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Workers Hold Battle Line Firm as the Great Stru33_|e Enters Sixth Week

Union Orgamzatlons In

the Silk Workers' Strike

The =ilk workers have oot lacked
unlons  that purported Lo reprs
wenl mind defend thelr interests. Lo
to the bighly competitive condition
of the industry, the relatively high
degree of skill reguired, amnd the
varlod divigion of crafts the work-
gra have lLeen divided Into maoy
unions and they have not enjoyed
the benelits of an all-embracing un-
foun that organized without regard
to craft and which included a large
pumbgr of workees, Buch a  unicil
exlated in Che great 1913 strike aml
has eome to the fors agaln in the
present battle in the form of the
American Federatlon of Silk Work-
ers, and its Poterson section, Ubhe
Asnzsociated =ik Workers.

The Associabed Silk Workers wuas
born in struggle against the rewc-
tonary leadersbip of the . T, W.
in 1018, For winoing conditions in
the strike of 1919 which the oa-
faeturers and the 0 T, W, didn’t
think they deserved the netoricus
officials of the A. F. of L. expelled
00 hat band weavers who [ormed
the Associaled Bk "Workers

Thiz organization wis a lighting
militant union from its very lncep-
tlon. In 1924 it again hoad the
honor to imecur the wrath of the
15, 7. W. which advised all A, K.
of In unlons not fo support the
strike conducted by the Associated,
calling it an outlanw organizatlon.

Record of the Associated

The Aszoclated BEilk AVorkera was
prrmeated with o rodical outlook,
On ity Executive Hoard the Left
wing hpd o majority. A member
of the Communist party wag ole
of the organizers. The ofticlals of
the union looked to the militants
for lepdership and policy. A betler
feld for the Left wing and itz clnss
education, & higher type of class
strugele union could be found no-
where in the country. In spite of
all of these meritorions gqualities
the stupid Stalinistz, in parsiiies
of thelr blind and disraptive policy,
pplit the Associated 5k Workers
in 1928 and formed the National
Textile Workers Unlon,

It iz ridiculous to oppose o split
under all eonditions, When a union
becomes the crcature of reaction-
ury oificials who make the sell-owt
to the bosses their only policy wod
prevent the rank and fle of the
union from using itz  democratic
rights to change the course and
leandership of the union then a split
iz often unavoidable, But the Stal-
inists hud no such grievance against
the Associated. They split the un-
fon because they could not  fetter
it with thelr mechanical control

Approximately 500 broad  silk
weavers followed the Natlonal an-
ion on Its rainous course. Both the
Asgociated and the National entered
Pl 10E1 strike about equal o
strength., The strike of that time
was only a shadow of what it is
towliy but here again the MNational
union revealed a glaring ineompset-
ence and an unwilllngness to face
fucts, Instead of a genulne offer
of common action with the Associ-
ated they sabotaged all real moves

toward unity. I[ustead of cement-
fng the solidarvity of fhe workers,
as was their clementary duly, they
pailled rabbits onf of the hat, such
as arbitearily sdvauveiog the date
set by the Assecinted [er Dhe strike.
Thae MNathonal, as a Left wing, was
mzible to exert any  iofuoence on
thee theen timbel  lewdersbip of e
Associatel. It was shortly before
thiz strike that the Assuclated al-
Hlintead weitlhy thee LU L. W, Lhiar Ma-
tlomnal emmerged from the strike only
woshell of wlal it led Decn ol the
LETH BT
Decline of the N. T. Y.

The atory of wilat Lappened o
chee 3. UL W Troam D651 gor dote Dos
already been tobd in che Milikant,
The lack of frecidom of expression
for the workers within the anion,
Live selectiovn of oifficlals from o bove,
the formatien of crplt  organbea-
Lioais, (he carping evitlelsm of the
Aaointed for net calling the pre-
spnl strike sooner than ey ikid
amd then the right-about-face pro-
pusnl  to delay the strike afler Bt
had been enllid by the Asgociated,
the formatien of & rival »patiooal
strike coomumiites, the undenbed re-
ports of the ofer by the Noatlonal
union of inlividual sirvike selble-
ments and o lower wage scile—all
of this bhos mode the workers bit-
ter ngainst the N, T. W. lis lead-
Eg mjlitanes i Poterson have left
it and joined the Associabed whers
they play o prominent part,

L the ether hand, the Assecinled
Hilk Workers, barring minoer croovs
bewds ol there, bhas done  iltself
prouwd in the present strilke sitos-
tion. Through its militant actions
iv bus eolisted the greal muajority
of the sllk workers. If has earned
nid  properly  deserves the support
of the entire labor movement,

|ndEpEndent Craft
Unions in Strike

The atrike [ DPaterson and
throwgghoue the Eastern stuates in-
cludes  within
Licnality of workers amd every craft
in the Industey. A strong spicic of
solidarity pervades the whole scee
of battle, Righting shoulder 1
shoulder are the unskilled, low pald
dye workers and the highly skilled,
relativgly well pald warpers, twist-
erd and loomiixers, The situation
among the skilled crafts iz ex-
tremely Important for the strike
amild the zsilk workers union in the
fammre.

For some time three A, F. of L.
craft unions of warpera, loomfilxers
and twisrers have existed in Pater-
=on which falled even to organizo
an appreciabls section of the trado
in these unione. A3 o ofher cole-
porles of the silk industry the work-
crs, tired of the exelusive, over-
cuntious tweties of the U, T. W,

(Contloued on Page 4)

lt# ranks EVELY nd-|r

Iavbor can fight the bosses out in
the open glving blow for blow, Far
more dangerons, however, i3 the en-
crny Lhat pretends fo be a friend
and voder the cover of his “friend-
Ahfip”  =tabs the workers o the
back. #Huch is MeMohon, the presi-
et of the United Textile Workers
of Awmerica.

Congider the deesds of thiz mon,
the highest offficer In an organiza-
tiom that sets ont fo improve the
lot of the worker:

MeMahon commeneed his doable-
denling, tecacherous  tricks even
before the strike got under woy.

I'rior to the outhrenk of the =ik
strike AlcMohon weged the sirike
commmittes of the American Federa-
tion of Hilk Workers not to strike
witil the ecode was setilsl, promis-
ing that if the latber wers nnaatis-
factory be would tie up (he whole
south. What happened?

Tired of waltlng for the endless
bickerings in Washington to bring
eanlts, and fully aware that the
hearings in Washington were deli-
berately intended to parvalyze fhe
fighting will of the workers, the
strike committes of the Associated
oenlled the workers oot

Teoficlally Aeidiabon endorsed (he
sirlke by sending a telegram to the
IFart Jervis local of the T, 1, W.
to walk ount fogether with the Al
F. 8 W, amd by representing that
wmgien mul its strike  demnnmds o
collforences with the manufacinrers
nt Washington.

But AleMdahon guickly  revealed
where his real sympathies lay. He
gecépled with open arma the strike
breaking propoznl of the manonfac-
torers for o teaee, a five week “cools
ing down" period during which the

strikers were to return to work,
and tried to ram it down  the
worker's throats. The workers
would bave wone of it—the strike,
began in real earnest, spreadiog
over the natlon, i

Frustrated in t(his =lick, under-|
cover maneuver to drive the work-
erd back into the mills  AMeMaohon
stripped the tacties of ali camon. |
fage, e called a meeting of the
natlonal executive board of the 10
. W, where they wvobted Dot to copne|
dorse the steike of the silk workers. |

In other words, this  misernble
creature of the manufacturers “out.
lawed™ “he greatest strike in the
long history of the silk workers
strugele by refusing to  recognize
il walk-omt of 50,000 men as
“legltimate,

But if McMahon and hisg no lpgs
treacherons lentenants would  not
"recognize” the strike officially they
progecded ot once to eecognize it In
reality by tryving to herd the work-
ers under the jurlsdiction of the
. T. W. hack to work. In tho
Ithode Island shops, in  Strouds-
viarg, Hazleton, Pa. and elsewhers
MedMabon gave orders that the
strike be called off and the workers
return, to work.

Sahotage at Hazelton
In Iazleton, Thomson, o member

Paterson was the eradle of the

clazs struggle In the United States
Just ms Lyons a groat silk center,
wig in France. Patersom has been
the storm center in the battles of
the aifk workers for more than :mu'
years, Inonnmerable strikes, some
that ended In wictory, and some in
utter roat, some that were bloody,
and othérs that were peaceful, some
by crafts and others by the entire
ill'llll'l.liil-l‘.}'. have been fought by the
Paterson workera. These  battles
were the roqd-pavers for Che great
conflice that shakea the textile in-
dustry toeduy.

THE PATERSON STRIKE OF 1823

The Arst strike of factory workers
in this country eccurred In Paterson
in 1836 among the men, women fumd
chlldren cotton operatives.  (S1k
as a fabrie did nol make its appesr-
ance till twelve years later), These
slaves had been toiling from suan-
rige to sunscet, They lived in com-
pany-owned tenementa. They wero
striking against the attempt of the
bosses to change the lunch hour
from twelve o'clock to one and for
the ten hour day. Marking the frst
act of solldarity, the building trades
and machinlsts stwick In sympathy.
Marking the first act of government
terror against striking workers, the
militih was called out to drive the
workers back to the shops. The

af the Excentive Hoard of the [T

T. W., working hand in glove with
the local police and the state troop-
ers, snbotnged the siriking of its
largest ahop, the Duplant. It was
only against his disruption that six
shops in that city were pulled down
by the A, F. 8 W,

Far from makiog gosd on hiz
promise to strike the sowth i the
cide was unsatisfactory—and that
wis the opinion of the majority of
the silk workers If not of MeMahon
—he I8 dolog everyihing in his
prwer Lo knlfe the strike at (he
very time when the =ik workors
nepd the most assi=innes, Ayl om
top of it all MeMahon i=2 attempting
tar 2larve fhe workers bock toe tho
shaps iy refusing to sanction ap-
peals for strike eelief by the Pator-
#on strike conmiilee,

IMPORTANT
NOTICE

Withi this issue the  Militant
begivg te refect tle new course

of tbe Communist League towand
e building of g oew pariy of
Lommunism 1o Amervica. Our
dim I to trawsform the Militant
from a propaguude organ bageond-
il mdinly for Comnonuinests into
a popular agitation paper ap-
pewling  divectly to the mass of
dmerican workevs, Us [oelllisie
this travsfermsation, sud dooble
one cireulation as (e Hest step,
weoare ecutting the suobseription
rates o $LO0 per year amd 50
cends for six months, The prices
of single coples are ept te bwa
eents, bundle rates to obw cont »
COpY.

We iotended to tell  you all
about it, and our wew  action
program  comwected with ke, in
thiz isswe, But the silk strike
waterial, which represcuts—as
']a beginning—what we meun by
tan agltation paper, crowded oot
{the explavation, 20 wo will have
to let it go over till next week,

Meantirue, ove urgent word;
We are undertaking this project
{eddely on our nerve, The #ow
| price of the Milltant s below
iT_hB coat of produgiion, It re-
gquires & subsidy. We have none,
not gvien the cost of next week's
Isswe. We peed your belp and
count on it.  If voud see the pesl
of o Communist paper (et ap-
peals  directly o the mass of
American workers, records their
slruggles, and talks thelr laogu-
age, there is o practical way for
You to help, Send a dongtion to

THE MILITANT

126 East 16th Street
New York City

girike was loat and the leaders dis-
charged, However the bosses later
coneedid on the noonhour dispute.
PATERS{ON—IZ35

The mext strike in Paterson did
ot come until 158356 when 2 00
cotton mill workers siruck for the
sloven our day, the abolition of
the storc-order system and exces-
slve fimes, The workers were led
by an erganization enlled the IPat-
eraon Assecintion for the Protection
of the Laboring Class, Ete" They
were alded by the Newnrk working-
men who sent in 30, for relief and
fhe New York workers who appoint-
ed commitiees for the same pue-
pose. The workers of Paterson held
ot for six long weeks and then
their ranks were broken through a
oompromize  offered 'Ij:}r thic  EWuiscs
in which two-thirds of the workers
returncd under a working day of
twelve hours for five davs in the
wirtk and nine bours on Sanday,
The mereiful bosses had ylelded one
and one-half hours., “The workers
remaining out for the 11 hour day
woere blacklisted as were the eohil-
dreen of the leadors.
"MRGANIZE THE UNSHILLED™

In 1878 the International Lehor
Union waged an eight months bat.
tle in Paterson against o redocson
in wages. The workers were starvy-

The Record of McMahon as a Misleader
of Labor; Bosses’ Agent in the Ranks
of the Working Class

Md Friend of the Bosses

The employers could hope for no
better fricnd thin MeMahon, He s
of for more serviee to the bhosses
agninst the strike than all the cops
and all the forces of “law aod
urder,'” But MecMahon's  ser-
vives did not begin with yesterday.
The treacherous record of the res
actionary U, T, W, machine, of
which he woas long 4 2 parl, runs
back for more thanm 20 years.

L L] L L

As far back wus 1012 the United
Textile Workers fornished strike-
breakers in sn attempt to  smasl
the Lawrence strike led by
L. W, W,

In 1013, one of the greatest
strikes in the history of Paterson's
stroggles, when the strike  was
solldly comducted by the I W. W.
under Blg  Bill Haywood, Johw
Golden amd Bara Conboy, the then
leaders of the U, T W, made a sepe
arate agrecment with the bosses
without the workers” knowlbdge nnd
suppert, delberately trying In that
way [ acll-out the workers,

In 1919 & strike was called by the
Palurson ribben weavers for the 44
hour week. ‘This was subotaged by
the O T W, The U, T, W. was for
compromizing on the 458 hour week
even while the Woar Labor Board
wiasd Tor giving the men the 42 1-2
hour week. In a short time they
dulil out eompletely, agreelng with
e manufactuvers to postpone {in-
definitely ) the shortening of hours,
But fhe ribbon weavers roemined
s#tubleroly on sirike and won the
#irike. And for this 300 were ex.
pelled from the T, T, W.

During the 1924 strike of the
Assgcinted in Paterson, Sara Con-
boy of the T7. T, W, sent a letler
b the A, F. L. unions telling them
that e Assoclated was an ouwtlaw
arganlzution and advising them not
to support the strike,

The 15, T, wW. under MeMalon
publicly denounced and attacked
the great Passale strike of 1926,
Itz lecal leaders teied to call off
fhe sirike aml foree the workers
back jnto mills and urged all A,
F. of L. unions to refuse to give re-
lief to thiz strike,

MeMahon's real phllosophy s oex-
prossed in o statement made during
the "rampanign” of the A, F. of IL.
to organlze the south in 1920

“We aren't talking higher wagoesa,
We aren't talking shorter  hownes,
You can't express one objectives in
those terms. We want to slt down
with the mill owners, we want to
take up their problems as our pros
blems, we want the mill owners,
ourselves, aod the general public
fo git down and diagnose the In-
dpstry’s §lls and seek mutually a
means to heal them™,

There stands McMahon, revealed
by bis own stotement as well as by
his petions as an agent of the boss-
ed, sarving as president of o labor
orgnnization only to be in o better

position to beteay and sell-ont the
wWirkers,

the *

Solldarlty Welds Ranks;
N.R. A. Truce Rejected

Fifty thousaml silk workers are
entering their sixth week of strike
with their ronks blgger amd more
solid thon cver. The mills remain
cloged, the leoms ldle and coveéry
atbempt of the bosses Lo roopen las
bsen frustrated by bhoge picket lines
of angry workers,

The strike is spreading  with
T T FET 4 1T |H.I!'l‘tti~tl'.l every sillk
will, lavge or small in the Lioiged
Blutes, Hirikers travel  hondreéds

of miiles Lo pull down slops [Illllj

Berwo ol ¥el joined fhe ranks.  Thae
Natlonal Sirike Commmities of tha:
merican Fedevation of Silk Work-
cis_voled abt its lest  mecting  to
cloge every 0. U W. shop that 1s
#ill wut work—io bring the New
Eugland scctor of tloe =ik ladostey
B sl compHebe staod=eill,

As testimony to the Ggheing spivi
that is catching on everywhere un-
der the impetus of the silk strike
iz the decizsion of the =ik truck
drivers not o hoandle seab silk.

The minster ddeinonstralion  of
more Ehuan DMK silk dye workers
on Mowday, Uctober 2, i the Hinel-
lifte City Stadinm warks the high
podnt of the grent textile battle, By
their enthuslastle siuging aml cleer-
ing the ecmbattled zilk and  dyo
waorkers gavie nn Ltz ged i b lile evid-
cinss bo the bosses that they hadl
clemched tloeir fHsts wod Eritted thasir
teeth in frm determination to pe-
main oulb uotil their demands are
won. By this great dewonsteation
the wilk workors of Putecson ol
vicinity bave given hearvt aond Dope
to the workers everywhere, Uiz
sl workers arve showlng the way.

The American Federation of silk

Historic Strike of
20 Years Ago

Never-po-be-forgoticn by TR
who took part in lE, or those who
have heard its story told, the tradi-
tion of the great silk sirike of 1913
in Paterson ls the iospiration be-
hind the pewerful struggle that hos
brovght (he fubric of the Industey
to o stands=till coday,

Those were stirrlug  days,  For
=2 long weeks the silk workees of
Paterson mmintained  the  baiols
limes unbiroken,  Workers  wono
clubbed and shot by pelicomen wl
detectives, Upwards of S0 strik-
ers were thrown nte jails aonfle for
dogs.  The organizers woere resg-
cuted.  The ateike waos vilifled by a
lying press which ascreamed  with
rage at the revolting salaves, aml
demandied that the leaders be tar-
rd il fenthered and deiven ot
of tewn., The polpit thundersd de-
pnncinlion at the men aml women
who wanted n better life In this
world, Bot with grim determination

Waorkers has become n greal mag-
et of attraction for the indegend-
ent, scutbered and craft uolons that
are focking te its  bamner from
eviery silk center in Che pation, The
Aleutown workers hove ollilizbed
Lo bl matiomal steike commities of
e A, BB W, The United Warps-
ey Laaagie: of Luiterson sl vieln-
ity have Tellowed their beod. The
A BB, W, bas coone ferwiard as
o wnilying foroe conselidatinsg  thi
vuergics of all ol sillk workers
prneclesr @bg colman  direct o,

Again thie A, F. 5. W, bas af-
irmed its weshakoable will npot o
rerirn e work wider anyibhing but
a natienn]l agrecmeont. The disrop-
Live role of the X, 0, W., which Lud
tssued @ publlc stalement dheclariog
s vealioess (e sigon soparate shop
dpreciwnis on a lewer scale fhan
Ll o cheponendisd by the A, F. 8.
W, has [0 digeredived this organd-
sacbioe that it wus compelled to issue
a “denial™ o an evasive sEleament
vt by Joebn J. Dkadlao.

Wlaer ebcongueils of L strikers, re-
flE.‘-lII.E L Comipiroimi=e, lmive remnine
o the swme a3 ab [ne onl=et ok
the strike—g36 for weavers, the
thirty hewr week and the two leom
Aysfem. A test of the strikers' mill-
tuncy in obbtuinieg these Aemanda
took gHoce ob (e Crew Dye plant
whesre the sirikers clashed with the
#irtkebrenkers, several  workers
wWiske prrested.

N. K. A "Truce”

denator Wagner, of the NILA, bas
coeiie b bring  “imndustrinl  pesce™
o the strike-boond silk arcas, ot
g0 lomg ago the ik workers learn-
ed what the Iwdustrbel peace of
the XNI1LA meant for them in reality
=-cilllng off the strike in a fve

weeks vtruee” during which  time
the goevernment aud  the  bosses
would impose the slove silk code

on the workers. In spite of the
treacherons agrcenent of Aoldlabon
to this “fruce” the sirikers voled
it dewn as a man. They mnost be
Just as wary of e pew manewvers
of thie NLA and any of his agents
in labor's ranks.

The answer of the sirdkers o
every attempt te lure them back
into the mills ponder promises of
“wil justments” under KNUA  protee-
tiern Bz becn o Atreogthen the
picket lpes and to apeesd (e
strike Lo othor s=ilk centers,

Thi =llk workers' sirike started
afler the NRA machinery had al-
vy shown how i0 functioned in
other strikes, in collusion with the
reactlonney labor leaders, to muffla
s revolt of the workers ami
bregl: chelr fighting ranks with de-
ceitful prombzes and threats., ‘The
iragic expevienee of the Pennsyl-
vanle miners bas not been lost on
the silk workers,

With such vigilanee as the strik-
ers have exhibited to date, with
the mass picketing and the sterl-
ing milicaney that hos  ooimoeted

{(Continued on Page 4)

ed back Inte submlission. Signifie-
ant about thiz strike was the ap-|
pearanee of an outstanding leader,
P 1. MeDonnell whe was a staunch |
advogate of industrial welonism and
whozse slogan was “organize  the
unskilled”., Under his guidanee
huge strikes of many months took
place . in Fall River in 1870 and
again  Im 1884, Strikebreakers
smashed the strikes in both these
Cases,

SLAVE WAGES—18%4

The zilk operatives of Paterson,
driven to desperation by the weeteha
edly low wages, which, wmecording
to the Daily Guardian of the time,
were “insnfficlent to boy the com-
monest kind of feod and purchose

coal  amd  wood™, walked from
mill o mill pulling down
the shogs. The Mew York ribbon

wedavers jolned the strike and the
Paterson strikers trudged all the
way to New York to vislt their
fellow strikers. The workers re-
turned the wisit. Dat if the strik-
ers were united, so were the bosaes
of Paterson and New York who
had a binding compact to break the
strike, Many n striker received a
free permanent wave from a police-
man's nighistlek, The strike was
neither won nor lost—aome of the

mills granted the raise in pay amd
others did not.

thi: silk workers they are bound
atraight for wvictroy!

Out of thiz strike cmerged three
craft unlous—the Horizontal Warp-
ers Assoclation, the Hibbon Wenwv-
erd Unisn, . the Loomfxers and
Twisters Unfon and alse two una
lons that cut across craft lines—
the Hroad Sk Weavers Union snd
the Silk Workers Undon.

INCH BY INCH

For a while things simmered in
Patevson, only for hell to break
looze agaln around the period of
1339, 18 and 1902, icketing,
pelice clubbling, arrests,  denuneia-
tion from the press pod the pualpit
ran throogh the lest years of the
last century and the opening of this
one, 1o 1583 after an elght months
slege during which time strikers
were jalled for calling strikcbrenk.
wrg “seabs”, the  United ERibbon
Weavers Union won p obo-cenb-i-
yvard Increase on the plece eate

The United Textile Workers be-
gan its career in 1801, Scon after
the Paterson craft nnions afilinted
to it

Flcket lines again in 1902, Led
by the Ribbon Weavers TUnion
againgt which an injunction was
invaked, atandlng the union $0,000
for” fines in plcketing cases, the
broad silk weavers and the dyers
won an increase of ope and one
ball cents on & yard.

LIVING CONDITIONS
The Wretched conditions of the
years following the turbulent open-
ing of the twentleth century pre-

pared the way for the great batiles
of 182, 1913, According to  the
Bilk Association the average wage
of the worker was less than 210
weckly amnd in that period (he cost
of living rose by Gl.

L W. W. — 1912

The Detroit faction of the I. W.
W, headed by Eodolf Katz: conduct-
el an unsuceessiul struggle apainst
the four leom system, ‘Thiz atrike
proved (o the sceptics that the BEng-
lish speaking amd the forcign born
workoers could stamnd together and
fight zide by side, The story of the
103 strike is told in another eol-
umn of the Militant, as is the Asso-
cinted Bilk Workerg strike of 1919,

AMALGAMATED TEXTILE
WORKERS UNION

From May 1919 to November 1922
a milltant, class struggle wanion,
whise cteed was “one blg unlon for
the textile industry™ swept the feld,
winning big battles in  Lawrenoe,
Paterson, Allentown, Pawtocket
Valley, West Hoboken. It had
GO members. This was the Am-
nlgampted Textile Workers, BEad

| leadership, sdverse conditions, a

few lost strikes were the cause of
itz disbanding In 193,

The erisis of 1921 kit the Pater-
arn broad silk workers local of
the United Textile Workers o mor-
tal blow and it passed out of exist-
CIee,

8 HOUR DAY SLOGAN IN 1924

In 1924 the Associated Silk Work-
ers led 13,000 bread silk workers of
Paterson in a strike for the & hopre
day, to offset the 3-4 loom system,
a 13% wuge loncrease and unlon pes
cognition, They won a partial vie-
tory, many of the shops recognis-
ing the union and granting wage

increases.
THE PASSAIC STRIKE — 1926

Clubbed and tear-gaszsed by cops,
slugged by gunmen the sllk  dye
workers of Passale, Garfeld amd
Lodi, New Jersey held out valiantly
against & 10M% wage cut and for
enion recopnition under the Loft
wing United Pront Committes of
Textile Workers. They logl the
strike after o long and meemorablo
struggle,

SOLD oUT

The U. T. W. betrayers of New
Bedford sold out many silk work-

era aftpr a stubborn battle of 22
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weeks, im 1928, In the same year
the Associated conducted a  strike
for & wage lncrease and unlon pe-
cogtrition.  DBut the strike was not
solid. AMany crafts  roemained &t
wark, the unlon was aplit in the
mbdst of the strike and it was lost.

The 1931 afrike i= nlso reported in
anobber column.

IN CONCLUSION

A great trodition belongs o the
sllk workers, aml preat lessons are
to b lenrned from it In the silk
workers' struggles atretehing
over one hundred years many an-
tons have come and gone,  The silk
workers have had to cope with be-
trayers on the one hamd and eraft
iivigion on the other. Somedimes
they have won and mauy times ther
had o return to the millg—van.
iuished. Bot the amazing vitality
uf the sirnggle of the working class
iz attested by the present strike—
the greatest In fhe higtory of the
silk workers. This struggle wlll
nol eease with the conclusion ofF
the present strike. It will becoms
fercer and more Felentless antil that
doy comes when the working class
Ly fts united strength will  build
a mew system where strikes will
become memorles of a post age of
slavery and oppresslon.



