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Discussion onthe German Defeat

The article appeariog below §5 5 ppon the state, they mobilize—and s state, especially its propagand-

a svcom] contribution o the dis-
cugsion on the preblems of the
Germugn siluation after the vie-
tory of Fascism, “The views'ex-
presscd are those of the writer.
|

|

The wictory of Fascism in Ger-
many 1s npow an lrrefutable foct,
The defeat of the German prole-
tarint means, of course, an indubit-
ble st back to the revolutionary
re-grganization of seciety. To min-
imize the Fageigt victory is to open
wide the gateway to subseguent
dlaasters, Lot there s no  less
danger in overcstimating 1t. Faose
ism iz wvictorious but its victory is
not Hnal, Its iviumph was gained
in Germany over a  demorslized
profetaviat. It won becawse  the
workers were demorallzed by the
betrayal of the party of social dem-
ocragy and the party of Stalinism
i Germany., To draw  orroneous
political cenclusiens from this e
trayml=—rio blume ihe workers——is to
lesal v further demoralizntion, de-
gpair and catastrophe on the foter-
national scale,

The “amazing thing” aboeot the
experiénce in Germaoy s that Hit-
ler was able to come Lo power leg-
ally, I e, that Hitler's assampgion
of the stave power Jdll wot provoka
clemental resistance on the part of
the workers, The worshippers of
the @lemental are aghast at  this

discrepaney between the dynamic)

background and the inertia of the
proletarian mass, The proletariat
of {zermany, they sigh, Is the “best
orgunized working-closs i the
world" amd wet Jeaspite s strength
and organixzytion, the Fuascists 1it-
erully slid into power sithount any
reslatance, sothing approaching
such passivity can be ¢itéd [rom
past history. There are no analog-
les that seem to apply. The ineen-
tive to st them in motion secms (o
obtaln, and yer the mozses do not
budge, Their lives are sl stake and
yiet the workers remain docile, in-
different or  stopeficd.  Learnedly,
facts and fgures are being oulled
to prove that the masses did aet
spontaneonsly in Ehe  past. Why,
the saome workers openly sesisted
the very same Fascists oven before
Hitler assuneed power. Bl more
proplexing is the fact that even at
the beginning of ils  historiconl
fourney the proletarlat evineed un-
mistakable  iwitimtive. At Their

weakeat, the workers tonded *in-
stinetively” (o organize H.Il'.'III.!ﬁEl"FI'."E.!
riging up spontanconsly, throwing
up their own leaders, and ot 1:|.III.1:'B-I
acting despiic thele leaders  when
the latter tricd to stem their ele-
mental urge.  Sut now, almoat on’
the brink of their historie goal, the
workers  seem paralysed,.  Oonee
Fascizsm asaumes power, they pee-
mit it to erock their skolls  and
destroy thelr organizations, There
are & number of revolutionksts whoe
are at present  volcing  privalely
their indignation, £ net disgust with
the workers of Germany amd thelre
“paycholoegy™. The German work.
ers, they say, are after all Germans
amd ke all Germans (hey havi
been drllled and organized to the
point of  becoming antomabons,
ready to goosc-atep no matter who
eommupmidz, It s & shameful foct
that teday fn Amerien there ore
Marxists who produce such pay-
chology o account for the pass=ivily
of the German workers. In order
to explain the situation In Gers
many, they find if pnnecessary o
Hig into the tragic historleal course
of the working claoss in Germany ;
the role of thele parties explains
nething ; the treachery of  social
democrney  awl the sapplementary
trencherons policles of the official
German Commuonizt Party explain
nothing, Psyelinlogy explains every-
thing—" the roclal peyelosis"™ fally
aeconla for everyihing, not only in
Germany bt In America also, Why
are th Amevican workers s0 Inert?
Arve they not imbuced with the psy-
chology of rigged Indlvidualizsm
And net the psychology of hay-foot,
straw-foot?  Answer—*They suffer
from the racinl American psycho-
glg". Our regged individaalists, if
they Boppen to e Ameriean work-
era nre alge provinelal ond hence
“terribly backward”. Clearly, the
American workers—all workers—
e to Blame if they do not know liow
or why to fight; clearly, the work-
ers angd only the workers are o
blame for failing to learn  what
thelr psyrhopathie lenders ennnot
tench them.

But according to ouwr fetishista
of the elemental, the American,
Juest like the German worker Is sup-
poseld fo Aght anyway, no matier
what he kiows and what he doesn't.
Why aren't the Amerlcsn workers
reaponding clementally like the Am-
erican petty-bonrgeoisie, the farm-
erg, whe are in open revolt? The
farmers are  seething, milltantly
they try to foree theie  demands

NRA & State Capitalism

(Continued Irom an:: 3]

Concurrently, we muost strengthen
our uncmployed work. Demand for
pocial insurance, as well as all
other related onemplored demands
amd activities must he constantly
held In the foreground. We must
particularly develop united front
fctlon among the varlous ahem-
ployed organizations In the fAeld on
every posslble occnsfon.

It we are at all succoasful In
dealing with the tasks that presept
themsalves to usz with such clear-
ness, when the mass  disilloalon-
ment seta In the vangoard will ba
recompenged by added atrencth and
powar. The Left Opposition wing
can rally to its banner new wvala-
able revolutionary forces by demon-
strating that It is capable of un-
derstanding the new turn of events
end applying correct Marxian tas-

(e workers,,..Y “They are still
tow Lockwand,” replies our revolu-
tionary thinker. Small wouwder that
with such Marxisis abroad one finds
the most sanguine perspectives of
the cgnjoncture in the Amerlcan
revolutionary press, The big bour-
genizie is prepared for riot, for
spontaneens mass outhursts; 10 has
put all its state machinery in order
1o meet the gravest eventunlitles,
even to the extent of preparing the
Army 1o take over the railromds,
if and when necessary. The rling
iy is plarmed by the Iull below,
fearfiol that the longer the masses
remuin dormant the sharper and
mere  violent may prove the ox-
pulsign,  Buot the revolulionlsts are
bnsy  wlanufactiuring  allbls, main-
tilning thelr prestige, amd Sereco-
ing their own bewilderment,

1= the big bonrgeoisie of America |
merely hysterical from an scube
attaek of “erizis pavehosis”™?  Not)
citife.  Though semewhat distemd- |
vd in panie, its eves see  clearly
neverihieless, FPor ome thing  the
blg bourgeaisic sedés danger on the
purred of Lhe petty bonrgeohzle which'
ax & class responds the goickest
and casiest to the elemental in ac-
corilance with its subordination to,
bourgenis ideology which i3 proe]
pagated and instilled in  all in-|
dividuuls in sociely by the bourge-)

st agencies,

It Is precisely because¢ of thls
in capitalist society that we fod
in bistory “spontanegus and insting-
tive” mutinfes of the workers. Who-
ever sees in the elemental wprisings
of the workers organic, political
acts—the beginoiogs or expressions
of revolutionary closs  strugglé—
does oot understand an iota  of
Alnrxismo.

The proletarlat, as a closs [ully
¢lags-conscious, ns & class for itseli,
is historieally the ireeslstible forvee
for the overthrow of the bourge-
idsle.  In the cluss siroggle elwesn
ihe big bowrgeolsic and the prole-
tarlat, the hegemony of the boor-
geoigie depends upon its maintain-
ing the proletariat permanestly o
a demeralbzed condition, in ibe con-
dition of a elass in itself. To this
enid all the agencies of the boor-
gE'l:ﬂﬂ-a-'tlliﬁ are direcied o permeate
the workers with bogrgeois idology.
And Begeanse of this, us Lenin poiot-
wdl out, “the elepental development
of the workers' movement takes its
conrse precisely in subordinstion
to bourgeos  ideology.” The less
the workers are Imbued with SHo-
cialist deology the more readily do
ihey respond elementally, to muting
in despair or reveoge.

(Continoned in mext issoe)
—JOHN G. WEIGHT.
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L.O.HoldsSuccessfulMeetinginN.Y.

Upwards of 30 workers came 1o
the Irving Ploza Iiall te lsten to
the report of comrade Max Shacht-
gt on thie fate of the seeomnd and
third Intermationals, An nntlnmllm-l
Lic atmosphere was  manifest
throughout the entire proceedings
of the mecting, Workers never be-
fure seem ot Opposition meetings
were in evidenee through every
gt of fhe hall, Besides  these
ilere were seores of Party mem-
berrg amil sympathizers, Lovestone-
ites, Socinlists and every  other
shade of workivng elasgs  political
apinien present.  The questions up-
permosEt in B minds of the most
iteveloped elements §n the working
class movement—is there g chance
for the revival of the International
SBectnlist movernnent? Will ibere e
a resnrgent movement within  the
ranks of the Communist Interna-
tional afier the Hitler victory in
Germany *—theae  questlons and
others of & similar npature  were
piessd by the speaker of the avening
aml developed and elneldated in a
mpnner g e rouse in the minds
af the workerz present a serbons
aadl eritieal approach to the prob-
lems confronfing all revolutionisis
nt the present thme,

Following the collection, the flocr

wis thrown open for guestions _Er.'ul
discussion. Dozens of  gquestions

followed: Does the speaker have

= = L

Left Socialist

Conference

(Continoed from Fage 1)
mnnist groups though all of them
still defend the basie line of Com-
intern policies which lead to the
fullure pnd disasters, These people
still declare that what needs to be
eorrected is only the “third period”

sectarinn aspects of the Sialinist
plieies,

The resolution for the Drussels
confegenee deals  with  dermany,
declaring that the “vietory of Fase-
jsm has shewn te the whole world
the bankrupiey of the Secial Dem-
peratle amd Commuonist perties,"”" I
condemns the coalition peliey of the
sHocial Democrats wmd (hefr accept-
anee of the "lesser  evil™ theory.
Botl stodiements are entirely justl-
fhed amd correct. Yol (he character
of the confercoce cannot fally be
judged in advance. As far as at
least some of the initinlors are eon-
verned 1t prospects still stand be-
iwern the comps of reformism and
Communism, A first test will be
afforded at the gathering now fak-
ing pace and the prospects for the
prend toward ihe Left  Opposition
sainipe maomentum must b sabid (o
b good.

Tie Tssue Within the British LLFP.

The attitude of the British I. I
I, ta thiz confercnes is of interest.
The Tight wing of its Notiomal
Council has lined wp against fur-
iher cooperation with the Com.
st party. In turn the leaders
af the latter label the 1. L. B

the temerity to say that the Com-leaders bag and baggage “counter-

munist Party is liguidated n Ger-
muny when the Communists there
are painting slogans on  Working
cluss houses? Why were Lhe Italian
workers defeated when  they  had
such” great leaders to goide them
as Lenin and Trotsky¥ What s
the direction of the Left Soclalist
groupiungs, 2 A, 1, I. L. P, ete?
Why didn't the Left Oppositien
make o determined struggle ngalost
Fascizm m action?

Cuite o psumber of the gquestions
revalved around ifhe problem of a
new Internatlonal. To these com-
rade Shachtman replied that there
wis now n serious discussion going
on in the ranks of the Internaticn-
al Left Opposition and that as seon
as g full and thorough discussion
had Dbeen coucluded and a policy
democratically datermined the I
0. would muke its standpoint clear
to the entlre working class. It was
after mildnight when the speaker
concluded with the gueestions, so it
wag quite apparent that discussion
conld not unfertunmtely  be
The meeting copeluded  witl
singing of the Infernationale.

the

1Comtinued from page 1)

antl-milifarist

tion to iks regular
propagnnda,

Today the heavy clonds of  war
lomius over the entlre world. ‘The
flerend of Japaness imperialism  to
the Sovied Unfon, §ts robber war
ang connests In China, the conge-
Tidwtion of German  Fascism, the
conflicts between the imperialist
nations, Englomd 5. the {nd-
teed  Stntes, Japan wvs. the 1. 8,
Germany va. France, Austria va.
Goermany, and s0 on, brood an im-
pending mazzaere. The eapitalist
wmtions are reaching an economic
and politicsl impasse. It s becom-
ing more and more difficult for thom
to gettle thelr problems peacefolly.
Franee §5 armed to the tecth.
Jopan, England and  the United
Biates have been and are increns-
ing thelr maval forees. Roozevelt
is preparing the psychology of the
Amerlean workers for &8 war situa-
tlom,  Ilis matlonal Inbor  boards
:-Imu-u; resemble  those organized
during the Inst war. Through the
Clvil Conservation Comps, the Am-
ericin bosses represented by Roos-

Prepare Youth Day for War Fight

evelt's government are preparing n

reserve of seversl hundred thopsand
young workers for the new lmper-
Inlist slaugbter.

.. To counteract this process of mill-
tarlzation of the yonth, litile ef-
fective work is being dome. The
Stalinlzt Commonlst party  and
Young Communist League  glves
over bo the DBarbusses, Binclairs
amnd Drelsers the leadership of the
gtruggle against war., In the trade
unions, which are essentlal for war
or anlt-war puropses the Left wing
iz Insignificant.

International Youth Day belongs

to the militant and elass consclons|

young workers. To give It real
meantng to enshrine it in  the
hearts of the American youth an
crientatlon of interpatlonal révolu-
tlon i# mecessary. Only on such &
basis can an  efective  stroggle
againat milltarlam and war be con-
ceived of, The Left Opposition
youth will dedieate itscelf to this
and endeavor to carry on the tradi-
tion of the handin! of bold Young
fghters who met at Berne.
—JOSEFH CARTER.
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| revolul ionaries”, “Faseists”, “enem-
Vies of the Soviet Uolon™, ete. The
(. 1. P, Kational Council, nafter
many  diferonces within it wera
revealed, finally decided that in re-
warl to the conference resolution
its view f2: “That whilst both the
smoecond and the Third Internation-
als bear g zbhare of the responst-
Bility (for Germany) the nature of
fhe failure is diMerent. The Ho-
ciul Ireanocratie failure is due 0
its reformist  and  eompromisiog
iy, The Communists had  coe-
reect revolutionary prisciples  bat
applied them incorecctly.”

In connectlon with these develop-
ments onr British Left Opposition
spction appealz (o the comrades of
the Todependent Lalor Party™ im-

ploring them to make ¢lear thelr
position, espectally on  the  basle
problems of the reveluntion. The

lack of this formuletion makes §t
possite in the 1. L. P. to find today

thase who stand for immediate ad-
hesion to Bhe Communist party rob-
bing showlders with those WwWhoee

I, !
Lrighifnl place 15 in the lnbor pavty,

The 1. . '] bas not yet fully found
its way to 1he Communist position.
Copsegquently It bas not yet fully
made the break with Centrlam.

The Iiritish Communist party la
pow campalgning for a  "TUnited
Communlst Pacty™,  The unity is to
be bronght about by a “Unlty Con-
gresa™, amil, we are told a “dem-
neratic” one. Fut this congress s
te be on the basis of the Comin-
tern program.  That is the progrom
adopted at the 2ixth Congress, the
program of “szocialism in one coun-
tey", which sepnrated the workers
e the masa of trade  wnlonlsts,
Paelilich evolved the faial theory of
"Boelnl Fascism™, gnd which iz at
fthe baszia of the capitulation and
defeat in Germany., Our British
Left Oppositionists  say  to  the

I T I

“It s fmpossible to talk of unity
aon such ferm=. DBut the I. T .
cinmot exist on the mistakes of the
& I, For thiz reazon It i3 all the
mone necessnry to begin an exhaus-
tive dizepssion which shall aim at
facing up to the maln problems
posed by the present world siton.
tlon and by the experlence of the
meist i order to formulate your
own viewpoint,  And such a discus-
glon would have profound effcets,
ot only Inslde yonr own organiza-
thon, but alse inside the O, I G, B,
and wonld be the first step towards
the real unity of the lwest revolo-
flonary forces on the basls of Edeal-
ogical unity."”

Temps and Stelin
iConti - w Page 1)

aof repentance, as was done by
Kameney amd Binoviev....it woeuld
b imposalble to accord him  the
permission to reéturn to the TESRY,
To every politically literate person
it can only mean that Staling “ab-
solutely competent sonrce”, formal-
ly obligated himself to the agent
of French finance not  to admit
Trotsky io the USSR even if he
should slgn a letter of repentance
"However, the correspondent adds
in passing, it iz not at all in Trot-
sky's character to slgn such let-
h,!rall

Temps carefully clrcumvents the
rontradiction of why “it would bé
imposslble to accord Trotsky the
permission to return to the Soviet
Union™, even In case of repentancs,
if e has no program, no adherents
and is forelpn to the masses, The
cxperienesd correspondent kept pol-
itical dizecipline and did not  ask
any embarraszing guestions of the
“absolutely competént souree™. The
categorical obligation of Stalin:
Lat the French stork market not
fear & rapproachment with Moa-
oew s “Trotsky will in no case be
admitted to the TSER", sufficed for
him thizs time. Yesterdny Stalin
made this pledge to Hitler, today
fo the Comite des forges,

Onee again: let the Stalinizta
consider well this remarkable docn-
ment, This 1s not chatter of the
yvellow, tablold press. Not In valn
did Jores once say: Temps iz the
bourgeoisieo turned newspaper.”

itler & the Prospects of War

the appralaal of the internal as
well as the forelgn policy of Na-

tional-Becializm.

The gulding philosopbical anpd
Bistorienl fdeas io the dJdeclarativu
ape truly pitifol In their preleot i
meeligrity. Flhe ldes procluimed by
piitler of the wsecessigy of re-adapt-
ing the state lroulicrs of Europw
wothe [rontiers of ils races, i3 obe
uf those reacliobaty uteples with
wilidel the MNavidoal-Boclaillst g
pram is stufied.  Present-day ko
olee ix decomposing coowomically
and cultmrally ot echuse 18 ua-
phoual frontivrs wve imperfect, but
beewuse the old contineunt iz cat ag
m o oevery direction '|.I_1|" LR ERE I
prlsum walis, separated by the dis-
vrder of the moonelary systems, thut
g, syslems of indation, and €roslh-
el by the militarisio which Europe
requires b dusure its  disoeneber-
misnt mnd ils decadence. A sbiiting
uf the Bnternel Lrootlers by a few
dogens or bondeeds of wmiles in oo
direction o anotler, would, with-
vt chimpging much of anything, io-
volve o number of buman viciins
excecding the population of the dis-
puteil zonc.

The assurances giveon by e XNa-

tlonul-Seciniisis that they renepocs !

“Germanizalion” do not signiry that
they renonnee counquests: ooc of

the central and Diost persistent)
ilens in thelr progrom is the oe-|

cuption of vast tercitories in “'the

East”, so that & strong Geroman |
poasantry may Iwe cstablished Ll-lu:lﬂ!-.:
It is not by weei@ent that the paci-
suddenldy |

fiat decluyration, having
and woexpectedly lelt the grouond
of the “ideal” separation of  the

races, warng in a half-threatening |

pone that the sowree of futuoe con-
flicts may arise outl of the “over-
population of Europe, primarily of
Germany : the East. And  when,
Lunenting the injustice of the Ger-
mun-Uolish frontier, he  declared
that one could without ditficulty
find “in the East™ the solution cap-
uble of sufisfying alike the “clalms
of Poland” amd the “legltimate
righits of Germany”, he simply huad
in mind the apnexation of Hoviet
fercitories, The rengpoeiation  of
Germanization signifies, in this con-
nection, the principle of the pri-
vilpged position of the Germanle
“race” as the selgnoral consts in
the evevupied tercitories The Nozis
argé apgninsl assimilation  but oot
against  anmexation. They prefer
the extermination of the conguersd
“Inferlor” peoples o thelr German-
ization. For the time being for-
tunaiely, it is owly & matter of
hypothetical cotguests,

When Hitler asserts with indig-
nation that the great Germuan peeo-
e bas been trapsformed foio o
second closs satios, asd that this
coullicis with the luterests of Inter-
national solidavity and the prioci-
ple of egual rights for all peoples,
this jdes rings fnlse from ihese
fips: the whole historleal philoso-

stitute for the Hohenzollerm army.
Pax leee sure, here snd there Hitler
can partinlly violate the obligations
dealing with armements, Dot he
will ot resolve open any open
meganre on @A large scale  which
waonl s involve him in o direct and
flngrant conflict with the prescrip-
tlon of Versailles, Only some “for-
tuuate” cireometances, in the form
of complictions betweon the heavily
armed states of Burope, could per-
wit Motional-Socialism, In the very
next period, to execule a panther's
leap, its *March L™ In  foreign
polle=  Hut in their abscnes, Hit-
ler will be foreed to confing him-
self o gramd diplomatic combing-
tlons abroad and to petty militaney
contraland ot bhone,

Dol ential stvength does ot e
ate from acionl weakoess, If the
Germuany of the Hobenzollerns set
fooaf the tash of "orgamizing Euar-
skt i order (herenfier to ander-s
rake a new partition of the world,
present-duy  Germany, thrown  for
back to the reasr by the defeat, 18
forced to =et itself onee more Those
tnsks which  Bismnrek's Prussia
#olvedd lomg ago: the attainment of
the Enroepean cquilibrinm as a stage
im the unification of all the German
territories,  T'he practical program
of Toicler iz today bounded by the
Europenn  horizon, The probléms
of cgutinents and of ocenns are be
yond hiz fleld of vision and can be
af” peactical concern to him  only
in =20 far as they are Interwoven

USSR Recognition
A Class_@mstinn

{Continued From Page 1}

and partienlarly the  unemployed
workers ground the slogan of recog-
uithen and financial support to the
Boviet Union. This was the logi-
cal vuteome of the theory of “3o-
cinlism in Owne  Country™,  which
divorees the progresa of the revolu-
tlom in the Hoviet Uncein  toward
sgcinlizm, feom the interests of the
revolgtionnry movement of fhe pro-
letarial in the countrles which are
giill dominated by capitalizm. They
fwve peelerred to attempt to obioin
recognitlon, not by the pressare of
the masses. ut by back-stage negoe-
tintionz with the represéntaties of
thie  capitalist  class,  Confromted
with onr slogans, they have denied
thet Ehee proletarial would or conld
ke meobdlized arouamnd these deomands,
snving that ihe workers wepe 100
nekward, that they would oot un-
derstand, that it was o visky way
of dodng thimgs, that it might arouse
the antagoenism of the bourgeosizie,
that it might interfere with  the
cantlons negotiotions of the Soviet
dipletmata,

This molidy of snerificing the gwre-
muient and oliimate aima of the
International working-ciass to the
femperary  and immedinte ones of
the Hoviet State, i3 essentially op-
partinistic. It gains its immedinte
nims by eelreating. How far this
refreat will go we do not now know,

phy of Natioual-Bociallsm proceeds| 7w Ameriean government has  in
from the allegedly organic inequal-|pgst negotintions with the Soviet

ity of pations aod the right of the
“superlor” raced to trample upon
amd to extirpate the “inferior”
ruced. Taken ns a whole, the ILit-
ler program for the reconstructlon
of Europe s a reaclivnacy-utopinn
misdley of rucial mysticism aod na-
tlonal cannibalism, It i3 wot hand
ilg submit it to an aouibilating
eritielsm. However, it is not the
beginning of the realization of this
program that is on the order of the
day of the Fasclst dictatorship, bt
the re-stablishment of the military
power of Liermany, without which
it is impossible to talk of any pro-
gram whatseever. It is only from
this stapdpoint that the declare-
thon offers any interest.,

Hitler's program is the
of German ecapitalism, the most
dynamic apd the most aggressive
of all, and which is at the same
timg bound baod aod foot by the
results of the defeat. It is  thia
combjunation of potentlal steength
aud acten]l wenkoess that prede-
termines the exceedingly cxplosive
character of the aims of Natlopal-
Socialism as well ag the extreme
prodence of the most immediate
steps towards the attainment of
these @mims. One can speak today
of lposening and gradually untying
the koois, but wot of cutiing them
nsupder.

Program

Any revision of the tremtics, cs-
peclally of the system of  srma-
ments, Would signify a change in
e present relationship of forees:
Germany would have o grow
sironger, Framce weaker. Ouiside
of thiz, the very question of re-
viglop has mpo meaning for Ger-
many, Un the olher hand, it 18
quite ¢lear that the rulers of France
will accept no changes Lhat would
woaken ifs positism to the benefit

of Germany. That s why
the Naxiz regard as Nosory  aod
fantastic any  policy calculated

upon an improvement of the in-
ternational position of Germany by
way of &n agreement with France.
It is from this conviction which,
ag wjll be seen further om, runs
through all the politieal activity of
Hitler, that fows the inevitability
of a new confict between Germany
and Francée, Bot not today, nor
yet tomorrow, It Is preclsely this
“eorraction” with regard to time
that Hitler makes in his declara-
tlom and, In this sense, it Is not
a mere “deecption”. When Geering
set fire (o the Heichstag, he rlsked
nothirg but the beads of bis agents,
The premeditated firing of Europe
i= a more tleklish cnoterprise. Inm
itg present state, Germany eannot
make war, Il ls disarmed. This
is no phrase, it Is a fact, DBespect-
acled stodents  and  unemploved
with a swastlka band are no sub-

government ssked for goartanbees
against the use of Soviet recogni-
tlonn te further revolutionary fe-
tivity in the United Siates, and has
even demanded the abolltion of the
Communist Interoational, We may
doubt that the retrent will go that
far, but at what point will it stop?
Will that point be fixed by the
Intronsigennee of the Stalinist dip-
lomats or by the insolence of the
Amerienn negotintors ¥

A correct  revolulionary strategy
canngt be based on the sabordina-
tlon or oppoesition of the interna-
tional interests of the working class
o the Immediate interesis of the
first workers' state. With or with-
ot Stalinist lendership, ihe only
soumd polley remalns: to pose the
fight for recognilion as A working-
clazs demand jolning the Interests
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with the ivfernal problems of Eur-
ope.  Witler speoks exelosively o
defensive terws: this  corresponds
eutirely o the stege through wiich
renascent German militarism most
pass.  1E the milltary role—ibe bedt
defensive s e ollebosive--is cor-
pect the  diplomatic rule—ie st
preparation for the ofensive is 10
take cave of the defedsive =i Lo
less correct, lo tbis seuse, Hrouk-
dorf-luntsun, who hod a taste [or
paradeox, told me in Moscow ; B0 vis
pelum pari

Hlitler is counting upon the sup-
port of Imly, mid withbs certaino
limits, this is assered him—uaot =u
mucl beciuse of the idemity of bu-
ternml regiowe (Che puately  Gerioan
Thicd lecteh I8, as 3 Eoewn, @
Trankly Latin plaginrism)y, ws be-
couse of the  poavallelism in—al
lenst (heir negtive—>Lovelgn aspivu-
thons. Bob witl the ltalian craich
alone, Germon imperializm will not
rlse wo ltg foct. Ooly  woder e
copdition of aupport foem Eaglosl
ciin Fusecisl Genoaby gain the e
gasiry [reedom of mesvcaent, Theoe
fore: no mdveniures, oo declara-
tions which amack of  wdveoiwre!
Hitler wndeistamds: every  blow
against the West (o Llow agubnst
Paland would rebound against the
Weat), would promply bring closer
together England and FPrance, and
would eblige Italy to e greafoest
reserve.  Every hoprodent, preind-
ture, risky act of revenge-politics
wiould lesd autematically te the
fsolation of Germany and, given its
military lmpestenee, to a new buod-
fiating eapitulntion. The kuots of
the Versailles treaty would L
drawn =il fighter., An agrecment
with England demamls a self-lnit-
ation. Diut Iarls—amd  Ltavis s
just what ks ipvolved-—Iis  well
worth a mass, Just as the agres-
ment with Hivdenbuarg, through the
masdingm of Popewn, permitted DIler
to acceenish his coup d'etat o
(e Borm of an inderpretaiion of the
Welbinar Coustitutlon, o0 an agree-
menit with Eogland, thvough the
mddiom of Italy, s o permit Ger-
many “legally” to roavage and to
overthvow e Versailles treaiy. 1t
Iz within thiz framework that the
deelaration of May 17 must be view-
ed. Hitler's pacinsm is not @ [ort-
uitons diplematic improvisation, but
4 edmponent part of a graml man-
cuver which 1 to change radically
the relatlonship of forees in faver
of Gormany, and to lay the hases
for the Earepenn amd the world of-
fensive of German lmperialisuo.

Howesver, this is bot one part of
Ilitler's progeam and only (e nego.
tive part: to refroin feomn prenma-
inre attempls ab revenpge is in ke
senen Lhe continuation of the Stres-
emnnn poliey : it does pot solfice Lo
Eusrantes the setive support of
Englamd, The declaration of May
17 containg a clear hodication on
the gther, the positive, slde of the
MNuzl progrom: the stroggle ogainst
Bolshevism, It is not o guestion of
the organizations of the German
proletariat but of  the  slregslo
agalngt (he Soviel Union. In close
conncction with the program of the
drive towards the East {Drang nach
Osten), EHitler takes upon himself
the pedlection of BEuropean clvill-
zation, of the Christian religion,
of the Hritish colonfes nnd  olher
moral and material valoes, agalnst
Bolshevisk barbartsm. From  this
historie mission, precisely s pri-
marlly from this mission, he hopes
te obtain for Germany the right to
arm itself. Hitler is convineed that
on the scales of Great Drituin the
danger of German Fasclsm 1o west-
ern Burope welghs less than the
danger of the Lolshevik Sovicts in
the BEuwst. This ecvalualion econstl-
tutes the most lmportant key to
the whole forelgn policy of Hitler.

The most important, but not the
only one. The National-Soclalist
dictatorship will mot  only  play
upen the contradiclion belween the
West and the East, but alsoe upon
all the antagonisms of westorn Eur-
ope: there is no lack of them, Plae-

of e Americnn workers with those
af the Husslan workers, to oarry
our demnnds in the course of
afruggle from recognilion and long-
term  eredits to steadily  higher
levels, forward to the demand for
a Joint plan of economle eollabora-
tipn god as oor ultimate goal, the
internutional planning gommizsion
for waorld eecomwomy,

Unite the Interests of the Soviet

BHnt now we are faced with the
aciual situntion created by the
policiea of rhe Stalinist  bureaun-
ecrney., We must declare unegol-
vocally—we are In faver of the re-
cognition of the Soviet Unfon, be-
canse b strengihevns fhe workers'
state. The government of the work-
ora state, however, §s in the hands
aof Etalinlzm. For the present, the
interests of the Stalinlst boreas-
craey colnelde with the immediate
interests only of the Soviet Stale,
The Left Opposition, on the other
hamd, alwars fights for the defense
of the Arat workers' state as well
ng for the ultimate international
revolutionary interests of the world
prodetariat, It Iz only the Stalinist
apparatus thatl sepatates the two,

In defending the Soviet TUnion,
we fight jointly with the present
government, which §s the Htalinist
apparatus, When, and if, the in-
terests of the apparatus oF part of
it conflict with those of the work.
ers' stale, a8 may occur in the ovent
of injpeevention or a Thermidorian
counter-revolutionary erisis, we de-
fend the wokers' state amd call on
the  iInternatlonal proletariat  to
mobilize for its defense,

Even then the immediate question
of the recognition of the Soviet
Union will be settied, therefore, the
Left, Oppasition still poses s its
task the mobilization of the revoala-
thonary wvanguard of the Interna-
tional working-class for the sop
port of the next stage of the nesds
of the Boviet Union, for economic
collaboratlon and for International

defense, =B, J. FIELD.

ing a cross over the fantom  of
Aunstro-Hungary, Iitker pledges the
special attention of Germany 1o the
“young national: states of Buropa”,
He seeks woxilisry levers to re-
estublish the Bwropgean equilibeivm,
proposing to the small amd fechle
states to rally around the  vanp-
quizhed and not the victor, Just
as in its demestic poliey, National-
Socinlism hasz as=embled wnder fis
banner the ruined and the desperate,
in order all the more surcly to
subject them to the interests of
monopoly canital, so0 in his forelgn
policy Hiler will strive to croate o
inited front of the vanguished wnd
the injured in order wll the more
pitilessly to crush them in the fa-
tare wmeler the weight of German
TRy LT

It Hitler has so cagerly accepted
the English plan for armaments
reduciion, it is only because  he
counted in advance and with ol
certainty upon its fabllure, e did
ot need to take upon bimself the
odious role of the grave-digger of
pacifist proposals: he prefers  to
leave that function to others. For
the saume reason, Hitler is not nig-
pardly with his “warm thanks” to
the Amerlean President for his de-
claration in favor of armaments re-
ductlon. The more broadly and ex-
tenslvely the program of disarm-
ment is prescnted before the whole
world, and the more ineviatbly it
ends In a collapse, the more ineon.
testable will be Germang's right to
reatmament.,  No, Hitler Is not pre-
paring to overtlirow Veraailles by
violence—for violence one  must
have power! Buat he is connting
firmly upon the prospect that, after
the faflure of the Dritish Program
which he “supports™, England, to-
gether with Italy, will support with
all their might the right of Ger-
IJ'IEI'JIF o sirengien itz defenss. ..
Agngnst the East. Nothing but de-

fense, and only against the Kast!
(Continued in next isspe)

—L. TROTSKY,




