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Atfter the Collapse of
the London Confab

The London Economic Confer-
ence, which opened less than two
months ags to the accomaniment!
of a tremendons hlast of pablicity,
of hopes, promises aml fears, has
slipped guictly to an early grave.
Internutional  coopertiion  among
the competitive national organiza-
tiona of monopoly capitalism has
once ngnin proved to be n abtopian
[pzion, under which bankrupt dem-
ertey  aml aggressive Imperlalism
can concenl thelr nakedness,

The keynote of fhe conference
wis the antagonism between Amer-
jean  amd  Britlsh  lmperialism.
France utilized the conference as
a mobilization pround for its poll-
tleal apd fnaocinl allies. Germany,
which was in the position of mere-
Iy asking for concessions without
even the biuf of having anything
to offer, was completely shoved lnto
the bekgronmd,

With the 1lllosory hopes of com-
mon actlon thus shattersd, national
policies must again pull in djffer-
ent directions in aceordance with
the special situations and needs of
monopoly capitalism in the differ-
ont countries, All the major pro-
blems have heen left unsslved—in-
erensing preduction, dealing with
ynemployment, markeks, currency
gtability, The efforts (o solve them
by reestablishing the unity off the
world market having falled, the
Immedinte next steps will nndoubt-
edly further increase the dispropor-
tions and contradictions of the var-
fous sections of the world market,
and the pelitical expresslon of these
contradictions In preparation  for
WAT.

Eeonomic Trends In 1. 5

The gencral background against
which these efforts are taking place
is one of mild lmprovement in the
orlals on its way Inte depression,
although nowhere is the lmprove-
ment taking ploee at sach byster-
feal speed as in the United States.
The upiurn here would bave had

to take on a violent character at
gome point, if only becuuse of the
extremely low poin#s which had
i reached on  the downward
gwing of the crisis. A  further
stimulating factor was the sigsag-
plng charaeter of the course toward
infation, which allowed both wild
gpeculative aprushes and also sev-
are speculating setbacks, depending
upon the manner in which day-to-
day events allowed the government's
polley to be  inferpreted.  Twice
during the past two months the
president had to intervene in a
taulling aptculative market with the
nasurane: that he had net given up
the ldea of inflation,

On thls policy, of course, Amer-
fea was unable to swing Eorope
behind 6t the post-War experience
of moat Eurepean countrles was re-
cent enough to reming them what
a drasiie surgleal operation it comns
stitutes. With all the more enth-
slnzm, then, repulsed on the fleld
of iniernoational agreemont,  the
Roosevelt government jumped into
the agtivities of the Natlonal Re-
covery Adminiztentlon, centralizing
and eoordinating Amerienn eapltal-
ism on its natiopal territory before
the next decisive leap at foreign
markets.

The 1ireltlsh polley hos been ot
of aggressive competition for for-
cign trade oun the baskls of stabil-
ized enrrency and alow, delinite in-
creases In price levels, prodoction
and fnoneial boesiz o gold reserve
nnd note cleenlation. The unexpect-
ed coup of the Argentine trode
agrecment, the removal of the em-
bargo on Soviet trade, the steady
Pnerepsd: in tariffa, all point in
this direction. The reparation of
British money held abroad, and to
aome extent an influx of foreign
short-lerm ersdits, have broadened
the financial basla of these operi-
tions and have reflectsd the will-
ingness of large sections of Furo-
pean  enpltal to support Englond
in the duel with America.

France and the Crisis

In France, the situation is eom-
plicated by the fact that the work
of liguidation and deflation, accom-
plished by the crisis in most ad-
vanced countrics, has not been fully
achieved owing to o varfety of
capeea s the delay of more than o
vefdr before the eorisia actually ba-
Ban, the prompt adoplion of gov-
cromental measures to shut  off
France from the world crisia by
teade reéstrictions and the mainten-
ance of domestic markets, the spe-
clal faveors glven to certaln indus-
tries whereby they sunlfered less
from the crisis but the government
was hurdened more, ete. The ap-
pearance of eelative Inmuonity from
the erisls brought in large amounts
of forelgn capital for ahort-term
investment In France during 11¢1
and 1332, thus still further adding

to its apparent strength, but in)

reallty contributing a
element of great weakmess. In In-

potential |

tion will prove to be very vulner-
nhle,

In, the meantime, the price level
within France remains high, while
wage-cuts in geoeral bave not gone
ag deep us in the United Btates or
Liermany. This however puts  in-
erensing pressure on French capj-
tulism, which will irevitably at-
tempt to force its burdens on to
ithe French proletarciat  and  the
petty-bourgeoizsie. The budget has
beeommme: unbalanced to A IT!EhtEﬂI'

(Continued on Page 4)

Hitler Executes Four
Altona Commuuists

The Nazi beast has s{ruck again.
This time he haz  bhronght down
four heroie workers who ook part
in the defense of the working-class
quarter of Altona, near Hamburg,
when the brown shirts  invaded
thetn in a provocative parade last
year, The Hamburg workers, steel-
el In the traditions of the Aghts
of M9 and 1921, bliterly reseoted
the invasion aod drove the uniform-
odl pangsters out,

The authors of the Nazl mass-
aere wore at that fime condemned
to death the better to  feed  the
then democratle 1lusions of  the
masses and conecal the prepartions

USSR Accorded

Recognition by
Spaniigav’t.

Recognition of the U.8.8.R., by
Spaln as cabled to the New York
Times s hailed by the Trvestla as
p step taken when “the vickory of
soclallsm in the SBoviet Unlon had
been decided fAnally and  without
argument.”  “The extension of the
nternatlonal eonnections  of the
1. & ®. K. iz direct evidense of the
foree of soclalism. Capitaillst gov-
ernments are forced to reckon with
the 1. 8. 8 R. a8 & factor with
which for thelr own interest it s
hetter to llve at peacs”

To speak of the “victory of so-
clallsm™ as “declded finally”, and
it is betoer”, for the capitalist, “to
live at peace”, with the Soviet Un-
fon s to eonfuse the real state of
affalrs and the danger of an imper-
[alisc attack npon the Soviet Unlon.
Rtecognition does ot fow from the
capitalist deglre “to live at pence™
with the Soviet Union, not because
of the “victory of soclallsm". The
apposite b8 troe.

The pressure of world eonditions
in the decay stage of capitalism and
the guest Tor prodfita forces capital-
it nations to trade with anyoene,
even with the Hoviet Union. ‘The
Tzvestia does mot fool the capltal-
isig with this kind of phrases, This
helps disarm the workers to dan-
gers to their own clasa and helps
the ¢apitalists cover up thelr war
plans, The vietory of Fascism in
Gormany and the victory of Japan
in the Hast agalnst China and the

for Fascism that were golng on
throughout the apparatus of the,
German  Eovernment.
hypoeritical mask of democratic
megdures can be cast aside.  The,
Wazl terrorists have  been freed,
pardoned and treated sz heroes
The Communist workers who aeted
in gelf-defense have been bebeaded.

The lnst words of one of fhe It:rl.lrl
heheadel  eomrndes  were:  “The
denth penplty I8 the largest hu:mur|
for a revolutionary.”

Mow tha'

Soviet Union places the Bovlet Tin-
{{on in the most dangerous positien
it hms been in sinee the days of
open intervention and civil war.

The reallgnment of Imperislist
forces slnce Hitler took power
forces the Soviet Unisn to make
| amends with Poland, France, ete.
and now Bpmin, To cloak these
foresd concesslons as victories iz
to prepare the way for greater mis-
takes and concessions.

Dissension in

Right Wing Actual Victors -- “Left” Compromises

French S. P.

The congress of the 5. F. Lk
{ French Socialist Party) conclud-
wl after giving the Left wing oan
absolute majority (2,197  votes)
over the Centrists (981 votes) and
the Right wing (753 votes) and also
over the 104 voles recelved for the
peaslution of the Socialist Action.

1. The congress was opeoed
with a speech by Yandervelde, pre-
gldent of the Labor and Socialist
International whoe begged the dele
pntes not to disropt the wnity of
their organlzation. The ex-minlster
of the Belglan king cepltomized the
confusion reigning in the leading
citeles of the Znd Ingernational.
This orginization sufersd a terri-
ble blow by the victory of Fascism
in Germany. All the organizations,
in which the reformist lenders
placed 8o much  trost, collapsed
without resistanee like houses of
capds, It is worthless to hope that
the Vanderveldes omd the Adlers
will condemn their own  policies;
nfter having dispensed with sever-
al German soclal democrats  who
vilnly tried to lick Itler's bools,
thiey recommend the Coue method
to thelr arganizntions : Have the de-
termination to remain unlted. But
cvents are stronger than Vander-
viclie's tirades.

2, Hplit, more than ever bhefore,

From {he tlme of the black-white
motions wp till the declaration of
wiur by the Right wing after the
vobe of censure hardly a month hag
paissed, The Right wing net only ex-
poss] the conflict before the social-
iat and International party masses
but al=o befors “republican and so-
cinlist public opiolon of this eoun-
try”. In other words, the unlty of
the Sccialist party retains only a
formal aapect: each  tendency i
opening the battle for influenee over
the masses of the countey,  Under
these cireumstances, the maneuvers
of exch of the temdencies fo shift
respotsibility” for the split ars
relatively secondary.

A, The Left wing won ont in the
voting ; but the political advantage
of the congress waa  incontestably
giined by the Right wing, And it
i mo wonder., Only the Right wing

fa flrst on the order of the day.

question of power, of workers un-
ity, of the struggle agalost war.
The dizcussion on thess subjects,
for the most part, bore a puarely

geademie character. All the con-
teadictions which were masked by
the mass vote against the parlla-
mentary group will come to the fore)
on the mororw wWith more [orce!
than ever before,

4. As we foresaw, It was on the
questlon of “‘national defense™ that!
the Right wing showed tself most)
voclferous. In a secondary mad-
ter—denonneing an “ignoble artl-
cle” by Rosenfeld agoinst Pagl-
Boncour, and among other things,
posing the problem of war in all
its amplitede, the threat of ware
from German Fesclsm—G. Weill
and Denaodel stated eategorically:
Mo Dizsarmament of Franee in Faoa
of Hitlerite Germany, national de-|
fonge enn b orgaoleed nol by lenv.
ing the ground of “Auvgust 4th" bot
rather by plucing ours¢lves on that
ground without delay.

. The extreme Left wing (So-
clalizst Action) played an insignl-
fieant role at the Congress; the
propozal for the expulsion of the
4 deputics recelved only 149 vobes,
S0 that if we deduct the 104 votes
of the extreme Left, lesa than 5§
pareent of the Left wing was influ-
cheed by the Socialist Action. There
iz nothing cxtraordinary o tleig—
it s a reflection of the damage
dane by the Htalinists to the Ho-
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N.Y.Upholsterers
Strike Spreads
to New SI'lﬂp!

A apirit of militancy pervades
the npholaterers who are in their
second week of strike. Owver Afiy
ghopa, large and small, have already

responded to the ecall lssoed o week.

ago, Thurslay by local T4 of the
Amecicin Federalion of Lahor, Thi
demands are for the 30 hour week
and the basie minimum wage of
2140 per honr, The mapnfacturers
asescintion have falled to brlog the
atrikers back into the shops with
promises to llve op to the code, o8-
pecially after the propossd  condi-
tions of the code were made public
(44 honr week and 3d¢ per hourd.
A roar of lnughter went up from
the men when this was read o
by Brother Mozkowitz, chalrman of
the strike committee, Code or no
eode, the men are in no mood to
be tricked ints any condifions be-
low those demanded by the strike.
Bvery day new shops are puolled.
The notorlonsly scabby Trade shop
on Long Island, the backbome of
the open shoppers, came down 10055,
With the determination the men are
now shoWwing the strike is bound to
wiin.

In the midst of the solid spirit of
the men, however, I8 to be fonnd
thai apathy which is characterlstic
of men whi are coming intoe the
nnion and Into the strike for the
flrst timee. It I3 easier to rely
npon leaders than fto take active
responsibility yourself. Too much
work and responsibility s belng
ghoved upon o few individual at
the top. As a resalt, the strock
shops do not meet to conslder the
partleular plana of their  shop,
The daily geneeal stelke meeting
is not  sufficient. The particular
problems of the individual shops
ciunmnot he taken wap there. For ex-
ample—the "forming ont” of work
by Lewittes shop fo o two by four
dump, which threatens te demoral-
fze the men of that shop, could
have been avoided if handled by
the shop committes. Also a eclaser
tab should ke kept by the shop
committess v the lecation and
aetivity of the men, so that at any
time the union could put its finger
On ANy =0re spof.

We conslder 1E our doty o ex-
presg opE apinion on the question
of pulling =igned shops durlng a
general strike. The pencral stelke
takes precedence over  nll  soch
Agroementa,
atand why those union men who
|called them on strike, themselves
& back to work on the bazis of the
old agreement, and not on the basia
of the strike demaods,
nlwavs break acrecments when It
iz to their adevantage to do 50,

Malson Art, for example, introduced

plees work into their shop in direct
violation of the ngreement signed
last September with  the  union,
Gregppoint and others all violated
the agreement by paving  single
time Instead of tlme and a half for!
overtime. A general strike of theo |
trade in nll cascs takes precedencos
ovier extent contracts, Mo work
glinuld be prodoced In these shops,

What About the Indusirinl Union?,

The Industrial Unlom, with the,
|enlling of the general strike, has

adopted an entirely new set  of
tactles.  Hnoowling that the oven
whelming sentiment of the men is
for going into the A. F. of L., they
hnw- pdopted the policy of “help-
ing™ the strike, under the slogan !
of “unity with the rank amd fle.)
In view of the cool reception that
their sftrike demands got from the
eirlkers, they changed them from.

£1 an hour and the 40 hour week ©ntire Chinese Enstern Rallway. IflmmlL of the fact that the fAshoe-
to 2115 an hour and the 35 hour, Ve Iine ware not =old mow, #!men were killed while tres passing
are Would be seized. The negotiations |ﬂ Soviet waters—surely o mitipat.

week. In this respect they
still lagging behind the A, B I
The excuse of not knowing what

1,l:unt1nued. on Fage 4)

iz Bepasia '
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Western Pennsylvania is  ogain
nflame with a mineér's revolt grow-
ing duily in sweep and scope, The
miners’ wives from the outset join-
ed directly in the battle taking the
blows with their hnshands and giv-
ing blows as the powerful picket

Leon Trotsky Moves
From Turkey to France

Comrade Leon Trotsky has final-
Iy obtiined permizsion from  the
French Government to make a trip
for his heaith to Corsiea and
Houthern France where, he will
#tuy, for an  indefinite  period
Around these simple facts g number
of wild legends and conjecturcs
have been bullt, both by the bour-
geolzs and the Stalinist press, It
has beenm stafed for instanee that
comrade Trotsky will b sent to the
United States, as first Soviet Am-
bassador, thot he has made peace
with _Stalin and Litvinoff that the
French government s willing to
have him becanse he will help them
agninat Hitler, ete.

It Is not nmeceszary to make any
specinl answer to all these rumors
exceit to polut out that they are
completely develd of a  basls In
foct. When the Stalinisis lnsino-
ate, however, as in a recent izsue
of the Daily Worleer, that this is

ngalnet the Soviet Union on his
trip b0 Copenhagen last vear, we

{Continued on Page 1)

the reward of the bourgeoisie for ™08 the very backbome of the on-
comrade Trotsky's services to them alanght which smashed

j Union made headway and led the
I'Western Pennsylvanin

line extended over g far Aung terci-
tory. Deail bas takem  Bs  toll,
e miner i reporied killed in
typleal  Pennsyvlvania  steel  trust
fashion ; shot doewn o cold Dblood
by company plug uglies while carry-
ingz ghe American Hag at the head
of o picket line. Heveral other
miners are expecied to die from
wialliia rer¢lved and many are suf-
fering from lighter injuries.

The strike started In Fayetie Co,
Pennsylvania’s darkest corner anod
ihe scene of many labor balbiles,
It started as & dircet ehallenge to
the . . Frick Coke Company for
the right of union organization.
Thizs company is the largest pro-
ducer In the eounty and a subsidi-
ary of the United States Steel Cor-
poration. In its further sweep the
strlke has embraced the wsdjaeent
countles of Westmoreland, Alleg-
heny, Washington and Armstrong.
The Iatezt reports estimate o total
of A5 00 miners Invoelvied. As it
sproewd the issue became more tham
the one of right to union organi-
zation. It assumed the charaeter,
even thongh there s no set of ape-
clite demands formulated, of a gen-
eral revolt agalnast the intolerable
open shop and semi-open shop oon-
ditions Impeaed by  the Pennsy-
Ivanin steel and coal bharens.

It iz significant that the strike
has al=o embraced the minez of the
Pleesburgl Terminal company which
now hns g conteaet with the Und-
ted Mine Workers. Thiz company

the T, M.
W, in the lost strikes of 1097.98
Later when the National Alinces

strike  in

¥

! Shanghai.—There is a lull in mili-
tary setivitiea in North China fol-

in virtual occupation of a4  huge
“demilitarized zone”™ fdanking  the
Great Wall. Japanese Imperialiam
12 now deawing hack proparatory
te a frezh leap forward, and it is
Jeommonly believed that their next
chjectlve ia Ownter Mongolin, pos.
sesgion of which would add to thelr
strategic advantages in the event
--:rl wir with the Boviet Unlon.
Ot here, the view Iz widely held
that the Soviet position vis-a-vis
.I:npan and the entire  imperialisg
'world has been groatly wemkened
as g result of the capitulationdst
policy pursued by Moscow, nobzhly
im regard fo the agreement to sell
the Chinese Eastern Hailway, The
fist shaken menacingly In the faee
of Imperialisin by Voroshilov I8 no
longer taken serfously, sinee those
Eeslures are not borne out in peac
tice. “Not an inch of our tecri-
tory 1™ yell Stalin and Voroshiloy
in wpnison, Bot in the interests of
[their “peace-loving  policy”  they

lhave . adopded such a wenk-knoed”

attitude before the polltical  and
militnry minlons of the Mikado

Japan Provokes the Soviets

' Criminal Stalinist Policies Weaken Soviet Resistance

lnlso. In the clreumstances, it I=

Strikers do not under- | lowing upon the conclugion of 1hl}'“ foregone conclusion that Japan
Tangku truee which leaves Japan| Wwill get the C. E. K. on hﬁf 0w

ihat they have virtually lost the

giring on Inm Tokyo are 51m]1l:.r a
face-zaver for Hoviet diplomacy,
lgiving a formal charpeter to o failt

(Continued on page 4)

much hernlded bational indestrial
‘recovery, which have taken place s
far, it appears that the New Deal
 ls petting en the way. Maybe this
jshould give uz an opportunity to
dietermine just what this New Deal
1s. Undonbtedly the gemeral  iden
behind it, the aystem of policles pe-
presented by that nama, are quite
clear,  But the New Deal  itself
will be fully estimated only when
it is pot over amd haz become o

wis decizive, The Left wing, on
the eomtrary, in the process of evo-
Intion, waz split  info nomerons
tendencles amnd gronpleta.  Also, the
Right wing stated itz program
clearly and frankly at the Con-
gresa. It hid nothing, 1t spoke to
the whele conptry,. We are npot
pediticians they snid, but atatesmen.
We are ready to glve France an
aunithoritative government  which
will a=msure Internal order and the
secnrity of the frontiers, The fact
that that pronoencement was not
made im the old traditional verbi-
age enused a stiv of “sorprise’” In

ternatlonnl capital loses its confld-

ence In the fimancial stability of

France, the French financlal situa-

Blum's eamp. In order to retaln
thelr majority, the leaders of the
Loft wing avolded all votes on the

| torecast its final

reality, Today the fArst steps are
helng token, it s set into motion,
and we muost view it in motlon to
results. It s
possible to say ot the ontset, how-
ever, that when finally put over,
the New Deal will loom up to the
working masses a8 something en-
tirely different from what it ap
penrs to be today.

Ta the same extent the working
class judgment will differ. Today
there seems to he an attitnde, and
quite, understandably so, that any
change Is sure to be for the better:
that at least canoot become any
worae, Many warkers are  even
captiyated by illusions of special
benefits from the indestrial recov-

pecomdi,  Hoth Moscow and Tokyo

BACKGROUND OF THE NEW DEAL

By the developments towand the

ery act and its induostrial codes.’
Tomorrow when its scope I8 known

we will find that the New Deal
lends ftself well to  other more
choire and more harsh names.

Crisis Creates New Conditions

One thing is certain; the system
of policies centered around the in-
dnatrial recovery efforts represents
womething new, at least fo  the
extent that new conditions presa.
for new mL-rhnda.‘ The new condl-:
tiong are at hand. The corisis in|
its conrse of development lald  the
basia for them. It affered the pos-
sibility of an immense reorganiza-
tiom of the whole national oecons
amie stracture in preparation for
the next stage of the business eyele.
Now the problem is to step Into
that stage and secore an upwaed
economic conjuncture. And it was!
precizely at this point that many
of the old eoncepts and formulne'
of capitalist business were found
not to fit the new conditions or,
the ngw requirements. They were

discarded. Af the same Hme new.

ideas wereg swoeping  the  world,
ratchy ideas, Idens of plaoned ccon-
omy. Why not try to apply scme

of them on n capltnlist basis? And
&0, It came about that the ideas
now Identified with the New Ieal
nre combined info a sort of a plan
jalming at the “organization” of
I:':-mitn]lnm A greater  concentra-
"tlon and centrallzgation of capital,
a more gigantic monopoly, It Is
the proponents of “organized ecapl-
talism"™, appearing wader the col-
i Tective name of the brain trust,
who are the moving forces bebind
these ideas.
| Capitalist Economy Reorganized
Buot hefore we ook further into
the questich of the industrial recov-
ery policies of the HRoosevelt ad-
ministration and in order o gain
n beiter understanding of them, It
is necessary to first cxamine their
backgroumd, As already mentioned,
o erlsis becomes alse a perled of
dapitnlist readjustfments. An imd
mense reorgEnnizntion of the whaoleo
structure of  Amerienn natlonal
 economy  took place during the
crisis. With 3 view to the future,
this reorganization followed striet-
‘ly along the lines of the motive

_— e Ea—

p et entering Soviet waters aftor o

know this, and China Enows it

and not on Soviel terms. "Sell on
our terms or we will sefze it—we
know you’ll not Aght to retaln it°
—this iz the Japanese attitude,
Provoeations by Japan

Japan Is evidently so convinged
that the Boviet Union will not fight
in defense of her Interezts  that
quite recently she took the baold
step of gendilng one of her war
ships, the H. 1. J. AL 8. Tachikaze,
into  Boviet tervitorinl  walers off
the Kamehatka coast allegedly to
investigate the shooting of three
Japanese fishermen in the reglon of
Cape Olgn, The warship entered
these waters after permission for
it to e =0 hod been expressly re-
fused by Moscow.

Meanwhile Moscow, claiming to
Dipve established the fact that three
Juammese Hshermen were shot and
Eilled by Soviet copst guards near
Cape Olgn, has tendercd a eringing
apology to the Japanese govern-
ment, agreeing to mele out  dire
punighment to the const ganrls and
Loy compensate the Dnanilles of Chose
kilted, In the Soviet note on the
subject, however, no mention s

ing ecircomstance! Mo, im the in-
tereats of plocsting the Japanese
bandits the Moscow eplgoues take
npon themselves or, rather, apon
the unfortunate constguards whe
prezsumably were performing their
duey) the entire blame,

By way of contrast, the Japan-
ese forelgn office returned o curtly
truculent reply to the Moscow pro-
test agnipst the Japanese desteoy-

Ing forbidden to do so.

Judging by past experience, Bt
g8 reasonable to suppose that the
Japanese imperialists will be foe-
ther encournged by the kowtowing
attitude of Moscow., The day fol-
lowlng the Soviet apology, three
Soviet fishing vessels wore sedzped
by Japanese warships and their
crews placed under  arrest  on
charges of apying in the neighbor-
hood of the Korile Islands. And
pow inspired reports are appearing,
allegipg discrimination against Jap-
ancse shipping at Viedivostok, n
port wWhich the Japanese imperial-
Izta have long coveted, More amd
graver sltuations may be expected,
and are expected. Thus Soviet
diplomacy a Ilp Litvinoy and com-
pany. expressed in  wetlon, g
bringing the Soviet Union npearsr
to war with Japan—just the pre-
clse opposita of what §s being alm
ed at. Suecessive retrontz hefore

| of oblivion,
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35,000Pa. Mine Workers
Strike For Right of Union

Organization

1930 the Pittsburgh Terminal Com-
pany agaln recognized the U, M, W.
and slgned a sort of n contract,
thongh not one agreepble to  the
men,

Test of Recovery Act

This strike is oue of the maoy
cxpressions of working cluss atti-
tude under the national industrial
recovery efforts. It s a test In-
dicating that the working class i8

ready 1o pesume the ofensive, notb
relying upon the clauses of the re-
covery act bul upon its own mass
power Lo inforce its right to union
orgnulzation and to guin better con-
ditlons. While in  progress, the
apokesmen for the stee]l C(rast at
washington hypoeritically  elimin-
ated from their industrial code the
idemand for oompany unions, Ob-
viously thelr Intention was to rely
upon the police club  and  soldler
bayonets to maintaln this demand
in practiee, They have struck @&
stng, The miners gave the answer:
Up to this point, but no forther.

On July 20 the Pennsplvania gov-
BrIE |Ii:‘:|.;u'l,1c1.'|:,:r:t National Guoard
iroops to Fayette County—io “malo-
tain order.” How did the troops
digcharge that duity? Ib beonma
the jromediate signal for the H. O.
Frick Company to declare its mines
reapened, calling for scab labor and
edged governmental protection. A
uew Moody onslaught was launched
wpoe the miners led h:," the foms=
pany's privately armed deputies, of
which the H. C. Frick Company is
snild fo have—only 275, But  de-
apite these heavy odds agninst the
workers they bave stosd  thelr
ground, The mives remalned idle,
the. strike spread.

Conditions in Fayeile Coke Reglon

Between the black hills of Fay-
elie county lie dotted nomerons ef
the old type bee-hive coke ovens,
stretehing their low built strocture
for bBlecks with the rows of open
tirca resembling milolature open-
bearth steel furnaces, Daily these
ovens beleh out smoke blackening
everything Im sight. A bheavy pall
hougs over the lttle méning com-
munitlea. HBut that accounts fon
et hing comparad to the heavy hand
of the stecl trust in evidence eviry-
where, Everything iz company
ownted, the sofl, the miners homes,
the city and village administra-
tinns, the stores in which the min-
s make thelr porchases often 1n
company scrip as the ooly reward
riteived for thelr labor. The laws
Bkl down by the steel trust are in-
forced by their own “yellow dog®
deputies, For years the Fayetie
counnty mimers bave bedan compelled
to work under these most revolbing
conditions, It 18 these conditions
that the steel trust fights tooth and
el g mainiain,

Many attempts have been  mpde
by these miners to organlse a pa-
fom as the only protectivn for theie
rights, Ofien they were sold oot
by the 10, M. W. oficinls, We stlll
remember the dostardly sell-out of
the 1922 strike when John L. Lewis
signid the Cleveland agreement
leaving out G000 miners of Fay-
cite and adjocent counties  and
seritleing  thele budding organiza-
tipn, The miners weed caught ln o
iteath  trap; but they have been
fighting on ever sinee. Now again
thisy wre joining the U7, M, W,

What Does this Strike Indicate?

There is much to be learned from
thizs present DPennsylvania miners’
strike. It Is offensive in its charac-
ter. Derbaps that 2 its  greabest
significanee., In that sense it i
very indicative for the future, par-
tleularly when viewed in connpec

tinn with many  other strikes
thronghont the ecountry, amaller
but similor in character. Does It

ot bring elogquent testimony to the
cotelusion which we have draws
long age that in the stage of re-
covery efforts the class struggle f
Boursl to increase in intensity? In
its further development these strog-
Eles are just as sure to immensely
shorpen the class distinetlons 1n
the United States and serve to lead
the workera toward political con-
selousness a8 @ elass,

The strike algo indicates  Lhat
during the recovery period thera
will e & declsive trend of the work-
Ing masses toward union organiza-
tion., The stream will head toward
the conservative unlons desplte all
their fnilures and betrayals. Per-
hups one can say that in the Penn-
aylvanin mine fielda there is today
1o gther union in existence anyway,
That is true. The National Miners
TUnlon hy ity utterly falge policies
and methods long agoe forfelted its
right to existence and passed out
But that only =6 much
mare proves the point and Indicates

the Japanese bandits (which began
in late 1031, when Japanose troops|
were arbltrarlly fransported over,
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the Miture trend, To keep abreast
with that trénd the T.eft wing muat
now take up in earnest the problem
‘of lodging itself within the masa
unlona, —fA. B,




