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Austrlan |<ers Flght Hlst0|c Battle
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LEON

TROTSKY l

AUSTRIA NEXT IN ORDER |

[ Alwost o year ago, ou Mavel 23,
1033, Leon Trotsky wrobte an analy-
sld of the relutionship of forces in
Avmirin awdl the preblems of  fhee
working cluss confronted by Hounn-
prtism aud Fascism, This stody,
while obviously net applicable o
the present event= in thelr entlrety,
peverthioless retalns  an  essentinl
valldity In 80 many respects as (o
Inveat the extructs which we repro-
duce below with o portieolay tinme-
lineaz which will, wmoreever, e of
great value o facilitating an un-
derstanding of the tarbulent events
naw  ecenreing  before our eyes.—
Fal. )
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Dhgspdte the expevlences of liaby
and rermany, the leaders of (e
Anstrlan soeclal democraey o nol
understand the sltuation. In order
to live and breathe, these people
must fool themselves. This  they
connot do otherwlise thou by [ool-
ing the proletarink.

Baner places the blame for the
defeat in Germany upon the Com-
munlsts,. We are not the ones to
defend the German Stalinists?  Hut
their chiief erime oongist= in thelr
having given the socisl  democrats
the possibility of presvrving ihelr
inflopence unpon the basle part of
the Germon  proletaviat  and  of
loading vpon it the tactic of debas-
ing and ratal capltulation, despite
all the crimes aud betrayals com-
mitbed by the socinl democracy. In
esstnee Haver's policies are no dif-
ferent Ieom the policies of Wels-
stampfer. But there is a  distine-
tiom. Bauver will be upable to shift
the responsibility upon the Austrian
dStallnlats, who hove managed to
doom fthemsalves to complete im-
potence. The Ausirian sockal dem-
ocrney s not only the lepding party
of the proletariat, but s the strong-
est soclal democratle party in  the
world as regards the population,
The pollitlcal responsibllity lles up-
on the Austrinn scecial democrvacy,
solely and entirely. AU the more
fotal will prove to be the consequ-
coces of s preseot policles,

The Ausito-Marxists asay—0I we
are deprived of liberty, then Wwe
shall #ight to “the end”., By such
sgubterfuge they want to “galn"”
time for thelr vaclllatlons, when fo
reality they are losing the most pre-
clous time for the preparcatlon of
defense.  After the epemy deprlives
them of liberty, it will be o hop-
dred times more difdeult to Aght,
for the liguidation of rights will be
accompanted by military and police
destructlon of the proletarian press
and the proletarian apparatn=s, The
enemy preépares and acts while the
soclal democracy bldes its time and
whines. The Vorwaeris also  re
peated times lunumerable :
“Woe to Fuascism, If it wveniures
egalpat usl" The events have de-
monsirated the value of such rhet-
orle, The party which proved in-
capable of glving battle when It
held in its bands almost Impregna-
ble positions and powerful resources
will crimble Into dust when it 1s
complétely expelled from the legal
BErdna.

By thelr scemingly dresdfv] bt
in reality pathetic chorus of “If we
ure attacked”, the Austro-Marzists
reveal their genulne sulfering, they
still hope that things will be left
in peace, that things, God help s,
will not go beyond mutual threats
and waving of fista. What this
means s that they are ¢hloroform-
ing the proletariat to facllitale
Faacist surgery. A geoulne prolet-
arlan politiclan, on the contrary,
would be duty bound to explain to
the Apstrian workers that thelr
clags epemy, himself, has been
capght betwesn the pawsa of his-
tory ; that no other way out remsaing
for him except to destroy prole-
tarlan organizations; that in this
instance there s oo eacaping the
mortal struggle; and that  thia
ptruggle must be prepared for In
wecordance with all the rules of
revolutlonary strategy and toctics.

Otto Baaer has been hinting that
In the event of a direst atitnck on

| Fascist
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will resort to a general strike. But
hls too 18 an emply threat. We
nave heard It more than once in
GZermany. The general strike can-
oot be proeduced oot of one's vest
pocker, The workers may be led to
i genernl strike, but to do 80 ope
giiisl fAght and not play hide and
seck with realliy; a call to battle
st be imued, one must organize
for the stroggle, arm for the strog-
gle, widen and decpen the channel
of struggle, oot confine oneself io
the legal forms of struggle, L e, the
framework dictated by the armed
enemy. And first of all, the party
itself muet be permeated through
and throngh with the fdea that wo-
less i epngages In o decisive bhattle,
it = loat,

It i= fquite posible that the Ceén-
o0l Committee will actoally lsue

a call for a general sirike, smiter
the “open™, (that Iz to say, the de-
cisive) blow has been dealt. Buot
this would mean that after leaving
the stage, one calls upon the mosses
or g naked protest, or manifesta-
ilons of impotence, Just so did the
Liberal oppoaltion call wpon the peo-
ple not to pay thele taxes after the|
moparch had told it te go to hell
Ag o rule, nething ever came of it
In all probabdlity, the workera will
oot respond ot all to the belnted
and hopeless appeal of o party al-
rendy smashed.

But let us allow thet the Fosclsts
will give the social democracy time
encugh to call for a general strike
at the last minuie, and that the
workers will respond solldly te the
call., ‘What then? What iz the
goal of the gencral strike? What
must it achieve? In what forms
must I develop? How showld
defend itself against milltary and
palice represslons, and agalost the
pegrom?  Wisedacres  will
reply that it is Impoessible to aogs
wer such guestions beforehand. That
is the usual subterfuge of people
who have nothing to sy, who hope
in their hearts to get atong without

(Cont{inusd on Page 2)

C.P. Disrupts
GardenMeet

BULLETIN—As weé go to press,
uews comes of the disgrmceful eon-
duet of the Stalinists In disrupting
eridoys Madison Sguare Garden
meeting held in solidaplty with the
herale  Austrian  workers. Called
oy the Hoclalist party and varlous
M. XL teade uolons the Garden was
picked with about 22,000 workera
of all politlcal oplnions. The Stal-
inists could pot run the meeting so
they employed nll means te distapt
ft?

Clarence Hathaway attempted to
take the platform to speak to the
masses nsaembled, A fGght started.
Btallnists shonted: “We want Hath-
away". Chalra were flung from
the baleony. Throughout the hall
fights broke out, The Stallnlsts
who had shouted “Communists and
Hovlallars ! Unfte and Fight!”
showed what they meant by thls
glogan! Miseducated and mmlaled,
the Btnlnist workera condoeted
themselves in A shameful manner.

Thousande of workers, thousands
of trade unionista, Right and Left,
saw what happened. The Stalln-
Ists showed the workers whom t(hey
are trylng to win over what a farce
thelr demands for free apeech and
workers' demoeracy are, Left Ing
workers nof tled by Stalloist dis-
cipline left the hall cuarslng the
Ztalinista.

What ammunitlon for the RIght
wing labor fakers! What an in-
strument in the hands of the Bo-
clallst leaders! ‘The nnlnltilteﬂr
worker will confoss this metfon with
Communism! Troe Communists
denounce auch disruptive tactics as
anti{!-ummunlnt aond antl-worklog

Plous resolutions approving the action of the Ausirian proletariat
in fighting determinedly against Faseism are already plentiful. Inter-
pally disropted demonstratione of protest against the bloody terror of
Dollfuas have already disgraced the worliers' movement in New York. In
any concrete sense the American working elass has thus far dome ex-
coedingly litle to demonstrate the eoncern it mawt feel for the iate of
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proletariat,

There is no time to waste in bringing aid and comfort to the work-
ers of Austris. Messages of sympathy and encouragement, really power-
ful mass demonstrations of protest and solidarity, evem materiak assist-
ancs can be sent from this country to Ausirin, The faect thal a govern-
ment cemsorship exists and that the usual facilities of commioniea)bon
ane closed, does not make such collaboration, in this momendouws sfruggle
impossible, There are technical means avallable for carrying cul every
desirable action. Ouly the will is netessary.

The §ime has ecome onee again when all efforts must be directed
toward bringing about a unied, miltant, poweriul mass participation in
the struggle agalnet Fasclst meaction. Owdy such a united front will en-
able tha American workers to make to ithe Ausirian struggle the contri-
bution which it should be thdir pride to male,

To hring! this and about, & wnited front conference is neckssary al
onoe. ‘The Conwnunist party, the Sociallst panty, A. F. L. unions, every
other working class organization should participate, Despite the many
impoflant diferences among them—and no united fromt can be permit-
ted to obecura thess—Ihire is a busls for joint action in this all-impert-
aod maiter, The active support of the Aghting Auvsirian worliers, the
smashing of Austrian Fascizm, for the erushing of eounter-revolutionary
ervention in Austris—these are no sectarlan matters. They are the
concern of the whole elass, He who prevends unity on this guestion,
buorkes a- kmife in the backs of the heroes of Yienna,

The Communist Leagoe of America stands ready (o do ils ulmost 1o
bring such a wnited front info heing at once.

| HOTEL sRKe |

BULLETIXN

dJust s The Militant goes to press comes the report that the Holel
Men's Associslion has rejected the agreement which, according to the
heads of the Heglonal Labor Board, they had previcusly accepted. The
struck bhotels all during the day had been refusing to take hack the
strikers according to the terms of the agreement, Now it is reported
they are insisting on the notorious “merit clanse” under which the active
miliants among the strikers would be Blacklisled.

Great indignation selred the mass of strikers at this double-cross
of the hotel bosses, The general strike has been declared on again in
full foree, and at this writing the strilkers are sweeping tlwough  the
botel disriet in a stormy mass parade.

(The following editorinl wos written after the aceoeplances of the
agreement by the membership meeting. The new developments give ndo
reason to change the viewpoint expressed in the editorial but, o our
opinlon, only &dd smphasis to L. At the present critical juncture plaio
eponking on every issne ls necesaary~—Editors of The Mijitant,)
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A compromise settlement of the general strike of the New York
hotel workers negotinted through the Hegional Labor Board was ac-
cepted by a vote of the strikers at a mass meeting on Thursday Febru-
ury 15th. Already, however, there nre reporis of vielutioos of the agree-
ment by five hotbels,

The agreement provides that all sivike breakers ore o be dis¥harg-
&d, and all strikers put back on the job. The rebhiring of strikers s Lo
e commiited in not later than two weeks and oo new men are to be
employed until all strikers have been put back on the job, “Che arrange-
ments for the reinstatement of the strikers in their jobs are 1o bhe made
with the hotel mansgement by shop committees consisting of delegates
reoan the shiogs,

Within two weeks after the men have gome back to work the Re-
glonal Labor Board {s toe open hearings on the guestion of working con-
ditions, howrs, apiit-watch, ete., with the Ilotel Assoclation of New York
City and lodividual botels. At these heariogs the orgaplzed hotel work-
&rs are o be represcoted by the union. Such are the terms of the agree-
ment. It can b taken for granted that the Hotel bosses will tey in
every way to violate and sabotage the agreement. Everyiblog depends
new oo the firmness and solidavity of the strikess I enforcing the
agreement,

While the main objectives of the great struggle—complete recogui-
tlon of the union and detinlte wage increases gnd shortening of honrs—
have not been attnined kn the first test of strength, the conditions of the
settlement provide a basis for (bhe mpaintenance and development of the
unien aod the actual achievement of ts claims in the next period. The
hotels were hard hit by the strike, as the conoesslons they have agreed
to demonstrate, wod if the unlon holds its ranks fArmly aod presses
forward at every polnt, the establishment of a powerful union In the
industry under the banber of the Amnlgameted Food Workers will be a
cartainty.

Here everything of conrse depends on the strength and militancy
of the workers and their rellance on that -alons, The agreement negotl-
ated through the NRA can beécome a trap for the workers, a means of
disarming them and of paralyzing thelr organized struggle, or it cam
open the path for a forther development of this struggle and the accom.
plishment of higher aims. The agreement In itself ends nothing  and
settles nothing. The relation of forees will decide. The ending of the
strike doet not end the struggle againgt the rapicious exploiters: it only
thanges its form. If the workers understand that and maintain their
solldarity and aggressiveness in the next stage of the struggle, they can
establish their unlon on a permament foundation and confront the hosses
henceforth as an organized power,

The Aght of the hotel workers for organization has been conducted
agalnst heavy odds from the begloning, The New York hotels represent
powerful aggregations of capital, Not since 1918 has any union arisen
that was able to challenge them. It I8 to the glory of the Amalgam-

A Umtcd Front on AustriaI CopsSlugWorkers

|n Austria Protest

Memonstraling thelr  solidarity
with thelr herole  Anstrian  com-
riveles, SO0 militant workers par-
aied Lo the Avnstrian Consnlate at
i I% M., Wi, Feb, 14, where they
were Joined by thonsands of others.
Soveral hundreed police, monnted and
on foot, bentally charged into the
crowd again and again in an effort
to stop one of the most milltant de-
monstrations ever seen in N, Y. C.
Carrying réd Hags and banners, de-
nonneing Fascism and pledging sol-
idarity with their comraudes on the
barrleades In Aunstela, the workers
kept their lines solld and marched
around the block where the Con-
sulate Is lecated.

The demonstration  which was
originally called by the 8.P. & YP3L,
was aupported by all  Left  wing
workers and wis 8 splendid united
front action, marred only by the ef-
forts of the Stalinlsta to disTopt
the Hocialist marching lines. AMem-
biers of the Communist Leagae soc-
eegding in getting lenders of the
¥, P 8 L, and ¥, O, L. together
and averted a serlous clagh between
the marchers. Following the (le-
monstration one seetion of the work-
ers marched «down  Fifth Avenue
and dispersed at Unlon Bquare,

Stalinists marched to the Work-
era' Center. Sociallsts held a hrlef
mesting at the Rand School and
then dispersed,

Strikers Take “Militant”

The special hotel strike numbers
of The Milltant sold abont 1500 cop-
les ab the  strike halls,  SBtrikerss
prajsed its attacks on Btalindst dis-
ripbers aml Right wing elements,

The Militant was the only paper
Lo glve substontlal space Lo (he
strike, amd to defend from the be-
ginning to the present the interests
of the ronk-and-file. Strikers bonght
it, pasted cllppdngs from I on the
strike hall walls, and guoted from
it. The Daily Worker spoke of the
atrike only to try to  dismpt L
Right wing strike leaders spoke
only of The Evening Post, because
it was the solitary capltallst rag
nat to knife the strike steadily, and
interfered with Militant salesmen,

Show Proletarian Will

InWarAgai

instFascism

The aleventh hour bas strack In
Ansfria,

With a superhb herolsm which has
cvoked the prpdging admirvation of
even the capitalist press abroad, the
Anstrian proletariat is tghting de-
sperately for its life, And what
denthless pages it s writing  with
itg owh blood! What a thrilling
apirit of selfless soerifice, fearless-
ness and determination it Iz dis-
aying! What militane in  the
ranks of the worklug class all over
the world does not feel his blood
pound furioosly, and his pride rlse
at the thought of belng o soldler
in that intermational army whose
vanguard battle the Aostrian work-
ers are now fehing!

‘The honor of the proletariat, e
amirched by ity established leaders
lon Crermany who last vear droagged
it in the mod of capitulation and
nmecdless defeat, 13 belug  retrieved
by the nameless immortals on Aus-
iria’s blood-soaked barricades.

Where arve they now, those who
sutered st the working class fur Jis
defeat in Germany, who would ot
givg that it was only a bitter epis-
ode In the censsless battle that will
end only with the emancipation of

all the oppressed? The proletariat
ol § o rewre g IF sor bhan ¢ Patbm

wi o o
when onee they begin to draw from
them, what Immense reservolrs of
courage and endurance are  thelcs
te tap, how lofty are the helghts
of herolam they can seale,

Clad in “old rubber jackets, rag-
ged irovsers and broken shoes”, the
revolntionary proletarint has never-
theless held ont til now with only
“rusty rifles, some hand grenades
nod a few score  moachine guns™.
Thelr fortressés are thelr homes of
brick amd glass, Thelr trenches
are hastily thrown up  bareleades,
Thelr auxiliary troops are  thelr
women and children.

Arrayed agalnst them are all the
forces of reaction. Fleld pieces,
howitzers and even neval ordinmnes
have been moved up to demolish in
brief and merciless bombardments
the model apartment buoildings
which the Viennes¢ workers ware
tapght to regard as  lmperishable

French Gov't
In War Move

It was the murder.of an Austrinn

Archiuke which provided the signal
for the world war of 1914-1818, To-
day Fraopce as well as all  other
capitalist countrlies is glrding s
loins for & new Imperialist war,
Eunrope will ot go to war over
Aunastria, but already the French gov-
eronment s taking steps which Io-
dicate, that Aunstria may agein pro-
vide the sigoal for war. The for-
matlon of 8 Right cabinet by Dou-
mergue, as & resnlt of the distorb-
ances of last week, has led directly
to & pew tenslon In the lnternation-
al politienl situation.

The Doumergue Cablnet has plae-
ed the control of forelgn affairs in
the hands of g “directorate”™ of four:
Donmergee himself, Barthou, Flan-
iy and Tardlen. Doumergue is a
bitter reactiomary, a professionnl
Red-baiter and Imperialist. Tardien
iz thee chief polltical agent of the
French stesl trust and armament
indpstry, headed by the Comite des
Foregs. Not Polncare himaelf s
more belllcose than this guartet.

An “Aggressive Tooe™

Whereas Paul- Boncour, as For-
elgn Minister, met Hitler's rearming
activities with a fleed of talk about
legal questionz, the new guoartet
shows a different aititude. In reply
to the German note of January 19
asking questions regarding French
armament and war plana, the Doo-
mergue Cabinet has taken what the
New York Times calls “an aggres-
sive tone, using some phrases that
sound almost like an ultimatum.”
France réfuses to disarm and de-

Priests Bless
Fascist Guns

Muany Cathollc workers were as-
tounded to read in the capitalist
press dispatches from Vienos that
the Coatholic Storm Troopers {of
Dollfuss' Patriotle Front)  joloed
the troops in shooting dowo work-
ers, and that Catholic priesta made
A house Lo house canvass to roysa
thelr Hocks to volunteer as killers.

What astounded these Catholle
workers? The marriage between
Fasclam and the Catholic Church
has long been consummnted In Aws-
iria; for the only quarrel of the
church with Hitler and Xussolini—

monnments o an unmolested “grow-
ing over o secialism.” At the
Brenner Pass, the avtillery of Mus-
=alini's leglons polots down mebie-
ingly upon the civil wor in Ans
trfa, reéady ot o moment’s nothee (0
fire ioutg the ranks of the proletar-
fat. At the North it is threatened
by the EHitler bamds, From  the
West looms the threat of Bereoger :
un army of the intersational coun-
wer=-revolution to ocoupy any port
of Austrin over which the red Hag
will o,

Drynk with the kuowledge of the
resgurces upens Which e can draw
—uot B wuch for his own preser-
vution as for the crushiong of the
relels—ihe vepulsive dwarf who 1s
ouanentarily clofbhed witlh the noth-
wrily of the Chancellovship is seek-
ing Lo escape cbscuority by nfamy,
To the luurels of a minlature Nap-
oleon he must weeds add the reputa-
fion of o Gallifer, Bliuded by an
ciaggerated sense of big ewn per-
manence be dogs wot realize © that
wihen the borrible maszaere ke has
ordercd s ended, uod if he sueceads
i exterminating the party whose
leaders” toleration maide posslble
his tenure of oflice from the oulser,
the moment will have arcived wheun
ihe pame of Dollfuss will disappear
il the ssme oblivion as that of
vou Papen and Schlefcher who eon-
Joyed & cimilarly brief wotorlety.

Hemmed jn though thay are by

proater  oymbers, (e goclallst
masses are Aghting with au obdur-
acy and defiance which is without
equal in recent tlmes, Driven from
ole pasition, they appesr the next
moment in aonother. In mapy places
thelr machine guus, rifles and
Matols are proviog the ecgual oud
evenn the superioy of the coemy's
artillery becauss of the lmitless
courage aud solidarity with which
they are fighting. Without the su-
pevior milltary  eguipment of the
repction, Dollfuss ood the mercon-
arles of the Helmwehr, who march
much betfer on u ratlon of  beer
thau on o ration of bullets, would
huve proved a sorry match for the
sitried ronks of  Ausirin's  prole-
wrinl.  And even sy muatters stand,
the puicome of the titanle battle is
by no peans detenuined in advance
at thiz wreiting.
Thaut the cmbattled workers have
stood their ground even for o long
u time ls still more lmpressive o
conglderation of the tremendous
bupdieap weler which they launch-
el thelr rewvolt.

Austria i3 net Germany. Here
o one need go fur aticeld in seeking
the Achilles bheel. XNo nesd bere fo
apend time in mathematleal com-
putations which are to establish
the ratlo of responsibility respec.
lively borne by social democrats
sud Stalinists, Here the caricature
of Communlsm reprosented by the
Intter reached that imit of absurd-
ity which was eguivalent to its total
disgppenranes from  the  politlesl
scene, unaccompanied by the slight-
est comvulsion,

For geed  ov  evil, the =soclal

that the church be glven a high
ancught ploce Iz the Fasclat astate—
was clearly settled the very day
that Dollfnss announced his Fase-
st plans,

It was last September, at the cele-
bratlon of the 250th Annolversary of
the slege of Vienna, in the Helden-
platz before the former Imperial!
Pulace, that Dollfuss, fanked by
three searlet-robed Cardinals  and
thelr Brother-lo-God, the Papal
Legote from Rome, anncanced his
progeam of a Catholle Fascist State,
“Woe will build up," declaved Doll-
fuss, bowing to the churchmen, “A
Catholiec German State which slll
be thoroughly Austriaon upon a cor-
porative, guthorltarian basls.” With
this pguarantes from the head of
the neéw Fasclat state, it s no won-
der that Catholle priests go from
house to howse recruiting volun-
teer klllers,

Dwollfusas himself has always been
a pillar of the Church, It was pride-
fuly reported In the Catholic pa-
pera of Austrin that, when he was|

democracy was tantamount to the
politienl expression of the working
claga of Auwstrin. Upon ks lenders,
and  exclusively wpon thelr shoul-
ders, rests (he responsibility for the

course puraued in the past. They
wust be judged secordipgly.
The internatiopsl social dem-

ceriey, which experlenced its, see-
ond catnstrophic  historical bank-
raptey i the capitulation to Hitler
which, with the ald of the no less
ignoble wonduct of the Stalinist
leadership, left the German peole-
turiat paralyzed with bewilderment
und prostrate—ijs now trylog to re-
furbish itz arms in the light of the
flares of Austrin's civil war. The
eternally diseredited 2o0d Intoroa-
tional, which ninetesn years after
the first one, inficted a second 1914
uponr the German working class,
iz mow secking to restore its ex-
ploded prestlge by a parasitic as-
socintlon with the herolsm of the
Aunstrian rebels,

In vain! History will never per-
mip B!

YWhat i there in common beiwean

the part of the enomy, the workers!c
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