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The Danger of Thermidor

An Analysis of the Significance of Stalin’s Latest Speech

\Luntipued from page 1)
says, “tw buy aod gall at will". From
wuuln seg tw woom? To avd from the
uue Wou vaers the right prices, wheiber
AL D8 e slise, @ private dealer, or @
Lorelgl guplliast. Lo peasant  sirike
tor toe Ireeaem of interpal trade leads
unmediavery o the demaud for the abe-
Litlasi ul Lioe munpwl.}r of lorcign frade,
LoHt s toe 10Ele ol lhe mislakes of the
pive Lear Plam,

1p hus speech Stalin gave the summary.
Af Lo thig we sball sprak b ou separule
article. Bul in plepued cconomy  the
glaustca palance sbheet corvespouds to
Lo eeouomie Dolauee shect prely 1L CHEE
the pluan is correct. A pl;].LL full ul k-
takes, on the coptrary, il COMPUOLLER
oF eveu sunul the greatest successes. Lhe
Five Year Plan bus brought auurm_nua
gaws in technigue aud o production.
Hut it economic resulls pre exiruordin-
aFily contrudietory. As Iar as Ll prodi-
tical balppce-sheet 18 coucerned, it shows
an open and very gresi delicit.  Lut pol-
itiog is copdensed, CoLCRLLUALed  CCOU~
omy. DLolitics s decisive, A socialist
construction, which urives a wedge be-
tween the worker and e pedssant wsd
sows dissatisfaction among the proselar-
iat 15 o lying copsiruction. No  HEUFes
can chauge this eujective estimation. The
real balapce is not given ou the pages
of the newspapers, bat in the telds of
the peasants. 1n the barus of Lhe kolk-
hozes, in the warehouses of the factor-
les, ln the dining-rooms of the workers
gnd linally, in the bheads of the workers
and of the peasants.

Through all its zig-zags, its dclays, its
forward-leaps, bureaucrutic Centrlsm hos
not strengibened the dictatorship of the
proletariat, put on the gontrary, bas in-
creased the donger of Thermidor. Only
cowkrds can fear to pame this result out
loud. Focts are stropger thun words. In
order to struggle agaivst inimical facts,
we must call them by their right natmes.
We must also call those responsible by
thelr pames; Stalin apd bis cligae,

Why do we speak precisely of Ther-
midor? Hecaopse it is the best known
and most complete bistorical example of
a masked counter-revolution which still
containg the outward forms and the rit-
ual of the revolution, but which already
changes the class content of the state,
Here the clever omes will interrupi s,
to show their clevernesa, “In 1Bth ¢en-
tury France, it was a question of a bour-
geols revolution, im 20k centuory Rus-
sla, of & proletarian revolution; soglal
conditione have changed considerably,
the world sitvation has changed, elc.;
ete.” With soch  commounplaces  any
Philisting takes on an appearaoee of ex-
traordinary profundity. For us teo, the
differcoce between the October revolua-
tlon and the Jacobin revolution ls ne
mystery. But that s oo reason for turn-
ing one's back on history. Lenin wrote
In 180% that the Holshviks are Jacobins
who are Inseparably bound ap with thﬁi
working class. At that tme I replied)
to Lenin explaining in detail the differ.!
ence between Marxist and Jacobin. Afy!
remarks, correct in themselves, cnmplnle-!
Iy falled of their purpose. Lenin knew
well that Marxist aod Jacobin are not;
the same thing, bat It was neceszary for!
a definite reason for him to point unt.i
the features swhich they have In common,
Without such methods one cam  learn!
absolutely potbing from history, i

In the same sense In which Lenin call-
ol the Bolsheviks the proletarinn Jacob-
ins, we can detect In the reaction against|
the dictatorship of the proletariat, fent-!
nres of Thermldor, Mot every counter-'
revolution ¢can be compared with Ther-
midor neither; Kornilov, nor  Koltchak,
mor Lenikin, mor Wrangel bhad anything
ln common with Thermidor. In all these
cagea It was a questlon of an  armed
strugele of capitalists and landowners to
regtore thelr domination. This danger
was repulsed by the proletarian state.
Can this danger rise¢ op agin? Az an
independent factor—scarcely. The HRus-
gian big bourgecisic hos been destroved
to the roots. The surviving remaing
could appear on the steke only ns the
tail-end of a forelgn military interven-
tlon or of Thermidor.

Of all the past counter-revolutionary
movements [n the Soviet Union, the Eron-
stadt rebelllon of March 1921 is the clos-
est to Thermidor in type. All the pro-
letarian eloments of the Kropstadt gar-
rigon had been removed during the three
preceding years for the purposes of So.
viet construction and the eivil war; the
best of them had been destroyed, On
the ships and in the barrecks remained
coly the Immature, balf-starved peasant
elements. Many of these sailors consi-
dered themselves as Bolsheviks, but they
did oot want the Commune: they were
for the Soviets, but without Commun-
ists. It was the rebellion of the In-
jured, dissatisfied peasantry, which had
lost its patlence, against the dictator.
ship of the proletariat. If the petty
bourgeolsle had won, it would have
shown its bankruptey the next day, and
its place could only have been taken by
the bg bourgeolsie, Under the comndi-
tions of the present day, that is, of the
20th and not of the 15th century, years
wounld not have been necessary for this:
months, even weeks, would bave soffieed.
The peity bourgeols counter-revelution,
which still honestly regards liself as rev-
olution, which does not want the dom’na-
tlon of eapitalism, but Inevitably prepar-
o8 fi—that s Thenmidor.

In the Soviet Unlon, anly tho pepsantry
can become a Thermidorien power. For
this ft 18 necessary that it serlously sep-
arate ftsell from the proletariat. ‘The

destruction of the normal relatlon be-
tween city aod willage, the administra-
tive collectivization, the compulsory ex-
propriation of agricultural products, con-
front the pessantry with the Soviet state
now no [oas sharply than in the wvinter
of 1920-71. It ls true that the prole

wirlat is wow pumerically much stronger;
bieivil lies the success of industrisliz-
Chon.  Bub thee proletariat is  completely
deprived of an active, watchful Larty,
cujsivle ur mction. ‘Ll apparent Party
15 without u alarxian leadership. On the
otber haud, the peusanlry bas acguired
un urgunizaiton lor reslstaoce  agalonst
g moeviet state, in the form of the Eolk-
hozes, The abelitivn of the “smytchia”
whiichh wis begluoipg to be formed, thred-
euy Lo break the political siljpoee be-
tween preletariar and  peasaniry. Pre-
cluely toerein lies the spurce of the diu-
gur of Thermidor,

We sust pol represeut the matter to
ourselves fn suel a way, that the break
wiust be murked by a very exact soclal
b ; oi the poe gide the pessants, oo
e uibier, the workers. The peasant
massvs surreund aud ioterlock with the
proietariat from wll sides. Iln the pro-
wlaviat ekl there are millions who have
Just eome from the vidage. Finally, the
ugeel wistabkcoess of the policies of the
Itdership, the shipwreck of bureaucratic
adventuri=m, the absence of a clear ori-
cotativn, the abselete choking-off of
workers' dewmocracy—all this makes even
Livr goeunnime worker aceessible to  the
pressure  of petty-bourgeols  ldeology.
pnereiu les the secood source of danger
ul  Uhermidor,

But we alsey must not think that the
Hoe of fracture will bave to E0 B0Mme
wiiere beiweon the party on the one hand,
amd the peasaptry and a part of the
working ciass on  the other. MNo—the
line af Thermidor would loevitably have
to pasa through Lhe party itself., In his
will, Leuin wrete, "Uur party ls sup-
ported by two classes, For this reason,
dau upsct of s stabliity iz possible, and
if no sgrécment petween both closses can
vxlst, the breakdown of the party fs in-
evitable,...ln such & case, Do MEEEUCES
vonld prevent o split (of the party—L.
)y but 1 confidently  expect
o possibllity will  prove oo re-
mote, such an event too improbable,
to meed to be dlscussed”. Lepin in those
days expreassd the certointy that ten to
iwenty years of correct polley toward
the peasantry would assure the victory
af the proletarion revolution on  the
world acale. I'recisely for this reason be
thought—and we all did teo—that the
perspectives of Thermider were nol only
tar off, but alse highly lmprobable.

Of the ten to twenly years indicated by
Lenin, ten bhave already passed. On the
peld of the interoatlonal revoiution, the
Lointern during this period has reaped
culy defeats. Today, in spite of the ex-
eeplionally  fuvorable objective comdl-
toos, Communism abd consequently the
iniervational revelution is weaker then
at the time when Lenin wrote his will
Ll addilion, the danger of & aplit be-
itween the two classes on which the die-
tatorship in the UZSM resis, has been
extraprdioarily acute.

In spite of the great dificulties, there
is nothing in the ecomomic situstion of
the couptry which cannot be repaired.
But something is peeded to do the re-
palring—a party is needed. But a party

| in the true semse of the word does mot

exlat. There is ao organization, which
formally includes millions and millions
of members and capdidates, Hoth mem-
bers apd candidates have no rights. In
the tght limits of the party there are

parties, the proletarian and the Ther-
midorian. Above them rlsea the s
reaucracy. It bears the responsibility
for the mistakes in economic policy, for
ibe yndermining of the “symtchka™. It
Pears a stlll beavier responsiblility for
~hoking the party. At the same time, as
through its policy it confronts bhostilely
the peasantry and the state, it has poll-
tieally disarmed and split up the pro-
ierariat. Not only do the workers phy-
sically wander from one factors to an-
other, but politically too they find mno
permangnt place,

It wonld be falss to assume that the

line of the Thermidorian aplit muest paas
between the Stalinlst apparatus and the |

such*

THE MILITANT

Right wiog of the party. MNeo—it musi
pass through the apparatus itself. What
percentage of Bessedovakys and Agabek-
ove does 1t contaln? That, even the be-

depends on the relation of forces oot-
gifle of the apparatos. It neslds only a
sufficlent blow from the petty bourgeoisle
for the buoreawscratic Thermidorians to
recognize themselves and to leap over
the wall that separates them from the
class epemy. Thercln les  the third
sonrce of danger of Thermidor,

But, someone from the Stalinlats or
thelr admirers will sy, "Don’t you see
that the O, €. s preparing to purge the
party of the Right wingera? Just this
proves that Jtalin is taking measures

travers of tomorrow do not know. ..!||.|Il

(Contioued from page 1)
Hitler teday is in g better position than
the Hitler of severnl months ago. Hitler
out of office hpa only bis own forces at
hig disposal, the “illegal” detachments of
black reaction. Hitler In office has the
opportunity of streogthening the iocho-
ate mass of demoralized petty  bourge--
olgle, students, and duped prolelarlans
who compese bis forces. Hitler in ofice
has the opportunity of really creating a
powerful military force. It Is not yet
too late to smash Hitler and Fasclsm—
only renegoades and scoundrels will speak

againgt Thermidor™. “No", we will ans-
wer, "the bureaperatic ‘“porging’ ooly
facilitates the work of Thermidor.”" The
new purging, like all those that have
preceded it in the course of the past ten
years, will be directed primarily agoainst
the Left Opposition, and In  general
ageinst the thinking and the most crit-
fcal proletarlan elements. In aplte of
the officinl slogan, “The main danger is
to the Right"—Rykov too repeats this
formulation now—oprizsons and places of
exiles are belng filled primarily with
Laft Oppositionists. 3till, even  when
the blows fall on the Right wing they

that way to the still undefeated working
class of Germany, The decisive battle ls
gtill ahead. But it s now clear beyond
dispute that the warnings of the loter-
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Fate of World Revolution

in Balance

wuuist Parly, the Fascist bordes would
uot today be o the favorable position
ibey actunlly occupy. The party hod the
walchless opportunity of mobiliziog the
missses of the German proletariat around
the militant aoner of the closs strug-
gle. It stubboruly refused (o selze the
opporinmity. The Left Opposition was
the very first to sound the alarm signal
thist Fuscism threatened, that it had to
be crushed by the upited frout of all the
workers' organlzations, We demanded
thait the Communist party initlate the

national Left Opposition, the demand it
made (hat Hitlerlsm be smashed before
it roached the seats of power—were just-
ifled a thousand times over. Iad the
slogun of the Left Opposition for o gen-
uwing united front of the Communists, so-
olaliste and the trade unlons, been real-
fzed in life at the right time, many, maoy
months ago, the Fuscist monster would
have becn crushed like an eggshell and

doe not strengithen the Party bat weak-
en it. Among the Itight wing, besides

are hundreds of thousands, perbaps mil-
liong, who are profound enemies of a
capitalist restoration, but who demand|
the revision of the whole policy from the
stondpoint of the working masses In elty
and village., The program of these Right|
wingers 1 confused. They can for al
Lime sapport Thermidor; but they can
alsa support the revivificatlon of the
party by the revolutiomary way, The
Stallpist bureaucracy prevents them
from  understanding the  altuatlen.
Through itz “purging” it endeavors first
of all te choke off oritical thinking.
Therehy it only strengtheéns the Tight
wihng.

And whe will do the purging? In
Paris, Bessedovsky led the commission
that “porged” Rakovsky. Let ue never
forget this. Since then the deémorsllsa-
tlon of the apparatus has gone further.
In all the letters which we receive from
the USSR, the most tragle note lg this:
“Mo onme has econfidence fin another;
everyone I8 afraid that a class enemy
with @ party card is next to him"™, Loud-
er than anyone else, the careerlists, the
adventurers, the Bessedovakys and  the
Apgubekove will shout about the neces-
sity for a purging. But who will purge
the party of these porgera? Not the
apparatus, but only the Irreconcilable
encmics of the alsolutism of the appar-
aluoa

Ie the sltuation hopelesa? Buch words
do not belong to our vocabulary., The
astruggle will decide. On the side of
the proletarian revolution, there are
muany historical possibllities, negative
ones ; the dreadiol decay of capltalism,
the vaging goarrels of the imperlallsts,
fhe bankriuptey of reformism, as well as
positive owes: the hardened cadres of
toe Bolshevik-Leninists, understanding
the eourse of development, clear perapeo-
tives. The struggle will decide. The
danger has grown and has come neaner—
that iz absolutely ungoestionable. But
the poleon of Thermldor carries within
itgelf too the elements of the antidobe.
The more immediate and the nearer the
danger. the stronger becomes the nesd
of resistance,. The more the Stalinist
bureancracy Iloacs Ity head, and  the

{in fact the terrorized ploments of two. more 1t8 ombipotence proves to be only

apparént power, the louder will be the
demands of the sdvanced workers for a
Rolshevik leaderahip.

The last speech of SBtalin—we come
back to this—means a turn to the Right.
Every phrase of his burcaucratic boast-
Ing s ooly & concenled recognition of
the falsehood of the whole “general
line”, which has brought the dictatorship
nearver to Thermidor. The discases and
dangers will be treated by Stalin through
o mew bureancratle zig-zagp amidst re-
doubled buresucratie terror. A redoubl.
ed struggle agalonst Stalinlsm will be our
ANEWEr,

Prinkipo, January 11, 1933
—LEON TROTSKY. |

Shall the Revolutionary Students Be
Organi:ed Into Separate Movements

DISCUSSION ARTICLE

The ecxistence for some time now of
ithe Natlonal Students League in the Uni-
ted States, organfzed through the lnstruo-
mentality of the Communist party aod
YCL, requires from the Lelt Oppositlion
o fundamental statement of ita attltude
ioward the NEL, Can the Communlets
stand by quictly when there ls formed
an independent stodents® organization,
with its own programmatic polley?
Moregver, can Communists assist in, and
be responsible for, the formation of soch
Independent student organizations?

The recent activities of the NSL and
ita assumption of varlous roles In the
class struggle bring this question sharp-
¥ to the forefront and demand = clear
enunciation of policy on our part The
organization recently of the Students
League of Canads only adds to the need
for clarification on the gquestion. The
writer pregents his views here in aketch-
ed form In order to Initiate a discossion
which will speed the adoption of a posl-
tion by the Left Opposition. Commun-
ists in princlple, must oppose, In our
opinlon, the formation of an Independ-
ent or separate organlzation of elther
the atudents or the Intellectunals. This
position, which has been the principle
position of the Communists and the
Young Communlst Internstional in
thezes adopted at the second congress of
the ¥. C. L., requires po revision today.

Rale of Students
The stodents have no Indepeadent role

to play in soclety and require Do separ-
ate organlzation. The division of the
students may be roughly made into rich,
middle class or petit-boorgeols and pro-
letarian students. Even so, the particu-
lar social, economic aod political posl-
tlona of these groopings In soclety meg-
ate any idea that these groups can have
an Iindependent role In the class strug-
gle as atudent groups, Oar coneern here
is mainly with the proletarian students
who have historleally no intercsts separ-
ate and apart from the Industrial pro-
letariat, from the working class as such.
The proletarfan students to be at all ef-
| tective in the labor movement, must link
themselves organizationally and politie-
ally with the vanguard of the revolution-
| ary movement—ihe Communist party and
the YCL, and conduct such activities as
they are able to on & Communist pro-
Eram. The Communist stodent would
necesaarily, therefore, direct his energ-
bes primarlly among the proletarian stu-
denta.

The matter becomes even clearer whan
it is seen that the Natlonal Students
League and the Stodents League of Can-
adge are not formed on the basis of &
“broad"” student organization which sap-
posedly might appeal to all classes of stu-
denta for the preservation of  stodent
rights and nesds on the campuos, or con-

the troly Thermidorian clements, then‘.-|

the revolutionary movement of the prole-
tariet would bave been far ahead on the
road to wletory.

Who bears the responsibllity foe the
rize to power of Fasciem? It s high
time to draw the balance sheet aod draw

wovement for a real united front of all
ithe workers to smush the Brown Shirts.
ur Jdemands fell on the deaf ears of
the Stalinlst bureavcracy. The latter
operabed on the (heory of the “third pers
fpd™ amd “social Fasciam™. Noe  bhetter
assistanee could have been offered to the
Fasclsts gn the gne band, apd the Sogial
democtatie leaders on he other. la-
stead of building a solld front with their
clugs brothers in the soclal demoeracy,
the Communists were forced by the Stal-
inist leadership to enter lnto an inde-
cent wationallstic competition with the
Nozis,

it completely.

Above all nond in the first place, the'
leadership of the yellow social  dem-
operacy., The course embarked wupon in
August 1914 has betn crowned with the

war in the name of the Imperialist fa-
therland, It is the =soclal
gtill In the service of the ruling class,
which defended the monarchy untll the
last moment, when Scheldemann pro-
claimed the republie from the balcony

the forces of the socinl revolution. It ia

Berlln working class during the

Hoersing to slaughter the workers

Thurlngia,

It i3 the social democracy which drag-
ged itz followers down to the lowest
depths of degradation, giving active or
Frolerant” support to one reactionary re-
gime after another. 1t Iz the socinl dem-
ocracy which made possible Bruening of
the Emergency Decries. It s the soctal
democracy which dragged the  workers
into the shameful polley of the “lesser
evil”, durlog which [t seated in the pre-
sidential chair the present patron of
Hitler—Paul von Hindenburg, general-
lissime of the Kailser's imperfal armies
during the war, and candidate of the
socinl democratic “Iron Front", “bulwark
of the Hepublle against Pascism" in
1031,

At every stage of its development in
the past years, the eocinl democracy
paved the road for the march to power
of Fasciem, by dividing the ranks of the
working clasa, by tying 1t to the chariot
of the Wourgecisie, by bringing demorali-
siation and confusion into the proletariat,
by weskening It physically and morally
8¢ that its power of reslstance to Fase-
ism was appreclably lessened, Hitler
will reward It for lis services with the
same contemptuous kick which lig Italian
colleagoes recelved from Mussolini  for
thelr equally invaluable  services  to
Fascism,

Stalinist Blanders
But the social democracy hae not besn
the only force in the ranks of the pro-
letariat that has served the inberests of
Fasclsm, It must be sald stralght out
that without the eriminal blundering of
the Stalinist leadership of the Commuon-

triumph of Hitlerfsm. It is the mcll'li Seheringers,
demecracy which first turned the masses. .ociglist masses by ita eriminal support
into the slaughter house of the world! yy (he Fascist referendum in  Prussia.

democTacy, | yfier victory, the party confined itself

of the Relchstag only in order to restrain| g frout. The minds of the class couscl-

the soclal dembcracy which sent Noske tof by the irresponsible Stalinist declarations
Kiel to prevent the inswrrectionary sall-|

|
ors from proclaiming the Red republic.| (he vietory of Fascism, then, that the von
It is In the name of the soclal demeocracy | pupen regime god finglly the von Schlei-
that Noske the Bloodhound martyred the! .her regume, were all the rule of the Fage-
heroic | L5101,
days of the Spartacan uprising in 19100 by proletarint was relaxed, its attestion
It s the soclal democracy which sent|wig diverted from the real danger, Ita
of | sirengih was not mobilized and consoli-
Central Germany In 1821 It I8 the 50| gayed. When the elections showed a
cial democracy Wwhich joined with the| omentary decline of Fasclam  several
rénction in 192 to strangle the rialua:; monuths ago, the bureaucracy became in-
revolutionary movement in Saxony and | yexicated with its purely parliamentary
fnetesses aod the parlinmentary  decline

|"1lith=.r Through In

Hitler in Power; Civil W:r Starts

auts, but only in the hepe of drawing
Hitler into & ¢abipet in an entirely sub-
ordinated position. Hitler was too wise
to fall into the soare, and thoat 8 wWhy
il the “breaking away” of some Heut-
coants bad ne appreclable signlficance.
The Dally Worker merely mistook Hit-
ler's strepgil, his plan of campalgn for
the taking over of the government, for
the “widespread disintegration" of Fase-
Ism! This iz the way in which the Stal-
imists put the masses on the alert against
the Fascist donger. This 1z how they
refuled the thopsaod-times-over corro-
borated analyses of comrade Trotsky and
ihe Left Opposition!

The news dispatehes, which are 80
annoyingly  inadequate and uoclear, de-
clare that the Communist and soclial dem-
ocratie parties have formed a unlted
front in Berlin, with eight socialists amnd
sevien Communiste on the Committes of
Action to reslst Hitlerlsmi: also, that the
Communist party hos issged the call for
a general strike. It s still too early to
comiment on the exact nature or signd-
fleance of these reports, for the sapér-
ficinlity and unreliability of the bour-
pooia press s only too well known,

United Front Imperative

But it is not too early to declare that
unlesz o genulne pnited front of the
Comnnunist party, the socinl democracy,
the socialist trade onfons, the HRelehs-
hanner and [hl} Communist Hed EFront

The party reconstructed its program to
read a “program of netional and social
cmancipation®”.
poizoned by the
and nuotl-Semitism  of the Lisatenant
It alienated itself from the

While the Fasclsis were gainiong viclory

to the sterile witimatist policy of demand-
jug that the socialist workers concode
in advanee the leadership of the Commun-
st party or else there would e oo uni-

ous militantas were hopeleagly befuddled

that the Bruening regime was alrepdy

In thls manner, the vigilance of

of the Nazls, and announced with smug
self<outentment that the aeate Fascelst
donger was at an emd. The parliament-
ary creting in the Stalinist ranks did not,
in this case, rise above the level of
their secialist brothers-under-the-skin,

The Maryland Leader, socialist organ,
proclaimed in s headlines In November:
Germany”. The
Stalinist press rang with the same re-
frain. At that time we warned the bu-
reageratic optimists in the eolumns of
the Militant {November 12, 1882) net to
“ronr with viearious pride over the
party’s gning in Germany as if the loss
of two milllon Fasclst votes and almaat
# milllon soclialist votes hud settled the
whole problem”, We emphasized how
erroneous was the ideg “that the Fase
ist dnnger to the German proletariat is
now eliminated or even definitely on the|
decline. Such a conclusion can be drawn
only by those for whom the class strug-
gle Leging at the ballot box and ends with
n parlinmentary mandate™,

Unbelievable as it might appear, the
Dally Worker, as late as last Monday,
that is, on the very day of Hitler's ap-
pointment to the Chancellorship, declar-
ed that “the tactics pursued by von
Schleicher of splitting the Hitler party,
have alse cansed widespread disintegra-
tion in the ranks of the Natlonal Soclal-
lat party, with several of Hitler's chief
Hentenantas breaking away from thelr al-
leglance to him" (Our emphasis). Both

Schleicher apd von Papen did Indeed

ist International and of the German Come-

o podltion aond make their appéal on a
“revolutionary” or even “Communistic”
bagis, In fact, they regard themselves
az Communist student orgavizations,
The Spark, official organ of the Studenta
League of Canada, 8 moat elefar and ex-
plicit on the matter of the character of
its appeal to the student body. In the
issue of December 1932, the Spark edit-
orially says:

"....The majority of students...ars
not members of the proletariat, even
though a good many come from working
cligs homes. Because of this fact Marx-
ism, however logleal, can have no ap-
peal to most university students for It
is Imimlezl to ihe interesta of thelr elass.
Aceordingly, the Students League has no
illpsions regarding the student body as
a whole,...We only aim to astitract the
small number of students who see an
identity beiween their interests and thosa
of the working class and who are, thers
fore, williing to lake an actlve part In
the working class movement.

latter score we have no lllusions.” (Qur
emphaais).

What the Spark says I8 correct. But
if there iz thiz identity of interests be-
tween the students minority, that is, the
proletarlan students and the workers,
then why a separate organization? What
are those special tesks of so-called rev-
olutionary or Communist studeot organi-
zatlons which cannot better and

duoet “general propaganda™ and education
for liberal, soclallst or revolutionary
ldsas. Both Student Leagues, oo the
contrary, recognize the weakness of guch

corTectly be performed In  the
tionary politionl organisition of the youth

After all, ang caricatures the revolutionary posl-
a few active members are far more vala-! yjon and weakens or destroy the Com-
able than is a passive recognition of the| mupist party or YCOL. In  short, the
valldity of our views from the majorlty | theoretical position of the Left Opposi-
of the student body—and again on this| tyon, pased on historical experiences, re-

more |
revolu- periallst Leagoes”, a “four class Koo Min

pegotiate with some of Hitler's lenten-

our opinion, wope; and such an lodepend-
ent student organization ean only lead to
confusion and malpractices o the pPoev-
clutionary movement, and bring ahout
just the opposite resolts from thoss in-
tended, as will be shown,

The Communist Left Opposition partl-
cularly has every meason to reject the
organization of separate students or-
ganizations, The Left Opposition, in ite
condemnation of the Bialinists, has siat-
ed often, and correctly, Ita opposition in
principle to the creation of  so-called
“antl-lmperialist” ILeagues, “'peasants™
parties, “workers and peasants parties”,
labor or Farmer-Labor parties, ebe., ete
We eondemn the formation of these
bodies on the ground that they asarp,
| or attempt to, the role legitimately and
| necessarily belonging to the Communist
party, and, further, that every conces-
slon to the formatlon and activity of
| such organizations brings successivea he-
travals of the worklog class, emasculabes

fuses to attribote an Independent or pev-
lutionary rele to such hedge-podge bod-
igs. Our attitpde toward the NSL and
the Bindents League of Canada must flow
clearly from our fundamental positlon to
analogons organizations in other delds.
In the case of an independent students
organization, the jzsue s even plalner,
The Taft Oppositlon contends that the
role of & “‘peasants” party, an “anti-im-

Tang", a Labor party, ste., proves In &v-

™ Illlllllllll-.-".."

Fighters, is immediately formed, uonless

It allowed itself to be! the Communists immedistely take the in-
“national-Bolshevism” |

itiative in ealling for this unlted front
and compel the soclal democratic lemd-
ers to enter into it—the results will be
catastrophic not only for the (German
working cluss, but for the working class
movement of the whole world, for the
Communist International, and the Soviet
Union !

A crushing defeat for the working ¢lass
of Germany means o orushing defeat of
the Communist party, for it 13 the first
orgnnization against which the attacks
of the brigands of Hitler's shock troop
detachments—asaisted by the armed
forces of the state—will be directed. A
mortal blow at the Germon Communist
Party, meanrs the breaking of the back-
bome of the Communist International,
mnd for thizs calamity wa declare that the
Stalinist leadership of the Intermational
will bave been primarily responsible. A
lasting trivmph of Fasclsm in Germany,
[nrthermore, i3 inconceivable withoot an
armed attack upon the Soviéet Union.
Fosclam in Germany can maintain itself
in the face of chauvinist France only if
It becomes the vanguard of the imper-
ialist intervention against the arch-enemy
of imperialism—the Soviet Union, The
consequences of a Fascist triumph are
thus, it is easy to see, of far-feaching
historieal import for the whole ensuing
period,

That is why the Left Opposition cries
out today more loudly than ever: The
Communist International must speak out
in the language of Lenin, in defense of
the Iinternational proletarian revolution,
in defense of the German working class.
It must speak out for the mobillzation
of the world proletariat to crush the
wmonster of Fascism In Germany, It
must speak out {0 say how this is to be
done, for it can be done successfully in
‘only one way: by the establishment of
& Leninlst united front of the whole Ger-
man proletariat,

To smash Fascism is an obligation and
task of the workers everywhere. Upon
the cluss conscious militants and  the
Communist workers in this country, de-
volves the solemn duty of joining with
the Left Opposition to foree that turn in
party policy which is now so absolutely
imperative, without which the worst cal-
amities are ahead. Our eall to the party
to form the united front to smash Fase-
lsm before it took the governmental helm
—wias not heeded, and the proletariat
in Germany and the rest of the world
has been set back accordingly.  Today
Again we repeat: It §s not too late! But
the time to act 18 now!

The fate of the German working class,
of the Communist Interngtional, of the
Soviet Unlon, of the world revolutlon,
haogs in the balance!

—MAX BHACHTMAN,
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and reactionary in relation to the work-
ing cluss as & whole, and alsn, thereby,
to the Communists and their organiza-
tions, the C. P. and YOL. In such CREEE,
where “independent” organizations like
the NSL pretend to & “revolutionary™,
even Communist position, they placa
themselves directly In the road of the
geunine revolutlonkzation of the prole-
tarien students whe, if they accept the
revolutionary, the Communist position,
ahould join the organization of their
clnss, the YCL, and funetion actively
therein in their alloted tasks. Wittingly
or otherwise, the “revolotionary poal-
tion of the NSL, sponsored and OFFRn-
lzed by the YCOL, actually forms a bul-
wark against—and not & bridge to—stu-
dents joining the YCL. Yet what ls de
manded of them in the way of profesgion
of bellel and activity in the NSL that
s not demanded of them In the YOLe—
minug the diseipline required of & mem-
ber of the YOL? Little op nothing, un-
der ordinary eircumstanecs.

It is demonstrated, not merely In
theory but by numerous practices, that
when the stwdents or Intellectuals under-
take tasks, in len of no objection by
others, which are not theirs historical-
Iy and which they cannoot properly ex-
ecute—they bungle the job  badly, con-
fuse and mislead the workers, Ignore the
revolutionary position and, by defanlt,
nsurp the role which only a C. P. or YCL
can undertake. They are not to blame,
&lnce no one says them pay, and, worss
yel, the Communists themselves urge

them on In their false steps,
MARTIN ABBEN.

—the ¥oung Communist Leagus? In

ery <ase to be false to, a betrayal of,

(To be continoed)
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