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The Crisis ih German Communism

Two days before the German
Relchstag electlons forty thousand
Faacist storm troops, preceded by
two hondred armed “anxiliary pol-
{ee” In Nazl uniform, marched
through the streets of central and
western Berlin, They were greeted
by most of the Schupes (German
police) with the Fascist salute It
was effective election propaganda,
but more than that, it was an at-
tempt to put force behind  the
Fasclsm clalm that they are the
"masters of Berlin”. To the extent
that one can speak of weight of
election figures, the claim appear-
ed to have been confirmed two dove
later: though the real contest” 18
Fet to_come, The streets of Derlin
will undoubtedly witness some seri-
ons aspects of this contest.

Out in the West End the brown-
ghirted poraders were grested by
Fasclat flags from practically every
window. In that section of the big
and petty bourgeoisie they conlid
return the greetings to thelr
friends, not cxcluding the rich
Jews, But in Berlin North, the
working class sectlon which in-
cludes Wedding, on that very Saing
day the whole sectlon was isolated
by o strong police cordon and every
houge ransacked while the tefror
gnd the arcests were mounting. To
have horny hands is sure gronnds
for suspleion aml almost proof of
gullt.

Such is now the normal proced-
ure of expressions of everyday life
not only in Berlin but  throughout
Germany. The econtest for  final
and complete assertion of power is
on and Increasing in Intensity even
though, compared 1o what is o
roma, this I8 mere guerrilla warf-
fare.

The False Outlook of the Stalinists

Tha election resnlis expressed a
gerlpus sctback to the revolution-
ary vangnard, Not even the
screaming and empty boasts of vie-
tory maide by the Moscow Pravia
ean hide that fact nor does this
in the least change the reactlon to
these reanlta within the Jdisorgan-
ized ranks of the practically anni-
hilated vanmguard. The setback
welgha heavy upon them. During
these years of growing Fascist dan-
ger the Stalinist leadership of the
officinl Communist party tried to
combat Fasciem and social  dem-
oeracy as two sectlons of the same
camp—Fascism and social  Fasg-
lsm. That was the officinl polley
of the Stulinized Comintern,

At the eleventh Comintern plen-
um held In April 1931, that is
after the German Reichstag eleg-
tione of SHeptember 1930 in which
the Fasclasts rvecorded  their  first
great forward sweep,  Thaelmann,
reporting on the German sitnation,
salkd:

safter September 14, after the

gensational  successes of the Na-
thomal Socialist=, its supportera
thronzhont  Germany  nourished

great expectatlons. We did not at
that tlme permit ourseélves to be
migled by the panicky sentlment
which partly exlsteqd within the
swhole working oln=ss and at  any
mate within social democracy. That
there were even within our  own
ranks cerfaln comrades who o not
only signallzed but nlse  overestl-
mated the grent danger of this de-
velopment of Fasclsm, that is known
to most comeades.  But we (Thael-
mann and fellow boreanerats—A.
8.) declare soberly and serenaly
that Sceptember 14 was In many
reapects Hitler's bLeat day  which
will be followed not by bettor days
but by worse"”

Thaelmann in his report recog-
nized that the soeial democratic
waorkers have a different ideclogy
of elvil war from that of the Fasc-
fatz, and that he peocecded to state
the essence of the Stalindst  view
as followsa:

“om the other band we will wit.
ness that the Social Demdctats
will suceesd also in Germany, a8
they are now alvready in o measare
gicersding, to form [error Eroups
for the oivil wor froon thelr mass
supporters, which will surely in
the future fight side by side with
the Faselsts against us on the
other side of the barricade.”

Up until the very Inst moment,
that is to the actual establishment
of the Hitler government, on Janu.
ary 30 of this year, the Stalinists
miaintained that the maln attncks
must be eoncentrated uapon the
“goeinl Foascisis. What are the
results of thia poliey?

The actuaal results are that the
eriminally false policy of the incom-
petent party leaders has so0  fnr
saved the soctal demoeratic  ba-
reaucriey. Af o party, the 8 P
held itz own in the clections, The
votes east for a workers party in
Germany indicate consclonsg support
for lts policies, According to  this
there are today seven million work-
ers still under soclal  democratic
Influence and following the soclal
demoeratle laders, Perhaps  one
may reduce the number by about
one million, allowing that many for
varlous functionaries, trade unlon,
co-operative and what s left of
gocial democratie local government-
al offipinla. I8 former petty houar-
geols support in general has already
gome to Hitlee, This leaves never-
theless the conscions suppoart of siy
milllon workers, the solid sectlon
of the proletariat, workers engaged
in induostry, in the main cmployed
workers with the tools of produoe-
tion in thelr hands, That i yet a
formidable strength,

The social demecratic  burenud-
eracy has been saved becanse it
was not at all put to the test in
actlon hefore the eyes of these six
milllon workera. They esan  now
continue to prate about opposition
to Fasclem and asabotage action,
Would It not have been far better
to put them to the test and in-
evitable expoaure sn as to be recog-
nized in their truoe light im front
of these slx million workera? Is

it not mow clear that a real Com-
munist pressure for @ united front

Alternatives in the
Decisive Class Battles
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in Its genuine sense  with  soclial
democracy, would not only  have
united the working  clnss  but
wonld alen have forced the hands
of this treacherous bureancracy?
But it iz precisely the Iatally
wrong policy purseed of centering
the attacks aguinst *“secial Fasc
fsm” Instead of a united front with
Anrial democrney which has [Ill!"l'mlt-
ped the Fascist hordes to terrorise
ihe working class In the stroeets, (o
aweep the elections god to slt in
fhe poverminent olaiming the lm-
po=inge =apport of seventeen million
votes te I used ns o preparation
for the final  coap O'Htat, This
Ig the cwiustrophle record of the
padlicies pursaed by the Stallnist
qudl'!'s.'l'ﬂp T alatis

In increasing measure the Fasc-
I=t baned= roam the streets exercls-
ing themselves, (rpining themselves
for the big battles in assassinations
npoy the workers. One look at a
Xzl storm troop reveals jts make-
np. Hpeking oo pobitical  sepso
ik iz the raE tog aml Lok tail of
spciety,  Thelr appearapee s in
weneral that of ronming bandits
It ranks eontaln primarily  pefty
bonrgesds clements o a large ex-
fent recrnited from the declassed
section, thoze impoverighed by the
inflation and the crises. The slum
proleturiat which go to make up
part of iz ranks iz generally re-
erulted from  those who as o re
gular mart of theie lives are down
on the lowest step of the social
ladder, uud the shady elements,
It it vecruits alse other more or
les=  demornlized proletarian ele-
ments  For exnmple in Germany
of today there ate about two  to
three million workers who have
becn unemployed so long that they
bove lost practically all semblance
of mnemployment  Insurance, A
felghtful  demoralization  resulls,
These elements Jdivide mainly  be-
tween the C. P and the Fasclsts,
the moest consclons golng to the
[OTHETr.

Fascist-Stahlhelm Unlty Alms at
Working Class Destruction

A gondly portion of these ele-
ments are atirocted by the =social-
istheally colored demagogy of the
Fascist movement. However as if
nears the pinnacle of power  the
movement changes lta program and
itz whaole stractur: lkewize under-
aoes 1 choonge, “The petty bour-
zeols elements begin to recede to-
ward the backeromed and the move-
msit assames jts real role of cham-
ploning and defending the big bour-
geolsie—the Inst defenders of the
cupitalist system, This change is
already in the making in Gerfmany.

The Stahlhelm on the other hand
makes fquite n diferent impresslon,
nof lesa rvenctionnry bot #2011 4if-
ferent, They represent  the  old

Prossian soldier type. They love
to cover themselves with the de-
rofations of war days, especially
the iron cross. When they meet
they elick their heels and salule in
the stiffest military fashion. In
compoaition the Stahlbelm 1s made
ap of bourgeoisie, petty bourgeoisie
of the more solid layers eapecially
from the raral towns, and  even
workers from the Prussiam landed
catates. At its inception it was for
the republic and democratic. Today
its ideology is reactionary. In the
recant elections it hod a common
ticket with. the German national-
ists. Jointly they express the pol-
ftival organization of the von
Papen-Flugenburg-Beldte section of
the Harzburg united front, The
differentintion between this scction
and its bigger and much more tur-
bulently violent half-brother, the
Hazi, is sl o come.  And it may
hive =ome serious reverberatlons.
The common goal of destroction
of the working class movemsent
found them casily united. To the
reactlonary bourgeoisic the brown
hordes promized something which
it had never enjoyed before—eom-
plete wecurity againat strikes, They
emhody jts hopes of dolng  away
with the hated and troablesome
working class demands, Their rav-
aging fury, worked up on high and
heavy ptomises, s therefore une
lenshed firdt of all and most di-
rectly against  the  Commuanists.
Bot. the aim s much broader, s
the many repressions agalnst the
socinl democrats show, yeg, ©ven
gaing beyond to any section sis-
pected of heing allies to the work-
ing class partles. The broad aim
iz, of conrse, necessarcy if the Fase-
ista are to reallzo thelr hope of
conquest,  But within it, alse the
the dangers of complicatiens  for
the reactlonary camp, Becanse of
this it will sarely vet have to make
its retreats.  Thus in more ways
than one are the poesibilities of
iffenlties in the Fascist path apt
to become hreathing spells for the
prroletariat, openings under  the
heavy attacks which it can untilize
the better to gather ita forcea.

Wuarkers Possess Remarkable Col-
lectivity and Organizational
Diseipline

Meanwhlle this heavy pall hangs
over the  working class, welighing
wprent it like an alp. The barden
iz earried fn allence. Bot 1t iz a
prim silence foreshadowlng zetiouns
events. It Iz something unnatoral
to wltness German workers locking
at a swaggering Fascist storm
troop with eYes which express e
cognition of the enemy and then
apenking thelr thowghta to one
nnother In o careful whisper not
destined for ontside ears, No
semblance of freedom of expres-
slon exlutz.  PFor o long time all
working class mectings and dis-
monstration of any kind are totally
prohibited. ‘The same iz the fate

of the press, sockal democratic prac-
tically as well as the Communist.

THE MILITANT

The Left Oppositon orgun Die Par-
manents Revolution has been ban-
ned nntil the end of May.

There have been no mass demon-
strations in Berlin since the mighty
Heichsbanner meciling in the Lust-
garten on Sunday, February 18 It
was estimated well abowe 150,00,
The Relchsbaniner troops formed a
aolld gigantle sgonare in the center.
But they Hatened to their just re-
elected leader Karl © Holtermann
proclaim the cmpty  phrtase  pre-
viously colned by the Sralinist Rem-
meele ;. *We come  after  FHitler.
Then the demonstration Jisperaed.
Such an ovent lesves a distinet im-
pression of glgantic forces at hand
bt noet being utilized,

On Februnry 29, the zocial dem-
oernls of Iterlin had engaged the
“Sporipalast’” for o commemaration
of the jiftleth vear of the death of
Karl Marx. The ommemeration
speecl was  made by Friedrick
Hjampfor, the editor in chief of the
Vorwaerts, ITtat ke bad no  more
than commenced saying: “To ha a
Marxisl regmires a great  kpowl-
dge, whereas to be an antl-Marzist
one does net need be Enow  amy-
thing™, than the police found suf-
Aeient grounds to eall o halt.  The
meeling was  broken  wop. AMore-
over, It Is now reporteld 83 a com-
mon opinion in capitallst potitical
clreles that when the newly eleeted
Refelsing openg in the Potsdam-
me? guarrison chnveh there w03l be
admission for neither Communist
nor social democratie depnties.

In Germany the highly developed
technology has becn  accompanied
with a thoronghgoing industrial
dirgeipline, In torn thiz has pro-
duced decp-rosie]  working  class
organizations amd  posssssed  (he
workers with a remarkable quality
of eolleetivity and  organizational
diseipline. The highly soeialized
praduciion has produesl in the (Gep-
miin working masses its high de-
gree of zocinl conselonaness and of
eluss consciousies as an inevitnble
vt of A social system  based
upan elass divisions, The German
wurkers live practically the whaole
of their social lves within  work-
ers” organizntions, in the polltical,
ceenomic and secinl spheres,  They
have their own workers pollticeal
parties, trode 1 sy, CONRNMers
co-iperatives, workers sports o

ganizatlonz  ( Friends of  natnre,
Tootball, anglers, cte) workers
freethinker asscciations, esperanta

o ehess plavers ¢lubs; they come
together in (he hnge people’s house.
exiating in every city., in workers'
moowieos and Tle=ires oml =0 forth.
The Germen woerkers are boarn into
organizational  ipstitutions  and
negdtly receive their burial  from

them nl=o, HRroadly spenking, that
iz, exeluding the © . oand its aox-
illariea, all these organizotions: are
distinctly of & =ocinl  demoeratic
ideology and wnder social democra-
the lemidership,. Az o=mal the Ho-
ﬂlnll:::} parly burépucracy  permits
a wide latitude of opinion within
these organzations, s long as s
owi diccetion and control 18 oot
sarionsly  threatened.
(Te be continued y

--ARNE BWABECK.

(Continusl from lost issoe)

The factors which presided at
thes Bivikh of the crizsis may De re-
sumed as follows: overproduction,
the excessively high tevel of prices,
and the Inflation of credit, When
En'l:_rllul:'!iull. will twr veduced to the
point where it does not suffice any
mgre even for the reduced consuimng-
thon, -wo that the world stocks of
raw Juaterials begin fo be drawn
ot when prices will e reduced to
e peind where many pm{luﬁeru
will have to go out of prodiction,
o flee one hand, while a certain
amont of nying i3 encouraged by
the low level on the otlwr; and
when the detlation of credit :]J?nd
the releasze of ligeld capltal a5
lewerel the basie level of interest
rafes to the point where hungry
capdinlists will be more and more
tempibed by speculuative affairs, then
we have the cronomic framework
within which a recovery can take
place, provided the bourgeosisie s
politically in positon to assert its
interests as nganinst the other clnss
ea of soclety.

But, if these economic and poli-
tieal conditlon=s render an wptorn
possible, they are nol sufficient of
them=elvies te prodoce such an up-
turn. For thiz, the capltalists
muist find the means of  re-estab-
lishing their profits and restoring
the eirenlation of capiinl, for wnder
ciphtali=m the moking of profits and
their realization in the accamula-
tion of capital determine economic
activily or fmaetivity. Under the
comditions of erisis, profit is to e
foumd in uwonblocking the elrculation
of coptal by peducing  production,
and in the soper-exploitation of the
proletariat by all methods—wage
e, hi;ll-r‘-l:' hours, :s;u_*l_'-diu; up.
It is only when the capitalist again
beglns to fiwd his proft in inerens-
ing production fhat he recovery in
inidustrial and commercinl aetivity
beging apain.

Now eapitallst stail=ilce are not
kepe with o view (o facilltoting
Marxian ceomsnie  fesearelh.  The
ilnta are insnieient for even au agr
prozimate estimobe of the roate of
surpting value, amd even the rate
of profit can be eatlmated only on
the baxsls of very incompleie  and
delayed ddatn. The law of nneven
divelopment plays an importamsd
role there—ithe figures for France,
for instamen, are in geseral  paob-
lished nimch lager than those of
other large countrles, while Asner-
ica lms ne officlnl astatistles at all
on unemployment.  DHTerent Qg
nrea arrive with different  delays,
ranging from 24 heara to two
mgntha, and often ave nal cpmpuir-
able amoeng hemselves,

For the=e reazons we bave (o be
gulied by rather =ammary and in-
complete Indleations, But fhey will
suffice o glve s 1he broad Hoes
of the present world developments

Ferspective for Coming Period

Asa early ns August of last year,
m sudying  tlese guestions  at
Prinkipe with comrade Trotsky, we
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'How It Stands Today and
lts Next Perspectives
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called fhe attention el our com-
rudes to the following facts: that
the prices of commedities, after an
upprecedented decline, had  began
to rize; that indusieial production
in certain lines, such as stecl, was
ng longer sofficlent even to main-
tain fixed capital; that Iioterest
rales hag reached such a low point
thul speeunlation was beginning to
take hold of the markets, and that
i general the most lmportant pre-
conditiong for sn altimate resnT-
cry wers leginning to be oatlinsd.
I'hix perspective was  relnforced
by the beginning of the wave of
workers' reslstance  in England,
latar in Germany, where if was -
compinied by a beginning of e
emplovment of lakl-0ff workers.
Camreaile Trotsky had proven as
fur ek as the Third Congress of
the 0§ o 1921, in an cconomlic
gitnation which in certaln ways re-
semliled the prfésent ono thot o e
covery unider  certain  conditions
would result  in peinforeing  the
milltaney nnd aggressiveness of the
wiprkers. He polemfcized agniost
fhoss who belioved theat the per-
Apctives of working elass action
ilepended on the unloterrupted in-
tensification of the crisls, and that
a recovery would weaken the fight-
ing spirit of the proletariat, He
showed that while, in fack, o long
pieriod  of capltalist  stabilization,
anch ns (hat eefore the war, there
conld wo longer be a gquestion of
anch a astablllzstion within the
genernl crigis of cepitalism,  but
rather only of a purtial aod tem-
paitary recaovery, Az all well know,
Pl events folly confirmed him. In
Americn, for Instanee, the groal
rillway ghop strike of 1022 came
after the turn in the crisis toward
recivery was no longer doubtfol,
We hinve continved fo study The
Inter developments of the situntion.
In September and In October, we
reported that the first  unecrtnln
signs of an ulfimate recovery, in
the flnid ard intangible sealm of
work exehange speculation and in
the commodities markeis, had been
congalidated for the tlme belng
withont making further hendway,
Bstwosen the high points of August
amdl the lows of June, but that
only o little progiess conld be scen
in the tangible domaing of indos-
trial preduction and in trade.
SIhere i3 nothing aurprising in
ihiz, We must not expect the re-
coviery 1o e uniform  and  homao-
geneons, any more than the crisis
which preceded it or the period of
stabilizntion before that, The law
of woeven development  §a  fully
manifeated bere: gneven ﬂ.E'Ii‘BIIJ-[.I-
meenl A oamong varions countrices,
aml as among different branches of
economic life, In Ameriea, for in-
stanges, §n 1029, indostrial produoc-
tion began to fall after the monih

In the last issue of Die Well-
buehne {(the radical bourgeois Her-
lin perisdienl) to reach here, Hell-
mnth von Gerlach, the well-known
pacifist, who has since bedan réport-
ed under aveest and subject to the
tortures of the Fasclst  police,
quotes the following econversation
between a Mozl leader and a pro-
minent French journalist:

Nazl: “We know quite well that
Germany nesds Afteen years Lo
moe to power ngain economically
and fifteen moto in order to be in
shape as o military power.”

Frenchman: “But the corrldor®

Naxi: "“The question of the corri-
dor can e solved of itself, without
war, It wont take long before
Tinssia crackes. Then we leave the
1"oles the Ukroine as far as Odedsa
pund we, In tnrn, get the Corrider
and Douxig', ( Welthpehne, Feb-
ruary 28.)

Thisn =olutlon of the Nazl chief-
tain is, of course, rather over-sim-
plitled. Im thelr ealénlations, the
Germmn reactionaries,  intoxleated
with their recent and rather easy
snecesses, afe  connting  withoot
thelr host—ihe international work-
ing class. The lafter on the other
hand hns nat as . by far, sald
fta Inat woml. But it Is necessary
to foee the sitantion  clearly,  to
look eve to eye with the facta, Awpd
the facts paint to a sghifting of the
gpecific gravity of the world poll-
tical situation frem Germany wherns
worlil reactlon has been able to
prit o fenther file 0t enp b So-
viet Hu=sin, which s from all in-
leation=s, the next butt of its at-
tack. The defense of the Soviet
Undfon az the foriress of the world
ravolutivn standa first on the order
of the day for the international
prolefairinn  movement, A genulne
defense of the world revelation and
ita Soviet foriress reguirea a re-
counting and an evaloation of the
#et-lpek olrendy suffered In Ger-
MANYF.

The Warning of the Opposition

When the International Left Op-
posltion first sounded the alarm
over the ITitler danger and raleed
the implicntions it had for the
USSR and the progress of the world
revolufion, the Stalinists  acceused
us of o counter-revolutionary de-
slgn to draw the attentions of the
workers away from the threat of
Japancse Invasion in the East. In
doing this, the shining lghts of
buresucratic Centrism only exposed
thair own lack of foreslght, thelr
own poverly of Inndamental inter-
notional perspective and  orienta-
tion. Blinded by thelr “practle-
alley™, by thelr cmpielclem, these
preteniders to Communist  leader-
ghip only =see a danger when they
come up agquare  against Ik So
it has been with the Hitler danger,
to which they .are only now, two

Some Fundamental Aspects of the
Present Crisis in Germany

 have transpired, In  analyzing the

yveara efter the Bolshevik-Leninists

waried agaivst it waking up.

The Left Opposition foresaw the
danger In itz time thanks to  1ts)
internationalist orlentation, the
guiding line for which ia furniahed
by the Marxist comcéption of the
permancnt revolotion. Only  that
conception, viewing the class strug
gle ag an international phenomenon
and [ts revolutionary solution as o
solution o be realized declsively
only on a world seale, provides
the foreslght that Iz necessary in
coplng with the problems posed for
the Communists In the present
eppeh.  The Stalindst conception of
“socinlism in one coontry¥, re-
pudiating, as it does, the funda-
mental idens of Marxism, of neces-
alty leads to blind groping, to the
bungling of the strategical problems
posed, to thée perpetration of erimes
ngainst the revolutlon, to the heap-
ing up of defeats for the proletar
imt.

The breath-taking events of the
ingt few weeks and months In Ger-
many are & case in point. The|
Fasclst Feactlon Is almost without
abstructlon consolldating e power
and preparing for lis next steps|
in the East. Thesa hlows are
gtruck In the face not of an un-
organizged proletariat, but of the
hest organized working class in the
whale capitalist world. Germany
posseases not only  the strongeat
socinl demo¢racy jo the world, but
the strongest Commonist party=—
outside of the U353R—as well In
aecounting for the events  that

get-back that has been soffered, it
is thercfore indispensible and of

the Marxian perspeciive of the per-
manent revolothon, the perapective
of naticnal soeclalist reformism,

“The conception of the perman-
ent revelution was set up by the
great Communisis of the middle of
the XIX coentury, by AMarx and his
adberents, In opposition to  that
demoeratic deology which, as is
known, presumed that all goestions
should be settled peacefully, in  «
reformist or evolutionary way, by
the erection of the ‘rational® or
democratle state. Marx regarded
the bourgesis revolution of 48 as
the direet introdoction to the pro-
letarian revalution. Marxz ‘efred”
Yet his error has a factoal and not
it methodologienl charscier. The
ravilution of 1848 Jdid not turn Into
the socinlist revelutien. But that
iz just why it alse did not achicve
demderney,  As to the Qefman rey-
olution «f 1018: it iz a proletarian
revolntion decapitated by the social
democracy ; mofe correctly, it is
the bhourgesis eouanter-revolution,
which i compellid to  preserve
paendo-demoeratic forma after the
victory of the proletariaf.——(Trot-
BET. )

The pelly bourgeois character of
the social democratie buteancracy
that grew up before the war, turn-
ing aside from the revolutionary
ocutlook of the great founders, di-
rected the movement into the guag-
mire of “realistic” and “practical”
reforms.  The course of the petty
bourgesis leadership led  to  fhe
capitulation o the mwonarchy in
Avpgust 1914. The fulAllment of
the petty bourgeols ideal, after the
collapse of the monarchy in 1918,
involved the decapitation of the
proletarian Fevolution, the eounter-
revolutionary obstroction of the
permanent course of the revolutlon
and was crowned by the setting up
of the “demoeratic” Welmar re-

the greatest Ilmport to probe the
bagle policies of these two trem-
ecndoud forees, the policies  which
failed to stand the test and the
leaderships that fafled to stand the
teat. ‘The haaie policies of the so-
cial democracy have long  been
thosze of treachery io the working
class and the hetrayal they achiev.
ed in helping Hitler to power was|
all the less surprising because 1
merely cemplemented thelr treach-
eried of 1904 and 1918, The key
to n saecesafol realstamee of the
Fasclst danger naturally rested
with the Communists and thelr
abllity to win the majority of the
working class from the social dem-
ocrats and for revolutlonary strug-
gle, That Involved, above all, the
highly important and concrete quos-
tlon of the application of the Lenin-
st wnlted front tactic. Bat  in
evaloating the events, it ia onee
more necessary to glve a completa
charactetization of the soclal dem-
oerpes, especlally inszofar as it has
A hearing alse upon an nnderstind-
ing of the Btallnist role In the sit-
nation.

The German soclal democracy
atarted out on its road of working
class betrayal by substituting for

puhlic, That only the proletarian
dictatorship can complete the dem-
oeratic revolution, thet the Welmar
type of republic can only head of
this course, that it is impotent in
preventing the rPe-entrenchment of
the reaction—all this has  Leen|
amply proved by the development
of e#vents culminating in the coming
to power of the Faselsts, The
treacherour role of the acclal dem-
ocracy, beginlng with the capitula-
tion to the Hohenzollerns in 1914,
proceeding through the betraval of
the revolution of 1918 and degen-
erating ioto the lowest depths with
the polioy of the “lesser evil”
paved the road for the Fasclat
victory in 19683, That is an estab-
lished fact. The rejection of the
coneept of the permanent revolo-
tion, the petty bourgeols idesl of
national soclalist reformism, has
worked, in the last analysis, as m
trap for the soelal demoeracy tself
and has served fo ald the growth
and the selzure of power by the
Fascists, whose purpose it I8 to
liquidate the working class move-
ment of Germany bullt uwp in the
course of more than half a cen-
tury.

The responsibillty of the Fial-

Left Wing Criticizes Provisions of
New lllincis Mine Contract

{Continued from page 1)

equally as troe that a wunlon of
the working olass will ALWAYS
fuce slmilar eonditions and  the
mnited fromt of the bosgaes,  the
state and the labor faukers, Th
nuestion f=: will the two year con-
iraect, with oo essentlal difference
from the Lewls contract, strengihen
ar weaken the IPMA in the strog-
gle ngninst the operators, the state
and the Lewis machine? Oor opin-
lon Ia that the presept contract
will weaken rather thanm  streng-
then the onion in the =siruggle.
Thi= i1 the oplnion of the Left wing
i the DPALA,

The Right Wing Wants “Peace™

The nnions camie inte exlstence
through mns= pressure and mass
strugeles and  capn only  grow
throngh such siroggles. The grow-
ing Right wing in the union want
less mass =troggles and long con-
trocts and the respect of the “beat
people” in the mining towns.  The
Hizht wing want “peace”, but the
Left wing knows that yon enn only
have “peace” it you are sirong
encngh (o maintain the union and
its conditions. It is the Left wing
and the progressives who are carry-
ing on the dangerous work in
Fraunklin counly, men whom the
Stalinizts call teaitors.

We mny ask the questlon: How
mitch work will the PMA miners
obtain this summer? Very little.
In fact, a atrike stroggle for o bei-
ter cobiruct, rallying ithe TMWA
migers (hrougheut the nation be-
hind thiz progeam  will eut  fhe
gronmnd from undefneath the Lewis
control and strengthen the PMA.
The PMA i3 far sironger today
than it was when first organized
nd o far  greater  infuence. It
has an excelent chances of win-
T ——— e —— —
inista, for wears nodispoted in the
leadership of the Bolshevik party
nud the Communiet  International
which arose in the struggle against
the social democracy and  its
ireachery, asaumes thereby all the
greater slgnificance. The wholpe
past of fhe social democeacy anti-
cipated their role in the Hitler dis-
aster. Bot why did not the Com-
mundst party, the German seetion
of the DBolshevik Internationsl
prove equal to the task?. This s
the parzmount qoestion that s
posed by the German ¢venis, This
is the geestion upon the answer to
which depends the swccessful pre-
paration for the tasks that face
us at present, Without the correct
amswer Lo thls queation it will be
impossibhle 1o mnke up for  lost
tima, €0 repair the losses aleeady
suffered and te arm for fubure

action. —3AM GORINIMN.
[ T ]

{ Another article on this question

ning & better coniract afper soch
a Hght than Ly compromising with
ne gaing, before o fight. With soch
a strike struggle earrbed on during
the coming peried, on & national
apale, L PAMA wunion wonld be
sirpaeger in the fall than it is now,
It iz very donblful §f the PAA
eaiilil b smashed o aweh a short
period. Rather, the DPAIA wouold
gnin thronghout the country. ‘The
miners are asked to sign o con-
tract, not after o defeated sirike,
when compromise must b neces-
sory, but before & strike, and when
the snmmer slock peried s ap-
proqehing and most of the mines
will b shut down Trade unlon
leaders muat know how to com-
promize, bul in Amerlea we  need
little warning along this line ex-
cept o the hot beaded sltra-Lefis,
Above wll we do not want oom-
promise before o struggle, before
the battle amd when we lmve grown
alronger,

—=HUGO OFRITLER.

ChicagoR.R.Conference

The Associntion of Railway Ez-
centives concluded o meeting  af
the Drake Flotel in Chicago that
was attended by executlves of fifty
nine romds. They held a oneday
clogel session and  elected H. V.
Fletrher ns peneral counsel of the
associntion. None of the members
rwould comment on the procedings
or the plons but the Chieage Tri-
bune says the following, “It waa
nndeérstom! that four major [ssues
dominated the disensslons; plans
of the Democratic administration
for rallroad relbef; consolidations,
mergers, amd rendjnstments In the
indortey ; redoction of  passencer
rates; revislon of the wnge scaies,™

What more need be told to the
worklng ¢loas?
ment help for their bankrupt in-
ilustries, mergers and reduced pas.
senger rabes Lo mest modern buos
and air transportation and more
wnge cutz for the -workers. This=
is the railway execuotives” method
of reqreanizing to find @ way out
of the crisla. It ia the same meth-
od of reorganization nsed by the
other exploibers,

The executives of the Afty-nine
roads realize that the necessity of
nnity fn fighting the depression so
that they can shift the burden on
the working class and small stock
holdera The 21 crafts of the
rallway industry have not yet
realized thizs need on thelr part
The workers In every termina] must
establish raflroad councils of Te-
presentatives of the 21 crafts, They
must follow the lead of the Minnea-

They want goverpg-|

Aamd i3 rendy to go to press. We

of June, but the solemn warning
of the world crash was given only
by the lLreak on the New York
Stock Excehange in Oelober., Omn
Ihe other hand, industrial produoc-
tlon in Franee continued to  in-
crenst until the monih of  June,
1. We must therefore ezpect
still more striking disparities, even
apparent  contradictions, in  the
corae of the devélopment of the
world crisis.

What conclusions do we then
draw from an examination of the
available siatisties?

1. For severnl months now, the
world erisis, instead of continuing
o grow sharper, scems (o heve
siabilized itself at a level fairly
cloge e the lowest point attalbed
50 far.

2. The political and economic
pre-conditions for a recovery exist.
It is therefore not ecxeluded that
the present temporary  breathing:
spell_may develop to fhe point of
beeoming & real recovery, that s,
the orisis may theo be transformed
into a depreasion,

o the sther haml, B view
of the intensity of the crisis, the
political as well a8 the econombe
convulsions in the world capitaliat
grstem  (rize of Iitler ), and the
progre=s of internnl contradictions
withifi' the general crieis of  post-
war cipitalism, it is unlikely that
such g revcovery could be followed
Iay s probswged period of stabiliza-
tion, mot to speak of prosperity,
On the contrary, it is rather pro-
bahle that the unsoelved snd unsolv-
uble voutradictions will be REETUY-
ated by the efforis of cach country
Lo olrave fhee maximum of pmlﬂ:
from the recovery, under conditions
where (he bourgeois alogan of “ln-
teruational collaboration” has  be-
rome more ridienlons and  lying
tham ever,

4. The class sirugegle could  in
all probability take on oven Ereater
shorporss under sueh conditiona,
and the radicalization of the mass.
B4, Ditsed om @ stronger  strategie
situntion for the worker wltnsa
labwr woull again be in dlemamd,
rould be extended, beginning with
more efeclive roslstance in the
field of cconomic stroggles, up to

the most advanced political  de.
[TAETE[T= ko0

The Heformist Theory and
the Stalinists

That the reformists should vaes
illute, hetwoeon fhe hope of a near
future of swial peace and the fear
that the crisis will nover Anish,
that iz only to be expected, Their
theoreliciang have dleformed the
Marxian anatlyais of the erigis T
the point of assimilating It to the
“American” dectrine thot the enpld-
tallst, in hizs own wirll-underatood
=elf-intercst, should by  higher
WigCsS in order to increase  the
i::urﬂmuin,g power of the workers,
That s the logieal Consruence of
the theory of sovial collaboration,
in which the worker disappears as
the ereator of surplosz valoe and
AppeArs as a simple consomer,  Un.
der these conditions, according Lo
the social democrats, if the capital-
=t out of sheer mennness continues
to reduce wages Instead of Inereas.
ing them during the crizia, evid-
|~u£l;r will never end,

ut that the official Comunist
parties should use such a line of
reasouing, when they sy that only
U bourgeols optimist  can foresee
the el of the crisis”, because the
redictions in wages rontinone  fthe
u-}':lala, that is & cause for Burprise,
For obviously the reductions in
WHEes Serve to  re-establish the
profit of the caplialist, which s
the moving power of teonomy under
i Iu‘:'-ll]':ltﬂllu-t regime,

"or this reason Vargn, in th
Inpreeorry is compelled, first l:-:
deny obstinately that there are
any aympleows of an ullimate re-
rovery, second to pdmit the exist.
ence of o “stagnatlon at Bpproxim-
ately the present level, of “the
"i-"ﬂ'”“ attainment of the bottom
0 W criagis”, of “
the erizis™ itzelf. e “buttm g8

All this s the purest “th
ioil™, thiz time Tebaptised H;_dndmﬁ
the Jartal stabilization of eapital-
Ism'"  Already! after three and g
half ¥ears of crisla it sbemeg falr
ehough to say that the partial
stabilization is  over, There g
nothing to be surprised at thers!
fore in the fact that the theoret]-
viang of the C. P of Germany, in
I*:Imlrl maotithly paper Db ;
al , have begun to g
‘fonrth period™., Wor Mtirla u!thl!i
were soundly scolded in an l=aue
of the Inprecorr late last year ng
i vigy I‘I‘nu appearance very radical
bul having for fts actual result n'
wenkening of the work of the Com-
wundst parties”. And the “third
_|_|-|-rur-d", then, not to speak of th
“end of capitalist stabilization™?
The Stalinists prefer to kéep to the
fallnefons mrapectives of the ra-
dicalization of the masses throwgh
the crisls without taking fnto ac-
count the historieal experience and
Even that of the recent ikt

But it is net only a question of
eriticizing; we muoat prepare our-
selves, theoretienlly and practically
to tuke our place in the revival ﬂ!.
the militant spirit of the working
clazs, foreseeing as clearly as pos-
slble the turns in the objective ait-
uation, and adapting our strategy
and our tacties to jt The slogang
for which the Internations) Laft
Uppoaition has been struggling for
rears—waorkers’ control of produg-
tion, eredits ang eronomic  colln-
boration with (he Boviet Unbkon
the Soviet United States of Europe
—aien in these perspectives, acquire
the greatest importanes for  the
revoluotbonary  movement of the
world proletaciag,

—B. J. FIELD.
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