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Leon Trotsky: The Tragedy of the German Proletariat

[Continmed from Fage 1)

treat from the theoretical oom-
mandments of Stalinism. Chips and
fragments of ideas and principles
are thrown out along the road like
g0 mudh ballast

The conditlons for the united
front put by the Comintern for all
the couniries (committees of ac-
tien against Fasclsm, dJdemonsied-
tiona and swrikes agalnst wage re-
duoctions) present nothing new, on
ithe contrary, they are the schema-
ticlzed and bureavcratized repro-
ductlon of the slogans that the
Left Opposition formulated much
more clearly and concretely two
and a hall years ago and for which
it was registered in the camp of
gocial-Fascism, The united froot
on such bases could yleld declsive
results io Germany; but for that
end 1f should have been carrled out
in time. Time i3 an Important
factor In politics.

What i8 therefore the practical
value mow of the proposals of the
Executive? For Germany, ib i3 al
a minimum. The poliey of the
pnited front assumes o “froot”,
that js, stable positions and a cen-
trallzed leadership. The Left Op-
poaltion put forth the conditions
for the united front as conditions
for an active deienss with the per-
gpective of passing over 1o the
offenaive. Now, the German pro-
letariat bas reached the state of
a disorderly retreat, without even
rearguard battles. In this sitoa-
tlon, voluntary unions of Commun-
igt and socinl democratic workers
may and will be realized for vari-

menee to commit all the opportun-
fut treason which they attributed Lo
s only yesterday, This time too
the prediction hus been  realized
lverally.

In making a dizzying swing to-
wards the positions of the united
front, the Executive tramples upon
the fundamental guarantecs which
alone can nssure s revolothonary
content to_the poliey of the united
front. The Stalinisis take into con-
slderation aml accept the hypo-
critlen]l and diplomatic claims of
the reformists to a socalled “mu-
tunl non-aggression”.  Breaking
with all the traditions of Marxism
and of Bolahevizm, they recom-
mend to the Communlst parties, in
e the gnlted front is reallzed, to
“ghundon all attacks againgt the
soelal  democratic organizations
during the joint action' That's
just what it says: To abandon all
mitaeks (1) wpon the social dem-
ocrney (what a shamefol form-
pla!) means to gbandon the free-
dom of political criticism, (hat is,
the principal fonetion of the rev-
olutionary party.

The capitulation §s engendered
it by practical necessity but by
the panicky state of mind. The
reflormists come and will come to
an aErecment to the extent that
the pressure of events and  the
pressure of the masses force them
te, The demand for “non-aggres-
gien™ ix Bloekemall, that is, an at-
tempt of the reformist leaders to
exiort an anxilary advaniage. To

submit te Llackmall means to bulld

up the unlted front upon rotten
foundations and to glvwe the re-
formist business men the possibil-
ity of blowlog it uwp under some
arbitrary pretext or another.

Criticlsm in general, all the mora
wo under the conditlons of the uni-
ted front, should obvipusly corre-
gpond to the real relationships and
preserve the necessary proporticns,
The absurditles about “soclal-
Fasclam'" must be refuted: It I8 &
coneesslon not to the social dem-
ocracy but to Marzism, It Is oot
for the treachery of 1818 but for
its evil work in 1833 that the ally
must be criticized. But eritelsm,
like political life itself, of which
eriticism §a the wolee, cannot be
halted for an hoor. If what the
Communists disclose corresponds Lo
the reality, they =erve the porposes
of the mnfted froot, pushing for-
ward the provilsiomal ally and,
what [ more Important, giving a
revolutionary  educakion i the
whole proletariat. To abandon this
funilamental duty s the first stage
in that criminal and shameful pol-
fey which Stalin folsted upon the
Chineze Commuonists with regard
to thie Koo Min Tang,

Matters stand no belter win re-
gard to the second guarantee, Hay-
ing denounced ecritlelam of the so-
il democracy, the Stalinist ap-
pratus does oot even think of giv-
ing the right of ctitlclem to tho
members of t3 own party. The
turn Mself §s cffected, as is the
custom, after the manner of a buo-

gle national congress, mo interna-
tionak congress, nor even o plenum
of the Exccutive, no preparation
in the press of the party, no an-
alysis of the policy of the past,
Angd there is noihing astounding in
this: at the very Hrst steps in a
digeuszsion in the party, each think-
ing worker would ask the function-
aries: why have the Bolsbevik-
Leninists been cxpelled from  all
the seetlons and why are they sab-
jected In the USEK to arresis, to
deportation and to firing squads?
Iz it only beeause they dig deeper
and se¢  further? The Stalinist
bureaucFacy cannot parmit such a
conclusion. It iz capable of mo
matter what fop or turn, but 1o
present iftsell honcstly before the
workers, to face the Bolshevik-
Leninists—that's something It coan-
not and does not dare to do. Thus,
in the stroggle for its own pro-
gervation, the apparatus  depreci-
ates its new turn by  undermining
in audvance the condfldence in I not
only of the soclal democratic work-
ers but also of the Commuanisis,
The paldicaiion of the manifesto
of the Fxecative is aecompanicd by
yieb another clfeumstance, extrpne-
ous To the guestihon we are  ax-
amining, but which throws an ex-
ceedingly glaring light on the pre-
sent position of the C. I and on
the attitude of the leading Stalin-
it group towards it In Pravda
of March 6, the manifesto {8 pub-
lished not as o direct and open ap-
peal of the Execotive of the Com-

reapcratie revelation. Not a  slo-

intern sitoated in Moscow—as was

always the case—but as the {rans-
latlon of a document from LUHa-
manite, transmitted from Pars by
the tolegraphic agency Tass. AWhat
i stuphd and humillating ruse! Af-
ter oll the suecesses, after the real-
fzation of the frst Five Year Plan,
after the “disappearance of the
classes™, after “the eniry inkto so-
clulism', the Sialinist buresgucracy

no longer dares Lo publish  in itﬂ]

own mwme Che manifesto of  Lhe
Hxeoutive of the Communizt Inter-

pallonal—that's how it feels itself

o the internotional arena.

The manifesto s not the sole
reply o the initintive of the Scc-
ond International. Throuwgh the in-
termediary of paper organizations
==the revolutivoary trade union
oppesitions (I8, G O.) of Germany
and DPoland, the Anii-Faselst alll-
ance and the socalled Italian Gen-
pral Confederation of Labor, the
Communist International s eon-
venlng for the month of April a
“Ian-Eoropean Workers”  Antl-
Fascigi Congress”, The list  of
those Invited, as Is proper, is con-
fused and vast: factorles  (they
say loctories"”, although by the
eMorts of Slalin-Losgovsky the Com-
munists bave been ousted  from
practically ull the factories in the
waorlid b, local labor organizations,
revolulionary, reformist, Catholle,
Delomging to a party or nol, sports,
anti-Fascist awd peasant  organiza-
tlons,  Amd more: “We wish also
fo invwite all those individuals who
are really fghting for the cause of
fhe workers,” Having  oomprom-

ised for o lopg time the cause of
fhi: muszes, the strategists appeal
to the “indlviduals”, to those her-
mits who bave found no place in
(her runks of the messes bul who,
Just the same, “are really Sghtiog
for the cawse of the workers—
Barbusse aond Geseral BSchoenalch
will omee morfe b mobillzed . to
sove Europe from Hitler,

Here we have & 2 ready-made
Hiretto for one of those charlatan-
esgue preseutations with which the
Htalinisis wre in the habit of mask-
ing thelr impotence. What bas
the Amsterdum blpe of the Ceont-
risty mod the pacifists accomplished
in the siruggle against the aggres-
gion of the Japanese baodits
China? Motbing, Ougt of respect
for Stalinist “peatrality™, the pacd-
fists have not even lssued a mani-
festo of protest,.  Now a new edl-
tlon of the Amsterdam Congress
s being prepared, nol agalnat war
but against Fasciem. What  will
the antl-Fasclet oe of vacated
“fuctories" apd impotent “iodivi-
duals" do¥ Nothing., LIt wswill is
suc w hollow manifesto, if, as a
malter of fact, things go this tlme
as Tar ‘as the holding of & Con-
gross. The tendency towards  in-
dividuals has two faces: opportun-
istic amd adventurist. The Hussian
Hocial Hevolotionists in the old
days extended the Hight hand to
the liberals and beld & bomb in the
Lafl haml ‘T'he pxperlence of the
last fem ¥ears pitesis that after
every greab tragic defeat provoked
or Bl lenst aggrovated by the pol-

ous eplsodic tasks, but the 3¥8-
tematie realization of the united
front 1s inezorebly thrust back for
an Indeterminate future. ‘There
must be no Musions on this score.

About fifteen moptbhs age, WwWe
wrote that the key to the bitua-
tlon 18 in the hands of the CGer-
man Communist Party. The Stal-
inlst bureavcracy bhas now lost this
key out of its hands. Great evenls
sutalde of the will of the party
will be necessary Lo give the work-
¢rg the possibility of drawing up
ghort, of fortifying themselves, of
rebuilding their ranks and of pass-
fng over to an actlve defensive.
When this will occur, we have
oo way of knowing with precision.
Perhaps moch quicker than the
trivmphant counter - revolution
hopés. But in any case, it is not
those who issued the manifesto of
the Executive who will direct the
policy of the united fromt in Ger-
many.

If the centray positlon has sur-
rendered, one must fortify oneself
fn the appropehes, one mMust pre-
pare points of support for the fu-
tore offensive. “'his  preparation
gignifies, inside of Germany, the
critical elarification of the past,
gupport to the vigorous spirt of the
vanguard of the militants, their re-
gegembly, the orgunization of rear-
guard combats wherever it =
possible waiting meanwbille for thi
moment when the varlous fghting
groups will draw together into &
great army. This preparation sig-
nifies at the same time the defense
of the proletarlan positions in the
oguntrles closely connected with
Germany, or located right near it:
in Austria, In Czechoslovakia, In
Poland, In the Baltic countries, In
Scandinavia, In Belglum, in  Hol-
land, in France and in Switzerland.
Fasclast Germany must be sur-
rounded by a powerfol clrele  of
proletarian fortiications. ‘Without
for an instant ceasing the attempts
to halt the disorderly retreat of
fhe CGerman workers, It is peces-
sary forthwith to create fortified
proletarian positions around  the
frontlers of Germany for the strug-
gle against Fasclsm.

In the first rank comes Austria,
which ls lmmedlately threatened
by the Fascist cataclysm. One can
sy with certitude that i the Aus-
trf;.u proletariat were to  Seize
power now and  transform its
country Into & revolutionary bat-
tleground, Austrin would become
for the revolution of the German
proletariat what Pledmont was for
the revolutlon of the Itallan boor-
geolsle. It capnot  Dbe predicted
how far the Austrian proletariat,
pushed forward by the events but
paralyzed by the reformist bureau-
cracy, will advaoce along this
road. The task of Communism Is
to help the events against Austro-
Marxlsm. The policy of the united
froht ls one of the means. The
conditions which the manifesto of
the Executlve takes over so tard-
fly from the Left Opposition thus
retaln all thelr force.

However, the pollcy of the unl-
tad front embraces within itself
mot only advantages but I:lm dan-
gera. It easlly gives birth to com-
binatlona hntgmu leaders behind
the back of the massed, to & pas
glve adaptation to the ally, to op-
portanist vacillations. This dapger
cannot be warded off save under
the condition of two express gudr-
antees: the malntenance of foll
*reedom of criticlam of the ally
md the recstablishment of the Tull
‘repdom of criticlsm within  the
ranks of one’s own party. To re
fase to criticize ooe’s allles leads
directly and immediately to capl-
tulation to reformism. The policy
of the poited fromt without party
democracy, that ls, without the
pontrol of the apperstus by the

, leaves the leaders a free
hand for the opportunist experl-
ence which supplement the adven-
turist experiences.

How has the Executlve acted in
this case? Dosens of times khe

Laft Opposition predicted that un-
der the blows of events, the Stal-
inists will be compelled (o recoll
from thelr ull-l‘ﬂ*l'.-ﬂft‘bﬂl?h and :llllt:,

themsalves on (he road o
- com-reaucracy, envrmensly etrengihen-

the united front, they will

The Crisis in German Communism

Contlnued from last issos

Within these general workers'
prganizations the Communizis have
played thelr role; but the *“third
perlod” policy shows ita disastrous
results, The Stalinist party lead-
era, with the inauguration of this
“peried”, began to interpret  its
aim of winning the workers to
Communist leadeeship not by maln-
taining lix activities within those
mueEs organizetlons amd in  this
manner winning them over, but by
splitting away the Lelt wing and
the Commuonist opposition to Torm
their own =mall organizations o
every  field. It resualied, even
though not always in new organi-
gations at least in every case in
an exodus of all Communist ele-
ments. MHival trade unlons  were
formed the . @, 0.}, rival free-
ihinkers, foothall ciubs, anglers®
clubs, ete. But the overwhelming
majority of the workers remainoed
in the soflal democratic organiza-
tlons and by anod large alse onder
thelr lleclegy aml leadership, The
new  oppositlon organization vege-
tated in an isolated and sectarion
existence

Stalinist Leaders Prevented
Trend Toward Communism

The Stalinist leaders, caught in
the vige of their own policy, counld
pot  tolerate eriticism; they mode
a boreavcratic earfepture of  the
eorrect principles of centralizntion
aml  dizipline. The membership
within these rival organizations
were deprived of all rights of seri-
ous discussion and particlpation o
decigions. They c¢ould Dot fnd
themselyves at home In thess orf-
ganizations which were stripped
of thelr funcilom and stagnated.
The party boreascracy became
most strongly expressed in the
struggle apguinst critlclsm of and
oppogition to Its false policles. For
example, Schulz would become am
Oppostionist. He would be expef
lewl from the party. Next the de-
mand would be made for his con-
demnotion and expulaion from all
other organlzations under party
direction, from the RGO, from s
freethinker society, from 18 chess
players' clobs, anglers’ clobs, ete,
Huch a method could only belp to
glicnate the workers [rom  Come-
munism and bencfit the treacher-
ous social democratie chicfa.

Thesae are only sone of the ex-
amples of the Stalinist methology
considerad apart from the general
strategy, by which the party lead-
ars gonghl In their way to prepare
the proletariat for its present fate-
ful zltuation. In no wise could It
varrespond to the rhythm of work-
ing chiss developments. While the
German workers went through a
period of radicalization culminot-
ing in the great strike wave ax-
tending throughout Germany dur-
ing the Jatter part of last year,
In mamy instances forcing the trade
unkon  bureauncrats into the Oght,
the disastrouns and eriminal Stal-
iniat. party keadership policy and
the independent Erade unlon sects
cauld only sefve as 4 brake upon
the gencral movement. The aoclal
democratic leaders, despite all
their sell-culs were not dislodged
feom their positions but had thelr
authority rednforeed. For  the
workers there was no other cholce
tlaen to remain within their fold.

In this szensze the Stallnlst Cen-
irisan circnmvented the constantly
grfowing working class trend o
ward Communism, That sympsthy
for Communism Inereased, 05
proved by the warions parllament-
ary clectlons wheee the party, with
certain temporary  relreats, con-
tinged io record galns, not at all
commensnrale with the Nazl gains,
but gning nevertheless. Omne  can
say that electlon after clectlon
strengthensd the party victories in
the fleld. But not so in  nctoal
atruggle or In trade union and
working class contact within the
industries, Deaplte the parlia-
mentary election victorles the party
could noet lead in stroggle against
the constantly growing Fasclst re-
aection. It remained paralysed and
powerless, Hy ita  poliey  aond
methods the  Staliniat  leaders
eayed the soclal democratle bu

The Alternatives in the;
Decisive Class Battles

il il e i e i il b b . i

el Fascism and serfously weak-
el the Communist yanguard,

Apnin and again the solld hold
which the seeinl democracy  has
npein the workers in the industries
hias Deen proved. Moast recently in
the Detrichsracte  (faclory coun-
¢ilp eledtions in the Berlin mun-
fvipal elegirie and gas works held
Murch first. (e may say  that
workers cmployed by a municipol-
iy tend to conservatlsm but ney-
ertheless the rvesults are  lHlumin-
nling.

In the gas works 3518  wvoles
were connted, of which the social-
ista recelved 2362, Communisis
1,75, and Na=lz 161. The Com-
munists lost the absolute majority
which they bad formerly  beld
bere. Im the wlectirical works
428 votes were east, of  which
the soclalists oblained po less (han
3034, the Communists 166, and the
Nzl B

Within the clerical staf of the
municipal gas and the electrie
works the council electlons  gave
the following results. In the gas
sevtion out of o total of 2044 voles
ek, the socializis obtaiped 1,151,
the Nazl 413, and & neutral mod-
erate ticket 408, There was oo
Communist ticket. Among the
clerleal ataff of the electrical see-
tion out of & total of 20547 voles
the secialisis polled 1,916, the
Nazla 443, amd the Communists
135, In all four eclectiopns there
wos a 90 perecnt participation.

Here §a again telling proof of
workers [ollowing the social dem-
coratle leaders and not at all con-
sldering themselves partnera in the
same ¢amp with the hated w Nazi.
(On the contrary. It provea that
the workers are holding fast to
the socialist party jost at  the
perlm] of its severs persecutlon by
the Fascizts and their campalgn
for the Hitler parliomentary the-
ket. Buot it alsa  gives telling
proof of the weakoess of the Com-
munist party among the workers
in the indostries. All in all, how-
ever, it 18 one more excellent
reason for a genuine united froot
between the (0. ' and the SP. That
is yet the key question, No other
way exists to defemd the German
working class, lts rights and its
organizations against the murder-
ons onmarch of the brown batal-
lHons than through a united work-
img class,

Soclallst Bureamcrals and
Bialnists Pariners in Betrayal

The social democratic leaders
complacently accept the Hitler
ILieichatag election vietory, They

stk solace In thelr own stalement
that, “Germany Iz mnot Italy™,
meaning thereby that Hitler cannot
accomplish the destruction of work-
ing class wrought by Mussolink
While this iz true in the sense
thut Hitler faces a far mora pow-
erfnl working class, & potentlally
far stronger antagonist than did
Mussolini, wet the Welp, - Braon
and Heverlng gentry repeat the
treason of thelr Italian fraternity.
They have sacteeded in maintain-
ing thelr party intact but they
continue to sabotnge all stroggle.
They therchy keep the rodd open
for Hitler.

But we have songht in vain nlso
for any sign of struggle Initiated
by the Hiallnist parviy lepdership,
Ry their own eourse  they have
arrived at n sitnation where the
party Iz unable to fight, where it
is being” shottéered and wiped out
by the frst bheavy blows of Fase-
ign In power. The party leaders
parasphrased the soclal democrats,
They sald: “The diference e
tween Mossolilni and  ITitler s
basteally that the latter haz no
economic conjuncture ahead of
him". Troe as thiz iz in its ab-
stract sense, when substituted for
measures of struggle it becomes
cntively false. The economic cob-
Joncturea alene will not
Hitler. For that i reguired a
unlted working class, nrlented, or-
ganized and prepared for soch a

defeat k

huge task. Im that the party

leadership  failed
even [ike the initial steps for
working class  defenze.  Theroby
it algo luid the road opem  for
Iitler to smash the workers' or-

completely to

ganizalions begluning  with -~ the
party itself. The cxtent of  its
destrneiion s ilustrated by the
ane cxnmple among many  others

of an impurtant fupctionarles’ con-
ferenee cialled in the Huhe reglon
by special courier [rom the Central
Ummmiiios, 1t was colled shortly
lefore the  elections  and  slxiy
funciionnries were o participale,
Of this numler only five showed
np.

The sad troth is that today, at
the time of this writing, the party
wiileh should fonetion as the pro-
lelarinn vangnard exisia no longer.
[tz press, s meetiogs ang all its
prblic mefivities are  completely
prohilbdtel.  Bob It lssoes oo leaf-
lets, it glves no leadership what-
pevier, fts own lenders are  either
wnder avrest or fugitives, s heod-
fquarters ave lnken over by the pol-
lee, s puelei are disorganized and
a  frightful demoralization  hoas
geized ils membership. The party
Is betryed by its Stalinist leader-
ghip, it Is saerifbced by an incom-
petent burcsuerasy, the  strongth
of its nummlkers faded toe the vanish-
ing point beeausze it meant nothing
when associated with oo atterly
fulse ideology, false perspectives
and pollctes. Tolay Iz belng e
corded in Germapy and with fwte-
ful conseguences to the working
class throughout the world ihe
greatest erime of Stalinismm.

What s becoming of the Com-
intorn?  Undermined and  almost
raduced to lmpotenee by s con-
trolling Stalinlst clique it has like-
wige fmiled to fanctoin and to show
the way. When foehle attemmpla in
regard to the German  situation
were made by it they were made
upon o false road. What will be
itg future if the Faselstz finally
congiver in Germany? This gues-
tion cmbodies sach serions  conse-
quéncea that it 1s difienlt to fully
contemplate today. One thing is
certain, We see now the eclipse
of Btalinism in Germany and per-
haps in the whole Comintorn. Buat
g far more secloos aspect of the
present situation s the guestion of
the sclipse of the Cominbern ftself,
if not af the Hoviet Union, The
Stalindst reglme has long ago re-
dueced the Comintern to an  ap
pendix purely of the intercats of
its own bureancratie cligne in the
Boviet Union. What will the de-
struction of strongest Comintern
party putside of the” Boviet Union,
the only fnss parly ouiside of the
Soviet Union mean? The mere
practical nspect of ihis guestion
rollea  up  coormons  diflewities.
Through the Gorman party were
maintained the zolid contacts with
the prolelariat of -the western
world despite the white terror rule
of Poland and the Baltic states in
belween, Germany being added to
that lron ring of Fasclat and semi-
Fasciat dictatorships practically
destroys  this  contact. The
Atalinizt regime will coneeateale
yet more purely within the Soviet
Unlon in an attempt to give life
to its repclionary utoplam theory
of soclalism in one eountry. It
will pay even less attention to the
Comintern than before. Hence its
ulterly «riminal complacency in
e of the mortal donger thteat-
colng the world proletartat  And
what of the political comsegoence
of the degtroction of the strongest
party exigting within a capltalist
eountry? Will that not menn al-
most a denth blow to the Comin-
tern additionally weakened by the
effects of a defeat of such gigantic
cinasguences a8 4 defeat o Ger-
many (oday ¥

Fall of Stallnism
Rise of Left Opposition

These, of gourse, are conziderp-
tivns arrived at on the basis of
the forfous onmarch of German
Fagseism capturing one strong posi-
tion after another and already
having eliminated Its main oppon-
ent—the Communist party. They
must yet take Into account the
poazibllities which despite all still
exlats of the German working class

vt belng able to rally in time the
powerful resources lying dormaent
within its ronks, Dot it is neces-
gary Lo be preparad Tor Lthe worsl
vurinnt, For such possibilities, how-
avier, the gurty of sl linh=m will no
the party of Stalinism  will  no
longer give (e nitkative or lead-
crshipe. Now therg remains as the
rovolutlonary hoge only the Inter-
nadiens]l  LafL Uppesltion, It is
teue that compared to the giaont
taxzk our ranks are still extreme-
Iy feeble, Bt the Tt Opposition
poesesses the fivst and mosst impors-
tant rerveguizites, We possess e
whegpon of o Morsian approeoach, ol
Maprxian somalysls sond of o Mavxian
program.  OF  Lealy  mouomenial
imporiancse s =aeh o wenpon -
day.

It wasz by virtue of this that (he

Tasth @dpyposhtbon fn Lk past, fuacing
il Failuces of Stalinism, cowld
show the correet road. When the
Comifelern, hamstrnug by the Stalin
roeshe, filed in this Qeclkive sit-
mation te give leaderskip or even
to spesk te the woerld proletaviat,
e Duderoatioomel Lefl  Opposition
bzan serionsly te solidify s ranks
fnn e Isternationul conferenes held
veeenitly.  Dlelegntes from eleven
differont  cowntries purrticipeted
anmd begon b oo small meazure to
prepart our organizsiion for s
groat tasks] When viewed in con-
tradistinetlon to the silenee amd
Tailure of the Stalinist Comintorn
one must say that in  that fact
ilonee lhes o enormons importanes,
Tl was a signal Lor e Dew
epech wilch are now enterlng. A
signal for the falllug of Stelinism
anl the rise of the Feft Opposi-
Lio.

—AINE SWABECK,

Three Exp;lsinns

Davenport, Iowa,—On March 185.
19633 the Laoft Oppositien  Branch

of the Tri-Citics was forced to ex-
pel 8. R, Claussen for cowardice,
moral and pbysicsl degescracy, for
bresking thoe discipline of o
brunch and attacking the Left Op-
position publicly., ‘The expulsion
alse ook place of 11. and J. Bohr
for conncetion with the Police De-
partment and agents of the Cham-
ber of Commoeree, This wag done
after a feial where these people
practically admitfed the charges.
Cloussen is 21 years of age, a fel-
lvw who thinks e la a Jittle bit
better thano the ordinary  worker,
He Iz about 5 ft. 4 In in height.
Mr. and Mrs., Behr are huoaband
and wife who bave had and are
haviog econtact with the pollice
wmel enrried information to ageots
of the Chamber of Commerce.

Thesze three individoeals atacked
Communism openly in the press
whon they werg confronted  with
facts. “I'be party, throunzh the un-
epployed Comeil and through Tongy
Minerieh who s at the present
thme the organizer of the TUUL in
the mining regiolh, have mede open
attacks against the Left Oppoksl-
thoar, and have pscd every method
possible e tukd away all  halls
fromn the branch of the Left Op-
position in the cliy of Davenport,
They have further attacked
throngh personal slander the com-
rivilea of the Left Oppositlon, with
Ighﬂ assistance of the lecal noews-
pagets and the local Chamber of
Commeresé plus the Amerlean Leg-
fon. This was dong throungh the
foct ihat the three above men-
tiowel paople were officerss of the
lilplnm of Unemployed, and had a
apecial meeting where we  were
barred by the poliee of this eity.

The Tnion of Unemployed Rank
midl I'ele held a mecting where 108
workers wore prosent and con-
deanixl their aclion. Tha branch
of this eily worns  all  workors
against Lhose degenerates and calls
an all party members to
of the party the reason for

Hitler andthe
Red Army

(Continued from Fage 1)

ot boecuuse they desired the vie-
tory of Hitler, but oul of political
plindness, AL the same time, we
sl be just to them: i they ld
diemired the victory of Hitler, they
couldl bpot bave acted otherwlse
than they did, Now that Hitler
i im power, and his whole policy
compels him to prepace a coup Lo-
ward ihe Bast (the revelatlons of
the Iolish-Ukraiulan program of
Goering are sufficlently  eloguent)
the Hialinists say, *He who pre-
paves to call on the Hed Army in-
ures soclalist constructlon.™

Bat even leaving aside the gues-
thon of Lhelp to the German prole-
tariat, there remaing the gquestion
of the defense of soeclalist construc-
thmn ngainst German Fasgclsm, the
shovk troops of world Imperlalism.
ha the Stalinists deny thizs  dan-
Eir?  The moest that they can say
iz that IGtler is nol yeb today,
copable of earrying on o war. That
g troe, amd we soid 20 some time
ago. Hut it Hitler, today Ineap-
nble of ¢arrying on & war, will be
eapable of it iomorrow—and e
will wot be able to aveld carrying
on war—does not & ‘correct strat-
&gy demund that Hitler be prevent-
ecd from preparing his blew, that
s, thot the German workera get
rid of Hitler before he gets rid of
the German workers? Marxlats
have often made fun of “parlia-
mentary cretinism®™, but  kolkhoz
crietinism i3 not worth a bhit more.
itne canrot sow grain and plant
cabbages wilth his back turned to
the West, from which, for the first
time sinee 1918, comes the greabest
thrent, which ean bcome a mortal
dungar if it is not paralyzed In
Lime.

Or have the Stalinlsts perhapa
aazbmilated the pacifist wisdom of
the “purely defensive”™ war  bedng
the enly permissible one? “Lat
Hitler attack us first, then we will
defend ourselves.” This was  al-
ways the reasoning of the German
social-democracy : let the Nationsl.
Soclalists first openly attack the
consLitution, then, well”. . ete.
Still, when Hitleo openly attacked
the constitotion, it was already too
late to think of its defense.

He who docs not  outstrlp  the
gneimy while he 5 still weak; who
passively leta him strengiben and
reinforce himself, protect his rear-
gunrd, create an army for himself,
recelve sapport from  abroad, Aas-
gure hims=ell of allies; who leaves
to the enemy the complet# liberty
of imitintive; soch & man B &
traltor, even if the motives for his
treasen are not to render servies
to imperialism, but consist of potly
bourgeols weakness and  politieal
blindneas,

The “justification” of & policy of
waltlug and evasion ander these
conditions can only be wbakess,
This 1s a very serivus argument,
but we bhave Lo give s clear ae-
connt o ourselvea of it We must
say: the Bialinlst polieles in the
USSR have =s0 thoruvaghly diser-
ganized economy and the relatlons
between proletarlat and peasantcoy,
hawve so badly weakened the party,
that the necessary premlses for ap
active foreign poliey do nol  exist
toulay.

We take Into consideratlon the
force of this argument. We know
that the consequences of a lying
policy become  transformed  joto
olijective obatacles along the road
But we draw the conclusion: a
fundamental change in the poliey,
the methods, the leadership of the
party Is necessary, In order to as-

snre the Soviet State, In addition

to everylhing else, of & rteal cap-
d nd
maﬂ!{: acity for defense and frecdom of

unitisd front belween these indivi- initiative internationally.

duals and the organizers of the
Party. We eall upon all workers
to repndiate (his leadership which
ig undermining Communiam in its
desperate attempt to stop the In-
faenee of the ideas of the Left
Oppoaition in the Tri-Cities,

Communizt League of Amerlcs
(Oppoaiton) Tri-Clty Branch

Prinkipos, March 21, 1962,
—I. TROTIKY.

Laying a slable hasls onder the
MILITANT is the best way of as-
suring ita regular and unhamper-
ed appearance, The moat stable
baala for the MILITANT is a large
sulEcription 1), Get sube  from
your friends and comrades)

icy of the Cominterm, the Stalin-
st burehucracy sought implacably
to refurbish its reputativo with the
aid of seme groodicse adventure
or another | Estbhonia, Buolgaria,
Casnton ). Doesn't this doanger ex-
ist now too? In any case, we
deem It necessary to ralse a volee
of warning. Adventutos which aim
to replace the action of the paral-
yeed masses, disorganize the mass-
e wlill more amd aggravate the
catastrophe,

The conditions of the pregent
world altuation, as well as the con-
ditions of each country in particu-
lar, are just as deadly for the so-
chal dermee fs they are favor-
able to the revolutionary party.
But the Stalinist burcaucricy has
epceeeded in converting the crisis
of capitalism and of reformism into
n erisis of Communsm. Such s thoe
balopee sheet of the woeontrolled
command of the epigones for the
last ten years,

Hypocrites will be found to say:
The Opposition i3 eriticicing  the
party which has fallen into the
bhamls of the executioner, Black-
gudrds will add: The Opposition
fs helpdmg the exccutioncr. Hy
combining a speclous  sentimental-
ism with venemous falsehood, tha
Btalinlsts will grdeavor to  hide
the Central Committee behind the
apparatus, the apparstus behind
the party, to eéliminate the ques-
tion of responslbdlity for the cat-
astrophe, for the false strategy,
for the dissstrous regime, for the
eriminal leadership: (hat mesns
helping the execotioners of yesler-
day and today.

The policy of the Stalinist bu-
reaunerncy in China woas no lesa
disastrons than it i3 at ihe pre-
sent time in Germany. Mot fhere,
the affair took place behimd  the
back of the world proletariat, wn-
der eondilions which were Incom-
prohensible o it The  eritfeal
voice of the Opposition hardly
reached beyond the USRI (o the
workers of the oiber  countries,
The Chinese experience wenb prac-
teally unpunizhed for the Stalin-
st apparatus, In Germany, it s
entirely different. All the stages
of the drama developed belore the
eyed of the worlid proletarial, At
each stage, the Opposition roised
its wvolee. The whole course of
development wos annowsesd in nd-
vanoe. The Stalinist bureaucracy
calumniated the Oppesition,  fm-
Puled to It ldeas aod plaos olien
Lo It expelled all those who dared
o speak of (he wunlied frout, help-
ed the social democratic  bureaa-
cracy demolish the wnited Jocal
defense committess, eut the work-
erd off from the slightest possibil-
ity of emerging upon the road of
the mass siruggle, disorgenized the
vangured, paralyzed the proletoe-
inl. In this way, opposing the uni-
ted front of defense witl the soelal
democrucy, the Stalinists  found
themselves with the latter in &
united front of panic and of capi-
tulation,

And now, finding itself right in
front of ruin, the leadership of the
Comintern fears light and eriticism
more than anything else, Let ibe
world revolution go lost, provided

that wain prestige may live: the
bankruptz 40w  confusion and
smear up the traces, The fact

that the Communist Party of Ger-
many lost “only' 1,200,000 votes at
the first blow, with a gencral rise
In the mumber of volers of from
three to fenr millions, Is proclaim-
ed by Pravda as an  “enormous
political victory™. In  ithe same
way, In 10, Stalin proclaimed gs
an “enérmous victory™ the faet
that the workers in Germany, who
were withdrawing without  battle,
had =still givem the Commuonlst
party 4EM0 voles If the prole-
taviat, deceived and disarmed by
bolh apparatuses, bas this tlme
Eiven the Communist party almost
five million votes, this slgnifies only
that it would have given it twice
or three times that number if it
bad been able to abow that it is
capable of taking and holding the
power. But it gave the proletariat

nothing save confuslon, zigeags, de-
feats and distress,

Yes, five milllon Communists still
succeeded lo reaching the ballot
box, obe by one. But ln the fac-
tories and on the strects, there
aren't any. They are disconcerted,
dispersed, demoralized Unpder the
yoke of the apparatus, they have
lost the hablt of Independence, The
bureanerntic terror of Stalinlsm
has ppralysed their will-power be-
fore the turn came for the terror
of the Fascist banods.

It must be sald clearly, plalnly,
openly : Stalinism ' in Germany has
had its Avgust 4th, From today
on, the advanced workers of this
country will speak of the period
of the dominatlon of the Stallnist
burcaucracy only with a burning
senge of shame, only with words of
batred and curses, The official
German Communist Party f8 doom-
ed. From now on it will only de-
compoze, cromble and melt Ioto
the vofd. German Communism can
be relorn only on & new basls and
with a new leadership.

The law of unegnal development
acts also upon the fate of Stalin-
ism. In the variows countries, it
finds itaell in different stages of
decomposition. To what  degree
the tragic expericnce of Germany
will serve as an impulsion to  the
rebirth of the other sectons of the
Comintern—the fmtore will show.
In Germany in any ease the swan
song of the Stallpist bureancracy
has been sung, The German prole-
tarlat wlll rise agoin, Stalinism
never. Under the terrible blows of
the anemy, the advanced  Qerman
workers will have to boild up n
new party.  The Bolshevlk-Tenin-

data will glve all thelr forees to this
work.

Prinkipo, March 14, 1933,

—LEON TROTSEY.




