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The contimes] inprisonoent of
comrade Chea Du-Hsiu, lader of the
Laft Oppositien In Chins, has eallsd
forth & proiest from 3 nomber of
leading MHberal and radieal figures in
Amwrican publie life. A cablagram
sont by thém to Chlang Hal-Shek In
Nanking reads as follows: “Leading
Amerkcans protest prosecutlon Pro-
fessor Chen Du-Hslu and associates,
Urge thelr release.”

Among those who sigoed their
names to the cabled protest were &
number of writers whoe are noledly
sympathetic to the Communist move-
memt In tha United States and elose-
Iy assoclated with it. These Inelude
Thesdore Dredser, Shoerwoeosd Ander-
gon, H. W. L. Dana, Maleolm Cowlay
and Waldo Frank. Among ths liber-
als and socialists who signed the
protest are to be found Upton Sin-
clair, Jobn Hayms Holows of the
Communlty Church in New York,;
Floyd Dell, Oswald Garrison Villard,
afditor of the Lliberal weskly, THE
NATION, Arthur Garfleld Hays, the
lawyer, and Roger N. Baldwin, of
the Amerkegn Clvil Libartiss Undon.

The official Communist party, how-
ever, and the Infernational Labor
Defense, have not yel ralked a single
profest against (he arvest of eomrade
Chen and his ecomrades, whose Hves
are still endangered. The only com-
meetit yof made by the Dally Worker
was aimed at preventing any prodest
froen the militant aber movement
on the groumds that comrade Chen
Is & “eounter-revolutionary Troisky-
et”. To the disgraes of the move-
ment, It has remalned for liberals
amnd rudieal intellecioals fo spesk out
where tha party preserved that
dreadiol silence which eculd not be
of preater pood to Chiong Hai-Shelk
amdl hls butchers than if the lalter
themselves had aranged for it.

The Commionkst workers msst wipe
out this shameful blet by demanding
that the party and the L L. 1), take
up the for the Left Oppositlon-
ksts dn fa aid eonneet their sase
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with those of the many other brave
militants whiss LUves are at the mere-
fes of the Hue Min Tang brigands.

HELP?

There Is every renson to hope that
the Weskly MILITANT will con-
tinge, Thus far, our paper has de-
pended almost exclosively upen the
membership of the Communist Lea-
gue, out of their Lmited resources,
to maintain the leading English ex-
prossion of Dolshevism. Now, today,
our readers and sympathizers must
fend o hamd fo save the Weskly.
The demands upon our numerieally
small membership have been heavy,
especially so in this lengthy peried
of economile erisis.

YWa have no doubt that our read-
era will respond to the plain, frank
appeal of the Left Oppositlon to
maintaln the Weekly MILITANT.

The requirements of the situation
dlemanid more amnd more the partieipa-
tion and direetion of the Left Op-
position in the dally class struggles.
Through the MILITANT, still our
hest organlzer, the ideas and prac-
tiees of Lesinlsm, of the Leff Op-
position, are mads known to  the
Communist movement, fto the Lefi
Opposition, to the broad masses of
workers coming stendily, If yed slow-
I¥, toward class consciousoess  miwd
Conmundsm,

The MILITANT can and must be
nuintalned. Its exlstence ns a Week-
Iy through these seourging years of
the seonomie erlsis, have shown
cleairly the devotion and sacrificee of
the supporters of tha Left  Opposi-
tion to thelr paper. What has been
oty hefore, can be  dons  agaln—
hetler amd even more penerowsly,
Sympathizers, readers — help the
MILITANT now! Save our amnd your

Weselily ! =MARTIN AEBERN.

Hemdd money at once to:

THE MILITANT
126 East 16ih Stireed,
New York, N. Y.

Nazis,Cops Pfo#okeCPG

Von Schleicher Uses Fascists to Bolster Bonapartist Regime

On Senday, January 22, teng of thouo-

gands of Fasclats made a demonstratlon’

in Germany. In ¢lashes with  workers
and Communists one worker was killed
and o hundred were wounded. Aecord-
Ing to the press the occaslon was the
anniversary of the death of a Fascist
killed in an assault upon workers. Touch-
ing sentimentality! The Eaiser sent o
wreath of flowers to lay upon the grave.

Had the demonstration for Lhis soet
of human rubbish been part of the wsual
Fusecist tinsel of bluster and burleague
pomp it eould have been set down as an-
other item in the ledger of the working
class gecount with these agenis of capl-
talist reaction, to be settled io foll and
forever by the proletarian revolution,
But there are aspects of the demonstra-
tlon that mark £ as an event of great
glgnificance for the German and Ioter-
national working closs and its vanguward.

In Berlin the Fascists invaded the
heart of the proletarian districts to as-
gamble in front of Communist party head-
guarters. Alome the Faselsts would mot
have dared the anger of the workers,
But the Fascistsa were “guarded” by the
largest police mobilization ever made in
Berlin, This was a sinister united front
bétween the Fascist hordes and the Honn-
partlat police. This fact gave the de-
mongtration a charneter of the highest
political slgnificance, It was not a mem-
orlal meeting at all, but an  epormous
provocation of the workers® vangoard.
Under ‘the eircumsiances Lhe party cor-
rectly refosed to be driwn. That is to
its eredit.

In the mind of every worker ques-
tiona will mrla.e; Why was the party not
able to aroose the masses of workers
to reglat this hosatile demonstration in
its stronghold? Why conld it not call
on the social democratie workers to join
with it agninst their common foc? The
knowledge of its ability to do so would
have made the demonsiration o red
Berliln impossible.

Tye ask the qguoeetions la to hiot at
b i i i i e e e e i i
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thele answers. The demonstration suo-
ceeded o establishing the woeakness of
the party, This must be sald openly.
The rveason §a to be found in the falas
theorieg of the Thaslmann-Stalin leader-
ghip which harnmessed the party to the
voke of social-Fascism and erecbed bboar-
rlers across the line of march to the
ity of the working cless. That Is
why the soclalist workers today remain

L. O. Resolutions

Nute: This statement was distributed
to the delegates at the Unemployment
Conlerence at Irving Plaza, New York,
an Humlay, Janonary &,

The Unplted Front conference for Un-
employment  Insurapes and relief 1s a
atep in the proper direction. Properly
developed iE can result in a genvine and
g movement of the working ©lass
agninat the scourge of unemploy ment
and its source capitalism.

Throngh such a broad movement the
working class can be more closely welded
together In common struggle for the
Immedinte and historieal interest of
the masses.
America heartily weleomes this  move-
ment and works for lis advancement,

The eall for the present conference
proposts a state-wide conference to lay
ont & legislative program in defense of
the interesta of the unemployed and work
ing clusg, This proposal to pat presanre
on fthe capitallst leglsloture la a néces-
=ary part of o fAghting movement for he
mnemployed. The flght om thiz  froot,
however, can begome  really  effective,
ocven o serve the Immediate interests
of the unemploved only if It s supple-
mrenfed by amd combined with n program
of divect mass pressore through  huoge
vmited Jdemonstrations of the workers.

Thiz preliminary conference, shonld
alm to put the movement on o firm fonn-
iation by recommemling o conerele pro-
gram for the consideration of the Siate-
wide confersnce, For this program we
propsEed  the followlng podnts:

1. Immediate Relief

2. Tnemployoment
parlal  for by
ROV IImEnL,

% The & hour day and 5 day week,
withowt redoction in pay.

4. Long term credits to  the Soviet
Union, as a means of uoemployment re-
lief for American workers and the cem-
enting of fraternnl relations between the
American and Ruossian  workers,  ‘This
implies the demand for recognitlon of
the Soviet Government and the establish-
ment of trade relations.

Insuramwes, o bhe
the esmployers and State

In supporting the movement for legis-
lative action the Communlst Left  Op-
position deems it pecessary to polot out

under the bloodstained flag of the Noskes| . inadequacies of a parliamentary cam-

and Sheldemanns. And that s why the
party had to sulfor the humiliating in-
gult of a Faseist demonstration in front
of ita windows. The demonstration wae
another warning to the party  lepder.
ship to pedresa its line and begin, with-
out delay, e approsch to  the social
demoerntic workers and  trade onions
throngh their organizations, mobilize the
whole clnss for the extra-parliamentary
strmgele againat the Donapartizt, Fasclat
and secin]l demoecratic pillars of capital-
Ist reactlon.

[aving escaped dizoster on one reel
the party lendership 1z still onable to
stesr by the charts of a Leninist course,
It has not asslmilated the lessons of
thiz “memorial meeting”, It {8 now em-
barked on g course of counnter demon-
strations lasting o weck, “We |have
numbers too” secms to bé the casenes of
itheir reaction to the Fascist Insalt aod
provocation. Buch demonstrations are
significant when they are manned by
workers following o correct policy. In
ithe presont sltuation these  demoenston-
tiong muost take place on the basis of
the extra-parllamentary united front.
Otherwise (hey are futlle protests against
the Fascist oulrage.

That la one aspect of the evenls of
January 22, The united front belween,
Von Hechleicher's pollce and IHitler's mer-
conaries s o new and striking lII:w}luD
ment in the German situatlon. What is
the measing of this co-operation?

In the interregnum of the Bobapartist.
1egime of Von Schleicher the class sitaa-]

tion has not stood still. The economic
¢rizsiz haz continued to deepen. Tnem-
ployment is rising agnin, Dissetisfac-
tion with Yon 2chleicher is growing He
has soceessfully postponed the conven-
ing of the Relchstag for a time bat on
its next assembling he may find himself
and hia cabinet foreed out, the precari-
aus cquilibvlum of hls Bonapartist re-
glme disrupted by a rising tide of work-
ing class struggle.

The ynlted front of Hitler and Von
Behleicher was o manepver directed
agninat the aspearhead of the working

class, Yon Bchleleher otilized the Fasces
fat troops to  provoke the Communist
party to struggle under unfavorable

conditions; to drown its defense in blood
and make bloedy reprisals against the
working olass; to appease the restless-
ness in the Fascist ranks with  this

{Contioued on page 4)

palgn to achieve any one of these de-
mamds. Juch o tactic by itself 8 Io-
sufficient and would be misleading and
incapable of obialning the alms of the
Conference,.  The broad masses of  the
workers must be drawn Into class strug-
gle activity for these demands, Through

tmnicna, fraternal organlzations, ete,
the employed and unemployed, the orgen-
imed and woorganized must be united in
the fight for these demands. In short,
the widest possible mass pressure of
the economic and politienl organlzations
of the working class must be exerted
npon the roling class to relnforee the
legislative demands,

It is necessary that thls Conference
ahall conduet a sharp campalgn of ex-
posiirs and eriticlsm of  the socalled
Iabor representatives and their lobbying
metheods bebind the scenes  with  the
politicians at Albany and elsewhere in
otder to securs & few cheap and meager
coneesslons for the unemployed. This
capitalistlc “politics” is only & spare and
dieluzion to the workers and serves to
disarm them before the attacks of the
capitalistz and their agents. Thess la-
bor fnkers must be shown up in  thelr
true colors by counferposing a program
of closs struggle to thelr politidal echic-
BRLTY.

i In ovder to schieve the alms of the
| Conference In concerted struggle, it Is
necessaty to lake g further step for-
wird on the road of a broad wnited
| front of all working closs organizations
—=unions and political parties (A. F. of
I., Socialist Party, Communist Party,
ebe) It 158 not enough te fovite the
branches of these organization, The e
spective cenfrnl organizotlons and the
official leaders of these¢ organizations
must e pat (o the test before the eyes
of the workers and compelled to show
their eolors in actlon. The Communist
Parly must partlelpate oficlally in this
movement and undertake thereby, to give
direct leadership to the struggles of the
workers for thelr immediste necds and
final aims—the overthrow of capitalism
and the cstablishment of & Soviet Gov-
ernment.

Communist League of Amerion
(Opposltion) MN. Y. HBranch
126 East 16th Streat
New York City
(Continued on page 4)
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{ the unbearable burdens of the

|

The New York conference held under
the auspices of the A, F. of I. Commit-
tee for Unemployed Insporance on  Sun-
day, January 22, 1833, wos of soch alg-
niflcnnes for the struggle agninst anem-
ployment In general, and the Commuoniet
movmnéht in particalar, that it deserves
a detnlled acconnt and treatment.

The: importance of the Conforencs did
not e 0 much in the organizatlons re-
prisented. In this respect, the gather-
ing fell far short of the possibilitles as

Comrades and Fellow-workers:

fn the limited time alloted for speech-
¢ from the floor it is noturally impoa-
alble to deal adequately with the whole
problem which has bronght us lnto con-
feronee here to-day. I will  therefore
eanline myself to some of the most salf
ot painds which must be consldered in
conneciion with onr next sfeps on the
rocul to n broader movement and a more
eff cetivie struggle, rermit me to mefer
yvour bo the mimeographed copies of the
statement nrd resolutiona of the Com-
pnualet Left Opposition which have been
di=tribited to the delegntes. Tn this ma-
tevial you will find a more thorough ela-
borafion of the program and  toctics
which the Dolghevik-Leninista advocabe
than T will e able to present orally io
my limited fime.

The conference here foday rvepresonts
n step forward in the difection of &
united astrugele of the workers agoinst
crlaia,
The tendency towards such a union of
forees In the fight constitues, from our
point of wiew, the progressive feature
of this conference. For it i3 only when
the workers of varlons organizations
and poliltcal trends are welded together
in o common front that real blows can
B dlirected apgainst the class enemy on
the great class issue of uncmployment.
When this anion of forees 158 lacking,
when the compavatively small groupa of
ihe workers' vangnard take the field
alone and Aght as isolated detachments,
the blows fall heavlest on them, the class
enemy remaing nnshaken and the masses
af the workers gain no advantages,

To the extent that the present confer-
ence signifies o progressive step toward
the unlted front stroggles of the work-
ers wit, of the Left Oppoaition, declare
anr readiness to give hearty support to
the movement and to work layally for
ity ndvancement,

Broader Base Necessary

The Invitation which the committes
pxtended to the branches of the Soclal-

miss demonstrations and getivity among’ jg¢ Party, to the trade unlon locals of
the worklng clesa ovganizations—tradef ¢he A P, of . and similar conserva-

tive organizations means in itself and
enfn ounly mean a recognition of the fact
that the unemployed issue 13 not an i8-
aue of any party, tendency or group, but
rather an issne of the class. This is
the only way to prescent the question and
to lay the groundwork for a real strug-
gle. But this step in itself rfemains un-
completed. The roll call of the delegn-
tion bears elogoent testimony  to this
fact, Between the asplrations of the
committes which called the conferance
and the workers' organizations sctaslly
represented there is an enormons  Eap.
From this we do not conclude that the
caleulations  of the ecommittes ware
wrong or that the aspirations o draw
ithe reformist and even the reactionacy
organizations into the joint stroggle are
withont foundatior,

No. We only bhave to conclude that
the step tnken toward thiz end must be
followed Ly others. 'The tactleas of the
united front as Tenin laid them dosn,
aml a3 they have been wvorifled by ex-
perfence on an international scale, must
be unfolded in thelr full scope. It s
not sufficlent to invite the branches of
the Sccialist party and the lecal unlons
of the A. F. of L. to join us in & com-
mon fight. To ba sare that 18 something.
iy such an Invitatlon we recopnize the
[nct that the workers in fhese organizm-
tiona mleo suffer from the plagoe of wn-
employment and that it s guite possible
for ihiem to join in g fight for a program
of immediate demands even while they
remain reformists and  conservative in
thelr political vlews, even while they
retnin membership in organlzations rep-
resenting these political ¢urrents. That
iz the beginning of wisdom on the ques-
tion of the united fronot.

Bt it i by no means the whole of
it. The fact remains that these workers
in the reformist and reactlonary organt-
#ations who have gosd canse and very
probably a real will to fght against the
seourge of unemployment are oot ready
te break with thelr organlzations apd
are not convioeed that their leaders who

of America [Op
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Liberals Protest Chen's Arrest|

well 15 the reguirements of the situa-
tion. Of the American Federatlon of
Labor lecals in the city, only a handfual
FIEN Jodad (Riage g)) pajuassadel adom
2 of them). With isolated exceptlons,
the balanee of the organlezations present
were those in which the Communists
hove already gained predominance,
When it Iz considered that the ravages
af the crisis, plus the treacherous pas-
sivity of all the reformist leaders and
the excelasive position occupled by the

noe lesas than we do, do oot mean what
they say. They are not ready to break
with their leaders at the present moment
nnd to responwd to appeals over the heads
of thelr officlal leadership and their re
gective epentral organlzatlona. This s
ihe sitnation as it exists In reality, and
not in  somebody's Imagination. The
problem s to base ourselves on thia
reality and fAod the way to draw these
workers Into the common struggle with
ng in spite of that. For thizs we muast
have recourse to the politleal wlsdom of
T&nin who has taught us how to de it
For this we must have recoarse to the
penuine tactles of the united froni.

The appeal fo (he Socialist party
bramches of greater New York brought
a respongs from one singte branch which
ia represented here alone—and even that
brapeh iz located outside the metropo-
litam terrlitory. The appeal to  the A,
F. of L. locals brought a mere handfal
of delegates and even these, in almost
ovéry ohee, come from locals alteay un-
der the influence of the Left wing., Do
not shat your eyea to theae faets, com-
rades. Let us wot delude ourselves with
the idea that we have a united working-
claga fromt. For that we most bhave a
lnrge section of the workers who are
abaent here to-day. If we procesd from
the point of view of the committes that
ihe workers generally, regardless of
their polltleal viewsa and  thelr afflia-
tions, want to struggle agalost uwoem-
ployment—and I think this is the cor-
rect point of view-—then we ought to
nsk ourselves why they have not respond-
ed to the call,

And If we face the prollem clearly,
we will bave to say that the faolt lies
mot with the workers but rather with
the manner in which thay werse ap-
proached, By ignoring the central organt-
satione, by ignoribg the officlal leader-
ship of the reformist and conservative
orgnnizations, the committes nofortunate-
Iy gave these trencherons leaders all the
ground they needed to excuse themselves
before thelr own membership for thelr
fallure to particlpate,

Moreover it put the locals and branches
of these organlsntions before the pro-
blem of aeting over the heads of their
oflicial leadership and their official ecen-
trul Dbodies. If yoa uoderstand  some-
thing of the mechanica of organization
vou will recognize that thiz Is an um-
timely demand. ‘The reformist workers
take their organizations serlously, Do
legs perhaps than we do. They do not
net over the head of thelr officlal In-

{Contlnued on page 4)
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AMERICAN LABOE LEADERS
The Movemenis and the Men
A Series of & Popular Ledcinres on
American Labor History and Iis
Dutstanding Personallties
by
JAMES P. CANNON

FEE. 12—TERENCE ¥. POWERLY
The “GErand Master Workman"
of the Knlghtas of Labor.
FEE. 1%—SAMUEL GOMPERS
The Labor Lieufcnant of the
Capitalist Class,

26—ALBERT PARSDNS
The Haymarket Martyrs and
the Eight Hour Movement.

MAR. 5—EUGENE V. DEBS
The Socinlist Agltator—The
Ameriean Railway Unlon and
After.

MARE. 12—DANIEL DE LEON
The Soclalist Theoretician,

MAKR. 19—WILLIAM I». HAYWOOD
Indostrial Unlonism, the West-
ern Federstion of Miners and
the I. W. W.

MAR. 25—SIDNEY HILLMAN
“Business EMelency” In the
Betrayal of the Workera.

AL 2—WILLIAM Z. FOSTER
The Rlight of Stalinlsm,

Singla Lectures—I15 Cents
na Dollar for the Conrsa,
HUNDAY & P. M.
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Left Opposition Demands Broad United
FrontatN. Y. Unemployment Conference

Presents Revolutionary Program to Stalinist Confab Oriented on Opportunist Half-Turn

Communists in lending whatever mill-
tant fght for wuonemployment rellef
there has been in this country, it will
Is# zecn that the representation at Sun-
day's conference was far below the vast
possibilitles at baod for the mobilizi-
tion of n strong fighting movement. The
very fact that the meagre responses CAn
be said by the Dally Worker to bave
“exceeded the best expectations of the
Committes”, i3 only an indication of the
cxtent to which the sectarian pollches
of the officlal party in the past period
have fsolnted it from the bulk of the
workers and their organizations,

This phase of the Conference may be
summed up In the following ohservation:
To the extent that the representation
from non-Communist organizations was
emall in comparison with what it should
and could have been, §ts size L8 to be
attelbnted to the “Third Perlod” antics
of the past, the eliminatlon of the und-
ted front, the ultimatist pollcy of the
pariy, as well as to the Inadegqoancy
of the turn made in the recent Chicago
united front and at the present Confer-
ence, To the extent that non-Commun-
lat partlelpation “exceeded the best &x-
pectations” it 1s due to the torn made
in droppdng the fdistle verbiage abouot
“srocial Fasclsm™ and approaching the
standpoint on the Leninist united froot
which the Left Oppositlon has  songht
to drill Into the mind of the party for
the past few years.

Qur Reservations Justified

The fact that the turn was made, and
while still defective, was nevertheless
madi o the right directlon, could not
fail to bring it the codorsement of the
Left Opposition. At the same time, how-
ever, all the shorteomings and dangers
alrendy perceptible at the first stages of
the party's turn—which we polnted out
from the very beginoing as factors which
made It Impossible for the Oppositlon to
necord the turn an unreseryved endorse-
ment—were gbtrusively present at the
very first Conference In New York.

The keynote of the Conference wap
struck by the Comnittes representative
who opened the meeting, Bordman, and
by the Committes chalrman, Weinstock,
who made the general report for the
hand-pleked credentials committes. The
burden of their appeal was the oeed of
presenting to the legisiatore soon  to
copvena in Albany a program for “oan-
employment insurance and other labor
legislation”, The burning problem of
connecting with the fight for unemploy-
ment insurance, the demands for imme-
diate rellef, the slz-houwr day and five-
day week wilthout pay redoction, and
long-term credits to the Sovlet Unlop—
this was not dealt with at all by eclther
of the two spokesmen before the Con-
ference. Anxious fo get as far away as
possible from yesterday's “fight for the
streets™, of the *Third Period”, the
speakers sedulously avoided any refor-
ence to the peed of mass pressure from
the workers In the attaloment of thelr
demands. The whole program of action
outlined by them simmered down to the
presentation of a petition to the capltal-
st leglslators nasembled at the Capltol
With not g silngle word did these two
Communigts—who apparently thing that
the way to functlon in the trade union
movement I8 to cease acting and fght-
ing like Communists—emphasize the dan-
Eer of eotertalning any Hlostons aboat
what could be obtained by “petitloning
the leglslature”, or the limits necessarily
set by & parllamentary campaign. They
nelther drew a clear lloe of demares-
tion between their program of actlon
and the pernlelons “lobbying system' of
the A. F. of L. and the Soclaliats, nor
did they stress the quintessential im-
portance of organized action by the
musses o force  concesslons from the
ruling class and its government.

The warning we gave a week Agn
fgalnst the tendency towards parlla-
mentary opportunlsm already visible In
the party’s half-turn, proved to be more
than well-founded. The straining to-
wards “respectabllity” was poaltively
palnful. In &n overwhelming Commun-
Ist assembly, the party members and
apparently been instructed to  adhers
atrictly to the solemn rltual of avolding
the term “comrade™ and addressing each
other as “brother” and “slater”, obri-
ously for' the sole purpose of Impressing

the half-dozen or less “pure and slmple™

A. F. of L. delegates present with the
fact that the sponsors of the Confier-
ence were beyond reproach or the sos.

picion of belng eonnected in any  way
with the “"Reds”.

Soclalist Workers Absent

The same game of hide-and-seek was
played by the party in the selection of
the chalrman, The call for the cop-
ference, while saying nothing about “mo-

(Continuwed on page 2)




