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«The Russian Revolution Will Become The First Stage Of The

{Continued [rom page 1)

It, as a result of exceptional or exceptionally
pofavorable clrrumstances—Ilel us say, & succesaiul
military inter.eution from the outside or irreparable
mistakes on (be part of the Hovict Government it-
golf—cupitalism should arise again on the imomea s
urably wide Sovict territory, together with it would
lnevitably arse alse its historical inadequacy, and
such capitalism would in turn soou become the ¥iig-
tim of the sume coniradictions whbich cavsed its ex-
plosion in 1917. No tactical reclpes could bave call-
ed the October Hevolutipn Inte being, if Russia had
pot careied it within its body. The revolutloniey
Party in the last aualysis can claim ouly the TolE
of an obstetrician, who is compelled to resort to 4
Cuesarian operation.

One might say in auswer te this: “Your geperal
copslderations may adequately exploin why old Rus-
sla bhad (o suffer shipwreck, thei country where
backward capditelism sud an impeverished peassoiry
wore crowned by o parasidie nobiity amd m Fotlet
monarchy. But in the simile of the chain and its
woeakest link there s sl missing the key to the
peal riddle :Uew couid the sechalist rovolution oon-
guer in a backwand country? Histury knows of
more thap o few lllustrations of the decay of o00m-
tries und civilbeations accompauied by the collapae
of the old classes for which o progressive success-
ors had been found. ‘The breakdown of old Ruossis
should, at first sight, ratber have changed the coun-
try into w caplialist culeny than iote =a seclallst
slate."

This objection iz very intercsting. It leads us
directly o the kerpel of the whole problem. And
yet, this objection is erroncous; I might say, it lacks
internal symmetry, Ou the oope band, it starts
from ab exaggeraled copception of ibhe backward-
pess of Wussin: ou the other, from a false theore-
tlcal conception of the phesomenon of historieal
backwariness in gencral.

Living beings, including mwan, of coorse, B0
through similur stages of development in accordance
with thelr ages. lw a pormal Ave-year old child,
we dod u certain correspondence between the weight,
and the slee of the parts of the body and the ln-
ternal orguus,  Bot when we deal with human ¢op-
geiousness, the siluation iz Jdifferenti, CQuoirary to
anstomy and physivlogy, psychology, both iodivid-
val aod collective, s distinguished by expection 1
power of absorption, Hexibility and elasticity; there-
in consisiz fhe avistocratic advantuge of man over
hiz pearest zoolegical relotives, the apes. The ab-
sorptive and dexible payche, as a necessary condi-
tion for historical progress, confers oo the so-called
social “orgupisms”, as distioguished from the real,
that iz, blological vrganlsms, an exceptional instabil-
ity of intermsl structore, In the development of na-
tlons and stalez, particolacly capitalist opes, thera
i meither similurity nor regularity, Different stages
of givillzation, even polor opposites, approach and
fntermogle with owe apether in the life of one and
the spme country,

Let us mot forget, my estéened lsteners, that
historical backwardoess is a relative concept. There
belng both backwurd and progressive countries, there
is nlwo & reciprocal influencing of one by the other ;
there is the pressure of the progressive countries
on the backward owes; there is the necesdlty for the
beckward countrics fo catelh up with the progres-
give ones, o borrow their technology and sclence,
ete, In this way arises the combingd type of devel-
opment: features of backwardness are combined
with the last word in world technology and in world
thinkiog, Fisally, the historically backsward epon-
triea, in orvder to escape from their backwardness,
ares often compelled to rush ahead of the others,

The flexibility of the collective consclousness
makes it possible under certain conditions to achieve
the result, io the socinl arenn, which in individual
peychology Iz called “overcoming the consclonsoess
of Inferiority™, In this sense we can say that the
Oetober  revolution was an heroie means whepeby
the people of Iussin were able to overcome thelr
own economle and cultural inferiority.

EHui et us pass over from these historicoe-
philosophie, perhaps somewhat too abstract general-
lzations, aud put the same guestion in  conerete
form, that Is, within the cross-section of living eco-
nombe facts, The backwarduess of Hussla expresacd
{tself most clearly at the beginning of the twentieth
century in the fact that industry occupied a small
place in that country in comparison with agrical-
fgre, the city in eomparison with the village, the
proletariat in comparison with the peasantry. Taken
a8 & whole, this meant a low productivity of the
natlonal labor. Buffice it to say that on the eve
of the war, when Tsarist Rossia had reached the
peak of itz well-heing, the national income was 8
to 10 times lower than in the United States. This
is expressed in Agures, the “amplitnde” of its back-
wardness, if the womd “amplitode’” can be nsed at
all in eonnection with backwardness.

At the same tlme, bowever, the law of com-
bined development expresses itself in the cconomic
field at every step, in simple as well as dn complex
phenomena. Almost withoet highways, Huassla was
compelled to bulld railreads. Without baving gone
through the stage of Enropean artisanry and mang-
facture, Hussin passced on directly to mechanized
prodection. To jump over Intermediate stages is
the fale of backward countries.

AWhile peasant agriculture often remaibed at
the level of the 1Vth century, Russia's industry, 1
not in scope, at least in type, stood at the level of
the progréssive countries and rushed abead of them
In some respects, It suffices to say that the glant
epterprises, with over a thousand employees each,
employed, in the United States, less thanm 18 percent
of the tofal pumber of Induestrial workers, In Rus-
gla over 41 percent. This faet is hard to reconclle
with the econventional conception of the economic
backwardness of Hussin. It does not, on the other
hand, refute this backwardness, but complements e
dialectically.

The same contradictory character was shown by
the c¢lass structure of the conuntry. The finance
capital of Furope indusirialized HRusslan economy
at an accelerated tempo. Therchy the indpstrial
bourgesisie nssomed o Inrge-scale capitalistic  and
anti-popular character. The foreign stockholders,
moreover, Wved outside of the country. The work-
ers, on the other band, were natarally HRusslaos,
Apainst a numerically weak [usslan  bourgeolste,
which had no national roots, stopd therefore a re-
latively strong proletariat, with strong roots in the
depths of the people,

The revolutionary character of the proletariat
wag furthered by the fact that Kussla in particular,
as a backward county, under the compalsion of cateh-
ing up with its opponents, had oot been able to Work
out its own conservatizm, elther social or political.
The moat conservative conntry of Euorope, in fact
of the entire world, is considered, and correctly; to

be the oldest capitalist country—England. The
EBuropean country freest of conservatism weoanld i
all probability be Russin,

But the young, fresh, determined prolefariat of
Russia stll constituted only o tiny minority of the
nation. ‘The reserves of its revolutlonary power lay
outside of the proletariat iteelf—in the peasantry,
living in half-serfdom, and in the opprasasd pathon-
abities,

The Peasantry

subsoll of the Revolution was the agrar
fan ?—:ﬁ:uq:u. The old fendal-monurchie system be-
came doubly intolerable under the conditions of the
new capitalist exploitation. The preasnnt n:«ummunu.l:
areas amounted to some 140 million  desyatines.
But thirty thousand large landowners, whiose pyer-
age holdings were oVer 2 M dwr:n.t.i_nw. owned al-
together 70 milllon ﬂ“m:‘“a;il:;m-: :*::{I“::lﬁ;:ll]z :1;

milllon péagant {nm r !
ﬁ:miﬂwmmwﬁe These statistics of land tenure
eonstituted a ready-made program of agrarian revell.

The noblemau, Rokorkin, wrote in 1917 to the
dignitary, Kodslanke, the chairmun of ihe last muni-
eipal Duma, I am & lpndowner and [ caunot zet
it inte my bead that I must lose my land, and for
an unbelievalle purpose to boot, for the experiment
of the sociallst doetrine”. Int it s priecisely the
task of revolutions to accomplish that which 1ibe
ruling clasgses cannot get into their heads.

In Autumn 1917 almost the whole country Wwas
the sceme of pensant revolts, Of the G2+  depart-
ments of old Rusain, 482, that is, 77 percent, Werc
affected by the movement! ‘The reflection  of  the
burning villages lit up the arvena of the insurTee-
flons In the citics,

But the war of the peasants agalnst the land-
owners—you will reply to me—is one of the classic
elements of the bonrgeois, by no means of the pro-
leterian revolution !

Perfectly right, 1 reply—so it was in the past.
Bt the inability of capitalist gociety to sarvive im
an historieally backward coantry was pprissed pre-
cisely dn the fact that the peasant insurrections did
not. drive the bourgeois classes of Russin forward,
but on the contrary drove them back for good into
the camp of the reaction. If the peasantry did not
want to be completely ruined, there was pothing else
left for lt but to join the industrial proletnriot.
Thiz revolutionnry Joining of the twao oppressed
olasses was foresesn with genuius by Jenin and pre-

wl by him long ahead of time.
m“mg the bonrgeolsie courageously solved the
agrarian guestion, the proletarint of Rnssia woild
not, obvionsly, have been able to itnke ll}q [EPA LT
in 1017. But the greedy and cowardly Russian bour-
geolsle, too late on the scene, prematnrely & vietim
of senility, did not dare to lift its hand nEgninst
fondal property. But thereby it delivered the power
to the proletaviat and together with it the right
to dlspose of the destinies of bonrgeois soctely.

In order for the Soviet state Lo Come into ©x-
{stemoe, therefore, it was necessary for two faclors
of different historbeal natare Lo collaborate :  the
peasant war, that s, a movement which is charac
terlstic of the down of hourgeois development, ol
the proletarlan insarrection, that is, a movement
which anmounces the decline of the bonrgenis move.
ment. Preesely therein consists the combined chae-
aeter of the Hussian Itevolutiouw.

Once the peasant bear stands up on his hind foet,
he becomes terrible in hiz wrath. Nut he % unable
to glve consolous expression to his indignation. He
nieds o leader. For the first time in the history
of the world, the insurrectionary peasantry found a
faithiul leader in the person of the proletariat.

Four milHon industrial and transportation wirk-
ors led s hundred million peasants. That was  the
natural and inevitable reciproeal relotion between

proletariat and peasantry in the Revolution,

The National Question

The gecond revolutionary reserve of the prole
tarlat was constituted by the oppressed uvationsl-
ities, who moresver were also predominantly made
up of peasants, Closely tied up with the historical
backwardness of the country is the extensive char-
acter of the development of the state, which spread
out like n greuse spot from the center at Moscow
to the elrcumference. In the East, it subjugated tha
gtill more backward peoples, basing Itsell  upon
them, in order to stifle the more developed national-
{ties of the West. To the 70 milllon Great Ruos-
slans, who constituted the main mass of the popu-
lation, were added gradually some $0 millions of
“other races’”,

In this way aroee the Empire, in whose composi-
tlon the ruling nationality made up only 48 percent
of the populition, while the remaining 57 percent
conslsted of natlonalities of varying degrees of civ-
jllzation aod legal deprivation. The national pras-
gure wias incomparably eruder in Hussia than in the
nelghboring states, and not only those beyond the
western boundary but beyond the eastern one, too.
This conferred on the national problem a monstrous
explogive force.

The Russian liberal bourgeoisie, in the national
ag well ps in the agrariap goestion, would oot go
beyond certain ameliorations of the regime of op-
presslon and viclence.  The *“democratie” govero-
ments of Miliukovr and Kerenaky, which reflected the
interests of the Oreat Rossian bourgedisie and bo-
réageracy, actiunlly hastened to impress wupon the
dagcontented nationalities, in the course of the eight
monthe of their exlastence, “Yon will obtain  only
what you tear away by foree"”,

The ioevitability of the development of the
centrifugal nationnl movement had been early taken
into conslderation by Lenin,  The Bolshevik IParty

* One des¥atines eguals 140 acros,

Socialist World Revoultion» - 1905

strnggled  obstinately for wyears for the right of
self-determination for nuations, that is, for the right
aof full seeesszion. (mly through  this  conrageous
pogitton on (he national question conld the Rus-
slan proletaviat gradoally win the eonfidence of the
oppresaml peoples.  The natlonal independence move-
ment, as well g the agrarian movement, necessarily
turned against the offielal demoeracy, strengsthencod
the proletariat, aml poured inte the stream of the
Oetober upheaval,

The Permanent Revolution

In these wavs the riddie of the proletarian up-
heaval in an historically backward country loses
its veil of mystery.

Marxist revelntionaries predicted, long before
the events, the march of the Revolution and the
hiztorical role of the young Hosslan proletariat, I
may be permitied fo repeat Lhere o passage from a
work of my own In 10405:

“In an cconomically backward country the pro-
Ietariat can arrive at power earlier than in o capl-
talistically advanced one,,,.

“The Husslon Revolution creates the conditions
mnder which the power can {and In the event of
a gueeessfol revolution must) be transferred to the
proJetariat, even before the policy of bonrgecis lib-
eralsm  receives the opportenity of  uofolding its
genlus for government to s foll extent.

“The destiny of the most elementary  revolu-
tionary Interests of the peasantry....ls boood wap
with the destiny of the whole revolution, that is, with
the desting of the proletariat. The proletariat, omee
arrived at power, will appear before the peasantry
ga the Hberating clas=s.

“The proletarint enters into the government as
the revolutlonary representative of the natlon, #s
the acknowledged lefder of the people in the strog-
gle with nbsolufgm and the harbarism of serfdom.

“The proletarian regime will have te stand
from the very beginning for the solution of the
agrarian question, with which the guestion of the
desting of tremendous massez of the population of
Hussla is bound up”

1 have taken the liberty of quoting these pass-
ages as evidence that the theory of the Detober
Revolution which 1 am presenting  today 8 oo
cnsnal  improvisation, and wos oot conatrucked ex
past  fieto  under the pressure of events. Mo, in
the form of a politienl prognesis it preceded the
Oeotber upheaval by a long time. Yon will agree
that a theory is in general valuable only lnsofar as
it helps to foresee the course of development and
influences it purposively.  Therein, in general terms,
& the invaluable imperiance of Marxism as a
wenpon of sovial and historienl ovientation. T am
sugrry that the narrow limits of the lecture do not
permit me to enlarge the above quatation material-
lv. T will therefore content my=clf with a brief
reamme of the whole work which date= from 1805

In accordance with its immediate tasks, the
Russian Revelutlon is a bourgeels revolution, But
the Russian bourgeoisie ks anti-revolutionary. The
vietory of the Revolution ks therefore pessible only
as 3 vietory of the proletariat. But the victorious
probefariat will not stop at the program of bour-
geois demoeracy; # will go on to the program of
Socialism. The Russion Revolution will becoms the
first stage of ihe Soclalist world revolution.

Thisz wag the theory of the permanent revelu-
tign formualated by me in 1905 and since then ex-
poged  #o  the severest  eriticizm wnder the nome
of “Trolskyism,

To be more exact, it i8 only a part of this theory.
The other part, which is particoiarly timely pow,
winfes:

The present productive forces have long out-
grown their national limits. A Socialist soclety is
not feasible within national boundaries. Signiflcant
as the economic suecesses of an  dsolated workers'
state may be, the program of “Socialism In one
country” is a petiy-bourgeois Utopla. Only a Eur-
opéan and then a world federation of Socialist re-
publles ean be the real arema for o harmenkons
Sookalist sockedy.

Today, after the test of events, 1 seg Iees reas0n
than ever bo dizssociate my=clif from this theory.

The Bolshevik Party

After all thrl has been =nid above, is b still
worth while to recall the Fasclst writer, Malaparte,
whe #ascribez o me taciies which are imdependent
of strategy and amouut te s derles of technical re-
cipes for insnrrection, applicable  in all  latitodes
and longitudes? 1t iz a good thing that the name
of the luckless theoretician of the coup d'Etat makes
it casy to distingulsh him from the victorlous prac-
titioner of the ‘coup @"Fiak: noe ove thercfors runs
thi risk of confosing Malaparie with Bonaparte.

Without the armed insurrection of November
T, 1017, the Sowvict state wonld not be in existence.
But the nsdarfeciion self 4id not deop feom
Heaven, A sories of historleal preveqguisites was
necessary for the Oetober revolotion,

1. The rootlog away of the old ruling classes
—the nobility, the monarchy, the burcaucracy.

2 The politheal weakness of the bourgeolsle,
which had no roots in the masses of the people.

3. The revolutionary charncter of the penzant
fquestion,

4. The revelutionary character of the problem
of the oppréssed nations

. The slgniflcant sodial welght of the pro-
letarint.

To these organic pre-copditions we must add
certaln conjunctural conditions of the highest im-
portamee :

6. The Revolution of 1906 was the great school,
ar in Lenln's words, the “dress rehearsal™ of the
Rovolution of 1917, The Soviects, ag the irreplace-

LEON TROTSKY

History of the Russian Revolution
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able organizationnl form of the proletarinn united
frout in the revolution, wera created for the first
time in the year 11605,

. The imperinlist wor =haepensd nll the cons
tradictions, tore the backward moazscs onl of their
immobilty sod thereby  prepored e grondiose
genle of the eatastrophe.

But sl these conditions, which [ully safliced for
the outbreak of the Revolution, were insufficient to
nssure the victory of fhe proletariat in the Hevolu-
tlom. For this vietory one  condition miore  was
sl : ]

#. The Lolzhevik I'arty,

When 1 epumerste this condition as the last in
the series, 1 do it eoly becanse 6 follows the neces-
asitles of the logical onder, amd not becnnse 1 assign
thr Porty the loast pliee fin the oerdepy of imporiance,

Mo, 1 am far from =uch o thought. The liberal
bourgeoisie—yes, §b can seize the power and bas
sedzed ft more than onee s the reanlt of steoggles
b which it rook o part: b posesses orgaus of sels-
ure which are ndmirably wsdapted to the porgesse,
Hut thi working ma=srs are o oo different position
they have loug been aecusiommed fo glve, and nok
to take, They work, are patient as long as they
can b, hope, loge thelr patience, rise ap and strug-
gle die, brivg vietory o fhe others, are betrayed,
fmll iuto despomdency, again bew their necks, agon
work., Thiz ia the hiztory of the mazses of the
people noder ol reglmes.  In ordey to tale the power
firroly and =urely into ifs hapds the  proletariat
needs a Party, which far surpasacs the other parties
i the clarity of its thought and in its revoelutlopary
determination,

The Party of the Bolsheviks, which hus becn
described more than once and with complete justl-
fieatlon as  the most revolutlonary Tarly in the
history of mankind, was the living condenantion of
the modern history of Hussia, of all that was dyn-
amie im it. The overthrow of Twaviem had long
gince hecome the necessary comdition for the de
‘ft"IﬁW'l.;l-‘I'IK of econemy amd enliare. Iiut for the
aolntion of this task, the forcea were insufficient.
The bourgeoisie feared the rvevoelution. The intel-
ligentsin tricd te bring the peasant to hig Tect, The
muzhik, incapable of generalizing his own miseries
and hiz aimz, loft this appeal onapswered. The ine
telligentaia armed itself with dynamite. A whole
generation wos burned nwp in this siruggle.

On March 1, 1887, Alexander Ulinnov earrled
ot the lost of the great terrorist plots. The ot-
tempted  assassination  of  Alexander 111 failed.
Ulianov and the ofher participants were execuated,
The attempt to substitute n» chemical preparation
for the rovolutionary closs suffered shipwreck. Even
the most herole intclligentzia s nothing without
the masses, Under the immediote impression  of
these facts nnd conclugion grew up Ulinnov's young-
or brother Viedimir, the Inier Lenin, the greatest
figure of Hussian history. Even in his early youth
he placed himsell on the fouodations of Marxizm,
and torened his face toward the proletariat. With-
out losing sight of the village for a moment, he
songht the way to the peasantry through the work-
ers. Having inheriteg frem bis revoluliouary pre-
deeeesors thele  determination, their capacity for
welf-snepifice, aud their willingness w go o the
leait, Lenin at an carly sge became the teacher
of the new generation of the intelligentsia and of
the advanced workers, In strikes amd sirect Azhis,
in prisons and I exile, the workers received the
necessary tempering. They pecded the scarchlight
of Marxism to lizht up their historieal voad In the
darkness of abselutism, )

In the vear IS83 there avose gmong (bhe emigres
the first Marxlst gromp. In the year 1888, at a
geerel meeting, the foundation of the Itussian So-
cinl-Democratic Workers” Party was proclaimed (we
all called ourselves Soral-Democrats in these days).
In the yeur 1008 ocourred the split between Bolsh-
oviks and dMenshevike,  Im the yvear 112 the Bolsh-
ovist froction finally became an Indepaadent Farty.

1t leprmed fo recognise the claoss mechanies of
soctety in struggle, in the grandeise events of twelve
yoara (10051017}, 1t edueated wudees equally  eap-
able of initlative and of subordination, The discip-
line of its revolntfonary sielion was based om the
unity of it decivine, on the traditioe of common
struggles and on confidence in ita tested leaderahip.

Thus stoosd the DPaviy in the year 187, Dhess
pised by the offieial “public opinion” aml the paper
thunder of the intellizentzin preas, it adapled itself
to the movement of the masses.  Firmly it kept In
hand the eontrol of Taciorlez amd regiments. Alore
and move the pessant masses turoed toward i I
we nnderstand by “nation”, not the privileged hiails,
but the majority of the peeple, that iz, the workers
and pes=ants, then Bolshevism became in the course
of the year 197 a truly notlonal Russain Party.

In September 1017, Lenin, who was compelled
to keep In hiding, gave the siynal, “The crigia s
ripe, the hour of the insureectlon has approached™,
He was right. The ruling elasses had laoded in
a blind alley hefore the proddems of the war, the
lund and nationa]l Wheratlon, The bourgeoisic finally
lost its head. The democratic parties, the Menshe-
viks and so¢ial-revolutlonaries wasted the remains
of the confidence of (he masses in them by their
support of the Imperialist war, by thelr policy of
lneffectunl compromise awd concesslon to the bour-
geols and feadal property-owners, The awakened
army po longer wanted te fight for the allen alms
of imperializm.  IMaregarding  democratic  adviee,
the peasantry smoked the landowners out of thelre
cxbutes.  The oppwessed nationalities ot (ke periph-
ery rose ap agninst the boreancracy of Petrograd,
In fthe moat Important workera® pnd eoldlera’ Ho-
¥irts the Bolabheviki were dominamnt. The workera
and soldiers demanded action. The uleer was rips.
It neaded o cnt of the lanoet,

Ouly onder theze accinl and political conditions
wis the lopsurrection possible. And thus I alse be-
cime  inevitable. But there s no playing aroand
with the nsurcection. Woe to the surgeon who ia
careless in the use of the lancet!  Jusureection is an
art. It has s laws and fis rulea.

The Party earried through the Oetober insurrec-
tion with cold calenlation and with fdaming deter.
mination. Thanks to this, it conguesed plmost with-
out vietima. Through the vietorionas Sovicts  the
Dolshoviki placed themselves at the head of & eoun-
try whilch occuples one sixth of the sorface of
the globe,

The majority of my presemt listencrs, It f8 to
be presumed, did not eccupy themselves at all with
politics in the year 1917. %0 mwueh the betier. De-
fore the young generatbon les much that is inter-
esting, if not always ensy. But the representatives
of the older gemeration fn this hall will aurely well
remember how the scizure of power by the Bol-
sheviki was réceived: as a enclozity, as a misuader-
standing, as a scandal; most often as a nightmare
which was bound to disappear with the firat rays of

(Contlowed on PAGE THREE)
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