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Opposition

League's Views Triumph at Progreisive Miners Conlerence

(Coptivued from page 1) :
cance, (rade unplon democracy, abolition
of high wages for officials, clasgs-strugele
policies, relentless fight against labor
saners—ell of these and similar demands,
which are becoming the dghting pro-
gram of lnsurgent workera iu every u.m-|
tion of the lubor movement in all parts
of the country, found their place also
in the program of the Gillesple Confer-
@ence. In thig fact is o be seen the best
basis for the eventual fusion of the
Hlipgis movement with similar mowve-
ments in other parts of the country into
a single national fermation. For varlous
reasons this necessary unification of
the scattered lnsurgeot elements oo &
pational seale remains o be realized. An
organization, or a group of oOrganisi-
tions, with sufficlent stabilily and In-
floence to attract the other scattered
movements around it is one of the ele-
ments still lacking for this pational con-
centration. The Gillespie conference and
the forces represented in it coold not
yot gerve this purpose. It could only con-
tribute to the process. But the dynamic
potentialities of a great role are there.
The developments of the FProgressive
Miners in Illinois In the coming months
mey have a decisive bearing, not only the
mining situation but also vpon the whole
Left wing and progressive labor move:
ment of the entire country.

The Pregressive Miners Organizailon

The importance and signifcaoce of
the Giliesple conferonce derlves primar-
ily from the participation of the E'ro-
gressive Miners of America. Not only
from the toep but alse from the bottom,
from the local unions, the fghting Il
inole miners came to rub shouldera with
the delegates of other trades and take
ecoungsel with them. Here is 8 bearteniog
slgn, one of muny slgns, that the P. M.
A, stands higher aod sees farther thono
the prévious districe formation of insur-
geot mioers. Still going through its
own first birth pangs &8 a union, the
P. M. A already looks beyond the bor-
ders of its own industry and seeks alll-
ance with the workers of other trades.
And the parilcipation of the rank and
file, through dewegates from  the local
unions, shows wvery clearly, the genuine
mags impubse behind the movement.

But if the doemination of the confec-
ence by the Progressive Miners was the
gtrength of the eonference, then, in an-
other sense of the word, it was also lia
wenkness. The other delegoations came
from the small local craft uniops and
central bodies in  the Illinois minipng
towns, and from Left wing groups which
are still in the stage of propagapda ra-!
ther than stable unlon ur;anluun-:l..l
Buch g combination can and should work
out a common program of agitation. Eu:i
on such a basic there can be noe seripus
talk of & new labor federation.

The progpects of the new onion repre-
sented at Gillesple are the proapects,
first and foremost, of the Progressive
Miners of Amerien., If this new unlon
purvlves the test of fire In the coming
months, and consolidates its organization
more frmly in the struggle agalpst the
operators and the UMWA, it will by that
fact lay a big scction of the foundations
of the oew unlonism, If the PAMA goes
down in the fight and loses its organiza-
tion base the new unlon movement will
recelve the heavieat blow.

In other articles the specific tasks and
problems of the PMA, and s prospocts
for expansion into a wider fleld will be
consldered. In our opinipn the FPro-
greasive Miners' movement in Illinols og-
cuples at the present movement the key
pouition in the oofeldment of 4 #Dew
progresaive sweep in the labor movement
on & national scale. For that reason it
deserves the closes attention of all those
elements anpd tendencies which strive, O
pretend to strive, in one way or ancther,
to break the labor movement out of the
paralyzing pgrip of the A. F. of L. bu-
reascrats, And by the same token the
worth of these various tendencies Iin the
feld of trade unlomism can be judged
moat coneretely by thelr attitude toward
the activitles and problems of the PMA,
and especlally by ihe answers they glve
to the guestions which haven't been Ans.
waned ¥et.

From this polnt of vlew it is inlereat-
ing to note the position taken on the
Gillesple Conference by the various poll-
tieal groups. The Soclalista, the OPLA,
the Lovestoneltes, the Stalilnists and the
Left Opposition—all of them reacted to
the Glllesple Conferemce. But the only
groop that gave & clear and definite ang-
wer beforehand, and had its position
confirmed to the letter by the exrperience
of the conference itself, was the Com-
munist Left Opposition,

That wing of the 8 P. which tralls
aleng with the Progressive Miners, and
fattens ftself parasitically on the blun-
ders and crimes of the leadership of the
officlal Communist party, bad nothing to
gay, and no advice to offer, about the
project of a new federation of labor be-
fora the conference. As with the forma-
tion of the PMA itself, these parasites
walt to saee what luck the miners have
with their ventures. If & glven wunder-
taking fails they wash their hands of
it; if it succesds and aweeps & IAass
movement with it, they trall along and
arploit it. And all the time they maln-
taln & solldarity within ope party with
the Hillguits who support Lewls and all
the other black reactlonaries.

The CPLA, which recommends itzelf
s the center gnd leader of the progrea-
glve labor movement, also showed the
guality of its leadership im the matter
of the Gillespie Conference, The recent
{ssue of the Labor Age printed the call
for the Gillespie Conference, with Its
announced Intention of “formulating a
pew federation of labor™, without saying
definltely what It thought about the pro-
jeot. Were the Musteltes In favoer of

at Gillespie

Lrgly—you will leok in wvain for a cate-
gorle: answer In thelr publication  Lea-
fuke the evens, And it is on just such
juestivns that clear aod categoric ans-
wiors Are reguired, The comment of the
Lalpr Age implics a certain support for
the idew of o new federation of labor to
b formed at ithe Gillespie Conference.
But the deor s left open to face the
other way, If things go wrong and the
miners ovolve themeelves in a serious
mistuke, In this attitode the Muosieites
run true Lo form, In all their dabbling
with the Illivois miners sltoation, they
Bave never failed to show this policy of
balf-wayness by which they blunt the
sharp edge of all the issaes and muddle
up the progressive movement from with-
ip. It is in the highest degree thanks to
them that the Farriogtopn-Howat betray-
al was put over on the miners and the
liberation movement against the Lewis
burcaueracy was so long arrested and
iizoriented. Lot the llinols miners who
rifanin seme confdence in these pseudo-
progressives, affer all their experience,
usk themszelves why the CPLA did not
tale o elear position and warn them
agninst premature and dangerous experi-
ments with o new federation of labor.
By what right can they claim to be lead-
ery if they can't answer such gquestions,
aid answer them at the rlght time?

The Stalinkst Position

The position of the Stalinist delegates
in the Giliespie Conference wae indeed
a spectacle for gods and men. A half
a dozen or so delegates from TUUL
groups in Chicage came to the Glllespie
Conference gnd gave the miners apother
oeeaslon to serateh their heads in won-
dorment at this gueer melange of con-
iradiction and incopsistency, this com-
bination of adventurous leaps apnd pan-
ieky retreats, which goes by the name of
the trade unlon policy of Stalinism. The
conduct of the Stalinist delegates at the
conference was Indeed a humilinting con-
fession of bankruptcy, and a complete
repudiation of everything that have done
o the trade union feld in the disastrous
vears of the “third perlod”.

If the trade union policy of a political
Eroup is any good it showold reveal il::I
strength precisely om such an occasion
ng the Gillespie Conférence where work-
ers’ organizations are secking an ans-
wer (o new goestions. Isn't that a fair
test? The Left Opposition thooght so,
and that Iz why ite representatives at
the conference expounded there its irade
union policy, oot in o new edition but in
the old ope, Nothing that we said or
did there stopd In contradiction to the
standpadnt we have taken in the whole
course of the develppment of the pro-
gressive labor movement in recent years,
We are quite willing for the militant
miners to judge the trade union poliey
of the Left Opposition not only in the
light of what we said at the econforence
but also in the light of what we sald
before the conferemce.

The Stalinistz came to the conference
under a heavy handieap. The best mill-
tants in the miners' organization were
antagonlstic to them, and for good rea-
#ong, The Btalinists fought the opposi-
Hlen movement in the UMWA which lald
the ground for the formatlon of the P,
M. A. They fought the PMA which re-
presented o mass movement and set up
against it the National Miners Unlon
which dld nol exist o INinois, They
set the TUUL up as 0 new labor center
in 1926 and sinee that time have been
characterizing all unlons that did oot
affiliate with it as “company unions”, If
these polleies had been  confirmed as
corfect by the development of the move-
ment §tself, the Gillesple Conference was
just the place to defend them and o
make further proposals along the same
lines. But there was the rub. The pol-
icles had been completely diseredited In
lift and did not in any way At the
problem of the hour.

How did the BStalinist delegates gat
out of this contradictfon between the

whole policy of the recent years and the

{Continued from last lssme)
DISCUSSION ARTICLE

If there is any Inatance where only
the Communists can lead efectively and
correctly, it 18 In the struggle against
capitalist militarism and lmperialist war,
Yet, witness the spectacle at the Bar-
busse Congress at Amsterdam when the
Comemunist International shandoned ita
rightful role of leadership to the intel-
lecinals! Comment here 18 soperfluons;
the Milltant has dealt fuolly with
this Congresa and at the Student Con-
ference Agalnst War at  Chieago, ini-
thated by the N3L and the Communists,
the Amsterdam spectacle was repeated
in an even more grotesque manner. The
YOL abandoned its fleld and the resulta
of the Chicage Confergnce were—con-
[uglon, dissrganization, perverslom and
misrepresentation of the revolutlonary
ways and means to combat lmperialist
war axcept as clarified by delegates and
supporters of the Communist Left Op-
position. {(See the artleles on the Chi-
cage Student Conference In the Militant
by Aderhabe and A. Glotzer for an an-
alyels of this Conference). It was ino-
evitable there, as at Amsterdam or where-
ever the same stopt is tried, that when
the Intellectoals or students took over
tha leadership In the anti-militarist move
ment, the real basls of struggle against
war wioa vitlated and the workers mis-
led. The . P. and YOL stood In the
wings, bebind the scones, wltnessing,
approviogly, the spectacls and abandonsd

the proposal? Or agalnst it? Or peu-

Shall the Revolutionary Students Be
Organized Into Separate Movements

THE MILITANT

concrete needs of the moment? Very
gimply. They made a complete right-
about-face on everything. And they did
this without previeus announcerment or
warning in the Party press, without any
acknowledgment of previous error; aod
they even kept, or tried to keep, straight
faces through this blzarre performance.
In the cooference there were not a fow
conacious militants who follow all devel-
opments closely and take carefuol note of
what each group ond tendemcy stonds
for. But even these seasoned  people,
who were glad enough to see the old
rulnous policies discarded bag and bag-
gage, regarded the spectacle with a oer-
tnin amount of amuasement and incredal-
ity, as one walches a cleens pecformer
godng through flip-flops and wonders how
be does it.

If the party staods for the formation
of o pew labor movement, apd if ihe
TUUL f& in foct the pew labor center,
a5 they bave maintained since 10249, then
why not urge the Gillespie Conference
to join the TUULY That iz certainly o
logieal conclusion--if the policy wae o
correct one, DBut the Stalinists delegales
did not even mention the TUUL. Aore
than that, they appeared theres as the
most vociferous opponents of any idea of
the formation of a pew geucral labor

(Coutinged (rwin peige 1}
tomorrows, Significant fact: in 1931, the
Comppuplist parly crimivally  supported
thi Fascist popular veferendum to dis-
golve the Prussiaom Diet, with Its soclal-
ist-Centrist government, (bhus alienaling
the socinlist workers from Communism
aned raising the prestige and strength of
Fageizsm. COur vielent condemnation of
the policy of the so-called Red Heferen-
dum was met with the customary Stalin-
ist alwse: the Trotskyista are ageonts of
Braun and DBrocuing. Io 1933, the same
I'russian IMel is dnally dissolved by the
Fasclsts, nol by refercodum but by die-
{ntorvial deeree, What position do the
Htalinkyts takey If thelr policy in 10931
wis gl Dolshevism, and wot a erimin-
al adventure, it would be logleal Lhat
this policy be crowned in 1933 by a
vote iu the IMet to dissolve it. DBut they
actd in exuaclly the opposite way: the
Comupmtnist fraction voted topgether with
Ihe socinl deomocrats and the Catholic

(Germany: W

Center agaln=t  the disselution of the
IHer!
Thiee: Wi most drastle decree yet

Agned has becn put into effect by von

movement ot the proseot time, They re-!
peated all the argumenis which the Left.
Opposition bas been making on  this
gquestion, the argoments which ap 10l
visterday had been denounced as eoun-
ter-revolutionary. They went forther
than that. In their disorderly retreat
from the discredited policy of yesterday,
they arclved at snch a conservative posl-
tion, they argucd 50 passionately against
the danger of prematore splite In the A.
F. of 1. unions, that they found them-
polves A number of timea i aillance
with the extreme Right wing of the con-
ference, with those whoe wanted only to
let well enough alone and take o
further progressive steps of any Eind,

If the Nationgl Miners Union is the
only organlzation of the progressive min-
erg, @l if the PMA is only an imita-
tion of the Lewls union—as was maln-
trined wp Il yesterday—then the Gil-
lespie conference shounld have beecn made
n foragm for the sdvaoncement of this
idea.  Bot this policy had likewise gonc
Lo pleces oo the recks of reality. SHo...
the Natiopsl Miners Union waoa not meg-
tioned by a siogle word. 1t is by soch
conlrpdiviions and zig-zags that the
Btalinlets have suceceded in discrediting i
the Communist party in the Illinois coal:
field and facilltating the revival of the
spcinlist orgavoizntion,

The Left Oppositionists who, by a con- '
sistently correct policy over o period ﬂf|
years, amnd by a loyal participation In:
the struggles, have galned o cefiain ju-
fluence and prestige in the  progressive
miners movement of Ilnois, have great
and uslque tagks before them. They!
have to 1ift up the banner of Commun-{

ism which has been frompled in the miral
and make the miners understand that the
monsirous biunders and crimes of thel
recent years are not an exprossion of)
Communism bat of the Stalinist perver-!
glon of ik, In view of the |i_|1|pi||ilau-;|:|1.l
of the I'arty orgasization in ﬂ-uutl.lernl
Iliinglz, they are obllged to fulfll the
natural functions of the party; to con-
duct the direet struggle against the re-
formist clements for the decisive influ-
ence in the movement. They have to
take wpon themselves directly the initin-
tive and the leading role in the organi-
gatlon of a strong Left wing which will
steer the new movement ficmly on the
path of a clasa stroggle policy. The de
atiny of the Progressive Miners move-
ment of Ilinois depends on thiz.  And,
conversely, the chances of an early re-
vival of the Communist movement and
organization among the miners, under
the direct leadership of the Left Opposi-
tlon, depends wpou the complete identity
of its own interests with the fundamental
ioterests of the miners’ movement, The
Letf Oppositionists at the Gillespie ¢on-
fereénce were animated by this  funda-
mental conception and made it the start-
ing point of mew plans and new en-
deavors, Creat things can follow.

—JAMES P. CANNOXN,

ary student participating in sach o con-
ferenice doing his duty in attempting to
lead thils struoggle acainst capitalist war?
He thought so. But he was doomed to
failure. Yet subordivate to, snd a part
of the ¥YOL, the revolutionary students
could take a part, howscever small or
large, in g united front movement against
war on epecific lsages

On other questions, the M3L has taken
n position which on the one hand s
correct and on the other, false. For in-
atance, the “revolutionary” MNE8L endors-
ed the Cpmmunilst party In the Novem.
ber elections: a ecorrect action. But it
motivated its support of the Q. P., not
on revolutlonary class grounds, but on
the fact that the C. P, of all political
parties consulted. bad alone taken a stand
for the students om their specifle pro.’
blems of class fees, ete. How ridieulous
for an organization presumably pivoling
on a4 revelotionary axis! Why should
any such confusion arise among revolus
tionary students? It shouldu't: the con-
fusion is unnecessary and aprings argely
from the concept of an independent stu-
dent role and the belief that revolution-
ary stodents should pot  forth  more
“palatable” or “adaptable” reasons for
their revolutionary conclusions. This s
the manner In which lberale and oppor-
tunista jostify thelr stopiditics or  be-
trayala.

Yet, and this s another decialve fac-
tor, the Yonng Communist Lsagus, mea-
sured by Its theoretical and organies-

their leading rode. Was the rsvolution-

fof e Communist party in Berlin have

Hindenbury oo the control of the press
amd  publie meetings, Any public meet-
ingy, for which 4% howrs advance ootlee
must be given lo any cnse, may be for-
bidden “when danger to the public sec-
urity is to be spprebended”. Are the
Suzia a donger to the puldic securlty?
Of course not!  Lint the Communists and
the socialists manifestly are, above all
angd primarily the former, agoivst whom
the decree ks particulavly aimed. Meet-
Ings and demopstrations may be  dia-
splved for auy one of g dozen ressons,
which means (hey may be dissolved (i e,
Viplently dispersed) without any reason
at all being givenm. Auy paper may bo
conliscated or suppressed  for  “inviting
disobedience of the government or its in-
struments, for inviting or glorifing vio-
teuce, for proposing a general strike or
m strike in some vitally pecessary in-
dustry, for defending or holding up to
contemd  the organs or institutions or
teading eflicialy of the government,” ete.,
vle. For sccond offenses, papers may be
suspended for from six to twelve months !
Even pullie coltections for party poe-
Posea “may e restricted or forbidden”.
i o word, the activities by word or
teed of any wilitant working closs or-
saulzation, of the Communist party in
particular;, are enreiully clrevmsceribed to
the paint where it is foreed doto o
r-:ll'll.ﬂ,._i:l,l;,'l.:ﬂ't_

Az iz kvown, the Kote Fahoe, organ
af the Communist party, together with
several olher party organs, has already
been hit hard by suppression and con-
figeation. The central organ of the so-
chal democrats, Vorwaerls, as well as
oiher secialist papers, have met with o
similar fate.  'The central headgquarters

miready been raided, Meetings of work-
ers are being forbidden or dispersed by
forees. The sume mensures emploved by
Mugsolind on the road to estoblishing the
Huck shiris in power, are being stovted
with & vengeance by the Hitler bandits
i Germany today,

The eivil war has started in all earn-
el We take soine excerpts from a sio-
gle lssue of the New York Times (Feb-
ruary G, 1033) 1

At midoight tonight reports from gmll
over the country give this additional re-
cord—undoubtedly incomplete for the
day—of the evil rosults of the violemoe
atbending  these  demonstrations. In
Chemndlz, in o clash between socialists
aml MNuzlis, one szocialist was killed apd
twilve wounded, five perhaps fatally. At
Wetzlor twenty were wonnded in a sim-
llnr disturbavee. At Rochum, In a o1~
flict between Nazis and Communists, a
Maxi leader was killed and thers wers
thirty-one arrestz In Mumich, in g
Nagl-Communist clash, thres Mazig, =
Communist, two poliecmen and a Releha-
banner wan were wounded, In Btettin,
in a row between Nazi storm troopers
und govinlist Heichshbanner men, 0 Nazi
wig badly wounded. .., Joachin Matthes,
17 years old, was held tonight In Stass-
furt on a charge of murdering Mayor
Hermann Kaston, The Mavor, whoe was

-
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Communists, Socialists and
Fascists in Civil War

also o Soclalist Deputy n the Prossion
Diet aud the fatber of u family, was shot
frogn belind while opening  his  gurden
gule, He dics fu o bospital. ... In Dussel-
dotf elght wen were  injured  during
elaghes in various parts of the city, after
four busloads of Nazis had been shot at
[rgm windows, Munich, Leipsiy aod
Dunzig also repocied bleodshed. .. ."

The eivilk war has stavted, but ouly
siarted. The frst bloody skirmisbes al-
reauy show whuat form it wiil take when
it cxtends to the far vaster scule id
must take on before the guestion : Fasc-
igin or Hoisbevism, i3 definitely decided.
The realitics of the class stroggle explude
this theories and practises of the Stalin-
iHis every day. 1f the theory of “soecial
Fusclsin™ was regarded with contempt
il outraged feeclivgs by the llaliag so-
cialist worker who  remembered  bls
Matteottiy, it I3 wow belng cut to pleces
by the Hitlerite knives sunk inte (he
Lodlies of =secialist workers in Gormany.
The morder of Mayor Easten, the killiog
of dogens of other aecialist proletariang
and militonts, these give also o death-
Lblow in ¢oncfele to the theorctically wn-
tenable shogan of “social-Foscism'”, What
sohinhist worker, aml what I.Tll.u,:lllgl.'l'l.t.
Conmmunist worker will still believe (hat
Rusten amd other martyrs to Fasclsm in
LGenmuny wera murdered because  they
roprescntig] the “moderate wing of Fasc-
isin "7

More than that: the cowpsoling theory
is= being sciulously spread in whispers
in the ravks of the Communist pariy
that, after all, it makes po diference (o
the procetarint whether it be Brocning
o vanl apen or yon Schleleber or Hitler
who §s In power. For, you sce, they all
Pepresent  goe and Che same class, the
bourgeoisic! This is a theory of oo
wirds, crimioals or coufirmed  idiois.
ilow wany party members  bave  beeen
tnken im by this, by your lewve, theory,
vilnmot be estimuted. Beores of  thoem,
bowever, have voleed it We canuot con-
creive of a4 more signal servics rendered
te renction than this theory. It is cal-
culuted 1o exeuse the Impotence of the
cSlelinists during the past pericd of the
struggle, and also to justify the wretel-
v passivity and bewildersduesa of the
pavty chiefinins in face of the crisis.

Is Fasclam Ddiferent?

Is Faseism "diferent” from the “dem-
eeralic” forms of bourgeols governiment?

Is it possible that a serious worker
van even cotertain such a goeation o
the year 1883Y Yes, both are the role
of the bourgredsle, Ooe by “democrntic”
ueans, by deception, by illusions, by
"peaceful persuosion”. The other, hows
evef, throws off all pretense and toler-
ates nope of the bourgesis or proletarian
dcmgeratie forms or lustiiutions. Is the
suppreéssion of the socialist press ouly a
iitfle aceldeninl joke of IHitler® Is the
murdering of severnl socialist workers
merely a regrettable mistake of the
Foscists, or perhaps a  Machiavellian
(Het Lo disprove the Stalinist theory of
“aocial Faselsm"¥ Iasg the history  of
itallan Fascism been forgottem alrendy?
Have we already forgotten these grue-
=ome pholographs, printed in thelr time
ln every labor paper, of workers mass-
acred inm Italian etreets, of newspaper
eilices wreeked, of labor temples demol-
ishedd, of every single fustitubion pmpd
vrgnnizmilon of the working class —pe-
toermist or revolutionary—destroyed with
lestial ferocliy? Of the trade uwalons
smwashed and the political partes driven
underground and their lendors impris.
e aud exiled and banished?

Wheever even hints to the working
cla=s that there is no real differcoce be-
tween the “demoeratic™ rule of the Lowr-
geoisie and the Fascist rule by torel and
sword, (hat it Iz & matter of indifference
lo the proletarint, is playing the gome
te the best interests of Fascism! Who-
ever does not shout out loud to the work-
ere of all groupe and organizations that
they must immediately form a poworful
united front to crush Fascism before it
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ls iu a position to crush the working
class completely, is not a leader of the
working clags but an  impostor who
should be kicked into the obacurity whers
lwe Beclongs,

Can Fascism still be smashed? Yes,
It should and could have boen smashed
monilhis ago, before Hitler became Chan-
cerllor, Juvaluable, irreplaceable times has
already besn lost, but it 15 oot yet too
late.  Onee prganlzed inte a powerful,
united army, the million-beaded German
proletoriet can Fwcep the Fasclet seum
vul of power and into oblivion, But this
clepnunds strugele, and onited stroggle,
aed wheerver stands in the way ia glv-
g aid o Hitlerlsm.

The Socialist Leaders

Lo 1l socinl democratic leaders wankt
i lighe? Yes, if they could be guaran-
el that the masses, onco set into real
wolion, will stop where the leaders want
them to—i. e, at aoother socialist or
eoalitien ministry, let ua say—and not
g further along the road to proletarian
pervur—_ihe loghtal goal of soch & mass
wiovement. But there iz noe sach guaran-
iee, mnd Che goclalist leaders, well aware
of it, prefor to restrain, hold back, check,
soullic nud give false consolation to the
witses whp follow  them. When the
it Is dissolved in Prossis, the social
demaerracy does nobt call upon the work-
ers Lo rise o protest, to act as a olags,
Mo, these coptemplible Prossian  dem-
sonds run o the Supreme Court at
Lasipely b complain abouot Hindenbarg's
tineonslitulional action!

But the Communists? You read the
Paily Worker in vain for an clucidation
fof the strategy and tactics of the German
!Il..'ummuu'lut I'arty in the present aituoa-
thon. There are whole days when the
Ikily Worker simply doesn't mention
ihe German =ituation, for what does it
apeaant o when compared with 5 mect-
ing of the Independent Barber®® Unlon
of Grester Now York? And when it does
refer o Germany, it coniaing badly e
writlen aecounts  from  the capliallat
press, or else cables from  the Interoo-
tiomnl Presa Correspondence which are
a0 disgrace Lo the Communist movement?
What s the line of policy of the German
CommroiniEt T Whal o they dolng? Wht
o they plan to de¥? What kas happen-
il with the enll issued on the morcow
al Hitler's appoiotmént for a natlonal
peperal strike? About all of these vital
guestions, not one saingle word ln the
colnmng of the Dally Workar.

Here you have the German sltoation
prelsedl on the tip of & needle. The way
it fulls will decide for the next perlod
the fatc of all Hurope, and consequently
af Lhe worlil  revoelution. The eentral
argan of the Amerlcan Communist Party
dvils with the whole situation as though
it were reporting a local sirike of third-
rale signifiennose]

BPut let mot the Daily Weorker be made
the scapegoal for the Comilntern. For
it is the Comintern, we repeat, that is
resprnsible for the unprecedented sllence
converning the German events. Why?
Why I= po explanation glven to the Com-
mitiist workers about this silence? What
is the position of the responsible leader-
ship of the Communist Internutional on
the decigive events which are unfolding
in Germony? What horrible calamity is
Stalinism preparing for the interoational
profelariat?

Plaiu words!
maiel,

spesk wp pow! Mot after the evenot,
ol nd a sermon for the dead, but a8 &
hattle ¢ry and a line of march for the
living,

For the real, Leninist wanited front!
i'or a bloe between the Communist party,
the Soeinl Demoeracy, the Trade Unions,
the lied Front Fighters, and the Relchs-
banner, o march separately but to
=irike unitedly, to bring the lron fst
of the Gorman proletariat down upon
the skull of the Fasclst beast!

Prowetarian Communists, milltants,
workers! The decisive word lles with
you now. Speak up so that the whole
movement may hear and act—before the
whole movement has been drowned in
its own blood.

W, Feb, 8 —M. 8

That is what we de

broad organization to iuclude within it
not  only young workers, but also the
revolmtionary-fncline]  students, T
Cowmunist Youlh organization does not
demand that young workers or students
who desire Lo join it, shall be full-fledged
Lommunizts when they make application,
It reguires, and properly so, thot those
julming it shall he willing to lsarn to
b Communisis, in theory and through
sarticipation in the struggles of the
workers, We spenk hore not of the earl-
ciature that the YCLo in the TUnited
Statea, and elsewhere, haos become, but
of the {oundation upon which the Young
Communist Interpational was  erected
aml the manner the YOLe were expect-
e netonlly to function. For such  sig-
dents who join the NSL (oday because
of its revolutlonary program, we have to
sny that their place i divectly in the
ranks of the Communist youth organiza-
tion.

It 1s a totally false conception of bridge
organizations and their functions to @mc-
cept the formation of an  independent
sludents’ organizotion as a part of that
sehema, An ILIY, which defends olass
war victims irrespective of their political
or economie views, 13 onge thing. An in-
dependent students” bedy with a politieal
program and functlons is an altogether
different matter., An ILD hog an obvl-|
ously legitimate function to perform. An'
independent  students' organization cam,:
and already hes done great harm to the
immediate and historieal interests of the'
workers. That which tends to and doea
usurp the role of a revolutionary poll-,
tical party or YCL becomes a parvarsion’
of Marxist theory on the rols of & Com-
wunist party. When the Steliuists sid
in the formation of such bodies s the!

tional besis, is or should be a sufclently

Nalional Student League, workers and
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peasants parties, Labor party, anti-im-
pevialist Leagues, cbe., ete, they  only
faviher undermine the theoredical foun-
dations of Marxism, and pasticularly the
role of the . I and YCIL. The NSL,
in onr opinfon, is but another version
or application of Stalinist theory, amd
as im the otber cases It resulls only in
additional blows delivered against  the
revelutionary movement. The Darbusso
Confercnce and the American replicas
of it are the demonstrations of  how
these blows are dealt,

But while the Left Opposition, hence,
muel stand oppozed to the formation of
independent  students’ orgamizntions, and
more 20 when they masquernde as “reyv-
clutionary™ or “Communist”, this by no
means excludes work amonz  the  atu-
dents. In whatever studemts’ organiza-
tions  exist, the Communist must
bnild fraoctions, even as they do in trade
uplong and other mass organizations of
the workers, and there seek to develop
Communist Inflnence and win the in-
dividual students to the revolutionary
bauner and organization. Kven as antl-
imperialist papers can be issped by the
Communist without special anti-im.
perialist organizations, so con Commun-
st student papers be issued to proclaim
its cause for the workers and proletar-
ian studepts,

Win Students on Communist Basls

Nor need there be any neglect of neg-
tenllzing or trying to win as allics to
the proletarian cawse the middle clags
or petly bourgeols students, in the same
manner, relatively, as we seek to  make
allisg of the poor and seploited farmers,
But while we recognize the nesd to win
wach groups te aocopt the leadership of
the proletariat and the Communists in
the strugeles against the bourgeolsis, yet
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it is not for ue to aid in the creatlon of
erganizitions of the petty bourgecisie of
varigus descriptions. Bigger and more
important tasks remain  for the Com-
mriinists,. Wherever any organization ex-
i, however, which contains workers
and other cloments ypon whom we can
exert influcnce, the Communists enter,
balild froctions and conduect thelr work
actordingly.  Hut certainly Communists
van never think of relinguishing the role
of leadership, politically or organization-
ally, to such elemonts; for they are his-
levicully unqualified to do 8o: they can-
ol serve, wilh thelr confused and false
pregrams, the interests of the working
vliss and the vast mass of exploited.
Trotsky poiuts out in connectlon with
the building of the Red Army: “The petty
buurgeols intelligentsin could give the
army o considerabls pumber of lower
wilicers. a8 they had done under cearism,
Lt they coulid not create a commanding
corps in thelr own image, for they had
ne imoge of their own.” Likewise, by
anplogy, the Commupists powhere must
voncede leading historical roles to forces
incapalle of “creating a commanding
corps.”  Wherever Stalinism has permit-
led them—and, worse, justifed It—thers
huve resulted debacles: in Chine on &
tremendons world stage: In Amsterdam
( Barbusse Congress) on a lesser, but
still important scale; and in

(Youth War Confercnce) on an illuslon-
avy and comie seale.,

In short, the Left Communista must
come to the conclusion, In the writer's
opinion, for the liquidation of the Na-
tional Stedent Teagus and slmllar crea-
tons, and inslst that the Commonist
party and YCL take over the dutie and
role that properly belongs to them.

—MARTIN ABRRN,




