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REVIEWING
THE NEWS

“Democratic” Traditions

sgecretary of State Hull assures
publishers New Deal will conform
to traditlons of Democracy”—head-
line in N. Y. Times, Copsidering
that the first year of the “New
Imal" has seen strikers killed,
elubled and jailed, company unions
crganized on every side, Degrocs
Iynehed, protits increased and more
billlons spent oo War preparations
anil more reaciionary measures oS-
tablisbed with more demagogic
claptrap and eyewash peddled than
in any reccnt year of the S0l
Deal”, it would appear to us that
the wealthy publishers scarcely
needed thié assurance,

Capitalist “Democracy™ which
hanged the leaders of the eight-

The class struggle of the Ameri-
can  workers has been known
thronghout the world for its mill-
tapey and iz sudden faté-ubs
Likewlse, among the workers of
the advanced caplitallst countries,
the Amerleag Workers hawve been
known as the most politically back-
ward. The expression of thelr po-
litleal backwardness was not con-
fined to the spheres of ldeclogy and
theory. It was expressed most
glaringly in the sphere of OFgan-
lzation.

The highest developed capitalist
natlon with the lowest percenlage
of organized workers in the ele-
mentary trade union form of orgao-
fzation, and with & Soclallst and
later & Htalinist party that weré
oo moreé than caricatures of thelr

hour strike ln 1886, electrocuted
Beceo apd Vanzetti and has  kept
Mooney and Billings in jail for 18
years is in “safe” hands. Its tra-
ditlons are being conformed to and

with & yengeance.
L] L] L] "

“Tricks of the Press”

The World Telegram, April 27,
prints the {ollowing cable from
Paris:

“All forelgners who participate
in May Day demonstrations Tues-
day will be expelled from the
country at ouce, Minister of lo-
terior Albert Sarraut anoounced
today as he awaited news of Leon
Trotsky’s passage over the froo-
tier to & pew home.

“Thi: government is particalar-
Iy anxtous to get Trotsky out De-
fore Tuesday, because Socialists
and Communists, after years of
epmity, bave made C<OmMmon
cauge.”

The staff of the Dally Worker,
April 28, rewrltes the cable as fol-
lows:

“All nop-cltizens who partiel-
pate in the May Day demonstra-
tions Tuesday will be expelled
from France immediately. Min-
ister of Interlor Albert Sarraut
declared today.

“Thi pow restrictions are sedn
as expressions of the French
Losses' deadly fear of the grow-
ing unity of Communist and So0-
clalist workers."

0of course all refernce to Trotsky

was omitted. The coupling of the
deportation of Trotsky with the
United Froot between the Socialist
Party and the Communlst Poarty
in France doesa't fit in with the
iden of “the advance agent of the
bourgeols”. And then, of conrse,
they had to make it the “unity of
Communist and Soclalist workers”
to conform to the “united frout
from baelow™.

If the May Day edition had ten
times 24 pages and if every buro-
crat in the Stalintern wrote it, still
it would not be able to explain
away the Stalinist united front with
reaction In the houpoding of Leon
Trotsky.

- W L]

Bert Wolle

Angwering a guestiom om Trot-
sky'a “theatrical personality”, Bert
Wolfe says, “Trotaky has personal
attributes that are ool altogether
desirable in a leader”. (Workers'
m]!

Trotsky was the bead of the Arat
Boviet established in Bt Petersborg
in 1905, He orgonized the October
insurrection in 1817. He organ-
fzed the Red Army and led it uotil
every bourgeols army apd every
White Guard bandit was run out of
Boviet Hussla. Waolfe may consider
that In thizs Trolsky showed per-
ponal tralts “npot altogether desir-
able in & leader”. Of course, he
might have gone to Mexico during
the stirring days. Sober profes-
gorlal ®tudy would no doubt have
appeared  “less  theatrical” and
wonld also have been much safer.
It would appear that the Freoch
government agrees with Wolfe that
Trotsky has “persongl attributes"
that “are not altogetber desirable”.

—HBILL.

Shachtman Meeting atK.C.

Hansas City—Az a result of
Comrade Shachiman’s visit impetas
wag given to the work of the
Leagne in Kansas Clty, Mo,

On Sunday, Aprill 22, Comrade
Bhachtman gave a talk on the need
for & new revoluotionary party Io
America.

On April 23 Comrade Bhechtman
gave an informal talk to about 30
gympathizers and members of the
“Left Opposition™, during which he
discussed the world-wide driff to-
ward the idea of a Fourth Inter-
national and apswered many gqnes-
tions concerning the tasks of bulld-
ing 4 new party both here and
abroad.

The EKansas Oity Comrades are
well pleased with the results of
Comrade Shachiman's meetings. In
addition, to substantial collections
at hoth mectings, several new
friends were won for the Left Op-
position and 4 young and decldedly
capable aympathizers were added
officislly to the ranks of the Ean-
sas City branch of the League.

—F. 8.

European sections, clearly revealed
thizs backward organization stabe
of affairs. Beneath these outstand-
ing orgapizationsl shonteomlogs
there was concealed @ more funda-
mental one that §s now ln the fArst
stage of change—as a refection of
the Tundamental economic and class
pelation changes taklng place o
the United States.

Kemoulding Workers® Organizations

The old organization Iorms used
by the American workers for ele-
mentary Indpstrial stroggles up to
the highest political struggles bhave
pxlsted a0 long that every one takes
ithem as & matter of course. Now
that the basis of the old forms la
in the fux it is vital that the class
consclous  element belp remoeuld
these organizaticn forms Ioto a
higher type for cur class struggles.

Tha old forma primarlly revelve
around the craft structure for the
trade unlons, language and territor-
ial structures aod local and nation-
al central bodies. Conferences and
permanent bodies, that were formed
on a cliy-wide or patiopal issue,
merely koltted togetber the exist-
lug forms, which meant merely
heaping together a guantity of the
same backward forms.

A class that is politically back-
ward, with a low class ldeclogleal
level, can tolerate =ucn antlguated
formsz, But a rapldly developing
¢lags in motlon, such as we fiad in
Americy today, already shows slgns
of a struggle to grasp Dew and
higher organization f[orms.

The higher forms we muost work
toward revolve aronnd the shop
meeling and the shop commitiecs as
the basle units of the indostrial
union. This form has been Propa-
gandized for years, Now it s
within reach of fulfillment,

The shop commities and induos-
rinl union call for a new central-
izing and co-ordinating stroctore if
we are to be effective in combating
the centiralization, the coneentra-
tion and cartels developing through
the aid of the NREA. If the shop

Cleveland Convention of the C. P.

{Continoed from Last Issge)

We recall Marx speaking o the
Eighteenth Bromaire of eclreoom-
stances aod relationships that “en-
abled w grotesque mediccrity to
strut about in & hero's garb™. And
truly, at times of back-wash of tha
mighty waves of history, the second
or third-raters often occupy the
most exalted positions. But ooly
nutil the rise of the new wave again
sweeps them out.

Browder has apparently earoed
the spurs bestowed upon bim from
above. He became ooe of the early
and wvery ardent exponents of the
fallacies of SBtalinism in this coun-
try. Im 1928, at the time of the
formation of the C.P.L.A., bhe pom-
pously Informed all those willlog

to lgten that: “We will no longer
waste pur encrgles and time in dis-
astrous attempts to work with
these fake progressives”. He en-
tirely fgnored the fact that It was
the work with the progressives,
poth the mild and the more ad-
vanced types, which bad made It
possible for Communists o connect
themselves up with large masses of
workers.

New “Federaliom of Labor™

But Browder thought it quite use-
legs (o monkey around with the
conservatlve mass tvade anlons and
he became the particuler exponent,
also in 1928, of bullding red trade
uniens all along the lne, together
with & new nabtional frade uonilon
center, the T.U.ULL. Today he
sponsors A& Dew idea of enlarging
the T.UILIL. to &lso. embrace the
Independent trade unlons and cob-
gtitate o singla Independent Trade
Unisn Federation. Buot this is the
apma old red trade onlon policy in
an enlarged format. And the main
trouble with that s that only paper

unlons came out of the disastrous|between an advapced industrial de-

aplit policy which isolated the mill-
tants from the mass movement.
Thisa new wverslon cannot fare any
boetter, particularly when it execn-
tion I8 in the hands of an ever
more bureaucratic Stalindst leader-
ship.

It Is in these wrong poaitiona
that Browder has shown his moat
“magnificent, brilliant and remark-
able, ete.” qualities. Perhaps that

was the particular quality the writ-

Old and New Organization

Forms

small ivdustries spd o wholesale
distributing centers for farm preas.
Such lecalities glve birth to a clus-
ter of retall establishments which
when combined with ihe other fac-
tors, make up a tremendons petty
bourgesis section which dominates
or wields tremendous Infuence in
ghaping, the immediate course of
the class relations.

On the other hand, the basle in-
dustries of the conntry are so lo-
cated and concentrated that they
leri] themsaelves readily to the lo-
dustrial form and to the shop del-
egate bodles. SBach industries as
gteel, coal, awto, textile, ete. add
welght to the new form of organiza-
tiom.

committee and industrial unlon wse
the old vehicle, which succesafully
co-oridinated the old craft, lunguage
and tereltorial stroctares, the ef-
fectiveness of the new weaponsg are
reduced tenfold.

Shop Delegate Bodies

Craft aod territorial forms called
for centralizatiom through confers
ences and permanent bodies by
heaping together ag many of (hese
organizations as possible.  Shop
units aod the industrial form of
organizetion call for centralization
through shop delegate bodies and
committess, If the object in to
solve working class problems in one
industry the centralization of {hese
shop units takes on the form of
the industrial ooion as its bighest
expression, If the object is to solve
some broader problems on g local
or nationnl scale the ghop units arae
brought together in a ceotralizing
structure by delegates from all of
the shops in the clty, region, o
patlon. The councils of delegates
in a city elect delegates to the next
higher body, and so oo gp to the
pational conference.

A traosition stage from the old
organleation forms to the new is
now beglooing. This calls for spe-
clal attentlion and guidaoce ow the
part of the class conscious workers.
The tropsition will result in a
struggle between the old and the
pew forms, Both forms will be
used Lot it should be oar deliberate
polley to replace the old with the
new as rapidly as possible until the
new forms dominate aod oversha-
dow the old ones.

New Forms fo the Fore

The ¢risls has brought the Dew
forms to the fore. Io the past this
form oply eropped up lo the propa-
ganda of the sdvanced workers. It
made its way in life only when the
heat of the class struggle reached
& stage where the old broke down
and the workers picked up the Dew
forms. Hot in this whole peried
the old forms dominated the situa-
tiom,

The vew organizational forms are
wow  poshing forward, Already
hybrld and dlstorted forms of the
new organlzations can be  pobed.
The Fedeéral Union is an attempt to
“apswer the demand” by sidestep-
ping the issuwe. The employers, in
turn, go the labor fakers one bet-
ter and answer the demand for
Federal Unlons o the Auto Indus-
tey by establishing “Works Coun-
cils™ {employes representation com-
pany unfons). However, shop del=
egate meetings based wapon shop
meetings and industrial unions are
becoming more than talk aod pro-
paganda among the American work-
ETH,

It ls very difficglt to organize
ghop delegaté bodles In the cltiea
dominated by the diversified and

Utllize Federal Unions

The struggle within the Federal
nniong must be utilized by those
who support the industrial waniom
and shop committess as embryo or-
ganizations for Indostrial unions,

The key to the chapge doss not
rest with the shop unit and indus-
trial unions, although they consti-
tute the foundation, The key to
the change iz in the Unite{ Froot
of all existing workers’ orguniza-
tions, By this forge confeéerences
and orgunlzations of SHOP DELE-
GATE BODIESR can be established,
with ample provisieons fof the rep-
resentation of workers' political
orgenlzations, the ooorganized
shops, the organized ynemployed
workers, und with fraternal dele
gates from the other workers' or-
ganizations, with no discrimination
against race, natiopality, religious
or political opinion. These bhodies
to constitote the new organizational
forms of the workers onited front
for their demamds.

At the start such shop delegate
bodles will only be able to take rool
in certnin sections, cites aod re-
glons, But later they will be able
to apread nationally as the heat of
the class struggles remoulds the
pew  amd  higher organizational
forms for the workers struggles.

The shop delegate bodies shall be
democratle bodies representing all
ghops in the glven area, regardless
of what uniom the workers are af-
Aliated to. The unorganized shops
ghall also send representatives and
place on the frst order of business
the organization of the shops into
units of the Industrlal union of the
conntry.

The Answer to the NEA

This organizational  structure
should be the workers' answer to
the MRA, This should be the an-
awer to Green's clasa collaboration
MNItA plan, These shop delegate
bodiea shall fulfill the needs of the
class and safeguard aod extend its
demecratic rights. Such a strue-
ture must be separate and apart
from the NRA or any other class
collaboration machinery.

The completion of the transform-
ation from the old to the new forms
canngt be carried through artif-
cially by the radicals. However,
proper propagandas and agitation to
popularize the new forms, with thelr
st wherever possible, taking into
econaideration, at the same time, the
faet that the forces of the class
struggle are working In our fawvor,
pan enable these formg to develop
quite rapidly.

There i no short-cut to working
class results. Some argoe that
this process is too slow, that work
in the NEA will be faster. Yes,
faster in strait-jacketting the work-
ing class, Insile the NRA appart-
atus the workers are harnessed into
class collaboration. The NIRRA ap-
paratus can he entered by the work-
ers a8 visitors, with the ooder
standing that only the orguoized
might of the workers outside of
the NRA can win the workers de-
mandz, Pressure upon lhe NRA
apd its “unse™ upon this basis will
obtain resalts and also enable us
to expose it as a capltalist struc-
ture against the working closs,

—RAUGE CEHLER.

UNDER THE
NRA

To increase the profits of the ¢x-
ploiters. To decrease the real wag-
¢z of the workera.

ers of the New Massts were looking
for when bestowlng thelr pralse in
an even more Intellectuallzes way
than the huombler Dally Worker re-
porters. They prodicted thal Am-
erica will also produce itz Staling
and its Molotovs.

With the onormous bureauncratl-
zation of the Staliniat apparatus
riging pyramidically to its pionacle
of the General Becretary, which s
what the official party cooveotion
hullabalos signifes, there is a rush
o get on the band wagoo. For all
the lesser bureawcrats it Is oot at
all comfortable to contemplate an
postable and too often changing
reglme. Then there ls also the con-
gtant ear of becoming scape-goats.
Hepes the Stachels and the Ambers
ping their praise in uomeasared
terms of the infallibility of the
leadership of the general secretary.

Fluctoations of Membership
A more real picture of the official
Party Is afforded in certain fgures
presented by the general secretary.
He reported that from 18530 until
February 1834, the Party bad re-
erpited 40,050 nDew members, But
he admitted that two of every three
bad not been retaioed by the Party,
claiming for it now a membership
of 25,000, We, of course, under-
gtand the degres of rellability which
can be placed In filgures Issped by
the Stalinists. But even taking
these figures at face value there is
something ominous in this enorm-
ous fluctuation, By Do means all
of those who left are the poorest of
revolutionlsta. Many of them re-
volted against the bureaucratization
of the party and its false policles
and tactics,

The Stalinist Party bas today be-
come the crowning belght of the
contradiction in the United States

A monopoly over prices, throogh
price fixing, 1a provided for in the
eodes s while the 1009 unlonization
of the shops is called a monopoly
of labor and is fought as a closed
shop.

The average minimum hours ad-
opted pnder the codes are far above
the workers' demands and Inter-
esla.

The average minlmum Wage
adopted umder the codes are far
below = living standard.

The exploiters have organized
themselves inte natlonal assotin-
tlons and thelr slaves into company
unlons, while the organization of
anlons and big labor stroggles have
been prevented through the mach-
inery of the NRA and the Ilabor
fakera.

velopment and a backward political
deology of the masses. It reflects
all the vices of International Stal-
fnism, It I8 unable even to attain
the virtues of a mass movemant.
The American Stalinlst party hias
become & serlous force of dlsorien- —
tation aod disorganization. It can-| The expleiters are willlng to give
oot lead in the revolotlonary tasks. {¢rumbs to the workers as thelr re-
For that & pew Communlet Party|ward for not objecting to the cap-
is required. talists taking the llon's share ander

—ARNE SWABECEK. |[the NRA.

EIMTOR'S NOTE_The ol
lowing apswer to the crosade
agninst Communism conducted by
James Oneal In the New Leader
was wrltten by o member of a
group which recently left the So-
ciallst Party in Waukegan, Wis.,
and joimed the Communist
League.

Recent dizsentions in the Social-
gt Party ranks due to the failuore
of the Soclal Democracy in Ger-
many and Ausirin, and especially
gentiment for a Fonrth Internation-
al, are causing the Soclalist Party
leaders great alarm. Mr. Oneal, in
the columns of the New Leader has
begun # war agaiost such “Com-
munist sicknesa™,

AMlr. Oneal tells us that he, for
one, cannot criticise the Soclal De-
mocracy for, he says, “With my
clasm fecing life and death—]1 can-
not, in the comparative case and
security we have on this side of
the Atlantic, play the role of a
scolding  fish-wife”., And as for
those rude persons who are 50 UR-
ethical as to criticlse, well, they
are just gullty of a “frec-will type
of reasoning” which assumes “that
in nations where the working closs
lost ground or had been defeated,
the workers could have won but did
not will to win",

What eritics are there who as-
sume that the working class did
not want to win? Oneal knows
very well that no one questlons the
desire of the workers to win, It
Iz only the correctness of thelr
program and the wisdom of thelr
lepdlers which iz doobted.

And what sort of a philosophy
[z this which asks us not Lo analyse
eritically? Surely it is not Marx-
fam. DBut we are mistaken, for
Oneal admits that he iz o Marzist.
And for the beoefit of those who
doubt this, and for those who, hav-
ing read a little of Marx, might
doubt that the SHocial Lemocracy
followsd a revolutionary couwrse,
Oneal explains that “Marxism is a
growing body of thought which has
expanded and has been modifed
sinee Marx amd Engel's death”,
Evidently Marxism 3 now growing
imto manhood with the ald of Dopeal.
We must admit that under his
guidance it iz growing to such an
extent thot wé can ne longer recog-
nize its relation to the original
Not belng content with a modest
effort, Oneal decides that while he
iz about it he may as well exphes
the great fakir, Lenin. It i in-
tercating to see just how he ac-
complisbes this. In the March 3rd
fssue of the New Leader he says,
*The year of the *united front’ pol-
loy was also the year of Lenin's
pamphlet instructing the conseripts
of the Comintern to lie, iotrigue
anid slander all who stood Im their
way", MNow we might suppose that
guch & serious statement a8 this
would be accompanied by the pame
of the work to which the wrlier
waa referring, but none iz glven in
this article.

However, there must have been
gsome Inguirles for this information
gipee o the very next izssoe of the
New Leador Omneal says, “Lat us
take & text from Lenin's pamphiet
SHOULD COMMUKISTS PARTIC-
TPATH IN REACTIONARY TRADE
UNIONS. Lenin advised the boys
‘to practice (rickery, to employ
cunning, and to resort to  illegal
methods__to Eometimes even over-
ook or comceanl the truth'™. 3o
now we have n definlte gquotation
from Lenion—und it 15 not strictly
the same as Oneal's statement b
the preceding issuwe of the New
Leader. MNothing appears here
about slandering, and no reference
ig made to “all who stood in the
way”. Also, it is unfortunate that
{Oneal is so brief in his gootation,
Posslbly we might be still further
enlightened If we could sccure and
read & little of what precedes anod
follows thiaz short phrase,

In our examioation, we find an-
other irregularity. This pamphlet
SHOULD COMMUNISTS PARTIC-
IPATE IN REACTIONARY TRADH
UNIONS iz out of print, but it hap-
pens to be obly a section of a larg-
gr work LEFT WING COMMUN-
I8M which iz in print. Oneal does
not disclose thizs. Can It be that
he bopes we shall ool seoure any
further information about the mat-
ter? Anywiy, although the trans-
latlon seems to be somewhat Jif-
ferent, hete s the same guotation
with a few preceding sentences, as
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Oneal on the Communist
Sickness

it appears In Lenin's LEFT WING
COMMUNIEM :

“In order to be able to help the
‘masses’ and to win thelr sympa-
thy, confidence pod support it is
neeessary to brave all difficulties,
attacks, insulis, cavils and perse-
cutlona by the leaders (who, being
opportunists and social-chauvinists,
are, In moss cased, directly or in-
dircetly connected with the bour-
geaisie and the pollee), and to work
by cvery possible means wherever
the masscs are to be found, . . .
Undoubtedly the leaders of oppor-
tunism will bave recourse to all
the tricks of bourgeeis diplomacy,
will appeal to the help of bourgeols
governments, to  prlests, pollee,
cgurts, In order to prevenot Com-
munism from entéring the trade
nolons, by all ampd every meang o
put them out, to make thelr work
Inside these organizations as uno-
pleasant a8 possible, to  Iosult,
houtd and persecote them. It is
necessary to be able to withstand
all this, to go the whole length of
any sacrifice, if pesd be;, to resort
to strategy and adroltness, 1llegal
proceedings, retlcence and sabber-
fuge, to anything Ino order to pene
trote into the trade onions, remain
in them, and carry on Communist
work ioside them, at any cost™.

Bo now i3 it not clear why Oneal
wis &0 brlef? Could he have found
fauit with this guotation if be had
given it more fully? He could oot
have done so withoul discloalng his
own opakédness, If he wants us Lo
be honest to Green & Company and
all the rest of the reactionarics apd
opportunists, then surely he would
want ugz to be just and merciful to
the capitalists, that s, he would
condemn  the class struggle and
would thereby prove that he was
no revolutionist or Marxist at all.
It is for this reason that Ondeal
would rather comfuse, distort, and
conceal, than argue in a clear
and stralght-forwand manner,

—i). W. WATTERS.

TWO SIDES OF THE NEA

Cupitnl is assisted by the govern-
ment in organizing strong paticoal
assecintions of employers and car-
tels, Labor is hindered in ozgan-
izing unfons of thelr own choosing
and in atriking for better conditions.
— T ST T

Browmsyille Open Forum

“WAR AND THE FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL"

Bpetaker:
JOHN G. WRIGHT

Friday, May 4, at 8:30 P.M.
Awspioss: Communkst League of
America-Spartacus Youth Club
1776 Pitkin Ave., Brooklyn, N.X.

Paterson Silk
Wnrrlffz Club

The militant and progressive
workers of Paterzson bave organized
the United Silk Workers Club, with
the headguarters at 80 Market St

The club sets as ita goal the or-
ganlzation of all sllk workers na-
tiopally ioto am Industrial woobon,
Buch a natlonal organlzation of the
workers io the sllk Industry s nec-
ezgary for them to gain and main-
tain Improvements in thelr worklog
and living conditions, Since Pat-
erson Is the largest single silk cen-
ter, and sinee it is the only organ-
ized section as yet, the workers Ino
Paterson must necessarlly take the
lead in this direction. The work-
era in Patersom, whether weavers,
dyers, warpers, loom-flzers, or
twisters—In short, workers in every
department of the industry muost be
amalgamated lote a single strong
Industrial union. At the same tlme,
an ioteasive drive must be under-
taken to initiate and complete or-
ganizgation in other sllk centers, In
Pennaylvania, In the Sputh, and In
New England=—whera the bulk of

the workers are still ouotslde the
framework of any sort of ofgan-
izution.

To Extend Organization

The club proposes to work and
fight for the consolldation of the
workers In Paterson: for the im-
mediate improvement of conditions
locally ; and for exténsion of organ-
fzatlon inte the outlying centers.
The A. F. 8. W, T1. as the largest
union in the feld muost take the
imitiative in thiz drive. Bot the
prezent leadership of the uniom has
failed even to eoforce those comdi-
tlons In the Industry which wers
supposedly gained by the workera
during the last strike. Not only
are there many ral shops sCill op-
erating under non-unlon eonditions,
but within supposed undion shops
wage scales are pald below the
agreement, chisellng on yardage 1s
previalent, and payment for smashes
is made in very few shops. Install-
atlon of clocks on looms which was
promissl — has not meterialized.
The unlon offlcials have made no
effort at all to organlize the centera
in Peonsylvania, to say pothing
nbout the wother centers. Small
wonder, then, that as a resalt of
such g wishy-washy leadership, the
workers o Parerson were glven a
a9t wage-cut only recently, and are
faced with the Immediate threat of
another wage-cot—mnot & nominal
one, this time.
If every militac* and progressive
worker in  Paterson jolng handa
with his fellow workers in the
United Silk Workers Cluob and pots
hig shoulder to the wheel=—the Clab
will be able to realize its programm
much more easlly than the most
sangnine militants now belleve,

—SILE WORHER.

Statement of Jack Hackverdian

Bome weeks back Jack Hakwver-
dinn was expelled from the C. P.
on charges of “Trotskylst devia-
fions", Comrade Hakverdian, an
Armenlan militant whe belonged to
the party since 1926, did not koow
poything at that time about the
platform of the International Com-
mupists whom the Stalinists call
“Protekylsts”. His eriticlsms of the
official policy arose from his own
experiences and observations.

Hls expulsion for *“Trotskylsm"
aronsed in him an ioterest im the
guegtion and led him to a study of
its literature, As a result he has
become convineed of the correctness
of our platform, finding In it a ver-
ifcation and generallzation of his
own proletarian eriticlsm of the
policy and practices of Htalinism.

The following iz his statement:

1 read with great pleasure lo &
column of Panver, the seml-weekly
organ of the seml-developed Arm-
enlan Stalinist boreaucratic eligue,
among the announcements of the
decisions of the IMstrict and Cen-
tral Control Commission, a state-
ment that I have been declared ex-
pelled from the Communist Party
o charges of belng sympathetic to
the “repegade” Troteky's ideas aod
of defending his point of view pub-
licly. The announcement ended
with a sharp warning, something
lHke thiz: “We recommend to oor
fraternal organizations to look out
for this counter-revolutionary tool".

I will just leave it to the reader
of my atatement for thelr judgment.
My soclal standing before and af-
ter 1 jolned the Party has been
gimilar to that of any ordinary
worker. One of the reasons I en-
rolled In the revolutlonary move-
ment was that I had more or less
chances for self study after my
working bours and had contact with
more experlenced and class con-
seions workers. Finally I jolned
the Communist Party which, I then
thought, was the only genuvine lead-
er and organizer of the working
clagz for its Uberatlon from wage
glavery.

As p rank and dle member from
1926 until 1933, in all these years
I did my utmost for what I thought
was good and well for the working
class, And I will stlll serve my

class and its party by all means in

my reach until we, the workers,
overthrow this reactionary and mur-
derpus system  of capitalism and
bulld a soclety where the tollera
have the right to live and enjo¥
the fruits of thelr labor.

Here I wlll pdmit wvery frankily
that I did not koow anyihing until
very lately about so-called *““Trot-
skylsm” except those well-known
and time-worn slanders that 1 used
to read in the Daily Worker and
in other party organs. Now [ will
tell you how I began to lose my
confidence in the “Communist In=
ternational”. In Germany 85 both
cur friends and enemies know,
thers was the strongest Communist
Party outslde of the Soviet Unlon
with milllons of followers. Thia
mighty force, which 1 used to know
about from very close range fbe-
cange [ was o seaman and used to
have many contacts with German
comtades In Hamburg) was a real
mags party that was rooted in every
seetion of the working class. Oon
short notice it could mobilize not
only its own forces, but was able
to eronte a mass movement at any
time in any part of Germany. With
guch a tremendous force and re-
volutionary traditions: How could
it be possible for such a party to
capitulate before the onslaught of
Hitlerlsm without the slightest re-
gletence or even & slgon of It

The fault of Stallnism is plalo
now, and clearthinking workers
who see¢ things in thelr true colors
are taking steps to buolld & new
movement. Only the self-contented
bureaucrats, whose persopal and
cllgue interest s paramount can
still try to convince thelr followars
in & thousand ways that time was
not ripe or similar rubbish in order
to justify thelr unfitness for lead-
erahip.

Mo, no, comrades. Class con-
gclons  worker-revolutionists  will
not endure auwy more such costly
defeats. The events show uUs Very
glearly that the time has come L0
break away for good from bureau-
eratic Stalinism and to form & new
Communist Party and a new Inter-
natlonal to justify and to carry out
the priociples of Marx, Engels,
Lenln amnd Trotsky, the troe Tepoe-
gentatives and leaders of the tolling
massca of the world.




