WORKERS
OF THE
WORLD.
UNITE

THE

VOLUME VI, NO. 45 |

After the ignominious collapsc of both the Soeial
Democracy and the Communist International in Ger-
many, and the subsequent inability of both these or-
ganizations to draw any lessons from this historieal
catastrophe, it is impossible any longer to conccal the

fact that a revolutionary organization of the prole-
tariat capahln of leading it to victory does not exist,
It must be created anew.

The National Committee of the Communist League
of Ameriea [{}ppﬁsitinn] 15 in ci‘}J'er]!r:tt; ﬂ.grmmmt
with the declaration issued to the I'ars conference by
the delegation of the International Left Opposition
and approves its actions there. The N. C. likewise en-
dorses the steps taken by the four organizations at the
Paris conference toward the formation of & new Com-
munist International and will devota its eflorts hence-
forth, in cooperation with all other revelutionary
groups and organizations willing to participate, to the
task of directly assembling the forces for the creation
of a new party, as the American section of the new
(Fourth) International.

The entire membership of the League has unanim-
ously endorsed this course after a thorough internal
discussion of the question and has empowered the Na-
tional Committee to proclaim its complete break with
the Stalinist Comintern and its American scction and
to remounce the struggle to reform them. From this
time onward the Communist League ceases to regard
itself as a faction of the official Stalinist Party, which
has become a direct brake on the development of the
workers' movement, and invites the cooperation of all
revolutionary workers, regardless of their present af-
fihation or non-affiliation, in commeoen efforts leading to
the construction of a genuine Communist Party in
America.

Taking the m‘:f_'l:sx»il:,' to create a new party as the
peint of departure, the Communist League proposes
a frank and comradely discussion with other individ-
uals, groups and organizations aiming toward the
same goal and submits, for their consideration, the
following ponts:

Anmerican Perspectives

Under the terrific pressure of the crisis years the
conditions have been rapudly maturing for the class
awakening of the American workers and for an enorm-
ous acceleration of the class struggle., In  the next
period the social contradictions will explode in a series
of gigantic class battles in the course of which the
workers can assimilate the revolutionary lessons in an
abridged form and rapidly leap forward on the path
toward revolutionary action. To assist and guide
this process a mew party, wresting the banner of Com-
mumsm from the sabotaging burcaucratic clique of
Stalinism, must be created. And, under the given
conditions, this new party will have before it the possi-
bility and prospect of cxpansion into a powerful mass
orgamzation within a comparatively short time.

Fundamental Principles

The new Communist Party, the necessity for which
arises from the complete bankruptey of reformism on
the one side and of bureaucratio centrism (Stalinism)
on the other, cannot consist of an indiseriminate com-
bination of reformist and centrist elements. On the
contrary, the new party can come into existence, take
shape and grow up to the requirements of its colossal
historic task only if it stands on a firm programmatic
foundation- and tolerates no concilistion toward re-
formist and centrist eurrents, For this program no
new revelation is needed. The revolutionary teachings
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of Marx and Engels, cleansed onece again of the re-
formist and centrist distortions and falsifications, are
the fundamental principle guide for the new party.
Lhe first four Congresses of the Comintern, con-
ducted under the leadership of Lemin and L'rotsky,
have concretized these teaclungs and applied them, in
a serwes of unsurpassed theses and resolutions, to the
basic problems of our epoch. The ten-years’ struggle
of the International Left Opposition (Bolshevik-Len-
wists )y during which the guiding ideas of the first four
Congresses of the Comuntern were carrried forward
and counterposed on each and every mmportant ques-
tion of the hving movement to the degenerating course
of Stalinism, have been summarized in the “11 Points®
adopted by the International Pre-Conference of the
Left Opposition. All these documents referred to above
retain their fundamental validity and constitute, in
our opinion, the programmatic basis for the new party.

For Revolutionary Internationalism --
Against the Theory of Socialism
in One Country

The theoretical source of the degeneration and
final downfall of the Communist International and its
national sections, including the American, was the re-
jection of the Marxist principle of revolutionary in-
ternationalism and its substitution by the theory of
“socialism in one country”. The Communist movement
which has been destroyed by this reactionary-national-
ist theory cannot arise again without & clear and cate-
gorie rejection of it.

Defense of the Soviet Union

The ten-year regime of Stalinism has strangled the
party and the workers organizations in  the Soviet
Union and has facilitated enormously the duuger of
a counter-revolutionary capitalist overthrow. The
Stalinist regime has undermined the foundations of the
Soviet state and 15 leading 1t toward destruction, The
social content of the October revolution, however, is
still mlive and, by its property character, which is the
decisive criterion, the Soviet Union remains, even with
the monstrous bureauveratic distortions, a workers’
state.

‘Uhe defense of the Sowviet Union, encircled by a
world of cluss cnenmies aod syslemutically weakeoed
from within by the Stabmst regune, 15 the uncondition-
Wi WBLY UL Ll anrerostionsl prowisciat, Ul Turids-
Lo Wl HeWw PARrtics dnol o Dew LolerDulional dovs oot
contradict Lus tusk but 15 necessitated by it,  Lhe
rEJOrn uf the Soviet workers' stabte o the U, 5. 5. K.,
wnd  1ls defense aganst capitalist antervenbion and
counter-revolution, now depenu upon the formation of
strong revolutionary organizations o the capitulist
countries which will be capable of putting up a rev-
olutionary resistance at home to capitalistic military
ventures and of exerting a pressure on the internal
regime in the U. 8. 5. K. and inHuencing the Soviet
proletariat, Under the theory of “socialism in one
country” the role of the Communist parties has been
debased to the task of the pacifist “defense of the So-
viet Union®, and for this all kinds of dubious “Friends
of the Soviet Union” have been recruited and hired

while the tested revolutionary militants have been per-
secuted, slandered and expelled,

But it is precisely in the task of defending the So-
viet Union at the moment of danger that the present
Stalimst parties are most completely impotent. “Ihe
strongest party of the Comintern, the German C. P,
capitulated without a sign of resistance to the Fascist
bunds before the latter were armed with state power.
‘Lhe possibuity that the weakest of such parties can
olfer any resistance whatever to the military designs of
the capitalist states must be dismissed altogether as
the most dangerous phantasy, The internal reform and
regeneration of the Soviet state and its defense against
world mmperialism is the joint task of the new parties
in the capitalist countries and in the Soviet Union.

The United Front

¥rom its inception, and also in the process of its
formation which may be more or less prolonged, the
new party will naturally take part in the living move-
ment of e working class and employ therein the tac-
tic of the united front, This tactic, which presupposes
temporiry agrecments with reformist  organizations
for specitic separate actions, requires the categoric
rejection of the theory of “social Fascism™ and the
united front from below only”. On the one hand, the
new party should conduct negotiations and make tem-
porary agreements with the official representatives of
reformist organizations when they take a step forward
under the pressure of the masses—a tactic which the
Stalinists have rejected “in principle®—and on the
other hand, it will reject any proposals for a “non-
aggression pact” excluding eriticism—which the Stal-
inists have accepted.

Trade Union Policy

The new party will find its road to the masses and
gain influence over their movement only on the con-
dition that it follows a Marxist policy on the trade
union cuestion, that is, the most important question
of the American movement. Such a policy requires a
penctration of the workers’ mass organizations as they
exist in reality, regardless of their form, and at the
same time an irreconcilable struggle against the capi-
talist agents within them. The Stalinist dogma of
“red” paper umions and the opportunist policy of
“adaptation™ to the reactionary leadership in the
trade union movement are equally pernicious.

Against the Right Wing Apologists
of Stalinism

The new party cannot represent a mechanical com-
bination of “opposition” groups, but will be obliged to
take a precise attitude toward each of them with re-
spect to its platform and, especially, with respect
to the general direction of its  development, The
Brandlerist clique (Lovestone, Wolfe & Co.) which
cffected a formal separation from the Stalinists with
the dissolution of the Right-Center bloc in 1929, de-
votes itself to servile attempts to reestablish this bloc.
It remains in fundamental unity with Stalinism on all
the principle questions and shamefully justifies and
apoldgizes for its systematic errors and crimes. The
irreconeilable struggle of the new party against Stal-

e O

inism presupposes and requires an equally unrelenting
hostility to the Right wing camp followers of Stalin-
15m.

Party Dtmn:lll:'f

The new party must establish within its ranks a
regime of demoeratic centralism which permits freedom
of discussion and criticism on the one hand and unity
of action on the other. The free election of officials
from top to bottom, the control of the officials by the
rank and file and the right of every member to express
his opinions in an atmosphere free from baiting and

threats of expulsion, must be combined with a clearly
defined prineiple foundation for party mcmhwshlp and
& disciplined unity of the entire organization in action
before the outside world.

Forces for the New Party

The Communist League, as it is at present consti-
tuted, does not consider itself a party and has no in-
tention of anticipating the real establishment of the
new party by proclaiming itself as such. The task
now 15 to recognize firmly that our role as a faction
striving to reform the party of official Stalinism is ex-
hausted, to strike out on a completely independent
path, and to prepare, in cooper ation with all other

groups and organizations moving in the same direc-
tion, for the formation of a new party.

In the course of its struggle to reform the official
party, as a taction of it, the Left Upposition worked
out & program, consolidated a cadre of pnlmq.rled
militants and formed the skeleton of & national organi-
zation. “Uhese accomplishments can be regarded now
as part of the capital of the new movement; not all

that is neeessary tor the formation of the party, but
contributions te it.

What is nwuurj now is the coming-together of the
varwus groups® o revolutionary workees who have
broken, or wno are mn the process of breaking, with
relormisi and centrism as well as those dispersed in-
diviaual revolutionists who have peen repelled by the
Stalimst buresucracy and remain without afiliation,
AL 18 sell-eviuent thing tne Working out of a coimunon
Program ana e eventusl concentration of these jorces
ity & swgle party wust be preceded by an exchange
Ol Gpimon anu ISCUss100 andg, very probavly, will -

volve  w  transicion period ol cooperation vetore the
tinal fusion,

Wihutever fornn the next development may take,
the Leil Uppusition s Feady now, to enter nw open
4nd comrsuely negotablons and discussions willh gtner
groups wiieh seciously set for themselves the same
goal. After its long and unrelenting struggile against
wit dlrogant bureaucratism and ultunatiste methods
of btuhmmn, the Lett Opposition least of all can seek
Lo impose anything on others or to demand the weeept-
ance in advance of its proposals, its program or its
“leadership”,  Submitting  the fnmgu:ug points for
discussion, we on our part are ready to give attentive
and comradely consideration to any diflerent proposals
and to bring them to the attention of our members and

supporters by publication in the Militant, together
with our comments on them,

With this ohject in view the columns of the Mili-

tant will be open for a discussion of the question of
a new Party and a new International.

NATIONAL COMMITTEE,
COMMUNIST LEAGUE OF AMERICA
(OPPOSITION)

—

We are repoblishing herewlith
the Eleven Foluts of the Inter-
national Left Opposition Pre-

: 1. The struggle for the FEETOu-
Ing of the revolutionary forces of
the world's working class under e

Conference Thesls, as amended
at the last International plenum.
The amendment ls contalned in
Foint 10. Formerly this point
corfesponded to our positlon as
a factlon working for the re-
form of the Comintern, for the
victory within the Comintern of
Marxism over the Right and
Centrist cnreents. The present
text eontained In this point cor-
responids wlth our  ortlentation
for regroupings Into a new In-
ternationnl. This text Is pro-
posed for the ratlfication of the
varions Interoatiomal Left Op-
position seations —HEd,

The Internations]l Left Opposi-
tlon stands on the ground of the
filrat four congresses of the Comin-
tern. This does not mean that It
howa hefore every lettor of its de-
clalons, of which many had a poee-
Iy temporary character and in lo-
dividual practical consequences have
bisen réfuled by subssguent prac-
giee. Hob all the easentlal preloel-
ples {relation to Imperlalism and
to the bourgeols state; the dicta-
torahlp of the proletariat; the re-

The Eleven Points - The Fundamental Principles of the International Left Opposition

lation to the peasantry and to the
oppressed nations; soviets; work in
the trade unions ; parliamenta el ;
the pollcy of the united fromt) res
mein even today the highest expres-
glom of proletarian etrategy in the
epoch of the general crisls of capd-
talizm,

The Laft Oppositlon rejectas  the
revislonist decisions of the 5th and
fth World Congresses and considers
niecessry o radical restatement of
the program of the Comintern, In
which the gold of Marxism has been
rendersd completely worthless by
thie Centristic alloy,

In accordance with the spirit and
the sense of the decislons of the
first 4 world congresses, and In con-
tinuation of these declalons, the
Ladt Oppositlon seta up the follow-
ing prineiples, develops them theo-
retlcally and carrles them throogh
pmnllmllr

1. The Independence of the pro-

letarian party, always and under

IMass
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all condltions; condemnation of the
Kuo Min Tang policy of 1034-1028;
condemnuation of the poliey of the
Anglo-Russian Committee ; condom-
naten of Stalin's theory of two-
clasa (worker and pensant) partley
and of the whole practlse based on
thiz theory: condemnation of the
poticy of the Amsterdam Congress
in which the Communist party was
diszolved In the pacifist swamp.

2. Recognition of the Interna-
tlonal and thereby of the perman-
et character of the proletarian rer-
olution; rejectlon of the theory of
soclallam In one country as well as
of the poliey of national bolshey-
ism which complements it In Ger-
many {platform of “Natlonal Lib-
eration ).

3. Becognition of the Soviet state
83 a worlters' state in splte of the
growlng degeneration of the bu-
reanctatie reglme. Unconditionnl
command that every worker defend

as well as agalmat Internal counter-
revielution.

4, Condemnation of the econ-
omic policy of the Stalindst faction
both in its stage of economic oppor-
tunism in 1923 fo 1928  (struggle
agninst “overindostrializntion™ and
ataklng all on the kulaks), as well
ag ifs siape of economic adveniur-
ism in 1928 to 1932 {over-stretched
tempo of industrialization, thorough
golng collectivization, admiolstra-
tive llguidation of the kulaks s
a class). Condemnation of the cri-
minal bureauwcratic legend that “the
soviet state has already entered into
Bpclaliam™, Recognitlon of  ihe
nacessity of a return to the realistic
economie policies of Lenioism,

6. Recognition of the necessity
of systematic Communist work in
the proletarian mass organizations,
particiolarly In the reformist trade
unions, condemnation of the theory
and practise of the Hed Trade Union

the goviet state ageinst imperialismorganization in Germany and saim-

llar constructions in the other coun-
triea.

6. Rejection of the formola of
the “democratic dictatorship of the
proletariat and (he peasantry™ as a
separate regime distingunighed from
the dictatorship of the proletarcisg
which earriea along the peasant
amd the oppressed masses in genecil
behind iF, rejection of the antl-
Marxist theory of the pescefal
“growing over” of the democratie
dictatorship into the soclallst one.

T. Recognitlon of the nectasity
of mobillzing the masses uonder
transitional slogans corresponding
to the econcrcete situatlon In each
conntry, and particalarly under
democraile slogans Insofar as It s
a question of struggle against fendal
relations, national oppression o
different varieties of open lmpérial-
Istie dietatorship (Fasclsm, bona-
parttism, ete. ).

B, Hecognltlon of the necessity
of o developed unbied front policy

with respect to the mass organlza-

JAMES

tions of the working class, both of
trade union and politleal character,
including the social democracy ns
¢ party. Condemnation of the wlti-
matist slogan "only from below",
which in practice means a refusal
of the united front and consequ-
ently the refusal to create soviets.
Condemnation of the opportunistic
application of the united fromt pol-
ley as In the Anglo-Russinn Com-
mittee {blog with the leaders with-
out the muasses and against the
masszes ) @ doable condemnation  of
the polley of the present German
Central Committee, which sombines
the oltimatist slogan “only  from
below® with opportunistic practice
on the occcasion of poarllamentary
pacia with the lendera of the Soeial
Democracy.

9. Refectlon of the fheory of
social-Fasclsm and of the whaole
practice bound up with if, 08 sere.

SEPEAKERS
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ing Fastlsm on the one hand and
the Scclal Demaecracy on the ofher,

banner of International Commune
lsm. Recognltion of the necessity
of the creation of a genuine Com-
munkst International capable of
applying the principles enumerated
abovie,

11, Recognition of Parly dem-
Gtaey not only in words ot also o
Tnel; ruthless condemmation of the
Stullnist pleblscltary regime {gag-
ging the will and the thought of
the pariy, the rule of the HETof
deliberate suppression of  Informa-
Lion from the party, ete).

The fundamental princlples enp-
merated above, which are of basie
importance for fhe stratery of the
proletariat in the present perlod,
place  the Left Oppositign In a
positlon of irreconcilable hostility
to the Stalinist feactlon which ear-
rently dominates the U, 8. 5. R, and
the . . The recognition of these
principles o,n the basiz of the de-
clalons of the Arst 4 congresses of
the Comintern, §5 an indispensable
condition for the aceeptance of
single organizations, groups and
persong Into the composition of the
International Left Opposition,
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