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The Elcctlons and Labors Strugg|e

Note must be taken, now that dutailedl

figures are avallable, of the oxtremaly
low poll of the various parties of the |
working class in the natlonal -r'lacr.lnuna'
in November, Ewven in absolute t'&nﬂ!-h-
in round fgures, higher vobes have been |
polled in other elections, But when com- |
slderation 15 given to the millions of
new voters, Jdue to inerease of popula-
tiom and extepsion of suffrage (o wWomen.
It & found that the various labor ]mrl'.-|
{eg — the Communlst party, Socialist
party, SLP—received proportionately the
lowest vole in 32 years. Such a result
iz surprising in wview of the years of
ecomomic crisis, which, one could cxpect
or hope, would have a rodicalizing, if
not revolutlonary, Influnce on the poli-

tleal attitpde of the American worker, |

Tet, not only did the Communist party
receive & distressingly low vole, bul even
the Eoclalist party wihth its emasculated
program appealing to the wvast mass of
the petty bourgesisic and what remoins
of the upper strate or aristocracy  of
labor, obtained a vote lower tham the
high vote of Debs,
Some Factors In the Low Vole

It will give some comfort, Lut not be

telling the whole story, to acknowledge

a number of factors and deficlencles of !
Amerlean politienl life which effcel the | generalize their experiences in s more
tabulation of the voting strength of the | faorowsh-going class manner,
the | this show itself?

Amerlean workers. First there s
disfranchisement of  vask

b¢ a permanent obstacle; there is, Lo,
the intimldoation and terror In the Sonth
which brings about the real, i oot form-
al, disfranchizement of the mags of Negro
warkera and peassants. Corrnplion and
vote-steallng are factors, perhaps even
worse than comceived by revolulionists
themselves, as revealed in the recemt
elections in New York City when even a
Demoerat, McKee, swerving from  the
Tammany machioe, found later that
some 150,000 votes for him had not been
tallled. Allow then, for wholosale steal-
ing of Communist and soeialist  votes.
The politleal writer Kent maintaing that
tha political machine having the most
money for campaign purposes  alwars
wins the mnjor elections, Grant itgs im-
portance to the capitolist parvtles, that
phase can nevertheless have only o sec-
ondary significance for the working class
parties which depend on basie soclal and
ecoonomle factors for their gitimate vie-
tery., The social-patriot and mony times
“gocinlist” minister of Belglum's mon-
archy, Emile Vapdervelde, in his book,
“Boralism Verszus the State” made out
aomething of a case for the tremendons
ballyhoos metheds of the American capi-
tallst parties to affect the working class
in casting thelr ballots, Hut that too
cap have but transitory sigsificance and
hod its basis, In part, in a stable Amee-
fean capitalism, In addition, many mil-
Hons of people continued the practise of
staying away together from the polls,

The sad trath is that fn 1932, almost
four years aflor the most tereific ecomn-
omie ‘erisis  in Amerlean history, the
workers as well as the bonrgeoisie, mid-
dle classes and farmers, voled their be-
lHef in the efcacy of capitalism vet to
eplve the ills  of unemployment, low
wages, etc, ete. IL 35 froe that they re-
Jected the reactionary administration of
Hoover and accepted the demagogic
politician Roossevelt, bat that of course
wag o ease of twesdle-dam and twesdle
dee. The shift basieally wag pot &
change from thelr enpitalist outlook, bat
only a change of administrators of Che
syatem of private properiy.

Does this mean that relatively swift
changes of the political physiognomy of
the American people, and particalarly
the proletariat, are excluded? By no
means., Despite the afirmation of falth
of the vast masz of American people
In the socigl system of eapitalism, it Is
nevertheless observable that there Iz a
search for new methods, even new gys-
tems, There 13 no longer the same spe.
tainty about the durability of capital-
ism or its parts. Too many dents have
been made in Ma armor and the soldier
doesn't seem to be such an ardent fighter.
It s & fact that witk one hand the Am-
erlean workers gave their okay to Am.
erican politicnl system as such, and that
with the other, they are girding them-
selves for struggles which will  bring
them into sharp conflict with capitalist
property rights and ideas.

The masscs offen devise their  own
strategles in the class struggle, evidently
preferring or finding i€ necessary to ex-
perlence every possible solution for their
requirements, The Ameriean workers,
having kad in the past the least need
for independent political experience and
actiona, beeawse of the circumstances and
charmeter of American cconomie life as
against that of Europe, are proceoding
te turn over in their minds the ways
and means out of thelr Impasse. In this,
they are no different than the workers in
other countries, albeit not yet so  ad-
vanced politieally and industrially.

A Lesson from England

Peopde often shift their base of at-
tack in the hope of effecting their aims,
When the ravages of the Indostrial Rev-
olution in England, in the beglonings of
capltalizam, ate thelr way Into the sinews
and bones of the English workers, they
turned toward trade unlonizm and initd-
ated big struogeles. Various factors con-
tributed to thelr defeat on the economic
field and they abaodoned that feld al-
most entirely and entered the struggle

numbers of |
the foreign-borm, though that need oot

for the granting of suffrage and other
political rights.

gtruggle by the English proletarint from
the economie to the political fleld. ‘The
Chartist movement had itz vital import-
soce in the evolution of the English la-
bor movement, as did alse a sharp turo
at another time toward the co-operative
movement led by Robert Owen aa a pan-
acea for the miserably exploited Englisgh
WATLArA,

The Chartist movement |
wrs the ezseoee of this transference of)

Struggles of all description were to en-

'W hat the Presidential Vote |
Means for the Workers |

sue for mony decades before the Eng-
li=ly labor and political movement had
made headway in the direction of jolnt
action or agreement between the indos-
trinl and politieal arms of labor 0
achigve labor's alms. The movement has
procecded by the process of evolution and
division. Rapld changes in the condi-
tion of Great Britain's imperiallst dom-
ain briug the mass of English workers,
who adbere to the political platform of
socialism, to the point where they will
have to abandon obce and for all the
tempo of “gradualism™ in socialism and
sn over to the tempo and outlook of
Commupnism.

There is nesl o allow apd hope to
boetieve In gwifter reactions and develop-
ment among the American workers from
wow on. Thongh in the last elections,
their vole indleated from a class stand-
podnt, almost tofal ignorance of the sig-
nificnpee: of the ceonomile crigis In this
wocial milien, the fact remalns that s
fhede dduily life they pay very close at-
fontinn to it, and can be expected fo

IMow does

The Labor Party

Lot 13 take the matier, bricfly of the
Lahor party, It is atill by ng means ex
cluded that there will be formed & Labor
party in the United States. But the re-
ation of (he Communists toward it, at
least that of the Left Oppoesition, has
e elariiled ) pomely, that of sharp ex-
pesntre and oppoaition, despite oar veadi-
niws fo consider whal might be our work-
lug relation to it §f such o movement de-
velons,

Xot 50 many years ngo, when Labor
party agitntion and attempts ot orgoani.
gition reached their helghts, the bulk of
the proponents of the Labor party, fn ne
cepling 1t undoubtedly attached a defin-
ite cluss slgoliicanes o @, in focl in
many cases, a revolationary importanee,
They viewed it, not a=s the Conmunizts
dlid—as o part of 0 pfocess of American
politienl evolution—but rather ns  fhe
chiss movement of the workers and a
substifule for any other revolutlonary
movement. It iz true, also, that this
e bulk removed from the Labor party
uny idea of mass actlons, extra-parlin-
mentary activity and viewed it in the
parlipmentary or Fnglish Taber Party
senge.  And sueh o Labor porty, if It
developg, will bave all that opportunist
virus and confusion. Hat such as it was
In those yemrs of 1082-28, it wasz cssen-
tially o movement of labor and even
rezarded by opponcent classes and gronps
a8 o narrow class movement  which
weight have Ita dangers for capitalism.

But today, irrespective of the devels
cporent of a Labor party, such a pariy
iz looked upon altegether differently, The
expericuces of the English Labor Party
have made their way on an interantional
senle, not excepting Amerion. Among its
proponents in Amerien are middlesclass
leaders who find in the platform of @&
Fabor Party the reflection of the middle
classes” own needs and ambitions. The
wiser bourgeoisie, despite contrary noise,
view gsuch a possibility or other changes
with might break up the two-party, Rep-
ublican and Democratie, system, with
equanimity. In fact, such a shrewd pol-
itical obeerver g Samuel G, Blythe fore-
wets gpch a break-up in one more, maybe
twa elections,

Communists, surely, bave no §llnsions
about a Labor party (or do some of
them still have?). The Labor opponents
of revolotion, the middle class and the

Lourgeolsle—all view such o Pﬂ-ﬁ:j‘ a8 w
builwurt pgainst effectlve classe struggle
amd soclal revelution,
in the TInited States, which will move
on both the soein]l reformizt and revelu-
tivnary fromts simultaneonsly, will more
ewlitly hereafter pgrasp political lessons,
whether 0= not one of those lessons takea
the form of the Labor party. Hence, in
respeet (o the Labor party, it must be
sald that the last few years have wit-
neased changes in outleok about it

Hut if the American workers have pol
reacted on the politicesl, or more strictly,
the parlinmentary, field more in accord.
ance with the acetencss of the econpomic
couditions, they are preparing for class
struggle on other fromts. None othor
than Willian Green, president of  the
Amerlcan Federation of Labor, speaks
about esonemic struggles thoat will en-
gage the workers on  many and Mg
fromts, It I8 not oeeded here to explain
Green's role or his sudden espousal of
the canze of wilitant labor struggle and
o "new deal” for labor. That has beep
done aleeady in the columng  of the
Militant. But it Is noteworthy  thot
Green has felt it necessary to give lip-
serviee =0 far to the pressere of the
mdss of the labor movement.

Even more important is the fact that
the new program of the labor movement,
with all the confuslon and ilusien still
to be found, has begun to cateh up with

10,000 Out in Briggs Auto Strike

(Continned from page 1)
1hey bave not forgotten the machine gon

The working class!

=

fnsillade of last spring when four work-|

ers were shot down In eold blood for
demanding rellef from Ford,

OO0 the same yarn is the fabrication that
"You can't stop progress—our  plants
will be going again full 6lt In & very
short time What is full tilt? Before
ihe depreszion the capacity production of
cars in the United Stotes was 7,700,000
8 year; the averasge yearly production
was 4 MMM the peak year of actuoal
production was 1020 with 5,621,715, The
Litest figures for a foil year during the
ilepression glve a prodoction for 1932 of
approximately 1,411,000 cars and trucks,
This last figure 15 about 18.4 of capacity
and Ll of the production of the peak
vear, Full tilk? Iap.

The A, F. of L. and the A. W. U.

This struggle seems o have been guolite
spontancons in its begioniogs. Certain-
Iy ile A. F. of L. which has claimed
Jurisdiction gover these flercely exploited
workers, wias not on hand apd has not
alfered even to help, Il will be recalled
that in 192G the A, F. of L. asserted fts
intention of organizing the automobile
indusiry. At that (ime seventeen crafts
agreed o waive  jurisdictions]l claims
during the proposed campalgn, but even
with this enormous impetus to start the
jobr nwo move whatever was made,

According to the Daily Worker, Ford's
lay-off iz a move to break the Briggs
strike and prevent it from spreading to
“his” own plants where strike sentiment
wis growing as & result of the activities
of the AWTL He that as it may the
Murray Dody men, like the Briggs strik-
erg, are following the leadership of the

militant AWT, (Daily Worker, Jan. 28) |

The Daily Worker also claims militant
mass picketing ;—"At the Mack Avenue
plant the police attempted to delve the
etrikers away but failed because of the
militant mass picketing, The AWU is
leading the sirike,” (Daily Worker,
January 27).

The romor was spread in the ecapital-
Ist press that the Briggs workers ad-
opted a resolution banning Communists
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the cew situation produced by American
capitilissn. In this bew soclal program’
for official labor, which, bosldes indns-
trinl struggles, envisages also Independ-
ent political action by the workers, i3 to
be geen the poeltive side of the workers'
reactlon to the economie crisis. The oega-
tive side, the vote of labor in the Nov-
ember elections, has already been record-
eil—and, more important, is and will be
rapidly forgotten in the natural coursc
of the struggles of the working class
with the cmployers amnd the government-
al npparatis.

There need be po doobt that unorgan-
izedl labor will be found ready to add
ils forees to organized labgr in eommon
struggle, and, indecd, to go beyomd the
officigl program in all respects,  DBut
that I8 not under discussion here. What
B decisive and importapt i3 ihoat the
idialectics of the struggle are about to
reconeile the sceming contradictions of
the actions of the American  working
clags on n higher plane of siruggle and
vision. While fhe election results are,
therefore, extremely “dizappointing™ and
this field of struggle 15 yet to be mili-
tantly invaded by the Ameriean workers,
still they, are not the final and only baro-
meter. Behind the peaceful gesture of
American labor st the ballot box, there
I# te be seen already the elenched fAst
about to do battle with his class enemy.
The Communist party and the Commun-

st Left Opposition must be prepared to
ngsist and lead in the historic battles that
will tend to change rapidly the face of
Ameriean soclal and political life.
—MARTIN ABERN.

from participation in the strike, but the
by York Thawes of Jan, 20 states that
Phil Kaymond, former Communist can-
didate for Mayor of Detroit, is taking
am getive part in the strike. Haymond
slated that be was a represeniative of
the AWU and had been hired by the!
sirikers to organize theic foroes

The AWEL in ezistence now for several
years, has yet to prove itself to the
workers. This strike is its oppoertunity
leaderalhip of workers exploited by spy-
systewmns, unemploymest, low  wages,
epecd-np, and all the refincmenis charae-|
teristic of Ford's “progress”. With the!
anto workers ont on strike and the mo-
mentum of the mass movement, the work-
erg will quickly sense apd follow a re-
spsible leadership which really means
te achieve an industrial wnion for mass
IHows azainst the dead hand of trosiified
competition in the aute industry,

—MARTIN BEARDSLEE.

Mooney Congress

(Continued from page 1)
freedom. No.o The language of the oall |
preciudes any such iden, There is also
the fact that the date I8 sel for Apeil
and May, Mooney chose this time know-
ing that a hearing in the Superior Court
o the last count io the original indiet-
ment against him and Billilngs is sched.
uled for February 11. The dates alone
speak volumes.

But what Moouey's move does mean is
that he eonsiders the apathy of the Com-
minists no means of solving the problem
of hils frecdom. And we must acknowl-
cdge that he iz correct, Our faoilure to
act s a disgrace. But for that we are

not to blame., The Stalinists, as we have
pointed ont, must answer to the class for
thie,

At the Chicage Conferénce everylhing
will again favor the Communisis,
Mooney's ¢all insures that no  libeéral-
gocinlist-Wobbly cligune will bar them. It
lays the basis for a class struggle fight.
Chicago is the scene of the recent gigan-
tic united front of socialist and Com-
munist workers for relief. ‘The tradi-
thons of that struggle and the fghting
role of the Communisis will stand them
in good stead at the coming conference,
It will give them a sympathetic htaring
and following.

Lastly, there s the half-lorn that the

party and the TLI} are making. Har:k-eri
midmitted at a mesting last Sunday that
the Hue of the ILD in the Mooney fght
had been sectarian, And Frank Spector|
writes In the February lssue of the
Labor Defender: “At the bottom of our
fallere to develop a broad united front
has neacly always been the  sectarian
attitude on our part.” This dees mnot

from which spring these weeds of pol-
ley—the theory of soclal-Fasclsm, Bul
it is the beginning of wisdom. |

1f the party members will ralse thelr
volces and demand a full accounting in-
stead of this half-way apology (which ls)
noecempanled by the asual benedictions of |
the line and the eriticlems of the exepu-
fhomn ) ther can make this turn a genuine
one, They must ingist that they enter
the Chicage conference prepared to work
with the other groups represented there,
not giving up for & minute their inde-
pendent role as the vanguard of the class
and their right to eriticism of their op-
ponents, AWith a correct policy on the
question of the united front and the
capltal of Mooney's eall, plus their splen-
did record im the relief demonstrations
the Communists e¢an win the leadership
of the movement and ralse the struggle
to new beights,

This can very well be the Impetus
which the ciass peeds to reslst the on-
slaughts of the bosses. Mooney has cor-
rectly inslsted that the struggle for his
freedom is inextrieably bound uwp with
thes fight of the class against ts eapltal.
ist magters. That is how we approach
the problem, too. Everrthing oow de-
pends on the party. The Left Opposl-
tion will be present to ralse Ita volce
for Mooney's fresdom and Communism,
and wurk onergsticdlly in the movemant.

=T. STAMM.

Left Oppsltton

PEIPING.—

About a month age we réceived com-
rode L. Ih'as first letter. About two
woerks ago we recpived his second letter
together with yours. The Hu=salan texts
have besn tranalated inte Chinese and
circulated among the rovoelutionary mnss.
ed, We are very happy to have these
new, preclouns wrltings.

Before Beptember 18, 1031, the date of
thie invasion of Japancse imperialism of
last year, the Left Opposition in North-
ern Chinn was mainly  occupied with
theoretieal guestions. After the  “in-
vasion™ onr comrades appearcd here and
there in the lendership of the movement.
e political progeam was  widely  enr-
Fied out, And we truly  became “the
most dangerons cnemy of the Chinese
O IV ns the Btalinists pot it

When the anti-Japanese imperialist
sentiment was raging the majority of the
Htalinlst comeades co-opernted  with ns
Omly when the antl-imperfalizst movement
receded did the buresceratic Stalinist
iefuilers find ws “the most dangerons en-
Fm}"'. At the zame time they ﬂl:l‘&ﬂd
more illusions about the peasants’ “Thed
Army" among the masses, while they
conlinued their course along the ropd of
tmircaneratie adventurism.

A certain number of the new generas
tion bhave joined the L. O, and fought
euergetically for it, Not lopg before the
arrest of comrade Chen Du-Hzly we galn-
wd more militants for the Marxist-Lenin-

dst Fighting Clob, This club was form-

erly semi-party In character and  was
composed mostly of members  emerging

|rmm the Stalin cligne. But now they

fully accepted the [deas of the Interns-
tional Left Opposition under Trotsky's
teadership and declared their alleglanes

Gows i Chlna

fo the officinl Left Opposition. "They
were earnestly welcomed, and are now
working for the Left Opposition ag a new
Foree,

Despite the blow of comrade Chen Du
Ilsiw’s arrest the work of the Left Op-
pasition took a step forward., More pub-
lie mectings amd debates on theoretlonl
wuddl current polliieal  proablems  were
held, MMore Daner discussion woas carried
wp, More members willlngly  sent  to
work in the workers' distrlcts More
pamphlets aml papers were written and
distribnted, Targer masses were aronsed
meder the Opposition™s  program.  More
money wias collectoed,

Bt wo must recognize that this is far
from enough. In every respect we must
nutke greater efforis to eateh up with
Mhe abjective necds and become  strong
enongh fo eorrect the wrong colirse of
the Stalinistz. We are  opow  working
meler tremmendons  physleal  difficaltios
btk we are sure that “Lhe greater the
cffort the lesg the dificulty” I8 true.

As to our relatlons with you we must
spy That we owe you very much and
expeet much more from you! The scnts
tered copies of e Milifant that we re-
ceived ennbled ws to learn a great deal
about the sxperiences of the Interna-
tienal Left Opposition and lessen  our
miztakes,

L T

Our ovgen is ealied the Vangnard We
have now published zix issucs. DBesldes
this we have a workers' newspaper which
s n weekly and a stodent weekly, four
lsdues of which have been pablished.
If you ean find a Chinese comrade to
translute them we will send you some
Capriek,

—LEFT OPPOSITION OF
NORTH CHINA,

Oppositionists Expelled from I.LD.

YOUNGSTOWN,.—

On Deeember Hy, four workers werpe!
pdmitted to the ILD here In Youngstown,
Theeo of ns entered ns Left Opposition-
ists. Our purpose as swe slated at the

e of our ndmissien was te help in

‘aileding up the ILID ag a weapon of de-
fense agninst the capitalist class,

Abomt a week ago we meét the section
organizer of the ILD on the street. She
tald na that the four of us were expelled
from the LD, in our absence, withoot a
hearing and an opportunity to  defend
ourselves before the membership. When
wi askeldl her what the charges were,
she =aid: “Because of being  reneguiles
awd econnter-revolutionists.” ‘That is be-
cause we are Left Oppesitionists,  The

| Pourth worker is comrade Love, a foun-

duwtlon member of the party in Youngs-
towe, now sympathetic to the Lovestone
Eroun.

On Friday, January 27, we went to the
geperal membership mesting to ask the
comrades whether what the section or-
ganizer had told uvs was true, and to
ilemaml that we be glven our rights as
workers to be heard in our defense. The
burcanerats tried to get around this ele-
mentary workers' right by roling that
the LD meeting was o closed meeting
and telling all these whe were not mem-
bers to leave, Two workers who  had
come to the meeting to join protested,

The membership saw the sense of their
profest and our demand. Together with
them we succesdid in getting the ques-
tiow on the agenda. At this polnt Itog-
erd, section organizer of the party, left
the mesting and went Into the cellnr,

After a diseussion conducted, surpris-

I cightern members present. The chaicman

who, as far as burcaneratic procedure i
concerned has nothing to learn from John
L. Lewis, counted nine votes for our ex-
pulgion, And thai, as far as he was
concerncd, was ithe emd of the matter,
Despite our protests no vole agalnst was
taken ; por were the abstentions recorded.

The Left Oppositlon eomrades rose aod
left demonstratively, Love remained des
claring that he was a member of the
ILD and would not be expelled by soch
buregueratic procedure.  The burenucrats
attocked bim. The noise of the dght
regehed vy on the strect. We  rushed
back to separate the eomrades and pre-
venl 1he interference of the police,

The workers in the hall were decidedly
against this disgracefu]l scene. Their in-
terference, however, was  temporarily
postponed by the sudden appearance of
logers, He rushed in and drew a murder-
ouns wood scenper from his cont. Brand-
ishing thiz he made for the Left Op-
positlon comedes. He might have kill-
1 e hod not the workers, alarmed by
this lunatie, forced him to curl his lost,
"Comrades of the pariy”, e shouted,
“throw them out,” The workers anxiouns
tp put an end o the whole business
threw us out,

Bt thiz Is mo solution. The workers
must understand that it 1z vot the Left
Opposition that must be thrown out but
the maniacal bureauerata. The Left Op-
posilion will continue to press forward
in Youngstown, as elsewhore, with the
iclens of AMarxizm. Not all the morder-
ous bureauerats in the Stalinist appar-
atus con stifle the volee of the proletar-

ingly enongh, in & comcadely spirit, wel| lan revolutionists, We will return to
came to the vote. There were about! the ILT and the party. T
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