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Before the Socialist Party
Convention

Editor's Note: This 1s the first

of a serles of four articles by [Lasls of the series of defeats suf-
Compade Glotzer on the grooplogs | fered by . Thizs we leave for a

and issues at  the fortheomipg
convention of the Socialist Party.

The Sccvialist Party of America situation in the American Hoclmlist

will hold s annwal gonvention in
Tretredt on June 1, 2 apd 3. The'
entire Parly is now engaged in pre-
paring for this meet. Discossions
bhave already begun and greupings
taken shape. The membership s
in a state of agltation somewhat re-|
minlgeent of the time when the firat
left wing struggle broke ount.

The present condition muost na-
turally be contrasted to the almost
diecade-long perlod In which the
Bocialist Parly was a small ioeffec-
tual organization. Since the crisis,
however, It bas grown steadily in
influcnce and pumbérs, zo0 that the
Party approaches (e ¢onvention
with a membership of over 25,000.

In the “Natioual Headquarters'
Supplement” of the Milwagkee
Leader of March 3rd, are pablished
onmerpus reselutlons on the lead-

Ing guestions fecing the Party: a—|

Dwselaration of Principles; b—INa-
tional Recovery Administration;

c—Labor Unions; d—Agriculture;’

e—the Upnited Frout; [—Socialist

Press: g—Socclalist Tactics: h—:
Fascism,

International Relations,
Democracy, eto,
With respect to the decisive fun-

damental guestions, a series of dit-'

ferent viewpoints are presented as
the basiz for the pre-convention
discusslon. These views vary Irom
the cragsest reactionary IXight Wing
position on the class stroggle to the
Left, including also a tendency fav-
oring adherénce to the movemend
for the Fourih International.
Groupings in the Party

The emergence of defolte beft
wing grouplngs in the Amerlcan
Boclalist Party may be recelved by
many with sueprise and doubt. An
examination of the pre-convention
matérial, however, I3 all that is net-
egsary to convionce one of this faet.
Thus one sees the following groups
and tendencies préparing to do bat-
tle for their respective points of
view: The Revolutionary FPolicy
Committes (patterned after the
committes of the same pame in the
Britiash Independent Labor FParky),
the Militants, the “Chicage Left
Wing” (Sepior and EKrueger), ‘The
ulirg-regetionaries of the Forward
Assoclation under the leadership of
Abe (“Hear the Other Side”) Ca-
ham, the Old Guoard, the Wisconsin
Orgaplzation (Hean), and those
who follow and support the position
of the Folish Bund, In any case,
there is wvarlety,

What are the chief polots of
slruggle? First and foremost is the
prineipled guestion of : Heform wer-
sua Revolution.,  Allled with this
and flowing out of it is the gquestion
of the proletarlan dictatorship, Out
of the dispotes over these two fun-
damental goestions of Marsiom over
which the Workers movement has
glready split into well defined
groupings (social democracy and
communism ), there has logleally
developed diferences on all phases
of work engaged in by the Soclalist
Party. The guestions of Trade Un-
ion work, the United Froont, The
struggle against War, Labor Parly,
Bovict Union, and a whole serles of
other questions are in dispute.

Bagls Canses of the Grouplngs

The situatlon in the Soclalist
Farty belles the Stalinlst position
nn Soclal Demecracy. They bave
and continue to regard the scelal
demeeracy as on solld, immovable
“soclal fascist mass” incapable of
moving in the direction of commun-
jgm., A Marxist approach to the
question will demonsirale at once
that ¢opditions which made possible
the emergence of an international
left wing In Soclal Democracy dar-
ing the war years, resalting in the
création of the Commuonist Iotermn-
tional on the basis of the old, De-
cur opce more in different form.

Cutstanding victories of the pro-
letariat (the Huosslan Revolution)
are mot the only motlve forces of
the interpational working ¢lass
Major defexts likewise prove to be
influences upon the workers' move-
ment, pushiog it in one directlon or
another. Thus i the Husslan Hev-
olution bad the effect of fnally
breaking off large sectlons of soclal
demecracy already dlssatisfled with
the baoner of HKautsky, Bauer,
Beheldeman, et al, and pushing them
in the direction of Communlsm and
the banner of Marxism, there 1s no
reason why a catastrophic defeat,
Buch as took place in Germany
(and followed in Austria) should
not bring about similar movements,

The defedts in Germany and An-
stria demonstrated the bankruptey
of Jecial Democracy and Btalinlsm.
These two events are pesponaible
for the movements within the Bo-
clal Democratle partles the world
over. The specific political and or-
ganlzational conditions associated
with the Soclal Democratic move-
ment explain why it & going
through another internal upheaval;
and plmilar ressons, from another
poiot of view, explain why Btalin-

mendous interpal disrgptions on the

later disenssion,
Roots in the International Sitmation
It §s impossible to explaln the

Iarty, the existence of such a var-
ety of growps, with different views
i some respects and  viewsa  that
colnchile In others, without seeking
its rools.  The background of the
interoal situation in the Amerlcan
I'arty is the European situation
The defeat in Germany, carrying
with It the destractlon of the “dean’
of soclal democratle partles, brought
inte existence an  International
Congriss (August 1033). At this
congress, in spite of the endorse-
ment It gave to the polleles and
activitles of the Germany Party,
there emerged a definite left wing
point of view onder the leadership
of the Polish Bend, This point of
view dispzsoeiated itself from the
polleles pursuned by the German
& Ik P. and the Labor and Soclal-
ist Imternational (2nd) which was
dominated Ly the German Party.
While the left wing recelved but
cighteen out of three hundred voles
cnst At the Auwgust, 1033 Interna-
tignal Congress, sinee then it has
grown everywhers. The Austrian
gitpation also acted as an impelling
force on the left wing in all coun-
tries.  The left wing takes shape
a5 an international grouping dis-
nssoeinting ftsell from the whole
conrse of the T, 8. 1. pursoed up
to and through the German aond
Austrian events, demanding a com-
plete revislon in theory and prac-
tice, of secial democratic policy.
Just as the decisions of the In-

ternational congress of last year
did not and ¢conld not settle the in-
terpntional sltvation In the L.&.1.
but has ooly raised them ln a more
acute form, 50 the coming conven-
tion of the American Socialist Party
will mot settle the questions in dis-
pute. The situation in the Amerl-
can Party is g reflectlon of the lo-
ternntional sitoation, The left wing
groupings bhere are a part of the
international left wing groopings,
all of them arising under the pres-
anre of great European defeats. Ir-
respective of the outeome of the
Detroit convention the maln issges
that agitate the Soclalist organiza-
tlon today will continue unotil a def-
inite solution, both pelitically and
crganizationally, of the gquestions
in dispate takes place,
Probing the Dispotes

A disenssion of the coming con-
vention cannot be held without eon-
sideration of;

1. The loternational congress of
August 1533, in which the confliet
between the Right wepresented by
the German leaders and the Interog-
tional “01d Guard"” on the one hand
and the left wing led by the Follsh
Iund {(supported by a majority of
the American delegation!) on the
other, hroke out in sharp form over
the fundamental guestions ralsed in
connection with the most decisive
eveut since the Russlan Revolution
—the wictory of Fasclam in Ger-
many ;

2 The international grooplogs of
n left charncter and the reflectlon
of these tendencies in Amerlea; and

3. The possible outcome of these
internal struggles, or more preéclse-
iy : what to do!

The fortheoming artioles will

In a recent issue of the Nation,
Mr. Lougls Fiacher, in a8 much her-
alded article, invokes the death of
“Trotskyizm™ for the hundredth
time, It seems however that “Trot-
skyvisn’ always pops up  again,
much o the dismay of ils oppon-
cots. The reactionary capltalist
Governments of Europe however,
don't care much for “counter-rev-
olutionary Trotskyism®, dead or
allve,

Mr. Fisther, like most Stalinist
seribes, does ot feel impelled to
substanticte his "arguments” ggainst
Trotsky by nuy [acts, but resurrects
the old fiction maoufactored by
Mavuilsky & Co

Mr. Fischer's chapter in the in-
ternationul compaign of calumpy
and falsiication starts off with the
thesis that Rakovsky's recaptation
spells the death of “Trotskylsm™.
His whole argument revolves
aroumnd this axis, As if the capitu-
lation of an individual lmpogns the
fundamental priociples of that
movement. History can not  be
written so simply. The socialist
and communist movement has been
pock-marked with desertions, et
the prisciples of communism remain
a5 unshaken a8 ever.

Causes of Hakevsky's Capitulation
If Mr. Fischer woants to find out
the real meaniog and canse of Ra-
kovsky's capitulation, he himself
has given ua the cloe,
“At a reeent party conference
in Eastern Siberla,” writes Mr.
Fizcher, “Emilian Yaraslovsky, &
mémber of the nner Dolsherik
cirele, spoke of the counter-reye-
lutionaries hired by the bourgeoi-
sie; and the delegales remarked
that Trofsky too was In the pay
of the capitalists. Yaraslovsky did
not have the couragd to deny this
infamons pecusation. His Iailure
te do s0 was beneath contempd;
as Stalin's effort to rewrite Bov-
fet history so that Tretsky's role
either disappears or becomes be-
smirched id bendath contempd.”
Yes, and this s bot' putting it
mildly. It is to be wondered that
not more of the thousands of exiled|
and persccubted Bolshevik-Lelnnista,
isolated from any coptact with
world hlstorle forces, systematical-
ly misinformed sand decelved, mnot
anly as to the activitics of Trotsky,
bui @xlfo about the tremendous
world-shaking events of the last
decade,. bave pob  alse lost thelir
bearlngs, In view of these factors,
Hakovsky's caplinlation s but a
bollow wictory by which no clear
sighted revolutionist will be misled.
Let us now examlne some of Mr.
Fischer's “arguments”. “Trotsky”,
says Mr. Fischer, “. . . balieved the
New Eponomic PoMey wounld bring
back capitalism”. “Where he ever
Eot this information is not indleat-
eod, but you may be sure it did pot
come from Trotsky. Bearch as you
may, ln Trotsky's writlngs yoo will
not be able to find =ach a state-
ment. Following this, Mr. Flscher
contradicts his own statement by
snying that Trotsky was Yone of
the fAral to suggest the New Eco-
nomle FPolley”. Yes, Mr. Flscher,
and you ¢can even go further. Trot-
aky was the first one to suggest 1,
fully & year before its adoption,
“Socialism in Oone Country™
“Trotsky advocated Industrialiga-

Igm, momentarily, idas such tre-

LOUIS

deal fArgl with the Congress of the
1. ®,. I, held in Auvgpst 1903, the
present situation in the L. 8. L., and,
finally, the sitoation in America,
Ounly on this basis Is it posalble to
understand what is taking place in
the American Soclalist Party and
orfentate oneself to that situation=—
that is, in wviewlng the sltpation
here, not as an isolated evemt, but
as the logical sequence to the In-
ternational Congress and the dis-
cussion that took place therein fol-
lowing the German eveots
——ALBERT GLOTZER.

Nazis Exploit
Winter Help

Nozidom seems to be convioeed
that the Duteh aothorities will In
no way interfere with its assamed
tutelage over (Germans lviog
abromd. Another eficient method
«pf converting Germans abroad ioto
docile instrumenta of the Hitler dic-
tatorship 18 the Winter Help and
other alleged charity Institutions
which have been extended to Holl-
and uwmler the protectorate of the
German ambassmler and  other
prominent German offfcinls. Under
the cover of alleged echarity the
German representatives have com-
piled extensive lUsts of Nazis and
MNazl sympathizers.

The German Consalates are also
in possession of the names of all
German residents in Holland who
votid for Hitler on MNovember 12
1933, Those who oppose Hitlerigm
are blockmailed, threatened and
often  expiaed to  dennnelations.
Petitlons and eirculars emanating
from offfcial German sourceés bear
the slpnatures of Jdiplomatic and
consular representatives, of the
presidents of the coordinmted Ger-
man societies In Holland, and, last

but by no means least, of one Witke,
MNazl commiszary for Holland, and

Fischer, “but hée did not sopposa
that secialism eould thus be ob-
taiped”. Quite s0! And In 5o thiok-
ing, he was In full agreement oot
ouly with Lesln wbo concelved of
spclalism ag “the ¢reation of a un-
ited world-wide econcmy, regualated
pecording to a general plan by the
protetariat of all nations , . ", but
alep of ¢very Bolshevik-Internation-
alist prior to the epoch of Stalin-
ism,

I would seriously recommend to
alr. Fischer, and to the American
Stalivists whose Listory begins with
the year 1024, that they devoite a
little time to the study of the AJBC,
of Communiss from Bukbarin's and
I'recbrozhensky’s text-book which
wig formerly the official handbook
of the Workers Scbool. “The Com-
munist revolutlon™, says the book,
“ean be vietorigus only as a world
revolution, . .. Bloee 1924, how-
ever, Lhe history of the party has
been turned into a palimpsest.

In a book edited and with an in-
trodoction by Lenin, Stepanov-
shvortzov wrote: “The proletariat
of Russia never thought of ¢reating
an Iselated scelalist state, A self-
sulficient ‘socialist’ State s g petty-
bourgeclis ideal. A certain approach
to this 13 thiakable with an econo-
mic and political proponderance of
the petty-bourgeoisie; in isolation
from the putside world it secks a
means of consolidating its economic
forms, which are converted by the
new techoigoe and the new economy
inte voery unstable forms".”

Trotshy’s Fosltion

What are Trotsky's views on this
question

“Socialism", says T, “is the or-
genizailon of a planned and hars
mions soeinl production for the
satisfaction of human wants. Col-
lective ownership of the owans of
production is not yet soelalism,
but only its legal premise. ‘The
problem of & socialist sociely can-
not be abstracted from the prob-
lem of the productive forces,
which at the present state of hu-
man development are world-wide
in thelr very essence. The separate
state, having become too narrow
for capitalism, is 50 muoch the less
capable of becoming the arens of
& finished sccialist sochety, The
backwardness of a revoluthonary
eouniry, mopeover, inereases for
If the denger of being thrown
back to capitallsm. In rejecting
the perspective of an isolated so-
cialist development, the Bolshe-
viks had in view, not a mechan-
leally isolated problem of inder-
vention, but the whole complex of
guestiong bound up with the in-
ternational seonmle basis of so-
world-wide division of labor, the
task of socialism is to carry the
international exchange of goods
and services to its highest devel-
Opament”.

I bave asttempted here to glve the
party view on the question of build-
ing soclallam In one codntry from
the mounths of the officlal spokes-
man of the Comintero—up to the
Btalinist epoch. Simllar views by
Zinoviev, Kamenev, Radek, etc., are
all Ineluded In the history of the
party—up to 1924. It will only be
niecessary for me to ¢lose this phase

tiom on & vast sacle”, continues

of the discussion with & guotation

The development of fasclam has
todday Bcome a central question of
world politics.  View from &
world standpoint the ebb and flow
of fasclsm bhas varied Inversely
with the ebb a&nd How of the world
revolotlon. The appearance of
Italian fasclsm on the bhiatoric hor-
fzon has not only marked the en-
tragee of & period of political re-
action but bas given defnite char-
acteristics to the whole epoch. The
victory of German fascism hoas
strengthened and accelernted the
tempo of fasclzation throughout the
capitalist world.

While fascism as a form of cap
italist rule cxists ouly in some of
the BEuropean ¢ouniries; fasclsm as
a movement Is making headway
everywhere and particularly in
those counteles that have long been
considered as models of caplitallst
democeacy, France and England,
Spain which but yesterday freed
herself from monarchy and military
dictatorship ls pow the escene of
a thriving fasclat movement.

It I8 mot much different [ the
United States. Here, not only ace
the transplanted fasclst movements
among the Germans and Itallans
growing but an indigenous warlety
a3 well, The Bllver Shirts Leglon
is the outstanding organlzation and
aceording to all roports is growlng
and expanding rapidly. Ita pro-
gram and agitation mimie those of
the Nazis in many detgdils,

T T A i W i ———

one Manohardt the leader of the
Amsterdam local of the German
Nazl Party. Theso facts prove
that all German denlals of MNazi

propaganda abroad are deliberately
misleading.

FISHER SLAYS “TROTSKYISM’

from Etalin's Problems of Leninism
(unexpurguted) ;
Yhat Stalin Onee Wrote

“To overihrow the power of the
bourgeoisie and establish the
power of the proletoriat in ooe
couniry, does not mean to guaran-
tea the complele vietory of soelal-
fsm. The chief task of socialism,
the organization of socialist pro-
duetion—Ilies still abead. (Can
this task be accomplished? Is it
possible to atiain the final victory
of sociallam in ome country, with-
out the combined efforts of the
prolefarians of severdal advanced
oountries? No, it is not. The
efforts of one ecountry are enough
for the overthrow of the bourgeoi-
gle—this is what the history of
our revolution tells us. For the
Bnal vietory of socialism, for the
organization of soclallst produe-
tion, the efforts of one country, es-
pecially a pensant country like
Russia, are not enough—for this
we must have the eifforts of the
proletarians of several advanced
couniries, . . » Such in general are
the cheracteristic features of the
Lenivist thweory of the proletarian

revolotlon™,

 ® ® @

Indusirlaliution

We will come bacg to this point
shortly. For the moment et us
proceed to Mr. Fischer's next polot,
Accepiing wholeheartedly the can-
ards of the Htalin s.hool he goes
o o say that “. . . collectivization
never progent itself to him (Trot-
sky) az a mojor solation (7)™

Ooe might suppese ithat after
making a eategorleal statement
like this be would at least mention
when or Where thls was troe, Buot
ng, the readers of the Nalion are
feft high and dry, for there ls no

pecompanylng explavation. What
are Trotsky's views on this gues-
thon'?

“The prolétariat”, writes T,
“cannot creaté & pew  sociely
without bringing the peasaniry to
socialism  through a serles of
transitionnl stages, the peasantry
being & considerable—in & nom-
bar of couniries a predominant—
part of the population, and a
kmown majority on the earth ag
& whole, (Does this sound Lilee
underestimating the peasaniry?)
The solution of this most diffleult
of all problems depends in the last
analysis wupon the gquantitative
and qualitative correlations be-

tween industry and agrienliurs.
The peasaniry will the more vol-
untarily and suceessfully take the
road of collectivization, the more
ponerously the town is able Eo
fertilize their economy and their
culture™,
Who Hilled the Comintern?

Mr. Flacher convenicntly Jimits
hisz resmarks to the Soviet Tnlom.
It ia indeed wery disguieting to
think of the avents which have led
to the catastrophic defeats of the
worklng class throughont the waorld,
An Mr. Flzcher puta it:

“Europe never looked =0 dark
and beyond hope as at the present
fimws, Yel Communism males no

teadway., The Comintern is =
dismal failure.™
Has Mr. Filacher glven some

thought and stody to the problem
Why hasn't he devoted a little space
to the positlon of the “Trotskyists™

on these world-shaking eventa? It
is a paioful plece of work explain-
ing why Europe looks ““so dark and
beyond bope”. Mr. Fischer koows
full well that the responsibility for
this state of afairs rests largely on
the nationalistic poliey of the Stal-
inist bureaucrsey. That is why the
"Cominlern Is a dismal failare".

The position of the Inlernational
Communist League (Left Opposi-
tlon} huas been strikingly confirmed
in the most eritical events of the
past decade, Avnd po Stalinist apol-
oglst can white-wash the treacher-
ous nationalistic role of the Com-
intern to make it appear as revolu-
tlonary Interpationalism. ry
haz gtripped the Stalinist Interno-
tional of its last claim to the con-
fidence of the workiog class, It
stands exposed today as a brake ob
the revolutionary movement,

“Trofsky's World Eevolution"

In Seplember, 1932, Mr, Fischer
wrote an artlele In Current History
on “Trotsky's World Revolution".
Thers he endeavored G0 compans
Trolsky's views on the world asituo-
ation with those of Stalin, Here i8
whal be says:

“In German Trofsky urges a
bioe beiween Commionists and
Socinl Democrats to fight fesclsm.
Moseow declarss, however, that
this is menshevism (sie!), an old
Trotskylst malady (1), and that
sinee the Social Democrats had
supported the former Bruening
Government, alliance with them
would belster up the German
bourgeoisie™,

Thizs however did not prevent tho
Comiptern  from supporting the
pleblacite o 1931 in which the Ger-
man Communists voted with the
Hitlerites, That united front was
all right.

“Tritsky's most poisonous
shafls ard aimed against Stalin
for his role in the Chinese revolu-
tion of 1824-1927 and in the pres-
ent Geérman erisis, Trotsky main-
tains that Stalin’s policy in China
wias nof an accident and not a
mere mdstake, but an inevitable
result of his rejection of the doc-
trine of Permanent RKevolution.
The acceptance of that theory,
Trotsky insists, would bave pre-
venled Stalin from supposing that
A suceessflul socialist revolulion
could have lssued from a uolon
between the petiy-bourgeols Hou-
mintang apd the workers and
peasants, in which the Koumin-
tang was the dominating influenes,
Trotsky above all, eriticizes the
Comintern for restralning ithe
German Communist party from
decisive revolutionary action”

Fropagands of the Hirslings

I bave guoted Mr, Fischer at
length so that there will not be any
question of misstatement and mis-
intérpretation, And sloce bhe so
well bears out the clalms of the
Bolshevik-Leniniats ag to the revls-
lonist policies of the Comintern, I
will, at the risk of belng tedlous,
conclude with & few cholee excerpls
from his article In Cowrrent History.
There 18 no better way to refute the
{naldious netlonalistle propaganda
of the Htalinist hirelings than with
the words from thelr own mouths.

“Sinee 1927 Stalin has defended
the thesls of caplialist-Communist

Fascism

It has Bpeen beld by Marzlan
theoreticlans, sioce {fascism ap-
peared ss a4 political phenomenon,
that its growth parallels the growth
of the revolutionary movement and
that its trlomph comes about only
becanse the proletariat is suficient-
ly strong to threaten the further
exlstence of capltallam. The truth
of this formulp is unassallable if
wi view it from o world stend-
paint. However, whalever atten-
tion has been centéred on this ques-
tlon bas been approached from the
application of the formula to the
particular country under conaldera-
tion. This approach bhas been un-
doubledly due to the unevenness of
capltalizt development,

From such regulative prineiple,
however, the conglusion s one Chat
cmphasizes fasclsm as a natiomal
protilem without s Intefnational
correlation. ‘This leads to izolated,
nitionnl appraisals of fasclst phe-
nomena and undermines the possi-

bitity for efeetive struggle against
therm.

It has now beeome necessary to
clarify apd bring up-to-date our
theoretical evaloation of fasclsm in
the light of the experfences of the
lnst decade and the present sltupa-
tiomn,

If fascism §8, as we have com-
cluded, & wuniversal manlfestation,
ity mpperranes and  existence  in
eqel counley is a variation of this
larger concept. It advances or re-
carles, therefore, becouse of certain
motivating, Interncting factors af-
fecting world capitallam which can
e remdily wnalyssl,

Democracy and the institotions
created by it are in a state of gen

" AGAIN

eral collapse because of the work-
=

ment officially proposed a resolo-
tion al the International Eeomom-
ic Confersnoe in Gepeva in May,
1927, which enunciated the idea
that the two opposing forms of
society ocopuld live together Im
peacs and cooperadlon. On all
recent occaslons Soviel spokesmen
have eophasized the same propo-
sition"s

That this ks oot just “front” for
the penefift of the caplitalists bot an
integral part of the new philosophy
of the Hoviet bureauwcracy ls indi-
cated In a speech made by Litvinod,
before the Central Executive Com-
mitter of the Soviet Union (not a
chamber of Commerce) :

S, . . my eonversations with
Prosident Roosevell convineed ws
hath of the absolute possibility of
the closest relations gnd eoopera-
tiom for peace by our fwo eoun-
tries., One cannot but admire
Presldent Roosevelt's perspicacity
In realizing not only ths useless-
ness of continued struggle with us
im the name of capitalism but the
value of relations with us not only
for the sake of America’s national
interests hut for the ecause of
peact”™,

It 15 only becanse Lénin 1 pinoed
under 5 maoseledm and ‘Trotsky
exiled that they dare mouth such
viclous, reactionary views. And to
think that these statoments are
bropdeast throughout the world to
delude the workers into believing
that the capitalist nations are real-
Iy interested in peaca |

Close-up of Stalindsm

Mr. Fischer continues:

At the end of ithe second Five-
Year Flan in 1937, sccording to
sanguine Bolshevist (7) claims
socialism will have heen establish-
ed in Russia (1), despite the per-
sistanes of capitalism everywhers
dlge, The Russinn Commuonists
therefore, are devoling themselves
to the tasks at home. They are
more introverted tham ever be-
forea Foreign polities interests
them largely as a means of nen-
tralizing outside hosiility and of
obiaining eredits. Anyihing that
may interfere seriously with dom-
astic  improvemwnt fs  avolded.
The Bolsheviki would say that
capitalists will do more than
the communists to vodermine eap-
italisan, Today, despite the uni-
versal depression, they view the
world scene scberly (!) and,
while discerning a gradual shiff
to the leff, are skeptical about &
red wprising, even In Germany,
not to speak of ofbér countries.
. « « But how would the Commun-
ists in the Soviet Union behave i
revolution were imminent in some
important souniry? What if Ger-
many or France or Japan wers on
the very threshold of a national
gocidl upheaval? Tha historical

Worid Revolution or Wo:[d_

ings of the inner contradictlons of
capitalism. ‘The resulting chaoa
compels sections of the most deter-
mined and militant omong the cap-
itallsts to seek out a mass base to
support the struggle for the estab-
lishment of o more adegquete form
of clags role, I the working class
in any given country. Is not suffi-
clently strong, politically and or-
panizationally, to overpower these
forees of reactlon—an faselst dicta-
torship will follow, Fascism may
then come fn o partleular country,
though the working elass does not
sorlously threnten to eatabllish its
awn clisa role at the moment. In
this latter instance fasclsm acks as
& “preventive” for the revolution.

The question of reorganizatlon of
industry according to plan has
formed an Important seetion of tho
fascist programs. ‘The promise of
eceongmic reconstroction afiter the
assumption of power has been very
ulluring to the mosses,

The characteristic form of ecomo
mic organization iotroduweed by
fasclsm is, as we have seen, the co-
operative state. This ls the logical
outcome of all tendencies of capl-
talist state power to ioterfere o
the sconomle life of the coontry.
It is the classic alm of fasclsm to
evolve a state rule representing the
fuslon of politics and economics
noder one unified admiokstration.
To achieve this the class-struoggle
hias to bé abolished and a prolonged
peaceful  development take place.
As this stands in violent eontradle-
tlon fo the general laws of capltal-
lst development in the epoch of im-
perialism and the natlopalistic as-
pirations of fasclam, the floal ac-
complishment is easlly predictable,

Of immediste concern to us, how-
ever, la the question of whether a
program of state capitalism porsued
in & democratic country facllitates
the adveot of faselasm. Ouor thesis,
az we shall see, holds thiz to be
the case.

Let us conslder recent develop
ments In our country. The Roose-
velt regime as soon as it took over
the helm  introduced the “MNew
Deal”.  The MNational Indostrial
Kecovery Act, the main part of this
“New Deal™, was passed only as a
lemMporary, emergency measare. To-
day, neither friend nor foe questions
the permanency of the NRA set-ups.
The government not only organizes
and strepgtbens associations of the
varipus branches of Industry, but
participates itzelf to0 an ever in-
ereasing extent in the management
and regulation of indostry. The
codes granted possess aweeplng po-
lpe powers.

The Reconstrgction Finanee Cor-
porntion, an agency of the govern-
ment, which was set up even be-
fore the “New Desl”, has been
granted aygtbority to loan directly
to indostry. MNo less slgnificant Is
the svstematic buying up of shares,
by thiz institution, of the natlon's
largeat banks:; ontil now It owns
26 of the banking stock of the
couniry.

In so far as labor 13 concerned,
povernment polley s stelking ot
new paths, Whereas in the past
the traditional policy of the govern-
ment, if indeed there was one, fav-
orid  labor organizationa of the
craft or horlzontal type—now the
tendency I8 to favor organlzations
ihat will encompass whole indos-
irles and meapofacturing enterprises.
Here the Nationgl and Regional
Labor Boards play supervisory and
executlve roles that are bound to
assume greater authority as tlme
EOdEE on.

The government's support of the
A. F. of L. In preference to company
unkons [ not due to its desire to
promate independent labor action,
On the contrary, it is dos to a de-
sire to take labor out of control of
ihe thoosands of business and in-
dustrial enterprises and centrallme
this control within the A, F. of L.
in order to eurb strikes and eventn-
ally more serfous class actlon on
the part of the workers.

And so, wlthout a fascist govern-
ment In the United States and with-
in the framework of the democratic
apparatas, state capitalism and the
[eatures of a cooperative state are
making thelr appearance. That
the taking of power by fascism is
maile eazler by such development,
there is no doubt.

When democracy finally breaks
down, foselsm will be the only road
for the capitalsts, no matter what
thelr present democratic asseverm-
tiong may be. When such time
comes, will the workers, be prepared
te make a bid for power? And yet,
the only woay to stop fasclsm fs the
united action of the proletariat

précident s Germany In 1923,
The Relch had heen impoverished
by Inflation. Bread riods had oe-
curred in numerous cities. The
German Communists were plan-
ning tn uprising. With one hand
the Combndern helped them. But
Stalin said: ‘In my opinion we
must restraln the Germans and
not encourage them’."”

Is it any wonder then that Hitler-
fsm and oot Communlsm trinmphad

oo-existence. The Soviet Govers- |

in Germany ¥

lendng immediately to the proletar-
lan revolution.

It will be one of the first tasks
of the new intermational revolution-
ary lepdershlp to organize the de-
clzive fight against the encroach-
ment of world faselsm, At the ount-
set it will bave to distlnguish Its
Muarxian methods from those of the
hysterical Stalinists Only the
slogan of World Revolotion can re-
arm the workers with the Decesaary
weapon to stay the advance of fas-
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cism. —JOSEFH B. GIGANTL



