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Trotsky to the Austrian S.D. Opposition

zocinl  d=mo-

Beveral  Austelan
crats, in opposition to the? teudm‘-l

ship, have done me the hopor ﬂ!l
asking me for political advice or
unswiers to several concrete  ques.
tions, Needless to say, | am wholly
remdy to answer the gquestlons pat
to e, within the Hmits prescribed
by my absence from the scene ol
immedinte stroggle,

1. The idea i apparently swide-
gproad  among the Austrinn  Left
social democrats that all iz irre-
trlevealdy lost  aleewly. Such o
pessimi=tic manner of judging &
priori 1z theoretically Talde and poe
ligieally  impermizsible. Deonbtless
thie mnst favernble moment  for
struggle has been allowed to slip
boe.  Dtut the stroggle can alsoe be
carrled on in less favorable condi-
tions amd victory obtained, never-
thelesa,  The pessimists invoke the
unfaverable stite of mind of the
massed.  Donbtless, everything that
could have been done from above
hns e done to discoursge aml
demornlize the workers.  But tho
spirit of the masses la a varinble
masmitnde, 17 a fighting aod en-
conrnging  Left faction raises ks
volee In time, the state of mind
of the masses ean change.  ‘The
conillet between the Nazis and the
government ean b 4 favorable sit-
ualion for the Intervention of the
workers, A revolutionary  shonld
not give up o peattion for lost so
leng as it i3 uwot in the handas of
the cnemy.

2, The =ocinl democratic leader-
sleip true to lts traditions, has com-
pletely  capitulated before Dolluss,
that Iz, before Foscism., Only the
gocinl  democeatic  oppsition  can
call forith n sharp turm in the stabe

A Reply to Some Concrete
Questions

pline, the statutes and the unity of
thr pairiy.

i, The oppozition peses for [iself
the task of “saving the parcky”
What ware we to understand by
that:  the tradition of Aunstro-
Marxism, its political course, its
Bidrenuweratle; apparatos? Hut o owe
must, on the conirefy, put an end
to all of this as rapldly-and ns
thoroughly as possible. It 1z 1m-
possible to aave the social demo-
cratic masses from disintegeation
and  palitieal corraption  withoot
the proclamation of an uncompro-
mising struggle agalnst Bauver and
L. This siriggle must lnevitably
lemad to st The task is just liow
te consumgile this split with the
greatest advantnge for the prole-
tarian  revolotlon.

i, Idods  that mean that the
Amslving sovin]l democreatle opposl-
tiony  =hiall Immeliately  leave the
pardy i create a1 new one?  No,
that i3 not my epinien, Toeday, when
the Opposition has not yet presen-
ted  drself  before  the  working
masses, such a split wounld only
facilitote the tesk of Baver and
Co. Here alzo the first step should
be: to spesh out what is.

7. From this poinf of view, the
draft declaration of the soclal de-
maeEdtic oppogition, which has been
gent do me, i5 altogether Inadeguate,
This document erithclses the party
leadership instead of notifying it
of uan  uncompromising struggle
agninst it, before the party mn=ses.
The word betrayal must be spoken

of mind of the tolling masses. Hut
for that it mms=t fArst of 2l rise
to the helght of ts historie task.
Is that possible? IE I8 useless to
M latee, Aetion decides in Lhis

CHHE,
A Ome of the correspondents
wWrites me: Yoo 'will no doabt

demund that we joln your organd-
sition.”  No, today the goestion is
not posed so ahsivacily. The or-
gunlention of the Left Opposltion
{ Molshevik-Teninists) atamds on the
groumid of a definite internantional
progenm which has stoodd the fest
of the great historiceal events in g
serbes of countriecs (USSR, China,
Great Hritaln, Spain,  Gormany,
e} We will natarally be very
happy §if the further development
of events brings the secial demoera-
tie oppesition closer to ns. On our
silde, wo are ready to do everyihing
feee Towilitnte and  to hasten  this
vapprochement throngh the means
of eommrmlely  discussion, reclprocal
eriticlam. But that Jdemands o
relatively long perspective. In the
appreciation of the next, immedinte
tuska of the Ausician socigl demo-
crabie eppesition we must above all
analyze the present  situation in
Aunsirin and in the Austrinn socinl
ilemacrney,

4, The eocial democratie oppo-
sltion ean bring about a change in
the stule of mind of the workers
on the condition that It Immedintely
show+4 that 1f i not inclined to
cantine (fself to lterary eriticism
and if it is not geiting ready to
capitulnte befors the party leadec-
ship, which capitulates before Fose-
ism.  In other words, they must
break nway feom the opposition
traditions of Max Adler, whose im-

ket “Left™  eriticism only
strengthens  and  sapports  Otto
Bauer and Co. An opposition s

necded for the revolutionary strug-

gle nud which will not be likely
te hesitate in carrging out this

tusk, out of respect for the !Hm:!l-l

ont, It might be =aid that this
wonl has been much albnsed. In
the  wew  sliuation the Austrian

workers will ecxamine this word in
a new  Hght, purticularly when it
cotaca from the Left soelnl -lému-i
crats. If must be stated that Bauer,

Pranueberg, Seltz and Co.. {all of
them must be called by theic
names) have betrayed the Ausirian
proletariat jost s Wels and Co.
betrayed the German proletariafl.
OUnly such & candid and categoric
decliralion will make the indepen-
dent iutervention of the opposition
cleay to the workers and at the
sime fime Inspice coufldence and
serivnsness In its intentions,

5 The fundamental political
formulations of the decomont are
wiclear, have a tendency toward
compremise and risk the danger of
proveking  confuston among the
wirHers.

wi The declaration demands
that the bourgeoiz republic be re-
pluced by a workers demotracy.
What is “workers democTacy 3™ A
Hght can be condocted elther for
Ll rewstablishment of (he bourgeois
democracy or for the proletarian
ictatorship. The slogan “workers
democtacy”  Is an  impermissible
enigma In revolutionary politics.

by The deglaraton — nowhbene
speiiis of what the political slogan
{demoerucy or dictatership) shall
b which uwnder present clreum-
stopees can only be realized by the
armied strength of the workers,

©] The declumtion does not
| pesdr the slogan of workers” and
soldiers’  eouneils; however, the

sabotage _of the official apparatuos
ef the social democracy and the
trade wnions will only erush the
workers coupcils; the slogan of
workers' conncils opens ufp the road
by the army for the workers

The situation can rapidly change.
Muany things said above can quickly
alter. Hut one thing can be said
with certainty: all half-measures,
every word left unsaid onm the part
of the socinl democratic opposition
will infallibly profit the party
leadership and in the last analyais,
Fuzciam also.

— L. TROTEBEY
Prinkips, March 3, 1933,
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Organize Australian Opposition

{Continued from page 1)

nltract.  XNo attempd is made by
the lcadership to give a conerete
lend amd goidenee to the party
membcrs  in their dally stroggles.
They are unkunown to the workers.
They never give & lead In demon-
strationg.  They have no mass
leaders in their ranks, They =it
above minl wait for a sportaneons
move from the masses, They avold
the sfruggle morally and physieally.
Organize the Opposition

Ho serfous has the position bhe-
come that we have commenced to
delinitely organize the opposition to
thoe party leadership. Many of us
are oulside the party, bhaving been
cxpelled for our criticiams, others
are siill on the Inzide but cannot
move withont sharing the same fate
a8 uwk, We bave formed o provi-
sional sccretariat and are complet-
b the details for & conference of
all opposltion factions. If at that
conferenee we agree politically, we
shall endeavor te coordinate our
activities fvom a common eenter.

MNow, bowever, another factor
crisvps ime The O, 1, has ondorsed
the expulsion of several of the
oppesition groups despite the fact
thit detailed statements from these
gronps have been forwarded to the
C. I. This has made us decldedly
stispiclous.  We have also just ro-
ceived n few coples of yonr paper
The Militant (something that we

our own oxperiences of the line of
the C, I. as perpeteated o this
coumtry, we have arvived at the
conclusion that our atinek against
opportunizm may hive to be cxten-
bl fyrther than the leadership -of
the party in this country,

However, untll we are In posses-
sion of suficiont data, we canoot
come out openly In oan attack on
ithe line of the €. 1. To do =50

that the teadership here has so
kindly luid for us. We requice
factz! We connot afford to loze
even the first ronmd of the conflict.

Can yon send uws 4 clear analysis
of the international sitvation from
vour angle so that we can clarlfy
our position herc? We have good
Fenpport and arve eonfident of sde-
cesa If we only approach the work-
cra with f correct political Mne and
the will te give It concrele expres-
SL0.

I nm sending this addressed o
a member of your editorlal board
ng I om not oogueinted with the
nctivities of the authorities in your
country regarding revolutlonary
correspondence, apd o legter ad-
dressed to an Individual iz not so
obvioms to the red eyes of the Law
as one addressed to go organlzation,

HMoping Lo hear {fom you at yoar
ecarllest conventence,

Revolutionary greetings,

F

il not know oxisted) and on com-
paring yonr statements therein with

Prov. Hec.

wionild be only to fall into the Lrap”

R
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Well
sullr
aeriptlon list wp considerably.
a conple of hundred
than it was, And the paper iz a
bit more widely read geographi-

D

it"s over! What's the pe-
We have pushed the sub-

Y

hove made thelr mark on these
serolls.  Outstanding Is the work of
comreande Caplan of Kansas OQity
wiwy romped into first place, An-
other “new-comer” 15 comrnde Kotz
of Newark whoe tled wilth comrade
Capelis  of New York for thircd
place,  Comwrade Duaooe of Minoes-
podis hit second place,

Iere i= the final standing

A, Caplan ..., .. oo... .24
V. Ienne .oovicannaqa 1B
G. Rotz ..... P |
H. Capelis cconviieians. T
K. Czapko, Bethlehem,. 6
J. Ituby, Chlcagoe ...... a
Iy, Marcus, N, ¥........ 4
J. Hamblton Obleapgo .. 3
H. Cwehler, Chicago .... 3

W. Honlkow, Boston .., 3

We do not lst here the comrades
wiry dig up less than three subs.
[t would requlre o whole colimn.

Although the drive is over we are
going to continue lsting the sobs
g fthey come ime And we'll be
=oine Mot drives, In the meantime
curry o, Sub getting s o day
te difs task of all our comrades.

e phase of the drive coald
have been a little hetier. There
weren't emough year sabs,  Now,
of cour=e, all =ubs are welecome i
respective of their doration. Dot
vear subs are the best. They do
nob eost as moech to cleeularize as
a half year sobr which hns to be

bring in more money at one time
which Is o great help.

To push this phase of the work
along we are offering a fres copy
of The Only Road by comrads
Trotsky to  ev anil
triend who sends in a year sub to
the Militant. ’

ARE YOU A SUBSCRIBER
T THE MILITANT?

Are you a4 subscriber to  the
Militant, Or do you get your copy
froom n fricml or fellow worker?

Az far as we con determine with
any degree of accuracy, 1t appeara
that, at least in New York, thers
are Tour readers of the Militant for
every copy. Why should that be
¥ Ompe remson is the ferror in
thi party which the Stalinist
bureancrats have institulted against
all who manifest any sympathy
with the hilens of the Left Opposi-
tion.  Bul that is breaking down.

Ancther reason ls the gnemploy-

ment shiwation. Many workers ean-
net  pford Lo subscribe,
But there are & gosd nomber of
ether workerz who are indifferent
te the question of a subscription
almply becanse ne one has ever
approneicd them about it, Lot us
mnke the attempt here. The Mili-
tant appears every week—ffty-two
timeg n year. Bought from the
newsslands this amounts to F2.6.
A year's sobh s $2. That i a
saving, In addition the paper is
delivered to your door,

Tuke the question from the angle
of a half year sub. Twewty-zix
f=zwes o8t 2130 on the nowsstands,
A half year sub ia only $1. But
there Ix a way of getting o half
vear sub for only fifty cents, Here's
how, Use the club plan! Get three
wiler workera to subseribe with you
at the same {ime, Shoot In the
fone mames with only twoe dollars
nind all four will be entered for
balf year subs.

1t'a
subs  larger

eally. A wnmber of oew sub getters

cireularized twice a year, And thw;

Stalin Dip|ot;|
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preventiog wars™ (sée the Charter
for 1Mcoples’ Kights sobmitted by
Litvinofl at Gepneva last Febroaty)
had of necessity to become things
which eould replace the world
revilint lon,

The leading Soviet statesmen and
diplomets became disinterested in
the paolicies of the revolutionary
partivs, In this whole last perlod,
P 19638 to 10834, a peried alive
with struggles of the greatest pro-
portions, not a single congress of
the Comintern bhas been called. In
thia saume perisd neither Stalin nor
any other leading Soviet statcsman
has ar moch as utiered a single
word on the German problems.
Mo, on the basis of the workers
atute, they bhave conducted a bour-
geois foreign policy. “The Soviet
Unlen  is  everything, the world
revolution is oething” that is the
nnexprissed principle of SHtalinist
peoley,

In renlity, the Soviet Union, with-
out 4 congretely pursued aim  of
world revolution, s nothiog, smd
doomed] to declioe, The world bour-
gooisic  hax  reallzed  this much
better  than  the sarrow-minded
Htalinist boreancracy. That iz why
it staked everything on (he attempt
ta take the Comintern out of the
hands of the Soviet Union, even if
it bad to pay with small conces-
giows for this achlevement.

The Stalin diplomats, led by op-
portunist poliey apd practice, have
“aelzell upon these small advantages
(ereddils, favorable trade agree-
ments ) and for their snke have neg
lected the polley of the sevoluotlon-
ary parly, as was the case in
ermany, even went so far as bo
give il up altogether. It cannot
"B forgotien that Litviooff declured
demenstratively  In Geneva  last
February—ashortly  after the ap-

acy & Marxian

Reactionary !Policy and
Practical Dangers

T TYTYT
to live in peace and Cricodsip with
every governmend, even an openly
connler-revolutlonary government,

And wow, after the parly has been
destroyed, Stalin hands out glgantic
prders o Fasest Germany, which
in eratitude “stralghtens out” the
Derop {the reference 5 to the raids
i the Soviet O] 'Irost Lil’.“p"."?al.'?ll'
tabive In  Germany, which took
place on the pretext of weeding out
tlee: Comepuni=ts loslde theme=IEal. )
for him, And Soviet diplomacy re-
news Lhe friendship treaty conclud-
el with Hathenauw.

Iitler Germany has been isolated
for a while insofar asz itz foreign
parliey  is  eoncerned.  The  gieear
powers do, to be sure, wanl to
mlilize MELler for the general af-
tack agaiust the Sovict Union, bt
theey=-only assign to him @ mgelest
role in this. The present hostili-
ties seryve morely Lo show the lowml-
mcaithel  Faselsts  back  too floeir
proper places, In rexlity, the 13lg
Powerd  pact 1 being  formed
agalnst the Hoviet Union, sionce in-
ternutionn]l capitallam sees i the
cloonization of Russin fhe way out
townrd & wew conjoncture.  Foeed
with this teemendous danger, the
Hiwlinist domoersey mevely sticks
ita ke Into Ehe samd.  The diplo-
matts of the Soviet Union have Lost
comfldence in the forces of the worlad
proletariat. But they do have fodth
i the contradictions amomng e
imperlalist powers themselves, they
sevk friemlzship with Hitler, At the
conclusion of the eclin  freaty,
Isvestia wrote on May G, 1933

“Publie opinion  in the Saviet
Union Iias never set forih any plans
divecied agalnst the present politd-
cial enrrent in Gefmany.”

pelntment of Hitler as Chapeellor
—that the Boviet Unlon iz prepared

Ihaek  mvesins the SBialingsts havyve
never eonsidersd how the German

= —

Litv

inoff and -

H

erriot

The Now York Tines of AMay 23
reparts the follewing telegram of
vongralilationg  [rem  Litvinowy Lo
Herriot “for his chomplonship  of
the  Franco-Soviet non-nggresslon |
pact which the Frenclh paclisment
ratified Inst week':

“We are not forgetting that this
deenment, whose wvalue in bringing
our peoples closer together amd in
furthering the true consolliation of
general peace will confinue to grow,
bears  your nmme. Thas you  re-
munin, in your indefatigable struggle
for peace the faithful artissn of
thiz work which begun ten years
lli;u."'

Four days earlicr the Times re-
ported the dizeu-=sions on the pact
it the French Chamber of Depo-
tles:

“Many deputics, inelpling Jae-
ques Doriod, the Communisi leader,
aww In the Chamber's getion (Fati-
ficntion of the pact) a demonstras
tion rather for IHitlerism in Ger-
many than for rapprechement with
Hussin, M. Doriot, himself attemp-
tedl churing the debate to diminish
the lmporiance of the gestare by
saying that It indicated only that
Frunee was fearing collopse of the
Versallles Treaty and secking to
strengthen her position H oot by
new alliawees, at least by olMaining
promises of oentrality from all the
mutlons possible”

In the eongratulations of Litvin-
ov and the “attack™ of Dorict we
Bove the two faces of the pontra-

diction into  which the Stnlinist

strnlegy  of opperlunist  manenver-
b with the world bourcgesizle has
plumged the €. I

If tha number on
¥Our wmpperriu: . 1 ? 6

s,

iif
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Fundamentals

preliclarind  eould  be =aved from
Froser=m ! This conlid nee aave Hen
mathl dnoa e eynical, more brutal
[inskigasin, It =lwws not uul.}' the
moril  eotiscienceless, but also the
pulitieal moerosvmindedness of Stal-
Iism.  Therewith the  baokrapt
dissipueters of the world revolutlon
confews that they hawve never de-
vielopsil amy sevions plans of saving
the =oviel Union from destractliont
Iitler  will  begome e Super-
Wringgal, The coleuinl fial eorrlilor
prabline: can o 2olved only on the
presteate ook of the Soviet Union,
Vhe whole world kuows this tedoy,
only the Stalinlsts cemoin lind and
Beliove—like The socinl democrats
did In the Welmar constitnfion—Iin
the tevability of the nou-aggression
e,
Stulin DMplomacy in the Far East
Al ghat I reactionnry in the
Elicory and  preactloe of “soclalism
i ot conniey” al=0 romes (o Che
fore in the behavior of Soviet di-
aligmoey i e Far Eastern con-
flict.  Ioseeil of o bntabeing s
slgtw<bwninnl loyaliy be the Chinese
prisletarlat ol fnstead of theraby
ereaiding for ilsell o powerful ally
awgalfusr npeviali=t Iapan, Stalinlst
liplomuney s to make the greatest
cobce-=ions fo the forturer of
Clina, to impevialist Japan, for the
=iy ol Qs “fowdmmental  peaca
prolles™-—an IF Llaw exisleness of the
Hoviet Union bad done away with
the lutermationnl class struggle.

Yes, the “wevolutionary  diplo-
=" were of late even prepared
o teroenize e vosspl state of
Manelhkno gl to =l it the Chi-
ieeze Fuasticen. {The vassals  of
dapam lmnewel this proposition and
cobl=eansl the raileond, 50 as o
Ie Lefter able to selae Viadivostok
wid IrKutsk fromn the Soviet Unilon
in the wear fmgured  The Soviet
Union depfed  the seporr offbclally,
bt the con=ervative “Temps has
v in o position to prove that
the repuirt of the propo=itlon rested
on fucis. The French Ambassador
haed It confivmesd by the Japanese
Forelan  Minlster?!  Thus, the In-
terwnfionnl!  bourgeslzte s betler
inforneed  abwont the polley of the
Soviel Unlon thoan the  working
whaem m  ecriain Michael
Haollny bells in the Basle Rundschan
(Stalin orgamn) ;

“The Hoviet [Unkon will not dell-
ver lia locomotives and  rallroad
trains to the Manchurian lackevs
Japainese  imperialism, it will
lw to defend the propecty

your subseription has expired,
If you wamnt to get the Mili-
fant prompily every week
rénew  your subseription at
once: §2 per year for fifty
two weekly issues; 51 a half
year for (wenly six weekly
issnes.

THE MILITANT
126 East 16th St N Y. L

THE MILITANT

Entered as o sccond class  mall
matter MNovember 285, 1028, at the
Poat (ffica at “New York, N, Y.
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of the workers and peazants, of the
liberated Boviet peoples. Should the
Japunese fmpeerialiaes, whose hands
ulrendy dreip with the blood of the
Chineso people, 1Tt them arrogantly
agninzt the Soviet Undon, the Hed

Army will give thiem their just de-
=ert=t

Hirong in words, but weak In
aleedsz, this s bow Sialinism looks
ot the internationsl arema.  The
tlhiseiry of socialism in one countty
whicl =truck the Stalinist blind as
to the elose interconnection of in-
ternatlonal closs struggle with the
Forcigie pelicy of the Soviet Unlon,
ind whirh iz nos leading on to the
coad of apen treachery ngainst the

German am] the Chinese proleta-
rint, becomes oo nente gnd immaedi-
abe damnger to the exlstence of the

Publishad weekly by the Communist | Hoviet Union itself,

League of America [(pposithon)
at 126 East 16th St, N. Y. C.
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This theory must be irrevoeably
cotdemned, the forees of the Octo-
bier rovolution must be gathered,
the Marzist oppesition (Bolshevik-
Loeninists)  resdmitted  into  the
. 1 #2001 DBack te o Marxist,
inntereini bonn list 1u:|1.|-:|:' which alone
e osave the Soviet Undon  from
destruetion !

— H. E.

(Continued from last lssue)
The New Tuorn

The formula and practice of the
united front from below alse be-
came untenable by the logle of
events, and—what irony of “fate”
purziing  Stalinlam—an important
part of ithis wns the fact that
the initiative o offer an organiza-
tlonal ynited front had been left
to the Second International.  Hut
in giving up the “united front from
below™ the Stalinist leaders made
o voelle face amd decided that in
approaching  the sociallst leaders
for united action they would re-
nounce  the fundamental politieal
right of mutunl criticism.

Thezse cxamples alone are soffi-
clent to prove Btalinism as uwtterly
oblivious of a Marxian policy or of
a revolutlonary strategy, It swings
in jerks and spasms from one op-
pesite position to ancther, foresd
by the blow of cvents, Nataeally
it cannot maintoin working class
coufidence and it becomes entirely
impotent of giving any lendership
whatever in o serions revolutlonnry
gltwation. Any old hand organ can
change lta tune by merely turning
A swnll switeh, but it remains
nevertheless o band organ, Cen-
trism with its turns, ball-fturns and
false turns oevertheless remains
Cantrism.

Even this ¢hange in the unlted
front tactie, partlal as it is and
with fta falsity to t, atlll rasts
within the framewodk of Stalinist
theory and policy. In other words,
the partinl change rests upon its
olid fulee Fonmdation, The anited
front tactle cannok, of COUTER, (X-
press the sum total of sevolutionary
policy and altbough it was at the
present period  the mest acote
guestion it makes up nevertheless
only a patt of the whole contont of
a Marxinn policy., Bulb-here it 1s
necesaary to add that in changes of
sirategy or tavctic in a revolutionary
gitnation, when events ysually
move with lghtning spesd, the
question of time becomes an im-
portant element : sometimes o mat-
ter of life and death. And in thls
Instance it was & matter of e
and death. Even this partial change,
It made in time, could perhaps

| GERMAN LABOR WRITHES UNDER THE WHIP OF THE FASCISTS

ine gnited front and moved the
masses forwird to an extent which
woitld bave praduslly enabled them
to tear into the foundation of Btal-
inist policy, at least o Germaoy.
Hut, as we know, the party leaders
then tenuclously opposed asoy such
chapge, brapded it a5 counter revo-
Inthovary and removed or expelled
comrades who tried to apply the
unlted front on a local seale, as

we shall show by some concrete
LES T A ECT

Mow, however, the ovents in re-
gard 1o this specliic guestion bhave
filrendy moved beyond its timeliness
ln Germuny ltsalf. By this we do not
ut all mean Lo assert that nothing
further cun be done,  Quite the
contravy, What must be brought
out, however, s the fact that the
German aecinl democestle lender-
ship afier the consolidation of the
Hitler dictatorship bhave broken
With their own Iuternational, the
secund luternatiooul, over the lssoe
of opposing  the latter's protost
apniust the dictatorship. 1o this
they hoped to ease the rdad for
themselves  personally.  Though
Hitler gannot at all use these mis-
erable creatures, except insofar as
they can serve for the future de-
stroction of the working elass
myvement, they have capitulated
complotely to lim,

That mesns that they have Lo
ull intents and purposes put the
final touches to the liguidstion of
their own orgapization. OopDe can
therefore uo more speak of a united
front in Germany from organization
to orpanizalion as far as the soeial
democratie party i3 concerned. It
is now necessary to commence on B
wew foundation. A timely, and o
real change, by the Communkst
parrty, howeser, could woquestlon-
ably have brought the millions of
geclal  democratie workers Into
united setion with the Communist
workers, avolded the hesvy price
the proletariat now has to pay, and

have glven the impulse to & geou-

different today.
The series of previous failures,
the many stupld blunders, the whaole

syatem of falze orlentntlon, polley
of theory of Stalinism, brought the
German party to Itz fatal positlon
of impotency in face of the Fasclst
onslanghta.  Spme German  eom-
vadles even toeday seek to parctly
abzolve the party from guilt in ita
present catustrophe by saying: “It
was mot uowilling to fght bat it
was unable to fight." Preclsely that
= the issue. The party wos unable
to fight becanse Itz lendership over
a long period of tlme, by Its bo-
reanceatically lmposed falze policy,
theory and coneeps, had swvcceeded
in fAnally disarming the party. And
Whion the vanguard i3 dlasrmed, the
mazg faces certain defeat, In all of
its objeetive consequences this ean
mean nothing else than Stalinism
having experienced ita Aungust 4th
in Germany,

Lessons of Somw: Practieal
Experiences

Many ecomrodes, party members,
discuss fréely with us the experl-
cnecs of the past mistakes. In this
they nre also trying to draw the
legsons which may be approprioted
for the fnture, Their reports are
parficularly luminating as to how
the Stalinist tactic worked ont im
the practical actlvities. One com
rade from Berlin, Hellgensee re-
Intes:

“The united front was eorrectly
understood by the massea but it
wig snbotaged by the Central Com-

mittee, I will prove that by our
distrige, There cxisted a united
front buollt on & broad lhasis with
the soeial democratic workers, In
cluding the lower functionaries, It
had: organpized a powerfol moss
gelf-defense corpes, it conducled eg-
winr weekly discussion mectings,
functivnaries of both parties came
togoiler to confer aboui matiers
and jJoint demonstrations agabnst
Fasclam were held, The sub-district
cominitbes peacted to this by re-
moving all our local party fune-
tionaries, among them old and teled
class fighters. The district leader-
ship (Brandenburg) eovered and
protecied the sob-district commit-
tee, A hunt for Trotskyites began
with the slogan: “Those who have
any relations with Trotskyists will
be summarily expelled.” The blggest
part of the membership became
stirred and asked : *Wa should dis-
cusd with the Nazis- but not with
o own ecomrades,” Frotest oeso-
lutlons were adopted but fled by
the distriet oflice never to ba
anawered,”

Another party member could, in
his moport, make 4 valuable contrily
utlon which graphically lllustrated
how o united front correctly ap-
plied, will serve effectively to un-
mask the secinl democeatic lodaders.

e relates from Dessan: “We ook
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action on the ocension of the con-
atitption of the Mational Soelalist

government.  ‘Together with an im-
portunt factory committes and the
A1, we had established a united
front commifter and we invited all
the reformist organizations to par-
ticipate in united struggie. The
apcinl democrats psked us for fe-
golintions but submitted unaccept-
able econditions. We nevertheless
went to carey on negotiations and
we declared: To every gne of these
points with which the working class

antagonlsms of capitalist =soclaety
are nob dimbalshing but aharpening.
They will beeome many thmes mora
accentuated In Germuany by the ex-
Istence of the Fasclst rvegime. T
perlorm s missien, it will pursde
the attucks upon the preseol trade
unloms  much further. A strug-
Ele to destroy the workers orgoaoni-
sutions is net performed only by
murder, by arrcating, and by break-

ing ihings up; but it is also ae-
companied by the Inevitable attacks

is in accord for a struggle against
the Nazl government, ihe conditions
submitted by you means a peactical
prevention of united action. ‘The
negotintions stranded beeause the
goclalist lesuders would pot budge.
The mext day there took place in
our glity ihe gronbest demonstration
ween for o long  Ume  directed
against the povermment and alse
against the sabotage of the social
democrats.  Desplte this outstand-
ing suceess the district leadership
removed the sob-district commit-
B

These simple reports are impor-
tant documents, They should serve
g enlightenment for Commuanistas
every wherse,

What iz to be Dome Now?

However, an enticely new situ-
ntion existz now In Germany oand
only fools will pay amy attention
to the Fasclst bonsts of abolishing
the class strugpgle. The internal
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upenn the workers standard,

That la certaln to be exprossed
in atlacks upon the working comndi-
tions muined, upon the wage level,
wpon the unemployment insuranes,
socinl insuranee aml so Lorth. The
general statement previeusly often
repented by parly leémders wiho Delt
confldent that “Hitler wonld soon
gt out of business,"” to the effeet
that he has no favorable economic
perapective ahead of bim, 4, of
course, true in ils historieal senze,
Bug it does net preciude that Gee-
muny will in this present pecied
expericnce o certain upward eco-
nomic cenjuneture. A redoction of
wncmployment would inevitably tend
to incresse the working class de-
mands us well as the struggle for
these demands.

In general, the capitalist eeonom-
te aystem iy developing bis relation
of forces not favorable to the
Fazeiats but favorable fo the work-
fng clizg, Thus the knlghts of the
Bwastika, despite their easy vie-
foey, will yeb have the greaiest dif-
Aeultles  ahead of them. Thelr
suppressions and  repressions  will
nodonbtedly assume yet more vlo-
lent forms,. Buat it will not continge
to vematn a one alded affate. There
are certnin also to be struggles in
the near fotore, What lendership,
then, for the OGerman working
oluss?

Have we fully comprehended the
extent, the scope and the implica-
tioma of the defeat in Cermany?

munist party and the socinl demo-
cratic party are destroyed. It s
Ansgtrin's turn next, There Fascism
ia proparing lis forces and gather-
ing It strength while the working
clnss legdership 1s failing as mis-
ernbly as in Germauy, The Comin
tern nlse here bod the duty to pro
poese @ wiidted froot to the Second
[uternativual apd pel the question
of the defepse of the Aostrian
working closs on the very top of
thie  agendn,  If Anstro-Alarxism
follows its German brethren o on-
oiluilation it will mean o the Sec-
oml Internntional the [oss of its
two  strongest  wnd  socialistleally
developed  pavties—Iin other words
a pwerapectlve of practical extine-
tion.  And the Communist Inter-
mational¥ Yes, to the Comlolern
the Cerman party meant as much
it not more than the German socinl
demoeraey meant  fo the  See-
ond  Tntersatlonal. T this  the
Comintern, wider e Stalln eegime,
Tas wow  saMered 1ts most  fatal
Biow, The party of (e Soviet Union
5 mo immersegd ln the fnlse theory
of  “Ruoilding  SHecializm  In One
Country,” that b organized not one
single demonstration in support of
fs Goerman clnss brothers during
their honr of greatest need,  The
parvty of the Soviet Union i3 par-
wlyzed by  the doad welght of
Atalinism.

Enormons tasks are arvising for
thie Left Opposition. The sporadie
aetivities now earrled on by the
remuants of the German Commuo-
nist Party do not cignify its re-
eupetation on a new and [llegal
fizia, But merely reveal the rear
el of its former legal condition.
What must thercfore now be dons
was well expressed In the statement
of o Oerman Left Oppositionkst:
“Above all we must Immedintely
ferme the directlves for the hobld-
e of o new poety., MNone of the
parts of fhe old apparatus will do
for the future, I hove discossed
ihiz with mony class consclous
workers, sterling fizhters, and they
are quite ananlmous in asscerting
emphatieally ; “ves, the milding of
o new  purty ls am im||r|‘:1'lt‘|.'l'[:
neceszlky"”

— ARNE SWARECK

The two workers' parties, the Com-
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