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The Danger of Thermidor

An Analysis of the Significance of Stalin's Latest Speech

The Sovict regime rests on the alliance
between the proletariat and the poasan-
try. The proletariat copstitutes the mingr-
ity of the population; the peasantry, the
oyverwhelming majority. Yet in the bands
of the preletariat are the most concen-
trated m ang of production, The forces
of the peasaptry, on the contrary, are
split up through their economic relations.
Still more, it is not & homogeneons group.
As long ns there is no thorowghgoing
change in techoique and economy in the
village—and for this even under the
moat favornble circumstances the work
of & whole generation would be needed
—the peasantry will crystallize out of
ftaelf p stratum of kulaks, which inevlta.
bly strives towards capltallsm.  The
mechanieal destroetion of the present
kulaks decldesa nothing After the al-
leged “lUguidation of the kulaks a3 a
¢lags" the Sovlet press constanily Keeps
complaining (having gone over from mao-
teriallam to Idealism, sinee bureancrais
are alvays idenlizts), of the power of
the kuolak “ldeology™, of the remalns of

kulak paychology, ete. In fact, behind
these complainta is hiddeén the fact that
the: middle clags of pessants, although
locked up inte kolkhozes, faced with the
presént level of technlgue and econoimny,
gera no other way out for Itsell than to
Lift itself up to the level of the kulaks.
Yhat the Peasant Demands

In the October upheaval two revolu-
tlons were interlaced; the end of the
democratie one and the beginning of the
socialist. By dolog away with lease pay-
ments, the democratic revolution saved

the peasantry almost half o billion gold

rubles. The fruita of the soclallst rev-
olution are valoed by the poor peasants
according to the quantity of industrial
products which he cagn obtain  in  ex-
change for a glven quantity of grain,
The peasant 1a ne utopian; he does not
demand that seclalism be bullt up o bne
conntry and Io Ave years at that. Bat he
does demand that sockalist industry de.
liver him goods uoder conditions which
are pg worse than thoge of capitallat in-
dustry. Under these conditions, the pok-
gant {8 prepared to extemnd an uniimited
credit In politieal confdence to the pro-
letariat and lts party. The Soviet state
would recelve the possibility of maneu-
virlng according to the luoternal condl-
tlope and the world sltuation, and of
drawing the peasantry loto soclalist eto-
nomy.

The basls of maes eollectivization can
only be the eguivalent exchange of the
prodocts of Indoestry and agricultare,
Without golng into the theorctical econ.
omie haile-splitting, we most regard as
“squivalent” such an exchange as  will
atimulate the peasants, iodividual as
well as collectivized, to til as much
land and barvest as much grain as pos-
sible, gelllog the greater part to the city
in order to obtaln for It as large a
quaptity of industrial products s possl-
ble. Omnly such reciprocal economic
relatlon between clty and country—what
Lenin ealled the “smytebhka"—ean  fres
the workers atate from the necessity of
taking forcible measores against the wil-
lage to compel the exchange. Oonly from
the moment when the voeluntary exchange
Is assured will the proletarian dictator-
ship be unshakable. The “smyichka”
thus secured, means the closeat political
alllapce of the poor peasantry with the
urban workers, the firm support of the
decisive masses of the middle peasantry,
and consequently, the political lsolation
of the kulaks and of all capitalist ale-
ments In the country in  general. The
“smytchka™, thus secured, means the un-
shakable lovalty of the Hed Army to the
proletarian dictatorablp, which o view
of the suecessful Industrlalization and
the uolimited human, largely peasant,
regerves, will make [t possible for the
Boviet state to repulse any imperiallst
intervention.

As the Left Opposition has declared
gince 1923, Industrialization §s the pre.
requisfte of the march towards social-
fam, Without a rising industrialization
pelther lnen mor nalls, not to speak of
tractors, can ba supplied to the peasants.
But industriaiization must be carcied
through at such a tempo and in accord-
ance with such plans that the relation
of the quantity of goods between clty
and village will steadily If slowly fm-
prove, and the standard of lving of
workera and peasanis rise, This fore-
most condition of the stability of the
whole reglme Hmits the permisaible

meeting

peasantry is dizsatisfied with induostrial-

tempe of indostrialization and collectivi-
zatlion.
Back to War Communism

It means nothing to add, “Has the
five year plan abollshed clazges and in-
troduced sociallsm?’ But we must un-
questionably ask, “Has it assured the
vgmytehka” between city and conntry ¥
The answer ig “No”, it has shaken and
woakened it" In his last speech at the
plennm of the Central Committes, Bialln
boasted that ihe planned collectivization
had been exceeded three times over. But
who needs these figures outside of the
bureauerntic boasters? The statistics af
eolleetivization do not take the place of
beead. The kolkhowes are pumérons, bot
there t2 no meat and no vegetables. The
city has nothing to ent. Industry i3 dis-
organized beenuse the workers are hun-
gry. In ita rolation to the peasant, the
¢ity has passed from a semi-voluntary
exchange throungh a tax in kind to com-
pulsory expropriations, that is, te  the
methods of war-thme Communlsm.

The hungry workers are dissatisfed
with the policies of the party. The party
s dissatisfied with the leadership. The

jzation, with collectivization, with the
clty, Part of the peasantry iz dissatis-
fied with the reglme. What part? We
cannot know, bot it iz clear that under
present circumstances, it can only grow.

*“The planned collectivization has boen
pxcepded three times over!™ Buat that is
precigely the misfortune. The foreed
kolkhozes not only do not lend to social-
ism, but on the contrary undermine the
foundations of the dictatorship of the

proletarist by becoming the organkzed
form of the strike of the peasants
agninst the city. By hiding its grain

from the state or purposely lmiting its
seiding. the pasantry places itsclf  on

GIVE NOW!

The drive to SAVE THE MILI-
TANT is the first order of business
of the Leagues and its sympathizers
in the present period. We are con-
fromted with the most serious fnan-
cial conditlon possible and unless we
obtain several hundred dollars, the
very exlstence of the MILITANT is
threatened. On top of this, the Post
(Mlice threatens to revole oor madling
rights If we skip another lssue.

What are you doing about this?
Have you ecalled on  your fellow-
workers and ask for contributions?
Help Save the MILIANT. Send In
your contributlon at once and then
visit your friends and collect funds
for the MILITANT.

The MILITANT has performed an
international pevolutionary duoly to
the elass and the party in keeping
tha Marzian theonies and the Bolslwe-
vik-Leninist needs of the day before
the English-speaking workers of the
whole world. Whila the press of
Stalinkm sways belween opporfunism
and adventurism the MILITANT has
held high the international revelu-
tlonnry principles of Marxism. Tha
need of the orgnndzation is nod & re-
treat to 6 semi-monthly but an Io-
erease in propaganda in  order o
keep pace with the growing actlvity
of the League and the sharpening
world events. In all parts of the
country the demand for our press and
our literadure is on the increase. The
demand is one positive side of the
problem. The other side is the or-
ganizatlonal end. We must send out
organizers, but all this will fail of
aecomplishment unless the MILI-
TANT 15 kept before the workers
each woelk,

Yoo cannod allow the financial diffi-
culties to drown the wvoles of the
MILITANT. You must strain every
resource Lo help SAYVE THE MILI-
TANT. Semd in your conirlbution
at onee, solielt funds for the Mili-
tant. Rush all Fimds o the MILI-
TANT, 126 East 16th St., New York

the road of the kulaks. “Permit me” it
{Continued on page 4)

Mooney Congress

Molders Committee Issues United Front Call for Chicago Meet

Under date of January 21, Tom Mooney
issued & call for & Free Tom Mooney Con
Ereas to be held at Chicago, April 30 to,
May 2, usder the ausploes of the TDIII-I
Mooney Molder's Defenge Commitiee—
"to plan the final fight for my freadom™.

The appeal is lssued—"to every A. F.
of L. unbon-local, district, state, and oa-
tional in its jorisdiction; to the railroad
brotherhoods, and all other labor unlons;
to all working class orgenlzatlons—poll-
tical, economle, defense, social, athletle,
fratermal or caltural: and to all likeral
orgnnizations sympathetic to the work-
ers.” Mooney says, “The time has come
when fll organizations fighting for my
freedom must be welded into the wideat
possible united fromf.™

In essence this call is no diferent from
that lssuced by Mooney on Auguat 20,
1931. On that date Mooney said, *The
time for action has come—I sek for a
gennlne wunoited fromt., I eall gpon the
followlng groups—to unite and organlze
—for immediate action” In the list of
organizations which follow are to be
found the entire Communist movement,
the progresalves, the social I:E!'nrmiﬂ-lﬁ.l
and outright comservative organizations
like the Amalgamated Clotbing Workers.

The question arlses: what Is the neces-
sity for the second call?f Who and what
is responsible for the fallufe to boild
the movement lupon the basis of the
eall of August 20, 16817 What role did
the party and the ILD play?

As our readers will remember the
Militant greeted Mooney's appeal of
August 20th, and urged the party to take
the inltiative in bullding the movement
for his releass. (Qur analayals polnted
aut  that onder the eircumstances
Mooney's appeal was a divect invitations
to the Communists to take over the lead-

The ¢lass on the History of the Com-
intern led by comrade Shachiman is post-
poned to the followlng Sunday due to
the mnss meeting on the German situa-
tlon. All students of the ¢lazs are urged
to attend this rally to be held at the
Stoyvesant Casine, Mh Bt. and Second
Ave, on Sunday, February 4th at 8 P, M.
where comrade Shachitman and Cannon

will be the apenkers.

City. —HUGO OEHLER.

— e

Called

—

ership of the movement. In lssoe after
isgue, and in conferences, wherever they
were called, we ralsed our wvolce to urge
the party to accept Mooney's Invitation
and forge the weapon to smash the chalng
that hold him o jail

The response of the Stalinist leader-
ship of our party was to sabotage nmi!
wreek those conferences not organlzed
by them. In 3t Louls, for instance,.
where the local Mooney Molders” Defense |
Commitiee, in cooperatlon with the Com-
munist League of America bhad organized
a genuine united front to which all work-
ing class organisations were iovited, the
Stalinists split the conference and organ-
fzed one of their own., In southern IL-
inods, in Minneapolls, all over the U, 8.
they pursued the same tactles.  This
strategy played into the hands of the
reactlonaries who, while professing bellef
in Mooney's lnnocence and a desire (o
fight for his release, have not and will
not 1ift a finger toward this end
Their special job 18 to  divide the
clags and keep it divided, It alse served
the Socialist party and the IWW and the
lHberals of all hues. For thelr fallure
te act they found a convenlent excusg—
“the Impossibility of worklng with the
Communists™.

As a result no movement was bullt
The opportunity to set the class in mo-
tion was lpat. For this the Stallnist
leaderahlp of the party and the ILI) are
to blame, ‘The “theoretleal” motivation
for their course wad the now half-aban-
doned idiocy of soclal Fasclam. “How
can we', the argument ran, "onite with
the soclal democratic betrayera of the
workers? How can we unlte with Green
and Woll¥ We want the workera. But
the workers are divided. Erge — the
united front” from below ™

Mooney walted patiently for the party
to move. But the party, saddled with
n falss theoretleal approach to the pro-
blem, made no headway o passing from
agitatlon in the press to struggle. Now
Mooney has lssued a call for the same
purpese through the Molders' Defense
Comimitiee,

Thiz doss not mean that Mooney has
abandoned the road of the closa sirog-
gle a5 the anly means of attalning his

{Continued on page 2)

Opposition's Demand for United Front
Is Need of the Hour in Germany

Responsibility for Rise of Fascism Must be Established

President von Hindenburg, the victor-
fous candidate of the sociallst “Irom
Front”, the “bulwark of the Republic
against Fasclsm”, has finally appointed
Hitler to the Chancellorship of the Relch.
With the Fasclst leader are bis lieuten-
ants, Hermann Goering, Speaker of the
Relchstag, who I8 In control of the Pruos-
sinn police force of 150000 armed men,
and the notorious Dr. William  Frick,
who has taken over the Ministry of the
Interior.

The Hitler povernment starts out with
the inclusion of all the other représen-
iatives of the extreme reaction in Ger-
many. ‘The von Papens, Hogenbergs,
von Krosigks, von Neoraths and Seldtes
repreaent all that s intensely chauvin-
Istic in Germany, all that stands for the
dominatlon of heavy indusicy and the
preservation of the “dirty East Prussian”
agrarian lords, In the first collection of
forces under Hitler, the moparchists, na-
tlonalists, militarists, bankers, laodlords
and trust magnates rob ghoulders amdbe-
ably wilh the most prominent represen-
tativeas of Fascizm,

Sehlelcher's Rols

The von Papen government, and  the
vion Schleicher regime which succeeded
it, fell after having accomplished to the
muximum of their abilities the task and
role nzsigned to them. Neither of the
two “Prestdental” governments which
preceded Hitler had behind [t a parlia-
mentary majority upon which to  lean,
or o mass movement to base ltself om.
These representatives of the Bonnpartist
bourgeolsie could only be stop  gaps,
creating the §llusion among sections of
the working class that they stood “above
the classes” and wonld regulate the con-
flicts between them. Even mora than
Papen, von Schleicher suceeeded ln win-
ning the benevolent pentrality of the re-
actionary soclal democratle trade union
leaders, headed by Lelpart, & oeotrality
which meant nothing short of g new be-
troyval of the working elass, In  the
period of their domioation, Papen and
Aehlefieher did all they could to stave off
the resistapce of the working class, to
weaken and demoralize it, to aveld—in
the interests of the bourgeolsie — the
heavy costs of o civil war, and to stake
their cards upon the mirage of an econ-
omle boom.

The fact thot Hindenburg, who was
undoubtedly hostile to Hitler, even If
pnot in a fundamentally clags sense, fn-
ally ealled upon the Faselst leader to
take over the povernment, I8 eloguent
teatimony to the desperation of the Ger-
man bourgeolsie. Capitalism, In its
“pormel” state, never does more than
keep its Pasclst hordes in reserve. ‘The
Cerman ruling c¢lasa knows that  the
selzure of power by the Brown-shirted
bandits, especially in a country with &
well-organized avd socialistically school-

ed working clasa, means civil war and
the consequent disruption of the ego-
nomic and politicgl life of the country,'
at least wuntil the Issue of the atroggle
is decided. The German bourgeoisie has
gone to all conceivable lengths to avold
the heavy expenses of a clvil war: It
hias turned over the government to soclal
democrats; it has drawn them Into boor-
geods coalitlops; it has sopght te pre-
serve an equilibrium with the old of the
Bruening party of ultramontanlsm; it
has resorted to the Donapartist regimes
of Papen and von Schlelcher. Bot nong
of these expedicnts has epabled it to
emerge from the profound erisis aoder-
mining its domination, the erisis which
has driven hundreds of thousands of
workera to the support of the party of
soclal revolutlon. For just as the bour-
geoisie finds it Impessible to role in the
old wa¥, the masses are refualng to live
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in the old way.

That i3 why the bourgesisie has bDeen
forced to resort to the desperate expedi-
ent of Fasclsm! Hitler in power meana
the commencement of the civil war Io
Germany. It s entirely unthinkable
that the German working class, milllons
sirong, trained in the school of the clasa
struggle for years, having at its head the
most powerful Comrounist party in the
world outaide of the Soviet Unlom, will
permit the Nazi assassing to remain in
power without a violent struggle. It is
entirely onthiokable that Hitler, will be
able to accomplish his principal task
without a bitter fight. His role 18 fo
crugh every semblance of organized
strength and military 1n the German
workivg class, begluning with the Com-
munist party, the spearhead of the prole-
turiat, following with the szoclal dem-
peracy and the blg trade union move-
ment, and endiog with the extermination
of every other class conscious proletar-
fnn organization. It is ealeeady <clear
from the first news dispatches that the
German proletariat, alarmed by the re-
cent events and aroused out of the leth-
argy and the imaginary security into
which they were lulléd for the past year,
has begun to resist with all the means
at 1ts disposal.

The Coming Civil War

wor could it be otherwise, for the
ascenslon to power of the Hitler gang
could menn nothing else but the opening
of a period of eivil war In Germany.
When we speak of Hitler's ascension to
power, it does not yet mean that the
power of Fasclam has been establlabed
in Germany. Defore this i3 definitely
accomplished, blood will flew and many
sangulnary battles will be fought. Buot
only & blind man could fail to see that

(Continued on page 4)

EPass Phillipines

Bill Over Veto

The Filipinos, under the leadership of
Quezon and a large section of the na-
tional-hourgeoisle, are fighting the In-
dependence Bill. The 35 year struggle
for independence Iz ftoking on & DEW
form, since the Independence Bill comes
from the United States, This can be ac-
eounted for when one realizes what 1s
behind this bill. The Independence Bill
triog to please different layers of the
Amerienn exploiters, and in doing 80,
has foreed Congress to turn oot an Io-
dependence Bill loaded with jokers. The
Bill retaing all of the essentlal needs of
the Imperialists and at the same time
attempts to ellminate the advantage the
natlonal bourgeolsie of the Fillpinos have
with regord to those commodities they
export to Amerlea In competition Wwith
ather Amerlean producers.

The Bl in it final form provides the
foliowing safeguards for & imperialiats:
The Filipinos must call a special conven-
tion to odopt n republican constitutlon.
Ten years after this they will have “in-
dependence.” The BIl  reserves the
right for naval bases and refalns  the
right to military posts after the attain-
ment of “indepondence”. At the same
time the Bl provides the following for
the Amerlean gompetitors, who were the
maln ones to drive through the blll, Af-
ter ten yeora the Islands will be outside
the American tardf walls. In the mean-
time the lmports are to be lmited. A
gradunted scale of export tax oo oom-
modities of a competitive patore that are
aent to Amerlen wlll be imposed. Ia
thiz perlod all goods shipped from the
Uinited States to the Islands will be duty
feee, Fmigration will alec be eut

The Bill attempts to unite all sectlons
of the American people behiod it It
will hawve all sections of the Filiploe
people against it, except the section of
Ameriean flonkies. The Amerfcan work-
erg must demond the immediate and uan-
condittonal release and freedom of the
Fillpine people.

10,000 in Strike in Detroit

Wages and «Dead Timen lssues in Briggs Auto Walkout

Marking one of the frst mass
struggles of the auto workers against
the boss class since the erisis started,
more than 10,000 men at the four plants
of the Briggs Mfg. Corp., makers of auto
bodies, in Detroit, have struck against
“depd thme”, ("Dead time” 13 the time
plece workers are kept ldle without pay
while belng shifted to other departments
or, while forced to walt for repalrs or
parts necegaary to their process in the
industry, Plece workers lose many hours
a week through this method of wage cut-
ting, It s “little thiogs" like thiz that
make basle wage rates so misleading in
the statistleal reporis).

According to the Daily Workér the
prosress of the strike movement reads
as follows:

January 120500 workers strike against
) percent wage cut at Briggs Yernom
Highway Plant in Detroit.

January 21-—1,000 workers in
Products Corp., Detrolt, strike
16 percent wage cut.

Jannary 24—8trike in Briggs Highland
Park plant, Detroit; and Hayes Body
plant in Grand Rapids, Mich,

January 25—8trike of Briggs Mack
Ave, workers brings total up to 8000,

Janpary 26—Two more Briggs plants
strike and roise total up to 10,000, Capl-
talist press “discovers” the strike move-
menk.

Jannary 27—Motor Products workers,
who won thele stelke, refuse to work on
materlal from Briggs plants. T of
these workers joln A. W. T. Ford lays-
Off 150,00,

January Z8—Murray Body Company
foreed to close through fear; men joln
gtrike movement, )

Solidarity of Workers!

The Brigegs Company—three hours
after Ford paid a visit to his Highland
Park plant In which the Briggs factory
in Dwdrolit 13 housed,—agreed to abolish
tdead-time™ and goarantee [ts employees
an hourly wage. It alse agrees to ralae
gome wages, though not as high as the
workers demnd and in some  instances
the new scale 1s lower than the old. The
company, however, has not negotlated
with the strike committee but has slmply

Maotor
agalnst

{Opposition )
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poated the notlee of its proposals. At

SPEAHKERS

James P. Cannon

Max Shachtman

tempts were made, of course, [0 ATOUSH
the Ford workers agalost the strikers
with the argument that the Briggs strik-
ors have thrown them out of work.

The workers bad until Monday noon,
Jopuary 30, to return to work or be re-
pluced by men from Detroit’s army of
gnemployed. Boat so far the WworkerTs
have maintained their solidarity and
their effectiveness through mass pleket-
ing.

The Briggs strike became effective
January 26, when, after several prlor
outbreaks, 10,000 closed thelr raoka
ngainst the bosses. Ford I3 boss  of
Eriggs. He was not slow to try to take
advantage of the situation. He selzed
the oppertunity to lockout 150,000 work-
ers In his employ, on the pretext that
the failure of the Briggs Co. to deliver
bodies disrupted the entire Ford, belt
syatem of prodoction. This was an a&t-

| tempt to torn the Ford workera agalnst

the strikers. But the workers have not
been taken in by this lying cant. They
have refused to work on siul coming
from Briggs.

In his efforts to discredit the strike
Ford hes sprend the story that rival
manufacturers have instigated the work-
ors agalnst Briges, Speaking of the men
whe work In the plants that bear his
name Ford sald: “There s not o man
among them that would strike.." even
it hia scale of wagea Is ltthe, if any,
higher than that of ofher maoufactor-
ers.” Liea! We are confldent that the
Ford workers will not be long In fol-
lowing the example of the Briggs work-
arg. And as for needing Instigation l—

{Continued from page I)

CANNON AT FORUM

Comrade Cannon will apeak this Fri-
day, ¥eb. & at & P. M. at the Left Op-
position Open Forum at 1268 Bast 18th
Htreot. The subject of hils lecture will
b “Ia the Time Ripe for a New Federa-
tion of Labor.” He will dlacoss in this
lecture the most Important conference io
Gillespie, 10, Im which comrade Canoon
participated and which adopted the pol-
fey of the Left Opposition, It promises
to be an Inténsely interesting meeting.
Be aure to attend !

Stuyvesant Casino

SBOOND AVE., Nesr NINTH ST., 3UN-
DAY, FEB. 5th, 5 P. M. ADM. 16 CTS.




