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Communism and the Negro

-

T the credit of Communists gen-
erally there is a widespread inter-
#gt in the Negro gquestion and for
those comrades who can recogoize
the experlences of the party in the
Eonth as more anthoritative than
the deerces of the bureaucrals,
there are vitally important lessons
concerning tactics and strategy in
the struggle against lynching, par-
ticnlarly, and also in the struggle
agalnst all the other weapons Lhe
gouthern rolers employ to perpetu-
ate racial antngonism in the raoks
of lobor--—so as to kecp the Soulh
noorganized.

It ia of very great lmportance
to note that the only really efec-
tive campaign of the party agalnst
Iynching was possible only after
efforts to uanionize the South bhad

Fighting Lynching in the South

ther. ‘Three worker guards kept
wateh over the County jail so that
no matier at what time o mob
might congregate the workers would
be arpnaed at o moment’s notice
The reault was that  the  jailed
Negro worker was transferred 1o
the state penitentiary by  stabe
authorities before his trial ook
plice.

But why wns this the party's
only effective  campaign  against
Iynching in the South? Some oom-
rades may well wonder. And ithe
nswer i2, In thiz eampalgn, south-
erit white ng well as Negro work-
ers were fctive particlpants  But
to understand more fully it should
he barne in mind also that (hey
were together beeause the party’s
efforts aond energies  were belng

led o and made koown to  the
world the Loray strike at Gastonia,
M. O, in which o fightlng istue Was
the Communist demadd for full
gocinl, politienl and economic equal-
ity for Negro workers. A Negro
organizer had been sent into the
flald there to pall out in solidarity
with the white workers, the Nogro
workers in the pleker rooms of that
mill amil the resalt of hiz cofforts
were repcted to on the part of the
bosses by their attack ¢n the Na-
tional Textile Workers™ Unlon on
Jans 7, 1920, the very night the
picker room wotkers jolned the
atrike. Negro workers in the wasle
mill of Bessomer City, N. O, strock
alomg with the white workers in

the Amerlean mills of that town!

in protest agoinst the frameup of
Fred Beal, the sirlke leader and
fourteen other comrendes and mill-
tant workeras—this frame-ap follow-
fng the boszes' attack of Junme 7.

Thiz frame-up changed the strog-
gle into primarily a defense of the
workers framed I the Gatsonia-
Aderholt case, but the enlls o
eviery mesting and  demonstration
were addressed (o and invited both
Megro and white workers. Never-
theless, with the exception of Negra
Communists, there werg practie
ally no Negro workers who defed
the sonthern segregation laws and
the ever-real terrorism in the South
becanse of the institution of lynch-
ing to make their presence a re-
gponge to the ealla uniil the south-
ern Convention of Textile Workers
held in Charleite, N, C.. Octobar
12, 13, and 14, 1920, appeared as
pregoant with the possibilities for
n general movement  to organize
the entire working class of the
Houth. Thiz convention to which
both Megre and white  delegates
came and participated, drove home
to southern whiteé wofkers préscnt
the fondamentally lmportant faet
that any serlous movempent to or-
genize the Sonth muest develop oot
méfely on the basis of wages, hours
and sphop comsbderntlons, but  joat
a8 important or more s0, on the
bagis of foll eyguality for Negro
workers in the workers' organiza-
tions,

Following this conference, in and
aroiond Choarletie, N, C. sapecially,
medtings of defense of the framed
waorkerz, meetings celebrating  the
Russian revolution, mectings to or-
ganize the unemployed, ¢be., were
responded to by workers of both
roees, and workers of both  foces
became members of the organiza-
tions, steps which In themselves
were blows at the Losses' wiapina
of divislon, segregation and  Jim
Crowlsm cspeclally ; but also steps
preparatory (o the only real strog-
gle in the Bouth carricd on ngainst
I¥uching as In these inatances too
the workera had fe be ever ready
to defend themselves from atlacks,

It was on Febroary 8, 1030 that
Senator Helln of Alnbama deliver-
¢l his infamous speech in which he
emmdorsed, condoned and encouraged
Iynching, which was a signal to the
southern Bourbos he  represented
to employ this weapon more fre-
guently asz an ald in thelr efforts
to push atil]l mere on to the shol-
ders of the proletariat, especially
the MNegro proletariat, the burdens
of the decpening erisis, at a time
when the strikers of the Leaks.ille
mill in the vicinlfy of Charlotie,
N, €. were yet under the influence
and guldance of Communist organ-
jzers, o time when o that town,
meetings preparatory to the March
§ demonsfration against unemploy-
ment were being frequently held.

In just g few days, several lyneh-
inga took place, the frat and most
dramatically brutal belng that of
Jimmie Levine at Occlla, Ga. This
prompted the comrades in the field
to call profest meetings in all see
tions of the Soulth where even the
boginnings of orgaulzation had
becn made. Certaloly smobg the
very frst to get sctive were the
workers and comrades in Charlotte
who held firat & noon-lay demon-
stratien against lypehing in front
of one of the local mills and then
advertized the special protest meet-
fng. But “so full df artless jeal-
ousy was gullt” on the part of the
Charlptte police that they Inter-
rupbed the demonstration as o move
agninst the lynching that was being
prepared in Charlotte at that time
instead of as &  demonstration
against Iynching as an Institation,
and a3 a result, the whispering
campalgn agoninat a colored fellow
being beld in the Mecklenburg
County jall at that time, charged
with raping a dead white woman
in a funeral parlor, leaked out Be-
cause of thelr attack on the pre
parations for the protest meeting.

Of course, this transformed the
iotended educational and protest
meeting into an experience or ra-
ther, a test of the forces In the
locallty for ond against lynching.
The armed thugs who congregated
within less than half a block from
the protest mecting, Jdld mot CATTY
out their threats to break it wop
They did not even dare to atteek
it Bot the workers made plans
to carry ithelr struggle much fap-

divected in the direction of organ-
izing the industeia]l workers of the
Ronih imstend of almost exclusive
Iy the tenant farmers of the “Black
Beli”,

The campaign of the party
agalnst Iynehing eame to o halt ag
fur md helng cffectlve was concern-
e#d (ihere were mAany rensce sob-
ordinate to it) when b pot forward
the =logan of  “self-determinalion
for the Negroes of the Black Belt”
which ecarrfied with it the aim of
agrarian revelution instead of pro-
letarlan revolutlom  in  the Bouth,
When that change was made Ty
the party, it suffered let-down af-
ter  let-down, instead of rising to
sreater helghiz om the uphill of
winning the South for Communism,

—GEORGE J. BATT.

The Banking Crisis
In the U. S.

{Continued from Page 1)

tuall- in elrculation, the result of
which is inflation,

This would mean higher pricés
for goods, less buying power of
ihe workers' wages, and Intensi-
feation of tho capitalist attack on
the workers® standard of living.

It simply cannot be predicted at
the present time whether or nol
thiz will follow, If the cApitel-
ists decide that their interests will
be best served by inflation, the pre-
sent banking erizis and the issue
of scrlp may afford them a favor-
able opportunity to carry it through.
This is by no means certain, how-
ever, It would mean a  serious
setback in the struggle for world
hegemony, particularly If  Franes
remuains finuneinlly “‘soond”  and
supports the English ponml agalnst
the dollar,

The Dadly Worker has already
deelded 1hat there will be  infa-
tion, ond furthermore that the new
paper to be issmed, the  “serip™,
will be deprecliated and that it is
all & trick to cheat the worker and
gmall depositor Ly giving it
worthiess paper while the banker
holds on to his ensh and gold. Un-
doubtedly the capitelist class  u-
clopding the baokers will try  to
throw the burdens of the banking
crislas, as well as of the erisizs in
general, on to the patty bourgecisie
nnd the proletaviat. Bot merely to
say this in peneral does mot  do
away with the necessity of study-
ing the concrete gitontion  and
wolking out an effecctive revolution-
ary <lass polley on the basls of
a correct understanding of what s
going on.

It Is possible that too many acrip
may be issucd leading to inflation,
or that delay and confmsion in get-
ting it out may resull in a general
unwillingness to aceept it which
waould lead to its depreciating in
priee, which would take the form of
a premium for dollaf bills  over
gerip.  But thizs cannot be assomed
in advanes, This scrlp must not
e confursl with something like
the serip which the bosses use all
the time In many mining districts,
for instones, which can De  used
ouly in company stores, and consti-
tates an outright cheat on the
worker, fo be  fought against at
pall tlmes,

If this were the kind of scrlp
vhich it Is propoged to lssuo bere,
or if the new serip  were  really
what the Dally Worker says it is,
it would be the duty of all rev-
| olutionary ovganizations of the
waorkoers to take the leaderabip In
a defensive movement to refwae to
aecept i, wader some soch slogan
as "We want our full wages—oeash,
not serip”. At the present time,
there dors not seem to be Aoy
reason for such o slogan, and it
should not be raized onless it s
meant and responds to the living
cxperience of ibe workers,

The typleal Stalinist “two-class”
opportunism in deallng with other
clugzes 8 shown In the demand for
“decisive mass actlon” by  small
depositors to get their deposits ont
in gash., This I8 & capltulation to
e peetty bourgeois payehology of
“I dont care what happens to the
others, jost so [ get mine™. It is
in no =en=e & workers' demand,
sgch as those for higher wages, or
uncmployment relief, Workers' de-
pesits are not thelr main worty.
The slogan iz a mechanical attempt
to harncss the forces of the most
advanced section of the proletariat
to a8 repctlonarv-individoeallstie de-
mand of & section of the pelty bour-
peaisie, 8 demand which 15 neither
practicable on the basis of the
exlating order nor constitule: a
step In a revolutionary direction.

_Bl Jﬂ EIELD!

At this erucial moment of the Ger-
man erisis, the Left Opposkion
minest Ih-li-ll'wdmllt;:‘ Inte the
with full party rights, to fight slde
by slde with the other Communist

workers for the cause of the pro-
badgrlnd !}

L

Successful Meeting

In Newcastle

New Castle, Pa.—Comrade Ochler
grrived Bere on schedule, Febroary
oy, amd spoke to & meetlng arTONE-
od for him at the Enighia of Malta
Hall, securcd for thls occaslon. In
pupabers, response, political repre-
spntation, and kecn interest mani-
fested, the mesting wis a SUCCes.
About seventy-five workers, from
the CP, 3%, IWW, and other work-
ingelass organlzations  including
fraternal and trade-union locals,
young WorkArz, sympathizers, and
many old milltants active im the
labor movement for years atbtended.
It was a wvery representative and
selective andience,

Comrade Oohler’s lecture was Pe-
ceived with the eclosest akbention
and concentrated intgrest on  the
part of the saudlence. Al phases
of the Géerman sitpation were givin
in their logicnl order and relation-
ship, starting with a loeid consi-
derption of the objectlve facltors:
ihe economic erises and the Gerinan
ecpnomic erlsls in relation o the
internationnl situatien, and the
political erisiz flowing from the
sconomic.  All these points which
are ABC to Marxists, were a very
vislunble and intersting lessonm Lo
the advanced workers which com-;
posed its audience. Passing from
the objective to fhe subjective fae-
tors, the role of Lthe working class)
partles and thele polleles was of
the most acate interest, as  thers
wiere Stalindsts and Sociallsts  in
the audlence, The course embark-
wd on by the Bocial Demoeracy o
1914, and the criminal policies ﬂl!l
wiglinigm whbely aided both the So-;
cinl lwemoeracy and  Fascism by
building a wall between the Soclal-
fst Workers aml the Communists
through the theories of Social Fase-
fgin and Third  DPeriod  Zig-sags,
these phases of the leclure drew fite
during the discussion perfod, es-
peclally from the Stalinists.

The discussion perlod took such
# turm, due (o the political cur-
renta in the andience, that comrade
Oehler actually gave o series of
short talks on the history of the
Comintern since Lenin, deallng with
the Chitnese Hevolutfon, the British
Gieneral Hivike, the sitoation in
ihe Heviet Uniom, aud the problems
af the labor movement in this
couutry, in otder to answer  all
ipeestions In detail.

Ho intense was the intereat, that
thi chulrman, comrade Reyboars,
had to declare the meeting adjourn-
ed at eleven I M. after "n three-
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posal, to deferd the Stalinlst stand
w—pmie of them asserting that the
party's policy was now in faver of
the *united front with tha lead-
aers”. This contention was adequ-
ately refuted by Shachtman who
quoted from the official party press
te  the contrary. Beveral young
Communists present approached us
to express thele agrecment  with
onr views or their dissatisfaction
with the officinl point of  view,
Otlheers declared thelr disagreement
with the attempits of =ome party
membsers present fo disrapt the
meeting by constant heckling., A
very favorable impreéssion WaS
maile, however, upon the workers
presemt in gencral,  Added to the
preliminary  individoal agitation
work Lhal has been earried on by
our comrades in this section, this
meeting revealed the sentlment for
our moevement and jedicates  that
poodl  organizationsl results  will
soon b fortheombng,

Two Good Meetings
In Boston
Boston,—Two excellent meetings

on the erisis in (ermany were held
by the Boston brauch of the Com-
reianist League of Ameriea (Op-
prosition ) last week., On Shodoy
night, March b, eomrades  Antlon-
vite F, Koblkow of Boston and
Martin Abern of New York spoke
pefore an audicnes of over 50 in

tensely Intercsted persens at  the
Belmont Hall in Roexbury. After a
complede review by the speakers of
the causea that brought the Fase-
ist Hitler inte power in Germany,;
1he traiteorous roléd of the soclal
demaseraey of Goermany from  the
days of the World War up to now ;
the enormities of the blunders com-
upitted Ly the leadesship of (he
Communist Party of Germany and
the Sialinist Communiat Interna-
tional in relafiion  fo the Paselst
menade, the speakers browght for-
ward in detail the program of the
Lastl Opposition, partleularly  the
matter of the ¢correct application of
the united front policy in order to
uchieve a militant and  victorious
struggle against Fasclsm,

The remarks of the spenkers wers
very woell recelved, and nnmerous
ruestions aimed 161 forther to clar
ify the situation were put to the
spankers.  Large mumbers of Come
munists and Socinlists,  incloding
quite a few numbers of the Young
People®s Soclalist League who oos-
pouse The e of the so-called
“Alilitant” grfoup in the B P. Cop-

hour period of lecture and digeus-|
slon. We have reason to
that the jdeas of the Left COpposi-
tion have been greatly advanced
aq o resnlt of this meeting.

—AlAN HUDSON.

250 AtBrownsville
Meeting

Two hondred amd fifty 'm:rlr.-::s‘l
prcked the holl at the Brownsville
Labor Lycéum iu the first mecting
ever held in that section of the
eity ¥ the Left Opposition, to
hear our standpolnt presented on
the situation in Germany and the
tasks of the Communisiz,  Almost)
half of the apdicnce was composed
of members or sympathizers of the
Communiat party and the Youog
Communist League, whe listencd
attentively to the exposition of our
views by comrade Max Bhachtman,
In the discus iom, three represen-
tatives of tho party took the floor
with extended time at thelr dis-

by

F

Cdigtribmted and a0 large hatel

fes of the Milllant were sold and
of
vomraide  Trotsky's “Germany -—
What Next?"; his speech at Copen-
hagen “In Defense of the Russian
Kevolntbon™ and the brochure, "S-
viet Heonomy in Danger™, were
aold.

On Friday Mageh 3vd, com-
rade Martin Abern addressed amn
Open Forum, at which 40 people
were in gllendmoce, at  Peabody,
Mas=. on the subject, ““The Crizsls
in Germany™, A good number of
spcinlists werd alse presented at
this meeting, apd after the leciure
diseuszion teok place among those
present on the sitnation in Gers
many, and ':SIHL":H.IJF on the -
spective roles of the Soclallsts and
Communizts in the class strogele.
This meeting was arranged through
the offorta of the Boaton branch of
the Commonist League,  There i
a motleeable enlivenlong of the ae-
tivitiea of the Boston comrades,
and these are reflected tos in the

columnga of the Militant.

International Pre-Conference of
the Left Opposition Presents Thesis

Continued from last issoe
Fundamental Principles of the
Left Opposition
The Internationnl Left Opposl-
thon stands on the groood of the
first four Congresses of the Com-
ntern. Thizs does not mean that
it bows before overy letter of s
decisions, of which many had a
purely temporary character and in
individosl practical copsequences
have been refoted by subsequent
practice. Dut all  the essential
principles (relation to imperialism
and to the bourgeols to

state;
deémocracy and reformizm; the
problem of the Insarrectlon; tha

dictatorship of the proletariat; the
relation to the peasantry and te the
oppressed nations ; Bovieta; work
in the trade unions; parliamentar-
P e policy of the united front)
remain even today the highest ex-
presslon of prolelarion sirategy In
the epech of the genersl orlsis of
cupitalism

The Left Qppoesition rejects the
revisionist decisions of the Fifth

and Sixth World Congresses and
considers necessary a radieal  re-
statement of fhe progrmm of the

Comintern, in which the gold of
Marxism has been rendered com-
pletely worthless by ihe cestristie
alloy,

In accordance with the spirit and
the sense of the declsions of the
firgt for World Congresses, and In
conlinoation of these declsions, the
Laft Oppositleon sets up the follow
ing principles, develops them theor-
etleally and carrles them {hrough
practically :

1. The independencs of the pro-

letarian party, alwaye and under
all conditions; coodemnation of
the Koo Min Tang policy of 1924-
H; condemnation of the policy of
the Anglo-Russinn Commitbes:; con-
demnation of Stalin's  theory of
twoclass  (worker amd peasant)
parties and of the whole practice
baged om this theory: condemna-
tion of the policy of the Amster-
dam Congress, in which the Com-
munist party was dissolved In the

pacifiat swamp,

2, Hecognition of the Interna-
tional and thereby of the permia-
ent character of pro n
revolullon; relection of the theory
of socialism in obe couniry as well
as of the polley of national Baol-
sheviam which complements it im

Germany (platform  of  “national
liberation™).
3. Recognition of the Soviet

Siate ns » Workers" Stade, in spite
of the growing degeneration of the
buremueratic Fiegime, T il i-
tional command that every worker
defend the Soviet state agalnst
imperlalism a8 well as agalost in-
ternal counter-revoluotion.

4, Condemantion of the economic
pilicy of the Stalinist fractlon both
in ita stage of economle opportun-
fsm In 1923 to 1928 (stroggle
agninst “overindustrlalization™ and
staking all on the kulaks), as well
ag" ita stage of economic advenbor-
ism jn 1928 to 1932 {over-stretched
tempa of Industeiallzation, through-
going collectlvization, administra.
tive, Hguidation of the kulaks as a
clazs), Condemnation of the orim-
inil buresucratle legend that “the
Sovlet state has already  entered
Inte  Bocialism"”, Recognitlon of
the necessity of a retorn to the real-
istie economie policies of T.eninism

6. Recognitfon of the necessity
of systematic Communist work in
the proletarinn mass organizations,
particolarly in the reformist trade
unlons. Condemnatign of the thepry
and practice of the Hed Trade Un-
fon Organization in Germany and
Slmilar constroctions in the other
countries.

#. Rejection of the formula of
the “demotratie dictatorship of the
proletariat and the peasantry” as a
separabe reglme distinguished from
the dictatorship of the proletariat,
which carries along the poasant
and the oppressed massed In gen.
eral behind it Bejectlon of  the
anti-Marxist theory of the peace-
fol “growing-over” of the dem-
ocratic dictatorship loto the goeial-
st one.

First Mass Meeting
In Los Angeles

Los Angeles.—The first  official
appearance of the Left Opposition
bhefore the workers of Los Angeles
was the mass meeting on the quoes-
tion of the “The Crizis i Ger
many.” The regsulis of the meeting
of AMarch 3 left the newly formed
branch highty enthuslaatic.

Over 26 workers ineluding a
geore of members of the party amd
Y. . L. listencd to the presentation
of the position of the International
Left Opposition The ball  chosen
for the meeting was far too small,
Exery inch of standing space was
taken and the meeting overflowed.
The deor was kept open to allow
the workers who eoild not be ac-
comadaled within the hall {o hear
the speoches and dlsenssion.

The speakers of the evening were
S M. Bose amd C. Curtla, Comrade
Hnm Meyers was the chalrman,

After the speakers of the cvening
had conecluded the floor was thrown
opien to discossion.  The comrades
of the ¥CL and the party are
marked here as elsewhere by a lack
of any sgerious education. {They
hnve, however, plenty of that which
goes a8 Marxism-lenindsm In the
prrasent dny.)

Lirfven into the corner by the lr-
reRiihle fow of Marxizm, ane woung
comrade rescorted to the Inevitable
refreat of an  exposced  person:
slander. "The meeting, finnlly, mi-
Journed at midnight. We are sure
that the comrades and workers arc
going to seriously consider the L.
O, position, and are golog to  ralze
the j=sne wilhin  heir organiza-
tions.

It is mnoteworthy that dbe € P
here hos mot taken notice of the
German events, The necessity sen-
sitiveness of a Communist to in-
ternational events has heen LEfunted
by the yenrs of the Stalinist re
gime. “More impottant things. ...
ghop campalgns, wvnemploved  work
vowno ' the bureancrats mumble.

MoTe Important things than the
defeat or victory of the most pow-
erful working elass movement out-
gide the TBSR!

The mesting resulbed in a nome
ber of contacta for the I. O. and
fitlte o gale of literature,

The comrailles of the L. (). are
very aclive In the mazs apemploy-
el movement and are the recog-
nized spokesmen within the moyve
ment for the Left wing. The Lefi
wing of tha Unempdoyed Coopora-
tlve Hellef Associntion (an orvgani-
walion of 406K hewds of familles),
throuwgh the Initiative of the L. O,
has imvited the O . inle active
participation in the work. ‘The com-
rades of the C. P. are having guile
a time of . AL one meesting we
are counter-revelutioni=ts, and At
another we are Comrd es-In-arms,
batiling together, {7,
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7. Recognition of the necessity
of mobllizing the masses under
transitional slogans corresponding
to the concrete sitvation in  ench
country, aml partiealarly usder
democralic slogans insofar as it is
# question of stroggle against
Pl relations, mationngl AT
gion o different varieties of opon
imperialistle  dictatorship [ Fasc-
sm, Bonapartism, ete.),

&  Itecognition of the necessity
of a developed united fromt poliey
with respect to the mass  organi-
zations of the working class, both
of trade union and political char-
neter, including the SHocial  Deom-
oorkey s a party.  Condemmatlon
of the ultimatist slogan “ooly from
below”, which in practlee means
the refusal of the unlted front and
conacquently the refusal to create
sovicls, Condempation of the op-
portunlstie applleation of the wni-
ted front policy as in the Anglo-
Russian Committee (bloc with the
lenders without the masses amd
ngainst the masses); double con-
demnation of the policy of the pre-
gent German Cewntral Commities,
which combines the ultimuatist slo-
gan “only from below™ with oppor-
tunistic practise on the occasion of
parliamentary pacts with the lead-
era of the socinl democracy.

8, Hejeetlon of the thoesey  of |
social Fuselsm and of the whaole
practice bound up with it, as serv-
Ing Fascism on the one hand and
the social demoeraey on the other,

10, Differentiation of thres gromp-|
ings within the enmp of Commun.
fshm: the Marxist, the Ceniriat
and the Right. Heeognition of the
impermizsibility of a political alll-
apce with the Iight against Cen-
trism ; support of Centrism againat
the class enemy ; irreconcilable and
systematic strugele acalust Cen-
trism and its slgrag policles.

11. HRecognition of parly dem-

The Forelgn Fulwf Association,
nardly known for fts Communist
leanings has recently Issued a very
interesting report on the  class
forces and relutions io China, The
report issued over the signfature of
T. A. Hizmon laoks the wsual bour-
gerds bombast and mekes the el-
fort to conflne ftself (o the actonl
facts. As such it deserves com-
ment,

The central pivet of the Chinese
gituation, today, Is the expanding
inflgenece of Communism in the in-
tevior of China, which the report
declares, i the “key to politiceal
ovents in China”, The recognitlon
of this fact is most signifcant to
revolutionaries  throughout the
waorld, 1L points o the compléta
bankruptey of the Chinese boorge-
ofgle Lo solve any of the needs of
thie Chinese people.  In aplte of il
the material support the Chiang
Kai-sheks have received from  the
Amerlean imperialists  they have
not been able to alleviate the inde-
seritmbie conditions of the Chinese
masses even in the most elemeniary
manner, They have not been able
to consalidnte China amd  conswm-

DAY, MARCH 8,

mifibe it imtcrnnl unity., They have
remalned  the  eompradofes, the
lmckeys  of forelgn  imperializm.

Bisson states that the anti-foreign
peelicy, the drastic secial and inter-
nnl reforms, which he claime “'were |
heing thpidly and easily achieved,
during the 1926-1027" perled no
lomger obiain today., This clearly
bears out the analyvais mode by
the Left Oppositlon of the refsc-
tionary rode of the Chinese bowr-
geolsie in the revelution. We have
declared many times, not only on
the bpsis of the experience of the
Husaion revolutions but  of the
particular class relationships that
exist in China, that the Chinese
Dourgenisic conld not be a progres-
give factor. Ourf analysils direct-
ly  contradicted  the  revision-
st pollcy of the Stalln-Bucharin
leadership of the Comintern, which
lost the Chinese Communist Party
in the camp of the Koo Min Tang,
because the latter would “Aght
agninst imperlalism"™ because it
feared the consequences of the pe-
tion of the toiling masscs who would
necexsarily have to be brought into
motion, At this point we disagree
with DBlssom, who says echolng tha
Mensheviks of the Stalin  faction,
that the Kuoe Min Tang had sct
an autl-imperialist movement afoof
ipe Pl VO2G-102T7 pericd. Innumer-
able Lacts have been  addoced to
prove the falsity of this siatement,
Eventa have incontestably  demon-
strate) that the Kue Min ‘Tang
banrgcoisle never  fought agninst
imperialism bt agalnst one or an-
other imperinlist nation  with the
supgart  and  sponsorship of Beme
ather imperialist natfon,

The driving foree of Communiam
still retaing fta vitallty despite the
defoat which Stalinism led it into
and the four wvears of ruthless ox-
termivation of the flower of the
movement by the butcher l:hl:n.ng
Eai-Bhek and his hangmen, Bisson
admits that under this danger of
Communism “the Left and Right
wings of the Kuo Min Tang—form-
crly quite distinct—have drawn so
clogely together as to become prac-
tically indistinguishable,...”" Wa
might add that =0 great is the
npprehension of the Chinese pener-
als of the apread of Qommunism in
thie interlor of China that even un-
der the fmpoot of the blows of the
Japancse imperialists, poartitioning
nerthern Ching, they  could not
spare any forces from thelr cam-|
pafgn agalnst the Communists,

On the character of this Commun-
st movement in Ching the state-
ment of Bison further vindicatea

position of ireéconcilable hostility
to the Stalinlst fractlon which ecur-
reptly deminotes the T, 8. 8 R,
and the C. 1. The recognition of
these principles, on the basls of
the decisions of the frst four Con-
gresges of the Comintern, 8 an
Indispensable conditlon for the ae-
ceptance of aingle organizations,
gronps and  persons inte the com-
position of the Internationgl Leff
Opposzition,
Faction and Not Party

The Internationnl Left Opposai-
tion regards itsell as a faction of
the Comintern, and its separate
natbonal sectlons az factlons of the
national Communist parties.  This
means that the Left Oppoesitlion
doez not regard the organizational
regime created by the Stalinist bu-
reaueracy  as final. On the  som-
trary, it proposes as its alm to toar
the banner of Bolshevism out of
the hands of the wsurping Lurenu-
ericy and to brlbg back the Com-
munist Internntional to the pein-
ciples of Marz and Eenin, Thut
such a policy unider the glven con-
ditions iz the only correct one, is
proven both by theoretical analysis
as well as historical experlence.

Althoungh the special  conditlons
of Rusaia had brought Bolshevism
to a fnal break with Menshévism
s early as 1MZ2, the Bolshevik
party remaingd on in the Sccond
Internntionsl until the end of the
Fear 1014, The lesson of the world
WAr wis nféessary, to  pose  the
question of & new  International :
the October revolotion was neces-
sy, to call the new International
inte being.

Such an historieal catastrophe
i the collapse of the Sovict state
would vaturally sweep away with
it the Third Internatlonal tos, In
the same way, the vietory of Fase-
ism in Germany and the smashing
of the German proletarlat would
hardly allow the Comintern to sur-

oeriey noft only in words but alse
in fact; ruthless condemnpation of
the Stalinist pleblscitary nz-.gimar
(gagging the will and the thought'
of the party, the rule of usurpors,
deliberate suppression of Informa-
ton from the party, ete).

The fundamentn] principles eno-
merated above, which gre of basle
lmportance for the strategy of the
proletariat In the present period,

place the Loft Opposition inmto =

vive the consequemces of its dis-
astrous pollees. But who in  the
camp of the revolution wonld today
dare to say that the collapse of the
Soviet power and the victory aof
Faselsmm in Germany are Incvitahle
and invincible? Not the Left Op-
postion, in any event. Ita policles
are, on the conirary, directed to-
ward defepding the Soviet Unlon
from the danger of Thermidor

"lil Report Confirms Opposition

the prediction and analysis of tho
Left Opposition. He characterizes
the movement as having made
“steady gains in Chioa's agrariao
hinterland™., Mot a word about tha
slrength of Communism in  the
urbap and industrial centers, And
how can it be otherwise?  Aug-
menting thelr criminal errora io
the revelutionary peciod the Stalin-
st bureaucracy has turned ils face
away [rom the proletarint fand bas
established what I8 virtually o pes-
ants' party drawing on the belated
echo of the rural areas to the rev-
olutionary ppsurge that has passed
and which bkas not e yeb re-arlsen
in its real force

The fundamental problem of the
future of the Chinese people 1is
ralsed by DBisson with siogular
clarity. “Capitalist domination dt
the Kup Min Tang bhowever, has
not suppressed  the  issue thos
rafged, With the progress of the
Chinese Communist movement, tho
cholee  between  reconstrocting
Ching on a soclalist or a capitalist
basiz is pressed more and more
Insistently on Chinese leaders., On
which of these bases shall China
seek to satlsfy its supreme politd-
el pocessities — natlonal anifica-
tion, stabillty and security ¥ This
is the crux of the Chinese “puos-
zlo” just as it is of the chaos that
relgng throughout the rest of the
world,

But this problem has possed from
the demain of pedantic inguiry to
the plane of tested reality. In
Clilnn, no sooner, had the bourge-
oisie seized the relns of govern-
ment than it bas foond fteelf In
o paralytle lmpasse, gnable to solve
any of the burning questions of ita
nationnl economy, let alone the
dire needs of the hungry masses.
To put the question is to answer it
-...Either eapitalism will plunge
the masses into the abyss of bar-
barism or the emergence of ho-
manily on a higher plane will come
through the trivmph of the prole-
tariat. —ULARKE,

The Seventh Congress of ithe
Comintern Is at least two
ﬂm]m. ]ltlil musd e eallod Do

Y. With the Lefi osliion
participating ! e
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German Proletariat.

by LEOQN TROTSKEY
A pentrating AMarxist analysis
of the class dynamics and forces
at work Im the prescnt sitoation,
A burning Indictment of the
treacheries of the gocial  dem-
octacy and the eriminal bilun-
dera of the Stalinists,. A work
ng Left wing worker and Com-
munist can afford to neglect
Onne  of the texts of the fatoee
182 Pages Cloth 65 Paper .36
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which bas been brought closer by

centrism, nnd toward helping the
German proletariat not only to get
rid of Fascism but alse to con-
quer power. Standineg on the
ground of the October revolotion
amwd of the Third International, the
Left (dpposition rejects the idea of
parallel Communist parties,

The entlre reaponsibility for the
aplitting of Communizsm llea na-
tnrally on the Stalinist bureaweracy,
The Bolshevik-Leninlzsis are  pre-
pared at my moment to réturn into
e composition of the Cominten
and to preserve steict disclpline of
action, while at the same tlme
eArrying on an Irreconcilable strug-
gle ngalnst bureancratie  centrism
on the basis of arty democracy.
Buot teday, under the conditlons of
the split, our adherence to the Com-
muniat International cannot be ex-
presged by organizational  self-
limitntion, by refuzal to Assume
independent politieal Initlative and
engage fn mass work, -but muat be
cipriased by the content of our
work, The Left Opposition does
not adapt itself to the Stalinist
burganeracy, does not pass  over
its mistakes and crimes in silence;
on the contrary, it subjects them to
an Irreconcilable critlelsm,  Dut
the aim of this erlticlsm 18 not to
=L np competitive Partics against
the existing Communist Parties,
but in drawing the proletarian
nueleus of the official Parties over
to our slde and in this way reviv-
lng them on a Marxlst foundation,

This question Is put moere crude-
Iy and more sharply in the USSR
than anywhere else. The policy of
a seeond party thero would mean
the policy of armed insurrection
and of & new revolutlon, The pols
ley of the faction means steering e
course toward the internal reform
of the Party and of the workers'

stetie. Deapite all the slanders of
the Btalinlat bureaucracy and of
its admirers, the Opposition  re-

meins folly and completely on the
ground of reform.

Our relation to the Communist
International is determined by the
name of onr faction: Left Opposi-
tion. The content of our ideas and
methods is characterized with aunf-
ficient clarity by the name Bolshe-
vilrLenlnlsts, Every section must
bear both of these complementary
dealgnations.

To be econtinuwed




