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The Revolutionary Policy
Committee

MNola:; This s the first of &
garies of articles by comrade
Canoon ee the program of the
Hevolutionary Policy Commbttes
of the HBoclalist Larty.

L T

Under the impect of ihe second
historic debacle of social reformism
on the internatlonal feld=—Germany
and Austria=—and the sharpening ol
the cluss struggle in America, the
ferment in the Soecialist Iarcy is
decpening and & process of differ-
votintion along priociple lioes Is
clearly evident. Most sigoificant,
among the many groupiogs, a left
wlng current iz now taking sbagw
inside the party.

This ¢orrent, which differentintes
itself In many Important respecls
from the lukewarm radicalism of
the “Milituots”, calls itself the
"Revolutionary Policy Committes of
the Socialist Parcty™. It has recent-
ly lzsned a programmatic statement
of alms and princlples with 47 sig-
natures under the title; “An Ap-
peal to the Membership of the
HBoclalist Party™. In this pamphlet,
for the first time sioee 1921, a group
of more or less influeotinl  parly
members takes lssue with the re-
formist position ¢n  fundamental
princlple guestions and approaches
the standpoint of revolutionary
Maorxism, that is, of Commuonism.
Declaring agoinst any “middlbe
road"” and demanding that the Ho-
clalist Party change “lts present
principles and tactles", the bDew
Laft group attacks the traditional
riformist policles of Boeinl Demo-
cricy all along the lioe

The statement of the Revolution-
aty Holicy Committes 8 somewhat
lacking lo clarity and Incisiveness
on certaln fondamental  isgues
which permit of no ambiguity.
document also leaves other essen-
tinl progrommatic questions uo-
touched and omits the DeEESSAry
eritique of the varlous groups and
tendencies in the Soctalist and Com-
munist movemants,

Dreapite these defects, however,
the declaration of the Revolution-
ary Policy Committee indicates the
emergence of a substantial group in
the Soclalist Party which s obvi-
ously breaking with the pollcy and
practice of social reformism. If
the group preéserves on this course
it will undoubtedly attract the rev-
olutlonary elements of the party,
eapeclally the Soclalist youth, and
play an Importaot roele io the re-
congtitutl of the revelutionary
movement In America,

Dangers Facing the Left Wing

Many daogers will beset them on
this path. They can overcomds them,
and avoeid the fate which has be-
fallen many other radical groupings
In the parties of the Sccond Inter-
natlonal==that of serving as & wlnd-
break for scclal reformism and an
apologlst for its treacherles—only
on the condition that they rpound
gut theld program and develop its
implications to the wery end.

For this, a8 theory and all exper-
fence bave demopstrated, clarity
and precision of expression  are
nesded. And, in addition, a course
which suoita the action to the word
is peeded. The break with reform-
fzmm must be complete and lead to
i fosion with the revolutionary
Marxists, or it i8 oo break at all
In the real sense of the word.

The Revolutionary Poliey Com-
mittee has taken the first, but ooly
the frst, declslve steps Im such a
break. Needless to say, every ln-
telligent Communist can buot wel-
come: this signiflcant dewelopment
In the Socialist Pacty and aspire to
ald itz further evolution in & revo-
lutlonary direction. The fArst pro-
requisite for this is fraok K aod
straight-forward oritlelsm.  After
that, direct proposals to the Left
Boclalists to apply their program-
matic declarations in practical ac-
ton follow A3 a matter of course.

These whoe mean thelr declara-
tlans seriously can have no objec-
tlon to soch eritlclsm and such pro-
posals. They are goubly necessary
at the préesent tlme when, after the
manifest bankrupdcy of reformiam
In Germany and Augstria, reform-
iats of all shades are covering them-
selves with the mantle of radicalizm
in order to return to the old ways
fgain tomorrow. Owe of the first
abligations of honestly revolntion-
ary Socfalists is to mark them-
gelvis off, in word and desd, from
theae false prophets and centrlst
masqueraders.

The State and Revolutlon

Under the chapter bheading, “The
Road to Power”, the statement of
the B. P. . Ia remarkable, both
Tor what it says and what 1t leaves
unsald. On this fundamental goes-
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which has divided the Hocial De-
moeraey and Commuonksm most
sharply and irreconcilably, the R
P. C, rejects the conception that
the bowrgesis demoeratic state can
serve a5 the iogtrument fot the
transformation of the social grder.
The program assigns this fonctlon,
as Marx and Engels did, to the dic-
tatorabip of the prolefariat.

In order to Lring oul (he position
clearly W quote at gome length :

“It ig neeessary (says Lhe state-
ment of the REP.CC.) to acgulire
pssession of the state power so
as Lo transform capitalist soclely
into socialist sociely by means of
the dictatorship of the proletar-
hat.” :

Further:

“The class character of a cap-
itulist society means that no lo-
stilulion or instroment set op by
the capitolist class can be de-
peetnclend LU LY to establish the Work-
ers'  Hepublic, Therefors the
working ¢lass state will be an
entirely mew type of state based
on workers' councils, historically
sulted e serve as the organs of
libormtion™

For Arming the Werkers

n the funciion of the workers'
gtate, the decloration of the R.P.C.
HANS

“Oince sociallzts are in posses-
glon of the state machinery by the
mandate of the workers, their
(usk is to seeure and insure the
governmental power [or the vic-
toripus réevolution by armiog the
workers [or s defencee against
all possibility of o eounter-revo-
latlonery reskstance and to pro-
ceed to transform the economie

(Continued on Page 4)

Leader of the
Spanish C.P.
Resigns Post

According to a Barcelona des-
patch printed in the e L!ﬂt’.!',
organ of the Iodependent Labor
Party of Great Britain, the leader
of the oficial Communist Party of
Bpain, Jose Balbontin, has resigned
from the Party because it refoses
to unite with the Soclalist FParty,
the Anarcho-Syndicalists and the
Communist Oppeosition in resistance
to Fascism., The C. . bas rejected
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MARCHING UNDER THE BANNER OF THE
EGMMUNLF T LEAGUE

with {he other working-class organ-
bzatlong under the phrase “united
actlon from below'.

In & letber G0 (e Central Com-
mittee of the Spanish Communist
Party, Halbontin says it is “imisi-
cal to the solidarity of the working
clugs to continue fghting Socializm
as il it were a wing of Faselsm®.
He continnes:—

“I do wot believe that Fasclsm
in Spain has becn defeated, as
Comrade Bialin stated in his last
apeech. It seoms (0 me that Fas-
clam in Spain marches apocs, and
hos one foof in the Government
already, and it will =o0n suceeed
in monopolising the Government
completely if woe do not hurry to
slop it by A sincere united front
against Fascism.

“It seems evident to me that
Spanish Soecialism and Anarchizm
want slocerely to fight against
the Fascist danger, apd that in
thig eritical moment the Spanish
Communists must join loyally with
the Socialists and Anarchists in
a united frowmt feem below aond
from above, suspending all inter-
nal factlonal struggles in answer
to the demands of the mosses.

“We must seppress effectively
the advances of Fasclsm; and
only then shall we be able, with-
out fear, to dedicate ourselves to
the tasks of organizing a Work-
ers" and Peasants’ Government
based on Soviets,

At thizs moment in Spain, it
SemE o me (op premoture to-
ingist on imposing upon the great
revolulionary mass the leadership
of A4 Communist Party which has
hardly begun to sprout.  If yom
inslst on an immediate displace-
ment of Soclalist and Anarchist
leadership, in place of treating
with thom provislenally, yoo are
preventing a proletarian bloe and
you are Lncllitating the complate
trivmph of Faseizm, fust iz was
done In Germany”,

The resigonation of Jose Bolbontin
has aroused great ioterest among
the Spanish workers. TLhere s not
the least doubt that be wlll have

the support of many workers within

Hon of the state and revoluton, the Communist Party.
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Capitalists of AllCountries Close Their
Doors to Leon Trutsky

i

The attempt of comrade Trotsky | S

to find asylum in some country has
thus far proved froitless, All deors
are cloged fo him. Latest reports
indicate that he must remain In
France “uoded constant police sur-
vellance™., The New York Times of
May 3 prints the following des-
patches;

Wireless to The New York Times.

PARIS, May 2~—France, which
twoe weeks age ordered Leon Trof-
sky to leave the country, will be
obliged to keep him. No other cooan-
try will take him off ber hands.

Since the order for his expulsion
wis isued the arch-conspirator, who
odmtted he was epngaged io trying
to orgamize a fourth international,
bas earried on negotiatlons with
many governments, with a view to
ohtaining asylum. But today, when
the time limit put on his sojourn
in France was reached, he informed
the Frinch Government that he had
not succeeded. No other coantry
would permit M. Trotsky to cross
its frontiers,

Under these circnmstances the
French Government has  decided
upon his virtoal internment. The
Counell of Ministers agreed to as-
sign o residence (o0 bim where he
would be kept uoder constamt po- |
lige surveillance. Authorities stated
tonight that M. Trotsky would oe-
capy that place of residence tomors
row, but they would not indicate
its exact lecation. It will be at
least 185 miles from Parls, 1t was
stated,

Meanwhile, M, Trotsky will con-
Linae negotiatlons in the hope of
obtalning a place of refuge. He has
solielted the hopsitality of several
Central American repoblics, from
which he has ﬂal et had responses,

DEMAND THE RIGHT OF
ASYLUM FOE LEON TROTSEY

SUDDEN DEATH OF
A.A. BUEHLER

Just as this issue of the MILI-
TANT went to press we received
s telegram with the shocking
news of the sodden death af
KRansas Cily of comrade A. A
Buehler, the beloved weleran of
ithe American Commodst move-
e, one of the foundation men-
bers of the Communist Party and
an active member of the Conumu-
nist League since s Inception.
The death of comrades Boehler is
& heary blow to our cigse. Com-
ing on top of the death last weelk
of comrade Cora Duff the passing
of comradd Buehler inflicis & pae-
ticularly severe loss on the Hansas
City Branch. The laconic tele-
gram of the Kansas City Branch
comrades: “We are grief-siricken
but will carry on™, gives & troo
expression of the spicit of ocom-
radg Buehler.
A R ————

TERHOR IN HITLER GERMANY

Herlin (T.I.8.)=— Hitler juostice
closes its balanee sheet for the frat
month of 1934 with a total of thres
now death sentences and 447 years
of prison and bard labor. Four
carlier death sontences were exe-
ented, including the ome oagalnst
van der  Labbe, the unwitting
instrument for the establish-
ment of Nazi mass terror. Foar
well-Enown anti-Nazi leaders were
shot dead by the police while “try-
ing to escape™ although it is con-
clugively proven that the men were
deliberately murdered.

According fo January statistles
which are, however, incomplete, 123
coemies of the IHitler regime suf-
fered heavy penalties from the

IN THE UNITED STATES.

bands of Nazl justice.

Grcatst M Day in the History

PRICE 2 CENTS

Of New York Labor Movement

“America First”
Parade is Fiasco
At aneapnhs

"flinmuulls Apgil 30—The dark
forees of reaction cateh at straws
these days., The surge of labor's
ranks fowand the organizations of
struggle bas o meaning for tJ.-.e!.
profit-mad bosses.  They onderstand
that the temper of the workers, who
bave suffered long yesrs of hooger
in the bread lines, is mounting.
They look upon the rapid spread
of the strike wave as a  certain
signal that the workers in industry,
oven though foeed with ooemploy-
went, bhave determined to Hght for
& better living stoodard.  These
bosses do nol mean to give up a
single penny unoless they are forced:
te do 5o,

The “America First" parade and
demenstration in Miopeapolls, or-
ganieed by the Hofstads and Labos
48 4 counter demonsiration to the
May Day parade, marched in per-
feet step with these labor-hating
bozses and ibelr tools In tha Wel-
fare Board. Whether inspired di-
rectly by the busioess men's assocl-
utions, the Citlzens Alliance anod
like organizations or not (and there
ix plenty of reanson to belleve that
It wus) does pot matter greatly,
What must be made crystal clear,
is thot o number of active workers,
members amd, in-gome cases, offf-
cluls of the M.OCW., played an
active role in the work organizing
this disgraceful performance, Tho
Ainneapolis  Central Couneil of
Waorkers must lose no time in clean-
Ing its rauks of these twilight ele-
ments,

Traltors in the Labor Ranks

When Shay, McKinzie, Lindberg,
Hofstad, Lalboe and others an-
nounced,  through channels best

known te them, thot they were con-
stituted ns & committes to arrange
this “America Firat” parade for the
unemployed, all the forces of re-
action leaped to their posts, What!
an unemployed “loyalty™ parade!
With American flags—and all that!
And—just think—best of all—to
start from the Auditorium at 9 in
the morping, THE DAY BEFORE

By far the largest and most im-
pressive Moy  Day  demoostrotion
that New York bas seen took ploce
this year. From one o'clock until
after six the parade passed before
the speakers stand o Madison
dquare, ginging the militant songs
of labor, shouting the slogans of
unity and struggle and balling the
imposing begioning of a great unit-
ed front of the workers in the fight
aguinst war and Fascism.

Dwspite the division of the move-
ment and the holding of & separate
parade and demonstration at Unfon
Squareg under the uspices of the
Stalinist Party, the May Day Labor
Confercnce, which wunited all the
other tendencies in the progressive
labor movement excesded all prev-
fous demonstrations and all expee-

‘Mexican Police
|Seize International
Communists

The New York Tribume prints the
following dispatch  from  Mexleo
Uity under date of April 29:

By Cable to the Herald Tribune
Copyright, 1934, N. Y. Tribeee Ine.

MEXICO JLITY, April 20.—Three
miti bave been grrested bere for
distributing  propaganda  setting
forth the dectrines of Leon Trotzky,
une-time Ked army leader, angd the
pelice have scized several hundred
pmmphtets weging Mexlcan workers
to joln the “Fourth Interoaticons),”
which Troteky npow fuvers. Law
students of the University of Mex-
ieo seut y delegation in an unsuc-
vessful attempt to obiain thg e
lease of one of the wen, a recent
law school gradueate,

Avcurding o e newspaper “El
Gratieo,” a Trotzkyite urganization
wlready exists In Mexico, but the
wuthorities huve e oooble fo Jo-
cule s bheadguarters or (o ol the
persons whe issued the propagands.

Altucklng wother Communist
groups, the Trotszky pamphlets
protested against the Freoch gov-
ernment’s decision to expol Trotzky,
calling this action “the frst direct
step toward complete faseleation of
France and western Burope." Trot-

tations in the slze and spicit of its
demonsiration.

Alay Day this year was not the
ovecusion for o boeliday festival, The
shadows of war and fagcism bhang
too heavily over the world to per-
mit u spdric of festivity in the work-
ing cluss movement. The demon-
stration  wug permeated, rather,
with u sober and determined spirlt
of struggle aod the powerful urge
Ior unity in the labor ranks agalost
the  Lhreatening  reaction. The
Young Boclallstz  especially ex-
pressed this spirit god presented an

lmpressive  spectacle as they
marched bebind & hoge baoner
aring the motto: “We will fight

Lo the death agaiost war aod fas-
clhsm 1"

Af the divislons of the Communist
League, the Communist Party Op-
positien, and the I, W, W. marched
inte the square they were greoted
by the assembled Socialist workers,
particularly by the Young Social-
ists, with resounding echeers aod
shouls of “Long Live the United
Front!" The fraternization of So-
chalist and Communist workers, the
comradely spirit of unity and soli-
darity in the common struggle
agalost the common enemy, which
13 the cement that biods the uoited
front together, found a powerful
expression st Madison Squace this
May Day,

The International Communists
wonnd up the day with a rousing
mass mesting at Irving Plaza whers
o number of speakers reviewed the
event and outlined the program of
struggle for the united front for the
cosuing perlod.  Qur speakera at
thie Madison Bquare mesting—7J, .
Capmon  representing the Leagus
and M. Garret representing the
Spartadus Youth Clubs—hailed the
grcat occasion for the real progress
toward the united fromt which it
represented and urged that every
congclentions ¢fort be made to ex-
tend I6 to inciude all the organiza-

—MAY DAY !

What a perfectly asplendid idea.
IMere wios an opportunity to deal a

erushing blow to the real workers'
luternntional  holiday, A  good
chanee, so they reasoned, to cot the
May Day Demonstration to pieces.
To tench the militaot workers a
lesson, The lecal press gave this
project plenty of publicity, The
Journal, the moat reactlonary of the
lot, Taicly ouwtdid itself, carryiog
two eolumn pletores of the “com-
mittee™ an the front page, and glv-
ing, also on the front page, a de-
talled aceount of the preparations,
It Msted theg slogans: “We bhave
Ealth In America: all we woant s
work”. “Lets have falr  play™.
“Merchants, farmers, factorles—
our problems aré your problems®,
“lats pull together—" ote. ate,

The Jowrnal skressed the an-
nouncement that a loyaity program
would be conducted at the Parade
Grounds whera the parade was to
terminate after a march throogh
the down town streets. It pro-
claimed  that speakers from  the
aAmerican Legion aod Veterana of
Forelgn Wars would address the
expected  erowds. Former CWA
project contingents were to  form
a#nd march as separate units. Al
in all, the press and certaln radio
stations did the best they conld un-
der the circumstances to trick un-
informed workers Into participating
in this counter-demonstration.
Bands were promised. Americin
flags for the coat lapels, banners,
patriotie symbols, police escort and
the rest.

It must be clearly undarstogd.
Thiz “demonstration’ was cooked
up by the people mentioned and ac-
cording to their own statements,

behind the back and withont thelf

knowledge of the M.C.C.W., the
organization to which most of them
belomged. They asserted that they
knew “such proposals would be
defeated™.  They chose, rather, to
go out as Individuals and get ald
from the only place that gid g
fortheoming for such an affair, from
organizations and Individuals whose
purpose is to divide, confuse and
throw back the gathering forees of
labor,

It goes without saying that g fow K

workers were misled into partlel-
pating In this sorry mess. Let them

{Contioued on page 1)

tky's presence In that part of the
World, it was sald, “is most impor-
tamt for the workers, since leader-
ship Is necded to transform the pext

war ioto a civil war and revolu-
tlon*

e
Com. (Er_n_ Duff Dead

Kansas City, Missouri, April 23—
Comrade Cora Duff, aged 25, died
early thils morning at the Research
Hospital. Her death came as the
end of nearly six mootis' suffering
from an inflamatory condition of
the arteries. Throughout her long
and very painful illoess Comrade
Duff fought bravely and uncom-
plainingly.

Comrade Duff was secretary of
the Kansas City Braoch of the
Communlst League of Ameriea and
organizer of the Kansas Clty Young
Spartacus Club.

The revolutionary movement suf-
fera an firreparable loss in the
death of Comrade Duff She _was a
leader of young and old. Her
mind was keenly active. She had
an artistic appreciation of life: she
had a warm, afectionate na e
she was courageouns, optimistie, and
militant, To the last ghe was
steadfast in her principles and con-
victions and in her devotion to Ehe
high canse of soecial revelution.

tions of the workers, including the
Stalinists. While continuing to fight
for this line, our speakers made it
clear, however, that the Interna-
tlonal Communlsts will continue to
participate In the cxisting move-
ment that was launched so auspi=
clously with the May Day demons
stration at Madison Square.

Shachtman Speaks at
St. Louis Meet

St. Louls—Max Shachtman al-
dressed one of the largest meetings
arranged by the Commuonlat League
In 8t. Louls recently when he spoke
on the nesd for o few revolutlonarr
party at the Crunden Branch Li-
brary auditorium dast Wednesday.

Almost 1000 workers were in ak-
tendance, mostly from the factories,
nniong, and other workingclass or-
ganizations, They were so attentive
to the discuszion that ensuwed and
0 eager to leprn about the primne-
iples and history of the Internation-
al Communist League that a larga
amount of literatore, MilHantis and
pamphlets was rapldly disposed of.

Practically the entire memberahip
of the Y.P.8.L. attended the meet-
ing en masse, after having been
visited by the writer and urged to
b present to help provent an antie-
ipated Stalinist hoodlum attack, In
order to b able to attend Shacht-
man's lecture, the ¥.P.8.1. by unan-
imons motion, omitted their regular
gircle meeting which was supposed
to have been bheld on the same
night.

ORDER A BUNDLE OF MILI-

TANTS—ONE CENT FER COPY.

JOIN THE COMMUNIST LEAGUE.

The Trade Un G‘ustl nd
The Fourth International

The Second of a New Series of Lectures on the Internadionsl

Program with Special

Raferenice to Ameriea

By

Jﬂl‘l‘lt! P.

CEH non

At
IRVING PLAZA HALL
15th Street and Irving Place
SUNDAY, MAY 6th at 8P.M.

ADMISSION 156 CHENTS

QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSION

Other lectures to follow on socesssive Bundays; Foscism; the

United Front,




