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Some Fundamental
Present Crisis

Aspects of the
in Germany

{(This Is the second of two art-
cles on ihis subject. The Hrst ap-
peared in the Militant of April 1.

working class and the peasaulry ag
the practical base of the proletar-
inn dictatorship. The rejectlon of

11. the fundamental perapective meant,

All the elements of the objective
gituation favored the revolutionary
solution of the German crisis under
the leadership of the Communist
party., The c¢risis woas brought to
u bead by the ravages of the world
eronomic depression. The aocial
Jemocracy was becoming  locreas-
Ingly diseredited by the cellapse of
ali social  legislatbon—"practical”
reformism—in the country (the
stalinist leadership of the party
¢ven went to the fantastie extreme
of declaring the soclal democracy
cEpided as “social Fasclsts"-—iwin |
brothers of Faescism). The pro-
gress achleved by the Flve Iui.l'l
Plan was g powerfolly  vivid de-

in reality, also a rejection of the
peeligies Howing from it

By repudiating the parapective of
revolutionary realism the Stalinists

deprived the BSoviet  government

and the Communist International,

of which they had gained control,

of the posgibility of conducting a
consistent
with the proactical tasks. The uto-

policy  corresponding
planizm of their theory of social-
ism In one country predic#ted thelr
utterly barren strategy and tactice
In the problems which arose,

The perspective of the permanent
revolution conpled with the Lenin-
st evaluation of the imperialist
eppch as ong of secial convulsions,

monstration of the superlority of | wars and revolutions, signifed
planned sovlalist  econcmy  (the gtruggle. That is above all what
stlinists themselves even wedt| (he petty bourgeols wants to avold.

furtber with monstrous eZaggera-
tiong of the successes aod the pro-
clamation of the establishment of
i clasgless society within the pext
few years), What more could be
desired? Yet the Communist FParty
of Germany failed miserably in the
foce of the tasks and the possibil-
itles,

It is impossible to grasp lbhe ex-
tent of this failure and the respon-
wibility of the sStalinist factlon for
it withont considering the particd.
lar policy, pursued in the light of
fundamental perspectve. The bigh-
ly unrealistic policy of the ultimat-
ist united front from below was Dot
accldental, It flowed drectly from
the wihole zigzag course initiated by
the rise of the petly bourgeois cur-
rent of Stalinism within the Com-
munkt Inteenationul. It ja  this
basie perspective—or rather, lack
uf perspective—which prepared the
Germun cotastrophe amd it is for
that reason thut the disastrous pol-
jey in Germony can aod must be
gtigmatized ax a policy of betrayal,

Bolshevism grew and  developssd
In the struggle aguinst the tréach-
¢rous petly bourgeols ideology of
soclal democracy. lo this  strug-
gle it led the proletariat of Hussis
to victory and showed the working
clugs of the world the way, creat
fng for it the Communist Interna-
tional in the fire of combat, Stalin-
imm arose within  the Bolshevik
party and the Communist Interna-
tional as u reaction to Bolshevism,
fesding upon the fatigue of the So-
viet masses after the years of the
dtrengons elvil war apd upon the
temporary defeats of the West Bur-
ppean proletariat in the years ips
to 1928, It was in all respects &
hangover from the petty bourgeocls
jdeclogy of the pre-Bolshevik per-
ipd. stalin had as late as March
1917 held on to the ldea  that &t
is the tosk of the provisional (dem-
ocratic) government to “eonsolidate
the achievements” of the revolution
in which the musses wers the chief
actor. On the higher plane of the
situation created by the October
Revolution, Stalinism  reproduced
all the bosic defeats of the social
democracy—Iits national reformizmn,
ita short sightedness,

The German social democratic
bureaucracy, ralsed to power lu the
trade unlons and meas orgunias-
tions by the struggle of the work-
ing musses within the framework
of the bourgeols state, rejected the
Marxist perspective of the perman-
ent revolution even within the oar-
row bounds of thelr own country.
They rejected the prolorarian die
tatorship for the Welmar Republic.
Their busie motivation was the fear
for the preservation of their bu-
requccalic powers, the little posta
and positions which the peity bour-
geois luyer of the mevement had
attained to. In the end, thelr
shaky policy Inevitably caught
them within the trap of ita owo
logie-—and landed them in the lap
of Fascist peactien,

The Healinlst bureaueracy, radsed
top power within the Soviet state
by the October revolution s Do
more and oo less than this same
petly bourgenls bureawcracy  £e-
produced on a higher  historleal
stuge, The anziety for s owo
pelfi-pregervation and perpetuation
has also been its guldiog lioe It
fs along thiz lise that Stalioism
sturted on 8 career with an at-
tack upon the Marxian conception
of the permaneot revelution defend-
ed by L. I» Tortaky and the Hus-
sian Bolshevik-1eniniats, The
Htalin faction declared =& struggle
to the end agalost the permanent
revolution in 1923, “D'wo years la-
ter It broadened this breach with
Marxism by seliing up the thegry
of the posslbllity of establishing a
spclmlist sociely in & siogle country
—for all “practical” porposes, in
Hussia,

Within the framework of nation-
ol boundaries the pecspective of
the permanent revelutlon signifled
sleering o coucss toward the pro-
letarian dictatorship. Only the dle-
tatorsbip of the working class could
serve B8 g conclusive goarantes for
the completion of the democratic
revolution. Ow  the international
steng, created by the establishment
of the fret workers' republic, this
persptetive poloted out a  conrse
leading to the extension of the
Oeteber revolution to the rest of
the world. Only the victory of tha
proletarinn dictatorship in several
of the advanced capitalist coun-
trlea could assure the establish-
ment of 8 soclalist soclety in So-
vict Hussipg with all s economle
backwardnesa, This basle perspecs
tive called for & polley of intense
attentlon and active aid to the de-
velopment of the proletarian rev-
olutlonary movement in the cepl-
tallst world, in the first place,
Secondly, it called for an internal
policy of stremgthening the Soviet
regime by Increasing the share of
theé soclallst sector In BCONGIMy A0

The petty bourgeols Stalindst bu-
reauctacy prefererd to console it
gelf with the possibility of shut-
ting itself off from the rest of the
world, On the basls of the theory
of bullding a sociallst soclety with-
in the isolated Soviet state, Stalin-
ism proceeded to heap disaster up-
on the international proletariat.
The problém of the Chinese rev-
olution arpge. The task there was
posed s one of not throwing
Chiang HKai-Bhek (the nationsl
bourgeosisle) inte the arms of jim-
perialism, of not giving the imper-
ialists an cecasion for intervention
aganst HSoviet Russin where soclal-
ism gould be establlshed if forelgo
lutervention was forestalled, The
defenders of the permanent revolu-
tion, the Bolshevik-Leulnists polnt-
ed out that the problem was one
of strengthening the bonds between
the Chinese masses and the Soviet
Union, that the Ohioese: messes
cenld be won as fghting allies only
through the develupment of  the
prolefavian revdlution and the set-
Ling up of the proletarian dictator-
ghip.  That required the independ-
ece of the Chinese Communlst
Party and a course toward Soviets.
The Stoalin foction hod it WAY.
For the sake of not losing Chiang
Kal-8hek, it handed aver the Coms-
munist party toe the bourgeols puo
Min Tang—bag and hug'g:;e. ﬁu
result iz well known., Chiang Kal.
Bhek and the Chinese bourgeoialia
received all the Stalinist aid glea.
fully and in due time glaughtered
the vanguard of the working -
ex; made their peace with the Im-
perlali=ts and In 1929 came to the
brink of & war against the Soviet
Undon itself.

The problem of the Britlsh Gen-
eral Btrike and the movement that
preceded I8, 18 an equally illominat-
ing example of the perfod of out-
right opportunism that followed im.
mediately upon the heels off the
orientation roward “socialism in
one country™. The disasters of
the_ Chinese revolution and the
Eritlsh General Sirlke on a large
scale and all the lesser disasters
on A smaller seale as well as the
baukruptey of the opportunist Pl
ley within the Soviet Unlon itself—
the bloodless insurrection of the
kuluks in the spring of 1908 dnally
opened the eyves of the Stalinlst
empirickts—poshed the buresn.
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extreme Left.

Agaln it was a matter of szelf-
preservation. Soviet economy wWas
at an impasse. The tactics of the
“bloe of four elasses"” in China and
of the Anglo-Rusainn  Committeno
had only increased the isolation of
the U, 8, 8. H. and undérmlined the
basls of the boreancracy itself,
The zigzag to the ultra-Left which
initiated the famous “third perlod”
clearly reevaled the political char-
aeted of Stalinlsm as that of &
vacillating pureaunemtle Centrism,

It method appearcd cleatly a8
the method of emplriclam, of telel
and terror—lacking in all foreslght
and Irresponsible in ita  consequ-
ences.  Uhe polley of uwltlmatism,
of commands from above, was sub-

lat blocs. In place of the wunited
front with any one and every cne
and unier all conditions caome the
united front “from below only™,
The highest frult of this blind pol-
ley, which whs accompanied by a
Erowing dlainterestedncss in  the
progress of the international Com-
munist movement, was the debacle
of Janoary 1983 In Germany. The
failure of the German Comeunist
Party to lead the working class
agninst the PFasclst onslaoght, its
miserable disappearance from the
seepe, is the calmination polnt of
the whole headless course of Stal-
inlsm in the Communist Interna.
tionnl,

The collapse of the Communist
Party of Germany deprives the
Communist International of its one
grcat mass party and the Bovlet

The Bonapartist regime In Aus-
trla has registered some lmport-
ant advances o the past few
weeks, All 'of thesa are directed,
of course, agaiosi the soclal dem-
ocracy aa8 the organpized represén-
tative of the workers. The latter
iz showing ever lesy  inclination
toward serious resistance, restrict-
ing itself to baren protesta and
meiningléss gestures,

On Mareh 21, the Dollfuss gov-
ernment dissolved the Republican
“Schultzbund”, the socialist de-
fense organization, after more
than ten years of its exisicnce.
The “Schultzbund” hss grouped
around It the moest militent section
of the Awnstrian proletariat and has
always becn the coly resl bulwark
agulnst the ambitioss putschists
from the monarchist and Fusclst
camps. On the nlght when  the
dizsolution decree became known,
the working class masses of Vien-
na filled the thoronghfares in all
parts of the ecity with spontaneows
profest demonstrations and rallies,

The oficial reply of the social
demecracy was ool a mobilization
of its forces, embracing the vast
majority of the working closs and
consequently, of the entire ¥iennese
population ; it was o plea with the
Bonapartists to be  cautious, to
conglder the “consequences™ of
withdrawing the right of legal cx-
Istence from the “hands of those
who have been responsible for the
maintenance of loaw and order. In
the country up Lo the present.” Al
that the Oite Bauers could do was
to warn their masters ageinst the

eracy toward a sharp turn to the

“blind wrath of the messes” and

Scottsboro Marchon Wash.

(Continued from Page 1)

presentatives Lo provide tronsporta-
tion for them, 1 is mot & litkle
matter fo ask workers to suspend
their aetivities, pull wp their
stakes, =0 to speak, and march to
Washington at the risk of serlous
fighting with the palice and armed
forces of the state. Workers will
wsk: how are we to be fed, trans-
ported there and bock, and defend-
ed if attacked? The preparations
do not apswer these questions in
£ way to entoorage workers to
participate Inm the morch.

The Scottsboro Bill

One purpose of the march 8 to
present o Bl o Congress, This
bill, the Civil Rights Bil, provides
for the enforcement of the thie-
teenth, fourteenth amd  Afteenth
smendments to the 1. 3. Constitu-
tlon. This ralses the flght for the
democratie rights of the Negroes
ta o higher politleal plame 1t
draomatleally foouses sttentlon on
one of the burning problems of the
Amervican revolution, PBefore the
eves of the entire nation the Com-
munists will lead g march on the
citade]l of American Imperializm to
demand that capitalism declars it-
aelf openly on the question of those
provisiows in its constitution which
"gunrantes” to the Negro masses
politieal equality with the white
population.

Buch & march can acquire a
tremendous foree and signlficance
if it Iz o colminating polot im a
s movement,.  That iz the
weadkness of this march. It is pot
the highest wave in an organized
protest  movement. Preceding it
there have been no united front
conferences of working oloss or-
punizationa from coast to  coast:
There has been a burst of proteat
nguinsgt the IDecatur verdlet. This
= the basis for the organization of
i protest movement, bot it cannot
replace the protest movement It-
salf. And it is a fatal error to
iry, éven with the best and sincer-
eat of modives, to make it o sub-

stitute for an organized  protest
mavement,

But the march k3 projected. The
purty and the I. I: D, must bend
every offort to organize It and
rally the masses of workers be-

a3 to malintaln the alllancs of the

hlsd . Io the first Iostance this

meansg the organized workers. The
approach must be made to  the

trade unlons. Mo time muost  be
lost.
The 8. P., tha A. F. of L. and
the Negroes

The terrific pressure which the
party s bringing to bear om the
8, P. leadership over the Moopey
ard May Dy issues iz the dlrcet
result of fs tuen from the ulira
Laafbigt peolicy of the unlted front
fromb elow to one which comes
from below to one which comes
question. [f the party means it
serlousgly it will apply that press-
ure now on the A. F, of L. and 5,
P. bhoreaucracies to enter a unlted
front movement to get the Seolls-
boro hoys ount of jail,

Here Ia the weapon with which
to strike at the reactlonary resirie-
tions against Negroes In the A. F.
of L. unlons. Here I3 the weapon
with which to wsirike smashing
blows at the whole system of Jim
Crowlsm, Here js a1 means of
forging the unlty of the white and
Negro masses In struggle,

Groat opportunities lic before us.
To reallze them we must bend ev.
ery effort to organize the move-
ment and set the masses in motlon.
The key to the problem is the wni-
ted front. Coneretely now, that
meang the open approach to  the
B, I' and A. ¥. of [. for united
front conferences. “This the party
must do without delay, openly be-
fore the eyes of the workiug class,
No back door negotiations with the
Clarence Benlora! No hiding be-
hind Frank Palmers and Mustes!

In this work the Left Opposition
will do Its loyal best as it has
done for years in  the Mogney
movement, The delegation sent by
the Mew York Boanch of the
League to place ltself at the dis-
posal of the Scottsbore Action Com-
mittes for work In the movement
was asslgned the task of distribut-
Ing leaflets In Harlem calling on
the workers to attend a monster
Mooney-Scottsbore mass  mesting,
Our comraded are going on the
march to Washington. And every-
where the Left Opposition Is ead.
ing on the party to issue the call
for united front conferemees and
approach the 8. P. and A, F. of L.
to bulld the defense and protest
movement.

—T. STAMM.

stituted for the polley ofsopportun- !

Social Democracy Passive Before
Menace of Austrian Fascism

of the “Heimwchr

Union of its stropgest ally in the

capdtalist world. It 18 the last
ltéin in the balance sheet of ten
years of the rule of bureawcratic
Centrisam in the Commonist move-
ment. The course of Stalinism,
which began with the repudaton of
the concept of permanent reviu-
Hon, haos wound up in the most
frightful fsolation of the workers'
fatherland. The Heallndst burean-
cracy too, has been cought within
the trap of its own logle. It has
endangered the existence of the
Soviet Unlon from without and from
withim.

Hitler’'s Brown Shirts are on the
march, The alliaoee between the
workers and pegsants—ithe prac-
tical basis of Soviet economy and
the proletarian dictatorship—is be-
ing threatened by that same hesd-
less, un-Marxian course which has
led to diznster in Germany, by the
course of vacillating bureaucrstic|
Centrism. No time i3 to be lost. If
Communism, if the Soviet Union 1a
to live, Btalinism must be deatroy-
ed. Only the reestablshment of
the Marxian perspioctive of the pec-
manent revolution, only the retura
of its defenders—of L. I, Trotsky,
Rakovaky and the Bolshevik-Lenin.
ists—to their rightful posts  ecan
wid in cleansing the working class
vanguard of the petty bourgeols
poleon which had been paralyzing
it mnd clear the raad for the sffiec-
tive defense of the fortress of the
proletarian revolution and for a
new upsurge of the revolutlonargy
movement in the International,

—SAM GORDON,

te attempd fo convines them as to
hew mueh more to thelr advantage
it iz to leave the mosses under the
canstraining direciion of the 5. P
leaderahip,

To this servile whining, the so-
cial democracy added a touch of
puthetie hoemor. On Apreil 3, Kurl
Heltz, the soecial democratic mayor
of the clty and governor of the
provinee of Vienna, came out with
a pompond decree prosecibing the
*Helmwehre™, the legitimitiat | Has-
burgl Fasclast military organiza-
tlom, T.at =ome think that this
wans & serlons conpnfer-aetion and
a #ignul for active reslstance to
the forces of reaction, it must Do
cxpliined : The proseription of the
“Helmwehr” was merely o gesturs
of the 3. P leader. Itz “purpose™
=t point out the “injustice™ of
the Twmillfuss actlons and  fo de-
moiesl Fate the old secial democratic
principle of  “Gleichberschtigung™
—equanl righis. The “Heimwehr®
beders dn the  Vienna  Landiag
challienged the decrée and  oter-
polated the governor,  demanding
information sa to why he did not
alae diszolve the Nazi (Hitlerite)
military  organizations.  1ere s
Seltz"s reply in cxecrpta:

A dissolotion of the Nazl for-
mations is impossible according to
the coalition law. (The social dem-
ocriey will in no case break the
luw, though Dollfuss may tear il
inte  shreds), These formations
are net constituted in the form of
(Indepaaplent ) ansseciations (1)....
Yes, T have dissolved the ‘Heims-
withr'., Huot I did not for a moment
imaging that & formal decree of
dissolution of an assoclatlon would
mean auything in o practical sense
oo For, the men who serve the
ldens, continue to exist. .. (Needloss
to sy, this rhefgrle bad lts effect
anly on the social Jdemocrats, not
on the Fascists, who appealed
against thé governor to the Feder-
al government)....The first prioci-
ple muost at all tlhoes be; the prin-
ciple of equal rights for &ll....Foar
a neutral Ansiria...{3eilz geoes on
to explofin that the regctionary
parties can only lead either o
snbmizaion to Hitler-Germany or
Mussoling Ttaly)... Austria must
remuln the State and Vienna the
ity of that c¢lassical German cul-
tare, German civiligation, German
demperaey.™ {Eformy applauss
among the socinl democrats, ]

I'ractical result: the proscriptlom
was annaled
by the Dollfuss cablnet the very
next day, the proscription of the
“Schaltzbund” stands, The soclal
democracy  tried to counter with
the formation of inner-party “uah-
ere' porps'”. The Federal govern-
ment immediately proseribed these
and warned the lepders that such
organization would come under the
original ban, The Seltzes, Bauwers
and Daoneburgs now reply  with
ancdher feeble warnlog Watceh out,
only laat year the Hitler 8. A, on
gnnizationa were “dissolved” o
Germany—lLlook where they are
naw, It Ils with these sterile an-
dlogles and all kinds of sentiment-
al apneals to the past that the
leaders of Austor-Marxizm try to
cover up thele own “democratio”
bankruptey and helplessness. To
their own impatient workng class
fololwing they address themselves
with pleas for “dizeipline” aod
“moderation”. Before them  they
exemse  their  passivity—with a
frightened appeal to recognize whist
happened to the big German and
Linlinn soclal  demoeracies? The
case of the latter, It appears,
proves that it Is necessary to go
“slower". .,

There 15, no doabt, a substantial
ferment within the rankas of the
Austrian so¢ial democracy and in
the working class generally. The
strects ara still Alled with march-
ing proletacians, Will  this  fer-
ment result in the breakdown of
soclal demoeratic impotence and
the rlse of o new and frm vanguasd
that will be able to show the way
out In time? A skilfull ‘tsciic on
the part of the Communists conld
best assore this. It remains to be

geen whethér the latter have learn-

i anything from fourteen yearscrats, have rigged up a Manage-
of & vegelative existepce or pot. ment Committes for the Chlcago

Fascist Terror Rages Over Germany

Stifling All Workers' Organizations
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ism after the working clags defeat
of 1023, untll the completed pre-
paration of the road for Fascism,
But to this most be added the bit-
ter experience of the Commounist
parly, numerically the sirongest
outside of the Soviet Unlon, but
Hrallnlzed in every fibre of ifs bu-
regueratic apparatus, which hos
pow expericoced s August  the
Fourth. Though its leaders are
pow undergoing the most borrify-
ing tortures nevertheless this muost|
be sald out loud.

Workérs Under Bestial Tortunes

The Nagls are advancing through
streams of blood and tears. The
horrible tales which come from the
specially arrapged Fascist  (ortura
chambers almwest défy  deseription.
In thelr waked reality the actoal
events are much more hair-relsing
than the dribbling accounts would
indicate which nre smuggled oul
aoid find their way to  expression
ontgide of the German borders. 1
will attempt to relate o few exam-
ples ewllisd freon reports of eye-wit-
nezges, for obvious reasons ool gly-
ing names of the reporters, whose
veracity, however, nesd not in the
least e doubted. Our comrade re-
lates: “Im the Nawl barracks they
whip the Communists and break
thelr fingers in order to get from
them confessions and addoesses,

“In the MNazi barracks in  Hede
mansirasse there lay lo ope room
about 150 Communists wbo had
been tortured ontll they were half
dead. They were all undressed
and when they were naked had (o
run the gauntlet until they broke
down."”

In Spandang, near Berlin, almost
all Communlsta were arresied and
tken into the barraks to be tor-
tured. A woman comrade was tak-
en from her bed at night, taken
into the barracks to be horsewhip-
ped and thrown oo a  cellar.
When consclonsness returned she
notieed that she was not alone but
was surfounded by others groaning
or dying. Some are allowed to go
out wfter they bave been tortured:
others never see daylight agalo,

The “Kassemats” in Spandou 15
in old anfiquated prizon to which
most of the “bigger game™ s belng
brought. There are incarcerated
Thaelmann, Torgler, Pleck and
Koenen, among many other Com-
munists, But there are also such
victims a8 Tehman Russbilde, the
chalrman of the "Leagoe for eo-
ples Hights™, Whom the Fasclat,
symbolically It sems, put In chains,
leaving him unable to move for
duys at the time. An eye-wilness
relatea the boastly beatings that
were admiolstered to  Thaelmann
every night a0 that the onee robust
figute is pow bul a living corpse,
A special confesdion was demanded

from bhim o the form of o declorn-
tlon all made ready for him to at-
tacli  Dhis  signature. It waas Lo
prove among other thiogs that the
Comminlst party  had  orgoanized
terror groups to murder and  to

commonders of these groups. It
wis to prove that the C. P. was
supported by the Soviet govern-
ment, allegiog the manper in which
funds were turned over.

The significance of the attempted
direct connection of the Soviet gov-
ernment cannot be underestimated.
It 18 bt ome out of many simdlarc
pttempis, such as in the burning
of the [telchstag bullding and
others to atie wp a popoalar hatred
of the Soviet Union and pave the
road for intervention. There are
amoeng the Aamboyant declarations
of Goering the one proposing  to
carve out 4 bigger pleca of the
Ukraine for IPeland so that she
may object less to the return of
the Corridor to Fascist Germany.
In gencral the Fascist press con-
cerng iisell very studiopgly at the
present time with reports and esti-
mates of the dghting capacity of
the Hed Army.

But the gruesome torture tales
continue. Right along, corpses are
found throughout the Reich and
reported “killed by persons un-
Enown." Eye-wltnesses also relate
having scen victims in the Berlin
prison of the poliee presidiom
brought there from the Faseist bar-
racks with thelr eyes cut out or
with thelr teeth smashed by rifle
butis,  They tell of the unfortan-
ate prisopers being thrown om the
floor, trampled upen and Eieked in
the abdomen, It s the FPaseist
alorm troops who mlminister the
tortures, This became (oo much
even for some of the old hardened

Behppess in the Berlin Moabit police

station. About n dosen of them
protested and were  immediately
il snrned.

A vertain . P functionary, L.
Hamer, who had once been o Fase-
ist officer but remuined loyal to the
party had his legs so badly erush-
ed in the prison tortoees that it De-
came necessary later to  perform
an amputation. Btorm teoops went
to the home of Ruth Plscher, onoe
o party leader, and not Aodiog her
home, smashed all they could lay
their hands on and took her thir-
teen year old boy as a hostage,

It ig not only  the Communist
victims who suffer barbarie motila-
tions put sccinl democrats as well,
Karl Bockel, the editor of the
Chemnitzer Volksstimme was beat-
en to w pulp and died in the street.
However, the torture methods ap
plisl to the socialist member of
the Helchstag Sollman, (rom Saar-
bruecken, are of the kind which
put the notorions Spanish loguisi-
tion cuoticely e the shadow, A
Fascist storm treop broke Into his
home, destroyed all furnitare and
beat him  into  insensibility. To
bring bim back to conscionsness his
socks were torn off and a lighted
torch applicd to his fect. As  he
writhesl in pain one of the gang
threw mustard fnto his eyes saying:
“There is your black-red-and-geld
dirty pig, your national moastard
colors,”  After that they forced his

pilalge, giving names of alleged

S.P. Splits Mooney Fight
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s matter between the united [ront
conference and the 8. P, ot a mat-
ter Detween Mooncy and the 5. I
The Left Opposition protested
against this pessimistlc and capl-
tulationist attitude. We  moved
thut the Congress Organization
Committes fssue a leaflét to  the
8. P oand A. F. of L. workers caull-
fng on them to ralse the guestion
in their organizations and o de-
mand that their organidations par-
ticipate in the Chicage Cobgress.
The motion earricd uvanimously,
the Stalinisis voting for it

This was the same motien made
by us at the first session of the
Committee in March., At that time
the Stalinists exerted themeelves
to defeat opr propossl. The re-
gponsibility for the loss of time is
on their shoulders. The loss  of
pime acquires gréat signlficance In
view of the latest developments ln
the movement to free Mopoey. Ac-
cording to the New Leadar, the N.
E. . of the 8. I'. voted six to live
against participation in the Chle-
age Coonference. Thomas is quoted
as saying that the 3. P, must par-
tielpate because It cannot afford to
glve the appearance of blocking
unity. Thila reflects the préssure
on the 5. . leadership both from
without (Mooney and the C. P.)
and the penetration of this  Godle-
ence inte the soclalist movement
itself. ‘The enlire Chicago Yipsel
movement bos bad its charter re-
voked becanse of lts participation
in united fronts with the Common-
iats,

Had the party adopted a correct
approach o this aspect of the unl-
ted fromt problem, had It ap-
proached the 2 P, openly before
the eyes of the members of both
parties and the entite working
class, it could have incveased the
pressure on the 8. P. leadership,
foreed it o vobte favorably on- the
guestion of the partlcipation of
the B, I in fhe Chicago Conrgess
and aucceeded in broadening the
moverment,. The advantages to the
movement and Communlsm in the
united front are clearly indicated
and need not b diseussed gf this
peimit.

Hut Hathaway,
and Muste, having drawn
canls agalnst the B. P.

Atachel, Palmer
loging
buréau-

mounth open and urinated inko 1t

Congress which 18 enlenlated  to
wpitigate the disappointment of the
party members who still havd falth
in the infallible lue, On the Man-
agement Committee are included
sgpeh well known  soclolists 08
Professor Hobert Morss Lovett,
Professor Helnhold Nichohr and
Frans Dasicls !

The reoprts of the pessions of
the Congress Organization Commit-
tee apd the developments reported
fn the labsr and  eadical  press
have servied to illuminate the roles
of the 5. 1., the Stolloksts and the
“progressives” in the Mooney move-
ment.

The Lovesioneites have plaFed &
far smaller role.  All of it has becn
digruptivn and sabotage. The April
15 Gssue of the Workers Apa re-
ports that Ximmerman of the Love-
stome group was elected manager
of Faocal 22 of the I. L. G. W. 1.,
testimony to the influence of the
Lavestoneltes in Local 22

Ilow this Influence s excrted o
build the movement for Mooney's
relenee can be seen from the same
lsape of the paper. Under the re
vealing head, “Union  Iits N. X,
Mooney Moet”, the Workens Age
prinis o letter from the Loeal to
Mooney., The letter Informa Mooney
ithat the Eexcutive Committee of
the Local approved the action of
the Local's delegate (Nelson of the
Lovestone group) in withdrawliog
from ihe March 12 New York Uni-
tel E'ront Free Tom Moonegy (CGon-
forcnee,

The reazon  gpeaks  for  itself.
“From the report of oor delagar,ﬂgll
it i evident that the officlal Com-
munist pacty, which bas apparently
captured control of the Tom Mooney
Alolders Defense Committes, s
bent uwpon ronning the ‘show® for
its own aggrandizement, and is
determined—uonder  all  cirouwm.
stamces—not to permit a genuine
wnited front of all workers” organi-
gations, regardlass of thele political
or seeinl views™! !

As wd go to press delegates are
on their way to the Chicago Con-
gress from all parts of the coun-
itry. FPresent reporis indieate that
it wiil be a very latge gathering
with possibilitles which extend far
beyond the defense movement. And
Mooney is standing trial on the
last Indictment against bim. Bath
eventa will be reported In  the
fortheoming lssues of the Miliiant,

Finally his body was lterally drag-
ged aleng the streats In a parade
headed by music and when the
orgy was over, it was thrown into
a coal cellar,

Bome of the capitallst popera,
fearing that the terror may bring
Ling BOriGus répercurssions, at times
endeavor to soothe the palns a bit
by cxplaining this regular part of
the Fasclst system ps merely some
igolated excesses. That, however,
iz mot at all the viewpolnt in high
Faacist cireles, Goering made that
perfectly clear ju his speech at
Esgen, on March 10, where re said:
“I refuse to have the police appear
in the role of protectors of Jewlah
department stores. It is abopt time
to put o stop Lo every acoundrel
calling for police protection. When
you clalm that here or there peo-
ple hove been capiured and mal-
treated, one can only anawer that:

Where anyone planes, there the
shavings [ly."”
Yet there ls gome veldence of

“efforts™ to halt the “isolated ex-
ceazes™,  HRecently a eertaln  cele-
brated Berlin lady, & demimonde,
threw her fashlonable home open
to n blg blow out. The whole dip-
Iomatic corps was much in  evid-
ARELE, These gentlemeén wers
brought there by thelr private
chauffeurs and somehow a Nazl
dtorm troop considersd this a big
oceaslon and In order to keep in
trim, went to work battering some
of the poor chauffeurs to pulp, That
was obvioopsly an “excesa™ angd the
papers prompily enrried a warning
from Fascist bheadquarters.  After
that the American ambassador,
Sackett, could cable to his papera
at home that law and order pre.
vailg In Germany.

The Fascists themselves were aur-
prized at the ease and speed with
which their brutal onslaughts suc-
cevded In consolldating their posi-
tlon in power., That fact wo need
not doubt In the least., It is con-
firmed by events. The absence of
resistance from the workers in-
croased the tempo of the attacks to
a speed which In itsell became an
aver greater provocation. This
lnck of resistance only caused the
Fasists to be so much more mersi-
lesa, nol needing to foar anything
in thelr way. An army In open
retreat becomes an easier prey for
ithe enomy whose forpclty inorensed
with ench step In pursuit. And in
this case the tortures inflicted upon
the working class are an Integral
part of the Fasclst consolidation of
T,

In this there is a8 serlous lesson
to be learned by the working class
elgewhore who still cling to veform-
izt Musions or depend upon capl-
tallst democratic constitutions and
réemaln unprepared while the reac-
tion strengthens lts forces, Hvery
lesson of the German events should
be hammered home, never to ba
forgotten, They must pluy an im-
portant role in guiding the prepars-
tiong for the foture. For If (s a
certninty that this consolldation of
Fasclst power in Germany losug-
urates o new reactlomary period,
ne one can say for how long, buk
we ean slearly pereclve lta fateful
implications, It will oot at all be
what the Stalinistz copcelved of
their “third period” estimates, But
by its sharpened contradictions it
will nevertheless again become pre-
gnant with new revolutlonary pos-
sibilities.

The German proletarint was dlg-
armed by the lflusions which in-
evitably resulted from the perfidi-
o polley of Its social democratic
leadership. They, who became the
inheritors of the monarchy, allow.
el and themselves helped to pre-
pare for the counter-revolution to
comquer by atages. That s the
leszon cmbodled in their fule from
Noske through the bourgeols coall-
tlons, the emergency decrees of
Hruening, Papen and Schleicher to
Hitler, The German proletoriot
wis disarmed by the Stallnista
sabotage of every cortect mensure
of defensze. In this lies the sad
testimony te the seplouws weakness
of m revolutlonary party which
reats upon the fonndation of =
falze §deology and is paralyzed by
bureaugratic  incompetence. The
German proletariat failed to e
eeive the support from its internn-
tional basls—the Soviet Unlon apd
the Comintern, And it must bae
sald plainly that the gullt of the
catustrophie defegt suffered s nod
only to be lald at the doors of
those who were directly charged
wilh the leadership of the German
working class but must e traced
to the highest geat of Stallolsm io
the Comintern and the Communisg
party of the Soviet Union. Its de-
parture from the poad of Internm-
tional revelutionary policy marke
the moest serlons rétreat for tha
world movement which is fraoght
with sinister Implications for the
future. One may rest assured thak
the Fascist enemy will endeavor to
pursne its gains relentlesaly. Ite
miszion of destroying the Gorman
working eclass arganlzations 1s nok
finally completed so long the Soviet
Unlom remains a bulwark.

With frlghtful aceuracy the Left
Opposition warnings of the course
of events have come troe, They
were glven correctly and In  tima
because they rested upon the basis
of & Marxian analysis, But they
were not heeded. It Is  on this
basis also that we have long ago
sounded the alarm in regard ta
the clurse which will be purgued
in the next stage. That s the one
in which the Fagelst spearhend,
already pointing Bastward, will be
concentrated wupon the efforts to
destroy the workers” repablic. But
the Stalinist  polley—ithe  retreat
from revolutionary ioternationalism
—lz alzo disarming the proletarian
futherland. Tis defense can be
dieciared only through the mest lm-
placable struggle agalnst Stalinism,

—T. STANM,

—ARNE EWABECK.
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