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Hathaway Before Y.C.L. Membership

The speech of C. A Hathaway,
party district organlzer at the
New York Y. & L. membership
meeting Sunday, April 2, was in
outline much the same as Che one
he delivered at the recent party
membership meetlng.  However,
Hathawany has had two weeks in
which to dig up new quotations
and arguments, Therefore it took
four and a hall instead of two
hours o clarify the YCLers on the
unfited front.

After an hour and a balf oo the
banking crizls which he does not
yet undeérstand, Hathaway came to
Germany. Flrst, by & flock of guo-
tations from the 11th and 12th
Plenums of the BCCL he proved
that the gquestion of Hitler's coming
to power was not a major one Lo
the ¥4, As the fovees of Dev-
olutlon rise, the forces of counter-
revolutlon come to a head. Hath-
away, therefors, concluded that
the coming of Fasclsm inte power
is a necessary prelude 4o the pro-
leturian revolution, and pot a vital
danger to the working class, He
remarked that in Ltaly and  in
Poland, Communlst partles  still
exist and carry on activities, IHe
regarded the fact that the Germoan
party is putting out an bHlegal pa-
per as o proof that the party could
adapt itself sucedisfully to Hitler's
tactics.

But already the Nazis admit that
there are S held in thele eon-
ecentration camps, and Dutch Com-
munists put the pumber at S0,000.
Daily the German party loses  jts
best members by arrest and mur-
der; jta weaker members drop out,
discouraged or terrorized. If Fasc
fam ecan consolidate lia power, the
German party will be only a tiny
nuaclens, wll hopes of  Immediate
revolution  lost. And  Hathaway
maintained that the party c¢an
function wnder Hitler without =er-
jous losses !

Hathawny, as o gosd  Stalinist,
could not admit that there is a rev-
lutionary crlsls in Germany, and
that If the party does not or can
not act it will suffer practical an-
nihilation. Instead Hathaway took
refuge In folse sentimentalities and
gtill falser hopes. His "The party
is still fighting”, sounds very much
Hke a Communist equivalent for
the Mew Leader's jubllation after
the German elections, "The Iron
Front stands ke a rock™.

Filoally Hathaway got te the uni-
ted front, and here the fnest re
sults of his two week's research
were revealed. The fitet was  his
wrgument to prove that there hae
been no change in the basic poal-
tion of the Comintern on the ung-
ted front. ‘Thers are three forms
of the united front, the unlted
front from below, the unifed front
with the reformist leadership, and
the intermediate form of united,
froot with the leadership and rank
wod file. “The united front with the
reformist leadership was  practic-
ed untll 1927 when the Angle-
Husslan Trade Unfon Committes
was  dissolved=—what thiz led to
Hathaway omitted to say! Then
ot the Gth Congress of the Comin
tern - it was discovered that the
gocial demoerats had become the
ruling parties, that they woere so-
clal-Fascists, apd bence any united
front with thelr Jeadership was im-
possible, & betrayal of the prole-
tarian revolutlon, But now the so-
clal democratic parties are again
in opposition, and s0 &  undted
front with the leadership Is again
possible,

He forgot to mentlon that in 1917
the Bolsheviks entered inte a uol-
ted fromt with the Mensheviks and
the Social Revolutlonlsts, whe con-
stituted the provialopal government
against Eornilov. He forgot (o say
that the Anglo-RHusslan Committee
united front led to the betrayal of
the general strike. He forgot all
the blunders the Stalinista made in
the united front from above. No
—im 1028 the C. 1. discovered the
goeinl “demoeratle party was in a
bourgeols government. That's the
whola explanation of the turn!

Hathaway's next argument Wwiis
equally Ingenious. The Trotskylsts,
he atated, belleve that there are
only miner diferences between the
soelal democrats and the Commumn-
ista, Therefore they feel that erli-
feigm in a united front iz wasefol,
begause they hope that thereby the
gocial democracy will be reformed.
Bot we real Communiste (L e
Stallnists) koow that thers oCcan

the socinl Fascists, ‘Therefore the
better to expose them, and the bet-
ter to show our slocerity In mak-
ing the united front call, we offer
te refraln from eriticlsm of the
social democrat® doring the united
front action!

This miserable rationallzstion ia
elther & denial of the possibility
af the united front, or elza It 18 &
camoufluge for such united fronts
as that in Chind where the . P,
enfered and merged in the Ko
Min Tang. Without Communist
criticlsm betrayals such as that by
the Kuo Min Tang and by the Brit-
ish trade unlen leaders are inevit-
able, By critlclsm we can loosen
the hold of the reformists apon the
masges, and by onr sets we can
make these masses pccept Communs
ist policy and leadership, just as
the masses of Hussls came to ac-
copt the Rolzsheviks.

This four and & half hour speech,
filled with confusion, contradic-
tloms o oniright mis-statementa
was supposed o clorifly  YOCLers,
many of whom are s0 new In the
movement that they do pot even
Enow the previons united front
from below policies, and have al-
mast no ldea of Communist  his-
tory., Is it be wondered that they
were still confused when they left
the hall? Is it to be wondeced
that even the Stallnlst bureaucrats
themselves bhewsll the low politiceal
level of the ¥, C. L.?

A YCOLer.

N. ¥. YOUTH CLUB SOCIAL

The MNew York Spartacus Youth
Club will kold an affalr for the
Young Spartacuos, Saturday even-
Ing, April Bth, at 120 East 16th
Btreet, There will be danclng, en-
tertalnment and refreshments  All
comrades are urged fo attend.

YCOL OFFERS UNITED FRONT

Im Yine with the turn of the Com-
munist party and Young Commun-
st Lesgue, comrade Helen North,
in the pame of downtown section
of the YOI, appeared before the
Spartecus Youth Club meeting of
March J0th and asked the Clab to
elect delegutes to & preliminary
conference for youth ynemployment
relief to be held April Sth. She
stated that all youth groups, cluba
and Yipsels eireles in the nelghbor-
ool were being  approached for
this Conference.”

Comrade Bill Dansker, chalrman
of the meating, greeted the offer of
the YOL and pledged the whole-
hearted cocperatlion of the Spar-
tnens Youth Clul,

Thia is the first time that the
YOL bas officlally appealed to any
wietion of the Lieft Opposition for
o united front. It i not merely a
result of the new pollcy of the of-
fieial party but alse a sign of the
growing influence of the Left Op-
position in the Young Communist
TLaxngun,

NOTES
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SEMEMONTHLY YOUTH FPAGE
IN MILITANT

The National Youth OCommittes
aof the Communist Leagoe of Amear-
ica (Opposition) s planoiog  to
print semi-monthly & youth pago
in the Militant. This will be sup-
plementary o ita regular monthly
organ, Yolng The page
will glve the youth q.t;‘-u]mnrtunilg
to publish timely and” igteresting
events of lmportanee to the entire
revelutionary movement, It will
further cement the ties betwean
the youth and peneral worklog
class movement,

Comrades are urged to send in
all material for the youth
of the Militant and Young gpi.r-
taeus to: Joseph Carter, Young
Spartacus, 126 East 16th  Street,
NMew York Cliv.

SPARTACLUS YOUTH CLURB
ACTIVITIES

(in Maren 3Mih the New York
Aprincus Youth Clob held a meet-
ing preparatory fo the April 1st
demonatration with Jos Carter,
seeretary of the Natiomal Youth
Committes, Left Opposition, as
speaker, The proocedings of the
United Youth Conference Agalost
Fasclam and their meaning wers
digcuzsed. The meaning of the
united front, the false policies of
the YOL and the activiiies of the
Left Opposition were  claborated
il

A number of quesiiona and sowe
diseussion followed,

APRIL ISSUE OF THE
YOUNG SPARTACUS

A peneral appeal for funds for
Young Spartacus has been sent out
to all braoches of the Commuonist
League and the Bpartacus Youth
Clulss, As yet the response has
been megliglble.  Although  our
costa of publication are small, it
iz pot vory easy for us to cover
them. We appeal to all sympath-
izers to get subs—fifty ocents =n
year, bundles—three cents a ¢copy,
and donations for Young Spar-
taes,

If the response does nob improve
im the next week, the April issue
of Young Spartecus will be a four
pager. It jwill ineludes an  article
on Harl Marz, Amerlea's entrance
inle the World War, reporta of
youth activitles in industries and
on the jobless line, Heotisboro and
Mooney cases. An analysls of the
Young Communist Loague and the
united front agalost Fasclam, and
the aituation in Germoany as  well
as the latest developments within
the ¥OL will e covered.

Tllt Mﬂl’ﬂlﬂ ﬂf

It [z diffienlt to speak abouwt the
morale of the youth, Among the
young people, thers is a process of
differentiation golng on all  the
tme. Ooe sectlon ly evolving o
the slde of the opposition but it
remaing dissatlsfled with erltbeal
dlzcusslong only, and demands ae-
tlon and orgoolaational  formuabia-
tiona, However, many are fright-
ened by the experlences of opposi-
tiona in the past, apd therefore,
although  fully aware of the
serlouspness of the entire situatlon,
they seek for some other new way
ont.  For' the last peried, there
has begun an dnereazing. Infux to
the Left Opposition of now peo
who wora never before sympath-
etle to us. Thus, for instance, re-
cently 1 bad the occaslon to meet
somé youngers from the N—-
Printing plant; in the past, they
amswersd all objections with the
reply, “Hold your horses!—The
Five Year Plin will show you”
bt wow ong of them took the floor
at o party meeting and anwouneed
that “the Opposition woas correct
o miny polnts, and &t was tlme
Lo toke stock of the past”. An-
other comrade (from the same
place) left the party and to all
objections to the efect that his
mttituile was wrong and oo meth-
ol of pelitical struggle, he repbied,

“L refpuse to bear responsibility for
the strangling of the party and of

never be a real united front swith

the working class."” Hoth were

Oppositionists Slugged at YCL Meet

{Continued from Page 1)

arma, we defended ourselves as
bist wae could. Wea were glad to
note thot even durlng the frncas,
gome of the YOLers there tried to
stop the fAght and sald we should
e allowed to distribute the paper.

Homeooe had pot in a call for
the riot squad, and we heard the
sirens of the approdching automao-
biles. We had tfime to distribute a
number of papaetz o workers who
came up to ua and asked for them,)
adding thelr protest aguinat the
shameful conduct of the attackers.
We laft almost Immediately for we
had no desire to glve the cops any
pxcuse for [nterfering in oor  dis-
pute with the YCLers and poasibly
canse the membership meeting to
be disturbed.

An hour or so after, when the
meeting adjourned, three of us
went bhack and walked down Sec-
ond Avenne and met the Y(OLets
lea¥ing the meeting. A pumber of
the eomrades stopgesd o speak to
ns and tell ua that they In no Wiy
supportsd the physieal atteck upon
s and did not think that the
YCL leadership would condone the
action or had done s,

These comrades were mistaken
in the latter gplolon. We have It

over to Hathaway and askéd him
if they should stop us from diatrl-
bting. Hathaway shrugged |his
chouldéra and by not attempting
e explain o these hotheads that
thiz was Do way for workers, let
alone Communists, to settle thelr
disputes, thereby lent tacit sopport
to the action. Hathaway may evade
or deny this but his words at the
Parly membership meeling  two
weelks ago are on  record; ‘“Wa
shoild hove a lynehing  attitude
toward the “Trotskylat’." That Ia
clear and indisputable. With such
directlon and leadership one can
hardly blume only the young com-
rades who took the words at thelr
fmee value and procesded to carey
out the shameful and antd-Com.
muniat action at the SHtoyvesant
Casino. How much they harmed
the YCL and the ideas of OCom-
munism in the eyes of the workers
who witnessed the attack, they
cannat understand. Soch hosdlum
apd gangster methods can obly re-
el any honest worker. He Enows
tor well the club and the fist of
the polles to be convineed simply
beepuse It is g so-called Communlst
who usaés the same method.

We warn these young people: If
they have the interests of the ¥YCOL
at heart, they will stop these hool-

trom several of fhe asmbers of the
¥CL present, that toe group went

igan tactles and weet us on poll-
tieal grounds

1,000 N.Y. Youth Protest Fascism

Ower one thousand young work-
ers and studénts masspd bBefora
the German counsulate last Satar-
day noon and marched to Rutgers
Bquare, in a4 protest demonstration
agilnst Fascism. A delegation of
thirteen which ineluded a  repre-
sentative of the Left Oppoaltlion
youth, was elected (o prosent o e
golution protesting the terror cam-
paign of the Hitler reglme, de-
rmanding an immediate step to the
terrorism, aml the release of all
political prisoners, Mr, Hwarls,
the German consal, Felused to
listen to the resalution.

The demonsiration was grganized
by the Youth Commitbes Against
German Foaselsm elecied at  the
United Youth Confercnce Against
Fuseclsm held in New York, March
Zith and 25th, as & united froot of
all ¥outh organizations. For the
first time In the history of the Left
Oppoaition, [t slgped o joing eall
for the Conference with the oficial
Young Commuonist  Teagoee,  Tho
demonstiration waa the first geno-
ine wnited front action yet organ-
fed npguinst German Fascism, ‘The
various orgunizations participating
m il gnder thelr own  grgani-
#tion hanners and the leading
groups, including the Lelt Qppost-
tion hod speakéers at the wvarious
meeting places. Comrade George
ﬁlarke spoke for the Left Opposl-

anmn,

Az yet the Youth Committes
Againat German Fascism repre-
gents predominantly Left wing and
Communist groups. The Rand
Achol Students Ass'n., which to the
shame of the Young Communist
League had initlated the oodted
fromt, withdrew ot the eleventh
bour, the Friday before the demon-
stration, under the pressure of the
lenders of the Socialist party, by a
vote of 32 Lo X, This pressore i
ghown by the false report in the
Aprll st fssue of the New Leader
that the Honnd School students had
decided to withdraw from the uni-
ted fromt om the préevious Tuoeaday.
The students of Brookwood Labur
College wiho had participated  in
the Conforence, walked alongside
the Baturday perade in’ order not
to break Secialist party discipline,
The New York Yipsels were defin-
itely instructed (o boycott the de
monstration wnder threats of dls-
viplinary action. Owne Yipsel who
had voled at the Hand School sta-
dents meeting for 2 continuation
of participution in the united front
wils officially eviticlzed by the
Clty Central Committee of the Y.
E. 85 I. At the some meeting of
the Central Committes, whera &
delegation of the Youth Committes
Against German Fascism appeared
once agaln to offer the Yipsels a
place, on the Committee and in its
work, a sub-committee of five was
elected to take up the question with
the Soecialit party. Although the
sentiment wos strongly in favor of

expelled from the parly amd fred
from their johs.

Another scction of the  youth
gteks itz way out of all that ia
opcurring by switching over to
another track, chiefly, to study—
in sdience is the only @
salvation from all politleal intri-
Ees,

Thus, for Instance, one of the
workers in the Coptrol Commission
of the Ukralnian Reglonal Com-
miszariat of Agriculture, apropos
of the expulsion of a number of
youngsters sald, *I agreed with
them  in & great deal, but if I don't
do the ezpelling, LIl be expelled
myself.,” And, continuing the con-
versation,, he added, “If I thought
I would be permitted to finlsh the
university course, I'd leave party.
I'm tired of all these Interminable
turns. What is white today was
black yesterday and =0 on to B
fnity... put who'll guaranbes
that another leadership will be any
batter? No, as I see it. the ooly
way out for me personglly lles im
the sphere of seience.” The o
rade who told me this had speat
ten years In the YCOL, working
throughout all this time in indos-
try and conjointly with his work
studying fitst In the Workers' Fae-
ulty and later in the university.
There Is left only to add that many
others find thelr way out in drunk-
enness and debauchery. But, fun-
damentally the youth tends to De-
come militant, asseming a critical
attlinde to what & transpiring,
and seeking to formulate (hem-
selves theoretically as well a8 or-
ganizationally.

Ad among the yoitn so  also
among the party mombers the saome
pricesses ara to be observed, only
in much “milder” forms. The dis-
gallafaction with conditions in the
party and In the country Surges
over the barriers of party discls
pine, And on the other hand,
there g also to be observed apathy
people have grown thred of walt-
ing for the promised boons of the
first flve year plan, all the more
80 as the sclzsors In the meantime
have spread unbellovably, which s
to be gathered hoth from press re-
ports and the conditions as they
actually obtain,

The autborlty of the “chief” ia
now no longer egoal to zero but
o some infinitely great oegative
gquantity. There was a perlod
when “he was spoken of without
malice, and without much conkl-
decatipn—that is to say, as some-
thing Inevitable, but sow all that
has changed. Now the “‘chief™ is
at times apoken of aa the greatest
wrecker of the revolutlon. I hawve
had the occasion to hear from
many—even from workers In the
apparatos=—that his removal would
ba all for the best, lwd to the
rehabilitation of the party regime,
ete., efe, Decambar 1832 2 —Rt-o¥.

From Exlle

the Russian Proletarian

Jdmg thelr captiulation, and

Throughout the laat perlod there

ls to be obwerved, with an aver

Youth

increasing tempo, the return from
exile of many former Opposition-
ists, now “former” dgapltalators
Most recently thereé have arrived a
great many from Kharkov—many
had been arrested there—and clief-
Iy among the arrivals are the
repeaters, . &, “former™ caplin
latars. The returnlng tonrists
land directly—in solitary confine-
ment, In exile, there are those
whoe are pot admitted into  the
colonies. 1—welither becguse the
statements (hey have filed regard-
their
admisslon of the ecorrectness of
the , general lne were deemed in-
gufficient; and a “‘complete  dis-
arming” was demanded from them!
{The puthorilies as a role  deal
much more harshly with such peo-
e than with the exiles; their
position ix made more unendurable
with every passlng month—Iif they
refuse fo dizarm (e g the case of
¥. Dorschey, 1  worker from &
printing plant In  Sytlnek). 2—
or because they dlSEgnHld with the
politienl classification of the Op
position, and do Dot reckon thems
gelves as such, for Instance, V.
Zurachov and Magarik Im  Tash-
kent.,  (They were exiled for the
second time because suspected of
ronewing their Oppoation activ-
itles.)

The eolonles live in isolation un-
der conditlons of semi-starvation;
for instance Kaotya X. with  her
year-old Infant was sent to Chep-
din; she was given no work: her
hnsband was placed In  solitary
conflnement, Her only request in
letters fo friends has been  that
her baby be looked after and not
allowed to die. At the end of her
three-year term of exile, she was
sent away under convey to Central
Asla, with a daily allowanee of
ffty kopeks (a pound of bread
tosts two to thret roubles). The
pleture of other dgolonles fp not
brighter. The materlal conditions
of the exlles are—harrible.

Mevertheleas, the morale among
the comrades a8 militant. Many
are ailing, in particolar, Solontzev
(scurvy); notwithstanding  the
fact that the lalter has served his
time, he remaing’ In confinement,
His wife wanted to apply for a
transfer to exile but he refosed to
make any stutéments whatsoever.

Az a result of & hunger atrlke—
three men who were glek were let
ont. Of them, one died.

Musya was freed after she had
lain in bed for six months: she
wiy gent off, under convoy, to
Minusingk, where she iz now to-
gether with Kosslor. She {5 again
gtk In bed. Wer spinits are still
high put in ner letters to relatives
fhe writes, we shan't see each

other  soon.  Geyev  has  been
brooght back to Moscow from
sollitary cooflnement Im Upper

Urals, Becagse of perniclous an-

emla, he has lost his eyeslght.
Novemper, 1932, ONE OF US,

participation, four of the Ove elact-
e were among those who were
strongly agalnst affiliation to the
Youlth Committee Against German
Fascism.

The Yipsels, the Young Circle
League—youth of the Workmen's
Circle—and the League for lndus-
trial Democracy have arranged for
g mass demonstration agninsg Ger-
man Fascism for sSaturday, April
% jn Unlon #Syuare. The Youth
Committee Against German Fasc-
jgem has offered to elect a joint
arcapgements commitess o coo-
duct this demonstration, and in any
case, has pledged the cooperation
of Itz wiblated organlzations,

Members and sympathizers of the
Kew York Spartacus Youth Club
will meet at 124 Hast 1dth Street
at 11:30 A. M. to go In a body Lo
ihe Unpion Sguare demonstration.

NewExpulsions in
Brownsville

The wdview of vomrade Hath-
away Lo “arouse a lynch attitude
in wll Communists” against the
Left Qpposition bag been laken ap
by the aspiring bureaucrats of
mass orgapizations attillated 10
the Commupist party. So [eariul
have the “leaders” of the Ameri-
can Youth Clubr become of “TTot-
gkylat” influence that they bave
actually whipped up a  veritable
Iynch campalgn against those mem-
bers who question thelr pollcies,
pod refuse to kow-tow [0 & parly
controlled executlve machine, The
member's cry for more discussion
on Lhe differences between the of-
fickal party and the Left Opposition
is mel with slander and expulsion.
T member asking for debate has
the duger of expulsion pelnted at
im., A few of the mote ecoergetic
buresucrats have discoversd o re-
muarkables method of serving the in-
terests of the ¢lub—spying on their
follow members. Thiy spy system
is working havoe with club actly-
ities, Members fear to conilde in
evach other. Sousplelon rides high.

The club  execotlve committes
meets bebind  cloked doors.  Iis
snobbish members have divoreed
themselves from the rank and file,
half of whom eopsist of raw work-
ers with po politlcal backgrousnd,
All this is furthering the discou-
tent of the membership, which s
realizing that the present policles
of the American Yoath Club are
leading to lts  apeady corruption
and domoralization,

The result of the attempts Lo
protect e members from  Trot-
skyist influence™ bBas been an ex-
cecedingly low level of politizal
eduention which is suporficial De-
caugs of Ity onpe sidedness.

Two expulsions bave occorred in
the past month, comrades Layton
and . We were excluded, under
the all-embracing danger of dis
ruption. Bolh were known to have
gympathies for the Left Opposition.
A campalgn of discrimination apd
glander woas conducted agalnst both
of us prior to our expulsion.

It was declded at an  executive
meeting during my absence, to ré-
commend to the membership my
removal from the post of assistant
organizer and to place me on A
three months probation in the Un-
employed Section of the club, My
cose wid , postponed three gr  four
tlmes, untll I was expelled from
the YOL. I was expelled from the
YL for refusing to fght against
the. Left  Opposition. When my
sympathies for the Left Opposition
were frmly established the Execn-
tive Committee changed its recom-
mendation to that of removal from
offiice; three months' activity in
the Unemployed Section; aml noe
voiee in any of the other activities
fgr the duration of these three
months, One Executive Committes
member, who was opposed to the
last propsal, was rebuked by the
organizer for hlas  willingness to
allow surh  elements whoe are
against the interests of the club
“full freedom to break up oor or-
_gnl:lizﬂt-itl-:l:l". It was o clear Case
oot of punishment for & erime but
of punishment “to  prevent a
erfime''—of hanglng frst and de-
termining the guilt afterward,

Diirlng the trial the organleer
actused me of believing that thers
ghould be reporis of mincrity op
Inton on  the Executive, When
questioned by a member as to
when the membership had passed
a regolution  forbddding minority
reports the organizer explained
that the constitution econtalned
nothing concerning that pednt but
that he was acting aceording Lo
his kpowledge of workling ¢lass
organjzations. This reveals the
high handed, arbitrary, bureau-
cratic rullngs of the Stalinlat
clique.

Members now fssure me that 1
would have remained in the club
had I not attempied to organize a
Marxist clazs outside (he club, Iis-
covery of this faet cansed the
Exccntive to make an amendment
asking for cxpulsion. Thelr “ex-
planation” s that such a atep ia
an attempt to create factlons In
the club. To these eplgones the
formation of a Morxist class re-
moved from Stallnlat infloence scon-
gtitutes 6 eounter-revolutlonacy
ack,

The expulgion of comiade Lag-
ton and I are but precedents and
warnings to a membesship that 1a
Bing driven to a point whers they
wlll scon be too cowed to ralse
thaie valee in peotest. Dut that
there ace Still milltants left in the
clob iz eévident by the discontent
of the rank and dfile and their con-
tempt for the "“aristocracy of la-
bar'', as ‘hey term the snobhish
leaders,

—J. ELLTOTT,

| dispute on fundamental
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JointMeet of League and Weisbord
Lays Ground for Close Collaboration

A meetng held on  Saturnday,
April 1, 1933 belwesn represanta-
tives of the Natienal Commitbees
of the Communist League of Am-
erica {Opposition) and the Com-
munist League of Straggle (the
Welabord group), adoptdd a jolnt
declatation on  the relatlonships
between the twoe groups “which
wie print below, as the frst step
towards o further consolidation of
the Left Opposition in this coun-
try.

As Is knowmn, our League has
been engaged for some time o oa
questions
with the Iw_elt;b-urd ETOUD, CORCErn-
ing which our resders have beeén
informed in the columns of the
Militant, In the course of thls dls-
pute, a considerable degres af
clarity hos beén aftained  wihch
now makes poasible another atep
forward in the eollaboration of
the organizations and their event-
wnl fozsiomn,

The joint meeling was  made
poszible by a declaration from the
CLE to the Natlonal Comities of

Stalinists and the
Upholsterers

{Continued from Page 2)

unton,  “Omly te the rank and file;
to hell with the leadors”, argued
the “Third Peried™ heroea. These
masa leaders “knew  ln advancs
that the “united front” would be
a failure, since that is what the
paarty line had taught them. And
g, Inspite of their good intentions,
they moide it easler for Thics, the
corrupt A F of L ounien lecal bu-
reaucrnl  in comsullation  with
Drenmer of the Upholsterers Inter-
national, to break the negotiatlons
with the Unity Commitice and the
Furniture Workers Industrizl Un-
fon, without a legitlmate protest
from the rank and file who might
hisve bechn attracted by our appeal
for the unlty of the trade.

And this iz exacily what hap
pened,  Our commitbes appeared at
the membersbip meoting with  Its
credentials. They were not admit
ted to the membership meeting
but their credentinls were taken,
and the matter was referred to
thelr executive Dboard mecting
which met ten days later. The
Unity Committee met and agnln
elected a comomitbes to Zo befors
the Exveeutive Hoard.

Heére agnin the committes, out
of ulira-Leftist disdain  for ele-
mentary trade gnlon procedure, left
[tzelf open to the indlgnant atiacks
of Thiez. The haughty credential
pddressed “to whom it may con-
vern” instemd of to the unlon, as an
example, arcused a socering attack
which bhad itz elffect on the mem
bers of the union ns another at-
tempt to ignore  thele organlza-
tion. The spokesmen for the Tn-
ity Committes made sgitated and
deflant “anti-leadership” spesches
which allowed the burfeancrats im-
patiently to wave aslde the dele
gution by saying: "The Upholster.
erg Unfon will take In every work-
er at the trade. We always have
ad always will: every upholsterer
as an wpholsterer.”  One  delegnte
asked if they wounld extend the
same jnvitation to  the . Forolture
Workers Industrial Unlon, Thoy
answered that they do not recog-
nize this organlzation but will ac-
cept only individuals, The commit-
tee could not present the unity pro-
posmals, and left.

The Unity Committes then decld-
ed on g “demonstration” before
the membership of Ioeal T8 As
some  comrendes  expressed  them-
selves, it might even be necessary
to “forcd” thelr way into  the
meeting if the officinls wonld not
allow 1hem to enter. A number of
leaflets were Issued by the Unity
Commbttes ealllng on the member-
ship of the AF of L local to repudl-
ate their leadership, to hear and
support the committes when It
comed before them, owver tho
heads of thelr leaderz, “Don't let
Thiez dictate to you any longer™;
Aght for your righta!" and similar
glogana were bropdeast im the
shopsa

But by this time Thiex was able
to ao rlle lhia following against the
party bubglers that there was ab-
aoluteély no protest from the mem-
bership when he ordered the man-
ager of Manhattam Lyceum to puat
the entire “masza" delegatlon out
on the street. The more seclons
Left wingers in the delegation went
home feeling that the fallure of
the wonity negotiations might hawve
been prevented. The party mem-
bers on the other band were
trinmphant, “Ddda’t we tell you?”
they kept repeating  jobllantly,
“IMdn't we say that a ynited front
is impossible with the leaders?....

- L] ¥ W

The Unity Commitites has called
a mass meeting to agitate for the
organization of shop committens of
the rank and fAle, to ucite against
wage-cuts and lay-offs. Supch - meet
inga are alwayas benoflelal and are
in order. But if these meatings
are organized as a sohstifute for a
genulne unlied front of unlons and
shopa, or with the underatanding
that all further attempts at uoity
are to be dropped, they will not
wehiove the suceess we are  all
stflving for. We, the Left wilng!
unlon, will be reduced or will Te- |
miln a small group of Left wing-|
arg closely sympathetlc to  Com-
munkEm,

It is abowe all important that
these guestions be thrashed ouat
thorsughly amnd openly on the foor
of the unlon and that all pointas of
vlew be heard before final action!
s taken in the futnre, -

—UPHOLSTERER.

our League which marked s Dew
advance on its part towards our
fundamentsl position, sspecially on
the question of Centrism. The for-
mer position of the C. L. 3 and
of Welsbord on. this question, s
rijected and the decluration says
that “the group as a whole fully
accepts comrade Trol=sky's views on
this question as obtalned throogh
reports of his discussion with com-
rade Welsbord last summer through
bis letters to us and hils discus-
gion of the gquestion in print, par-
tlcularly In his pamphlet “What
Mext'™

In reply our National Committes
proposed a joint meeting with the
2. Ie 8 asklog its cooperation with
the Lesgue In the pext peried on
the following basis:

“{a) Acceptance by the Welsbord
group of the theses adopted by the
Freliminary International Confer-
cnee of the 1. L. O. (b) that &
adopt an  attitodes  toward the
League as the American section of
the Internationnol Left Opposition
and cease differentlating between
and contrasting fhe one to  tha
other; (¢) that the Welsbord group
discontinune Its clalms to be 8 see-
tlon of or te represent the LL.O.;
that after o transition period of
cooperation between the two or
ganizations on this basks, during
which the possibility of joint work
iz tested, the questlon of & fosion
between the two organlzations be
referred to the National Conference
of the League for discussion®,

The jolnt mestlng which follow-
ed resulted from oo acceptance of
the proposal of the C. L. A. by the
Welsbord group. Following a dis-
cusgion, the nature of which 18 in-
dicated by the declaration printed
below. A declaration wes fAoally
adopted uwnanimously, which io-
dicates the nature of the discussion
and the further steps that are to
be taken. We priot the full de-

clarption beolw :
L] L] L] L]

RESOLUTION OF THE JOINT
CONFERENCE OF REPEESEN-
TATIVES OF THE COMMUN-
IST LEAGUE OF AMERICA
(OPPOSITION) AND THE
COMMUNIST LEAGUE OF
STRUGGLE

1. Previpus  discussions and
correapondence between the Come-
minist League of America (Op-
position) and the Communist
League of S8truggle have establish-
ed the principle ground for com-
mon work and a possible eventual
fusion of the two organizatiops.

2. With thizs fact as the point
of departure the joint confercoce
of representatives of the two or-
gunizations agrees upon a program
of collaboration.

4. In thils eolleboration  the
Communist Leagues of Struggle
adepts the followlng standpoint :

(o} It accepts the theses of the
International Preliminary Coofer—
ence of the International Left Op-
poaition,

(b It regardas the Communiast
Leagoe of Amerles  (Opposition)
as the Amerlcan section of the
International Left Opposition and
supports it as such,

(e) It will enter into collabor-
atlon with the Communist League
of America (Oppositlon) o varl-
ous activitica with the objective of
g fuslon with It and will condoect
itself accordingly in this collabora-
Lion.

(d)} Urmcism of the Commun-
st League of Amerien {Opposition)
on the secondary points of differ-
ence, which may appear in  the
“Wlass Struggle”, will be regulmts
e¢d in content apd tome by the
above siandpoint.

4. The Communist Leasgue of
America (Opposition), on its part,
will welcome the cooperation of
the Communist League of Strog-
Ele in concrete activities and will
focilleate the fusion of the two
organizations after the actual pos-
abilitiesa of common work have
been sofficently tested in the per-
iod of collaboration between the
organizations.

. It is agreed that the Com-
munist League of Struggle shall
be given the apportunity to bring
Itas =pecial point of view om tha
remalning differences before the
memberahp of ghe Communist
League of Amerbea (Opposition)
In the forthcoming pie-sonforence
digcussion and at the oational eon-
lerence,

6. The decislon on the question
of the Integration of the Commun-
st League of Blrugele into the
Communist League of Amerlon
(Opposition) iz Yo be made by the
fortheoming national confercnce of
the latter after opportunity ~has
been given, by the intervening per.
lod of collaboration and discwns-
slon, to judge the maturity of the
condtifons for this action and the
necessity for It The underaigned
representatives of the two organi-
eations at the joint conference will
work for this consummation,

FOR THE COMMUNIST
LEAGUE OF AMERIOA
(OPPOSITION)
{Blgned) Max Shachtman
J. Po Cannon
Martln Abern
FOR THE COMMUNIAT
LEAGUE OF STRUGGLE
(Blgnedy Albert Welsbord
Ham Fiaher
Yeran Buch
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