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Taxi Strikers Battllng
For Union Recogmtlon

N.R.A. Labor Board Conspires With Bosses to
Break Strike and Impose Company Union

4 500 taxl drivers and mechanles
have struck agein in  New York
City. One mouth after the general
girike of taxi workers, the smploy-
ceq of the Parmeles H-J.'Ill-em, one of
the largest taxicab fAests o
city, have found It necessury
strike to prevent a company uninn
from being forced upon them. They
are fighting for recognition of their
union, the Taxicab Deivers Unlon
¢f Greater New York. They want
an end o the black list, reinstate-
ment of all men discharged for onion
activities, and improvement of thelr
working conditions,

Intolerable Conditions
The Intolerable conditions in the
industry have lmpelled the tnxi |
workers on to the road of stroggle
for the erestion of a strong anion

capable of defending their intl:muta-.

Despite the splendid fight they put.

up in the recent general strike, they | ©

galned notbing, having been maneu-
vered back to work through the ef-
forta of La Guardia and FPanken.
The wages they earn are extremely
low mnd the hours eondless. An NILA
survey reveals that last year B3.B
of the drivers received less than $12
a wesk. The houra of work a4ver-
aged 8.7 hours & week on the day
ghift amd B0 hours om the night
ghift. Such are the conditions which
fhe bosses want to perpetuate.

The company union, against which
the men are Aghting, the Driveras
EBrotherhood of Kew York, 1s play-
ing the reactionnry role of strike-
breaker. It iuslsta wery  loudly
that it 1% oot & company unlon, but
its actions are more convinelng than

Court Denies
' Habeus Writ
To A.Bellussi

Deportation to Fascist
ltaly Reaffirmed

Word has just been received that
the applleation for a wrlt of haboeus
corpus o the cese of A. Bellussi,
(which has been pending In court) .
|for several months, has been denled.
The order for his deportation to
{ Fasclet Italy, which had been pre-
¥iously promonuced ageinst him,
remalns in force and Bellussl 18 In
imminent daoger of being handed
over to Mussolinl'a habpgmen.

Efforts are now being made to
segure the right to voluntary depart-
are Lo apother conntry and to ralse
funds to pay comrade Bellossi's
passage In the event that such per-
misalon s secured. Eforts are also
being made to secncs Bellussl's re-
lease under baill of §1,000 pending
the Anel disposition of the cse,

Bluce he bas been conflned in jall
for more than seven months, with-
out the I. L. Dn, which bad charge
of bis cuse, Uitlng & Aoger to secure
bis release oo ball, it Is obvlous that
they will do nothing te provide ball
for him now. Iodependent actlon
muat b usdertaken to provide baill,

its pleas. Its president, a certain|protedt the legal rights of comrade

Mr. Irving Robbins bhas
that *“the Parmelee System s the
swellest company in the world. We
haven't got a single kick."

Mrs. Herrick Bals for Bosses

Tha Heglonal Labor Board of the
NRBRA with Mrs. Elinore M. Herrlck,
chalrman, "bas very graclously con-
pented to conduct a poll of the em-

ployees to ascertain which uonlon
they wish to represent them, There
is however one stipulation, Merely

that the drivers go back to work
But the strikers feel that they have
already indicated clearly through
thelr action which unlon they re-
gard aa their own. Nor has the re-
cent experlence of the Fifth Ave-
pue bus workers, In which latimida-
tlon by the bosses eliminated any
poszibllity for a geouine vote by the
men, endenred the idea of a NILA
“plebiscite” to taxl drivers. The
scheme of Mra., Herrick, who ©eé-
venls ber true colors as a bosses’
ggent ln every sltoatlen, could not
fool the strikera lote surrendering
the only effective dgbting weapon
&t their disposal—the strike.
The Strikers’ Demands

At the NMRA oode hesrlngs the
boagea bhave proposed a §$12 a week
minlmum wage and a 5 hour week.
Io other words they want to codify
more or less the prevalling bad con-
ditlons which bad driven the tuxi
workers to strike. Against this the
drvers propose o mnoimum wage of
$23 a week for day work and 325
a werk for night work, a 45 bour
wiak, and three slght hour shifts.

Ths Tazl Drivers Unlon has wise-
Iy declded to seek the support of
tha labor movement In ita fAght. It
has ¢called a conference for SEanday,
March 18th, at 11 A. M. at the
Manhattan Lyeeom, and has issoed
a call Inviting all trade anions and
workers' organizations to send dele-
getes. But besides that, It {8 nbees.
gary to extend the strike as much
a8 possible and get more garages
into it.

Spring Festival and Dance

We are making all preparations
for the Bpring Festival.

A good band will play for Fyou
Vorious speclal featores of enter
talument are belng elaborated, the
chief of these hailng Chisf Little-
moosa In g recital of his native
drnees,

The fortune teller we promised
you In our last notice will alse be
with ns.

We are also making all efforts to
get a famous cartoonist to draw
caricatures of famons political char.
acters,

Food and drink will be abundant.

A good time 13 promised you all

Be with us this Saturday, March
4lst at Irving Maea.

Buy your tickets in advapce and

save money, and help us gt the same

time, Tickets 85c. At door 40e,

declared |Bellussl and prevent his deporta-

tlon to Fasclst Italy.

The deep dissatisfaction and e
sentment of comrade Bellussi at the
shameful treatment accorded him
by the I. L. D, is expressed ln sev-
eral letters recently received from
him.

Under date of March Sth he wrote
to The Militant:

“I was informed to-day by the
immigration authorities that I had
loat my case. 1 also received a
viglt from comrade Roberts of Phila-
delphla who gave me more informa-
tlom,

“Why dido't the lawyer take me
to court? It seems to me that he
does not care ooe way or another,

“Hoping you have all the informa-
tlon in regard to my case and that
you caen have me relessed on bond
#a that 1 may be allowed to depart
voluntarlly and keep out of the
hands of Mussolinl, I remaio,

Comradely yours,
A. BELLUBSSL"

All those who wish to co-operate
in aldiog comrade Bellossi  while
there 13 yet time, are requested to
communicate with ‘The Militant.

Shachtman Speaks
for the New Party
on National Tour

The natlonal togr of comrads
Bhachtman is well under way. Sae-
cesslol mestings have been held In
several clties, begloniog with MNew
Haven, Bostop, through Canada to
Buffalo and Pittsburgh, and from
thers proceeding further westward.
The tour will extend all the way to
the Facific comst and take in Salt
Lake Clty, Portland, Ban Franciseo,
Los Angeles and Denver.

National Scope of Tour

The schedule on the way west Ig
erammed with mestings and other
getivities In the Important clties
For the retorn trip the schedule is
Gow belog made. That will cover
8 number of additional citles. But
the impoctant thing about this tour
Is dirst, that it will cover g territory
not formerly taken in such tomrs.
It 1= truly pational In scope, which
Iz made posslble by the sobatantial
growth attalned by the League dur-
Ing the last year. Hecoodly, this
tour I8 an additioosl means of in-
creasing the Leagne growth, of ex-
tending its inflnence, and of streng-
thening its position in the new party
develapmeants,

Comrade Bhachiman's mein sab-
Ject Is devoted to this problem:
"Do We Need A New Revolotlonary
Party In Ameriea? His additional
subjects deal with the gquestions of
American heading towards way, of
the future of the New Deal, as well
a8 the problema of the Boviet Unlon.
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THE PARIS COMMUNE

‘With the recent struggle of the
berole Autrslan workers, and the
militant demonstratlons of the
French masses before our eyes, the
bistorlcal significance of the Parls
Commune of 1871 takes on increased
importance. When on Match 18th
we commemorate the sevenfy-one
days of workers' rule In Parls we
it the same time pledge ourselves
fto caty on the lnoonmerable strog-
gles of the revolutionary tollers for
class emancipation. We gain In-
spiratlon for our battle from the
Communards of 71, the Russlan
Revolutlon of 1806, the glorlous
Bolshevik Revolotlon of 1017, the
berole January days of the German
Spartacus in 1819, the courngecus
battles of the Bavarlso and Hun-
parian workers of 1820, the self-
sicriflcing struggle of the Ausirian
workers Im 1038,

Through all these events, and
countless others, we learn the brutal
and muarderoos character of ecapl-
talist rule. To defend the profits
of the few, to keep the workers In
subjectlon, to perpetuate capltalism,
the moedern slave-holding clasy re-
sorts to the most viclent means at
Its disposal. Thosyg who dare
threaten Its power are met by the
armed forces which exist for It de-
Tense,

The Else of the Commune

The Parls Commune of 1871 arose
68 & reply to the provocation of the

Cannon to Sp:alt
on Program of the
4th International

The deep interest In all aspects
of the quoestlon of the Fourth Ino-
ternatiopal, manifested again by
the overtlow crowd at the Cannon-
Lovestone debate, has prompted the
New York Looal of the Communist
Leggue to arrapge a speclal lecture
by James P. Capnon on the subject
“The Program of the Fourth Ioter-
national"”.
This lecture wlll be given at Irv-
log Plaza, Sunday, March 25th at
B P. M Questlons and diseosslon
will follow the lecture. Admisslon
will ba 162, An overflow crowd is
expected, and those who wish to
attend ard urged to seenre tickets
in advance from the local office of
the League, st 128 East 16th St.
The lecture of comrade Cannon
will deal with the fundamental
questions of prineclple and revolu-
tionary strategy of the present epoch
and owtline the program of the rev-
olutionary Marxists for the recon-
stitution of the world movement,
Among the guestlons discussed will
be: Further perspecilves of the
Imperialist epoch ; the balapee sheet
of the post-Lenin perlod: the im-
pending war and the conerete
struggle against it; the defense of
the Boviet Unlon and the struggle
agiinst the Stalinist bureancracy;
the attitude of the Amerlcan revs
olutionists in the events of a SBoviat-
American alllance in the impending
war; Fascism and the labor move-
ment in Europe and the Marxiat
concluslons from the German and
the Austrlan expeciences; the iocip-
int Fasclst movement in Amerlcs
nnd the unlque problem it presents,
The New York organization of the
Communist League 8 devoting spe-
clal efforts to make thizs discussion
of the program of the Fourth Io-
ternational an outstanding event
and to briog out the largest crowd
af the lecture peason,

national government of Frapoe, The
government which had come o
power oo the basls of the popular
republican revolution Io September
1870 at the terminatlon of the
Franco-Prussian War, secretly plan-

Wholesale Layol:Fs on All
C. W.A. Projects Begin

ned (o disgrm the revolationary
Parlslan workers organized in the
Natlonal Guard. The workers re-
sponded by abolishing the old off-
claldom, the burcaucracy and the
standing army and making the MNa-
tional Guard, which was open to
all workers, the only military force
in Parls. The executlve and legls-
lative functions of government were
united in the Commune.

This revolutionary act was In
open deliance of the existing dem-
ocracy Which by universal suffrage
had elected the natlonal government
of Versallles, L&t the worshippers
of bourgeols democracy who glve
lip service to the struggle of the
Communards reconclle this “antl.
democratic” actlon with their own
finespun thecres! Thelr fore-ron-
ners, auch ps Lools Blane and his
kind, =zelf-avowed soclalists, were
active In the eamp of the reaction-
nry Versallles government,

The Commune had procesded to
pave the way to a <lassless society.

“Its apeclal mefsures could but
betoken the tendency of a govern.

ment of tha people, by the people.
Such were the abolition of the night-

" page

500 Unorganized
Printers in Mass

Meeting in N. Y.

300 unorganized printers respond-
ed enthosiastically to a oall for
unionization from the newly formed
Independent Printing Employess,
Thursday nlght, March 15 For
two hours, men from every craft in
the typographleal industry Hstened
intently to speakers from the I. P
E. at the Stuyvesant Caslno mass
meeting called to discoss the coda,

The speakers, G. Clarke, M. Tom-
fsh and D). 8. Gordon of the Execn-
tive Board of the I. P. E., outlined
conditions in the inddstry, subject-
ed the code to a searching criticlsm
and called for immediate action by
the unorgnnized. They urged the
assemhbled printers to take advant-
age of the code provislons. Each
speaker poloted out that any en-
forecment of the code to the advan-
tage of the printers can only be by
effective unlonization,

A high polnt of the mass meeting
wag the thunderous applause greet-
ing the remark of Gordon, Prealdent
of the I. P. B, that “this meeting
Is an answer to the union officlals
who say the unorganized do not
want to joln the unlons®

) naw applications were recaived
at the mass meeting,

A resolotion presented by Gor.
don, calling for the opening of the
books of the A, F. I. unlons and &
drive to unlonize the entlre Indus-
try, was greeted with a foreat of
Filsed hands uananimownsly endors-
Ing it
R

CENTRISM AND THE
FOURTH INTEERNATIONAL

A timely and important arti-
cle by L. D. Trotsky on the sab-
Ject of centristn and the pro.
ceas of regroupment in the inter-
national labor movement appears
in this lssue on page 3.

Government
Inquisition for

The Workers

Questionaire Pries Into
Private Affairs

In an effort to break the splrlt
of the unemployed, the Roosevelt
adminlstration through the local of-
fices of the OWA s forcing & Poau-

der the threat of immedlate dis-
charge.
be sworn too before & notary public
asks Information on relatives, past
employers, ofthers living in  house-
bold, union afliations, ete., ete

An army of sopopers from  the
Clty Welfare Dept, is  also being
mobilized to follow up the question-

the inltimate affalrs of all CWA
relatives, fellow
friends. The form drawn up by the
past masters of snooping, the City
Welfare Dept., as an  application
for rellef, has been “Improved” up-
of by these sopporters of the “MNew
IHIlII

The “forgotten man™ s being re-
membered and with o vengeance,
Mot only the forgotten man bot his
uncles and his aunts, bhis  fellow
momers, any ona that ever loaned
him & dollar—or for whom he
worked g day—all are {0 be remem-
bered and investigated,

The questlonnalre states “any
pror person that shall sell or ox-
change supplies or artlcles furnish-
¢d him for velief....or dispose of
them in any other way than as
directed shall be quilty of a mis-
demeanor”, “Poor persons”, it seems,
are In a different category under
the law from democratic politiclans,

Have you a car? Have yod an
ingurance poliey? Doss any mom-
ber of your family work? What ia
the address of your local wunlon?
License plate of ear? Evidently
they are in search of the car which
Hoover placed In every garage. The
road of the unemployed to the boast-
ed Roosevelt prosperity at $13.44 &
wesek i3 through the paoper's oath.
Need more be sald to characterige
the New Dweal and the Capltalist
aystem wihch spawned it,

Mobllized by their organizations
the Indignation of the WA work-
era ls crystalllzing in demonstra.
tons, mass meetings and organlza-
tlonal campalgns, The Association
of Civll Works Employees and the
Unemployed Workers' Unlon, among
the first to react to this new threat,
are pushing a campalgo of organi-
zation while carrylog on the strong.
est protest agalost the goestionsine
and the mass layolfs, —H.

uPnuperl Oa th:@

perc's Oath on all CWA workers un-

A questionaire which maat

oaire by delving thelr snouts into

workers, wives and familles, other
reomers  and

Forced on Government Employees

Col. Walter Delamater, Local C. W.
A. ndministrator, announced an im-
mediate lnyoll Involving 54,000 men,
the project along Riverside Drive
has heen reduced to a  skeleton
foree, and the order iz under way
to knock off every big park pro-
ject ountslde of Central Park. This
specifically conecerns the thousands
working in Highbridge and Towood,

This move had béeen carefully
prepared for. The mechanlsm was
glmple,. On paper, all OWA workers
have been given the right to organ-
lze, In cffect, organization on the
job was forbidden. The first step
empoyed In breaking any splrit of
“ngitation™ wna the nse of 8 trans-
fer  alipe. All  suspocted workers
were tronsferred, malnly to River-
side. This can partly explain the
militant spirit of this Riverside
outfit which, a short time ago,
knocked off work and marched down
in mass pritest against wage-cuts
becnuse of cold weather,

The “Pink" Discharge Slip

However, this move wan Ineffas.
tive and the bosses resorted to fir-
ing. Every foreman on the job
wis given the right to fire anybody
he caréd to. All he had to do wam
lo present the worker with a pink
discharge allp. With that, & con-

New York Cliy.—The latest fad
of the governmeént, the “‘guestion-
alre" lssued to all CWA workers,
deslgned to throw the OWA In N, Y,
State into the hands of the Home
Hellef Bureaw, is now clearly re-
vealed as nothing more than o teick.
All alomg the line the workers have
been led to belleve that there would
be no mass layoffs, and that the
ald projects were to be continued
under o Déw aEeney.

1L, Get the Gate

Begloning Monday, March 12, be-
fore the gquestlonalres had even
been torned In  for examination,

Big May Day
Edition of the
Militant

Extensive plans are belng mnde
by the editorial board of the Mili-
tant to get out a speclal May Day
lsame this year aod to ensare ks
distribution on & far wider scale
than we have ever achieved belore
with a slngle Issge. To make (his

i possible the cooperation of all the
branches of the League ood all
Milltant Bailders Is necessary. Noext
week we will report In detail some
of the plans for the Moy Day issue,
Here we wart to emphasize {wo
essentlal polnts;

1. May Day greetings to the new
party of the Fourth Internstional
amd itz banoer.bearer, the Militant.
All branches, sympathizing organi-
gations and individual sapportars
who wish to testify to their sup-
port of the Militant in Its historic
stroggle can ald us materlally In
producing a big May Day lssue by
sending greetings to the Milltant for
publication in the special issue, The
cost of the space for the greetings
will b one dollar per inch. Kvery
supporter of the Militant should
make It a polot of honor to have
his greetlng in the May Day issoc,

2. Order extra bondlesa of the
May Day lssue and send cash with
the order. We are so close to the
cloth In fAnances that we will be
able to buy paper and print only as
many extrn papera of Che special
frsoe as are pald for in advoncs,

The rate for this special Issue s
ong cent per copy. We grge  all
bramehes to put ln blg orders for
this Important speclal lssme and to
get the ordera in early. Next woeek
we will begin to report the orders,

In addition to branches, however,
individoal subseribers shonld take
it open themselves to spread the
message of the Militant this May
Day. For one dollar you can secnre
a handred May Day Militants. Why
not order a4 hondred for free dis-
tribution In your shop or neighbor-
bhood or at workers’ meatings?
Addresa all bundle orders
greetings to:

The Militant,
126 East 16th Street,

nd

854 New Subsl!

The allk workers of Paterson have
been given a wage-cuk.

The sorrliest feature of the wage-
cut Is that It actoeally came about
through the votes of the workers

With the addition of sixty-five
new subs the drive reglstered a new
bigh record: 854. The complate re-
cord up to date follows:

representatives themselves who were

. Holz i maneuversd by the bosses on  the
Loz Angeles Br. G Industrial Relations Board to vote
M. Horwitz b for it “In order mot to break.the
Buffalo Br. 4 confract.” A great ferment hag de
G. Ellis 4 veloped among the workers becapse
D. Fogel 4 of this. All along they have besn
M. Gendelman 4 expecting wage Increases as  the
C. Hoffman 4 bosses promised when the strike
T. Mill 4 was settled. A so-called “gentle-
Salt Lake Clty Br. 4 men's agreament” was made at the
W. Toupin 4 time of the sirlke's concluslon. In
H. Bukut 4 view of the unlon's promlse to or-
D, 'Dwrer 4 ganize the rest of the industry the
M. MoLagd 4 bosses agreed to lncrease wages
at. Lonls Br. 4 within 60 days after the strike and
L. Murphy 4 put clocks on every loom. Putting
M. EKoehler 4 clocks on every loom means that
C. Genfan 4 every plck woven would be auntoma-
R. Carlson 4 tically recorded and so insure com-
plete paFment for the work done.

TOTAL BS54 The settlement was made on the

That leaves us only 146 subs to
ED to reach oor gogl of 1,000 new
subs on the special Club Plan of
four prepaid six-months sub cards
for a dollar, Can we do it within
the next two weeks? We think it
can ba done. What do oor Milltant

basls of 32 for 100,000 picks. Still
oo move has been mads by the boas-
e3 to Introdoce the clock aystem,
The sllk cloth ks still measored by
the boss in his private office and
the chiseling on yardage still con-
tinnes. It goes without saying that

New York Local 384
Minneapolis Br. 108
Kansas Clty Br, 48
Pittasburgh HRr, 32
Mew (Castle Br. 24
L. Brown 20
Boston Br, 14
J. Hamilton 12
A Teacher 1z
Chicage Br. iz
Youngstown Br. 12
F. Simington B
Philadelphia Br, &
M. Bteinbach .|
Chicage Friends of

Militant Club B
Davenport Br. g
I». Marcua B
. L. 8
J. Ruby 8
G. Papcun 8
8. Hardy 8
L. Goodman 8
Q. Parker -

Bullders say? there Is #till no pay for such dead

stant stream of “drops”, prefaced
by the simple word—lnsubording-
tHon—poured Into the main office.
The insubordinates were carefgly
pleked and then the axe descended.

The present mass lay-off slipa

bore the words: Discharge due to
excess quota; orders from Wash.
ington (which means Roosevelt,
who has been hommering away
night and day to have all OWA men
fired).
Washington saya that 1t cannot
1al‘mr|;1',* to pay the wages of CWA
workers, and Mayor La Guardia o
Tuesday's papers announces that
the city cannot afford to pay them
any rellef, Belween them both
they wash thelr bands of any re=
sponsibillty for the unemployed mil-
Hons, and, with gallons of crocodile
tears, send them off to starve,

—G. 6.
Tough Luck for Bright Boy

Five yenrs ago . Thomas Edison
named a committee to select the
“brightest boy in Amerlca®™ to be
educated at Edison’s expense in the
hopgd that he might follow in the
great Inventor's footsteps. The boy
selected, Wilbur B. Huston, 16,
Seattle, Wash,, recelved a scholar-
ahip In the Masaschusetts Instiiwte
of Technology and speclalized In
chemistry, his favorite study, grad.
uating with high bomors last June.
Returning home, he was unable to
find employment in his chosen line
a0 took the first job he found open,
ordinary hand labor. “And I'm
locky to have that kind of a job,”
young Huston sayas philosophically.
He has plenty of time yet to justify
thit faith Thomas Edisen put in bim.

—Exchange,

Oh yeah!

CUT W AGE OF PATERSON TEXTILE WORKERS

work a8 fixing a smash caopsed by
faulty looms and bad sllk. The
contract, howevar, calls for the pay-
ment of Bfty cents an hour for flx-
ing & smash. Very few shope pai
this,

Agnlost a solid, militant reslst.
ance, the tactics of the hosses would
prove frultless, But the wuanlon
must Arst be consolldated. To this
day there are rat ghops in Paterson
runoing T or more looms per man
like the Maxwell. Why? With a
militant unilon leadership not a
loom would ron in any scab shop.
But there's been pussy-footing and
a8 a result Pennsylvanila and other
silk sectlons have not been organ-
lzed.

B0 long a8 these disastrous polic-
led are contimued the workers will
remain at the mercies of the bosses,
The preseot cut will not only he
Tollowed In the future by other cuts
In Paterson itself bot will mesult in
a drive agalnst living conditions In
underpaid and unorganized sections
elsewhere. These In turn will be
used &8 a club to beat down the
standards In Paterson in particolar
and the Industry In general. There
is only one way out of this viclous
eirele, a strong, militant unlon In
Paterson, which would be the bul-

wark of a stroog natlonal federa-

tlon of silk workers along indos-
trial limes. Soech A unlon will pot
come into exlstence until a militant
left wing Iz formed In the Paterson
logal to drive and Aght for the silk
workers. HSuch a Left wing wounld
vitallze the A, F, B. W.

The wage cut must be fonght ; the
bosses must be made to understand
that any attempt to drive the wages
below the standards already set wil]
be met and defeated. Agaln it
should be repeated there i oaly
one way to do this, consolldate the
union, turn it {oto a militant and
powerful weapon not only of de-
fense, not only to prevent wage-cuts
but to Improve the conditions in the
industry a3 8 whole. The union
miast demand the immedlate fmsti-
tution of the clocks, payment for
smashes and bad warps. Every shop
in Paterson must be a union shop
The Amerlean Federaflon of 8k
Workers must take the Initlative to
organize all the other sllk centers,
ezpecially Pennaylvania.

—A SILE WORKER.
m

GRammercy 5-9524 - - .

This is the phone number of the
Milltant, The Communist League
ind the International Workers
Hchool,




