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Letters from Germany Reveal Truth
in Labor Ranks

on Conditions

The lctters published below
and hailing direetly from dif-
ferent parts of terror-stricken,
Fasclst CGermany, paint, o
many instances, a black pleture
of the eandltions of the work-
ing clazs and its revolutionary
vanguard, This is a bitter pill
for revolutlonists to swallow,
particularly those who have
been fed on Stalinist pollyanns
illusions, DBut it Iz our policy
to =penk ont what is, to tell
the truth te the working class
and cspecially the Communists,
It iz precisely these illuslons
and these falsely painted piec-
tures, at which the Siallnist
apparatos has lLeen #6 adept,
that led the German proletariat
to catastroplie.

We cgquete o short report
from No. 10 of the Inprecorr,
("Handsebau™) to indieate how
even after the catasirophe the
bureauerils centinue: theie work
of  geceptlon and  falschoad.

“Many smull section groups
in preactically all of agrarian
Pomeranin have been arresied
down to the last man; desplte
that, the waork will be earried
on'”

Wi wlil enrry on the work?
The Htorm Troopers?

oo The entire lecnl group
wns aree=iegd in ‘Ureblin . . .
bt gl Communizt lecnl gronp
will continue (e work,”™ (%)

No, our letters dont  mead
that way, Much that is In them
aonnds  harsh, bul ounly apon
the trufth will we build our fu-
ture stremgth,

=—=Td.

Latters (pom the Rhine and Rohr
Letter from comrade W. in 8.

The party iz smuashed here. Most
the nnits—at legst U5 percent
die not meet any more.  dany
af the units no longer pay  dives
There I no connectlon with
“above” Hinee January 30, the
Central and Western parts of the

of

elty have issned one leaflet {on the

elections) and one handbill. Almost
the entirfe distriet and  section
lemdership has been arrested. (The
entive leadership of the Central
part of th city had been arrested. )
U the 29t of March a transport
of 8 to 63 and on March 30, one
of 15-20 men. In the lost two days,
now arrests of some 40 men, mostiy
members  of sport  organizations,
teok place.

The desertion to the KNazi camp
is very great here. I personally
know more than twelve men today
in the Nasi party whe were former
functionaries in  the Party, the
{"Red Front Flghters") Organlza-
tlon, ete. Among these s thoe for-
mar sub-disteict leader of the
Young Red Fighters Leagoe, Ros-
ignatiens from  the |_|dl|:l1.r are on'
the order of the day. Not only,
gimple members but functlonaries
algo are turning thelr backs to the
nriy.

The arrestbed men are often used
i gerape off the (Hlegal) placards.
These who refuse are tortured and
deported. According to the lonfor-
mation of a prisoner, their oumber
hag grown to 15 Communizsts and &
social democrata. The polica have
alzo ordered cortain known Com-
muists and =oclal democrats, atrill
ab large, 1o present themselves from
time to time to serape of the plac-

ards, Faillere to de so this means
arrest. The ntmber of those whe'
have refused s very small, |

We ape trying to make contacts

Letter from R.
About Dur Work

All the party comrades are very
sympiathetic to our coause. They
come to us for advice as the party
affers them absolutely nothing. We
are lssuing an information bulletin
for party members, in which we
analyze the present situmtion, give
the reasons for the defections In
the working clnas, show the mis-
takes of the party and trace the
correct line for further work. Up
till now we bave not met with any
reésistance. All the functlonaries
arc in jall

At the present time the workers
will not follow putschist slogans.
They are all beginning to have an
international outlook. They com-
ment on the fallure of the Com-
intern.

Here 18 a deseription of the sit-
nation after the burning of the
Kelchstag: While no one thought
of résistones in Berlin, the workers
here  formed  selfwlefense corpa
wore arrested in the East few doys,
night and awaited the slogan: In-
surrection! Everything or nothing!
(The party eduwcation had to lead
fo that.y On the Bunday of the
elections a long street battle took
plice between the Communists and
the Storm Troope plus the pollee—
with machine guns, armored cars,
efe.  (XNo paper reported this.)
Many comrades weTe arrested, many
fled,

With beat greotings,

I'. k.
Lafter of Comrade Herta from S.

The worst are the deserters. They
batray everyone. A ecrowd of us
wierre arrested in the last few daya
throngh the denunciations of form-
rr  Communists, There are 400

Hail Red Flag!

The first number of the
monthly orgikn of the British
Left Opposition—Red Flag—
has just appeared, MWe extend
to our brother orgoan fwoross
the sens our warmest feater-
nal greetings and hope that
it will suceeed in becoming
a powerfol factor in clearing
the road, uprooting  Labour
Party treachery, LLJIS. vacil-
Intfons and Stalinist sectari-
anlsm—towerd the revelo-
tlonary victory of the prole-
tarint in the homeland of the
oldest of the imperlaist pow-
Bra. ’

in the usze of machine gunz, etc.,
in our eclty (140,000 inhabitants.)
The prisoncrs are now taken not
only to concentration and *forced
labor” camps but alse te conviet
prison. Preventive arrests in the
copviet prison! We even know of
a dizsabled war evieran whoe was
dragged inte a conviet prison.
The 2. Th IM. hi=z a miserablo at-
titude, They allow themselves to
b beaten and lick the butcher’s
hand. In many cities the 8. I
municipal councellors vote to have
Hitler and Goebbels named honor-
ary citlzens, That, howover, does
not hinder the Storm Troops from
throwing these self-same municipal
councellors inta “protective” arrest.

In a near-by town the fraction

leader of the N. 5. I A. . (Nazls)

with party comrades, 80 as to meet’ auxilinry police, who are achooled | declared that the munieipal eouncel-

amnd discuss with them. The party
comrades are guite amenable to our
oriticism. 1f we had the literature
we conld reach very many of them,
prtienlarly  because  the party
nettlior informs them wor maintaing
any connectlons with its members
any lGnger, Now is the hest time
o encounter (he party with our
“ideologival offenslve” (a la Stalin
amd Co., only not in the Staliniat
MaAnner, b

Ho mueh for boday,

With the best grectings.

=%

THE MILITANT

lors were only & yo-¥o Boclety with
limited assets who had merely to
ralze their hand for all the de-
cislona of the N. 8. 1k A. P

There wos o provacatear in the
E. F. B. (Red Front League) 1
am glving you his name and you
must warn agalost him in your
pulleting. e iz a certain D who
has already served 5 years in pri-
aon for theft and forgery. Up till
puw more than 530 eomreades hove
been arrested and frightfully tor-
tured becapse of his denunciations,

The agit-prop [unctionary from
the central part of the city has
heen exposed a8 a spy and will now
openly go over to the Nazis.

Now, on tha state of mind of the
petty bourgeoisie. The small shop-
keepers complain about the can-
celled orders following the antl-
Jewish policy. The people say that
they should not have acted thua
against the Jews, they should not
have clossd their establishments.

e Jews are really oot so ter-

rible; the Jewish enterprises do
not decelve the amall shopkeepers
ns much ns some Gentiles." This
15 the language of a sectlon of
small merchanis whoe nafme a hateh
of German frms that have deceived
them, up till now, they Wwere never
deceived by a Jew, They also say
that healthy criticiam of the deeds
of the government should be al-
lowed under all clreomstances be
cause the absence of bealthy erl-
tlelsm 18 a wmign of weakness!
Bealdes thiz they all wish the
pensions to be increased, the hun-
per decrces abolished and work
glven to the unemployed. If the
working class constifuted o sirong
gublective factor, everything would

With the “Leﬁ” Socialists - from the

The Communist International e
cently inltlated and participated in
an international united front against
Faseiam that coven the Stalindst
press ia silent about.  According
to the New Leader, | April 28, '33).
officinl organ of the Independent
Labour Farty of Great Britaln am
ungfficial {!) conference of Teft
Hociallsts and Communlsts was held
in Paris on April 25 It was Inftl-

Heckert ‘Explains’ the Debacle

{continued from the last issue)
The “Hitler-Trotskyist™ United
Froot and the C. L Mareh Sth
Proclamation
But Meckert 1s attacking a plat-
form invented by hlmself and only
attributed to ‘Trotsky underband,
whon he says that not evea (1} a
Wels proposed such & treacherous
platform to the . P. G.] No, but
the Hoviallst and Labor Interns-
tional proposed to the €. 1. on .'H'th_:
rupry 14 a ~pon-aggresalon pact
and the same E. C. G L *l_rhlﬂl
ppanimously endorsed Heckerlta Dé-
port, in its reply of March § com-
gidered it “possible to recommend
to the Communist parties, to re
frain during the time of the com-
mon  stropggle against capitallsm,
from attacks against the social dem-
geratic organizations.” The C. I
{s therefore prepared Lo renounce
eritlsism of the policy of the 8. F.
which in its own words, has led
to Fasclsm, This readiness goes
even fur beyond the platform io-
vented by Heckert and ascribed to
Troteky and then agaln n.l.l.lckel;
by Heckert as “Hitler-Trotskylst.
“he spincless buoréaucracy Wwinces
under the blows of a period which
it does not undertsand. AU that,
it has an Inexerable opponent in
revolutlonary Marxzism which makes

it foam at the mouth.

Fascism has trlumphed, the polley
of the C. P. G. was correct. Trotaky
hog criticised this ecorrect polier
{which led to the victory of Fasc-:
i=m) ang showed how the victory
of Fascism eould " ave Doen pre-;
vented, the workeis' organlzations )
maintained, how this struggle conld |
have been led directly up to the
proletarian  dictatorship. Thig is
what the “socinl-Hitlerite” Trotaky
did with iz “Hitler-Trotakyist”
platform,” in execution of a “social
asgignment from Hitler” as the
lmtter's “auxiliary.”

The Marzlst revolutlonary Hecks
ert, on the other hand, maintaios
that the defense of the mass trade
unions on the basls of a united Iront
with the social democrats would
have been o deviation from Marc
and Lenin and would have mesnt
going over to Hindenburg. Marx
snd Engels recommended—accord-
ing to Heckert—that the trade
usnlone be dellvered to Fascizm,
while Hindenburg dJdemanded the
upited frost of the Commuplsts
with the soclal democracy for thelr
defense! The Sialinisis are proud
that they have stuck to “"Marz and
Lenin . . . "™

Ona sentenca in Heckert's article
forces us to beat the alarm. Heck-
ert aays:

“The present Fascisation of the
German  soclal  democracy Is mo
aceldental Interlude, but the road
which all social democratle partles
will go under simiine conditlons to
those in (Germany."

This Is frightfol! The Stalinista
already today conslder Austria,
France, England as leat to Fasclam !
They have learned nothlng from the
German  events! They have no
dezire, despite their manifesto of
March 0, to take the path of the
conslstent Leninist wonited front
taetic! They do not want to puot
the soclal democratic leaders under
the pressure of the prolatarlat with
this tactie and so to force them
at least to eater Into the atraggle
sgeinst Fasclsm! They do not want
to prove to the backward masses in
daily practice that it i3 necessary

The Stalinist Hypocrites
Answer the Roll Call

ducted agoainst Fascism., No, they
conglder the “Fasclsation of the
gocial  democracy™ as  Inevitable,
That mwans that they consider
Fasclsm as inevitable, "I'hat means
standing by passively while Europe
falla Inte socinl decay!

In order to prove that the policy
of the C.PUG. was correct. that it
illil not, In contradictlon te 1923,
rob the proletariat more and more
of all ability to act, Heckert s
foreed to resort fo an arsenal of
congcience-llea and to the Incense
of self-deception,  The political
gyatem of the Htallnists bailt wpon
liea, hns collapsed in Germany.
From thig they draw the conclu-
alom that it §s necessary to ile still
more profusely and shamelessly in
oriler to conmceal thelr bankrapiey.

Today the situntion is such in
Germany, that the workers do not
dare to speak alond in the streets,
They do not dare to gather In
groups of more than three in thelr
domiciles. Heckert, however, les
to the internationn] working class,
siving that the workers at the
AF.G. (Gemernl FEleciric) have
driven the Nazis from the factory
and that the same thing 13 hap-
pening in ever so many other citics,

It i# furthemers an indisputable
fact that up to the last moment
the party was blind to the danger
of Fazclsm. S0, for instance, &
ecertaln Sehwah wrote in the Com-
mmnlst Intarnational {German edl.
tion of January 10, 1033 (p. 19):

“The 1ith plenum of the BECOCI
put an end to the artiflcially eon-
sirueted principal contradictlon be-
tween the bourgeois democracy and
Faseist dictatorship, and by that
meana gave the Communist parties
Bmportant assistance in the struggle
against secinl Fascism, The 12th
plennm showed  that  so-called
‘clagzleal” Fascism did mot and
could not exist and that all the
theoriea deduced from the history
of Iftallun Fascism concerping the
neepzsity  of first smashing the
working class were blaodless ab-
sirwet ions""

Was the Party Prepared?

And Fleckert lles when he says
that the German Communist Party
forewarned agalnst the coming
Fascist danger! According to Heck-
ert, the C.PA4. was not surprised
by Hitler's seizure of power. The
party, whose Innwmernble fanction-
aries were stnck into jail im shert
order, whose apparalus was anpnd-
hilated Iin the course of several
days. was not sarprised!

No, according to Heckert, it had
just begun, freely, “with its own
forees,” to organize some 300
sirikes. Fortunately, he becomes
gomewhat more concrete in this in-
gtance and permits us to probe Into
these 300 strikes, of which 207 be-

long to the realm of imagination.
Eeckert  cltes  the strikes
Stasafnrt,

nme-hour proteat strike against the
shooting of the social democratic
mayor, Kaatén. The workeérs wene
aronsed and decided to resist, but
the reformists succeeded In stifling
the militant sentiment in o pale
demonsirative strike. According to
Heckert, it was the CFP.Gs “own
forces” that organized the strike,
In reality it was the impotence of

to break with the reformista if a
determined struggle s to be con-

the OC.I'G. which prevented tha
transformation of this strlke into

im:
Harburg and Lubeck.|
What happened in Strassfort? A|

& manifestation of power. In Lue-

hegk, (ke sofinl demoeratic Releh-
stag deputy Dr. Leber was arrest-
e, It resulted in a general strike
lusting =everal hours.  Here (oo,
the Communista, thanks te the
eouscheneeless, bureaucratic policy
of the Stalinista im the last 10
years, were unable o exert any
Inflnence,

What happenced on occaslons when
Communists were attacked? What
happened at the massacre in Els-
laben?  Thers, where  the real
forces of the Stallnists were showed
np in full sime? Not b spmrk of ar-
gaplzed resistance ! What bappened
at the provocative parade of the
Brown Bhirla before the Karl
Liebknecht Honse, and at the sivect
huttle in Altona? Where did the
paety  suecesd Iim organizing &
sizable strike of political slgnifl-
cance? Lies, nothing but lics, . .

According to FHeckert, the party
dld not restrict itself to organizing
the united front “from below.! We
will restrlict ourzelves to once more
quoete from the literature of Stal-
Inksta.

“It I8 clear that no united front,

et bhe minde with these peoaple
{aocial Faselsta). It is clear that
onr dispute with soclal Fascism . .
will not bhe settled at some nego-

tiation table, but on the battlefields

af the final straggle and before the
revolutionary tribunals of the Geg-
man  Soviet republic.  And that
holds, of course, for the little so-
cinl Pageist [nctory eouncillor . . .
just as well as for hia bigger broth-
ers Zoergicbel, Severing, ete” (Com-
mulst provinelal press, quoted in
Hermonn Remmele's atriels “Mark
Time!™ (Sehritthalien), Communist
International  (German edition),
March 1-15, 1530.)

“Herr Trotsky and similar ‘coun-

atedd by none other than Hemrd
Barbusse, Socialista from France,
Briioln and Belglom and Italy were
present s well Az Communists
from these countries (except Italy)
as well as from Germany, Czecho-
Slovakla and the Tnited States.

The Loft Socialists at the Cenfer-
ence proposed that efforts should
be made for a meeting of the Ex-
eegtlve Committees of the Labour
anid Soclnlizt International and the
Comintern to conslder ways and
means of combatting Fasciam. This
ihe Stalinlsts rejected. The latter
grreed to eollaboration between the
Left Soclalists and the Communists
amil urged the sapport of the Euroe-
pean  Anti-Faseist Conference and
the Youth Conference againgt War
and Faselem to be held in Paris on
Aupust Bth, (Mo poblce has appeared
in the American or international
press of the Comintern on the lalter
Conference!) The Left Soclalists
agreed to support these conferences
on the conditlon that they were
officially invited and permitfed (o
participate In  their organization.
This wns agreed upon,

The Comintern which had fejee-
tied m ounited front ageinst Fascism
with the Labour and Socinlist Ine-
ternational, even refused to openly

inftinte a conference with the
Internatlonal  Committes of the
Left  Socinlist [Parties. It again

resarted to the back-handed pollicy
of having Henrl Barbusse "person-
ally” arrange for such a meetlng.
Another sigm of the much acelaimed
independence  of the Communist
International!

Only a few days after thlis Con-
ference  which, we repéat, was
cdonducted behind the backs and
without the knowledge of the Com-
munist and revelutionary workers,
the Comintern Izaned ita May Day
Manifeato. Thercin we read:

“Mow we necd the anited front
from below, not negotintlons with
the top leaders, with Wels and Ren-
audel, For the leaders of the See-
ond International, negotiationa of
the officials on top are merely a
method of delaying, hidnering and
disrapting the united front of the
working class.”

United front with the Vapder-

e ———

thaemm,

In reality the guintessence of
united front policy looked like this:
“Hey. socinl democrats, will you

o with us? 1If you don't, we wlll

gellors’ of the proletarlat want to ro with the Fascists” In this waf.

propeee o the working class such

Eﬂ:ue “fed Referendum” was rigged
a policy ns wounld separate the .

struggle of the revolutionary pariy;

flecltrt‘s memory has  beécome

agninat Fasaclam from that ag‘“i“t'unmnwhnt feoble. Weo'll refresh it

socin]l Fazcism and oppose them to
ench other., Acpording to  thia
recipe, the (CO.P.G. should glve up
the stroggle against social demoe-
racy today and make a bloe with
the party of Hindenburg-soclalism,
with 'Noske and Gresezipasky,' and
‘fight’ Hitler on this basis” (Thoel-
mann, Cemmunist International
(German editlon), June 1932, page
2831).

“Whoever demands tndu & hbloc
of the C.P. with the socinl demo-
erafic porly helps the social Fascist
leaders Imn the preparntion and
execution of their betrayal. Thelf
role, like that of the social Fascist
lenders, 1z an Immediate Fascist
rode’’ {Mucnzenberg, Koter Ao,
Feb, 15, 10a32).

A Few Things to Explain
Heckert nppears to be onme-
quainted with hizs own literatnre.

"He only knows that the party seve-

ral timea flew Inte a frenzy and
then quickly, on such a “theoretical
basls,” proceeded to make united
front proposals, Ap—on July 20,
1532, After that, when the party
logked itself over and notleed that
not all of its bones had been broken
it onece again fell Inte the old et
It earried onm like this until its
bones were actually eroshed.

It the party clearly poloted out
the danger of Fasclsm and pursued
& oonsistent united front policy
trom the top and helow, then Heelk-
¢rt pught to explain bow the soclal
demoecracy specesded in maintalning
control over the declsive masses of
workers In the fartories and in pre-
ventlng Communist Influence over

| meantime

This type of united front tactic,
thess continoal zig-zags in the
bromght  their effect.
Fasciam ralea! This platform hos
been exposed In the meantime by
the facts as dircet service to Hitler,
Proof that the platform of the Left
Opposition led to the vietory of
Faszclsm cannot be conjured up by
ever ap many slelght-of-hand tricks
on the part of Heckert.

For Heckert and the ECCI the
perapective is a particularly roay
one, Just as after the October de
fent of 1923, as China In 1927, as
in Buolgaria in 1024, 80 now the
Stalinkts deny the defeat in the
same way as they denled the revo-
lutionary situation previous to It
The workers are going over from
the socinl demoeracy to Commu-
nizm, the organization of the PG,
has remained intact, the stroggles
are s yet directly ahead of us . . .

If the working class renlly wants
an iatact organlzation, one that fa
able to organlze and lead to the
struggles, then it must penctrate
throngh the influence of the crim-
Inal Stalinist, l¥ing politicians, form
itz ecadres anew and draw the
lessons from ten years of natlonal
and international Stalinism. Not
to cling to fatal Mlaoslons, bot alao
not te fall inte passivity; not to
capltulate before Fastlsm, bat to
organize the rotreat and o bring
it to & halt; to recapture the po-
witlons lost; to utilize the differ-
ences between the natlonallsts and
the Naglg—that 18 the command of
the hour!

- H. H.

Tap ¢

voldes, Adlers and Renaundels be-
fore the eyes of the socinlist and
eommunist  workers—ne!  United
front with the Broeckwars, Patons
and Maxions behind the backs of
the workers, Imlependent of the
miszacs who follew them——certaln-

i¥! This ls the queer logie of
Sialinlem brovught down to §ts latest
phase,

—JOBEPFH CARTER
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Lekt OppositionOvercomesObstacle
Strengthens Organization in China

Pelping, China,

Hince our last letter, althongh
there  wos uet any  broad  mass
movement in China, yet important
things have been polug on within
the paety and the Left Opposition.
There has o a continuons cap-
itulation of party members—es-
pecially responsible officers—io the
coemy, the Konminlong, of late.

Muny eontral commitlés  mem-
bers of the €. P, and ¥, © L.—
ia, renegades—publicly issue thelr
*manifestoes™ telling “'countrymen
to wake ap before the ruinons Com-
munist Party of China.”

Really, the party hoas no politieal
program  for the present and no
action expressed fer the present’
The fantoay of estabilshing revo-
lutionary power flrest within one or
suveral provioness thro the peasonts
has been crushed openly, by and
by, slmply due te the conlineows
failures of the “plan of encircling
and taking ocomirel, by peasanis’
strength of Wualien, Nanchang, ete”

But some excellent elements of
the party bave joined mns or are
In the major part agreeing with
our view. Some have struggled
with the party on gquestions of the
futility ond even harminlness of
the establishment of “Anti-Tmperi-
alistie League” roonning  parallel
with the party or YCLi on the one
hnndd, and the Anti-Jopanese Mass
Conventions  on  the other, the

putchlsm of establishing “Boviots™,

in EooeYun and Y-Chon (districts
inn morthern Chinm, ) ete, Some have
alrendy  recopnizéd the correciness
af the third Chinese Hevolutlon.

Some of the elements still remain
in the pardy apparatus for our
purpeses,  and  take  responsible
work. We think that If they, as i3
generally the case, openly declars
themselves (o be Left Oppositlon-
lata, they are sure to be expelled
and to lose their functions within
the party. This Is the reason why
we do it in that way at present
(for some comreiades only. )

¥

[
[}

Az to the Left Oppesition. both

fnn thee Boulh ol in the North, the
alfipwtlon b= Just contrarvy B0 what
thr Chinese “Fuscist Group” (Blue
Slfrts) walled “complete collapse of
the C. N Opposition gf China,"
Weo are growing, though alowly. The
arre=t ol comrade  Chen-Du-shin,
thougli & great less, on the other
hamil, oljectively gives ua chances
te make propogendm in the eoar?
and among the masses’

Comeade Chen and several actlve
membars of the I. O, had made
a “fast protest™ (bunger strike)
apmtivnst the mistreatment in the
prison and the postponement of the
“public court Judgement.”  Now,
the jwdgment time will come soon.
Comrade Chen has wrliten o "legal
thesls” defending himself from the

K. M. T. aeeusation that he “'¢n-
dlangers the republic of Ching."
The Shanghal comrades are

working under o "lemporary eome
mittes  This committes, together
with some comradea from North
Chinn, s pregaring for 5 National
Congress of the L. (. of China,

In ocur branch, the 8hantung Con-
Wil 1o af  the r[-nrl::utlttu't.h'ﬂ
coming from the wvartous disteicts
of Shanfung, was convensd in Jan-
unary 13, The L. O, Conventlon
of North China met on March 4
to B, Important decisions  wers
mide, membera felt more armed
with new espiratien, Nearly every-
bodr nmong us 8 torning his pe-
tivitica townrd the workers.

We are concentrating our work
in  three  lmportant  movements:
The German [Revelution, the Antl-
Japunese  Imperialiim  movement,
nnd the notional assembly guestion
which was “hetly™ brought out hy
the bourgeoisie rocently. A apeclal
number  ddevoled to the Geérman
Hevolution and antl-Fascist move-
ment wns published by the “The
Vanemand” (organ of the Chinese
Oppozition).

—1I* Hocretary

Labor Writhes Under Nazi Whip

(Oontinued from the last issoe) |

The factory councils are now

compelled to beat a hosty retreat,|
in many places alveady passing into
oblivion =et aslde by the Faseists;|

nothing else could be expected
when the Reformists ape left in

The Fascists and the
Trade Unions

| lackeys who are much more alarmed

about the rank and file action than

practically undisputed control. Here o oy, wppy attacks and prefer to

agaln they admonished the workers g

to remain nentral politically aod

not to fight, “1o not let yourselves
be frritated, your rights and your
duties and guarded by the constitu-
tion and by the [nctory coundil
law,” a0 sabd the Homburg trade
unlon lepders. And this at the very
mement  when the councils are
bruskly dissolved or reorganized,
Ly the method of the worker
elected representatives being jalled
amd tortured and replaced by Fasc.
ists. Ko, those who sat safely so
far behind were not irritated, only
frightened and paralysed. But
even the reorganizations arve only
temporary measures. Not even Nazi
eouncils, so close to the rank and
file workers, where class ideclogy
mny agaln penetrate, can be toler-
ated. That the Fascist dictatorship
g in deadly earnest about their
attempt to destroy all working class
organizations one need oot doabt
for a moment.

The Fascists and the Trade Unions

The Fusrist and the workers or-
ganizations are the two opposite
poles, mutually cxclusive. Within
the latier the trade unions form
the great reserve. Evcn thess the
Fazeisias eannot tolerate as theyr
will nlways offer a basis for strog-
gle against capitallsm, Including
the mere struggle for reform - de-
s, Capitalist  soclety bas
renchied its decay stage and is un-
der over greater difficulties o
granting any reform concessions. At
this moment this is the moest
marked in Germany. Hence, Fasc-
ism s called upon to pecform Its
miaslon.

In its spproach fo the trade
unlons it 8 alzo completing the
counter-fevolutlon by stages, en-
countering no obstacles whatever
from the miserable fuoctlonaries
who are now the lackeya™ of Hitler
as they onee upon & time were to
tha Hohenzollerns, In this respect,
the lead was giren by the president
of the German trade union federa-
tion, Lelpart. The day after Hitler
had arrived in power be sald:

“The present government may
carry through & pérlod of no agree-
menta perhaps even further redoe-
tion of wages: they may evén bring
out reactionary plana from the
storage toom of antlguated 1deas
and mike arrangements which op-
poae the rlghts and Nberties of the
German working class. But the
German workers know that afier
a long period of soclal ascont can
nlao sometimes follow reverses, yes
EVET temporary conscious refreats.”
In other words, the German work-
org bave had thelr good times, now
they ahould submit and sccept the
bad times.

But even such lackey serviee ia
not suflicient, Today the Faszclsts
exact & mach heavlier tribuote than
did ones the Hohenzollern, The
methods of suppresslon, Arst ap
plied €0 the Communisis, the so-
cial democrats and then the auz-
Ninry organizations, each In thelr
turn, has also commenced against
the trade unlons. The rank and
Ale membership, also in thiz in-
atance showlng thelr alarm at the
Nazl advance and showing their
rendinesas to  fght, respond and
gather In masses at thelr headqoar-
ters at each attack. That does

not at all sult thess frightened

ell-out to the latter.

Their answer i leaflets, in which
they plead with the workers to atay
at home aud pDot to reslst. “Con-
gregaling at the headguarters,” said
the HRerlin leadership, “will be
tuken advantage by the Commu-
nislz.  What do they seek at our
headquartera?™  And the sad truth
fs that to the bulk of the member-
ghip the Communists have appeared
a= the disorganlzers of the move-
et

Thus the road ia cleated for the
Maziy. They pursue thelr destroe-
tion so far unhampered. Perhaps
the clearest Indication of how they
procesd by stages to deatroy the
present unfon basis and to transfer
the unlons into pure organs of the
Fasclat state s glven by the Bav-
arion  government  appolnted by
police commizaioner von Epp. Its
first act was the trade unlon decree
In which the unlomsz are ordered
to “resnme their functions,’ bot
on the following condltions:

They are to make no direct or
indirect attempts foward contact
with the prohiblted political orga-
nizations, their loste Ilcaders or
their membera,

Thelr headguarters will remain
occupied by the police whenever tha
anthorities find such necessacy.

All political activities are pro-
hibited, the unlons are not to hald
any public meetings and regular
memberahip mestings to be held
only npon notification glven to the

peokice,
At any tlme the actlons or de-
clzione of the uanlons, ncluding

thiit fnnnees, are subject to In-
spection by the Nazl establisbed
shop nuelel.

The Fatal Policy of the R.GA0.

In this work of destrpctlon, the
Nnzla are procesding guite unhfm-
pered fs far as the militant mlno-
ity 1= concerncd. It is practically
entirely outside of the trade unlons,
not merely by persecutlon or de-
fanlt but by deliberate awd—parc-
ticularly now proven—false palicy,

That ls the Stalinist policy of
independent “revolutionary”™ unlons,
Ag in the TUnlted States the
T.ULILI., 80 in Germany the RGO,
only In the latter case it proved
much more fafally and much more
crlminally wrong, due to the mora
advanesd poelltleal econdition: and
due to the larger seale of the spllta
and of the lsoalation of the party
from the masses, Othewlse the
characteristica are common to both
of these prodocta of the “third per-
tod” era.

Teade unlons te  he cfective
must embrace all workers of the
Iindustrics or at least a sufficiently
declsive section. That will Inelode
workera of warying political opin-
foma, The KRGO, & rival union,
based wpon withdratwal of the rev-
olutioniry minority ond based upon
acceptance In advance of party po-
licies And lepdership, remalned &
paper organization playing no serl-
aus rale at all in the class strugele.
Its membership was compozed only
af Communists and only & very
small =ectlon of the Commuonist=
at that., The RGO, cauld, there-
fore, not at all serve to comnect the
party with the masses, but on the
contrary detached it and erented a
wall of sepatation.

The besic alm of the revolution-

ary party iz to gain influcnce apon
the working masses and particularly
thoze organized In the trade unlona,

The RGO became peeclacly the
ot formidable olstacle to this
boazle alm. Numerically feeble, it

ciulil of course not at all substitate
for the mass anions, It wns unable
o even infloence them becapse it
was distinetly a rival organization.

The RGO, could naturally not
remein immune from the typleal
Hrallnb=t Bireernt o methods
cither. Omne party member relates
how in the carly part of this year
the whole Berlln BLGO. leadership
wid removed ond A onew one ape
podntedl fm Ita place without the
alightest explomation made to the
mmember=lip.

A futal imjury to the movemeant
l# the record of this TGO, policy.
Its consequence cond ributed heavily
to fhe party’s Impotence in face of
the Nazl advance, to its helng wiped
ol witlhont a stragele and to the
defent of the working class as &
whole, Long ngo the Left Oppo-
sltfon demanded n change in this
cotgrze nnd o=, the only correct one,
for the H.GA, to immediately oe-
furn to the trodde untons In order
to take up the Left wing activitles
within them.,

That 1s atill, despite all the po-
sitions lest, an imperative necessity.
It dors mot diminksh with the
transformation of the trade unions
inte organs of the Fascizt state,
(in the contrary. It inctreases in
imparinnee, 3o long as they rep-
rosent o form of orsanization gath-
ering workers Within their rombks,
thsy  constitate a fSeld for revolu-
tionist= te work in and to learno
how to be able to do the work,
akilliully, ecarefully—well planned
amwl  ponrageonsly  execubed, To
fight every Inch for the existonce
anid  functioning  of the trade
intong, to Aght for existence and
innetioning of the factory connclls,
h.E'I.i:liug o give expression within
them ko the worklng clazs needs
nnil eonnecting wp therewith the
demiocratie remands which inevi-
tulily must arise—that is the job
at present. Now that Fasclsm (e
in penwer, IE g an éspeclal neocosslty
te ntlllze evory means avallable
for flank attacks: until the prole-
tarlar cnn agnin gather its forcea,
That the  workers will  respond
hervoleally, has already been shown
evien in these difficnlt days by loecal
sfrikes and demonstrations against
arrests awd asalrst attacks upoen
[he faetory counclla.

Pt the Htwlinist party and
Coamlintern leaders have nat changed
thelr course In regard to the RGO,
It wra comomissioned to Indtiate the
nnti-Fazeist congresa scheduled to
ba held in Progoe but probibited
by the Czecho-Slovakian govern-
nenk, saturnlly, it is to  be
as=nmmsl that efforts will be made
tee hold the congress in some other
conntry. Hut noe matter where F
will be, when initianted by the
H.G.0. it cannot even mark a serl
ana attempt to really rally & mass
respanse o this gathering, not to
apenk of Initlating subzegoent ac-
tioms, As [ar as a4 genuinely united
wiarking class action agalnst Faase
i=in Iz ¢oncermed, this congresa
called by the RGO, I8 condemmed
in advarce to sterility and im-
potenoe,

Bince the writing of this ar
tlele, the lackies have as s only
natural, and was to be expected
froin the past developments, been
given the boot.—Fdl.

~— ARXE SWABRECK
{Continued in next. lssue)




