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After a brief Interval I am e
turning agaln to the poliey of the
Independent Labor Party. This 1=
occasloned by the declaration of the
delegatlon of the I. T. . at the
Parls conference which permits a
cleat flen of the gencral tendency
of the §. I~ P a3 well as of the
stage nt which now 1t fimls ligelf.

The delegation considera [t neces.
gary to coll o World Congress of
“all" revolutlonary partica begin-
ning with those gdbering to  the
Third Intermational. “If the Third
Internutionul proves unpréeparsd Lo
change itg tactics and organization,
the time will have eome to consider
the formation of 8 new Internation-
al”., This phrase contnlng the very
esgener of the present polley of the
I. L .P. Having shiftcd declalvely
ta the left, to Communizm the mém-
bers of this party refuose to belleve
that the Commumnist Internntional
which disposes of numersus cadres,
of muterial and techolenl menns, ia
bt for the revolutlonary movement,
1t 18 necessary, they say, o make
one more egf of fhe abllity or in-
alifility of the Comintern to change
itg policy.

Warking Class *Parliamentarism™

It is incorecet, even naive, o
pose the guestlon in this manner.
The uhility or Inabilily of a party
i not determined ot n  Congress
L
but o dally stuggle, and paeticolar-
Iy, In time of grent dangers, mo-
mentons decisionsg and mass action,
After the vietory of Hitler for
which the Comintern benrs a die-
et responsibility, the leadership of
the Comnintern had not only left ita
policy unchanged but on the con-
trapy hns intensified its disastrous
meihods,.  This histoele test welghs
a thousand times more than all the
declarntions which the representa-
tives of the Comintern might make
at any one congress, 1B muost not
be forgoticn that congresses Depre-
sent elements of “parliamentarliam™
in the workers' movement tself,
While parliamentarism ia inevituble
aml necezsnry It oaonot add any-
thing fundomentolly mnew  above
whit has been actuslly atinined In
mass strugele. This refers not only
to parlinmentarlsm of the bourgeods
ghiate bt alss te the “parlloment-
ary” institutlons of the proletariat
jtwelf. We must orlentate oursclves
by e real activity of working
class orgnnlzations and not expect
any miracles from  the proposed
World Congress.

Imring a perled of tem years
(1923-1933) the Left Opposition
acted ng n fraction of the Comintern
hoping to attnin an improvement in
its policy and regime by syatematic
eriticlsm amd an active participation
in the life of the Comintern and
ita sectlons, The Left Opposition
therefore hos a colossil experience
of an Internntional eboracter, There
was uot o =lngle important historic
event which did nop fores the L.
0. to counterpose iks slogans and
methods to the slognng and methods
of the bureauvcracy of the Comin-
term., The struggle around  the
guestlons of Soviet economy  and
the cegime in the Communist party
of the Soviet Unlon, the Chineae
revolutlon, Anglo-Russlan  commik-
tee, ete., ote, remalined comparative-
ly little known to the workers’
parties of the West*. But two chap-
ters of this stroggle passed befors
the eyes of the advanced workers
of all the world: they deal with
the theory and practice of the
“third perlod” and with the stra-
tegy of the Comlnotern in Germany.

No Impatience in L. 0.

If the Left Opposition can be
blamed for anything, 1t is certainly
not for an impatlent break with the
Comiutern. Only after the German
Communist party which has been
gathering millisns of vobes, proved
incapable of offering cven the least
restatance to Hitler, and the Com-
intern refused not only to rocog-
pize the erroneonsness of its polley
put even the very fact of the defeat
of the proletariat (in reality the
vietory of Hitlor ig the greatest de-
feat of the proletariat in the his-
tory of the world!) and replaced
the analysis of Its mistakea and
erimes by a new eampalgn of per-
gpention nnd slander ngainst real
sagxists,—only after this did we
say: nothimg ean save these people
any more, The German  entastro-
phe, and the role of the Comintern
in it, 13 Infinitely more important
for the world proletariat than any
organizatlonal maneuvers, CONEress-
ps evagive declarations, diplomatie
agrecments,  etc. The  historical
jndgment on the Comintern has
bieen pronouncsd. Thera ls no ap-
peal from this verdict.

The hBlatory of the Comintern la
almost unknown to the members of
the 1. [. P. which has just recently
taken the revolutlonary path. Be-
glilea no organization learns only
by books and files. The I. L. I.
wants Independently to undergo
an experlence that was made Dy
others on o much larger scale. Had
this involved only the loss of a few
months, one could have reconclled
oneself to it despite the fact that
each month of our tlme 18 much
more than years of another. The
danger, howevew, les therein, that
aspiring to “test™ the Comintern by
n cliser drawing together to it, the
I. I.. P. may follow unnoticeably for
itself the waya of the Comintern—
and ruln itself,
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A Criticism of lts Paris
Declaration by
Leon Trotsky

The trade unlon question remalns
the maest important question of pro-
letarian policy of Great Britaln as
will ns of the majority of old cap-
italist countrles. In this field the
mistnkezs of the Comintern arve bn-
numerable, No  wonder: the In-
nbility of o party to establish cor-
ri=ct relations with the class reveals
itself most glaringly in the trade-
unlon movement. That la why I
conslder It encessary to dwell on
this groblem,

The trade anfona  were fotoed
duaring the period of the growth and
rig of capitalism, They had as
thelr task the ralsing of the ma-
ferinl and cultweral level of the pro-
lotariat aml the extension of (ta
peliticnl rights. This work that
lested in England over a century
clonthed the trade unlons with a
tremendous authority among  the
workers. The dEcay off  Britlsh
capitnlizm under the eonditiona of
the decline of the world capltallst
syatem, undermined the basls for
the reformist work of the trade un-
fon=.  Capitalizm epn maiotain it
self longer only by lowerlng the
atandned of living of the working
clu=s, Under these conditions the
Irade nnlons conld elther transform
themselves into revelutionary orgn-
tlxatlons or become the helpers of
capitalism in the Intensified explol-
tntlon of the workers. The trade
unlon buresveraey which  salwved
sntlsfactorlly itz own soclal problem
took the second path. It turned
the whole accumulated authorlty of
the trpde unions against the so-
clalist revolution and even agalinst
anmy pttempls of the workers (o pes
#lat the attacks of capital aod re-
et ion.

The Most Tmporiant Task

Henceforth the liberation of the
workers from the resctlonney influ-
ciee of the frade unlon buresneraey
his become the most lmportant task
of o revolutlonary pariy. In  this
decislve field the Comintern reveal-
o a complete Inndequacy. Duoring
the wears 1020-27 and first of all
during the minees' steike and the
cenernl strike, that is, at the time
of- the greatest erlmes and betrayals
of the Generanl Councll of the trade
unions, the Comintern obsequiously
tomlied before the honorable atelke-
breakers ecovering them up before
the masses by its authority and
helping them to remaln In saddle:
thu=, 1 mortal blow was strack at
Phe “minority movement”. Fright-
ened by the results of its work, the
Imreayerats of the Comintern went
1o the extreme of ulira-radiceslizm:
the fatal exceases of the “thitd per-
lodd" were due to the deslre of the
emall Communlst minority to act
in o mannor presupposing that they
ind a majorlty behind them., Iso-
lating liself more and more from
fhe working class, the Commonist
purty counterposed to  the ifrade
nnlona embracing millions of work-
era ita own trade onlon organiza-
tions, most obedient to the leader-
alifp of the Comintern but separatbedl
by an abyss from the working class,
Mo better favar conld be done to
the trade union bureancraiey. Had
it disposed of the Order of the Gar-
ter it should have decorated all the
leaders of the Comintern and the
Profintern with 1t.

As was sald, the frande unions
now ploy not a progressive but a
reactionary role. MNevertheless they
#illl embrace millions of workers.
One must not think that the work-
era are blind and do not see the
change in the historiec role of the
trnde unlons. Bot what 18 to be
dene? The revolutlonary way out
compromlsed Esalf badly In the eyes
of the Left wing of the workers by
the zigzags and adventures of of-
ficinl communnlsm. The warkers
gy to themselves: the trade-uninos
are bad bot withoot them it might
be even worse, This i the payoh-
ology of an Impazse, AMepnwhile,
the trade union buareauncracy per-
segutes the revelutionary workers
ewer more holdly, replaclng ever
more impudently lnner democraey
by the arbitrarlness of cligoes,
ftrnnaforming in essence the teade
mniong Into some sort of concentra-
tion camps for the workers under
ieclining eapitalism.

Can We Skip Over the Trads Tons

Under  these  condltiona the
thought enslly arlses; I It not pos-
gible to skip over the trade-unlons?
Iz It not possible to réeplace them
by some sort of fresh, incorropti-
Lble organtzations on the type of
revoluntlonary trade unlons, shop
commilttecs, soviets and the lHke?
The fundamental mistake of aoch
attempta lies thereln that o great
politleal problem of how to fres the
magses from the Infurnce of the
trade-unlon bureducracy la replaced
by organizational ecxperiments. It
ia insufficient to show the masses a
new address. It i nDeccssary  to
find the masses where they are and
to lpnd them.

Tmpatient “lefts" asometlmes aoy
that it s fn any case Imposalble to
congquer the trade unlona becaunss
the bureanerncy subjects the Inoer
regime of the organization to ita
interests of self-preservation, resort-
ing to the basest macholations, re-
presslons and plain erookedness In
the apirit of the parliiméntary
olignrehy of the time of the “rot-
ten boroughs"”. ‘This argument sig-
nifles In reallty the giving up of
the actua]l struggle for the massed
nnder the excnze of the eorrupt
charaeter of the trade unlon boresa-
craey. Thla argument can be de-
veloped farther: should we not
abanden revolutionary work alto-
gethicr because of repressiona and
provecitions on the part of the gov-
erament bureaueracy? There exlata
ng priocipled difference here aince

the trade unlon bureaucracy has
completely become s part of

capltalist apparatos, ecopomie and
governmental, It Il absord to
think that It would be possible to
twork pgalost the trade unlon bu-
reaucricy with Its alda, or even
with Ita consent. Inmsofar as It de-
fenda itsalf by persecutlons, viol-
ence, expulsions, frequently resort—
ing to the asslstance of government
authoritles, we must learn to work
in the trade unlons discretely find-
ing & common language with the
mazikes but not réveallng ourselves
prematurely to the burcaucracy. It
iz precisely In the present epoch
when the reformist burcaucrney of
the proletariat has transformed 1E-
self into the economie police of cap-
ital, that revolutlonary work In the
trade unions, performed intelligent-
ly and systematically, may yleld
decisive results in & comparatively
short tlime.

The Capture of Trade Unions

We do not at all want to say by
this that & revolutlopery parcty s
ngaurdd of the complete capture of
the trade unions for the purposes
of the soclalist overturn. The pro-
blem Is not so simple. The trade
unlon apparatus  hae  attalned o
great independence from the mass-
e The bureaucrncy 18 capable of
retaining s positions a loog time
after the masses have turned agalnst
it. But precisely this slivation,
when the masses are already hostile
ta the trade nnlon bureaucracy and
the bureancracy s atill capable of
misreprisenting the opinlon of the
organization and of sabotaging the
re-eléctions, s most favorable for
the creation of shop committees,
workers" councils and other organi-
rzatlona ad hoe, that is for the Imme-
diate needs of the glven moment.
Even in Rusalas, where the trade
unichis have not poasessed by far
the powerful traditions of the Brit-
ish trade unlons, the Qetober over-
throw occeurred with the predomin-
apce of the Menshevika fIn the ad-
minstration of the trade wunlons
Having lost the masses these ad-
ministeatlons were still cnpable of
sabotaging the re-electlon of the ap-
parnins, although already powerless
to sabotage the proletarian revolu-
tlom,

It la absolutely neccssary right
now to prepare the mind of the
advanced workera to the ldea of the
ereation of shop committesa and
workers” counclla at the moment of
a sharp change. But It would be
the greatest mistake to “play” in
peactice with the slogan of shop
connells comforting onesslf with
“this idea" becaunse of the lack of
real work and real infloence in the
trade unions. To counterposse to
the existing trade unlons the ab-
diraetion of workers® counclls would
mean not only to set the bureaun-
cricy agalnst opeself bot also the
masses, and to deprive onesslf
therehy of the possibility of pre-
paring the ground for the ereation
of workera® councils,

In thiz the Comintern has galned
not lttle experfence: having creat-
el docile;, that s, purely Commun-
{at rtade unlona & counterposed
antagonistically lta sections to the
working masses and has thereby
doomed itself to & complete Impot-
ence: this la one of the most im-
portant causes for the collapse of
the German Communist party, Is
it true, the PHRritlsh Communlst
Party, ingofar ag I am Informed, op-
posea the slogan of workers' coun-
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Superficlally this way seem ke 8
riealistic appralsal of the situation.
In reality, the British Commuonist
Party rejects ooly oue form of poli-
tical adventurism for another, more
hysterical form. The theory and
practice of social-Fascism and the
rejection of the polley of the united
front creates unsurmountable obs-
taeles to the work io the trade un-
fens, aa each trade union is, by lia
very nature, an arena for a pro-
longed united fromt of revolution-
ary parties with reformist and nom-
party masses. [nsofar as the Brl-
tish Communist Party proved io-
capable, even after the German
trugedy of learning apd re-arming
itzelf anew, an alllapce with It can
only pull te the bottom the I I. P
which has just recently entered
Into the perlod of revolotlonary
mtindy,

Paepdo-Commuontata  will, no
doubt, refer to the last congress of
trade unlons which declared that
there can be no uolied frong wlth
Communtats agalnst Foaselsm, It
wonld be the greatest folly to ac-
cept this plece of wisdom as the
final verdict of history. The trade-
unlon burcaucrats permit themselv-
e such bonstfol formulae only be-
cause they are nobt  immediately
ithreatemed either by Fascism, or by
Communizm. When the hammer of
Faselsm 18 ralsed over the bead of
the trade unlons then, with & eor-
rect polley of the revolutionary
party, the trade union masscs will
gliow an lrreslstible arge for an
aliiance with the revolutionarcy
wing nmd will carry with them
to this path even & certaln portion
of the apparstuz. On the conkearcy,
if Communism should become o de-
cisive force, threatening the Gen-
eral Council with the loss of posl-
tiona, honors and Income, Mpasrs,
Clirin and Co. would undoubtedlys
enter into a bloc with Mosley and

Co. againgt the Communists. Thus,
in Angnst 1917, the Mensheviks and
sSocial-Revelutlonarics together with
the Bolshevika repulsed gencral
Eornilov. Two months later, in
October, they were fighting hand in
hanid with the Kornllovists against
the Holsheviks., And In the fArst
montha of 1917, when Mescs, reform-
izsts were still strong they declaim-
il Just like Clirin & Co. of the
Impossibility for them te moke an
glliance with a dictatorship elther
of the Right, or of the Laft,
Revolutlonary Realism

A revolutionary proletarian party
must be welded together by a clear
understanding of it historle tasks:
thizs presupposes o  sclentifcally
baged program. AE the same time
a revolutlonary party must know
how to establish correct relationa
with the class; thls presupposes &
policy of revolutlonary  reallsm,
equally removed from  opportunist
vagueness and sectarian aloofness,
From the polit of view of both
these criterin intrinsleally conneet-
od, the I. L. P, should review its
relatton to the Comintern &s well
fs to all other organization and
tendencies within the working class,
This concerns first of all the fate
of the 1, L. P. Itself.

= L. TROTSKY.

* This article 13 in print, however,
in a serleg of studies and documents
published partly alzo In  forelgn
languages. For the English com-
rades the publications of the Am-
erican League (FPioneer Publishers)
are of great importance. Whoever
wishes to study serlously the ten
year struggle of the Left Opposition
for the reform and improvement of

When a movement enters a new,
a higher atage, thora are always
elements who defend the vesterday.
A wliler perspective frightens them.
They aee nothing but dificglties and
dangers,

Comrades who partlelpated In
one of the meetings of Bolshevik-
Leninists communicated to me some-
what the followiog eriticiam of one
of the participants: “we made Do
galus at the Paris copference; the
whole matter came down to Dego-
tlations and agreements at the Lop;
such a polley cannot have any rev-
olutlonary signifcance; the jolot de-
claration algned by the “summits”
of four organizations slgoilfies o
reality a devistion towards the ao-
dlal-demecracy. . .." Bloee  this
eriticism, reflects—it i troe, In a
very exaggerated form—the doubla
amd apprebensions of a certaln nom-
tier of comrades (according to all
Information, of & small minority).
it i necessary to examine serlous-
Iy the above coumerated argoments.

“The negotlations were ecarrled
on by the tops”. What does this
argument mean? Conference and
conventlons always conslat of the
“tops™, that I3 of representatives,
It I8 an Impossible task to assem-
ble in one place all the members of
the Left Opposition, the 3. A, P,
. 8 P. and 0. 8. P. .How can
agreements between organizatlons
be made without negotintions of the
representatives, that is “tops"? On
this point the eriticlsm evidently
lacks any sense,

Pressura from Ranhs

Or does the anthor of the eritie-
fsm want to say that the represen-
tatlves of the organlzations which
gigned the joint declaration do not
exptesa the opinion of the rank and
file¥ Let vs examine this argument
ng well,  With regard to the 3. A,
i*, it 1a known to all that the rank
amid file of the party have been
striving for a long time not only for
a cloper approach to us but for a
complete fusion with us, whils un-
til wery recently, the tops evaded
the izsue, put breaks upon it fear-
ing n separation from possible al-
lea of the right. In this case what
does 1t mean that the tops found
themselves compelled to sign jolntly
with us a most Ilmportant doow-
ment? The answer s elear: the
pressure of the rank and file towards
the Left, that Is toward us, became
#0 mirong that the leaders of the
B. A. P. were forced to turn fo ua.
Those whe know how to Interpret
pelitical facts and sympioma cor-
rictly, will say that this s a great
victory. This concluslon retaina
fta full force Independently of the
fact how adroltly, or skillfully the
negotintions between the topa wore
carried om. Not the negotlations de-
cided the matter bat the whole pre-
ceding work of the Left Opposition,
With regard to the 0. 8. P. {Hol-
land( the sltoatlon ls approximate-
l¥ the same. This organlzation was
not connected with o at all. Two
venrs ago IE found self In & bloe
with Reldewits and Rosenfeld. To-
idlay it drew nearer to us., It Is
clear that the leaders of this or-
ganfzation would have never made
this step If there had not beeo a
strong pull to the left on the part
of the rank and file.

With the K. % P. {Sneevlist) the
matter stands somewhnt differently.
Friendly relations exlasted here al-

the Comintern must study all these

cils onder the present conditiofs.

Ldocuments.

rendy for quite some tlme. Many

| comrades know what active sapport

The Stalinist thesretlcal program
for Coba places on the order of the

day the “sgrarian, antl-imperialist
revolution.” According to the Stal-
inlsts the task of the Coban Com-
munist Party 13 to “agltate and or-
ganize the peasants™ for thia end.
Among thelr slogans stands the
demand for the division of the land
wWhich the apply to the sugar plan-
tatlons,

Ungueationably the central prob-
lemy of Cuban cconomy ls the agra-
rlan question. Bot the agrarian
question in Cuba bas an  entirely
different content than It had In HKus-
gla. Russlan agricolture was or-
ganlzed on the basla of a number
of large estates fo the hands of
feudal landowners and o myriad
of small holdings worked by indl-
vidual peasants. The land was col-
tivated with primitive methods and
equipment. Those who worked the
land stoeod In the relation to it of
peasards. They constituted the
majorlty of the papulation.

That Is not the pleture which
grects the eye in Caba, Most  of
the land onder culilvation s de-
votid to sugar cane, In arca this
Iz equal to more tham ome third of
thels land. Ninety percent of this
land ia owned or controlled on long
term leases by large Amerlean Augar
companles, Bome of these plinta-
tlong are of enourmous slze. They
extend beyond the county lmits and
include towns, Some plactations
embrace tens of thousands of acres,
Az early as 1900 one plantation alone
refined 200000 bags of sugar, ten
per cent of the entlre corp. Slnce
then centrallzatlon has gone on
apace by coneolidation of large
plantations and the bankruptey of
the smallér ones under the prodding
guldancs of the Chase Natlonal and
Matlonal City banks. The Chap-
arcn plantation which began in 1900
with 64,000 acrea had grown to
250,000 by 10246,

Mllong of dollars In machinery
bave been poured Ioto the sugar
plantations. The procéss began in
1820 with the introduction of steam
machinery, In 15840 the appearance
of rallroads gave thls process a new
development. Today the plantations

boast the most up to date machin-

are operated on an INDUSTRIAL
bagis. For the most part the men
who toll on them are woge work-!
erg. Wages are unbelievably low;
in Camaguey under Machado they
were na low as three cents a day,
ihé working year in many ‘cases
does not ¢xceed one month, A num-
ber of the rugar workers try to
supplement thelr meager earnings
between harvests by cultivating the
gmall and patches of relatives,

Becanse of the high degrea of
concentration of the industry large
numbers of workers are massed on
the plantations. As early as 1893
twelve hundred workers were re-
quired to harvest the crop on one
plantation. Carleton Beales reports
that one sugsr company In 1983
fed “over 7,000 unemployed persons
—not &0 much out of charlty as
to prevent eabotage and the buro-
Ing of cane fAelds"”

Moreover, the majority of the su-
gar workers have little or mo affin-
ity with the soll In the sense of
a pensaniry. It 18 estimated that
from 1913 to 1927 forty thousand
negroed & Year werd smuggled nto
Cuba. During the World war, in
the perlod of the great expansion of
sugar lands, thovsands of negroes
from Halti and Jamalea and even
Chinese coolies were brought Into
Cuba to work on the sugar planta-
tlons. Inasmueh ag the number of
sugar workers today la  estimpated
At H00,000 the labor turnover on
the plantatlons has been great. The
sngar workers, for the moat part,
have no roots in the soll. There-ls,
in Cuba, no land hunger eompar-
able to the land hunger of the Rus-
sian peasants,

Thomtimds of the half milllon
plantation workers—approximately
balf of the entire working popula-
tion—have been  organlzed Into
TRADE TUNIONS.

Omne strike browght oot  twenty
thousand, Bugar workers partieclp-
wted In the general strike of two
hundred thousand workera In 1830
In protest againat the terrorism of
the trade unlons by Machado, To-
day they are on strike on a scale
surpassing all previous struggles.
The press reports state that the
workers have selzed 156
sugar mills and are attempting to
operate them by workers' oom-

ery In the world.

the Io short the esugar plantations of

The Stalinist Program for the Cuban Revolution

the owners of the plantations “‘are
willing to meke concosslons on
wages, hours, and working condl-
tions but say the workers demand
the impossible™. And what ls the
impossible demand of the workera?
They want thelr committees to man-
age the mills, In a word the sugar
workers are puttlng forward the
demand for workers control and
management of indostry. In  the
next stage this will lead to the de-
mand for oatlonalization of the in-
dustry and will indleate the corré-
gponding state form under Which
alone 1t 1s possible—the dictator-
#hip of the proletariat.

A prazantry exlsts In Cuba but
fta welght In seonomy I8 amall and
pongequently fta welght In soclety 1s
correspondingly small.

But it is hopeless to think
that the peasantry can lead the
Cuban réevoluiion. The Stalinlsts
who want to “agitate sand organ-
Iz the peasants” to lead the “agra-
rlan revolution” do not know what
they are talking abount.

It lz no better with the “antl-
Imperialist revolution.” Ninety per
cent of the sugar Industry I8 In the
hands of Amerigan capital. Most
in the hands of Amerlcan capltdl.
of the tobacco Industry Ia likewlse
Nearly all the banks, rallroads,
gtreet car lnes, electrle plants, the
telephone syatems, publle utilitles,
doeks, ete, ete, are owned by Uni-
ted States capitalista, Threes banks,
principally, control all of Coban eco-
nomy : the Mationdl Clty Bank, the
Chase National Bank, and the House
of Morgan.

Thus the strugele of the Cuban
workers In all indostries for high-
er wages and  better conditlons
must, of neceasity, develop into a
struggle against Amerfean imperial-
lsm. The soiversal lmpoverlshment
of the Cuban workers has profound-
Iy imbued them with a hatred of
thelr Imperialist masters

If we are to speak of an “agrar-
lan, antl-imperialist rovolution"—
an impermissably ambiguous formu-
latlon—we <an do %o only In the
sense of the proletariat leading the
struggle. The -fArst stepe  are in-
dicat e glogan of the nation-
allzation of industry under workers'

mittess. The New York Times
Beptember 20 reports that

control of production.
_TI- HTM

A Step Forward or
A Step to the
Right ?

Bnesvliet and his friends bhave ren
dered the Left Oppositlon during
the Copenhagen couference and es-
pecially, during the Amsterdeam
unti-war copgress. ‘The Coemiontern
guestion prevented thia political pro-
ximity from taking on an orgond-

gational form®. ‘When we declared
curselves for a new  Internotional
the wall dividing us was broken
down. Is it not clear that in this
cuse our new orientation brought
immedintely & conerete and valuable
resnlt?

Our Conjectures

About three months ago we wrole
hypothdically that with a broad
and declsive policy we could prob-
ably find not a8 few allles among
Laft wocialist groupings. A month,
a month and a half ago, we volced
the conjecture that & break with the
Comintern would greatly facllltate
the influx to our slde of revolution-
ary groupings of scclal-demoeratic

origin, Is It not clear that the
Parls conference confirmed both
these conjecinbes and on o B le

that we ourselves could not expect
two, or three months agoe? TUnder
these conditions, to comploin  Eht
everything came down to negotin-
tlona by the “tops” and to assert
that the new allinnce has no ey
olutionary significance iz to reveal
a complete ignoranes of the basic
processes which are now  taking
place within the proletacloat,

But partleularly strange (mildly
gpeaking) sounds the argument that
we are making a turn towards,..
reconeiliation wlth the socinl Jdem-
ocracy. The Stalinista slander us
in this manncr and not for the
firat tlme. What boasis 1s there for
carrying these “arguments™ oo
our own organlzation? Let uwe, how-
ever, examing them somewhat clos-
er. The Parls conference was call-
ed not by us. We take not the
alightest responaibliity for ita com-
poaitlon and agenda. We came fo
thizs conferene: to present there our
paint of vilew. [DPosalbly our 1e-
claration contalned some conces-
#lony to the soclal-democracy? Lat
mpmesné el up courage to eny It
The Declarsllon slgned by four or-
ganizntions, It 8 onderstood, doees

nat contaln our program, Buat it
defines clearly the road- of  the
Fourth Internatlional on the basis

of an irreconcilable struggle with
the gocinl-democracy, a complele
break with bureaicreatic  centrlam
nnd a resolute condemnation of all
attemps on the manner of the Two
and o Half International. Where
are In this concessions to the so-
clal-demoeruey ?

Principled Declaration

The Declaration of foonr does not
glve, and, under the cireomstances
af the matter, could not glve an
anewer te all the problems of pro-
gram and strategy. IE is clear that
it 1s lmpossible to bulld a new In-
ternatlonal on the basis of this De-
claralion. But nelther did we in-
tend anything of the sort, The D
claratlon ltself simtes clearly that
the organizations which signed the
Declaration obligate themselvea to
elaborate, within a sbort time, a
prograpwnatle Manifesto  which
should become the fundamental
docament of the new International.
All our sectlons, all the three allied
organizations, ns well as all sym-
pathizing gronps and elements
should be drawn to this work. Do
we intend to make any conecasions
to the social democrmey inm this
Manifesto? The Declaration of the
Bolabevik-Leninists, made public at
the econference, states clearly on
what basis we propose to wrlte the
Manifesta: the declsloma of the
firat four Congreszes of the Comin-
tern, the “21 Conditlona", the “11
points” of the T. O. Only the fu-
ture will show whether any serfous
ilsagreements will arlse on this
bazis between ourselves and  our
allkes, If disagreements  shounld
arise, we will serlously fight for
onr point of view. Tntil now we
have not shown any excessive pli-
ancy In questions of principle,
The same critles alse add  the
followlng argument : the new Inter-
natlonal can be bullt only on the
wave of the ascent of the revoln-
tionary movement; now, however,
In the atmosphere of decline all at-
tempts In this direction are doomed
In advance to failure, This pro-
found historie argument 15 borrowed
s & whole from the sterlle schaol-
astle Rouvarine (who, alas, as far
s I know, hos meanwhile had time
to make & turn of 180  dogrees).
The necessity of a break with the
Becond International and the pre-
paratlon for the Third Internatiosn-
al was proclaimed by the BRolshe-
viks in the Aotumn of 1914, thaot
i#, In the atmosphere of o frightfol
disintegration of soclalist partics,
At that time also there was no lack
of wise men who spoke of the
“utopinnlsm™ (the word “bureau-
cratlam™ was not In such  abuae
then) of the slogan of the Thicd
International., Eausky went further
in his famous aphorism “The Inter-
national Is an instrument of peace
amnd not of war”. In reality the
same Idea 13 expressed by the
eritles gquoted abovo: the Interna-
tlonal s an Insteument of ascent
and not of decline™. The proletar-
int has need of an Internatioan] af
all timesa and under all conditions,
If there 18 no Comintern today, we
must eay so openly, and Immedlate-
Iy start the preparation for a new
International. Hoew soon we wlll
be able to put It on ita feet, de-
pends, of course, on the whole march
of the clasa struggle, on the deelineg,
or ascent of che workers® movement,
ete. But even in the perlod of the
worst decline it 18 necessary to pre-

pare for a future ascent, glving our
own c¢adres & correct orlentation.
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More on the Paris Conference

f Fabilistle somjplaints about the ob-
E]EI-CI'TE decline wwst oftenm reflect
a subjectbve deceline,

Fimmerwald amd Kienthal

Let ns fake the conferences of
Aimmerwald pnd Kientbal s 8 com-
purigon.  They consisted, necessar-
ily, of the “lopa"™ (every conferentd
conslats of top=). By the oumber
of workers divecily repressabed they
were weaker than the Parls confer-
eibee, The majority In Zimmerwald
aml Kienthal conzsizted of- Right-
Centrist elements | Ledebour  who
conld not resolve to vote agalnst the
war budge, olomn,  Hoonderon,
Mervheim, Grimm, Axelrod, Martow,
and olhers). Lenin found it possi-
bl to sign the Manifesto of the
whole conference despite the vagiae-
nessg of this doenmment.**

Az far ns the Zimmerwald “left”
was congerned, It owoas extremely
weak, After the rout of the Hol-
shevlk Dumee fractlon aml of the
locul organizations, the DBolehevik
ety wag no stronger during  the
war fhan fhe prosent HEussihen Laft
Opposition, Other left groups wera
Incomparably weaker than our three
present allivs,  The gencral position
of the workersd® movement in the
condifiens of wir scemel absolutoly
hopeless,  Neverthebess, the Bolsle-
viks, ng well as the gronp of Nashe
Slove teok @ conrse  towardas e
Thied Internntional from the wvery
egnning of the war, AWVithouwt this
conrse the October revolution would
have becn Impossihla,

We repeat: Lenln fonnd B opossl-
ble under the then exl=ting condi-
tions to =izn tepether with  Lede-
b, Hourderon, Grimm and Martoy
& Manifesto agalnst the woar, The
Holalevik-Taonbsists il not algn now
the resolution of the majorlty  of
the Parls conference and will, of
conrsge, take no responsibility apon
themselves for this maejority. Per-
hpes thie polley of Tenln at Eimmers
wall amd Kicnthal was....n torn
towurds the soclal-democrapey? Bot
fhe objection may bhe ralsed that
now mnder the comiditlons of peace
@ =tricter selection 1s neccssary than
in wur time. Correct! Ledebour
wnd Monrderon endangered them-
selves by slgning the Manifesto of
Flmmerwald, while Tranmel and Co.
carry on thele  maneovers  (the
right hawd to the Scandinavian so-
cial-democrney, the pinky of  the
left—to the Parls conferonee) with-
ot running any risk. It ki pre-
clucly for this reazon that we re-
‘gl to slpn the meaningless re-
aolution of the Paris  majority,
Wihere are here concesslons to the
sncial-demoeracy ?

Nol Hesponsillo for Allies
However, two of our allleg—our
opponents will say  to  us—have
algnisl the reaolutlon of the maj-
arity showing thereby that they
have not as yet made the  finel
cholee, Absolutely correct! But
niither do we take any responsl-
bility for aurc nllies just a8 they
take no reaponsibliity for us, The
ferms af our agreement are clearly
formulated find are now accesaible
to all. The future will show which
side our allies will fAnally choose.
We want to help them make the
right cholce, Oope of the most Im-
porctant rules of revolotionary stra-
tegy mends as follows: watch your
ally ns wall as your enemy. Mutual
eriticism on the basls of full sgqual-
Ity. Im this there 8 no troce of
back-stage diplomacy of the tops:
everyihing s done and wlill be done
in fall view of the masses, under
thele control, for the purpose of
the eduention of the masses. Other
wiys and means of  reovlutionary

policy do not exist at all,
" & & oW

There are alzo other rules of rev-
olutionary polley which It iz ad-
vizmable to romind of: do not get
frightened in vain and do  not
frighten others withoont canse! do
not Invent Talse mecosatlons:  do
not look for espitulegtion whera
there §s none; do not replace Marx-
Izt disenssion by waprineipled
aiiitbbiles, Long  experiences has
shown that preclsely at the time
when an organization ls  getting
Feady to get ont from the narrow
alley omte a wider arena, elementa
can be alwayas found whoe have
grown fast to thelr alley, know all
thele neighbors, are used to carey
all the alley news and romors and
are busy with the terribly mport-
unt affairs of the “change of minls-
tries” in their own  alley. These
conservative and sectarian elements
are very much afrald that on A
whler arena thelr art will find no
application. They grab, therefore,
fhe wagon by ila wheels and try to
turn 1t back, and they justify thelra,
in essenee, reactlonary work by
terrlbly “revelotlonary™ nnd *prin-
cipled™ argnmenis. We have tried
above to weigh these argoments on
the scale of Marxian dislectics. Let
thr comrmdes  themselves  declde
what 1a thelr welght.,

September 10, 1938,

—G. GOURDY.

® The diffetefces on the trade-un-
fon queation  lost  thelr former
sharpness, If not  disappeared al-
together.,

** Iy the war, some wise men, re-
call without any rhyme or redgson
the “Augnst blee™ of 1912 which
had only national Hmits, but  leave
unobaerved the !nr,prnnttnnu] Zlm-
merwild conference, the analogy
with which suggests itself.
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