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Lovestone Discovers Esthoma Drive Starts for

(Continued from last issope)

#. In 1925, the British govern-
ment made ene of its periodical Cur-
zon-Chamberlain demands  against
thiy residence of the Comintern in
Mogeow and its propagasds which
had “az an aim the goverthrow of,
or bringing about by forbe of &
change in, the political or soclal
order of the whole or any part of
the Unlted States—{pardon us, we
mean the Brilish Emomplrel)—its
territories or possessions”. Zinoeviev,
the chairman of the Cominters, re-
plied publicly on Aay 20, 1025:

“When they put forward that
demand during the famine period
they received from the Soviet Gov-
ernment the reply they deserved.

Now toat affairs with the Sopiet
Government are more favorable
there can be mo doubt as to the
reply to  their insolent demand
they would receive from the Un-
ion of Soviet Socialist Hepublics
if they decided to advance such.”

Questlon: Why did Litvieov ac-
eede 1o an “insolent demand” pat
forward in 14933, which was coB-
temptuously rejected by the Soviel
government not merely in 1925, but
in tee most desperate pericd of its
existence, the famioe period, when
ussla's back was to the wall and
it was ready to make aopy reasol-
able copcesslon to obtain suliclent
aid from abroad to keep alive?

Angw-Russian Trade Agreemeat

4, movield mussia of April 16, 1861
comments as follows ou the Aogle-
ltussian Trade Agreement which
bad just beun sigoed:

“in their preliminary dreaft  the
British attempted to bind the Soviet
Government Lo ‘restrain Kossian
cltizgens' yrom hostile action or pro-
paganda against British institutions
This impissible demand disappears
entirely from the fosl text. Thus
the mosted question of propagunda
resolves itself into a mutoal agree-
ment on the part of the British and
Boviet governments respectively to
refrein from conducting  outside of
thelr own borders any propagapdn
directly or indirectly against the in-
sititutions of the other. This coudi-
tlon wae accepled by the Soviet
Government at the outset of the
pegotiations."”

Question: Why did the Soviels-—
im 181, after the Esthonian, Lat-
vian and Folish Treaties—regard as
impossible the demand that Kussian
Communists be restrained  from
ecarrying on anti-British  capitulist
propagapda, whereas it now cunsl-
ders quite possible the demond that
pot coly Hussian Communists  But
American Communisis in Rossia e
restraiped from carrylog ou  antl-
BEritlgh capitalist propaganda? Why
could not what Herberg calls the
“conventional phrages” of o “lara-
graph Four® be conceded in 1921
in England?

Reply to Lord Curzon

6. On Beptember 7, 1021, Lord
Curgon wrote an insolent mole to
Russla demandlog (again!) the sup-
pressfon of the Comintern in Rus-
gin, complaining thet government
mombers llke Lenin, Trotsky and. ..
Stalln were actively enguged iu Its
work of undermining the “territor-
{es and possesslons” of the British
Crown. Three weeks later, the So-
vlet Viee-Commissar of Foreign Af-
falra retorted :

ke Tusslan Government desires
to take advatange of this occasien
to aflem once mote, s it bhas Ire-
guently done before, that the fact
that the Third International, for
perfectly obvious rensons, chose
Rusala as the country in which (s
pxecutive commities resldes—Rus-
sia being the only country that al-
lows fuli llberty for the spread of
Communiet ldeas, as well as per-
gonal lberty to Communists—iand
alss the fact that certaln members
of the Rusalon Government, in thelr
capacity as private individuals, be-
long to this executive committee
are no more to be taken as a bagis
for declarlng that the Third Inbar-
national and the Hossian Govern-
ment are identical, than the fact
that the Second International, con-
stantly in session at Brossels, and
including among the members of its
execotive committes the Belgian
minlster Vandervelde, may prove
the Identity of the Becond Interma-
tlonal with the Belglan Govern-
mnt-"-

{The author of this reply to Car-
wof wags none other than Maxim Lit-
vimov. )

Question: Why, althougn this oc-
curred well within the Herbergian
gpaond perlod” of Soviet diplomacy,
didn't Litvlooy reply then as hbe
did at Washington? Or i more per-
tinent questfon: Why dido't he re-
ply to Roosevelt as he did to Cur-
zOn T

Chicherin on {Propaganda™

. In 1925, a3 s known, England
demanded that Hussla sign an aAgres-
ment similar to that signed by Lit-
vinoy in Washington In his for-
wlgn political report to the Third
Congress of the Soviet Unlon in
May 1825, the commissar for forelgn
affalrs, Chicherin, a diplomat if yoo
please, declarad:

Whe game Ides (as held by Cur-
egpn at Lauzanne) !5 to be scen (o
the deslaration of Chamberlain:
‘Cease conducting propaganda !'

“What I8 propaganda? We stand
befors the maln question of our for-
slgn politieal relatlons. Our govern-

Propaganda Pledge |s
Defendedby Stalinist
Attorneys

ment = prepared to accept, and aé-
cepts all the obligations bound ap
with interpational relations. I the
English government proves that we
are misusing our diplomatie connese.
tions, our diplomatic rights, our
diplomatic apparatus, that this or
that oficial person vislates the in-
terpationsl obligations, then we are
prepared (o agtee o everything de-
munidel of us in this respect.

“If, however, we are told that all
propaganda must cease in the Ho-
viet Union, that is tantamount do
demanding that the Communist party
shall cense to be a Communist party.
Here is 8 guestion of whoether we
shall continue to exist or pot. It
poncerns the main guestion of our
relations with the capitalist world
hy which we ar~ surrounded.

“I1f Climmberlain says to us: CAll
propaganda must cease, the  Com-
munist party shall cesse o be a
Communist pariy’, then we  must
answer: “Foites le, cltoyen Cham-
berlain ‘—'Dq it, citizen Chamber-
ain it

(juestion : When Chicherin called
“propagunda” the main questhon of
corelgn Boviel relations, invelving
the existence of the Communist
party and the republie itself, did he
riplly wmean it, or was be in reality
glving the “Trotskyists and other

autl-Soviet demagogues g basis of | Husslans”, The bourgeeis democrats
aperatlons for their reactlonary prﬂ--;
paganda against the Soviet Union™
=% Herberg 2o pleasanily puats it¥
moment. |

7. But enongh for fhe

can safely Lo held back uotil  fhe

Hiussia constituted & menace of geri-
ous proportions to the Boviets. The
treaties demanded the dissclution or
pvrpulsion of these armed [orces. 1o

rNEH" I’Htf?'?! JL i

In loe with the proposed exten-

a0 senge was this o concession by|slon of activities of the Communist
Russia—it was Hussin® indubltable|Lesgue of America in all felds of

victory.

work, plans have been carefully laid

Where is this situation duplicated |for the early lssuance of the long-
In France, England or, most of all,[awaited theorctical review of the

in the United States? Are the de-|Left Opposition.

This political re-

crepit Russian dukes and priucesses| view, which will be issued ouce a
¢he forces on American soill whose|menth, is to be called The New In-

preganization for the overtbrow of lermational.

ihe Soviet Hussin bas eauze to fear?
Or even the White Guard Ukrain-|sine jg more imperative thoan

fans in this country? Preposterous!
[nfAnitely more powarfol

An early appearance of this maga-
ever
today becaose of the complete de-

counter-| geperathon god collapes of the theor-

revolutionary aud imperialist forces| giical views of official Communism,

now on American soil threaten the|,amely, Stalinism; and

Soviet Umnion!

with precisely ibat reglme

also vz-

They are ldentical|oayse of the “teachings” of oppor-

which | funist polities by the Right wing
Litvinov praised so unstintingly as

{ Lovestope-Bramdler, et al). Ouly

eminently pacfile and war-abhorrent | (he Left Opposition durivg all these
in his speech at the recent SBoviet|,.ues has beld to the fundamental

Congress !

And these forces are|peipciples of

Muarxizm-Leninism,

not covered by the “reclprocal un=(qhe press and literature of the Left

dertakings™

velt pact, The Comintern 5

2 More important even than oor

fir=t poldnt, ls this:

The masses in these small Baltie

republics were then still permeated

with democratle illusiens, accenta-

atedd by the first whiffs of oational

independence they had obtalned af-
ter decades and centurles of langua-
crarist
BEven the tidal wave of
profetarian revelution did not en-
tirely succeed in washing away the
prefudice, fear, hatred and suspicion

ishing under the heel of
Lrranny,

"M oEenw
“lareat

these people felt of any
regime” -5 government of

of these lands, more often than not
S the service of o lurge westarn
power sought with all their strength
Lo intensify these

of the Litvinov-Hoose | Opposition throughout the

projudices  and
The dosens of remaining gquestlons suspicions in the minds of the masa-

world
haz eareied ont (hose oasie tepch-
ings in the foee of all gbslacies,
The monthly magnzine, The New
Interngtional, publisbed by the Com-
munist League of America bhas in
mind the projection on Ao even
pigher scale than hitherto, of the
windy and discussion of all Ehe
fundamental problems  facing  Che
revolutionary Communist movement,

Iy is desirable and pecessary to
gel out the first issue of The New
International  willh  the greatest
speed.  The Militant is to be trans-
formed mueh forther inte o mass
paper and the necessary theoretleal
material, lengthicr articles  aond
documents are to be published in
the columns of The New Interna-
tional.

s our, readers we wish to an-

ps, The latter were fold that the|nounce at this time the Bappy Dews

—_—— e —— e —————

What the Comintern Manifeste Urged and What It

Forgot to

“Un the very day that the Lit-
vinpy agrecment was made, the
Execolive Committee of the Com-
munist International lssued an ela-

borale manifesto, urging the Amer-
fcan workers to overthrow the ¢ap-
ftabist government of this country,”
wrote Herberg in the Workers Age
of December 15, 1833, In bis attack
upon the Left Opposition and de-
fense of the Stalin forcign pollcy.

The November 15, 1933 lssue of
the Communizt [Internationnl which
hos just arrived here cootaing the
manifesto referred to, A reading
of it ahows that Herberg over-reach-
il himself a Litgle !

Mowhbere, literally nowhere, ara
the Amerfenn workers "orged” to
pveribirow the bourgeolsie here. In
fact, with two trifling exceptlons
the UNITED BSTATES I8 NOT
EVEN MENTIONED IN THE
WORLD MANIFESTO OF THE
COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL!

Urge . ..

Chbeie,

Tang campaign agninst the Chiness
“Hed Army”  AND NOWHERE
KLSE?

The Japanese lmperialists, the
iHtler regime, British Imperialism
are frequently  referred to and
clearly condemned. BUT—

it is mentioned as belng &
party to tbe froptiec armament race;
a seeond time, it ls mentloned as one
of the powers helplog the Euo Min

that theve = o mass of hitherte uns
published documents on imporiant
guestions by Leon Trotsky, Chris-
ting . Rakoveky amd other promio-
ent leaders of the Russian Opposi-
tlon, and otber leaders. os well as
material by Lenin, Marx, Engels,
and other teachers of aclentific &o-
clalism. ‘These are to appear in
the columns of The New Inferma-
thonal, beginuing with its frst oum-
ber. Well knpwn wrilers of ihe
movement will contribute regularly
to ‘The New International.

The projected New Internadionsl
will b a 32-page magazine, publigh-

The Roosevelt reglme I8 not even e monthly, to be sold at 15¢ per

mentioned,

The most imporiant  phenomenon
in eapttalist world politics and eeo-
nomics today—the vast NRA  pro-

grom-——iz not even mentioned,

copy. The subseription price is
$1.50 per year for the United Sta-
teg, aud £1.75 for Capada and for-
elgn countricg,. We are nDow ¢o-
deavoring to ralze a special fund to
ensure an early appearance of The

America’s preparation for WAF| ey Internationsl. We are deter-
agalnst Japan is mot even mentlon-| oooeq o jssue the magazine socon.

el

We have no doubt that the readers

The Cuban siiuation iz net even|of The Milllant will want to and

mentioned—moot by & syllable,

will give all possible support for

Here all comment 1s troly super- | The New International. Like all

Auoug!

————

firm of Lovestone, Herberg and
Hockman bas replied to the oues
already puat.

L] L] L L ]
The Treaties with the Border States

Nevertheless — Latvia, Esthonia,
Lithuania, Poland!

Iz it not significant that the only
countries mevotioped by the Love-
gloneltes are those which once form-
ed part of the Russian Empire and
now border directly on the Soviet
republie? An bomest revolutionlst
interested in clarifying and teach-
ing workers—not a group of Phila-
Celphia lawyers Iawniog and grovel-
ing before the Btalinist dispensers
uf privilege and pelf—would bave
put and answered the gquestions:

Why was the Soviet Union ready
to make an agreement with the
rormer sectlons of the czarist em-
pire on ber frontlers which sbe re-
fused to make with any of the big
imperialist powers, nearby or far-
off?

Did Russip bave more to fear
from Latvia than from America?
IFrom what standpoint was Esthonla
so much stronger than England that
shie wras able with comparative ease
to obtmin something from  Russia
which England, with her armies,
pavies, indostries and wealth, with
her threats and rupiures, Was nevr
able to obtain? IMd Russla grand
auch a treatly to Lithoanla and re-
fuse it to England because shé hop-
el to get more material ald—food.
swredits, machinery, pelitical preatige
—from the tiny, poverty-stricken
Saltic country than from wealth
blopied Britannia?

Not Ordinary Recoguition Pacis

It is mot necessary to dig far to
find the answer. Latvia and the
other tiny Baltle lapds obialned
auch treaties for falrly obvlous
TEa SO ;

1. The treaties were not ordin-
ary recognitlon pacts; they served
to put an end to a stale of war
existing between Russia and  Ther

nelghbors Daoring the period of
hostilities, all these Baltle lands
had been the arena of aetivities for
numerous active White Guard and
other counter-revolutionary armiles,
gome of them claiming to'be and all
of them aiming te be “government”
of the whole or part of Russla, The
continned resldence of thess foroea

on territory directly adjacent to

itelshevik regime was no different

working-clags periodicals, and es-
pecially so in the case of the Leit
Opposition, syglematic financlal sup-
‘port will be needed. We are count-

than the czarist; both were despotle jne ypon immediate donations, te-

Muscovite centialists whose alm
wing (o Impose their regime upon

day, for The New Infernational, as
well as pledges from  supporters

the Letts and Poles and Finos and ;344 sympathizers to be made month-

wipe out thelr just-gained iodepend- v to The New International, More

ance.
The Bolsbeviks wtiached amn

than subscrlptions are nesded o

im- maintain a 32-page magazine of the

mense even if sot  all-dominating, kind projected by us.

significance to the slogan of self-
determination of npations even to

the point of separation. They nmﬂlmwnrd_TM New Internatjonal ma-
gazine,
Meanvwhile subseriptions can -now
be sent in to The New Internstional,

considered i, lke Wilson, as
plece of clever hypocrisy, a shrewd
wiatebword aml nothing more. They
alone proved that it was realizable.
I'be Bolsheviks graoted complete in-
Jependence to all the former “pro-
vinces" of the czar, even if they
instantly fell ueder the domination
of reactionaries,

Bolshevik Policy on Self-
Determination

Roaders of The Militant will be
japprajacd regnlarly on the progress

For the Fourth International

1 am informed thet the I. L. P.
has weakened considerably in the|
lese perlod. lis membersbip, it is
cloimed, has fallen o fowr thou-
sand. It is possible, even very pro-
bable, thal this report s exagger-
gted. Hut the general tendency
does not seem to me improbable. I
will say more: the leadership of the
I. L. I* bears o considerable share
of respougibility for the weakening
of the organization before which all
the conditions opened up and=—J
winnt to hope—still open up o wide
perapectivie.

If u worker barely awakened to
peelitienl life seaks n mass organi-
pation, withopt distinguishing as
yel either programs or facties, be
will maturally join the Labor Party.
A worker disillusioned with reform-
fzm and exusperated by the beleay-
wls of the political and trade union
lemders has attempted wore  thao
once—and i3 partly attempting even
gow—ito Join the Communist parly
behiod which he stes the image of
the Hoviet Uwsion, But where is
the worker who will join the 1LY
And exactly what political motives
will impel him fo take thls step?

The Question of a Banner

It seems o me that the leaders of
the 1, L. P. have as yet not given
themselves a clear apswer Lo Lhis
cardioal guestion. Workiug iooass
2 are not interested in sbhadings
and  detrils bul in great evenls,
clenr slogans, far-seen banwers. How
does the matter stand with the 1.
Lo, I*, about a banoer? Not well. §
gay this with great regret, But it
mnsl b said. To suppress oF ewm-
bellish the facts wonld be remdering
a peeor servico fo your party.

The 1. L. P. broke away from
the Labor Darty, ‘That was cur-
rect, 1f the I 1. 1Y, wanted to be-
eome e revolutlonery lever il woas
tmpozsible that the hawdle of this
lever lwe left in thee  haods  of
through-uud-Lhrough opporiunists
and bourgesls carcerists. Complete
and uneonditional politicsd and or-
ganizational independence of a rev-
olutionsry party is the fArst prere-
guisite for its success.

But whileg breakivg away f{rom
fhee Laboer arty 1t was necessary

immediately to turn towands it OfF
courss, not to make conrt (o b=
leaders, or to pay them hittan-uwu{:tl
compliments, or even fo Buppress
tlhelr erlminal acts,—no, only -:.'u.ur-'l
acterless centrists, who lnagine
themselves revolutionnries, seek
road to the masses by acctmodatl-
ing themselves to the leaders, Ly
humonring them and  re-gssaring
thiem at every step of their frieod-
ghip and loyalty. A policy of this
aort lg o road that lewds down Lo
the =wamp of opporionism.  One

-

Moreover, the Bolsheviks were Li-
-ent upon exerting every effort to,
Jrove in practise to these border,
seoples that Soviet Russia alone
eally guaranteed thelr Independ-
moe, that she would not seek to
mpose her form of soclal organiz-
lon uwpon her peighbors. The ex-
gting fear of Russia’s vast slze
grength in comparison with theirl
wwn, was dispelled among these
ittle natloms essentially by the rrer-i
Astent demonsirations HRuosala :mrei
o her principle of non-viclation of
heir territorial and  political io-
ogrity.

Thiz and this wlone explains why
ihe Boviet Government was prepar-
wil, even in 1920-1821, to go to the
point of giving her neighbors the ag-
sarances they recelved in the peace
roaties clted above. What possl-
hle comparison is there between
rhose conditions, those treaties and
the relations between the T 8. A.
and the T, 5. 3. K, today?

our orlginal views stand. There
are no two ways about the question.
The Litvinov - Roosevelt pact re-
maina an index to the degres to
which Ztalinizm has abandoned the
world revolotion in its deterloratlon
to natlonallsm. Lovestons and Co.
remaln the legal toadles of Stalin-
lam, ite aspiring apologlst, its most
anxlous champlon. Alas for Stelin-
lsm—Its very champlon cannot Aght
for want of a leg to stand on!

—MAX SHACHTMAN,
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must seek o way to the reformist
masses not through the favor of
thelr leaders but against the lead-
erg, becanse opportunist lenders e
prasent not the masses bhut merely
their bockwardness, thelr servile
instinets, tinally, their confosion.
But the masses have other, progres-
afve, revelutionary tralts that strive
to fod their political expresslon.
The to-morrew of the masses Is
most clearly counterposed to thelr
vesterday in the struggle of pro-
grams, partles, slogans and leaders,
Instinetively working masses are al-
ways “for unily”. But besides class
instinet there I8 also political wis-
dom. Harsh experlence teaches the
workers that a bréak with reform-
i=m s the precequisite for real oo-
ity which is possible only in :'Ln‘nlu-
titnary action, Political experienco
teaches all the hetter and faster, the
more firmly, logieally, convineingly
and clearly the revolutionary party
interprets the experleps:  to the
TR ARES.

Lesgon of Anglo-Russian Commibhse

The Leninist method of the uni-

ted front and polltical fraberniza--

tioin with reformists cxelnde each
other, Temporary practical fghting

Business MEgr.

writers in the American and in-
ternatlonal labor movemet...A
magazine of internatlional signi-
fleance for the International la-
hor and revolotipuary Common-
ist movement,

Fill out the slip below and mall

= .

Letter to a Member of
the Independent
Labor Party

ugrecments with mass organizations
even hieaded by the worst  reform-
lsts are ioevitable and obligatory
for g revidutionary party. Lastiog
pelitical wllinnees with  reformist
leaders without o definite program,
witheut conerete dutles, without the
particlpation of the masses {(hem-
selves In militant actlons—are the
worst. (ype of  opportunism, The
Anglo-Bussian  committee remains
for ever the classic example of such
a4 demoralizsing alliance,

g of the moest lmportant bridges
bt masses are the tepde unions
where one cun and must work with-
ot aceomodating te t(he leaders in
the least, on the cowtrary, struggl-

flecis merely their yesterday. We,
Commuonists-lnternntionalists  (Left
Oppo=ition)  bave considered and
consider it a great mistake of our
Jallies, the SAP and the OSF, that
untll mow they have Dot hroken
openly and decigively with Tran-
mael and with ithe London Bureau
in general. We do not doubt, how-
ever, that the hour of such a rup-
nre ik near.
The London Bureaw

What is the positlon of the I. L.
P.* Entering the London Bureaw
it becomes by this very fact an ally
of Tranmael, that is, cssentlally of
the Secomnd International. Through
the SAF and the O5FP it becomes
a sort of an ally, or semi-ally of
the Fourth International, This la
not all—outside of the London Buo-
rean the I, L. F. finds itself in 4
temporary alliance with the Britlsh
Communist Pariy, that s with the
Third International. Are not there
somewhat too many Inferoationals

ing irrecopcilably against  them,|for one party? Coan the HEnglish
openly, or under cover, dependinglworker make head or tall out of
o the elrcumstances, Bob besbdes | this confusion?

the trade unlons there are number-
Iess ways of participating o the
duily life of the masses—in  the
faciory, on the streef, in Sport or-
gankzations, even  in church and
aaloon, under the condition  that
the grentest hecd be pald to what
the masses feel amd think, how they
react b oevents, what they expect
and whah they hepe for, how aod
why they let themselves be deceliv-
=l by veformist leaders. Obscrving
fle mssses congtanily and  mgEt
thoughtfully, il révolulbivwary
ity must net, hewever, adapt it-
pelf pussively to them  (“chyvost-
famn™ ) ; on the contrary, it muost
counterpose thelr judgment to their
prejudices,

It would be particularly wroong
Lo dgnore or minknize the lport-
ance of parliamentary  work. Of
conrse, parllament eannot transfurm
capitali=m inte seclalism, or im-
prove ihe conditions of the prole-
farint In votling capitalist soclety.
Hut revolutionney work in parlia-
uiens! amdd in connectlon with parlin-
pient, eapechally i Euglusd, <in be
of great help in taining and edo-
cating tht mazses, (ne fcourageous
ceelamation of Macltiovern refreshed
and stirved the workers deceived og
atupefled by the pious, bhypoecritical,
flag spiwschies of Lansbary, Hender-
woi amd other getnlemen of “His

= Majesty's opposition” of Aunkeys.

Unfortunately, baving become an
independent party, the I, L. 1. turo-
el mod towarnls the trade uofons and
the Labor party, not to (he masses
altogeiier, but to the Commmunist
party which hond during a nomber
of years conclusively proven  its
lwireaneraie dullness and absolute
inability to approach the cluss, If
even the (erman catastrophe taught
these people nothing, then the Jdoors
of the Comintern should bear the
same inseription as the entrance to
hell : “Lasclatte Ognl  speranza”™
(“Lenve all hope behind"”).

The I. L. P. had not freed itself
by fur of all the defecis of the Left
wing of the Labor Farty (theore-
tical vagueness, lack of a clear pro-
gram, of revolutionary methods, of
n strong ovganization) when it has-
tencd fo fake qpon itself the respon-
zibility for the incurable failings of
the Cominfern. 1t is clear that in
this situation wnew revolutlonary
workers will not joln the I. L. P.;
anpner will many of its old members
leave it, having lost patience, If
demi-reformist, petty bourgeois ra-
dicnls and paclfists leave the I. I.
1". we can ¢nly wish them a happy
journey. But it is o different mat-
ter when discontented workers gquoit
Tl party.

* ok ® ®

The International Question

The cavsts for the cenfeeblenent
of the 1. L. P. are seen with special
clarity amid precision when the pro-
blem f2 ppproached from the inter
natlonal poiot of view which Is of
decisive importanes In opr epoch.
Having broken with the Second In-
ternational, the [, L. I approach-
1 the Third bt did not join it
The 1. I. I is slmply hanging in
the air.  Meanwhile, every thinking
worker wants to belong to such a
party that ocouples a definlte inter-
‘nattonal positlon: In the unbreak-
abile union
ather countries he sees the confivma-
tlon of the correctnesa of his own
pasition. True, the I. L. P. enters
the so-called London Buarean, Bat
the chief characteristic of this Bo-

At the Parls conference the I, T.
I*. delegates safd that they did not
lose hope of attracting the Comins
tern to participation in the boild-
ing of a brosd revolotionary Intes-
natlonal. XNenrly a balf year elaps-
el sinee,  1s it possible, that no
apswer came yet? How muoch tlme
do the leading comrades of the I
L. 1" need to understand that the
Comirtern s incapable of making
one step forward, that it is  com-
pletely ossitied, that as & revolution-
ary party it is dead? 1 the I, I,
I wanis to continue waiting for
mirncles, that is to live in hopes on
the Comintern, or to remaln out-
alde of the maln historie currents,
fts own members  will  inevitably
losa confidence in it,

" Swedlsh Communist Party.
The same fate awalts the Swedlish
Independent Communist Party., For
fear of muking an cerror it abstains
from all decision, not realizing that
precisely this iz the greatest error.
In peneral, there are not @4 few
peliticians who consider expectation
amd evasiveness as the highest wis-
domm,  Id not hurry  with  the
Fourth International, they say, now
fa not the time™. IE is nol & nust-
ter of bureapcratically “proclaim-
Ing™ the new Internstional bot of
wninterrupied strugele for its pre.
paralion and building. “Not o
hurry”™ meaps in practice to  lose
titae, “Ierhaps the new Intérna-
tiomal will not be pesded, perhaps
g mirnele will happen, perhaps. . .."
This policy which scems to  some
people wery realistic iz the worst
type of wtopianism, spun out of pas-
givity, lgnorance and belief in mir-
acles. If the Swedish Independent
I'arty will not shake off Its psendo-
realistic soperstitions, it will weak-
en, waste away and finally be torn
between three Interogtionals.
Events Will Confirm Qur Slogans
“But the massei=—=8¢ object some
peeudo-reglistg-—-are afraid of a new
Imternational a2 of a oew  split™,
This 18 absolutely mnatural. The
muazses’ femr of o new party and
of a new International is a reflec-
tion (one of the reflections} of the
great catastrophe, the terrible de-
feat, the dislllusionment of the
masses their  bewilderment, their
disbelief in themselves. How long
these moods will last depends maln-
Iy on the course of ovents but to
a certaln extent also on ua. We do
not bear any responsibility for the
conrse of events but  we  ARSWET
fully for our own attitode, The ad-
vantage of the advance-guard over
the maszses consists thereln that we
illuminate theoretically the march
of events and foreses [t {future
stages. The formless, passive long-
ing for “unity” will recelve blow
after blow, The rottenness of the
Becond and Third Internationals
will be revealed at each step. The
evonts will confirm our progoosis
and owe slogans, Buot it s neces-
sary that wo opraelves be not afraid
to unfur! our banner right now,
Lagsalle psed to say that a revola-
tionary needs the “physical power
of thought”. Lenin liked to repeat
these words, although in general
he did not like Lassalle much, The
physical power of thought conslists
in analyzing the situation and pec-

with  cothinkers of spectives to the very end, and hav-

ing come to the necessary practical
conclusions, to defend them with
convletton, courage, Intransigeance,
not fearing some opne else’s fears,
not bowing before prejudices of the

vean econsists, unfortunately, in the|yae0es but basing on the objective

abzenee of all position. I
siaffice to say that the Norweglan
Workers arty., which under  the

wonld | sourse of development,

The I. L. P. of Great Britain must
place Itself right mow under the

leadership of the treacherous o | hanmer of the Fourth International,
partunist Thanmael goes over morte|gp jf will dissppear from the scens
openly along the soclal-democratic | ywithout leaving & trace.

road, belongs te thisr Boreau. Tran-
mael and Co. need the temporary
wllinnce with the I. L. P. and with
other left organizations to pacify

their own Left wing and gradually

to prepare for themsalves the way
to the Second International,

L. TROTSKY.
January 5, 1954
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