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3. Officlal Explanation of
Buresucratic Terror

“gome comrades,” Stalin saild at
the January Pleoum of the C. G
“poderstoed the thesis on liquida-
tlon of classes, creation of a class
lesa society and withering away of
ghe state as justitication for lax-
ity(¥) and placidity (¥), justitica-
tion for the counter-revolutbonary
theory of the slow extingulabing of
the class struggle and weakeolnp
of state power.” Vaguoness of ex-
pression serves Stulin in this case,
a5 in a0 many otlers, to cover up
the logical gaps. A progrummatic
“thesis” on the Hguidstion of class-
@5 in the futurs oeed Dot mean as
yet, It is understosd, the exting-
uishing of (he cluss struggle o the
pregent, HBol it is pol a guestion
of a theorcticul fhesis but of an
officially procluimed fuet of the
liguidation of clugses.  Stulins
gophism cooszists in the et thot
he times the bles of the inevitable
gtrengthening of state power in the
transitional epoch between euplta-
ligm and socialism, an jdea which,
following Marx, Lenin advanced
for the explanation of the wecessity
of the proletacipn dictatorship s
general, to & defoite peried of
ihe dictatorship, after an allegedly
already accomplisbeed Liguidation of
all capitallsl classes,

To explain the necessity for the
further stremgtliening of 1he burewu-
eratic machine, Stalin ssid at the
game pléoum: “Uhe Kulaks are
routed a8 m class but not finished
I 1f we should wecept Lhis
formula, it woeuld seecm that to fo-
ksh the routed hulaks off, o more
concentratid dictatorsbip is veces-
sary inm the literal expression of
HStalin—"gu Hulsh off the remnanls
of the dyivg clusses,” The dolshed
expression is, in its way, given o
this paradox of bureaucratizsim oy
Molotov, who buas o goseral, a
fatal lnelination to develop the idea
of Htalin to completion. “ln spile
of the fact,” soid be al the Jangary
Plepum, “that the fvrces of the
rimnunls of the bourgeeis clisses
of vur country melt, their reslstance,
anger amd fury grew, Enowing oo
bountds,” The fovees melf, but the
fury grows! Molotov does not sus-
pect, it seoms, that the dictator-
ghip is npeesded ageivst force aod
not against fury: fury which is
oot armed by force ceases 1o be
dangerous.

Class Enemy Powerless—
Why the Repression?

“It ganpot be sald,” Stalin gdmits
on his patt, “thal (bhese [ormer
peopde counld chavge auything in
the present sbtuation of the Ussh
by thelr doemsgivg wod  thicviog
machivativus. They are wo weak
and impotent to resist the messures
of the soviet power,” It seems elear
that if all that s left from these
former classes are “former poople”;
if they are too weak “to do uny-
thing(!) to chonge the sltuation
In  the USsR"—that from  this
should bave followed ot the ex-
tingulshing of the class siruggle
and the easing of the regimoe.  No,
Btalin argues: ‘“the f[ormer people
can play us-somms tricks.” Buat reve-
lutionary  dictalership Is  peeded
not against lmpotent ielecks bt
against the dapger of capilulist
restoration. If, for the streggle
with pewerlul class enemies, It was
neceszary (o pul into vse the speel-
¢lad fAsts, agailnst “trleks” of Lor-
mer people the Httle finger will do.

But here Stalin iotroduces still
amother element. The dyiog rem-
nants of the routed classes “pppeal
to the backward stratn of the poga-
lation and mobillze them against
the Soviet power™ . . . Hut have
the backward strata grown in the
period of the first five year plan?
It would seem, wot. Dioes Ib mesn
that their attitude toward the state
changed for the worse?  That
would mean that the “‘maximom
strengtheniong  of  siate  power”
{more  coerrecily  represglong) s
necessary for the struggle againgt
the growing discomtent of the
magecs. Hlalin adds: “through the
mobllization of the backward strata
of the population, ‘fragments” of
counter-revelutionnry oppositlon ele-
ments from the ‘“Trotskyites and
Hight wingers may again stir and
come to life Such is the final
argument :  since  the fragments
(only fraguments!) may stir (so far
they only may) . . . the greabest
concentiation of the dictatorship is
DECESEATY.

Entangled hopelessly in  the
“fragments” of his own ldeas, Stalin
unexpectedly adds: “0Of course, we
bave no fear of that.” Then why
be frightened wind frighten others,
It “we have no fear of that.” And
why Introduce a regime of terror
against the party and the prole-
tariat §f 60 is only a matter of
impotent frogments  ipcapable of
“changing anything in the USSR

All this piling up of confusion,
leading Lo poure nonsense is o eon-
pequence of the inabdlity to tell
the truth, In rpeality, Stalin-Molo-
tow should have sald: due to the
Erowing discontent of the masses
amil an ever stronger gravitation of
the workers to the Left Opposition,
the intensification of reprossions is
necesgary for the defense of the
privileged positions of the bureau-
cracy. Then everything would casily |
fall into place. i
4. The Withering Away of Money

and the Withering Away
of the State

The knot of contradictions in
which the theory and peactice of
bureaucratic centrism got  itself
hopelessly  entangled will  berome
elear to us from a new side when
we draw an analogy between the

role of money and the role of the Jokovasky!

state in the transitional epoch.
Money, just as the stale, represents

& direct herltage of capiinlisme §t Which is sorely in need of It
must dlsappear but it cannot be
abolished by decree,

c#eeq the danger: to whom the Fope

he Sovi
(The Degeneration of
Theory and the Theory

of Degeneration)

away. Different funetions of money,
s those of the state, expire by
different deatha.  As a means of
private scoumulation, oasury, ox-
(eitatiom-—money  explres  parallel
with the lguldation of closses, As
a4 means of exchange, standard of
mensnrement of labor wvalue, regu-
latee of the socinl division of labaor,
money = gradually dissolved in the
Manped organization of gocial eco-
nomy, £ fpally bécomes  an
aocounling =lip, o check for A cer-
tain portion of =zocial goods for the
gratiicatlon of productive aoad per-
sonal wants,

The parallellsm of both processes
of withering away, that of money
and that of the state, is not ac-
cidental ; they have the same social
roots. The state remalns o stale
so lopg oz it has to regulate the
pilatlong  between VAFIOUs classes
amd stroats, ecach of which draws
up  its accounts, endcavoring to
show a profit, The Gnal replace-
ment of money as o standard of
valiwe by the statistienl registration
of live productive [orces, oquipment,
raw materials and pesds wlill be-
coame  pessible only at the stage
whan =ocinl wealth will frec all
the members of seclety from the
neceszity of compeling with efh
olher for the

gize of the dinner-

et Regime

dipctive energy which s now

used up within the limits of the

village and the walls of a private

dwelling.

Money Secialized Under Planned
Economy '

firat of all by the tremeodous quan-

lation at fixed prices.” 1 this phrase

| has gny meaning at all it can |.'IE|
(money) turnover of all that Pro-ingly that Soviet money has ceased |
higing money; it no looger sorves)

L wensare valoes and by that the
fixafion of prices: “stable prices
are fized by government power;
the Chernovetz is only an aecount-
ing tng of planned econcmy. Thi=

Tuking complete stock of all the

mist  advantageons  for
Money 0z the weans of economic
ugtouniing cvplved by capializm 5
not thrown aside boat  sooialized.
socinlist constrocion s unthinkable
withwoul the ineluzion, in the planmeed
aystom, of the porsenal interest of
the produecr and consomer.  And
ili= interest can actively manifest
icaell only when it has at is dis-
poil s trustful and flexible weda-
pon: w stable moneiary  sysrem,
Increase in  the productivity of
lubor and bBnprovement o the qual-
ity of goods, in particular, are ab-
solutely wnattainable without an
exact messuring instroment which
petietrates freely into all the pores

of eoonomy, that iz, without a
stithile monetary unil.
I capitalist  economy  which

réneled  itd  unstable  proporiioos
with the aid of wasteful lunciaa-
tions of the conjunciore, needs a
stable monetary system, the more
#0 i% such o svsbem necessary for
the preparation, make-up and rege-
Bation of planees] eceonsiy. 1t is
inautficient to  boild aew  cenbec-
prises; an economic S¥sLCI mUSL
familinrize itzelf it them.  ‘Lhis

il
‘iis stage is far off yet, The role

anly not completed but in o certain
seiee, e only aboat to be developed
to completion, The transitlon per-
foed, in itz entirety, means not the
curtailment of the tursover
good=, but, on the conteary, an ox-
tEeme expansion theveol, All
branches of Ccoconomy ATe  trans-

qualitatively and guantitatively.
Many products, which ander capi-
fulism are aceeasible only to the
few, must e produced in imoiens-
nrably greater gquantiiies. The lig-
uidation of the peasant economy,
with its internal consumpeion, the
closge] family economy méans the
tram=ition to the field of secial

of money in Soviet economy I8 Jint![

of |

means testing In practice, adapling
and  selecting.  The mass, natlon®
wice cheek-up of productivity can
miean medling else Lnt o rest by
menns of the rouble.  To erect a

‘plan of  eeenomy on oA slipping

valula is the same g8 (o make a
bl print of a machine with =
lowpse  omipass and @ beunt ruler.
Thiz is exactly what s taking
plaee,  The infation of the Cher-

furmed, are growing and must de-; venetz is one of the most pernicious
- |
termine their relation to each other

copzeqieness and alzo instruments
of the nreaucratic disergoopbzniion
of Boviet eoenomy.
The DMlicial Theory of Infiation
The official theory of flntion
simids at the same level as the

wfficial theory of the dictatovship
analyvzed above. “The stability of
I:-]uvh-el vieluta," sald Btalin at the
January  Flenum, “is  guaranfeed

(Continuoed from Page 1)

Eiun, Australin—these characterized
Amcrlean agricalture to & large
oxtent in the so-called “good™ years,
amd led to devastating inten=zlfica-
tion of the agrarinn crisis sines
the cyelical crisis began in 1920,
Perspoctives for Agriculture

There are at least two probable
perspectives: the mechanization and
concentration of ithe farm  into
larger unitz, amd the degradation
of the farmer inte o peasant, thruo
wimilnr average holdings (the av-
erage for the whole United States
towlny s 30 acres or 200 hectares
per farm), longer hours, harder
work, smaller reiurns, heavler in-
debtednesa.  Capitallam in industry
has prodoced both the FPord plant
aml the sweatshop; on the farm,
it ix tending toward boih  the
“Gigapt' and the small holdings.

The slgnificance of the recent re-
volts §s that to a limited extent
aml in eertain localities, the first
steps ta the ecollaboration of the
worker and the farmer ln open mil-
ftant struggle agninst the parisific
banker have been taken. “I'he fare-
mer hus hitherto put forward class
detnands such as inflation, which
have (ended to separate his class
interests from those of the worker.
Inflation relievos the borden of
deht of the agrarlan bourgcoisic,
but #ise ralsez the cost of living
for rhe worker and s0 reduces his
real wages.

The efficin]l party, while rejecting
inflation, has put forward o slogan,
“Higher prices for the farmer,
lower prices for the worker,”

—

The Meaning of the Farm Revolts

rwhlr—h in effect attempls (o win the

gupport of the farmers on (e 2ame
bnsis as inflatlon {(by ralsing prices
ef faurm prodocts and so redueing
the arden of delst). Under snch a
alogan. the farmer can gain, bul
Jﬂ“—.‘ worker will lose, unless g@enn-
ine steps toward workers' control
of production are tnken,

The joint action of workers and
farmers in resisting the foreclosure
of mrignges on farm poinls Lo an
immedinte tactical lipe of militant
elnss stropgle.  Jolnt strlke com-
mittees of workors and farmers,
juint commiftess for the regolation
of prices and production, can -
snme great importooes if they are
ortentoted clearly toward a pro-
grom of workers” ocpfrooel of pro-
duction. AL the same tlme, the
steady flow of revolutiooary ngi-
tation amd  propogamis  must  be
kept wp, to strip away the demo-
erulic and bourgesis (llusions of
the farmer, and show him that the
capitalist system has nothing bot
two hopeless alternptives to offer
him, the life of an exploited Eranctor
rhanfienr on a hose ranch, or that
of n doewn-tredden, - super-exploited
peaznt. Only in o workers” stale
developing toward aociallst socioty
can thers e hope for the farmer,
and his basic task s to help the
workers'  revelutionary  party  to
creabe this essentlal condition for
the taking over of power and the
congtruction of the workers' gov-
ernment  in the present Unilited
HBiates of Amerfen.

— B. J. FIELD

Nazis, Poles Plot War

On the Morgan ‘rll'm|:||.|i|r7,||"r
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has lald it open to decay from with-
in by the adventuristic reeling of
bureaweratic contrism.

The fortress of the world -revelo-
tion Iz in deanger. By the peridy
af won-aggresaion pacts, by the
trust it gives to the conflicts of
world  imperiallam,. Stalinlam s
only throwing dost into the eves of
the workers, It s only undermining
the workers' fatherland and the
cnuze of world revolution,

If workers' Rumssla i3 to live,
Bralinism must go, If the land of
the Hoviets 1z to light the way for
world N:'r‘l:]]l.llir.l-l:'l, the reactionary
theory of soclallsm in cue country
must b thrown overboard.

Rark to the line of Marz and
Laenin—hagwk 1n the Marxist per-
apective of the pormanent revolo-
tion ! Heturn the exiled Bolshevik-
Lenfwistz, Trolsky, Rnki!i‘ﬁk}l annck
their comeadas, to the post of
struggle which they held in the
victorious Ocfoler! Thot is the
command of the houor.
Every Communist worker who
FPower Peace Pacts and the Hitler-
Pilandski plota revenl it; who Is not
fooled by the capltalist non-aggres-
glon pacts and the peace talk, must
o his duty.

Demand the reinstatement of the
International Teft Oppoaition into
the Communist International! De-

it witherghct!

mand the return of Tretsky and
That s the way o
bring mnew wvigor, & new source of
strength to the proletarlan army,

Act while there is still time to

gatipn, show that they were gulte
ready to "reciprocate.”  And they
have! A mere glanee at the bank-
ing holiday proclaimed by Woodin
and the “diplomacy” of Norman
I, Dmvis, ambassador at large for
ithe 1. 8, I3 proof sullicient that
I F. doés pot scatter hls money
idly. Ewvery dollar given to a gov-
ernment official Lrings results!
The inquiry in Washington, de
spite the facts brought to lght, i
a circns of sneh dimensions ns would
mke the great showman, Barnom,
look like a miserable piker.
avewed purpose of the Investigatlon
iz to reform the banking laws so
that the “little fellow"™ will have
a4 chance, In this eonnection it is
intoresting to note that the banking
bill which is to do ithat has been
proposed aml drafted by the most
ardent propencent of Morgen in the
investigation, Sennior Carter Glass,
Virginin millionaire newspaper pab-
ligher.

Like the Pujoe investigation under
the “New Freedom" of Willson the
Pecora inquiry of the “New Deal™ 1g
a grakd siage bo divert the aiton-
tien of the dizcontented away from
gtruggle, give them confidence in
the “antl-big business™ attitude of
the administration, only in reality
to fasten the strangle hold of f-
nence capltal upon the millions of
TASEEE, — 3. O

“Sines Lentin Died™
Comrades who can turn in extra

coples of Since Lenin Died by Max | 128t word has' not yet been spoken,

Eastman, are asked to do so. They

- 8. G.

price.

will be refunded the original mtl

prodoctive forees of soclety, {he S0
clal state must koow how Lo appor-
tlon and use thes o &8 MABBET | ponim of seclalizm.”

soelety. | uig half-heartedness, Stalin does not

The |

idea i entirely parallel amd equoi-
vallewt to the idea of the “liguidn-
thimn of clivsses™ and “entry into the
Consistent in

diiee, however, to refect the theory
af w golid reserve completely,  No,
0 gold reserve Calee” dees not harm
Tt s importance s only a see-
afulnry ooe. AL amy  rate, it s
negaled  for exterpal teade, where
payment mmst be made ino specie,
16wt for the well-being of the In-
ferial codanemy, =table prices fixed
ly the seeretarial of the Central
Commitiee: of by its assignees arve
smifleient.

That the rvate of decline of the
pnrelm=inge power of bills of ex-
cliange adepends wot only on the
mpmleer of revolations of the print-
i press bot nlae on “the guant ity
of gomild” iz known to any stwdent
f coomomies,  This lnw iz applic-
able to capitalist as well as to
Muanned cconmny.,  The difference is
that in planned cconomy it i3 pos-
wible to hide Inflation, or at any
e s resnlts, for a much longer
perigml. The more terrible there-
fore will b the day of reckoning!
I sny case, money vegulated by

1.
tity of goods in the hands of the'
cutote, which are put inte ciren-’

(LContinued from page 1)
the united fromt unemployed move-
ment. Other issues exist, but unless
this gquestion is given & clear an-
swer, the movement of the onem-
ployed can easily disintegrate and
founder. Under the best of condd-
tlons, an unemployed movement is
the most difficnlt of all movements
to hold together heeanse of the nat-
ural loosseness of organization, state
of cmployment, ete, that conditions
its exlstence,

The first question Chal most be
apnswerel s the political guestion:
the matter of organic participation
af thi political partics and groaps
of the working class in the united
froot movement of the unemployed.

At the national conference of
nnemployed  moevement  gronps In
Chivnge and ot Ilocal confersmces
in New York, representatives of the
Lawvestong groip enme out for mon-
participation organizationally of the
peliticsl purties or groops in the
wnemployed movement.,  In eSSeRoe,
thedr poesition was that the inter-
valy of the vocmployed con best
e zerved if the oanfted front is
made up organizationally only of
the variows organigniions of the
unamployed : Unemployed Coonells,
Aggoeinlion of the Unemployed,
Workers Leagues, ofte, The political
parties and groops muost bhe Eept
ot and  alsa, even labor unlons
should be represented only frater-

milministrative  prices  fixed  for

sneh pricea amd  consequently  the
ability to regulafe plans, In this

the burennerney consists of freeing
its will from any control ) party,
Boviet, tride unlon, or money . .

A Purely Boreavcratic Economy

Mresent Sovicl coconemy i3 neither
a monetary pnor a planoed one, It
iz= nn almest paraly Luoeepweratic
reonomy.  Fxonggerated and dipro-
portlonnte huinstrializalion aoilers
tadneal the fonndations of agricol.
tnral economy. The peasaniry tried
to find =alvation iu ecollectivieriion,
Very early experience showed that
wocollectivisation of despnic is net
vl o soeinlist eolleetivization. The
further decline of agrieniiorn] oo
nomy #truek o hard Blow at fodas-
iry.  To suppord uanreliable and
iisproportivuate tempos, a further
inten=ification of pressire on the
profetavint became Impeeative, In-
dustry, freed from {he material
contral of ihe prodocer, took on
a saper-social, that is, boreanceatio
churtacter, In conzeqguence of which
it lowt fhe ability of satisfying
hiiman wanta even to {he degree
fo wiiel it had been aecomplisled
by the Jess aleveloped  eapifalist
industry.  Asvienltural ceonomy pe-
talinted on the impotent eities with
a war of exhaustlon,  Under the
vonsinnt burden of disproportions
between hasie prodoctive cforts and
ihe worsening conditionr of exis
tence, workers, kholhoz members
aral individual peasants lose inter-

est in their work and arve filled
with frriiafion agoainst the siaie.
From thiz, and frem this alone,

aml wot from the malicions will of
the “fragmentzs” flows the pocessity
for the introduction of coerclon intoe
all eells of ecopomic life (strength-
eneing of the power of shop mana-
Eers, laws against abzontees, death
penalty for apolintion of kholhos
property by its members, war meas.
gres in sowing eampalgns and har-
veat eollections, forcing of Individ-
nul peasants to lemd their horses
fo khiolhowes, the passport axsbem,
political departments in the kholloz
Village, ele., ote)

Parrallelisin between the fate of
money and the fute of the stoate
looms up before us in & new and
brillinnt light. Disproportions of
veonotmy  lend the buresucracy to
the road of ever growing paper-
money inflation. IMscontentment of
the masses with the material re-
sults  of cconombe disproportions,
pshes the bureaucracy on the road
of open coerclon. Economie plan-
wimg frees itsell from value control
a8 buresueratie fancy frees itself
from politieal control. The rejee-
tion of “objeclive causes,” that i,
of mateeial lmits for the accelora-
Lion of the tempos as well as the
rejection of the gold basis of Soviet
miney, represent “theoretical” rav-
ings of bureauncralle subjectivism.

Stalinlst System Exhausted

If the Boviet monetary eystem
withers away, it withers away not
in a soclalist sense but in & capita-
list one: in the form of Inflation.
Money ceases to be a working tool
of planned ceonomy ang beoomes a
tool of its disorgantzation. It ecan
be said that the dictatorship of the
proletariat withers away in the
form of bureaucratie inflation, (hat
iz in the extreme swelling of eo-
ercion, perzecations and  violemee,
The dictatorship of the proletariat
is not dizsolved In a classless so-
| ciety  but degoncerates  ints  the
vmuipolence of bureauersey over
sochety.
In the sphere of money Inflatlon
as in that of boreauwcratic arbit-
ratiness is sommed up all  the
nlseness of the polley of contrism
in the feld of Soviet COTIINIY 018
well ag in the field of the interna-
Henl proletarinn movement,
Stalinist syatem {8 exhausted to
the end and iz doomed, Its break-
up b= approaching with the same
inevitabllity with which the victory
of Fascism approached in Germany.
But Slalinism s not something
izolnded ; as o parasitic growth it
has wound itself around the trunk
of the Oclober revolution. The
struoggle for the salvatlon of the
dictatorship of the proletariat s
inseparable  fromd  the stroggle
against Etalinizm, This struggls
has reached the declsive stage. The
denonement iz approaching. But the

The Ogtober revolution will yet
know how to fend for itgelf,

gomls lozes the ability to ri-gu]nn:-l

fleld w= in others, “sociallam™  for |

Sdmmeenl of labor,

The|

nally in the united front.
But the mere posing of the issue

by the Lovedtone Right Wing s

jaufticient reason for taking ap the
{ matter  of relations of political
forces to the vunemployed, or for
that matler of any cther move-
It has o be sald
plainly that Taovestonite proposal,
how=oever infended, 18 an owiright
veacthonary ong, completely in line
witly the proposals and objectives
of the A, F. of L, and other fakers
in the lakor movement.

This s a pobitically functioning
age, 05 never before, Every grounp,
onne conld almoest say cacl Individ-
ual, whethaer stupilly or [ntelli-
geully, solves fis problem in terms
of cla=s and government—that is,
clnzs interest and clask power, The
politlcal guoestion  enters,  and
rightly 50, imte every step and
actlon of the workers.

The Reactionary Character
of the Lovestone Policy
Among the Jobless

TN T YT TYYyywY

gnd fs the aim of all capitalist
politicisns, and their llentenants in
ihe: ranks of labor—the Grocos,
Waolls, Lewises, ote—@o Keep the
working clazs out of politles, that
i, working clags politics and ae-
tics.  These fraunds aond decelvers
bave said to the workers: leok ooly
o yvour bread awd butter, the eoo-
pomic shde; aud the ot very Iap-
secing 1WW and syodiealist echo
the wdmonitions of the bourgecis
liberal amd werking class oppoertu-
nista to évade or kecp away [Tom
the decisive, the politieal guestion.
The Communist Position

Every movement of the workiog
cluss is bound lo hove mpressed
upen it a politieal ideolegy. That
vitlook is determined essentially by
ihe general comditions and outlook
prevailing within  seclety ; within
the labor movement itself, it is
largely determined by the political
foree that most intelligently and
conciously miakes iis class outlook
and program {elt upon ihe Workers.

Communists take it for granted

that every movement of the work-
ers must be peoetrabed and frac-
TEcins GrEnbEed therain :
unkong, coeoperatives, fraternal or-

Jlirect, speech and direction 1o the

1t has been dencies within the labor movement,

What Justification or reason can
ihere be for the formal exclusion
of the furces that really determine,
for good or bad, the foocetiooing
and ouleome, within limits of the
objective situatlon, of the united
Iront of the unemployed movément?
Whe iz being fooled, what 5 being
gained by the exclusion of the in-
felligenee, the politieal foree, the
class expression of any movement?
Nobody ; leénst of all, the unem-
ployed. Not manenvers, but plain,

wiemployed, on the immediate and
ultimate clazs solution of unem-
ployment ks the way to advance
ihe canse of the workers. Direct
participation  of the Communist
prriy, the Communist Leagne of
Amerlea (ODpposition), the socinlist
party, ete, 13 a test for all the ten-

|

Mew York—Om Samday, May 21,
a district meeting of the funetion-
aries of the LLIL took place at
(Irwing Maxa. The mocting  hod
Cheen eglled to dizenss the now torn
in LI.Ih policy. A turm in the
pediey of on organization l8 a vory
sorlona and  important  step  and
shauld arovse The intere and re-
aponge of at least the leading mem-
lirrs ol the organization. However
ant of {he 300 funetionaries {(branch
exectitive members, section Tep-
resentntives, efe.d of the district,
thoere were only about 75 te 100
prosent at fhis mecting aond ovYen
this samall wmumber dwindled to
about 40 after the recess,

This lack of responzse is merely
n refleciion of the condifion of the
LL.Tx, which ean best b described
ns stagnation. This fact is go glar-
ingly obvious that it has not es-
capad the atiention of even the top
Irm]-ﬁl‘ﬂ:lli]}. which is =0 busily en-
gaged Im faction fights for leader-
ship, constantly changing s form
of organization =0 as to elther
climinate ecortain  individenls, of
secure vanbage ponts for others.

And what better method could
ithere he to explain away this
lethurgy among  the membership
than by an orgy of self-eritleism?

The sell criticlsm was earried on
in the best Sialinist, thar is con-
fisionist, manpner, John  Ballam,
IMsteled Organizer, in hizs fArst re-
pert eriticized the membership for
ltg low political level, eriticized the
legidership  becanse it does not
Tunction eolleetively,. He admitited
that the LLJOY had pot legnl de-
fense fArsr amd mass pressore see-
ompd—an ontright admission of the
failure of the LLD. to accomplish
that for which it was crooved, “All
these shvteomings,” he sald, “must
he remedied and the I.T.D. must
becoim: o mass organizatlon and not
o Legal Ald Soclety and o collec-
tion agency,™

Why iz the political level of the
menibership been so low?  Isn't it
becamer it hos  been miseduented
along Stalinist lines? Why is there
no eolleetive leadership in the ILD?
Tsm't it becansae the barcaocratic
regime in the ILD nurieres clique
leadership in which appointments
and dismissala “from above" play
{a large part?¥
_| Comrode Ballam should pot the
Hame squarcly where it belongs—
it the line of the third peried see-
tariantsm—which the membership
has bheen carrying out only too
falthinlly.

The comrade from the Left Oppo-
sitlon gpenking in the dizcussion,
pointed out that Ballam had falled
completely to mention work within
the Right wing unlons: that it was
cdue to the abzence of a Left wing
within the reformist unions, which
coplid  exert pressufe, that  the
leaders of these unlons have bheen
able to  sabotnge the Mooney,
Bceottshore  and  other  struggles
which the Left wing iz carrying on.
We mnst break down the wall be-
tween ourselves and the Right wing
workers and show them that the
ILTY 18 ready to defend any worker
regardless of his politieal and trade
mnion affillation. Every worker in
the ILD izeues and work from with-
in both for individual membership
and for collective afMliation of hils
union to the ILD. It i only in
thiz manner that the ILD can win
back the confidence and prestige
which it once enjoyed and berome

— L. TROTSEY

I.L.D. District Workers Mfet

In (e dliscussion which followed
the  peport, mot a single peracn
totiched upon this imporiant gues-

tom. They either did not under-
stnnid it, or Jdld not consider 4t
Important enough, or maybe it was
a lack of falth. The ball was Lossed
back amd forth from the section to
the district and back. The section
urgnanfzers blamed the distriet for
lack of gwidance and the district
representatives in turn “proved"”
thiz false and “showed"™ that it was
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the incompetence and oegligence of
the scction itself. The rank and'
file was too bewildered to even take'
the: Moor. Tw such manner wns this
vital guestion confronting the ILD
disenssed,

In hiz summation, Baliam ad-
mitted thut he had not dealt with
the quastion of the Right wing
witions, but that was pot because
he did not think it important—he
did not state just why bhe had ombt-
ted it—he was all for activity with-
in the Hight wing unions.

But that is nof coough. It Is
necessary that a thorongh discus-
sion in all branches tnke place and
that the membership fully under-
glangd and realize the serlous mis-
takes of the past, who is responsible
for them and what must be dene
now. It is only on this basis—and
net on orders of turns from above
—that the LLI» con actually make
o new start slong a correct path.

F.

—

Morcover, this can aod must be
dove while muintunining the disci-
e of metion of the uunibed front.

A united fromt movement s or-
gaulzed to achieve certain imoee-
digte objectives.  In the case of
Mouvney aud Billings to achleve the
frovdom of Moouey aud Billings; in
the eaze of the Heottsbors defen-
dauts, tu freo the Sceolt=bsre boys;
and likewize, with the objects of
vl nnbied front movement that is
LouklL.

Shall the political parties, for in-
stonee, b excluded from direet
purticipation in the Mooney United
Front movement? The revolutlonary
wonll  omay, e, The capitelist
politiginns =ay,  yes, for  many
vossons,  And Lhen (hese latter, at
i ploper  pesment, Lol oways aod
wmeing for o Jimooy Walker te step
In and vepreseut himsell as Moo-
ey s il lubor's saviore.

Stalinist Errors

And cortminly in the case of the
mennpoyed, of far greater signif-
eince than the Moouey isspe, the
possibilities  for  educating and
whnning  the workerg o & clasa
viewpoint are st band, Nothing
is to Dee galued in soch instances
Ly “hiding the [oee” of (he move-
ment,  The oiticial Communist party
(Hhlinists) bas goene io for thot
also o grenl deal lately, and in cach
the Stalinkzsts have becn

wiig, Their  ocualstanding  ecror

ganizations, ele. Wihy exempt the 4nd crime 38 their formal clace-
organizations of the unemployedy |ment from the leadership of the

atruggle aguinst  imperialist  war
muil for the dofense of the Soviet
Union.  What needs o be remen-
bered is: the politicol party joina
the pnemployed United Front. The
Uneamployed Commcil or group doees
nek join e party.

Tl Unemployed movements will
amsort theapselves politleally.  Wit-
ness Henltles nngd olher places. The
pavint is, shall (e opporiunists and
fakirs take over the political gnd
elass direction of the apemployed?
I'lis muslt not be.

The wpext logical step of thoss
Wha would exelude the politieanl
partics Fromm adicect organizational
part  in fhe onemploved  unlted
frant is to exclude the trade and
labor unlon=z. And the Lovestons
gronp priopEses exactly this!

Yot the faicess of the labor un-
ions to rally behind n united front
of the nuemploved 1s a basie canse
of the movement’s weakness foday.
The untonz  avd  the aspemploygd
mnst b lnked organbzationally for
the objectives of the united front.
Morcover, such n coreect relation
within the united front should be
an exccllent means for organizing
the unerganized wnemploved, which
mesim= The overwhelming bolk, into
ithe vunions.  An vwnemployed work-
oF i2 no less a worker becanse ha
s nnemployed, aml theee s not less,
Tl wiore need to organize him into
a lalr pnion in his interest as
well ns in ihe interest of the -
nloxed  worker {o preserve  amnd
better waorking conditions,

Lastly, from nn fuondnmental view,
why do ihe Communists bring all
passible support on behall of the
nnempored ¥ ecanse we muost de-
vitlogy, In whatever way s permitted,
thetr politieal. their elass consolons-
piesg.  Oheraiae, the actiong and
wims of the nnemployed will prove
vitleless i a0 Iasting semse.  The
cliss guestion mnst be roised, even
ag i the trade unlong, or the really
worth-while amd positive side of
the wnemployed movement will be
ilismipated and disappear, and hard
work will have gone fo naaght.

We have to develop clasa eon-
seions and  vevolutionary  workers
in the nnemployed movement, while
at the same time working militantly
to melieve the immedinte demands
af the uwnited front, ANl elemenis
can iry their hand at the task. Bat
the Commoniz! is the historieal in-
strnment for that task, functioning
through his party or sroup,. This
s the Htrlm'lrr:'rlnt. af the Left {'_:lnm.
it Lo,

— MARTIN ARERN
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