cocricy by showing three pictures:

The death of Klara Zetkin re.
movies from the revolutionary labor
movemment one of that diminishing
handfiul of tree founders of the
Commignlst International still left in
it ranks. More than balf a eend
tury of undivided devotion to the
couse of working class  freedom
lay behind the great militant whosa
last public el was her appearancs
a few months ago In Berlin to pre-
gide, ns senior member, over ths
lest session of the Weimar Heich.
stng hefore its dissolution by those
gume snarling  brutes  in brown
ghirts whom she compelled to listen
to the eloguent defianee of o Longoe
which proclalmed © the ivevitable
revolution in (Germany.

Born more than seventy-five years
peo, on July B, 18567, Klara Hetkin
becape o sociglist at the time the
Iron Chuseellor lounched the not-
orious Kxceptional Laws aguainst
P sovin] democratie movement.
Her sctivity in the party not only
began with its heroic pericd, Dot
pnllke most of her contemporaries,
she pareled forward the best of the

tenditidh of those days throughut
the romt of her Ve

Klara Fetkin—Women's Leduder
For more than a quarter of &

century, her noime was prominently
pssclated throughout the Em!ullutl
worlid with the movement Lo Winl
the working class woman to the
standard of revolutlon., To her,
more ihan to any ofher single foree,
goes the credic for the rich eda.
catlonal aml cnltural work among
profetarian women which was Car.
ried om for decades in  GeTmoany.
Virtually by her own cfforts, she
founded the sccklist women's PeT-
jodical Gleichheit (Equality) and
edited 1t unintereuptedly from 1862
pop 1017, when the social putrlots
summarily removed her from  the
Journal which had become E¥O00Y-
mous with her own name If o
soctnlist woman's movement come
into existence in Germany, distinct
and separate from the feminist atid
other bourgeols movements, il Was
i no small measore due to the un-
remitting lnbors of her brain, her
e, her bonguae. Little wonder
then that the Executive Committee
of the Communist International,
after its foundation, confided to her
the directlon of Communist nctiv.
ity among the working WOIEn
thrughout the world,

Her activities, however, were nof
confined to this specific feld, Klara
etkin wis a party woman, above
everything., And in the purty, she
gtosd unwoveringly on the slde of
that small band of warrlors who
constituted the Marxian group from
the wery ouwlset.of the Internal
strzgle.  She stood elbow to el
bow with the Left wing of losa
Luxemburg and Frang AMehring in
thetr fight, mude in common Wwith
Kautsky, up to o certain point,
ngainst the revislonist program of
Bernstein, David and Co  which
finnlly  devoured Bebels  party.
And even when Parvus torned grain
anid munitions agent for the House
of Hohenzollern doring the war,
and Kautsky effected his touching
coneilintion with Bernsteln, Klara
Fetkin remained with the now e
dueed group of Marxista who de.
fended proletarian internationalism
by decds, while others were drown-

ing it in fratricidal blood or else
glving it sufficient formal acknowl-
edgment to ennble them pall the
more easily to continue attacking
spartacus.

Opposed the Social Patriols

The solemn declsions on the gues-
tlon of imperialist war adopted by
the Congréesses of the Soclalist In-
ternationnl and of (he German
Party retained their significance for
her even after August 4, 1914,
Standing ot the head of the Wuoert.
termerg party organization, together
with Crigpien and Westmeyer, she
vehemently opposed the treacherous
action of the Reichstag fraction
in voting for war credits, and de-
manded that it adhere to the de.
ciglons of the Internatlomal. Now
diid she rest content with o formal
gesture. When Hosa  Luxemburg
and Frang Mehring issued the first
pumber of DHe Intermationale in
April 1915, delivering those erush.
ing blows at chauvinists and Kaut.
skyans allke, the name of Klara
Zotkin was to be found on this roll
of hopor together with Earski,
Jogbeches, Thalhelmer and the other
internationnlizta who subsequently
founded the Spartakusbund. Ldke
Toan and couptless others, she was
thrown Into prisom doring the war,
to thp great rellef of the Kaiser's
socialisis, An illegally distributed
Bpartacus leaflet of fhat time com-
memoratisd ihe contrast  between
the two camps in the soclal dem-

Rosa Luzemburg and Klara Zeto

kin, each in her prison cell for
anti-war actlvity, and Scheldempnn,
Noake, David and other soclal.ime
perialista photographed at a dis.
creet distancs behind the  front,
fraternizing with army offictrs in
front of thelr gquarters; the ple
tures were elogquent enough withodt
commgnt—nor did the leaflet sup-
ply them with any.

o Klora Tetkin falls the distimc.
tlon of having imitiated the Amst
gneeeseful  International  socinlist
conference after the outbreak of
the war and the collapse of the Sec:
ond International. Upen her own
reaponaibllity, the international so-
cinlisl women's conference was con-
vaned In Berne, -Swilzerland, [n
March 1915, with represcntatives
from all the important Belllgerenta

on both sldes. Thers wers - nob
many in those black days of treach-

A Historical Appreciation
of the Great Woman
Revolutionist

ery and reaction who were ready

to apeak and act for international-
tsm, but among them was o be
tound the already aging bot tireless
Germnn rewcdutionist. At that
time, it s true, she did Do yet
stand on the side of (he Bolsheviks.
The latter's delegates to the Berne
Conference, Inessa Armand and M.
K. Kropskaya, were the isolated
extreme Left wing, whose resolu-

tion to the Conference, edited by|

Lenln, was overwhelmingly rejocted
becnuze it put the guestion of the
brenk with all patriots  and Cen-
trists in the sharpest and most un-
mistakable manner. Not even det-
kin was at thet time prepared to
consnmmate the rupture,  But éven
thongh Lenin subimitted the ambig-
usia gngd hesitant decisions of Berne
to nm perid eriticism, the Confer.
enee was nevertheless the first Fur.
opean milestone along that  road,
marked later on by Zlmmerwald
and HKienthal, which led directly
to the founding of the Commuonist
International in Moscow in April
1114,

The first years of the HRussian
revoliftion nnd (he Commuonist In
ternational undoubtedly marked the
high water mork of Klarn Zeilkin's
development and  activiey, Tha
great period of stormy  revolution.
ary Hoaml hml.l;l{ll‘t out all fhat was
bist and most positive in the Com.
munfst leaders of (e  time,  Dher
aplte her yeara, she put at the dis
posal of the Gorman smd interno.
tional movements those falents
which distinguished her. A fervid
temperament, a sincerily of deve-
tion, kept alive in her a luminous
ftanme which dimmed only townrds
the last. An abyss  lay  betwesn
her =l that leglon of others, fawn-
fng careerists aml stock.market
revolutionists, whoe come o the
Comintern in its early vears llke
S many tourizis amd zoon lefé it
to write npologies for thelr  mo-
méntary abberation,

Z etki
IHer glft of oratory, warm wilth
a rich Inupirh_lg_.Em. was nuL_a.l.
ways combined with the quallty of
profound and orlglnal  political
thinking. In this respeet, she had
lenned wvery heavily upon the sturd-
ier and surer HRosa Taxemburg
i throughout the years before and
during the world war. The polit-
feal firmnesa and strength which
she gyined from this heavy associa-

tion did not, unfortunately, Erow
in the years that followed,

The young Communist Party of
Germpany  was cruelly deprived of
it contral stall immediately after
the war. Left without the gifted
brain of Luxemburg, the popular
tnnd tirelesa revolutionary spirit of
| Lictignecht, the organizing talents
of Tyehkoe, the leadership of the
party slipped by defanlt into the
hamds of an infarlor stratom of the
Spartacans, whose qualities wera
ot exactly enlmmecd by the accre.
itlon of the motley Left wing that
|jrﬂn-&d it afier the aplitting of the
Independent Hocialista ot Halle.
Zhe whe had once, drawn  her
strength from the wells of o Luzem-
burg, now turned to Panl Levl, who
proved to be more skilled in the
collection of rare pottery thanm in
the leadership of @ révolutionary
party. In the party erisis  that
followed the lockless “March Ac.
ltion™ in 1021, Zetkin marched at
{ Levl's heels together with the
"group of Daenmig, Brass and the
jothers who finally went back with
Levl to the seclal democrrey. With
| Levl, too, she balked at Lenin's
strmgele againar G, Serratl, whose
fatal attitude in the Italian Secial-
izt party impeded =0 markedly the
development of a mass Communist
party for the sake of unity with a
coterle of shrewd opportonists.
Still, vnlike both Levl and Sereati,
she mever bhroke wlth the Interna-
‘tignal and after each crisls, with
"her position increasingly compeom-
tized, she wos to be found in  its
rvanks.

Im taking her position in the In-
atriective internal dispmtes of the
Comintern, Klara Zetkin did  not,
nlons ! alwnyvs distingulsh  between
the revelutionary Left wing and the
ndventurist or infantile ulten-Left,

The Legend of the ‘Red Nazi’

Of late there have been nomer-
ous reports of the arcests of op
posislonel Nask—Iin Frankiort a
M. sevornl hundrsd  muolinged and
are supposed to have sung  the
“International” in the conrse of the
LI ; in Banizen 72 MNazis had to be
transfereed and In Berlin.Charlot-
tenburg 20 men were interned in
fhir DarrackEs on General o
Htreod, cte, The latest roport speaks
of the arrest of the 4 high Naxi
oilbeers in Berlin and of their trans.
fer to a concentration cnmp

In the ranks of these who are
propiicsying the immedinie collapse
of Fascism in Germany, both in the
Comintern and its sections na well
ms in the socinl democracy, these
inclidenta of rebelllion among the
Mazis pare inlerprebed os symplomea
of impending disintegeatlon. After
all thelr hopes had fled, after the
lnbor organizations had been de-
gtroyold, the trade oanlons—even
those under the Christinn firm
shipld—"equallzed"”, the Stahlbelm,
the Natlonnl Fromt, the Center pro-
seribed—after all thiz, all borean.
crats who still cannot rexlize what
has happened or why, sct all thelr
hopes on a rebellion among the
mercenary troops of Fascism,
Confliet in 5. A. Hanks Expectad

Thit, after the selzure of power,
there would be and had to be con-
ficts between ITitler and the lower
layers of his following—{ihiz was
predicted long i advance and las
only to be expected. For certaln
groups the seizore of power by -
ler was very profitable, namely, to
all these who were placed in the
giate and administrative apparaiuns
and in other fonctions and posts,

Deaplite all anti.Jewish and anii-
Marxlst imcitcoent, despibe  dlas
charging and “eqguallzatlon™, there
are nevertheless strata in the Fasc-
Ist emmp whe cnnnot be satlsfled,
above all, tho=e lower rank B, A
(Storm Troop) men who in the
past number of months lived from
purely criminal theft and plunder
ot house raids and in the conrse of
making arersts. Bot pillaging can_
not b encried on indefinitely  and
even the anti-Jewlsh boyeott does
not suffice to satiate all the hungry
peazant song and petty bourgeols,

For a period of time they can be
used as auziliary police or anxilk-
ary border guards, ete., bub only
for o definite period of time and
only In a limited capacity. The
reat of the 8, A. men, on the other
hand are subjected to daily drill
amil to the drab life of the bar-
raocks court. But they do mot fadl
te see how thelr upper “parly com.
rades” feed on fat little posts, ride
throngh {he strecta glamorously in
clegant autos—and they want their
share of the booty.

Therein lies the elementary ex-
planation for the 8. A. mutinies
today : they are the wage strikes of
employved retalners and eould be
overcome for a peried of time, If
the mutinogs hordea were oOn0cE
agaln let loose on expropriation mc.
tivities against Jews and Marxists,
But even in this respect only the
leanest meat remalng, the fat has
ben chewed off long ago, for the
most part.

Mussolini Also Shot Adherents

At any rate the pheoomengn is
pot unkoown., Muosaolind alse had
his adherents shot upon after his
gelzure of power, had them arrest-

And even be

ed and put into jail d

fore the selzare of power by EHit-

ler, one 5. A. rebellion followed an.
other, so that the C. P. G, and the
5. P. G, for years never stopped
shouting about the “increasing dis-
integration of the Nazls"” And at
thut, these rebellions Wwere never
really more than sgandals aod
tiifs hetween “criminals™ and “loy-
alites” whoe come inte the 3, A in
bands gnd were often lured by Hit-
ler on salary bases, This accum-
lation of antisecial and  Ioampen-
proletnrian eloments was confront.
e with the 5. 8. {Schutz-Staifel,
defensive corpa) as the soclally and
politlenlly relinble, picked guard—
which did not sontelbute to ralsing
the mornle among the 3. A, (Storm
Troops, offensive corps). Toeday
the 5, 8B, k o sort of military pollee
and i3 rigorously utilized againse
Htorm Troops.,

KNatgrally the disillusionment of
the Nazls who rebel today ia much
gtronger than herctofors, when It
was still possible to find consola-
tion and cnvse for self-negation in
all sorts of promises. Hut In the
meantime the Hitler dictatorship
has become more and more en-
trenched.

All opposition partles and organl-
zntions have be¢n ligquidated and
the rebellions of the dissstisfied
MNazig simply have to evaporate
inte cropiy spoce for the time being.
r else—ernsh down In the face
of registance from  the satiated
gtrata In the Fascist camp, in whose
hamis the means of power are con.
centrated.

No Faith in 8. A. Mutinies

It would be an error, with dis.
astrous consequences to follow, to
put great hopes and expectations
today upon the 5, A. mutinies or
even bo gt in these elements teust-
worthy allies. The proletarlat s
faced today with a different ques.
tion, namély, that of a new gath-
erlng of forces and the formatlon
of new revelutionary cadres from
the various camps of the working
olnds,

Thiz process of clarification and
of regroupment muost in oo cass be
bampered by a revival of the old
Stallrist legend of the “revolution.
ary 8, A. man" and of the “broth-
erly hand™ (to the “Nazi proletar.
ian"}. Ewven today the C. P. G. 1a
[luh]lﬁ.hi.l.lg a litkhe sheet, “The Hev-
alotionary 5. A. Man", by the dis-
tribmtion of which the safety of ac.
tive Communist members s endan.
gercd in an irrésponsible manner,
while at the same time the Otto
Straser and “Black Front" people,
long, endorsed and nurtured by the
C. P. G, today once agalo repose
poder Hitler's and Goerlog's kindly
wing. And the well-known “Police
Lieutenant Glesecke”, who was
dragged around from mass meeting
to moss meeting and got a good in.
gight into the milltary apparatus
of jhe party—works toeday In the
emigration centers for. the construe
tlon of & Fasclst stool-pigeon and
provocateur apparatus,

Of conrse, the revolutlonary pro-
letariat and the existing cadres and
groups observe and pursue with at-
tentlon all the processes 1o the camp
of the bourgeolsle and of Fasclsm,
in order at At oocaslons to wotilize
these processes according to the
poskibilities, But the preregoisite
Tor this is the existence of revolo-
tionary Marxlst cadres, for the
:-Ifﬂrmlﬂ:m of which all forces must

he atraimed. ;
(From Unser Wort)

In her defonse of Levl agalnat Bela
Kun, Pepper aod Froelich, as In
her defense of Serratl against Bor-
diga, there was a notbecable dis-
tinction between her position and

the pesition, let ps say, of the Lenin
who o demonsteatively proclaimed
himself a member of the “Right
wing" at the Third Coogress of the
International. As became  even
mora apparent in latéer years, Zet-
kKin was unable to adjust herself to
the requirements of the revolutlon.
ary epoch. Her interventions against
ultra-Teftlsm were essentinlly act-
uated by a distioet leaniog to the
Itight,

This weakness she revealed rmost
iragleally throughout the whgle
period o tfhe October 1623 strog-
gle Ip Germany. Trotsky's argu-
ments that it was possible  angd
neeezsary to set a date for the in.
surrpectlon and to orient the strat-
ogy and tactics of the party too
wards t—that =, bis application
af the experiences galned in  the
Itussion Oetober to the German
situntion—ahe regarded ns 4 speciea
of Hlanguist heresy. The protests
of the milltant amnd Left wing sec.
tors of the party sgainst the dila-j
tory “and headlezs polley of  the
Brandler Central Committee alwavs
enconntered her ardent resistance,
Even after the catestrophe, ahe
came to the defense of Brandler,
Thalbeimer and Hadek, not in the
apirit of placing the responsibility
on  the International leadership,
where it belonged, but as an apol-
ogy for the calamitous course of
thee Right wing combined with a
bitter attack upon the Left.

Bhe wna linked with Brandler
from the earllest days of the Sparc-
takusbund, and the Left wing so-
vinlist movement before 16 And
those bonds were strengthened by
her vielent reaction against those
whom #inoviev, Stalin and . Buch-
arin helped to fmpose upon the
German party a8 it leadership in
Mace of the diseredited Right wing
Central Committes. The character-
less  ultra-Leftista of the type of
Ruth Fischer, A, Maslow, Katz,
Schwartz and the camarilla around
them, arowsed her cootempt  and
deepest mistrost.  If ahe reconciled
herself somewhat to the post.1023
lendership, 1t was not dee to  the
change of heart on her side. Rather
the contrary, After the removal of
ultra-Leftist leadership io 1925, the
party and the Intermational engag.
el upon that protracted course Lo-
wards opportunism in which Klara
Lotkin felt herself far more at ecase
than during the period of the dry
secturian ponderosity of Maslow's
literary effusions and the wind and
fury of Fischer's clamrons oratory,

Brundler and ‘Thalheimer, virtually
marioned in Moscow up  to that
tifme, commenced a bolder {actional
activity inside the party and for
n time it appeared that the pitiful
Thaelmann leadership was to  be
“solidified” by the rehabilitation in
the party of the Hight wing exiles,
The latter counted on Zetkin's sup.
port, nor was it withbeld, i

It was omnly when the dnwn  of
the “third perlod” sealed the fate
of the Right wing for a second, and
apparently last tlme, and the ex-
palzion of Brandler, Thalhelimer and
thelr supporters was consummated,
that all hope was abandoned. The
ultra_Teftist wrecking crew, consl-
derably Inferlor to the group of
Mazlow and Fischer, which was
glven the helm of party leadership,
prictically completed the ellmina-
tlon of Klara Zetkin from all actlve
participation In 1t. It canmot  be
said that it was an event entirely
dlstateful  to her, Bhe had after
all onee worked by the side of al
Hoan Luxemburg, a Franz M['hri:ng.q-
a Karl Liebknecht. Even in later|
Fears, her party had at lcast been|
undgr the leadership of 8 Paul Levi!
who, no matter how much his de.
fects impeded and foally put a
stop te his political growth, pever-
thelews had o head on his shoulders,
a8 Lenin sald. How could she now
subordinate herself voluntarily to
the dircetion of such shoddy, even
if internationally advertised, pro.
ducts (the artificlal campalgn must
have revolted her) as were pot at
the head of the party, of 0 Helnz
Neumanw, whom she never ocensed
to regard as an irresponsible ad-
venturer and g sinister fApure in the
party? Buot by this time the re.
glme in the International had reach.
&d 8 point where she conld ne long-
&r spedk her mind openly. The old
militant no longer appeared on the
tribune of the party or the Inter.
natlonal. Her bitter protests agalnst
the treatment of Brandler and his
friends, agninst the abnominations

{Continued on Page 4)
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Bevoril months ago, & few clrcleg
of the Young Peoples Soclalist
Leapgue of Chicago, ware expoelled.
The immodiste ssoe which caonsed
the expulsion, was the uolted front,
concretized at the time arowod the
naticoal Mooney Congress and the
question of the participation of the
Hocialiat party. ‘The change In line
of the Stalinists, driven by the
events In Germany, offered the pos-
gibilities for a genoine united front
and the creation of & mass move.
ment for the freedom of Tom
Mooney. But the despleable role
of the Soclalista and thele *Soclal.
istic” mgents in the labor move-
ment, prevented the enlargement of
this movement to 4 mass character.
The manner in which the movement
for Mooney's freedom was finally
organized, established the treacher.

ons role of the Socialists and en-
abled the Left wing and “progres-
glve” soclalists to wage a sl:rugglali
within their organization for par-;
tleipation in this movement., Be.!
causd of this, and thelr eventual’
breaking of party discipline by
entering the united front mnter.]
ences prior to and inﬂllldl]:l: the'
nationul congress, these circles by
the Y. P. 8. L. were expelled. (The
burenueracy of the 5. P. maintein'
that no expulsions ook place—only |
the charters were taken from these
clircles).

It would be wrong toe assume that
the leftward turn of the expelled
elements was a sudden  develop.'
ment. This partienlar group has
for zome time now, carrled on an
ngitation within the adult and youth
organization of a Left character.
They issued an intermal bmlletin,
The Class Struggle, In which a Left
wing and militant point of wiew;
wins expresssl and an effort made
te force o change in the reform-
ist line followed by the 8. P. lend. |
ership. The intent of the group
wig o asscmble nll Left inelueded
members In the 5. P., inte & =olid
faction in order thus to wage soch
a fight. The tendency was distinet.
ly a movement drifting towards
Communizsm. The Left Opposition:
of Chicago, tried, In a modest way,
to help the growth of this group
both ideclogleally and organization-
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ally. It poioted oot the peed of
an Immediate national organization,
and a campaign of edocation, beo
cauae expilsion was  Inevitable—
the buresucracy awaiting only an
appropriate  moment Lo earey
through such an expulsion. Ino the
writer's opinion thesse clementary
steps were not well 'taken, and bed
capse of this the moveément remalios
to o large degree  locnlized  ond
stifled.

Were these the only weaknesses
of the expelled yipsels, they could,
by Intense labor be overcome to o
large pxtent, Dut more important
than these, the indecizion and lack
of o correct political  outleok, or
ratheér, the falze politicnl outlook
and perspective of the leadership
of thia group (Larks and Smirkin),
13 regponsible for its  weakoesses
and confusion. What is the tactic
of the group? The tactle is, to
maintaio the expelled group to-
gether untll the conventions of the
B. I and ¥. P. 5. L. and woge the
siruggle in the conventions, And
what kind of struggle will this he?
Will & be for readmission to the
B, P amd the ¥. P. 8 1.7 Thia
can hardly be considered & step
forward hy n group that is develop-
ing distinetly towsards Communism.
The struggle must be waged in the
direction of winning greater num.
bera away from the reformist o
cinllst Party and towards Com.
munksm.  Obviously a diseussion of
organlzational tactles to be purswed
in thiz connection, cannot be taken
up in this artkele. Buot the brogd
gencral politieal guestions as ralzed
abovi can and must be pot suarely
ex that no confusion can exist, [t
Is in the above question that the
roenl essence of the whole future of
thiz movement lies.

What s the attitede of the ex.
pelled, comrades to the burniog
questions of dispute in the Com-
munlst movement? Do the mem.
bers and leaders of this group re.
coghize that the Communist move-

Onthe Expulsionof Wollenberg

Moscow, USSR.—In apite of all
the attemnpts on part of the Com-
intern burenpucracy Lo suppress 6
the discussion around the expul-
glons of comrades Wolf and Wollen-|
berg will not eease. It Iz nothing
new for defented, incapable leadoers
to turn with redonbled wrnkh
agninay their critics. In the Wolo
lenberg-Wolf case, thelr wreath is
il the more painfol slpce the moj-
ority of the German and Russian
midille layer functlonaries admit
the justification of the criticlsin
agnlnst the complete fallure of the
I Gl opnd the Comintern In per-
sonal conversations,

The reasong for the expulslon
are, In brief, the following: Both
comripdes voted agalnst the resolu.
tion of the E. ©. €. 1. on the situa-
tion in Germany. They declared
thrat oot only the C. P. G. but alzso
the Cominternm had eollapsed and
that the C. P. 3. and the Comintern
had to be rebuilt on 8 new basia.

The criticlsm of both comrades
did not refer only to the events of
the last few months but went even
farther back, For somrade Wolf,
the Russlan guestions also played
a blg role. He lHnked these up
with the behavior of the Comintern
bureancracy in his exposure of the
collapae.

Greal Indipnation over Expulsion

The expulsion of comrade Wal-
lenberg aronsed great ndigonation
among the critieally Inclined funec-
tlonarles in Germany and especlally
among former members of the Red
Front Fighters Leagne. It wiil
take on even greater amplitods
when the comrades fAnd out  the
reasons for the expulsion. (This
much we koow from letters coming
out of Germany and from comrades
who have recently arrlved from
there).

Comrade Wollenburg jolned the
party &s an active army oficer in
Munich in the beginning of 1919,
During "the existence of the SBoviet
Republic he was lecal commander
of thy Red Army of Bavaria, In
charge of the main feont at Dachan
in the econrse of the struggle for,
Munich. He Jdistingulshed himaelf
at that time as well as on later
occasions by his  extra.ordinary
prrsonal bravery, After his  cap-
ture, he had to spend several years
In jall and after his release he
became party editor In the Ruhe
digtrige and n Esst Prussia. In
1923 he was put in charge of the
military direction of one of the
blggest German districts and was
one of the faw comrades who want-
ed to strike oot in the fall of the
year, againat the will of the Cen-
tral Committee, After the defeat
of the party In 1923 he had to flee
to the Soviet Union, becanse secrat
servicemen had been shot down in
a police reid on the military dir-
ection,

Im the Soviet Unlom Waollenberg
entered the Red Army and  soon
received the rank of captain, He
took & prominent part in the erec.
tion of the Muoseum of the Hed
Army, among other things.

Conflict with Thaslmann

The repeated requests of Wollen-
berg to be retorned to Germany
were continpally denied up to 1932,
In the summer of 1932 he became
the editor of the Rote Fahne in
Berlln, At the same time he was
taken Into the leadership of the
League of Struggle against Fascism

and was put in apeclal charge of
training courses. In this activity,
be often come inte conflict  with
the Central Commitiee {because of
the slogan “people’s rovolution™ and
the natlonallsiic orientatlon of the
C. C.), Thaelmann attempted to
bribe bim with a mandate teo the
Reichatag. Wollenberg rejected the
offer. When Wollenberg was alug-
ged at a Noxl demonstration by 8,
A, men and bad to stay for several
weeks In o hespital, Thaelmoann
utilized the opportunity to remove
him from all  his posts,  Sioee
great résentment cnsuel Jrom this
measnre, Thaclmann Influenced the
B. C. C. L to eall Wollenberg hack
to Moscow by cable. When he ar-
rived there he wos Informed that
be would not be allowed to work
In the German party. e reccived
employ aa tramslator amd editor in
the publishing house for forclgn
workigs, There bhe was permitied
to tropslate  Stalin's  speeches—
which only enused an aggravation
of the nervous indigestion  from
which he was suffering.

Comrades Wollenberg and Wolf
bad requested the E, O, C. L to be
permitted to return to Germany, in
order to work on the construction
of & new Communist party. Heckert
and Co. raised o big howl against
this request—the reply given  to
them was churactoristic: expulsion
from the party.

A CORRECTION

In the article of L. D. Trotsky,
Historical Objoctiven®ss transiated
by Max PBastman and reprinted
In the last isswe of the Militant
from the magozine Contempo, o
typographical error wos responsible
for the following sentence, “But the
last thing that the author hod in
mind was to interpret in bhis book
the werdict of the historical pro-
cess,”  Obviously thiz 1s a mistake,
Trotaky could never make such a
stytement. In fact he wrote just
the contrary. The error originates
in the proofreader’s mixing up two
gentences of the original  article,
Which reads as follows, “But the
last thing the author had in miod
wis to console anybody, He
m tn!irﬂtﬁtw in his book the
T a historical process
itaelf.”

Undue liberties were by the way,
taken, in the translation of  Ethe
“Burenueratie stratom® (im the
Rusgian mss.) as “the burcaucratic
clasa.”™ We eall the attentlon of
the translator te the fact that In
Marxist literature a fundamental
distinction Is made between “class”
and “stratum” {or “layver" == the
bureancracy in the Soviet Unlon is
not & class, —J. G. W.

SUBSCRIBE ToO
“UUNSER WORT™
Workers and friends who read
German and are interested In got-
ting first hand aceounts of condl-
tions in Germany can do so by
subscribing to Unser Wort, the
llegal organ of the German Left
Opposition, published in Prague.
Address all subs to Unsér Wort,

o0 Wolfgang Salus,
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ARE YOU A SUBSCRIEEE
TO THE MILITANTY?

Whither the YP.S.L. Insurgents?

mont ks split In at lewst three de-
finite sections over questions that
are far tov important and funda-
mental toe  be  overlosked? Soch

guestivns  gx: Soclallsm  in ome
Country, Bureaucratic Centrism,
ihe role aod sigolicance of the

Hinlinkst leadership of the Commun-
b=t Interoativnal us the orgaoizer
of defeals, the question of the uni.
b=d front, the strategy amd thctles
of the inteenationnd revolution {ex-
pregsed pow o the events o Ger.
wany ), the role of the Ioterpatioo-
al Light wing, the Juterpational
Left  dOppositlon—ithese  guestloss
are dlevisive awd o deternining one’s
position in the revolutlonary wove-
oaiet, le must neweds take a posi.
tion on esch one of these, He must
I elarificd aod Kiow p‘l‘whi-l;:lj.' W’h,'_i'
L tukes one positlon or another.

At independent existence for any
group stending between Soclulism
am] Communizm s impossible, yn-
less it be cxtremely temporary and
as o toctle for struggle. Dub eéven
thew it copnot carried through un.
lizsg the entire organizution is aware
of thix wud goderstands what showdd
Ise lis poditical dicection, The his-
tury of all =imilur movements ls a
proof of this statement. Post.war
events bave established eonclusively
the incricacy and imabllity of pe-
formistn to play & progressive role,
It hus sunk in the mire of reactlon
with w record as'black a8 the pro.
verblal duarkoess, The fundament-
ul guestiong of revolotlon and the
dictatorsip of the proleturiat bave
been vindicated a thousand times
by Bleese very betrayals of lnterna.
tional social demperacy, and more
receutly by Stalinlzm, which rests
wpon @ fumbpmental  revislon  of
Murxism and Hves under the cloak

af tuptbonal  sociall=m. ‘Thug the
ipnest] s preseuts ilself: what s
the perspective of the  cxpelled

¥ipsels il how de they propose to
rvalize this?

W owould net be correet o say
that the questions of Stalinlsm and
the Left Upgeositien have not been
digcuszsl by this group.  They were
iscu=sed but oot a3 o result of a
syslvintic affort of serivus revolu-
flonuvies  attempiing o educata
themselves in order thereby to be
abile to declde where they belong.
These guestions, when they are dis-
ci=gel, as g pemult of a certaln
prissure of the members who desire
o kiwpw what is (o be done. 1o the
conrse of suwch Informal discussigns
A vertnin altilude is expressed by
tlie leader=hip which fs indicative
ufl 0 [alze tendeacy.

The lewlership puts the guestion
very Lluntly and crudely, After all,
Clisy say, the Stulinists have o big
party  amel theve is the possibility
uf doing a lot of “mass” work, The
Trotskyitles are toe smull!  This
urgument = oot wew, aud 6 is as
[nl=ge nx it is olil. [t ls Dol oom-
bwers that determines the strength
ur conrse of the revolutionary move-
ment.  Polidieal pulicy is the deter.
miluing Coctor. Wl Ereater lis§on
i# mesded than the defoat of the
Giermun working class oo the bands
uf Pascisin, Ope must admit that
inzofar oy numwbers are cobcerned,
buth the seciul democricy and the
Stalinisiz kad suificient wot ouly to
defeat Pasclsm, but alse to scothe
thi: dispositivis of those who relish
in arithmwetical guaotitivs and not
Muarxism.  Iu splte  of its numbers
the Gerwnn Commuoist Party not
ouly could net defeat Fasclsm but
did everyihing io its power through
its false politieal policles, to help
this vietory., The conscionaness or
necondcioiisiess of this ald s not
imperfant. Objectively its policles
ledd i this  direction. When the
Lot OQpposition demands an imven.
tory oun the situwacion in Germaoy,
it docs mot Feqguest this of the Stal-
inists wlene, but it is demanded of
eveTy revolutionary worker and
those who would be revelotionaries.

Colncident with the expulsion of
the Larks-Smirken group from  the
s I and Y. P. 8. L. becauss of
its struggle on the united front, Al-
bert Goldmun, and Loydin Bydal
wurg expelled from the party and
tive members of the Young Com-
munisg Leagus were expelled, for
their struggle on the united front
yuestion, Germany and related s
sues.  The struggle of the expelled
Yipeels agalnst bureaucraey fnds a
similar struggle against o similar
bureaweracy in the Communist
party. Are not these facts of de.
cisive importance: to 2 Y. P. 8. L.
gropp which is slowly wending its
way to Communizm? Most ocpcs
l;:|||lr|-j' they are.

We believe that this group must
recognlze the extremely temporary
charaeter of its independent exist.
vuce, Upon o recogoition of this
fact, It must begin at once, without
delay, to probe the problems con.-
frouting the rovolutionary move.
ment in gencral and the Communist
mevoment particularly. It must be
prepored to take a clear and dee
elslve position on these fundament.
al yuestions. The gquestlon of So.
clafism in One Country, the united
front, Seclal Faseism, the Communs
gt latcrnatlonal, are ag important
for it as for the member of the
Commupist Party and the Com.
munist sympathizer, The German
gituntion 13 a8 signlflcant for the
socinl democratie worker ng for the
Communist worker. The organiza.
tion of a systematic caompalgn of
education should e instituted at
eneg, . The group shouwld lnvite re-
mresentutives of all the osurrenta
In the revolutionary movement for
Jolnt discusslons, debates, ete, as
o step in the direction toward a
goluetion of these questions. Unless
this iz done, noless the group Imme_
flately  develops a concrete  per-
spective of Ita tasks and what §
I to do, disintegration 1s Inevitable,
and the splendid begloning  will

b lost, —G. M. ALBERT,



