The impending congresa of the
ruling party of the Hoviet Union
is belng called upon to give Its
approval of the political leadership.
{he economlc plan and the work of
the Comintern, in accordance with
g formuls prepared in  advance,
However, these toree closely loter-
conuected spheres present g oumber
of Lurning gquestious which the con-
gress canogt and does oot want 1o
puswer, Mot beciuse thess ques-
tlens conilict with the interests of
the workers' state but becaunse their
very presentation is  Incompatible
witn the loterests of the ruling bu-
FEANSILCT.

First of all: why wasn't & rego-
lar party congress convened in three
jears and elght months? Under
the most onerous condltions of un-
derground struggle and emigration,
from the yenrs 1903 to 1907, four
congresses took place: in Brussels-
London, Geneva, Stockbolm  amd
agaln in London. The years of Te-
action and of the complete decline
of the party that set in, Interrupted
the regular successlon of Congress
¢f. Only in 1912 did a Bolsehvik
conferenes gather in Progue, equi-
valent Iln importance Lo o cONETESs.
Mo sooner did the revolutionary
movement revive (1912-1914) than
the war broke out.

In April 1917 a new party con-
ference is called, similarly equal 1o
importanpes  to a congress.  Four
months later, at the end of July
1917, under conditions of seml-il-
legality, the Sixth party congress
assembles nnd sets out the political
premises for the October uprising
Elght mouths later a new  party
congress is called upon to solve the
Zrest-Litovek  dizagreements, The
followlng five congresses &re o060
veped at regular intervals of &
year, and each of them marks an
important epoch in the development
of the party and of Soviet polley.
Each congress is preceded by a
digeusslon unfolded with complete

freedom.

Such was the reglme prlor to the
death of Lenin and prior to ihe
declaration of war agalnst “Trot-
gkvism”, The 13th and 14th <om-
gresses alveady took place after
great delays, necesgitated by back-
gtage bureancratic mancavers. The
15th congress was called, contrary
to the party statules, more than
two years after the 14th: it was
necesgary first to smash the opposi-
o, In the autnmn of 1827  the
Central Committee decided —al-
though the statotes did not and
eould mot grant it such o right—to
convene all future congresscd every
two yvears. This declslom was car-
rled mot withouwt inmer friction in
the apparatus itself: it was difficalt
to explain openly why the Bolshevik
pariy as a roling party was denled
the right which it enjoyed in the
revolu: lonary  underground:  the
right to control ita apparatus and
to give it iostroctions for the fu-
fure. The 16th congress {June
1030 however, wns convensd Dot
two years after the 16th {Jonuary
1025) but two and a balt years
gfter, that is, already In violation
of the new statutes. Finally, be-
tween the 16th and the 1Tt com-
gresges three and two-thirds years
hove elapsed. During the twenty
months that the Central Committes
ruled by usurpetion, not merely in
fact but according to the letter of
the statutes as well, not a voice
of protest was raised in the party.
For two reasons: (1) oo one be
lieves that the apparatus congréss
{s capable of changing anything in
the work of the ruling summits;
{2) if any one would fry, in his
slmplicity, to protest, he would im-
mediately be expelled from  the
party. The “cleansing” which pre-
ceded the congress expelled fens of
ibousands of people for lesser sins.
It in the classic period of Bolshev-
lsm o discussion lasting & oumber
of weeks preceded the congress, the
present congress was preceded by
f  bureaucratic cleansing which
dragged out for a half & year. Uln-
der these conditions the congress
will be a pooderons parade of the
bureARCTACY.

Liberals and s6clal  democrats
have frequently drawn o wvery su-
perficial analogy between Bolshev
fgm and Fascism, The late Serratl,
tormer leader of the Ifalien Aax-
Imalists and a Communist during
the last years of his life, eald fo
ma in 1914: “To our shame, Mas
gollnt learned more from the Bol-
gheviks than we did” It is mot
necessary to explain the irreconcil-
ability of the aims which the two
principal world currents serve: ome
wants to perpetuate decaying capl:
talist soclety by means of univer-
gal police-rule, the other wants to
linuidate classes and statea by
methods of the revolutionary dicta-
torship, thus liberating soclety and
the human belng. But in the course
of a combat mortal enemies fre-
guently exchange weapons. The
toct 1s that If In the struggle for
power the Fasclsts have borrowed
greatly from Bolshevism then fo
the last perlod the Sovlet bureaw-
eraey has familinrized itself with
many traits of victorlous Fasclsm,

On the Eve of the Congress

Arst of all by getting rid of the
coplral of the porty and eatablish-
ang the cult of the Leader.

It is imposszible to read withouot
fa leegling of embarrassment aod
sometlmes shame the Boviet pross
where In ench c3lomn, 1a ench argi-
cle, each telegrom and report of a
meating, the “Leader” §s bonored
aund praised in fhe very snme un-
changed and universally obligatory
pipreszipng. Even a journalist like
Louls Fischer, who is not very
critical with regard to the Soviet
vuregaperacy, found It pecessaty to
point out the insofferable charac-
cer of these athndardized panegyrics,

The conuvection between deifying
the leader and the leaders (local
iaders are  deiled within  the
dmits of o definkie territory) and
Jee viodatlon of the statotes, the
abolition of eriticizsm of the sum-
aiktg, the convocation of congresses
at arbdtrary intervals, after  even
more prhitrney cleansings—i=s nbeo-
ately  evident, All these phenoem-
sna in thelr entirety mean the lg-
aldntion of the party ms Ao active
political whole that checks, eclects
Al renews its apparntus. The first
guestion which arlses before the
songross remids: where aod why did
vbe Bolshervlk party disappear?

Buwreaveratic Dictatorship and
Rocial Contradictions,

For sgcinl development in  gen-
sril, for proletorian dictatorship ln

gartlenior, & course and porma of!

juare renson canonot be prescribed.
it 18 malve to say that the Soviet
state is moft n dictatorship of the
groletariat nerely on the basis that
Jhe given form of &  dictatorship
loes not correspond to our n prierl
sonceptions. But if reality cannoel
2 Judged by ideal norms, it is just
g inadmissible and noe less  don-
garous to elevate the Soviet reality
inte ap  ideal worm, The historie
Milure of the Comintern is cansed
primarily by the fa¢t that it pro-
slaimed the Soviet siale, more pre-
auely, the Boviect bbavcageraely, as
a eategorie Imperative. Meanwhile,
Jie internntional proletariat as well
a8 the Soviet state itself need noth-
ing more urgently than free, nnhom-
gered Marxzian eriticlam,

The barsh character of the dicta-
tarship is consed by the need of
suppressing the reslstance of  tho
sverthrown rmiling clasgses and (o
nndermine thelr economie  rToots,
ftnt according to the official theory
ihis basle task of the workers'
state is In the main achieved, The
second five year plan will merely
hawie to complete i, The 1Tth parly
conference alrendy  declded—this
declslon 18 now repeated doy Lo
day out—that the task of the second
fAve year plan s not only the “lg-
uwidation of capitnlist elements nnd
clagges in general” but “complete
Hguidation of conzes which cogend-
ar class distinctions and exploita-
tion™ as well, Im the conditions
that the =second five year plan ls
0 ereabe, astate power will have
nothing more to do. The siroggle
ipniust extornnl dongers would re.
gquire, of course, alio In a =oclal-
At seciety, g powerful military or-
ganlzation but by mo means inter-
al government coerclon, oot a pes
rime of eloss dictatorship, Where
he causes disnppesr [he  consequ-

onces #lse disappear,

ralers
8. . believes In such

The second five yeor
plan, ealeulated on & full and com-
plete liguidation of clasa disting-

1a reality oo ooe of the
of the 1. 8.
a pergpectlive.

tions, does nod foresee at all a
mitigation of government coercion,
nor i decrense in the budget of the
. P. 1. The ruling boreaucricy
does not preparé In the least o
give np lts commonding positions,
ot the contrary, it supplies them
with ever mew and more material
guarantees. Coerelon, even within
the formal framework of the party.

Dh‘-ﬂ.sl‘fﬁmtulu within the ubneon-
trolled burenucracy muost be settled
from above, by the “Lender” who
i but the personpification of the ap-
paratus,

But 1f it i3 not a guestion now
af the withering away of the state
subt of jiz  highest Ilontensifieation,
here should be decp soclal contra-
Jietions which glve rise to this pro-
cess, In what direction muost we
.ok for them?

Polemizing in 1832 agninst the
anthor of these linez in the ecalumns
of the Berliner Tageblatt, Radek
cuplained to ug with his usaal play-
JAilness that soeiolism means  the
matignalization of the means of pro-
duetion aud distribution and noth-
ing more, and that if working class
chitilren do oot get enough milk,
thiz Iz explained by the seareity of
vcovws and not by the absence of so-
clalism. Dresplte all itz captivating
gimplieity thisz theory is radically
falze. Boeializm presapposes not

already has such o barsh charac-
ter as it never bad during the years
aoff givil war, Moreover, in all the
eificial speeches and artlcles the
perspeetive of o further Intensiflea-
tion of the methods of the dictator-
ghip s pletured. This crying diver-
pence between two perspectives, the
economie and the political, demon-
strnbes irrefutably that the ruling
burenuerney obvlously does not
know how to make both ends meet
{heoretically.

Young Hoviet theoveticlans, it s
frue, have gitempied (o present the
matter in such a way that the so-
clalist growth of the copntry aod
the Hguwidation of the clusses lead
before our very eyes to the mitiga-
tlon amd wenkening of purely stape
Copctions,  Some  people belleved
them, Louis Fischer, 13 one of his
generally mot very fortunate exear-
zlons Into the realm of theory, fried
to pre=ent the mergiog of e Come-
miszanviat for Towde with the trade-
aunkons fs 1he begioning of the g
widntion of the state, In reality,
we have only n merging of two bu-
reancratle appoaratoses. The  new
statntes of the party, which are
o be ratifed by the ITth congross,
make a decisive (urn towards [he
merging of the siote and the pavty,
—=hut low¥-—by a fAnal amd formal
replacement of the pariy as well as
of the mass Soviets by the single
bureancratic apparatus. It s not
n question of the “whithering” away
cf the state In the Engela sense,
bt on the confrary, of its forther
bourenneratic coneentration, I is
no wonder thot the roling summits
severely rebuked the careless yonng
theoreticinne for attempting to draw
politicnl concingions from the “*liq-
nhilation of the classes™,

The withering away of the party
in the socialist sense of the word
presupposes (he liguidation of pol-
{tics in general, therefore also of
state ecoercion, and signifies the ap-
proach to an anarchistie soclety and
hy no means to a bureancratic re-
gime. 1 it this that we pee In
reality? If “politics™ has disap-
peared in tha 1. B, 8. R. It has dis-
appeared for the masses only. All
politica Iz monopolized, centralized,
perzonalized, It wounld be the great-
eat malvate to think that the con-
stant “delfleaticn’ of the Leader is
engendered by porsonnl bad tnstes
ond by offelal subserviency. This
purely pavchologle ezplanation ex-
plalng nothing. In reality the del-
floation of the leader Is a necersary
clement of the present politieal te-
glme of the U. 8. 8. R. Since the
workers are denled the possibility
of re-electing and directing thele
apparatus, some other Instance s
necessary to solve state problems,
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to he disbonor of the workers to
accept. An  honést  leadership
worthy of the name will have no
need of being ashabed to organ-
fzi itz ranks even for such an out-
come f the copditions lmpoae it
ppan the workers.

But 88 matters stand now, the
hope and prospect for a wvictory
remain unimpaiced. It 18 neces-
siry, however, that (he steps Do
taken which have been kndicated
in these pages on several ocoh-
sions, The rank and file have
shown a saperh spirit, & flawless
golidarity, a gratifying militancy.
There is o donbt that even mora
houses can e pulled ont on atrike
and the movement extended still
further. And thiz [z just what
msut ke done at onee to assure
victory. Boat for this, the Im-
provements in the organlzation
pnd divection of the strike are
cazentinl prerequisltes.

The leadership is the declsive
problem, It must prove capable
of organizing and coordinating
the work, of drawing in all pro-
greasive forees, of discarding all
narrow and cligoe tendencles, of
ingpiring the workers with self-
confllence, of sharpening and ex-
tending the demonstratlons and
picket Hnes by heightening the
morale, of instilling the workers
at the dally mass meetings with
the knowledge and spirit which
alone ¢an make them a cobesive
and battling army.

Any failure to make the neces-

—

sary lmprovements has opened
the  door to the  Stalinist
wreckers, The only way io elim-
inate this dangerous cancer i by
making the necessary corections
and then by dealing with the
Stalinists In the only way per-
miszibla to class consclons mili-
tants : by proviog in objective dis-
cussion and above all in practise,
the superiority of the pollcies and
conduet of the unlon's leadership
to the misleadership of the 15th
street incompelents,
L I 1

For our own part, we stand with
thoze who serionsly pursoe such a
course, and with no one else. And
although we represent only a min-
ority in the ranks of (he Amalg-
amated, w¢ are ready to cooper-
ate with all the progrezsive and
militant forces in the wnlon who
areé marching in the same diree-
tion because they, like we, are
councerned only with the advancs-
ment of the interests of the work-
ergs ghd thelr strike. Especially
a labor strike is the last place
In which a faction monopely or
cllque tendencies can be permit-
ted. Thelr contioued existence
can ooly prove fatal, because they
are an losidlons polson,

A genwinely collective direction
of the strike, a helghtenced note
of militancy, & sérlous  concern
with the organization of the work,
4 sober approach to the prospec-
tive outcome of the. struggle—
these problems, at the end of the
second week, now stand out, full
of promlse that thelr soluotion
will mean the triomph of the
workers and thelr union!

only the nationalization of the
menns of production but also the
abflity of the Ilntter to satisfy all
duman needs.  Precjizely becpuse of
ihiz the old primers stated that
sucialist society 1z possible only on
a «ertain level of development of
the productive forces,

It s trws that socinl democrats
deew from this propositlon the re-
actionary couclusion that the Ruos-
slan proletarlat must not take po-
wer fn general. They came to the
spme conclusion for Germaoy of
1915 as well and through the officers
af Moske hrought this admonishment
forcefully to Karl Licbknecht and
Rosa Luwzsemburg. But ibe conelu-
aiens of the socinl democracy are
no less Ealae (han thoze of Radek,
The theaory of Kautsky, Otto Baver,
Leon Blum aod ofbers nessumes an
extremely harmanlons  evolution
of zocinl forma: having renched the
necesanry malority, the productlve
forces invile Messes, socinlist lend-
ecrs  to power, Everything inkes
place within the fromework of dem-
oeraey with full comfort for all the
participantz. In reality, the prin-
cipal chracteristic of historie de-
velopment 2 the congtant disraption

of 1he  eqnilibrinm tween  the
prodlnetive forees and politics,  io-
shde 1he produactive  forces  them-

apfvas, for example, bedween indos-
ey and ageienltore,  betweesn  the
soeinl weight of the bourgeoiale and
fthe welght of the proletariat, e
tween (he pofential power of the
proletavint aml the renl foree of its
party, eie. Contradictory  historie
conditions forced fhe Russian pro-
letavint to lake power first, al-
though from the point of wilew of
“gengible”  spclallst adcounting I
wolld have been infinitely more
advantageons fir (he proletariat of
tie United Siates, England, or
Germany o have taken power flrst.
Hal the Russinn proletariat, hosw-
ever, vheyed the Mensheviks, mnot
solzed power In 1047 and not oa-
tlenalized the means of production,
Russia would bave been doomed to
the fate of China,

L] L]

However, the disproportions of
the belated and jumpy economie and
caltural development have not dls-
appenred in the diciatorahip of the
proletarint: they hove merely tak-
e on an unrecognizable form. The
productive forces of the T, 8. 8. R.
develop now in a natlonalized form
but they still pasa the stages left
far behind by the advanced capital-
ist countrles—especlally If reckoned
on a4 per caplta basls. From this
[ollow, despite the “liguldation of
classes™, the social contradictions
of Soviet soclety as well as the
great theoretical confuslon of the
leaders.

Hocialism, that s a soclety of
harmonlons produetion and distrl-
bution, presuppeses at any rafe that
all the chlildren shonld drink milk

tg thelr heart's content. If  the
cows are natlonalized but thelr
number 15  Insufficlent, or thele

uwitders dry, It is sl pot socinllsm,
becnuse for lack of milk confilcts
arige: belween the cliy and village,
between the Kolkhoses, Sopvkhoses
and individual peasanis, belwesn
viirions loyers of the proletaciat,
befween all the toilers and. the ba-
regueracy. Precisely these  sharp
congtant conflicts which take on
imevitably a =soelal, and In thelr
tendencleos, a class character, de-
mimrl Ehee  powerful  intervention
(rom obove, that is, state coercion.
Jometimes, we see how o [ght
about milk leads to g maliclons de-
struction of dairy ecattle, and this
forees the government authoritles
o de-nationalize the cow, giving it
back te the peasants as  private
property. Only very recently the
government found itself obliged for
the same rensong to transfer the
horses to Hfetime use of the pens-
pnts, The real key do the puzsle
of burepecratie omnlpotence lles In
thepe rimple facts. We sy, and
not at all for paradox's sake, that
if certain ancient réliglons, alsa be-
causze of insufficiency of cattle, bas-
ed themselves on the bull Apls, the
religion of bureavcratic soverelgonty
bases liself on the cow—not on the
one that exists, buot oo the one
that 1z lacking.

The problem 1s, of counrse, mnot
exhausted by milk, it only beging
with milk and bread. The contra-
dictions passz throngh the whole
gystem of economy and of soclal
relations. The guestion,
is too complicated and requires a
special article.

Janoary 20, 1884
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Another “Victory* for Lewis

The U.M.W.of A.Convention

{Continued from page 1)

crators’ organization, addressed the
convention, But what is the real
glgnifeance of these declarations
of concilintlon? Are they intended
to secnre peace and harmony in the
mine camps with a flled pay en-
velope apd a “full dinper pail” for
the miners? That s not the mo-
tive,

The cringing pledge of these “in-
dustrisl statesman” before the coal
operators is an effort o guarantee
that thers will be no fight for im-
proved wages and working condl-
tions made by the miners éo that
Lewis may sccure formal recoguni-
tlonm of the uwnion and collect the
¢heck-off on the dues payments,
The operators of the Peonsylvania
captive mines, that is, (he United
Aflptes Steel Company cmpioe, show-
e Lewis that they could bent bhim
at hiz own gnme of vote stealing,
intimidation, frame-ups, and blod-
geoning. They had told the XNRA
Inbor board to keep hands off while,
by these methods, they carried the
elections in their mines for the
establizhment of thelr company wn-
fon. Lewis did his best to betray
thee miners whoe struck for recog-
wition of fthe U. M. W. Now he
promiges thet there will be Do
gtrilkes ao thai e may thereby ob-
tain the chock-of,

Mo Sirike Assurances
But the convention went um  ve-
cord for higher wages, for the aix-
hour work day awd for the ﬂ'i'e—:'laq.r

(Continued from Page 1)

important bonrgesis politicinne were
parl of Biavisky's swindling appar-
utna.

The loag peat-up disceoieat  of
ithe masses now beégan (o break
logse, e dramatic expresslon was
the attempt of thoousands of Daris-
inps o storm (e Chomber of De-
mutles,  Undeniably the demonstra-
Lioa b thie Place e g Concoride was
ergpnnizal by reactiounary elementa.
The Hoyalist groups led by the
Camelots dn Rol—an organization
ledl by the selons of the nobility
which the liberal Fremch Republic
Bung  derncde after deceade permibted
to plot openly its vwn destruction—
desired by a show of force to bring
about o swing to he right in the
Fremeh Chamber. Thus fhey hoped
to get into the tent the nose of the
Bonrbon camel which s eventunlly
to erowd ont the rapoblie.

What the Royalists did wot count
on was the mood of the massea. By
the thousands, workers hastened
to the Place de la Concorde to join
in the demonstration, Among (hem
wiers mAny war veterans, tlred of
the “ingratiiude of ibe Third Rep-
ublic”. But these masses did more
than joln the demonsieation, They
transformed its political character,
From an expression of Royalist re-
aetlon, Its volee was changlng to
that of the oppressed masses of the
country, to becone a lhondeéring pro-

test ggaiost  political eorraption,
epopomic collapse and  relentless
cxploitation, From the organlzed

Royaligts and would-be Faseist
groups, the government had  Htile
to fear. But In the close-packed
mftss which boldly went head-on
agilnst armed and mounted soldl-
ery, there moved o different spirit
from that of the reaction.

Hepee the launching of cavalry
and machine gunoers agalnst the
demonstrators, henece the press cens
sorship aond suspension  of  elvil
libertles, And hence the ealling to
power of Donmeérgaes, “the strong

wieek., Yes, but on this polot alao,
Lewls hastened the assuranoce that
there would be no trucolemce In
the attitude of the unlon. He warn-
ed the delegates mot to raise false
hapes hack home that sach desives
could be obtalped. “We de  not
wish to cripple the iousiry or em-
parpss the federsl goveroment or
the recovery administration” he
gafd—=There must be oo strikes, ae-
cording to Lewls. In glaring con-
trost to these assurances, bowever,
it is necessary to recall the foct
ihat never in histary have any ser-
fons galos been recordid by  the
miuers except by fighting for them,
by using the powerful strike wea-
pon.

The most brilllant pages of Amer-
fean Inbor history carry the story
of the wallant fight of the coal
miners. But they also record the
Innumerable betrayals perpetrated
by Lewis during the adminlstration
coverlng almogt two decades.

The Insurgent Unions

In 1925 he made bhis  infamouws
proposal to drive 350,000 miners
from the fndusiry, The scourge of
nncmployment and the increase of
machinge mining alded thls nefarions
plan. Where once upwards of S00,-
oy eoal miners  worked in oawmd
arenmd 1he mines, there are now
400000 men employed. Many  re-
volta against the Lewls reglme
Lave vwoureed, and Insurgent uniens
have been created. There is todny
an jwdependent wnion in the an-

threacite cluiming SO mETnieTE |

the Progressive Miners Umnion in

IMlinols, which lays claim to 30,000
members. New unions have sprung
lup in Washlogton, West Yirginla,
and Nova Beotin., But the indepen-
dent union In the anthracite, head-
ed by Cappelini and Maloney has
pob dilfersl cesentianlly in its meth-
ilg from the U, M. W. The so-
called progeessive lepders of the
INinels nnlon have adopied all the
bureancratic methods of expulslons
and frame-ups of the Lewis mach-
ine,

However, the Indomitable spirit
of the rank and file coal miners has
remainesl. 1t = doe to their vital-
ity and fightlng ability that the T.
Al W, has revived and today repre-
senls  perhaps the strongest unlom
in the eountry. There are #tll
great latent forees hidden within
the smoke-dilled mive felds. There
iz no renxson to belleve that the pol-
leles which prevalled at this Ino-
dimpnpolia convention mark the in-
auguention of n gew epoch. On the
contrary. The spirit of  rebellion
will again assert itself, The econ-
omic pressare upon the miners will
call forth thelr resigtance agaiost
the contionons and  inereased on-
slavement, This resistonee will pe=-
duee the deceptive copcilintion and
pence proposals to nanght, In the
mine flelds are excellent proapects
for new and more serlous rebelllons
nnd for much more serious contests
against the treacherous Lewls ma-
chife, —A. 8.

will bume thee maisses,  This fleree
reelionary  was co-anthor of  the
impecinliztie Foneo-Cearist  secret
iveniy of 117, He Iz an enemy of
refurm and democracy, and a profes-
sinnnl Red-bwiber.

It s donbifnl in  the cxirems,
however, that Doumergae will suc-
ceed o stlfing the rebelllous moodd
of the oppressed  French  masses,
“Whether sneeessful or potf,"” wriles
the liberal Xew York World-Tele-
gram, “this wile popular revolt and
violence ia the stuff of which revelu-
tion 1g made....An event of this
kiml is never forgotlen. It lights
new  llames of revolt wwhich, cven
thengh smoethered for a while, are
Hkely to burst ont with greater
intensity later.”

With open reaction in the saddle
in France, however, there will be
a more raphl and Intensive devel
apment of French Fasclst trends,
L'Ami du Peuple, organ of million-
aire Senntor Coly, I8 preaching an
unadulterated Hitlerian doctrine to
ita enormouns hody of discontented
petty bourgeols readers. Half &
dozen Fascist grouplets contend [or
ihe honor of becoming the vangunard
of repetion, Money will now How
o them from the ecoffers of the
Comlte des Forges more generoualy
than Before. While  the liberal
press tries to center atfentlon on
the demands of the Royalists, langh
lug them off as silly and outmod.
od, Fuscism, the reaction & la mode
s belng prepared,

To trust in such a sltuation fo
“the common sensé of the Freach
peaple’” the democratic traditions
of 1789, the parllamentary opposl
tion of the Soclalists, for the bead-
ing-off of Fasclsm would be as
futile and decepilve as 1L proved
to be In Germany., The Seclalist
Party of France contloges to  work
to hold back the workera of the
country from militant extra-parla-
mentary sirnggle, And the Com-
munist Party of France, having
learned nothing from the German
catastrophe or from the steady de-

man”, who the bourgeoisle hopes,

(Continped from page 1)

them and the companies against
them,

When Lo Guardla saw the tor-
rent he atfempied to unload respon-
albllity before his own bourgeois
nid pétty bourgeols supporters and
hamstring the movement, He advls-
ed the men to affilinte with the A.
F. of L. and made eforts to secure
the Intervention of Green himself,
| A o result of his “"help™ Gallbraith
of the A, F, of L. Philadelphla Taxi-
men's Undon was sent to New York
Ay gemeral organlzer of the stirke.

At the same tlme La Guoardla
called Iom Morrla L. Ernst of the
Amerlean Clvll Liberiies Unfon to
fct a8 mediator. Ernst areanged a
nuwber of meetings. The frult of
his efMorts was n “settlement™ which
gald nothing about the recognition
of the unlon, minimum wages or
mnxlimum hours. In addition the
proposed distribotlon of the aceum-
ulated tax money was onsatisfae-
tory. The men voled down  this
“geitlement™ amd demonstrated
what they thought of It on the
sirects against the scab delvers,

cline In its own membership report-

Masses Shake French Regime

el by Platnitsky al the recent 13th
Plevve continues its sectarian, dis-

ruptive eonrse, The twoe  bureau-
criecies [ogetehs manage (o EoeD
[half the working class  immoblle

{while the other half throws away
itd eoergy in futile forays.

Ho gpparaut ln this that the bour-
geolsic jndulges o comploeencey.
The World-Telpgram remarks that
“there secms fo b even less organd-
zation now than In the somewhat
similar riots which resalted In the
short-lived Hed Commone of 1871
However exaggrrated this state-
ment mry be, revolutionnries can
draw small comfsrt from the recent
recurd of the French . P, The
problem in Fraoce today ls one of
apeed ; can the real  revolutionnry
leadership, and cspeclally the Inter-
natienallst-Communists, organize a
powerful revelutionary party more
rapldly than the Fascists rally thedr
black hundred forees? The posal-
Lility capnol be doubted, The task
ia posed.

The somdng of Donmergne to
power, it must be added, has lts Im-
porinnes for the . 5. 8 R. Under
Stnlin, the workers' state bas plac-
eil ita tenst not in the forces of In-
ternatienal revolution, but in pacts
and tresties with bourgeols govern-
ments. The Stalinists have argoed
that Hitler's trivmph was not an
unmitigated evil from the rovold-
tionary viewpolnt, gince “it threw
Poland and Framee ioto our armsa.

With a ferce Communist-hunter
in the saddle of France, and behind
him the stesl trust, whose bhaundy
mawn, Tardiew, may become Dowm-
ergwe's Foreign Minlster, the llu-
sory nature of Stalinist diplomacy
la again exposed,

Onee agaln it s demonstrated
that only the revolutlonary prole-
tarint of France can help restrain
French capitalism from  launching
against the Soviet Union a Franco-
Russian-Polish army of intervention
under the leadership of Adolf Hit-
ler, whom Leon Trotsky long ago
charagtérized as “the super-Wran-
gel™ of ecounter ravalution.

The Signifi:ance of the Taxi Strike

one gab. The Bvecent fax quc:ulmn
iid not affect them as It went into
their pockets, They are likewlze in-
different to the hours and wage
question, Twe short they are petty
bourgeolr Indlvidualists. Consegi-
cotly they were and are eager to
i the harvest of fares that they
saw when the eompany  drivers
went on  strike, Terminnls and
plers reserved to the company cabs
by eontract were now invltlng them
fo come In amd reoder “service to
the pablic”, The independents of-
forcd to pay two dollars apicce a
ilay intp the treagury of the union
if the unlon would agrea ta their
working,

ut the sirikers saw through this
scheme. They reallzed that If the
Independents wore out on the streets
ithat wonld be a powerful lever in
the hands of the bosses to break
the strike, They sacrificed the money
and voted for “mo  eabs on  the
slreets.” And forthwith they e
palred to the streets to translate
the vote into reality.

It is not clear exactly how the

Soclallst Panken got into the strike

But the nub of the boss strategy
was the attempt to use the inde-

and how he became one of

tain; bhe ls & partoer to the latest

|
ita |
spokesmen. Bot one thing s cRr- |

the Committee of Thirtesn which
conclucted (he negotiatlons for the
atrikers. The terms of ths sell-oot
are ihe  worst  jmaginable,. The
1]u1l:—:t|.u:n of union recognition which
g became the ernelnl one o the
!atﬂk{‘ is not even mentioned. The
|wagw aud hours question s Igonor-
ed. The geeumulaled tax money la
referred to the future for disiriba.
tion, The men get absolutely noth-
ing.

Before ibis mapegver was put
vver ou the men they tried to spread
the sirike to other sectors of trans-
martation. They choze the buos
drivers and comnductors of the Fifth
Ave. buses s the polot of attack.

The strike hos already record-
ed positive gning for the taxl memn
and the eutive labor movement, It
atiffened the morale of the hotel
strikers, and It has helped thele
afrike to the extont that 18 hea
made it diffienlt for most and Impos-
gible for gome diners to reach the
hotols, It hag set pn Insplring cxam-
ple of working class milithnoy and
will undonbtedly be an impetus to
other workers to striggle agalnst
their intolerable conditfons. And
Cwhat Iz of paramount Importance
for the taxi drivers; win or lose
they will come out of this strike
with m unlon. We are alsg sore of
another thing. This strlke of the

—L. TROTSEY. pendents to divide the ranks. An perfidious scll-out aranged by La tax! drivers will not be the last.
tndependent i» the owner-driver of 'Guardla, Brost aod some peopls m]

—T. STAMM.




