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Before the Detroit Convention

OF the Socialist Party

T impeoding collupse of the
German Soclul Democratic Party,
shortly before Hitler's apopiotment
to the Chancellorship of the German
Republic, was the background Lo
the first declslon to hold o world
congress in Jaunary 1933, of the
Labor wnd Hociallst Iuternational
The actual surrender and resnltant
breakdown of the lurgest and most
infuentiat Iarty in the L. &, 1 did
not hasten thiz gathering but rather
leil to its postponemment,

s sesionys did net convene ot
Augnst 16KE, and ot becaunse there
was i real desire by the leadership
of the Znd Interoationsl te  hold
sueh a4 world gaibering to take in-
ventory of the condition in which
thiz movement found Bself. The
powerful reformist Britlsh Labor
Party amd the Swodish Secial Dem-
ocratly Parly even opposed the or-
iginal declslow for the Juvuury Con-
gress.  lu reality pot a siogle mvem-
bir of the Internntionzl Burean
whiniled the conferemce. 1T T was
leld it “was due to the fact that oo
one member of the Bureao was wili-
ing to move itx further postpone
ment”, Io g worl, the pressure o
the ranks of o pood number of he
leading parties in the Ioternational
forced the holding of the congress.
That explning the onwlllingness of
any mempber of the International
Burean o take responsibility for its
sl ponscineEnt,

The conpgress becaome the forum
for the expresszion of the diversified
views current in the movement,
The horrible defents of the working
clags meted ax the iostrument in
rulsing serious doubts in the minds
of witle strata of socinl democratic
workers as (0 the eflicacy of social
demoeratic theory and action. °“The
leadership seosed awt ooce (hat the
congress could not  meet  withool
this gquestion rising to the fore-
front. It was clear that here was
imvolvsd no ordinary siluntion. The
defeat of the German workingolass
wag one more great fest of the io-
ternational progeam of secial de-
meeracy, applied to the eoocrete
revolutionary  sitoation in  that
couniry, The facts were that the
German Party saffered an inglorious
defeat, and commitied o disgraceful
betrayal of the working class,

Leading Hole of Gérman Party

It was o discusslon uwpon these
quesiions the International DBurean
feared. It kooew that the congress,
willy-nilly, had to cccupy itself not
slone with the German Party and
itz leadersbip, but with the entire
International. The German Soclal
Democratic Party bore the same pe-
lation to the L.S.1. as does the
Russinn Communist Party in the
Btalinist International. It domin-
ated the Znd International. That is
why a dizecusglon on Germany, and
the role of the Social Democratic
Party in the eroclal sitnation meant
nnavoidably a discussion on  the
whole international course of social
democracy. Yet the Bureay could
not avold the congress for fear of
a world wide inner wrevolt which
would disrapt lts ranks. The con-
Eress then Devame the means of
stemming the obwvious leftward
trend of lorge sections of social
democratie workers,

In order to gnderstand the con
gress It Is necessary to turn briefly
to the execotive session of the Bu-
rean, In his pamphlet “The Strug-
gle for Revolutionary Socialism™,
Heinrich Erlich, ong of the lenders
of the Pollsh Bund, describes vivid-
Iy the character of this meeting,
He says: “When the session of the
Executive Committce was called,
there was not & member on the Ex-
ecutvie who had the least desire to
discuss the past, pavticularly the
German past",

MNaturally ! An effort was made to
discuas only the fptore without ref-
erence to the past. That effort was
in ne sense reallzed. The dlscus-
gion, at the Executlve Commiftes
and af the conferenee centered about
Germany, All ldeas, plans, erifd-
clama and defencer developed oot
of that discusslon. But in geoeral,
little discussion took place. The
only eriticlsm made of the course
puraned by the German Social De-
mocrdey came from the Polish Bund
which attempted to draw some les-
song from the catastrophie events.
According to Ehrlich, in the Execn-
tive Session, Otto Wels, the leader
of the German 5.0D0.P., spoke wilh
an aim of eliciting sympathy for his
party and for himself, “There
wasn't m trace of his former self-
assurance. e was ready to admit
that the toleration polley was a
mistake. . " In the conference, re-
cords show that the greatest nom-
ber of participants in discussions,
werg the critlcs of the lne of the
L. 8 I

Wels Defends Policy in Germany

In the Congreas Wels changed his
attitude entirely. He apoke sharp-
ly and vigorously as of old. He ad-
mitied nothing and defended every-
thing. We refer to Ebhrlich’s de-
gcription of his speech at the com-
Ereas;

“This specch wes unlike the one
he dellvered at the Executive.
There, he spoke ag a broken down

{!) as ome consclons of his

2. The Paris Confernée
OF the 2nd Imter 12 ional
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guilt, altlhough wilthout courage (o
admit i, ax age who reies 1o explain
away instead of defending hs ac-
Pien=. At the executlve sesslon,
Wels vealized that be wus addross-
img weembers of  the Interoaticnal
only,

“Io hiz speech at the conferemce,
however, he was surer of himself,
10 took the ofcosive. He thought
it nmecessary at this conference 1o
‘eust aside the accusnilons’ that the
German socinl Democracy was not
iatiomalizgie enough, that it had oot
shown  =ufficient ionterest in  the
German nation.  In short, speaking
at he did, Wels had his German
wndienes in mimd ragher than the
aneliesnee of the conference,

"It wons a harrowng apecch. 1n-
cilently my gaze fell on the French
delegnte Moargoet (represeoting the
extreme rlight wing of the Frooch
PParty, now split from it and form-
b the XNeo-Hocialist  party  io
Franee——A3,  With hizs charac-
tarkd e smile, he li=fooel o Wels
Aurguel himself huasn't teo great a
belief in internationalism. What a
Juy il must have een to bim to lis-
ten to the patienaliztle utterances
ol Wiela™,

Graphie cnough! The greaot ma-
Jurity ol delegates ot the Congress
rveprésented the some poiot of view
ax Wl presenbed to thaem, In a
word, Inteenationnl Socisl  Demo=-
CrACY roitormted itg policy of re-
Earniizm, coalition governments, the
theory of the “lesser ovil™, extreme
uubivnulism, and a whole series of
downright reactivonry policies that
Wik H'I'i"i'l‘l expression by other del-
et loaas,

The repori of Wels on the Ger-
man shivation more or less marked
(T tha midez In the conference. Qut
of the report there naturally arose
f aliseussion on the policies pursued
there, aud breaking beyond the con-
fineg of Germany, ook up the whole
conrse of the Interoational, Therg
were three points on the Congress
agemwdin: (1) ‘T'he strnggle for pow-
or; (2) “Che struggle against war;
apd (3) The unity of the working
clazs, Arouod ench one of these a
coptfict broke out between those de-
minnding wilberenee (o the old poli-
cle=, o contiunation of the past and
a small group demanding o break
with the policics of the past. The
lineup appearesd as follows: The £x=
treme rvight wing makiog up the
majority of the © rongress and led by
the Germuan delegation, the Britlsh
Labor Party, the Scapdinavian del-
cpntes nnd part of the French dele-
gatlon. A center group led by Ad-
ler and Bawcr, which always suce-
combed to the pressure from  the
right wing. And finally the left
wing of the Congress led by the
Polish Bund and suppoerted by dele-
wilbes af the Freoels I'nrty, the Ital-
fan D'arty, anl  paradoxieally  en-
ougly, the wmajority of the American
clelegation.

Molish Bund Leads Fight

The vietories of Fascisin foreed
Ll Congress to consider, under the
discussion of the first point on the
agenda, the validity of the pollcy of
rieform.  The Polishh Bownd led the
fAght against the old poiot of wiew
anpd presented the new position that
iy becoming cureenl with the nomee-
oug left groupings in the Soclalist
oY eanemi,

Thnt view calls [or an el of the
policy of refovie and states that
the only poasible means for a vic-
toey againat capliallz=m les through
the destroction of the capitalist
state apd the cstablishment of “the
divtatorship «f the revelatlonary
party (1) during the period of So-
clali=t conztrectlon™  “This position,
bowaver, was by Do means the
dominant one. MHeformism s all
powerful in the Znd Interpatonal,
Lizten to the speech of the Danish
Drelegate, Andersen, who declared at
ithe conference that: It woold be
vory unfortunate if the workers as

gather the impression that recent
cvents compel gs te qeck new ways
0!y oamd mew motbods (1) for ear
rying on our steuggle, I should like
ton warn agalnst the statements
made heare to the effect tlu! the
erinan events mean the end and
bankruptey of reformism,. It 18 one
of those slogans that result in dan-
perons illesions and leads to dang-
crong  generallzatlions”,

Vougt, the delegate from Sweden,
voleed similar sentiments: “If the
International wants to soecesd it
must opoily  and  unsguivocally
state, regardless of all theories des-
tined for the far
that we defend democracy, the free-
dom of mafions. We do not want a
proletarlan dictatorship, We want
to preserve the democtatic instito-
tlons, . . Lot us discnss the con-
quest of power, but let us talk less
about how to go about making revo-
lutions When the Interpational will
appeal to the League of Nations for
peace and freedom, for the struggle
againgt war, for the defense of

distant foture, |secore victory™,

Iy understood, and its pewer will be
mnnifest™,

T  conference discossed all
tlre: points an the agends as one.
There were no limits to the sub-
Jeets arguned ot one time, and the
dizcng=him drified in such & manner.
Thee soajorlcy resoluiion of the con-
ferenee did not, ag the minority
claims, fall to glve definlie state-
meeiets on dthedir positbon.  The reso-
Iution reiterated the position of ro-
formigm. It did =o on all questions.
There was one slight change. The
resolution declared that in hose
countries where fascism was in
power it would be necessary (o em-
oy revelationary means” to bring
abount its overthrow. But by no
meins shoull the working closs em-
ploy  revolntionary means in the
“thepnoerntic” comntrbes !

Right YWing Domdnates Congress

Ao much did the Right Wing dom-
inate the Congress that even  the
wink-kneed offorts of Bauer to state
simpile trutls failed of their pur-
pose, Thus the following clouse
wins stricken from the original draft
of e resolution: “The Germamn
democraey of the future will either
b Hoclnli=t o nol edeme inbis exists
ence.  In the Foscist countries the
goal of the revolutionney stroggles
mnst wot e the retorn to bourgeols
demecrney but the couguest of So-
clallst Democracy”  Criticisms of
the Leagee of Nations were stricken
ont.  Affirmation of disarmaoent
conferenves a8 4 megns of preveot-
ing war was lueluded. ‘The Itight
wing insisted apon the deletlon of
the following: "“The International
will oppose by all its means any
aggrission against the Boviet Union,
It denounees onee more thie bandiiey
of Japanese imperlalism against the
Chinese revolutioy and the menace
which Japan is erenting on the Eas-
tern frontier of Ruossie, It deooune-
s the pltiable fnllure of the policies
of the Toague of Natlons In ibe
prescnes of thise dungers™.

The ~Marxzist" Bagser, who then
sharply eriticized the German Social
Democracy, ooly o prepare  he
Anmne fate for the Awstrinn proletar.
int, withdrew everytlhine the Right
Wing made its demopd. The ma-
Jorlty  vesolution  in its  sccepbed
form, contineed o endorse social
demsoeratle policy as we have known
it to be: rejection of the revolutlon-
ary siruggle for power, the proletar-
inn dictatorship, the Soviet syatem,
amd rellecabed its refermist policy.
Just as Staliniam has not lenroed
a single lesson from -the events of
the past years, the Labor and So-
vinlist International similarly pre-
paries continuation of a eourse that
has bronght disaster to the Interna-
tional working class. By its asser-
tion of the class collaborationdst
prodiey, pursued now for more than
u dlecade, and the promiss to contin-
ue g nutionalist course, there I8 not
the slightest hope o this organiza-
tion,

Resolution of Folish Bund

Contrasted to this was the resolu-
tion presented by the Polish Bood
aml sapported in all by 18 of 300
delegates.  “This  resclution repre-
senbed the left corrent at the Coo-
gress.  As poinbed out previously,
it waz lpevitable that any serlous
conflict on fundamental quoestions
within the Soclallst movement had
to revolve aroond the guestion of
the stube and the stroggle for pow-
«f, This is the point of depacture
of the Bund resolution,

Tt says for example: “The Gers
man events condemn at ooe and the
sgame Hme the fallore of the Com-
munist pelicy of division (1t should
read Stalinfst—AG.) and the re-
formist poliey of Socialism”. Fur-
ther: “The Conference declares that
it is mot the tisk of the Socialist
partles to attempt to straighten out
the capitalist world or even to col-
[nborate in sweh attempts. It de-
clares on the contrary that by what-
ever means (1) they are going to
achieve power they must not secure
the exercize of power within the
strocture of the capltalist regime
but must wtilize power In order to
destroy the bourgeols state apd In-

i reanlt of onre dizseussions, wnul{llﬂmll the dictatorship of the revolo-

tlonary party (oot the proletariat—
AG) during the period of Soclal-
ist comstruction".

Again: "It Ia evident that the
working class will defend energet-
Ieally itz demeeratic achievements

*agnlnut all reactionary attempks buk

the struggle against Fascism cannot
have az itz goal the malptenance or
re-cstablishment of bourgeols demo-
cracy which is bosed on economie
inequality but that of constructing
a real Soclallst demoeracy . . . it is
necessary that the working class be-
gins to prepare at ooce for a strog-
Ele by all the means (!) which may
Asserting the need
to struggle agalnst the crisis, to
work oot plang to win the middle
class, expressing lack of confdence
in the Teague of Natloos, the Dis-
armament Conference, the Economic
Conference, and copcluding that
only the working class alooe can
struggle agalnst Fasclsm, War and
the crisls, the resolutlon ends. The
reselotion was sigoed by two Bund,
two French, two Itallan, one Hs-

demoeracy, Its purpose will be clear-

tonlan, one Belglan and four Amer-

ican delegntes, Bix additional voles
woere rogistered for 0t in the Con-
gre=z. Thus alinost the cutire Con-
gress ol M dlelegates supported the
resclionary right wing,
Leit Wing Confuses Issues

It is clear that in Aogust 1933,
e lines of differcoace in the LoS.1
ware Hest beginnibg as o resalt of
ihe German evenls. They were des-
Lined to grow sbarper aml clearer.
Lt theen, there was still a great
deul of punfusion. The Polish Bund
always represented the 2% Interna-
tinnal tendency and it needed only
the Gorman situation to  foree it
inte the opes ones more and reaf-
firn o peesitbon it bas had for some
tioee,  Even sz, the “leflt wing™ re-
solution i marked by confusion,
and by a Inilure to draw  correct
lesgons from their analysis. The
balk of the congress and that in-
clipdes the largest and most influ-
cuilal puerties inm the L.2.1. asseris
the peolicy that has been pursued by
Hocial Democracy for many yvears,
thie policy that led to heavy sacri-
fices amd defents ol the world prole-
tarlat,

L] L ¥ L

Hince the time the congress was
helil new events have served to -
crease e discussion in the Soclal
Tregnecratie movement on the funda-
mential policies followed by it. The
growth of Fascism reached a new
helght fu bts wictory over Hocial
iwemuoeraey e Austvia, The armed
struggle of the Anstrian workers,
whae fonght in Jdedense, at o thmoe
when iU was too late, has provelked
e ol in the minds of many
wocinl demoeeralic workers. The de-

clglons of tha Congress in August
1, when soclal democracy, fol-
lowlmg Ul dlefent i Germany, re-
affirmed the defense of bourgeois
democraey, nnd declined to adopt a
policy of revolutionary strugele for
power with the aim of destroying the
capitalizg stete and substituting for
it the proletarian, received another
blow in Awstela, The continued rise
ol Fascism in every Europesn ¢oumn.
try forvees to a4 head the disputes
ovir fundamental guestions revolyv-
ing around the fate of soeciety and
the working class, Thousands of
soeinl dlemocratle workers pre Te-
criving vew and practical instroe
tions in (e chorncier of the state,
demeeracy  awl e stroggle  for
power.  They arve learning, and rap-
idly, teo, that reformizsm bos gied
theiv bamals  and  made them  easy
vietims of capltalist oppression,
The leliward movements in the 2od
Imternationnl ave therefore to  be
sought in the events of the last year
amil o half.

Left Tendencies Grow

singe Aoggust, the left tendencles
bave 'grown throughout the L.S.I1
The oelizh Socialist Party accepled
a resolullon at s congress endors-
ing "o proletarian dictatorship of
workers and peasants™.  Left tend-
encles and groupings cxist in almost
every party o the Intersational.
The Spanish youth organization has
declored itself for the Fourth Inter-
national,  Fhe youth organizutions
of Ioland, Belgiom, I ranee and the
United Htates also move rapidly Lo
the left on a vumber of very impor-
tant gquestions. Inm Parls, the Hight
wing dominited completely, TUn-
doulledly B o congress were held
wow, 1here wonlid be a different e-
lation of furces,

The Polish Hund, we sald above,
idid not really move toward the left.
It reafficmed, in reality o pozition
it s had for some time, While it
demands o break with reformism,
it does wol lend to elavity, It is
confused on the guestions of the
struggle: Tor power and the proletar-
lon state, It deliberately confuses
Sialini=m with Bol=hevism, ns do all
ngg-Marxists, That is why 1t speaks
against both, Commupnism (!) and
Hocial Ieformism. And in its place?
it demonds “ltevolutionary Boeial-
i=m", “"Marxinn Soclalism"™. Buat
Revolulionary  Hoeciglism, Marxian
Hocialism, s the gquintessence of
Bolshevism, The fundamentals of
Marsiam are contained in the decl-

Comnunist Imtérnationsl.

1t ix not as §if we are beginning
nnew,  The revelnllonary -moveinsnt
has already passed theough the war
years, It has already experienced
the betrayal of socinl democracy
when it cnme to the support of ime-
perislist capiialism with the out-
brioak of the war, up to the pregent
day. Awl the “left wing™ today has
not cxpressed a single new thought.
It hus expressed only balf truths
amil confosion. Ooe does nol need
to iovestigate (1) the diferent ways
ppd means to tnke power, Revolu-
tiouary means { !y in Fasckst coun-

conntries can only prepard mone
itefents for the working class, ¥You
must zay very openly and clearly
that the road to power les through
the armed assault of the workiog
class wpon the whole strocture of
capltalizm, to transform the sdécinl
order. It pieans the destroction of
the capitnlist state and the estab-
lishment of the proletarian dicta-
torship, which serves as the transi-
tlomal power of the working 1;1.3.33.
in the erection of the classless so-
clety. This iz fondamental. There
is no other way!

And so It s with a whole serles
of questions: the Soviet system, the
struggle in the trade polons, agalnst
the crisls, against war, the libara-
tlon of the colonlal peoples, ete

slonz of the early congresses of theln reformist

Editor's Note— The following
iz the first of a serfes of articles
contributed to the discussion of
the movement for a new party by
Felix Morrow.

L] » [ ]

Te all whe look upon the buildiog
of u new pevolotlonary party and
International es (e primarcy
task today, the evolution of the
American Workers Party s of ser
ivns import. Yor here s & group,
of nodeubted seriousness of purpose,
almest all of whom bave comne from
e Confercnce for FProgressive
Labur Action with some training
in mass work, amd whoe have come
out as g revelutlonary organization.
No one ¢ould serlously bave ex-
peincted, of course, that such a group,
with pe expericnce in party lfe and
thought, and 50 new to the revolu-
Hopury road, shoubd overnight dde-
velop revolutionary clarity ; Bolshe
vikz are certaloly nol made at such
short notice, Herlows gaps in the
political cquipment of the A W.F.
were Lo be expected. The inportant
guestion is whether, after a perlod
of amorphous evolutlon, the Ameri-
can Workers Parcty will take to the
rond for o now parlty awd ioleroa-
thonal.

Thres closcly relnbed  teodencios
dtand beiween the A.W.1S and the
npew road, 1 sball summarize these
tendencies, iocluding the form they
tuke in the Program of the AW.P.,
and then suggest the latest  Lght
Lhrewn ou them, by the AJW.E. pub-
lie lecture-conferences lu MNew York
o Apeil 14, 15, 21, 22
I
The Past of the A.W.P.

The AW I is proud of ity “origin
n action" ln the Conference for
Progressive Labor Action, ‘While
thert iz much that s usefol in this
past, it is also a rceformist past.
The sharpest (heeretical clavily s
necessary o distinguish between
the wpseful herlfage and its reform-
ist malore. A break with this re-
formist past iy necessury. In view
of the AVW.E's prood boasts aboat
itz origins, and s insufficlently
critical analysis of ils past reform-
ism {gee Cbapter 1V of the Pro-
gram), one is consirained to say
thuat the AWIA  stawls wore in
danger of reformist bangovers Lhuan
It iz of losing any useful elements
of its past. A glunee st its history
will moke this clear enough.
Boginning, in 1923, as ab organiz-
atien of trade-unlon progressives,
the Copfercnce for Progreasive La-
bor Action won o certain amount of
success, due to the fact that the
Communist 'arty bad leunched ie-
self ou lta dusl unlonism, while the
soclalist Party had loug capltulated
1o (e A, F. of L. leadership. @Po-
licleally, the C.P.L.A. was reform-
ist; in agdvocating indepeodent po-
litlcal action for lubor, it was Little
forther advaoced than the unlons
which in 1#24 declared for La Fol-
lefle, Even whoen it begon evolving
more milifgnt trade anion policies,
bullding rank and file oppositions,
and branched out inoto the unem-
ployed movement, the C.P.L.A. re-
miined definitely reformist in poli-
tivs, MNor was there further clarity
in the declaration of the Sepiember,
1882 convention which made the
P LA, iote o political organiza-
thon, for the eriticism of the Scelal-
Bat and Communist parties was lim-
fted to thelr mass work, and o po
way was linked wp with political
[nndamentals. Ity Jdeclaration that
it aimed “to abolish, not to reform,
the caopitalist system", was only re-
peated the other day by the right-
wing Farmer-Labor Party of Min-
nesota, For the C.P.L.A., the com-
crete meaning of the phrase ap-
peared to be, nob evolution toward
& revolutionary workers party, bot
Farmer-Labor party.

wing groupings in the 2nd Interna-
tiomal at ooce accept & full comma-
nist program. We do poiot out,
bowever, that when the Pollsh Bund
declares at the Parls Congress that
the working class muost seek new
ways and break with “Communism
and reformism”, that it lends to
confusion and not clarity.

Perspectives of the Fight

Az the struggle develops, patur-
ally, a greater clarity will be ach-
leved. For the moment however,
the struggle i still in its early

tries and the old ways In demoeratic |stages. The numerous groups that

oxist all over the world, will begin
Lo find their centers. There will bhe
a great deal of back-slidipg, no
doubt, Buob the genuoine left wing
movement will also filod its center
and itz path.

dush Is the backgroond to the
present situation in the Soclallst
International and in the Amerlcan
party. The pressure of ¢vents s
driving great gectlons of the social-
ist workers to the left. The mooda
of these workers drived many lead-
ers to the left—some genuinely, the
majority, us experience has shown,
only to head off a real break with
the past and to decapitate the move-
ment,

Out of the Parls conference, the

We doe mot demand that the laft

™

grouplngs and tendencies have b

1. The Political Evolution
OfF the C.P.L.A.

The year after the 1932 convention
the leaders of (he CLPI.A, were in
the Farmer-Labor Federation, Ire-
sumably that was fbeir idea, fhon,
of the way to “abolizsh" capitallam.

December Conferenco

Thun came the Rogsevelt progrinm
of “planped” capitalism, with sz
repercussions in the Jabor move-
ment. It deflated the right wing
in the Hoecinlist Party=——flor Roose-
vell's was their program. The mili-
tants, Muste's former allies, now
begau to come to the fore, talking
lki: s many “Musteltes" about
inilitaney in the labor unlong and
unemployed work, reaching the
workers, oic.  Ad their stréopth
grew, the milltants did oot fail to
pvint out that if milithney was de-
slred, the way 10 get b was Lo win
the 8. ', as they were doing, oot
ter 2t np one's own seet.  The nec-
mxity of distinguoishing themselves
fromy the Socialisis in more signii-
chnl Lerms than militancy became
appacent in the CLOINLA. Nor could
leftward-moving  centrists  close
thelr eyes any longer to the essen
tially reformist character of farm-
ar=luboerism. In December, 193 the
C.P.L.A. convention deeided to bnild
e American Workers arty. Al
CI%Teh. members awfomatically Le-
e members of (he AW B,

At no time—ilneluding the 1933
convention resslutions = hud  the
Co LA, made the decisive distine-
tions between reform ane  revols-
ticnn.  Thronghout this pecied the
case ageinst the Bocialist and Com-
mnuist partles had never been put
dn political téerms; always the qoar-
#cl on the level of day-to-day waork.
Mot untll the Program of the AW,
P, published early in 1934 (wrltien
with the asalstance of revolutionary
intellectuals with no C.P.L.A. hack-
ground) doéz there begin the frst
criticisms of the Soclalist Party in
terms aof its reformism, and even
hera the talk is mainly of ils mass
work (see Chapters III and IY).
It &= true, as Sldoney Hoosk says,
that the tlhicory of the state Iz the
toumchstone of a parly's natore; it
ig true that the Program (plus Dyre-
ther stnfements by ASN.IY. lenders)
appronches the Marxist theory of
thi: state (though it containg mnlo-
ous  omissions and ambigeities—
role of Boviets before takiog power,
armed  lnsurrectlon, the ambiguons
formula of workers' democracy sub-
atituted for the Marxist formuola,
dictatorship of the proletariak).
Further Analysis Needed

There must b a period of thor-
vugh theoretical discussion and
analyyis, o order to see whether
the rest of the Program, aond’ par-
ticularly what the A W.P. brings
over from the C.P.LA. is actually
in consonance with Marxismo. ‘The
mere presence of the class theory
of the state does not gunaranies the
rest, cértainly not when the intro-
duetion of the theory of (he stafc
s of 80 recent origine  DNo revolu-
tiopary but is gratifed that the
AW, leaders who were 4 ¥ear ago
preparing to build 5 Farmer-Labor
Federation noew are speaking in
revilutionary terms; bokb such g
volte-face reveals o gross emplel-
cism which must be overcome by
theoretical discussion and training.
Clear formulation of fondamental
principles ls a necessity at this
point. By all means let us be “flex-
ible” im the applicatlon of oor
principles, Bot let os first bave
principles to be flexible about.

In the light of what has been
aaid, one of the most distorbing as-
pects of the AW.P. conferences

come more aetive and seek one com-
mon level on the basis of o clarilica-
tion of the issues involved, True
revolutionaries will seek to  help
these left groupings and tendencles
to fiad roe proper road. ‘The Bol-
shevik-Leninists will endeavor to
help in the edoeation of the work-
ers. It will be necessary to demon-
strate to them, that upon ihe bagis
of the ztruggles they are cogoged
in, only one posaible owtcome ex-
ista. Either a complete break with
réformism and the Znd Ioternation-
al or else capltalation to it. On the
basis of such o break, it will be im-
possible for these workers o go to
Stalinism, which deserves the same
fate as reformizm. These forces
now in the Socialist Intérnational
must participate in the movement
to reorgunize the ranka of the in-
ternationnl  proletarint. I other
words it must participate in the
constructlon of the Fourth Interna-
tional.

The general background of the
grouplngs in the American Sociallst
Party lles in the International Con-
gresi. On the basis of an unnder-
standing of the situation in the In-
ternationz], which grew out of
world-shaplng events, we shall he
able to underatand the sltuation in
the Amerlcan Party.

ALBERT GLOTZER.

A Critical Analysis of the
American Workers Party

witrer Bl many exomples of con-
Letapl for theory or minimizing of
the vale of Ltheory. There 18 no
sibtler wiy of blurring the distino-
tion belween reform and revolution
than by shying awaey from funds-
mental thesretical discussion, In
reformist purties, cenlrists express
iheiv digeontent by talkivg action;
the militauts in the 3. P. exemplify
thiz mowd. 1o revolutionary parties
ar partles gravitativg to o revalu-
tlepuary position, centvists poob-pooh
“top el theoretical discussion",
o by cwplasis on events or moass
action denigrate (hie role of theory
audd party. AL the conferenees, the
st ambitlows, mod the most e
venling exuwmple of this was J. B, 3.
Hardman's discussion of the Rus-
shan Revolution,

The Hele of the Party

Iuriman built up a pletore of the
Bolstwevik party playing no declsive
rale in the revolotion: “Only the
pntmority  (of e Central Commit-
b)) corried out the insurrection:
Lie majorily was against it". ““For
it puarter of g ceotury (he Russion
workingelass did (hings rather than
discuss, Fortunalely nearly all Lta
leadders Juold pothing 1o do with the
vevielulion,  Algsl of them were em-
lgres, and at ilbe crucial mement
e leaders were in Finlaod”, He
held ot as most significant the gap
Ietween Husslan feudal government
ol its growing eapltallst industry,
conlrusting It with the close nexys
bielweed industry and government
in Americn.  Thus, sald Hardman,
ope problem in Amerlea I3 very
dbiferent thaw the Rossian. (He
conld say Lhis, of course, only by
ignoring the gap In Amerlea be-
Lween induwstry and government on
the one band and the productive
Corces  on (he ofther.) Bo, sald
Hardman, (e Jiossinon Revalution
sives "at bost only certain lessons”
(uospecifed). By making what
wierd notunlly strategy and porpos-
lve action carried (lrough by the
Bolshevik party, Into blind history,
Hardman is able to Jdismiss as pe-
ciliar and local events which woere
netnally the resultants of fundamen-
tal  primciples  of  revolutionary
strategy. That Hardman did bot
bolily emunciale which fundamen-
tal principles he dismisses—this 1s
nlso typieal of centrist ambigulty;
Hardman is slmply reserving in ad-
vaned “the right" to differ, wbhen-
evver o fundamental issue becones
ceueinl, A Eeen observer once put
Hardman’s case apily. “He's trying
to make a phllosophy out of com-
maonplaces: don"t be dogmatic, be
realistie, lel's be sensible, ete, ete”
Fwverything is there, in fact, except
a thesretical foundation,

“Too Much Better™

The conferénces supplied otber
illwainating examples,  Answerlng
ihe charge that the AW.P. wasd In
tlanger of all the pitfalls of the
grogs empiriciam characteristic of
[ whale history of the Amerlcan
labor mjovement, V. F. Calverton
sabd: “The Secialist Labor Party
shows what too muoch theory <on
lead to.  Its theory I8 so perm't, it
cah’t move”™, It was a good joke
abbch gol the luughs—but revealed a
L Philistiece's  allitude toward
theory, as if Lo say, “A little of It
iz all right In itz place. Hat—".
Walter Edwin Peck evidenced the
venirist’s fearful hate for theory:
“Radicals have been analysing the
world as they saw It, but they had
metaphy=ies on their mind,. We
lave becn (eying to sell the workers
Hegel and Saint Kirl, What was
e power of the I.W.W.? Becagse
it didn‘t sell workers any philogo-
phy™,  Then, most inoocently, Peck
went on Ly say fhat the LAV.W.
“was killed by prosperity”, He
could searcely be expected to one
dlerstamd that this meant they bhad
e adequate philosophy !

George  Schuyler even embar-
rassed* his own comrades with the
asgertlon: “Marz hasn't got any-
thing to do with the U. 3. We don't
have to borrow any European phil-
osophy™,

Not every spokesman of the AW,
P so denlgrates theory, of coorse:;
but what do they do in the face of
this tendency which has to be
fought as uneompromisingly as ont-
right reformizm? Ho far as I coold
wee, all they do ls grin embarrasped-
Iy when thelr comrades make asses
of themselves.

—FEL1X MORROW.
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