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by, When dlindenburg retused  to
wpmednnl leing bewd of toe gevernment,
il Jaudury W), when the Field
Alursiall was lereed to yield the
comrmand of Gernmuuy  fo Hitler
Wi irpen Laotber™ woas not destied
bor the musses, but for the roling
classes, il bad ag ifs aim 0o prove
Lo Ll that the soclul veglome of
Ceprendily campot e saved selely by
burcancratic methods;  that  ooly
Ly Mativoal-Bovlalists bave o seri
ity program in furelgn policy; fin-
wily, that he, Hitler, 13 as far re
meved from effele resignotion as bhe
Is from adventurdsm. U letler
is alwost void of demagogy, it is
serivue In toone and veracious ln
emeinze. Leday, iE may be assumed,
Iutler would gladly pburn bis own
vrochure fu toe furnace. All the
e wttentively sbould his adver-
surivs exemine 1t

“It B absurd te  think,” EHitler
explained o Papen, “that the power
which disurmed us, will teday seri-
onesly also disarm legelf withoot e
g foreed to do s0. LIt 15 just as
dlbsurd to wait for Fraoce to agree
swang fine day or olber 1o the re-
arpednent of Germany. Its  eoor-
meig militery prepouderauce e
lieves France of the necessity of
an votegte with & vangoished foe
v the basis of equality of rights,
Auy uttempt to propose a military
agrecent to Fraoce o return for
armumetly, will not ooly be very
coldly recelved bub will immediate
Iy b brought to the attentlon of

th stute agaiost which it might
be almed | Hitler iz all of
ceurse toe the Soviet Union. It is
peiziile for Germaoy to gain the
right to arm [tself only by means
of "o genulne re-cstablishment of

Trotsky Warns Against
Nazi Designs on
Soviet Union

golleen: Papen and hls colleagues
wre ouly the epigoses of (e theat-
rical policy of Wilbelm 11, with
this fundamental differvece, that
the Rulser had a trst cluss army,
wliivess they bhuve ooly the meniory
of i, Hitler bits a bull's eye bhere.

It is wot bard, after this, o ao-
devstany bow budly wilstakgen Wi
ihat part of fhe press wod diplom-
uey which svugbt to discever the
el Prugriim ol Llve piresenl eI
puveroient  au fher rbelorie ol
vupen on the prwlinr cudrm oL
uimeils e This Bed el balfle  LC
st DO we lost sight  of  that
Laaplens, wlaoln Lie Nasis, duviog Qe
priel pecicad of s robe, trested de
a eapuio of the  aregoons,  Ieels
Limaseel b Clavdr ioidsbe BIES o B2
wig s constantly oo probation. 4
May L8, b acepled sn aousually
lotil tope =e as o put buosell o
parmouy—ont be was wisetkhen i
iz colculntiens, Uoe may  bave
s own opinive abeat e (astes of
oo elderly caplain of Che drogocis
whis, befween Luking a4  dose  of
Lirudoual and dripking dewn a
Biuss of Dlunimdi-Jesoes woaler, pro-
pragoles puncuE  yowng  people the
advantages of sbropuel ever arter-
agClerosis ; but one thing is indis-
putalde: bebind Papens  discourse
w concealed wo poegram. Ul
"pauitsm” ef [he  prescoat  Chaos
cullor i= muel meore dangerous than
the bellicose fights of the Viee-
Chuneellor,

In passtmg, we lnd the expluna-
tivm fer the sharp centradictien be-
tween Hitler's declaration aond e
previoes  polley of Newrsth, Nad-
ey wod  ctpers,.  Hitler lsecnme
Chanesllor gt e eost of nocepling
a minlstry of baroms  and  privy
coupcillors, The camarilly around
Elindenburg consoles ilself with e
idea of pursulng alse its  poliey
nncher | Hlither, In all likelibood, it
is only the threatvning repercus
wiond of apen's apecch that gave
Elitler the possibility of foslly tak-
ing into Lis baods the belm  of
forelgn policy. Lt ls not 'Withelm-
strasse which dictated the declura-
thon of Moy 17 to the pew Changel-
ler, Om the contrary, it s Hitler
who suldued the Lootasics of the
barcug aund the pelvy  councillors
of Willwelmstrasse,

But let us return to the “Open
Latter”., With an unusaal brosk-
nesd, it attacks the slogan loaunch
ed byPuapen on ngvel  armsment
cven If Germany had the means—
aod it bosu't=—it would pot be per-
mitted te coonvert them infgp war-
ships sud it would be powerless to
vislate the probibition, The slogan
of military armament alone drove
England to the aide o Fromnee:
chire You lhave the resolts  “of
your truly fatal leadership in for-
eigh policy, Mr. von Papenl®™

The struggle for the armiog of
Germuny, on sea and on land, moast
be baged upen a defivite political
idea. Hitler calls it by its name:
fhe peesl of “strengithenlng the de-
fonse Agninst the latent daogers of
the East™ Is comparatively easy to
motivate, Sympathy for such 1

the Europenn equilibrivm”. England
and ltaly ace intercsted io the reals
ization of this geal, but In oo qau.er
aud under po econditions is Fraoce.
"It I8 luconceivable to think that
the lnck of intimoey and of concord-
anee with Eogland aod Italy can
be made up for by the estublish-
ment of  better relatlons with
Fraonee ™ The fundementa]l thesis
of the forcign policy of Hitler,
which places a  cross over the
Idews, or i one prefers, over the
Hluulylm of Lascurng, leaves nothing
Lo bz dusired in the way of clarity.
In the declaration of May 17, we
will ot of course find so clear A
expusition. Butb the declaration in
e woay coutradicts the “Open Let-
ter”: on the contrary, it develo
wil wpplies s program for o de-
fhmite =iage,

Thi goul of German policy is the
recestablishment of  the military
soverciguty of the state, Every-
thing else is only a means thereto.
Dut the means peed oot at all be
constructed in tbhe Image of the goal.
Uinlpr no circumstances must Ger-
many present itself to the world
with a resrmoment progrom of its
fwi, oven leas so to this Disarma-
ment Conference, For twWo reasons
no conference is able to adopt a de-
cision which would radically change
the material relationship of forces;
the very demuand for tho right to
armoaments, while remaining a pure-
Iy platonic demonstration, will nev-
erthelvss permit France to suppress
the question of lts own disarma-
ment and, what Is worse yef, bring
Englnnd elozer to Fraonos.

This latter result is ,according to
Hitler, already obtained to a cer-
tain degree as a  reselt of the
theughtless policy of Papen. Eng-
land f5 foreed to support France
much more than it wants te. It
must be recognized that the eritic-
lsm addressed by Hitler to  the
“Gontlemen's Clob”, and to  tho
Chancellor of the Reich himself as
a dilletante and an adventurer, ia
not merely bitlog but alse gquite
convineing, The “natlonal™ barons
nnd bureaucrats have no foralgn
poliey at all. The rattling of an
Inexiatent weapon I8 dictated to
them by domestle conslderations:
thiy are ready to abtillze the natlon.
allst movement while arresting, at
the =ame time, 188 forther growth.
Undoubtedly taking bis Inspleation
fromi Blsmarek, Hitler does not re-

program s guaranteed o advaoce
ol the part of “clear-visloned per-
sons” im the West=—obvisusly oot
in Franee. It s only from the
standpoint of “the (defense neces-
sary for us In ihe East", with e
gnrd to the Haltic Bea, that Eng-
lamd can be persusded to socept
“eorrections” also in the  nawval
paragraphs of the Verzallles treaty,
For it must not e forgotten: “at
the present time, it ls important
for the fulure of Germany to bave
an  attitwde full of confidence to-
warids Eungland™.

The German opational movement
can and should demand armament,
but the German government  mupst
in nip ¢nge expound this  demand.
Taoday, it must inslat only aod ex-
clusively upon the disarmamont of
the victors. IHitler considered it
welf-ovident that the Diznrmament
Confercnce 18 condemned to fallure,
“There would be mo necd ot all®,
he wrote theee months before his
advent to power, “for the German
dulegation to particlpate  istermin-
ably In the Gemeva Disarmamont
comedy. It would suffice to expose
clearly before the whole world the
wisl of France not to disarm, for
ta therenpan to quit the Conferones,
stating that the prace of Versailles
has been violated by the signatory
powers themselves amd that Gee-
many must reserve for ifself under
ithese chrcumstances the drawing of
the cgrrespomling conclusions.'”

The declaration of Hitler, as
Chancellor, only serves to develop
thiz meledy., The refusal of fhe
victors to disarm would signify the
“fnal mornl and real Hguidation of
the treatles themselves™. Germany
would interpret such conduct as the
degire “to remove 1t from the Con-
ference™. In that ease, 1t would
e hard for It “to continue to be-
lomg to the T.oague of Nations™,
Teuly, the "Open Lotier” is indis-
pensable as the key to the strategy
aof Hitler!

The departure of Germany from
the League of Natlons shoold be
acermpanied by a diznffection  De-
tween Franee, on the one hand, and
England and the United States. on
the other, The first pre-conditions
will be erented for the ore-establish-
mint of the "Eurepean equilibrinm'™
in which Germany must occupy a
growing place, With the concord-
ance of Italy and England, Hitler

codl froom o blow at the last Hohen-

will acquire the possibility of re-economists Inform us that

arming Germany, oot by petty con-
traband measures bot by blg “cor-
rections” in the Versallles treaty.
Parallel to this, will be developed
the program of “defense” agalnst
the Kast. In this process, a criti-
cal point must ioevitably  super-
vene: war. Against whom? Should
the line against the East prove to
I thee lime of lenst resistance, the
explosion can also take place along
a different direction. For, If 1t is
still possible to discnss to what
dlegree offensive menns are  distin-
Euishe] Trom defepse means, It 13
already beyond discossion that tha
milltary means suitable for the
Enst are equally sultable for the
Wast.

Hitler is preparing for war, His
polley In the domaln of economics
ig nat dicteted by the abstroction
of mutarchy, but primarily by a
comeern over the maximum economlc
independenee of Germany 1o case of
war. To the alme of military pre-
parntion must also be sabondinoted
the seevice of obligatory labor. But
the very charpeter of these mens-
iked Indicntes that it is not o qoes-
tiom of tomoerrow. An atback apon
the West in the mone oF less [Toe
ximate future could be carrled out
anly on condition of a military alli-
anee betwern Faselst Germany anidd
the Boviets, Iul If i not the most
trhielent sections of the White
Crmrddl emigrntion that com bhelleve
ime thr peszibility of soch an abanred-
ity or can seek to make & thrent
ot of it. The attack against the
Bast ean take place only on con-
illtlon of the support of one oF Sev-
ernl stwles of the West. This varl-
ant Ix, at all events, the more meal
o, ot here foo the preparatory
perie] will not be mensured by
wirks or by months,

The fonr-power pact,  declding
nothing fandamental in advance,
con only organize the mutual eon-
tnet of the lorgest states of western
Furope: it = n guarantec against
hazards of a secondary order, but
not againct fundamental antagon-
ismea,  Hitler wlll steive bo extrct
from the pact all the advantages
for the attack sgainst  the BEast.
The regulationz of the paect  pre-
determine no more than ten percent
oL its foture destiny., Its veal his-
terieal role will be determined by
the actunl relationships and the
grofiplags of its particlpants, their
allles amd their adversnries.

Hitler Is prepared for the next
ten years not 0 andertake any
military  actlons agaipst  elther
ranee: or Poland. In the declar-
tlom, e fixed five years as the term
whicth genuing equality of rights
for Germany In the matter of arm-
ed forces must be  secomplished.
These ferms need not, of onrse, e
Invested with a sacred significanee,
but indirectly they nevertheless
outline the bounds, in polnt of time,
within whieh the leading circles of
Fascism confine thelr plans of re-
YEnge.

Domestle diffienliies,  uwnemploy-
ment, the ruination and the distress
of the petty burgesisie, may, of
conrse, pnab Hitler to prematare
actions which he bimself, by a cool
unalysls, most regard as harmiul,
In lwving politles, one must base

Inffation Hits

When President Roosevelt was
granted the power to redoce the
gold content of the dollar by one
kalf snd o inflate currency the
inter-relatlon of politics and eeon-
omics was cleatly seen by t(he stim-
uwlation this act gave to the iu-
crease of the prices of commodities.
Neither of these measures have
Iseenn carrbed out, nevertheloss, @
state canuot adopt swch a  far
repehing politieal measuce, kuowing
the experlence of post-war Europse,
without expecting immediate effects
upon the economlie system and wpan
prices.

The commodities that the work-
era buy have increased greatly in
price and average over 30 percool
in mouy cities. Many  economists
deny this amnd Inform us that in-
flation amounts to only about 1
pergent. One of the many tricks
they uae i3 the method of taking
an average of about 30 commodi-
thea, fhe majority of  which the
wirkers do nol even huy onee f
vent. In this manner the capital-
lat apokesman try to cover up the
inerense in prices of the dally con-
aumed commodities the  workers
s,

Again the question of eunrrency
inflation is coming to the fore, This
time directly in relatign to the
MItA. Qencral Johnson ecorrectly
informs the public that unless the
michinery for eredit I8 organlzed
as fast o8 the codes are being sign-
ed the NHA will not funetion pro-
perly. This means increased credit
inflatlon now, to be followed by
carrency  Inflation  later. Within
the last few weeks the Federal
Reserve Board has been increasing
its purchases of government bonds.
This Is also a form of credit in-
flation,

The apologlats of capltallsm are
systematically propagandizing  the
general public to the effect that
ihere s no inflation, This i3 troe
only In the senge that the techni-
cal financial machinery of Inflation
has not been put into motion on
a broad scale. The cost of lving,
h#ﬁ'&f(‘l‘. has gone up rapidly and
conglstently, and this iz what t(he
worker means by inflation, because
thiz is how inflation Iz expressed
in his every-day lfe. All liez that
have an element of truth, or a half
truth unexplalned constitute the
best kind of capitalist propaganda.
Soch ls the case with the questlon
of Inflation. When the eapitallst
there

the opponent but Ll=so wpon all the
eotanglements of e eonditions in
which he la placed. - The historical
development of Europe  will ool
meekly obey the order of march
workel out in the Brown Hoose of
Munich, But this order of march,
after the seizure of power by Hit-
ber, has Dbecome one of the great-
est factors In European develog-
mung. The plan will be altered in
l"'-r.h.l!lfﬁ!‘l:lﬂt}' wWith events, BHot  one
canost noderstand the alierntions
without baving befors him the plao
in itz entleaty,

The author of these lives does
ot consider bimmsell at all ecalled
upen to maount goard befere  the
Versailles treaty. Europe needs a
uew orgoumization. Hot woe betide
it it this work falls inte (ke boaods
af Fascism. 'The historlan of the
twenty-first ccntury will, in that
cose, Inevitably have to write the
cpoch of the decay of Europe began
with the war of 1914, Called the
*“war of demoecracy”, it goon led o
the domination of Fascism which
beeame the instroment concentral-
ing all the forces of the BEuropean
mations towards the aim of “the
war for Mberutiva”. . .. from the fee
sults of the preceding war,  Thaus,
Fascisin, ns the exprezsion of the
historie blind alley of Burepe, wes
ut the =zume tlme e instroment
uf the destroction of M3 swnemic
and cultural aequisitions, ...

L&t ws hope, however, that this
old comtinent =1l has  sulicient
vital strength left to open up to
ft=elf o different historleal Foad.
I'rinkipo, June 2, 1083,

—L. TROTSKY.

Richard Rall

Comrade Itichnrd lall, an active
muanber of the Left Opposilion in
Iansas Ciey, possed away Mowday
Augost B Poneomonia woas the of-
Hedanl canse but the bosses specd-op
—the Pl meprdecer,

The sute plant where comrade
BKall bagd been workiog op to the
thme of bis flvoess hod been drive)
ing its hircd slaves from sevenly
to elgbly hours a woeek durleg the
months of May, Juwee and July. This
speasl-up roldws]l comrade Hall of
all physical resistupee (o discase
aml drove him a vietim of capital-
1at exploitation, to dexih at  the
early wpge of 20

Hicbard KHull bad a rich proletac-
iom background, IHis Lather was a
militpot battler In the carly strug-
gles and free speceh Oghts of the
western workers.  The Hossinn Hev-
olution opened the eves of the elder
Dall to the nes] of politieal action,
This turn of events made a vivid
lmpression upen the then young
comrade, Richard Hall,

Comrnde Hell eame o Kansas
City two yenrs ngo and Immediate-
Iy teok up the study of Marx En-
girls, Lenin amd  Trotsky, This
brought him to the conclusion that
the program of the Left Opposition
wis the only one that would lead
the world proletariat to victory,

himsellf not nly upon the plans of

(Continued from kst issoe)

(This article was published by
comrade Lenin in October 1916, In
the Social-Démocrat, the Bolshevik
publication issued in Cepeva, Swit-
zerland during the war. It iz of
capeclal lmportance now, when pre-
parations are being made for ao
Anti-War Congress with the parti-
vipation of Barbusse and other
pacifistz. It clearly states the pey-
slutionary ling im  the struggle
agoiost war, and distinguishes it
from petty-bourgeols pacifism, To
rewd  this document pow enables
one o measurs the distaoce which
soparates the line of Lsnin and
that of Stalin, the “greatest disel-
ple of Lenin®™.—Eid.})

. = & &

The adherents of disnrmament are
oppa @d bo e point Lo the program
on the “arming of the people™ for
this reason among obhers, that the
lutter demand is suppossd to lead
more eazily b0 concessions to op-
portuniam. We have already ex-
amined the most lmportant part:
the relotion of disarmament fo the
cluss struggle and to the secial rev-
olution, Now let us cxomine the
question of the relation of the de-
manid [of disgrmament to opportun.
ism. One of the most Important
reasons why it B unaceeptalle is
preclsely the fact that it, and the
illusions coeatel by it,  Inevitably
weaken and tonke all foree from
onr gtruggle against opportuniso,

Thoere is no  doubt  whatever
abont the faet that thia struggle
i the most important question on
the agendn of the International. A
strnggle agninst imperinlism, which
= not indesselubly connected with
the siruggle against  oppertunizm,
% notling but an empty phrase or
a gwindle. One of the main defici-
encies of Zimmerwald and Kieonthal,
e of the maln reasons for & pos-
wible fasco (faflure, or collapse)
of these germs of the Thivd Inter-
natlonal, Hes precisely in the fact
iat the guestion of straggle against
ormertinism was pot even  oponly
pied, not to speak of a decision
o fhis gquestion In the sense of tha

, necessity of a break with the op-

portunists,  Within the Ewropean
mavement oppertunism  hos eon-
queréd—For the (ime being, In all
the lorger countries two sbades of
oppertuni=m  have  been formed @
frst, m mhonest, cynlenl and thore-
fore less dangerous sockal-imperial-
iz, that of  Messrs, Plekhanoy,
Hehetdemann, Leglen, Albert Thom-
nx, Sembat, Vandervelde, Hyndman,
ebe. ) and second @ concealed form,
of the Kantskyan type: Kautsky-
IManse aml the “Hoecinl-Democealic
Co-operative Group” in Germany ;
Longuet, Pressemane, Moyeras, eote.
in Franee, Dam=ay MacDonald ané
ther leaders of the “Independen:
Labar Party™ in England, Martosr,
Tachelize, ate. in Russin, Troves
nd other so-called “Left reforms
izta" in Ttaly.

The singere form of opportunism

Up to the tme of sickness, com-
rade Iiall was the organizer of the
Kansas City branch of the Left|
Opposition nnd the study class of |
the Spartacns Youth Club which,

under bis able (utulage grew from.
twelve to bwenty.

the American

hna bypen ne inflation, meaning ount-
right currency inflation, they are
corcect,  Bat the renl problem only
beging where these writers  leave
off.

Currency inflatlon la only one
form of indation aod not The bost
as experience has  proven. Cor-
reney infation will only be resort-
el to i the other forms and other
methds applicd fwll to bring fhe
ilegired reswlta, Then we may be
forced with the problem of actonl
devalaation of the dollar.

Credie inflation  measures were
startedd vunder the Hoover adminis-
tratlon and have been  inecreased
ghivee,. The ellects, however,  were
wighed out by the decline in world
prices.  Nevertheless, the poliey of
ithe Hoover and later the Hoosovelt
government, through the different
farm relief organl=ations, through
the I, F. ©, ol N. K. A, az well
as the banking nnd corrency acts,
taken together all constitute mens-
ures in thizs direction.,

The currency policy of the pgov-
ernment s now following up  fts
farm relief and 1t. ¥ C., policy by
having the Federal Reserve inerease
its purchages of government secur-
ities in the open market., Sipee this
tends to the replacing of Federal
Rezerve nofes, backed by o minimom
of 40 perecnt gold, by notea, backed
by what Iz ealled sound collateral,
thiz lepds to nn form of Infdntlon,
The general reanlt is that sionee
the Itoosevell government took of-
ficer, there have been over a hun-
ilred million dollara of the new
Federal Iererve Bank notes issued,
bk this has heen more than eoun-
terbalanced by the heavy decrease
in the old Federal Reserve notes
outstanding, The further expendi-
tute of publie funds onder the re-
coveTy plan will stlmulate the in-
flation of credif, started onder the
Hoover administration.

On the foreign exchange markets
the dollar has declined 30 percent.
When Roosevelt issued his state-
ment to the London conference in-
gtructing the American delegation
not to partielpate in plans for cur-
rency stabllization, the policy of
“rontrolled Indflatlon®™ took anather

i frankly and openly opposed to,
the rexelution, and to the beginning
revolutionary movements and  out-
breaks, it s in open alllance with
its goyprnment, no matter what dif-
fercut forms this allinnce may take,
ranking from particlpation in the

Working Clﬁ;

ica s the world's creditor natlon
bas a tendency to foree the dollar

towan] par, Dut forther measores
ngainst this tendency have been

tnken by the government.

Neverthieless, the povernment
mensnre: that §s: the conferring
of power to inflsbe cgrrency, tha
golng off the gold standared, the
vimtiirgo on golid, the power to re-
duce (i gold content of the dollar
by 50 percent, the public works
projects, the credlt infation and
the fall of the dollar on the forelgn
exchange by 30 percent, all this has
had the efect of cansing prices to
rize rapidly. Sonator Thomas, who
sponsered the Farm  Adjustmont
Act amendment, sauld in behalf of
his proposed Inilationary measure :
“Lf the kind of inflatlon we gre
baving brings lack the 1935 price
level, then perhaps we may not
ngsd to 'egort o physical inflntion
of vurreney’ “Thus Senntor Thomas
informs ws thot infdation exiBted
prior to the measures of the Roos-
evelt government. He s corpect
amd today prices have been Increas-
ol

The Frazier Jelke and Company,
dealing with the effects of inflation
on ataek market prices listing some
storks- from March the third o
June the ninctecnth, fAnds fthat in
dollars indostelal stock rose T8 per-
cent ;. rnils 50 pereent and wkilities
63 percent. This is the priee ad-
vienes in torms of dollnrs,  From
the standpoint of the theoretieal

price lins boeen: industrial 45 per-
cent ; rails 47 pereent ; and afilities
34 percent.

Fnghes, of the Consolidated Pross
calenlated that the advaves due to
inflntion is between 431 amd 40 per-
cent, Inflation changes and peice
rise in the cest of living differ
from the steck priecs. The trans-
fer of wealth foom currency o
comimaditics and stecks 1s the logl-
cal process of Inflatlon plus the fear
of enrcency Inflation.

America's glgantie ecconomic sys-
tem, ita croditor posltion, and lis

Jjump upward., The immediate eof-
feets of the fall of the natlon's
cunrrency on the forelpn exchanpes
uanklly docs not effect the domestie
prices to g great degree. However,
in thiz eose i did move prices
npward on the home market. On

the other hand, the fact that Amer-/

tremendons pold sapply gives this
gronp of lmperlallsts a strong posl-
tion despite the peth of Inflatlon In
which, it Iz now traveling, Never-
thisless, even these bulwarks are
no guarantess Against the coming
storms.

—HUG) OEHLER.

'Imperialist \War and Class

War are Sharply
Contrasted

T'F""memmm
mivlstey up to participation in the
war committecs of  industiry, The
concenled opportunlsts, the Kuout-
skyvang, are mord harmful and dan-
gurons to the lnbor movement, e
cagse they hilde the defenss of theie
pacts with the goveroment beliod
fimesonnding and alse  “3orzist”
phruses and pacifist zlogaps. The
strugglp against both these forms
of the prevalllng opportunism must
e carrvied out in all fHelds of pro-
letagian  policy:  parlinmentary,
trade union, strikes, the army, ete.

But in what does the most im-
portant pecullavity conslst, whilch
distinguishe: both forms of the pre-
valllig opportmsizmy

It consists in the fact that the
concreg question of the connection
of the present war with the revolu-
tion and other concrete questions
of the revolution are passed over
in silence, are velled over or are
treated with reservallons ns o
paalige  prohibitions. And this s
done—irreapectlve of the fact Ehat,
befere the war, unoiliclally on in-
numerable ooeasions mnd eflicially
in the Basle Manifesto fhwe congec-
tion of precisely this coming war
with the preletarian revelution was
pointegd ok,

The main defect of the demand
for disnrmament conaists precisoly
Yin the fact that in it all the con-
perete gquestions of the  revelution
ture evaded. Or are the adherents
of disnrmamnent in fiver of an cn-
tirely new kind of unarmed rovoluo-
thom?

1¥.

We o go one We are in no way
oppozisl oo the steaggle for reformes,
We o not want te igoore that dls.
meal possibiltiy, that if the worsi
comes o the worst, mankindg will
live through yet another imperialist
war, If, irrespective of the mamers-
ot anfbrenks of the forment among
the masses and thele  diseontent
amnd irrespective of our efferts, the
revolition fulls to develop out of
thiz- war. We are in favor of a
program of reforms, which ia di-
riects] mgainat  the  opportonlsis
too. The oppoerinnizis would be anly
oo happy if we were to legve 1o
them alone the sirugdle for e
forms, and betake curselves to the
misty distancea of some “dizormn-
ment™ in order fo save oucselves
by Mgt from the aad  reality,
“DMsarmament” is just  that, o
Night from ugly reality, but abso-
Intely not o struggle ngainst it

A propos: one of the main defici-
encics in the posing of the goes-
tlom, for example of the defemse
of the fatberlund, among certaln
Left wingers, lies in the fact that
the answer is not concrete oo,
It is theosretically far more cor-
rigt, amnd practieally far more im-
portant, o say that in the given
impwerialist war the defense of the
fatherland I8 8 bowrgeois-renction-
ary swindle instcad of sefting up
“general” theses agnlnst  “every"
defense of the fotherlomd. This is
not correct, and also docs not “hit™
the immediate encties of the work-
ers within the workers” partles, the
o iunists,

Im the guestion of the militia,
in working out a conerete and prae-
tically neecasary answer, we shonld
have =ald, “We nre not for a boue-
geols, but only for o proletarinn
militia™. And therefore “Not a
penny and not a man”, not only]
for the standing army but alzs for
the bourgeols militin, even in sueh
countries as the United Stabes or
Bwitzerland Norway, efe. And all
the more =0, because even In ihe
freest republican countries (for in
stance in Switzerlond) we see the
Prusstanlzation of the militla, the
prostitntion of the militla for the
purpose  of mobillzation  agninst
strikers.  'We can demand : =election
of officers by the people, abolition
of all military lnw, cqual righta for
foreign workers with  the native-
born (this is an especinlly Import-
ant peint in snch imperinlist coun-
tries as Bwitwerland which cxploit
forelgn workers more and  more
shamelessly and leave them  with-
ont rights) and  moreover: the
right. let us any, for ench hundred
inhaldtants of n given conntry to
ercate froee associatlions for  the
study of the art and science of war,
with free selection of [nstructors
andd paymoent of the work of the ip-
structors ont of State  funds, ete.
Only ander soeh conditlons  could
the proletarint acquire the knowl-
eilge of war for Hsell and not for
it slaveholders, and the interesis
of the proletariat unguestionably
demand soch knowledge, The Rus-
wian revolution has  shown  that
every success, oven if It 1s only a
partial sucecss, of the revolutlon-
ary movement, as for instanee the

advanee in terms of gold the flsein! comquest of 8 certain city, of a

cortein factory disteict, a eeriain
part of the army, will inevitahly
foree the victorioua proletariat to
realize just such n program,
Finally, it is & self-understood
that one must not fdght agsinst
opportanism with programs  alone,
but by inflexibly seeing to it that
they are enrried out. The grenatest
and maost fatal error of the now
bankrupt Second Internatlonal lay
in the fact that its deeds did not
correspond  to Mas words, that the
habit of the conzciencelesa rovali-
tionary phrase was cnltivated (see

his pariners o the Basle  Mani-
festo). If we approach the demand
for dizarmament from this point
af wiew, we must Arst of all ealse
}hr.t question of itz objective mean-
ng.

Dirprmament as a soclal {deg-—
that Is;, as one whose origin is dus
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fp ot oecertnin sociol situation  and
which can bave an intluence on Q@
covtain el milles, awd  which
decs wot merely remalin the caprice

of an Eedividosl or of o circle—
bis evidently avisen [fom the spe-
vial, wnusvaly “calm™ comdittons of
existence of a few  small  stwtes,
whieln have =toeod aside from the
Ioody rowd of the War for a falcly
longe Cime, nuoed haper (o cantinue L0
remain on the side. In erder to
b convinced of this, it is safficient
fo vizunllzge the lHoe of reasoning
of the Norwesion adbercuts of dis-
prneinient ;. CWe are o smell conne
iry, we linve & smunll army, we ean
do nothing aguinst e grent powers
(and therefors they are powerless
fo resist being forcibly deawn ioto
i dmperialist allianee  with  one
groupr or aootler of the great pow-
ersd ), wWe Wil Lo cotutinie b meioe
te wner Metle ecorner aopd carey on
our  litele coroer  pEdities wod  de-
mamd  dlsanmament,  eenpelsoery
conrts of nrbitration, ctermal moen-
teality, and e eest”™ [ “elernal”

nenteality—like thont of Delgiom,
evidentiy?)
The petty cffort of the  small

states o remaln on the side—the
Pty -Bepnrgoemis wish o remain ot
wll eo=t= far feom he great bathles
of worlidl history—amil to wse theie

relitively maonopplistic pesition o
remrin inoan ossitied  passivity—
ihiz is objectively the situation

wiileh can obtaln a cerialn saecess
nnd w oeeriain circulntion for the
idea of disnrmuoeent in o Tew small
states. It is self-understow]  that
Ihis More i= rElln:'liqul.'LrJ' mid rests
o IMusbons alomwe, shoee  ingmecial-
isam W drowing tho small  sbate
after all, In onwe way or edher,
inter the whirlpeesld of world coonoiny
bl worll geslitics,

We can illustrate this by the ex-
HIIJlI]I!' of Swilzerlnml, "Ths E|;r,|1;rl_-|,'-
inlist sitonatlon peeseribes for At
ubjiectively spenking, two direetions
for the labor moevemient, The ope
portunists are trying to npake an
wiliznee with the bourgeobsis, o
make Switzerland o eepubdican-
democrietle monopaly  federation, to
nutke money oub of the toarists of
thici mgwerialistic bourgeoisie, aud to
b whble to gse this “peaceful”™ monoe-
ey pusition all the more profinbly
and all the more guletly. In prac-
tice, this poley of the alliance of
a small privileged layer of workers
in o small countey, Hself in o pri-
vilvged position, with the bourge-
ulsie of its own country, is opposed
fo the muasses of the proletariatl,
The penuine  social-demoecrats of
switzerland are trying (o use the
relutive frécdom of  Switzerland,

the present relation of Knutsky and |

ity “loternational”™  position (o=
neighbor to the counteles of (e
highest civilization), as well as the
circumstance  that  Switzerland,
thank CGod, does not  speak  lis
“pwn bndependent™  lungunge  bot
three world linguages for the broad-
eiing, conselidation amil strebgtlen-
lng of the cevolutlomary wilinnes of
thae revolutionary eloments of the
profeturlal of all Hurope. “Let us
belp our bourgeoisie fo remain in
the monopoly pesition of  dealing
in the qulctest monner possible o
benuatics of the Alps, for a long thme
toe comee; perbaps them o few péon-
nies will fall off for us"—this i,
objeclively speaking, the content of
the polley of the Swiss opportuenbsts.
“Lat us help the allinuee of the
vevolutionary proletarine nmoog tho
French, the Germans and the ltal-
ians to overthrow the bourgeocisie”
—that iz the object-content of the
policy of the Bwiss revolutlonary
dvtlal-democrals, Unfortunately
this policy is still only Inodequagaly
carvied fhrough by the “Lefts” In
Switzerlond, and fhe excellent and
the ecxcellent decislon of lts party
congress In Aornua o 10106 recogni-
tiovn of the revelutionary  mass
struggle) Tor the time being still
reémalng on paper, Dot ihat s not
e uestion now.

The guestion which interests us
con i powsd in this way: Ines the
demuud for disprmament correspond
to the revolutiondey dircetion among
the Swiss social-demeaerats, or not?
Obvionsly this is not the case. Ob-
jeetively spenklng, the  “demand”
for digarmanent correspomds to the
oppertunistie, narrew L y-national,
fine of the lnbor movement, Hmited
by fthe borizon of 8 smwall  stobe,
Objoectively  sponking,  “dizarma-
ment™ ks the most notional, the spe-
citieally nutlonal, pregram of the
small stabtes, and In ne way an in-
ternational program of infernational
wocial-democmey,

—N. LENIN.

"
I' 5 In the last isane of the
English magazine, The  Socinlist

I Keview [ Scptember 100G), the organ

of the epportunistic  “Dndepeodent
Labour Party”, we A on juge 287
the roselution of the Neweastle Comn.
ference of this party—"refusal of
support fo any conceivable war of
any conceivable government”, even
it thils war zhonold "'||r_|;|||hluﬂll_g,"1 be
g defensive war, And on pagt 205
we lind i the editerial the follow-
ing stetement, “We do not approve
fis insurreciion of the Sinn-Feinors
(the insurreetion Dreland fn 1916).
We do not approve of any armed En-
suerection aliogether, just as we
i not appeeve of milltarism  and
war ne matter what kind of form
it may take',

Is it still necessary to prove that
these “anti-militarista”, that such
ndherents of dizarmoment, not  in
emall state, hut In & grést power,
are the worst kimd of opportunises?
And yet they are perfectly right in
theary, when they regard the arm-
ol Insurrection ns being also “one

of the forms® of militarism and
af wrar.
Detoher 1918, —N. LENIN.



