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An Interview with Leon Trotsky

{(We are glad to print the follow-
ing interview glven in Prinkipo by
Leon Trotsky to comrade B, J.
Field in connection with an article
published several months ago by
& bourgecis apologist for the Stal-
inlst regime As  the interview
desls with questions of more than
passing interest, it retains all ite
valus s an exposition of the Bol-
ghovik-Leninist standpoint on gues-
tions in dispute In the Communist
moverngnt,—Ed. §

LENIN AND SOCIALISM
IN ONE COUNTREY

In the guéstion of the wnited
front as well as in all the broad
guestions of révolutlonary sirategy
and tectics, the Left Oppositlon re-
gards [tself as conliouing the au-
thentic Bolshervik line, as against
the efforts of the Stalinist faction
bo revise It In un empirical and
borepueratic manner.

This sense of the contiouity of
the revelutiopary traditlon runsg
clearly through the answers which
Trotsky gave Lo the writer's ques-
tions on the issues of principle
which Mr. Fischer, following the
Atalinists, takes for granted a9
having been declded against Trot-
sky's vlews.

Here aré his apswers:

Question: “‘Lenin and all his
followers weore convioced at that
time (in 1917) thoat omly o revola-
tlon abroad could seave them from
certaln doom. .. . They did nolt hope
to survive unless revolutions in
Europe and Asis weshened exter-
nal hostility and gave Hed Russla
a breathing space for omoestic
entrenchment’, says Mr. Flscher,
Was Lenin speaking only in a lm-
midiate military and  political
sense of saviog Hussin from defeat
and subjugatbon, or Jdid he have in
mind the¢ whole perspective of
Russia'a developing on its own soll
through the dictatorship of the
proletariat to the ultimale Com-
munist goal?"

Trotsky—"That afirmation of
Mr. Fischer's, like a series of
others, proves his lack of famil-
iarity with the theory and the
history of Bolshevism, In 1027
there was not a aingle DBolshevik
who considered possible the reall-
gatlon of a acclalist seclely in &
slngle ¢ountry, and least of all in
Russia. In the appendizx Lo iy
‘Hiatory of the Russino ‘Hevolu-
tlon' 1 glve & detalled aod decu-
mented study of the ideas of the
Bolshevik party on the October
reévolution. This stody, 1 hpeiz,
will make it impossible in the fu-
ture to mscribe to Lenin (he Cheory
of Soclallsm In o single couniry.
Here I wilil limit mysclf to a sio-
Ele quotation, which in my opin-
lon has a declslve charmeter, Lenin
died Inm  Janwary, 1824: three
months later Stalin expounded in
writing Lenin's concéption of the
proletarlan revolutlon, I
word for word: °....to overthrow
the power of ithe bourgeolsie and
to establish the power of the pro-
letariat In one country, still doees
not slgnify the rall victory of So-
clallsm. The maio task of Soclal-
ism—the orgamization of Socialist
production—remalng still In the
future. Is ¥ possible to fulfill fhis
task, & it possible to achieve the
definite vietory of Soclalism in one
ponmiry without the combned ef-
forts of the proletarlans of several
advanced countries? No, if s im-
posaibla, For the overthrow of the
bourgeoisie, the eforts of ooe
country are suficlent—for this we
bave the testlmony of the bistory
of our revelulion. For the defind-
tive victory of Hoclallam, f[or fha
organkation of Soelalist produe-
tlon, Che efloris of one eountry, es-

of a peasant country like
fure insufficient—Lfor (hat
are required the efforts of the pro-
letarions of several advanced coun-

trleg....' Stalln closes the ez-
position of these ideas with the
wirds, "Such are in general the

characteristle fealures of Lenin's
conception of the proletarian rev-
olotion® {Problems of Leninlsm,
emphasis mine).

“Only in the Fall of 1924 dld
Bitalin discover that It is  especi-
ally Russla, as distloguished from
other countries, which can by fis
own forees build up a soclalist
poctety. ... After . having estab.
lished its power anmd sssomed the
lendership of the peasantry’, he
wrote In a new edition of the =nme
work, ‘the victerlous proletariatb
can and must bulld up soclalist
poclety.! Can and must! The pro-
clamation of this new concepdion
is closed by the same words, "Such
are in general the characteristic
Beatures of Lenin's conceplion of
the proletarian revolotion’. In the
course of a slngle year Stalin os-
crived to Lenin two directly op-
poged conceptions of the funda-
mental question of socialism, The
first wersion representa the real
traditlon of the party; the second
took shape iIn Stalin's mind only
after the death of Leuin, in  the
courss of (he atroggle agalnst
“Trotakylsm"."

Caestion: "Iz there reagon Lo De-
lieve that the world revolution, or
A serlea of social upheavals on the
Eurazlan contlnent, ‘ceazed to e
an immediate possibility” by 15217

Answer: “What shall we eall an
Yamediate possibility’? In 1923
the situation In Germany was pro-
tonndly revolutionary, but what
was lacking for a vietorlous rev-
alutlon wasg 4 pofrect strategy. At
that time, I wrote a stody aboot
this questlon, “The Lessons of
Oetober', which served as a pre-
text for my selimination from the
government. In 182527 ihe rev-
olutlon In China was destroyed by
the false revolutlonary steatogy of
the Stalinist faction. To this last
guestion I consecrate my ook, ‘Tro-
hlemas of the Chinese Revolution®
(lssued by the Pioneer Publishers,
MNew York, 1932). It is8 quite
clear that the CGerman and Chi-
nese revolutlons in case of viclory
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Europe and Asis, wied perbaps of
the whole world, Onee again, bhe
who lgnores the problems of rev-
vlutionory steategy would do bet-
tor nuet Lo tmlk abont revolutlons
at all.”

Questlon: “Ix it trge that “a
revalution germinates only in na-
thonal seil, that it decs pot re-
gult frem imported meney or pam-
plilets or agitators, and ithat the
caplinlists will do more thano the
Communksts to undermine capital-
ismty"  Is it true that ‘by ils wery
pxistom a  traly  Soviet, Degr-
soclalist  system. .. .muost  furtbher
i cawse of revolution in other
countrie=’, ond that ‘a stroog Ho-
elalist Soviet TUnjonm ig the most
effective stimulus to world revolg-
fiow'¥"

Answer: “The siulements guoted
in this guestion  comtradiet  each
glher. Thalt ithe existence of e
Hovict Union oz an international
revolutienary significamse I8 8 com-
monilace cgually  recognlzed by
friemls und foox, In zplte of the
exlatence of the Soviet Union, bow-
prer, the  proletarian  revolution
tlurimg Llie paist years had oot re-
coridied o victory jn any olhcP coun-
Ly, Toe Meussha itself the pooletar-
fat comguered in spite of the fact
that there was ne Soviet State In
exlstence at the time elsewhore,
Fur Lhe viclory are necessary, not
only cortuin objective  conditions,
Internal A= well as external, but
aleg cevialn  sobjeetive  factors—
ihiz I'mrty, the leadership, the sira-
tegy. Uur differpees wilh Stalio
are enlipely of o strategical char-
acter,  Suflice il fo say 1hat Il we
bind  corvied throogh, in 1017, e
poliey of Stalin, the Soviel State
would not be o existence Leday.
It is thersfore not froe Lhat the
migre pxistence of Lhe Sovict Unlon
is capalle of assuring the victory
of the revolution o other coun-
irles, But it s also false that the
revolution ripens and comes (o Jde-
velopment only in the pational soll.
Cihefwise what purpose 15 served
by the Communist  International ¥

Question: “Granting that a cap-
itolist evonomy, Lthe more highly it
ig developed, Lbecomnes the more de-
pendent on other coanlries, s I
b brme of the Soviet Union, be-
camse It iy developing  towarnd a
Soclalist cconomy ¥

ency or ‘antarchy’ is the ideal of
Hitler, not of Marx and Lenin
soclallst economy cannot  reject
the huge advantages of the world
division of labor: on the conlrary,
it will earry it to the highest de-
velopment. But in practise, it s
not & guestion of the future social-
ist socicty, with an esfablished in-
ternal eqguilibrivm, tut of the
glven techmically and culturally
backward country which In  the
interests of industrialization and
colletivization jg forced (o export
as much ay possible in order to
import as much as possible”

Question: “Ia it troe that the
theory of the permanent revolu-
tien, which is the platform on
which you have fought Stalin since
124, wos ‘Born in o Ume of Hol-
ghevist mental depression’ caused
by "o sevies of fallures bolh at
home and abroad, oF does this
theory represent o consistent line
found in all your ‘political writ-
ings and actions afier 1003—Mr.
Fizchor makes both statemonts™.

Answer: "The theory of the per-
manent  eevolutlon, in  contradic-
tign to the theory of socialilsm in
oie country, was recognized by
the entire Bolshevik party during
the peried from 1917 (o 1923, Only
the  defent off the proletariat in
Germany in 1023 gave the declziva
push to the ereation of Stalin's
theory of nationnl socialism: the
downward ecorve of the revolution
gave rise to Stalinfsm, not to the
theory of the permanept revolution,
which was frst formulated by me
in 18K, This theory is not boand
te a definite calendar of revolu-
tlonary events; it only reveals the
workl-wide Interdependence of 1he
revolutionary proeess,

Ouetion : “The  statement s
npadde that “rolsky would hot have
neglectil Hoviet oo industry any
mure than Stublin would ignore the
usefuliess of (he Third Interna-
tional®, Ik youw ogree with  the
coneluzion that ‘there are oo whibes
amd biacks In this pletore. It 14
o  malter  of  proportion and
sheule" "

Amswer: “Huech gn afirmation 1s
possible only beecouse of lack  of
familinrity with the history of the
sirugele beliween the Stalinist fac-
tlon and the Jaoft Oppostion. The
imitintive of the Five Year Plan
and of the aceeierated collectiviza-
thon belongs entirely to the Left
Opposltion, in wunipterrupied and
“hirp sirmggles with the Stalinisis.
Not having the possibllity of oe-

Answer:  “Nutlonal  self-suficl-
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able minimum uml paid in credit
tickets, There are today hundreds
of large Tamiliey elos=e Lo starvo-
tion o il loerget.  “The reforest-
tation comps are  being  recrobted
Froan wmong  Dlese new  pedeiving
rizlief,

Homeless Still Homeless

What becoines, Lthen, of the home.
besy nd dhe wandering? There was
g preat agitafien before the clee
tlong about  them, The Heripps
Ilvwirgd syndicnte, Tor cxomple, -
Limated that SO0 of themnm roam
the country., The January censog)
of the Committee on Care of the
Translent and Homeless  showed
1 A2h M) homeless and tramsiesd
people in the Untled States, of
whory S(ELNMY are youths, Boys and
girlz, nnakle to gu to school, un-
phie tu el o job, o burden Lo their
poverty-stricken fomily, join the
ranks of mlgrant youil in a futile
seurch for work in other cliies. A
restless tlde B moving across the
Unitel States, hiteh-hiking, walk-
ing, riding the freights, begglog,
stealing, living as they ean. They
wire Lrenbed os troditional hoboes—
u might in jail, a meal of beans
and ¢offes amd twenty-four howrs to
el onk of town,  They are clubbed
by rullway detcctives and hobnob
with petly cFiminals in  jail. The
ool citizens demand  government
action to reliove the muonloipalit-
b, Hemething bod to e doene for
the Amerioan “beg prizorni”. So,
the Dlemocrats feevidly promised,
if clected, to toke care of them
abad, AL e swme  thme,  Hberal
and progressive srowps clamoer for
Pl reforestation of land denuded
by Ml lwmber and paper ioterests
b il Deyday or rugged {ndividu-
alizm,  An lileal chaines (o kill Lwo
bieds with owe stowe, aud do it
chenp! Conservation and  Unom-
ployment  Helief, However, they
are in this dilesoma: Elther they
nae conservalion fonds for muni-
cigati relicf, n whelh case they do
ot reach  the  wanderer; or, jf
they recrnit the latter, then con-
servabion funds cannot e ollocat-
ed to city relief. Ameriea’s home-
bews youth is lost In the shuffle
of the “New Deal®.

What abwnt the dignity and bon-
or of henest toil, ask the army
men?  Ihe men get $6.00 8 month
for doing the work of regular for-
eaters, IE ix exploftation in the
erulest sense,  I6 i3 humiliating to
Ehe pwraon and degeaiding te the
clags, Out West they call  this
racket “gyp labor™ Ao it 18 well
named.  Investigeiors of the Pub-
lie Wellnre use ceonomic pr e
on familics to gef their “guota™ of
Boys Inte cnmmp. One reallzes the
bitter irony of this  sitontlon:
Workers ®voluntese for thelr =lx
months" enlizsiment,

With the brazen self-interest of
the business men they have cons
verted o twenty million doller re-
forestalfon fund into & new gcheme
for pauperizing workers and creat-
ing the hazls for nulienal conscript
| HTTSH “Citimenz  Conservation
Corps” mneansz homan cannon  fod-
der trained with funds intended for
unemployment  rellef. The Ilem-
ocratic party in power, llke Ita

would bhave changed the face of

of the erisls by still forther ex-
ploiting ond degrading the working
claxs, Aguinst this the American
waorker cun amd will orgeni=ze o
struggle.

1. Full time wages for forcatry
waorkers !

2. Mo victimizalion of those who
refuse conservarlon enlistment!

d. Abalish  the  rellef “dedoce-
tHons™ syslem !

4. Organize within
for better conditions !

. 'ayment of City
& 1E] [

.

the camps

Itelicf  in
[rempdoyment  [nsuranes:,
—UARL COWT.

The Chicago May Day

Conference

Chieago.—The Communist party
in Chicagoe concloded another wvest-
pocket united front for May Day.
The unlted froot from below, then
the middle and every once in o
while from behind, has driven the
ety with ts back to the wall,

John Willlamson made the key-
note address. He peloted out that
the call was senl Lo the Sociallst
party and A, F. of I. organiza-
tinns eulllng upon them to unite
for gne May Day demonstration. In
his specch he at last realized that
Germany ix the most  important
couniry in ithe Internationnl situa-
tion. After apeaking for some time
oo the partys enll for & united
front with all organizations, he
slarted to call the 5, 1", and Al
. of L. sorlol-Fagcists, ete. Such
ignorance! According to your (Wil
liamsons) own definition of social-
Pasofsm, It iz the greatest danger,
Now, If thot s nwe, why do you
call for & united front with them
~with their organizations?

The Y. I 8. L. sent a letter stat-
ing that it wasz willing to COoper-
ate, bul that jt could not send any
delegates untll the Connty Com-
mittes of the 5. P, approved of
their action. The Socialist party
stalled for time by telephoniog and
delaying meeting  after  meeting,
talled to establish joint proposal
for action,

Y, woe know that the 3. P. lead-
era arc afraid of a voited front
for they have much to lose. We
must foree them foto actlon! ! Ouat
with jt! Admit that the tactics of
nnited frout from below  were
wrong and that yvou have made a
turn {the E. . C. 1. Manifesto).
Otherwi=e the 3. P, workers are
confused 0z to whethier you want
lo unite without thelr organiza-
tions or a genuine united front
Aanid sweh econfosion thelr leaders
cen continne to mialead thom, as
one delegate said, ‘On Monday you
call the socimlist workers soclal-
Fascists, and on Tuesday you ex-
prect them to unite with youn*

Dtlegates of the Communist
Leagwe  of  Amerien (Opposition)
anl Communist Party (Opposition)
wore nominated for the committes
of Action, Gebert fried o the
same old way to suggest that only
mass organizations be represented.

Republican predecessor, to rise ouat,

—IBVING BERN.

THE MILITANT

torienl researches, I will Umit my-
aelf to n single Ulustration, The
Duleprostroy  is  considered  with
right as the highest achlevement
of Soviet industrialsation. Yot
Stalin and his followers, [Yoros-
hiloy, Molotov, aund others) a few
montiy before the beginniog of the
work woere decided opponents  of
ihe Lmbeprostrey plan, 1 guole
from the stenpgraphle report the
words spoken by Stalin in April,
1927, in the Mennm of the Central
Commitles of the party against
myself as chairmon of the Doie-
prostroy  commission. There I8
talk....of ounr constrecting Dnie-
pro#iroy through our owh  Meang,
The mepns nesded ave great, Sev-
oral huwdred millions.  Let us pot
gt into the position of the pea-
sant who, alter accumualaling a
negt-egy, instead of repalring his
oungh apd renswing his  equip-
ment, buys o gramaphoe and gots
bankrapt." (Lavghter) *Can  we
fgnore (he declslons of the Darly
Congriss that our industrial plars
must be aldapted to oor resoorces?
YL eomraile Trotaky openly
lgnores that decision of the Cou-
gress”  (Htenographic neles of the
Plenum, e 1100
“Simultanconsly the Left Opposi-
terimy in thie esurse of several years
carrled om & =troggle against the
Hrplinistg in faver of collectivizo-
tion, Only  when ihe  Eulak e
fusy] to deliver grain to the Btate
dild Stalin, under the jressure of
the Left  Opposition, aocompdish
a sharp furn. Being the empicie
ist that he iy, he movel o the
oppesite exireme, and sel as 0 task
fur iwe or three ¥ears the collee-
tivlzation of all the prasantry, Lhe
Biaguidation of the kulaks a3 a
class, and the comprossion of Lhe
Five Year Plan inte four years,
The Laft Opposition declared that
the new lempo of industrializotion
were above our forces, and  that
ihe liguidatien of the kulaks as a
clas=- in the coorse of three years
was a  fantmstle task. 1 one
wishes fo say =0, we find ourselves
thiz time ‘liess radieal” than the
Etaliniists, Revolutionary realism
fries to drow Che maximom advien-
tage froon overy situwiion—that is
what makes it revolutlonary—but
ab the surme Gioee (0 does Dok pers
mit uwz to scei oursclves fantastic

aims—that I3 what makes it real-
it e,
Ounestion: “If we aceept  the

views that the pelicy of Stalin bas
a purely cmpivical character, is de-
termined by the cireumstances of
ihe moment ood b incapable of
wieeing far ahead, how can we ex-
plain the wlctory of Sialin's fae-
tich over the Leff Opposition?*
Armggwer: "Above, [ emphasized
i significanee of sevolutlonary
strategy,  Mere 1 most coime back
t Bl decisive impostance of ob-
Jective conditions.  Without & eor-
rect strategy the viclory i85 Impes-
silele. But cven the most  ecorrect
strategy cannot glve the victory
wnider mufavorable objdetive ecomdi-
tions, The revolution has ils own
laws: in the perbod of lis cnlming.

tlon L pushes the most highly dej .

vieloped, determined and far-secing
etratum of the revelutionary class
to the most advanced positions. Yet
the proletariat bas not only a van-
guard, but alse a reargoacd, and
besides the proletarist there aro
the peasantry and the boreaoeracy.
No one revolullon up to now hoes
brought all that woas expected of
it by ithe masszes. Henpe the in-
evitabllity of a cortain Jdisillusion-
ment, of a lowerng of the netivity
of the wabguard, and consegquently,
of the growing importonce of ihe
reargunnd,  Stalin's  faction has
ralsed jraelf on the wave of reac-
tion agailnst the October revelo-
tion. Look hek at history—those
who puided the revelotion in the

time of its culmivation never kept which lends support to such il
thelr leading positions long after sivnk, Yot this s what

the turning point. In France, the

beader of Jacobinism perlshed on|©early understood.  The

the guilloting; with us, the change
of leadership was achieved by
means of arrest and banishment,
The technigue of the prooess is

gentler, but ilg cssence iz the
same."

CQuestion: “Ilow do you recon-
cile your criticism of the Soviet
Union in the eapitalist press with
your revolulionary sympathies? 1s
it troe Ehat vou are ‘Ir:rnjng‘ the
ihinking youth away from Rnos-
sla’, ‘offering encmics of the Soviet
reégime (he best possible arguments
and material’, amd giving ‘ex-radi-

cals and near-Conmunists an ex.
cuse [or maligning Moscow  ood
abstaining from  pardleipat jon in

revelutionary acton'y" '

Answer: “The Sovet Htate does
mot necd either Hiosions or camon-
flage, It ecan  cladm  only  that
world suthoerlty which is conflrm-
o by the facts, The cloarer and

deeper the public opinlon of  the
warld, inm” the first insianee the
opinion of the working masses,

will understand the comtrodictions
and the difficultles of the socinlist
development of an f=olated country,
the higher will it appreciate (he
results  achleved. The less it
identifies the fundamental methods
of Bocinlism with the zigzags and
errots of the Soviet bureasucracy,
the Iless will be the danger that,
by the inevitalle revolatlon of
these arrors omd of thele consequ-
ences, Lhe snthority, net onoly of
the present roling group, but of
the workers' State it=elf, may de-
cling. The Soviet Union nDeeds
thinking and eritieal friends, such
as are capable not only of sing-
ing hymns in the hours of sog-
eess, but of not shrinking in the
hour of defeat and danger. Joor-
nalizts of the type of Filscher ae-
rcomplish a  progressive  work in
defending the Hoviet Union  from
calumnies, malicious Inventona and
projudices. Bot  these gentlemen
overstep the lmits of thelr mission
when they attempt to glve us les.
wons of dovotion o the Soviet
Alate. If we [ear to speak of dan-
gera, we ghall never conguer them,
If we elose our eyes to the dack
gides of the workers' State which
we have helped to create, we shall
never reach soclalism.™

l"l‘lur,'r e hummmering on all

Austria
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most ill-Fated, degrading aod ruiv.
s for the proletariab is to bank
npann fhe ep-operation of the imper-
jalist zovernments of the countries|
surrounmling Austria.

Fven if we were Lo allow  that
Pecan=e of the traditional flabhbl-
mess of all Apstelan parties as well
e Bepenmsc of the inluence of ex-
ternal and temporary causes | Lhe)
pressnre of Franee and of the Bit-
th: Entente; the apprehension  of
the 1litlerites po push matters to
Pl el just now ) —allowing ik,
thee enlmination even in this case
waortlil ture ool te be postpounsd by
meittis of some Kind of a  moth-
ealen Ausirian Honagariist com-
promise=——pud & postpouncmeént of
ihis Kind could have an exiremely
nnreliable and a very {cempoerary
cluracter. The process thus check-
il would burst out in the cowrse
aal the next few months o  even
wietks with a redoubled foret and
ut u teonfold temgo. To bolld bt
policles upon checks, mosguerades,
the phestering wp of  cracks, and
ety poligicnl pweatorivms  wonld
mean for the proletariat te extend
more e for Che =800 wesk Aus-
irinn Fascism in which to achieve
it muorderows  mlsbon.

“THE STRUGGLE FOR
DEMIMEACY™

Mt Mateer conlines him=ell . to
vapld mornlizmtions on the sobjeet
of the “saperlorities™ of Dowrgeois
democraey  over Faseist  dictabor-
ship, As If the strogghe i3 taking
|I'|II1:|I1. Peotween Lwa sclusoly of gtute
lawa! Fugels aptly remarked, thiet
every state = redocilib: (o armed
ledachments of men with the ma-
leerinl sippeemcligges te tle paduwre of
Jaile, ete. AL preseml  this “es-
somce’ of the stnbe has been eom-
pletely revealed in Ansirla, The
Eﬂliﬂiﬂl stenggle which hois  Qevels
uped i the course of o nomber of
yeara umpon Ll boxes of demeeraey
B B puashoed  fosh owp agabost
the claxhes between aemed detael-
menl=. It b= necessnry to call Lhls
fact by its owme, clearly amd pre-
cisely, anid to draw Trom it all the
neersnty practicnl conclusions.

Twstend of this, (he Sostrinn 2o-
cial democraey  demaeds an admbs-
sion o onr parl tlat the stroggle
s being careied  on for  dewm-
oerney”.  As §f the gnestion Jjes
im this at preseot ! IL goes wilhe-
ol =aying that we are nol resdy
to muike any ooncessicns whalso-
evier o e Anstro-Marslsis as re

gurds the theore ool oned hiztorical
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tlenl o elifforenl verdict would have
P ohbmbned bisd not the Commnn-
fat Parly entered e cose——
L Feeds that the anly remaining
hapie for the boys i o remove from
the already sverwhelming  prejod-
jees which militate awninst  them
the pdditionnl barden of Commuan-
fam" BE clled for the organiac-
thonn of o “mew addefense  commities

Thae eaipritailist pres= and (he M.
A A 0 P oand all the other
ngencies of eapitalisin are working
overiime 1o counteract the sponl-
aneouy mass prolest that g8 arising
wgalnst this  monsirous verdict.
K=y =
Ueer therme of justiee, That is their
Tunetion fn eapitalist soclely.

But it iy no part of Lhe I L, IS
rele or policy Lo comluct a course

it has
W want vur criticlsm to be
fight wf
the I. L. Ik from i(he first day of
ity courageons cntry into (his cass
b been  an duspicing  struggle
ngainkt zoane ul the Tl
reactionary praciizse of a predotory
wcatplbilist Benth, It has beld ploft
thes Banner of mass sirozgle on be-
half of wine inneceol Megro olass
brod her= i e faoe of a reign of
terror, It Mt the spark which
kindled o Blusze of protest oo fouar
cantinents, It took @ long  step
forward on the roesd (o the unity
of the white and black workers by
showing the black workers  1hal
white workeors were  leading  Lthe
airnugle in whiclh they were vital-
Iy Towodvid,

Bul seme Hme la=t summer the
[, Lo Db alliovoesd the mmsss movenant
here to lag,  Following the  deel
shog of the United Stales Supreme
Comrt 5t did nething (o erganize the
workers” inte g gigantle protest
mavement bebind it legal dofense,
IE olid mot call the anited fromt eon-
foronees to set the workers o
el fone,

listend B made the misinke of
riding {he wave of protest. And it
retalnel as e ehicf defenze 1ow-
Yer, o nolorious gaugster  Inwyer,
4 Democrat, o patriof,  Moreover,
it allowed him o attuck (he Come
munist party in the eapitallst pross
withomt reply. It allowed him to
Fepwait his altacks oo the  nass
nuwvemenl which had saved  (he
boys from the electrie chair wilh
ont muking any public reply.

Waorse han ihis, it allowed
Lichowits to dictate the lipe of
the defense, It permitted him to
confine the defense to legal lines
esentinlly. It permiited him to
orider a Notlonal Stedents' Leagne
delegation out of town, It e rmit-
fed him to say in the capitalist
press that he wonld not tolerate
any demonstrations by radieal gl
Comimumnist organizations,

The eapitalists took paing to give
the impresslon of o fair frial It
chose an “abjective”™ jurist to fry
the ease,  Llorton was careful (o
aveld any appenvance of | hoatiliny
te the defepse.  The nnguestionntdy
favored the profecution in his den-
ials of motions for mistrials mot-
Ivated om the outrageus  specches

done.

of the proseculion, But he made
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is Next in

Bonapartism and Fascism
In the Austrian Crisis

e i e e i e e, i i il

appralsal of  dewocracy. And o
fact, i dewecracy wos lndeed Tois-
v above the social regioe that en-
gondered Bt 0f it wos judeed cap-
ablis of reconstractiog bourgeals
soviety inte socialist sociely, then
it should buve reveabed all its qual-
itivs frgt of all in Austria, where
il constitution wuas cfented by Lhe
sovial democraey, where the  pro-
leturint comprises  the  decisive
foree o the natbon, wsud the secisl
demorriey represents the  decisive
force in the proletariat. And cuvo-
curpently, what Austrin js  lviog
through demonstfutes o action
thut demeeracy b5 Desh of the flesh
of capitalism, aud decomposes with
i, The Auvsirian crlsls is the ex-
preggivn of the decoy of democracy.
The genileoen of democracy need
exppct no other appraisal on our
part,

However, we  ooderstaopnd only
too well, oo the sther hand, that
Thesredical disgoosis aleos % albe-
gethier Insallicient for the purpose
of soppluoting demoeracy with L
Hoviel regime. The matter touches
Lhe living copschousuess of o class,
Ir im glee course of a joint atreggle
agnbist Fascists (he muejority of
thi: proletariat  soderstunds e
nmeend for Soviel dictatorship, there
will lw: po stopping the Commun-
futsw,  Eut ”. IIEHIFI.LII: il Lhoe DeSSodis
L reeeived, the macjrity of Lhe
wirrhers, even after the smashing
of thee forees of counter-revelution,
decides b repuail  oiee  more e
experiment of {ormuol  demscracy,
tleeenn flee Comumonbsts wWill Lae ovin-
pcblal b fuke fo ihe ssmwe ground,
in e gulise of an opposition,

Tobay, al uny rate, the over-
whelming mmajurlty  of Ausirian
workers follows the soclal  dem-
vernla This means (hat there can-
il ewven e tulk of revolobtionary
divcdulorship ag  an  actual task.
What b oon Qlpe agends I.-l.rd!_'p' I not
Ll nmbithesiz of bourgeols and So-
viel democracy but the antithesis
of bourgesis democrocy and Fase-
igfe.  We accuse the Austro-Marx-
I<tx nol of fAghting for demoeracy
bt of md Hghting for it

Cupitalism reserds o Fascism not
il of eaprice but because b s
driven inlo an impasse.  If soclal
ilemoeraey §= capable only of crll-
riwing, gromiding, curbing, (hreat-
eoing, and biding thne but Iz In-
vaguilble of taking inle s baods

The §co§s£oro Case

it pesiledie for the entire capitalist
priss by lund bim to e skies, And
Fivlowilz—ut the copelusien of the
trigl—Licbowits, wecording to  the
Mew York Tlimes: 1 walked tw
1he bench and grasped Judge Hor
fun’s  Joond. Tl judge shoek 0t
wurmly., Mr, Liebowits, whe had
upilertaken the defunse of the pen-
nilexs Negro withoot o e,  was
trembling. He sald: ‘1 am tukiog
lbuck to New York with me a pie-
lure of one of the fonest jurisis 1
ave ever met.” "™ Mro Lbebowiis,
W 1. 3o Lb chief defemse luwyer
bats ke lis L o oortgee the -
shomg of the masses lo the class
inslinntionys of capitalizm,

Thas 0. e 10 bats not yed ulbered
u worll of oriticism of this gross
perversion of s principles. Un the
coulrury it is pluying up ils whibe
clisphant. It permils Liciwwits Lo
e Baelbesd s & hero.

Bt if the 1. 1. L» is silent about
ity hero it went oot of 1ty way to
atbick  the Left  Opposition, ©Om
April T, Patterson, Nutional Secret
ary of Lhe I I. Lk, fired & broad-
side mgninst the Mibltant in  the
Daily Worker. The Militant of
Maureh 25 warneld the garly aod the
I T 1b, that it was muking a mis-
tuke In ollowing Ldebowile to die-
tate the line o the Seottabonn
Coume. 10 snid: “Ie (Licbowits) is
geiting a free hund to attock that
defense from o plutform given him
by the I. L. 1), He aitacks the
mikE #iroggle which has savesd Lhe
Seoltsboro boys  four  Hmes—.
When one considers these facts in
relation to the egually regrettable
Buet that the moss movemeut hos
died down In recent weeks olmost
to the vanistibng poinot, it bBeging Lo
losk wig though the I T. 1. wers
tectering on the brink of a rotben
?ndlclnnnmua (Mece of  opporinn
wim."

The vendict, the events  leading
up b 1L and pavticularly the role
of Ldcbowitz and the erimingsl =il-
cnee of the [ L. 1), about him cone-
firm the analysis of the Militant
upe b the hilt. Patterson roshes to
Livhowitx's defonse. “The Militznt
=hurls 8 bowquet of slander aod
invieetive at the 1 T. 13 Decawse of
its utllzation of the services of 5.
Liebowilz, prominent snttormey in
thi: Bcotisbors Case” Ho! And:
“Mr, Liebowlilz is esrrying out the
line of the I. T. In in the court
riam i this particnlar case"™ Me.
LAchowits clisied his appeal o the
Jury by intoning the Lord's Prayer!
“Ie was ol asked fo nor could be
cogageil in the politles]l defense of
the accnsml, but hizs legal defonse
ig peditieal I, Therve 18 more  of
the same. And  now, IPatterson,
aml, with him, the whole I. L. 1D,
1% silent.

Eut if "atterson 15 sllent one of
bls mastéra has a word to my, In
the Daily Worker of April 12, there
appeears m note from  Foster  ta
Htachel. Foster says: “That state-
ment of Tdebowltz was tragle, en-
ioraing the chief lyncher, Horton
and  econdemaning  the  southern
masges indizerimately ss  morons,
Inmtern-Juwed, e,  ele,  These
statements will be used against us
in the gigantic struggle ahead, both
in the courts and smong the mass.
ef. Hurely our party slalementa

Order

e Fute of seciety, when the muai-
ter touches the life and desth of
e mation sl of ils culture, then
thias party, which represents obae-
half of the pailon becomes  §iself
(b ipstrument of soclal  decom-
positon Bnd compels the exploitisg
classes o aeek salvation from Fuase-
immm.

Applylng the aocient juxtaposl-
fien of Ermmmattongssirategie and
Niederwerlungssirategie, the strat-
vy o exbuustion, and the siralegy
of assanllt, one is compellod o zay
thatl the strategy  of  exhaustion,
which woas appldicabde after o fush-
fon In certain situations, is impossi-
ble of applicuten tday wWhen there
reqmatis polling for capilalism vx-
cept gtrategy of assault, he reform-
ist strategy is exbousting at preseot
nol the cluss coemy bot e own
camp.  The policies of Otle Bauer
and Co. lead fatally to the victory
of the Fasclsts, impoziug least
sieritices wml dilicultios apon them,
il the greatest smeciliced and iy
[ortunes upon the proleturviaf.

THE AUSTRO-MARXISTS ARE
CHLOROFORMING THE
FROLETARIAT

Irespite the veperience of  Lialy
und Germany, U leaders of Aus-
trivn sociul-democracy do mol un-
derstand the situation.  In  order
to live and breathe, these  people
musl fool themselves. This  (hey
cunnul do otherwise (han by fouol-
ing the prodetariot,

iuer places the blamee for  the
defeat o Gerinany o the Com-
munists, We are sot the eoes Lo
defemd  Gurman  Sulinists! Buog
Lheir chief erbiue consisia o Uheir
baving given the soclsl demoersts
the possibility of preserving  their
i wpwae Ehe deisie part of the
taerman proletarint and of loading
upen it the tactle of debaging aod
Fatal capitulation, despite all  the
erimes and betrayuls committed by

the mociul demeermey. In gssenon
Bauer's policies are: oo diferent
from the policies of Wl S i -

fer.  HBut there v o distisction
Baver will be wnable o shifl (he
responsibdlity npon (e Austrian
Stalinists who bave muanaged o
doom themselves te complete fm-
putences,  The Austrinn social dom-
orracy s onot only  the  Jeading
party of e preoleiarint  but it s
Ehir slvomgest, us regunils the JHrpaLL-
latlon, sowcinl demoocratic party iw
the world, The politieul T -
bility lies upon the Austrlan social
democracy, solely and entively.  All

the more latal will prove to  be
the conssyuences of  §s priEEnL
elicies,

The Austro-Marxists say—TI§ we
ure deprived of lberty, then  we
shall Hght to “the cwl™ Ity soch
subterfuge they want 1w “galn”
Lime for their vacillafions, when
in r_etli'r,- Ehizy sre losing 1w most
precions tiow for (the  preparation
of defeise,  After the vipciny e
prives them of lberty, it will be
o hondred times more dificult Lo
Hght, for the Hgoidution of rights
will be accompanicd Ly  military
and  police destroction of the pro-
letarlan pross and (e praletarkan
apparatus.  The eneiy  prepores
and uwcta while the social  dem-
orracy bdes its tlme and whines,
The Vorwserts also ropented times
innnanrerable : “Woee (o Fasclan, it
it ventures ggninest us™ The evenis
have demonstrated (e value of
such rhetoric. The party  which
proved incapable of giving  battle
wWhen it beld fw its bands  ulmost
impregouble positivug wnd poweriil
resonreas Will erombile Inte Qust
when §t fx competedy oxpsellod Trom
Els gl argnn,

(T Be Couthaed

READD AND SUBSCRIBE
TO THE MILITANT

whil dispsseclate us  from  that
lruxh sind put all these matters in
thelr true light,” Against whom is
this directed? Buwrely not against
. We warned agalnst it in time.

Whether the party sod the I L.

Ir. will disassociate themselves
from this trash remains to

be
seen,. We hope they will. And the
sooner the better, Muech Ume bas

been lost and muoch demage done.
The first step to repair it is to
repidinte  Livbowliz's statements
winl tell him tw confine himself to
the purely legnl aspecta of the
S,

But that fs  not- enough. The
central und most immediate task is
Lo organize the protest movement
af the workers.  If that is not done
the protest movement will find
other leaders and be directed into
reformist  chaunels. There are
signs of this already, Upon e
celving mews of the verdict the
A::mtemnm News, a petty bourgeols
Negro newspaper in Harlem, began
a petition campaign against  the
death senténce. Plans are already
under way to organlze a march
from all parts of the couniry on
Washington to protest the verdiet

The party says that the stragile
must rise to a higher atage, But it
fias not given the sigual to crganize
it. This it must do without delay.
The mosses are burning with =&
sense of outrage, They are aager
to  fight. They seek leadership.
Only the Communist parly can give
correct leaderahip apd directlon o
the struggle and save the move-
ment from belog  diveried TV
channels harmless (o (e e -

imlz, That is s iluly i ihe ait.
malfion.

Call the united front conferenecs !
Organdze the protest movement, of
the workers! st {liele

irl g -
thon mount to the skiex! United,
Lhey cuan smash f e Hord Pl

frame-up!  The

Hevdlabore boya
ghall oot dlet g

T, STAMM.




