings, and not only those in Minneapolls. Trans-
fer the example and the spirit of the Minneapolis
strikers to the steel and automoblle workers, for
example, with their mass numbers and power. Let
the rolers of America tremble at the prospect. They
will see it! That is what the message of Minneapolis
medans frst of all,

MASS ACTION

A second featore of the fight at the City Market
which deserves speclal attention Is the fact that it
was not (he ordioary encounter between Individaal
strikers and individual scabs or thugs. On the con-
trary—take note—the whole unien went into actlon
o the plcket ling in mass formation; thopsands of
other union men went with them; they teok along
the necessary means to probect themselves agalinst
the murderons thugs, as they had every right to do.
This was an example of mass actlon which polnts
the way for the future victorious struggles of the
Afnerican workers,

It I8 not a strike of the men alone, but of the
women alee. The Minpeapolls Drivers' Unlon pro-
cegds on the theory that the women have a  wvital
Interest in the atruggle, no less than the men, and
draws them Into action through a speclal organiza-
———rerrm

tlonn.  This pobicy, employed so efflectively by the
Progressive Miners, i brioging rich resulis also in
Minueapolis. To involve the women in the labor
struggle ig 1o double the strength of the workers and
to anfiese b with g spieit and solidavity it could not
otherwise have. This applies not ouly o o siogle

npeon aobd a0 sivgle strike: it bholds good for every!

phase of fhe stragele ap o ils !“E'Iu'l.rl.:ll.iutm.l:;.' T [V
glon,  ‘The gruol spectacle  of  labor  solldarity o
AMivneapaslis is what It is beeawse b includes alse he
sulidarity of the working clazs women.

THE SYMPATHETIC STRIKE

The sirike of the lrapsport workers ook s anoee-
s lenp forward and swderwent o Crunsformacion
when ther butlding trades onion declared o sympa-
thette stelke last Monday, In this getion gne of (he
st progressive and sigolicant featnres of the entire
mvernent i3 to be seen.  YWhken nolons begin to eall
sivikes, mol for immedinle eraflt gaius of their own
bt Ter the sake of sollduvity with their struggling
brothers in ollmer trocdes, nod when this spiric and
atlatide Decomes  geieral pmd token for graoted as
toe proper iblog, then the paralyziog divisions in
Lhie tvade unlon movement will pe neny an end aud
irade pufoni=m will begln o mean wuity,

The uuion of the track deivers apd the buildiog
Lrades workers iz an usplrisg slght, i repregents
a dypwmie iden of lucklealable power. Let the éx-
Ly specadl, et the idea take hold in other cities
atd oloer foules, 9 the kiea of sympathetis stelke
acuen  Be cowblsed with militaocy aud the mags
wecthand wf the Mioneapolls tighters—anod American
Gy wWill be o bead tallor aud lonwensurably stronger.

Tlhwsis who charneterize the A. B, of L, unions as
wompkiy ulions" ad want to bulld opew unlons st
wny priee will derive very little consolation from the
winpenpolls stvlke. We bove alwayrs malstaised that
wir torm of a labor organizatiou, while important, is
ol aecisive.  Minveapoells provides anolber confirm-
wbioee, vbd @ mest couvinelug oue, of this conceplion.
ppere i e most militaut aud, o maony respects, the
sl pregressively dicvected labor struggle that has
Liewnr sttt [or a0 long tiwe. Nevertheless It is all
cotdluctvd witlin the Dramework of the A, ¥, of L.

The Deivers' Unlon is g letal of one of the most
conscrvative A, K, of L. ludernationals, the Team-
siers s the building trades, oul in sympathy with
Lhoe ddeivers, are all A K. of Lo wniens, ood the Central
Lawbosr Umeione Backing the drivers” strike awd the
pomsible ergaulsing wedivm of o general strike, s o
sieeprdingle unit of the A, 17, of L. ‘The local golons
of the A, ¥, of L. provide o wide deld for the work
af Fevolilionary militants If they kvow how to work
inbetligently, “Thiz is especially (eee when, as o the
Alicapoliz example, (he militants actually nitlpte
Lhee orguuisntion aml take a leading part in developing
it al every stage.

THE DOLSHEVIK MILITANTS

Furiher developmwent of the unlon, and perhaps
even of the presest strike, on the path of militancy
may brheg (e local leadershlp into conilict with the
resedionary bnreavcracy of the loternatiosal and also
with consevvative fovees in the Centrnl Labor Union.
Thiz will be all the bess apt to take the local leaders
of the militont wulon by sucprise, since wost of them
Lave ulrvody goue througl (be scheol of that cxperi-
ence.  In spite of that they did net oo their bocks
on the trade wnions wnd seek po set up Dew ones
arlitoially.

Even when it came to organizing a large group of
workers, bitherto ouwtslde the labor movement, they
selected an A, F. of L. unlon as the medium. The
resultz of the Minneapolls experience provide some
highly importanst lessons ou (his tactical gueation.
The miscrable role of the Stalinists in the present
sitiwalion, and teir complete izolation from the great
mass stroggle, 1s the logical outeome of thelr policies
im general aml (hele tende wnion poelicy in particnlar,

The Geoeral Drivers' Union, as must be the case
with every genvine mass arganization, has a bropd
awd representative leadership, frecly selected by
democratic methads, Among the leaders of the union
are & nomber of bolshevik militants who never con-
cealed or denled their opinlons and never changed
them at anybody's order, whether the order came
from Green or from Stalin,

The presence of thls ouclens in the mass move
ment is a feature of the exeeptlonal situation in
Mimnneapolis which, in a sense, afects and colors all
the other aspects of it. The most important of all
preregquizites for the development of o militant labor
movement s the leaven of principled communists.
When they enter the labor movement and apply their
ideas Intelligently they are invioeible, The labor
mevement grows as o result of this fusion and their
influence grows with it. In this goestion, also,
Minneapolis is showing the way,

—JAMES P. CANNON.
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Non-Partisan Labor Defense Protests Police Attack on Workers

(Liess Berviee of Non-Partisan
Labor Defensd)

New York—Charges sgainst the
New York pollce will shortiy be
lald before Pollee Commissioner
O'Ryan as a result of incldents
which oecurred Thursday night In
the Weat Bide Night Conrt, Bpokes-
men for the Soclalist Party, the
Communist Teague of Amerlea, the
Young Peoples SBoclallst League,
and the Spartacus TYonth (lob
which led Thuraday night's connter-
demonstration agalnat the pro-Hit-
ler Madlson Sguare Garden Meeting

JomesP. Cannon

and the Provislonal Commities for
Non-Partisan Labor Defensze which
representa several Individoal coms
plainants, announced today Chat
they have sent o letter to the Police
Commissioner requesting an ap-

Drooklyn, a member of the Y.P.8.L.

The attacks occnrred in the lobby
of the courtroom presided over by

Maglsirate Burke, where a number
of persons wera to be tried for par-

Militant Mass Picket Line Routs Scabs,Cops,
Special Deputies and Thugs and Stops
All Commercial Transport

Building Trades in Sympathy Strike; Womens Auxiliary Active in Fight;
General Strike Sentement Growing; Workers' Spirit Soars

(TELEGEAM TO THE MILITANT)

MINNEAPDLIS, May 2i.—In the most Imposing display of labor
solldurity and milithney Mimwapolis his ever seen s mighly picket
line of the General Drivers' Union, live thousand strong, swept through
the Wholesale Muket today, clesving tho place of every scab, cop and
tgeputy and pulting u complete stop to every sttvmpt to move com-
mereinl trucks except (hose aulborized by speciul permission of the
ITH T

Today's setion followed daiiy pitched battles on Saturday and
Mombay v which the cops wml special depulies slugged and arrested
mieny woneens and children on the picket line.  With (be sobire labor
movement roused to fury by (hese attacks the striking drivers, re-
enforced by olber univusts, retwmned to the scense of coutliet todny and
took back to union headguariers the badges of all the rats serving as
sjecinl deputies who [(mibe] (v get oub of the muckeb in time,

Tonight the strike is one bundred percent complete. Not a fruck
is to bo seen on the streets (hat does nol carry the specinl apthoriza-
lion of the union,

Oun Mombay 35,000 building irades workers declared a strike in
sympathy with ibe drivers. ‘Whe Communist League has rodsed (he
slogin of geperal strilke throughout (he fwio cities avd sentlment for
it js spreadumg Ble wilthire,

Atver today's pattle a 249-hour truee was scceplod by the uwnion
wider the lerms of which the employers agreed “that all transporta-
tion in =0 1ar as it conterns those represented by the smployers'
tonunitted still ocse”” Meauwhile pegotiations are uder way, The
wiion is demanding recognition and wage increases. 1If the negotin-
tions fuil & general sivike of sympaiby with the drivers may result.

Class lines are tightly deawn, Over two bundred pickets bhave
I grrested The union is organized for all emergencies, even to
the extenl of removing injured pidiets aod providing medical attentlon
for them away trom the Bospitals where pickets previowsly taken for
treaiment were arpesidd, “Urusiog sgoods” of militant pickets cover
every sirategic point. ‘Phe appearince of & truck on any street Lrings
iestinde getion.

A great Deature of the sirike s the militant participatlon of the
siribiers’ women on a mass seale, (o Monday seven hudred women,
members of the Drivers' Union Auxilisry, marched on the mayor's
offre demdnding the withdrawal of the special police, They earried
inpers reading “Take away your hired thugs” and simllar slogans.
Mrs. Grant Duone, president of the auxilinry and Mrs. Farrell Dobbs,
secretary, led the demorsitration,

In a move to head off the general strilke the Keglonal Labor Boand,
on direet orders from Washington, is attempting to bring sbout =
godileawent, Duonne, Sloghuul and other mililant leaders of the union
luve consistently explained the sirike-breakiong role of this ageney and
wre warning Uw strikers now to watch out for any irap it may set
for Lhem,

Everything the unfon has gained, since its inception with a small
puelens of Coal Yord Drivers, has bheen the result of Its own strength
and militaney and the direct wass action of ils members. These
workers have been steeled in hercie battles for their rights, They
have learned somwe lesSois,. 1t will not be easy o fool them. I can
be said with assurance that the “Automobile seiflement” canmot be
pul over here. —EK.

Youth Demonstration Against W ar
And Fascism on May 30th

New York Clty.—Challenging the on the Committee as splitting the
bosses” “Memorial Day™, mFe;m]_Lg:t'lllll[t‘d front.

Notwithstanding this attack the
wir preparations and the growln ;l
wm'eputpl:uulnm the Uﬂitﬁﬁ Tnutﬁ United Youth Committee continued

Committes Agalnst War and Fas-|'® 8pproach the American League
ciam enlls upon the young workers confercnce for common action. The
aml students of the city o demon- letter ‘I‘:[ the ﬂ?mmmm} Was “an-
strate under Its banner on May 30th. swerad" by the Youth Section of the
Liespite efforts to achleve & common American League addresalng liself,
demonstration with the youth mn‘!thtnuuh the Dally Worker, not to
ference called by the Youth section |the Committes itsell, but to the

of the American Leaguoe .&g‘ni.uat.ul'_emh“m of the Y.P.5.L, Young
) {Lircle  Leapue and the Stodent

Fasciam, there will be two demon-;
_— ’ . League for Indusirial Demoerpey!
alrationg in the city., The Stalin- Th tated Bl Matte
lstg have rejected the most 1.‘|-L'-I'.I'll-.'ll'| & terms stated In etter

tary conditions for such a ““umlﬂmit any meontlon of the deglaive
front: a common acceptable nume:quﬂ&-tiu:l&-—a common leaflet and &

for the demonsiration, a cummunlmmmn" name other tham Natlonal

e, olnt Itk resont-
leafist, & joint commiiies rep ferved to—although It is clear from

fag: DAL ennismesgm. representatives  of the  Stalinists
Stalinlsts Force Split that they will mot retreat from this
Ewvery possible coocesslon  was | position.
made by (he United Youth Commit- Maobilize for May 30
b L0 :I-Eh-lﬂ'ﬁl this common action. This unscrumjlﬂuﬂ ﬂt“mﬂl o

To oo avail! The Young Commu-|pluce the responsibllity of the split

(By Mail—Special to the Militant)

Minneapolis, Sunday, May 20th:—Against the combined forces of
the bosses, their legal thugs iu the polioe department, augmented, by
thousands of deputies and imported gunmen, together with the Amerlcan
Legion aund the yellow press, the Geoeral Drivers Unpion, Local No. 674
is bervically defendivg the very right of the workers o organize. This
struggle is the result of the intolerable conditions foreed upon the
wurkers by the lruck-owners, prodnce companles and all commercial
delivery bosses.  The isue of wnionization of Labor has been B0
sharply ralsed that the fate of the entive trade-union movement hongs
ou the balunce. Never before has Minueapolls seen such & battle. The

members of the Communist Leagoe
the uolon abod its leadersbip, on e

with the spirit of Bolshevizsm,

at the large garnge that served as
i strike Headquarters and des-
putched pickets to strategic points
throughout the city and brought all
trucking to & stand-still, with the
cxception of the milk, fee and beer
drivers who are organized and have
permission to  operaie. Flying
squads of pickets, toured the city

pulling out all gas station aitend-
wnts.

All Transport Stopped

The city was [solated from all
truck traffic, in ao out, by mAass
picketing on  all highways., The
market was  clesed like o tomb.
Like-wise (bhe oll tank yards, truck
termioals und ware-houses, Over-
shadowiog this all was a constant
threat of the street-caor men going
out to get (he reipstatement of men
discharged for union membership,
The strike was so efective that
workers In-the factories gave it a
bearty cheer and begon to talk
organization and strike o the most
practical manuwer, ‘U'he frighteoed
small middle cluss people began to
deplete the shelves of the retallers
by stocklng up with supplies. The
bosses and baskers avd all reaction-
ary forges began (0 scremm st the
strikers in thelr yellow press.

Under the leadership of thale
central class organization, the Cltl-
wen’s Allisnee, the leading business
men of the Clity called a mass gath-
ering Io & buge hotel, at which they
corralled the small independent buas-
Ineas men for & frenzled struggle
agalpst the labor movement, begln-
ping  with the General Drlvers'
unlon. Uhis meetiog elected a ¢om-
mittee to conduct this stroggle. It
was compesed of the largest bank-
ers, indonstrlallsts, utility and com-
mercinl leaders of the city, This
move wis made because they were
confldent that they had the support
of the Mayor's Office and the Pollce
Department, The tromp card they
decided to play was to be the farm-
¢r3 and trock gardeoers' wse of the
City Market, together with the
movensent of bread from the baker-
lez, Bread trucks were loaded aod
loed up to go out on Wednesday
Y T s

Youth Day-—N.Y.I). is not even rﬂ-lhmcrlcau Imperinlism, Remember

polntment. ticipating in an aotl-Mazl strest

The letter charges that police on|meeling in Times Sguare, When
duty In the court attacked specta-|ihe cases came up, some fellow-
tors and bystanders without provo- |demonstrators In the courtroom in-
cation, beat them with weapons and [curred the wrath of the Magistrate
flats, resrained them  fllegally | by voicing thelr objection to the
from leaving the court, and In ope|procecdings. A nomber of skirm-
case drew a pistol on  Davel|lshes between the police and specs
Schwartz of 1483 Ocean Avenue, (fators ensoed.

this Committes either join thelr
Mational Youth Day or no united
front would be aschieved. Even
while the Tnited Youth Committes
was gtill consldering, with the know-
ledge of the Stalinist commitbes,
ways of overcoming the obstacle In
the roud toward unity, the Dally

nist leagne in essence proposed that |on the United Youth Committes I8

i piece of arrogance that must be
cxposed, The Committes will lsene
a public statement on the negotia-
tions, (The next Issue of the Mili-
tant will contaln the statement of
ihe Hpartacus Youth Clibs.)

All militont youth must be mo-

{bilized in full foree for May S0th.
Worker already contained an attack!Under the slogans of: Against Im-

iy

Speaks
On

The Socialist Party i 4th In

'perialist War and Fasclsm, Protest

the May Fist MNaval Mapeavers in

fﬁ, I, Defend Thaelman and Torg-
(ler, Defend the Four Deported Ger-
‘man Youth, Protest the Murder of

the Cuban Masses by the Agents of

(e Heactlonary Attack on the 6
Yipsels last Memorial Day, Smash
Fazclsim by forglog a Unlted Front
of Workers and Students’ Organiz-
atlons, the demonstration will be a
great step torward genuioe unlbed
front. The young Socimlist, Com-
munist and Stodent groups repre-
gented In the United Youth Commit-
tog are determined to begln the unit-
ed struggle agalnst capitalist re-
acton, imperialist war and Fasclsm.

Asgemble at 130h 8t and St
Nicholas Ave. at 12:20 P, M.!
March In solld ranks to 110th St
and Oth Avenue for the mass meets

Ing! Al out on May 30th!

wre in the vanguard of the fight, in
picket line, In the militant Women's

Auxillary—they are everywhere, perineating every aspect of the struggle

The strike was called Twesduy, May 15th at 11:30 P.M. It came as
4 result of the fallure of the bossesg
te graut recognition of the union| DHEDL
and an iocresse in wages, The|99t oo the street would cause fifteen
sirikers massed five thousand strong |

Hut the least move to go

or more picker “erosers” and trucks
to be ot the doors with bundreds
of plckets, Each bakery bosa de-
cided individually, despite the *in-
structions” of bis “Committes of
25", mot to let his trucks out.

Battle at the Market

The Farmers® angle was differsnt,
The County Sheriff swore in seventy
depaties. They were to convoy the
‘poor” farmers into market. MBig
jusiness was going to use the small
farmers to pull thelr ¢chessnuts out
of the fire 10r them by using them
as pawns o opén up the market
They woanted the farmers Lo dg
something thut the by produce lm-
porters and distributors, the pack-
ing trust, the frult trust, and the
milllog trust did not dere do toem-
selves. In a runoving bettle that
susted over an hour, the Sheriiis
men wera defleated, partly by being
stopped, and partly because the
favmers lelt them aod went back
bome,  Only thres farmers' trocks
But o mAarket on Saturday morn-
img.

Bosses Try Terror

When these two tactics of the
bosses failed they turned to the only
tactles  left—brutal terror. The
Mayer doubled the police force, then
tripled It Guumen were lmported to
got after the leaders of the strike.
Dutarmined attempds were made to
break through the picket llnes on
Friduy night sud Saturday. Two
bundred  arrests were made. A
beavy clash occurred in ihe Clty
Market before three wholesale vans
got through, Twenly plckels and
police were sent to the hospltal.
saturday night the “regulars” aod
“speclal” police rushed o truck load
of women pickets on the “newspaper
row" and beat them unmerclfully,
sendlng five to the bospital. It is
Lhese tactics of the police that in-
spived the striklog drivers to fght
all the barder and puts te shame
amy workers that stand on the side
lings,

Fioyd B, Olsen, the Former-Labor
Goveroor, atfempled to briog the
Losses and the strikers together to
begotiate for o seltlement. The
bosses refused to make goy copoes-
signs whatsover and demanded that
Gaverwor Olsen eall out the MMIL-
tla, The Htrikers' committes de-
clared their willlogness to pegotiate
aud demanded that the police be
called off If negotistions were to be
taken up agoain. This hes resulted
in & desdlock, with each alde mpes-
ing for the blg attempt of the bosses
to  settle thelr point on Monday
mornlng.  The swift developments
of the strike are putting the Gov-
ernor on the spot. Whether or aot
to call ont the Milltla—he can't de-
cide.  No reliance ean be pat upon
the Governor or the Labor Board to
settle anything favorably for the
workers. ‘This iz tirclessly ex-
plained by the militant leadership
of the strike., All energy and all
hope s directed to the mass pleket
ling, the largest and most militant
Minneapolls has ever seen. A pew
type of labor struggle is unfolding
here. The bosses and their hirelings

(Continged on Page 4)
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